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Speakers of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, 1872-Present 
 
 
The following is a list of Speakers of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, 1872 to the present.  

 
No temporary or acting Speakers are included in this list.  
 
An individual Speaker is only assigned one order number. Thus, John Paton Booth is listed as the sixth Speaker only, rather 
than the sixth and eighth. 

 
The starting date is the date the Speaker was elected by the Legislative Assembly. Until July 31, 1979, the termination date, 
except in cases of resignation or death, was determined by the section in the Constitution Act which defined a Speaker's term 
as lasting "during the continuance of the [Legislative] Assembly", which is interpreted as lasting until the dissolution of the 
Legislature (when an election was called). In 1979, the section in the Constitution Act dealing with a Speaker's term was 
amended to read "until the ordinary polling day in the next following general election" (S.B.C. 1979, c.6, s.7, effective July 31, 
1979). This has generally been interpreted to mean until midnight of the day before the election. Unless otherwise indicated, 
the dates given here for Speakers prior to the 32nd Parliament are the dissolution dates, and for subsequent Speakers the day 
before the election.  
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ORDER LAST NAME FIRST NAME PARTY START DATE END DATE RESIGNED/ 
DIED 

PARL.   

1 Trimble James None 1872-02-15 1878-04-12  1-2 

2 Williams Frederick W. None 1878-07-29 1882-06-13  3 

3 Mara John Andrew None 1883-01-25 1886-06-03  4 

4 Pooley Charles Edward None 1887-01-24 1889-08-04 R 5 

5 Higgins  David Williams None 1890-01-23 1898-03-08 R 5-7 

6 Booth John Paton None 1898-03-09 1898-06-07  7 

7 Forster Thomas None 1899-01-05 1900-04-10  8 

Repeat Booth John Paton None 1900-07-19 1902-02-25 D 9 

Repeat Pooley Charles Edward None/Conservative 1902-03-03 1906-12-24  9-10 

8 Eberts David McEwen Conservative 1907-03-07 1916-05-31  11-13 

9 Weart John Walter Liberal 1917-03-01 1918-02-07 R 14 

10 Keen John Liberal 1918-02-07 1920-10-23  14 

11 Manson Alexander Malcolm Liberal 1921-02-08 1922-01-28 R 15 

12 Pauline Frederick Arthur Liberal 1922-10-30 1924-05-10  15 

13 Buckham John Andrew Liberal 1924-11-03 1928-06-07  16 

14 Jones James William Conservative 1929-01-22 1930-10-29 R 17 

15 Davie Cyril Francis Conservative 1931-02-11 1933-05-10 R 17 

16 Perry Henry George Thomas Liberal 1934-02-20 1937-04-12  18 

17 Whittaker Norman William Liberal/Coalition 1937-10-26 1947-09-15 R 19-21 

18 Carson Robert Henry Coalition 1948-03-02 1949-01-21 R 21 

19 Hart John Coalition 1949-02-08 1949-04-16  21 

20 Hodges Nancy Coalition 1950-02-14 1952-04-10  22 

21 Irwin Thomas James Social Credit 1953-02-03 1957-04-24 R 23-25 

22 Shantz Lorne Hugh Social Credit 1958-01-23 1963-08-21  25-26 

23 Murray William Harvey Social Credit 1964-01-23 1972-07-24  27-29 
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ORDER LAST NAME FIRST NAME PARTY START DATE END DATE RESIGNED/ 
DIED 

PARL.   

24 Dowding Gordon Hudson New Democratic 1972-10-17 1975-11-03  30 

25 Smith Dean Social Credit 1976-03-17 1978-03-29 R 31 

26 Schroeder Harvey Wilfred Social Credit 1978-03-30 1982-08-10 R 31-32 

27 Davidson Walter Kenneth  Social Credit 1982-09-13 1986-10-21  32-33 

28 Reynolds John   Social Credit 1987-03-09 1989-11-01 R 34 

29 Rogers Charles Stephen Social Credit 1990-04-05 1991-10-16  34 

30 Sawicki Joan New Democratic 1992-03-17 1994-03-21 R 35 

31 Barnes Emery   New Democratic 1994-03-22 1996-05-27  35 

32 Lovick Dale New Democratic 1996-06-25 1998-02-18 R 36 

33 Brewin Gretchen   New Democratic 1998-03-26 2000-02-29 R 36 

34 Hartley Bill New Democratic 2000-03-15 2001-05-15  36 

35 Richmond Claude   Liberal 2001-06-19 2005-05-16  37 

36 Barisoff Bill Liberal 2005-09-12 2013-05-13  38-39 

37 Reid Linda Liberal 2013-06-26 2017-05-08  40 

38 Thomson Steve Liberal 2017-06-22 2017-06-29 R 41 

39 Plecas Darryl Independent  2017-09-08   41 
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Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 
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“Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. 
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Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the 
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the new session, when the new Speaker was picked.  “Mr Speaker Weart Hands Resignation to Premier Brewster,” Vancouver Daily Sun, June 11, 

1917, p. 3.  “Aug. 17, 1917,” Journals 1917, Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 216. “Suburban News”, Vancouver Daily Sun, Oct 29, 

1917, p. 2. “Feb.7, 1918,” Journals 1918, Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1.   Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History 

of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia. 
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Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1.  End Date: “Proclamations-Oct. 28, 1920,” British Columbia Gazette 1920, vol. 5, Victoria: King’s Printer, 1921, 

p. 4363. Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 

366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 
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Assembly of British Columbia, p.1. End Date: Manson was appointed to the Executive Council on Jan. 28, 1922. “Appointments-Feb. 9, 1922,” 

British Columbia Gazette 1922, vol. 1, Victoria: King’s Printer, 1922, p. 349.  Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British 

Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of 
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Pauline. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1922, Ottawa: Normandin, 1922, p. 477. Start Date: “Oct. 30, 1922,” Journals 1922, p. 1. End 

Date: “Proclamations-May 15, 1924,” British Columbia Gazette 1924, vol. 2, Victoria: King’s Printer, p. 1700. Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-
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Buckham. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1924, Ottawa: Normandin, 1924, p. 482. Start Date:  “Nov. 3, 1924,” Journals 1924, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “Proclamations-June 14, 1928,” British Columbia Gazette 1928, vol. 3, Victoria: King’s Printer, p. 

2227. Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-

407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Jones. Name, Start Date: “Jan. 22, 1929,” Journals 1929, Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1.  End Date:  “Appointments-Oct. 30, 1930” 

British Columbia Gazette 1930, vol. 3, Victoria: King’s Printer, p. 2607.  Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British 

Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of 

British Columbia. 

Davie. Name:  Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1931, Ottawa: Normandin, 193, p. 372. Start Date: “Feb. 11, 1931,” Journals 1931, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “Davie Resigns B.C. Speakership,” Victoria Daily Times, May 10, 1933, p. 1.  Party: “Elected 

Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: 

Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia.  
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Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: 

Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 
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Justice on Sept. 15, 1947. “Investiture of Judges,” The Advocate, vol. 5, part 5, 1947, p. 167.  Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral 

History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the 

Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Carson. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1948, Ottawa: Normandin, 1948, p. 438. Start Date: “March 2, 1948,” Journals 1948, Legislative 
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Jan. 21 that Carson had resigned due to ill health. The first announcement was the date chosen for this list. “Hart New Speaker of House as 

Carson Resigns Post,” Sun, Jan. 21, 1949, p. 1. Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: 

Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia.   

Hart. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1949, Ottawa: Normandin, 1949, p.444. Start Date: “Feb. 8, 1949,” Journals 1949, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “Proclamations-April 21, 1949,” British Columbia Gazette 1949, vol. 1, p. 877. Party: “Elected 

Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: 
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Hodges. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1951, Ottawa: Normandin, 1951, p. 462. Start Date: “Feb. 14, 1950,” Journals 1950, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “Proclamations-April 17, 1952” British Columbia Gazette 1952, vol. 1, p. 1105. Party: “Elected 

Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: 

Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Irwin. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1953, Ottawa: Normandin, 1953, p. 467. Start Date: “Feb. 3, 1953,” Journals 1953, Session 1, 

Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “New CCF Policy Could Spark Party Clash,” Daily Times, April 24, 1957, p. 2.  Party: 

“Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. 

Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Shantz. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1958, Ottawa: Normandin, 1958, p. 489. Start Date: “Jan. 23, 1958,” Journals 1958, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1.  End Date: Statement of Votes, General Election Sept. 30, 1963, and By-Elections, Victoria: A. Sutton, [Queen’s 

Printer], 1964, p. 5. Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 

1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 
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Dowding. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1973, Ottawa: Normandin, 1973, p. 543. Start Date: “Oct. 17, 1972,” Journals 1972, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: Statement of Votes, General Election Dec. 11, 1975, Victoria: [Queen’s Printer], 1975, p.5. Party: 

“Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. 

Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Smith. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1976, Ottawa: Normandin, 1976, p. 604.  Start Date: “March 17, 1976,” Journals 1976, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “March 29, 1978,” Journals 1977-78, Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 330.  Party: 

“Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. 

Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Schroeder. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1978, Ottawa: Normandin, 1978, p. 614. Start Date: “March 30, 1978,” Journals 1978-79, 

Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “Sept. 13, 1982,” Journals 1982, p. 258.  Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” 

Electoral History of British Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the 

Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. 

Davidson. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1984, Ottawa: Normandin, 1984, p. 723. Start Date: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1981. 

Ottawa: Normandin, 1981, p. 625; “Sept. 13, 1982,” Journals 1982, Legislative Assembly of British Columbia,  p. 258. End Date: Statement of 

Votes General Election Oct. 22, 1986, Victoria [Queen’s Printer], 1986, p. IV.  Party: “Elected Candidates 1871-1986,” Electoral History of British 

Columbia 1871-1986, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 1988, p. 366-407. Parliaments: Confirmed in Journals of the Legislative Assembly of 

British Columbia. 

Reynolds. Name: Canadian Parliamentary Guide 1987, Ottawa: Normandin, 1987, p. 771. Start Date: “March 9, 1987,” Journals 1987, Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia, p. 1. End Date: “April 5, 1990,” Journals 1990, Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, p. 164. Party: “Elected 

Candidates 1987-2001,” Electoral History of British Columbia Supplement, 1987-2001, Victoria: Elections British Columbia, 2002, p. 52-59. 
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