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Hong Kong 2030+ Knowledge Sharing Seminar — Liveability | (15/1/2017)

Liveability Concepts and Hong Kong'’s Liveability
Speaker: Professor Rebecca CHIU Lai-ha,
Head of the Department of Urban Planning and Design, The University of Hong Kong

Abstract of Presentation

The concept of liveability is related to the transport, housing, socio-economic and
policy aspects: in terms of transport, it is not just about the building of transport
network but also the availability of transport options; in terms of housing, it is not
just about affordable housing, but also about equitable housing policy; economic
wise, it is important to have sufficient economic competitiveness; social wise, it is
not only about adequate provision of facilities, but also sufficient support to
people’s psychological needs. Inter-departmental  coordination and
communication is also crucial for the social policy and infrastructural investment to
be effective.

The Speaker then pointed out that “liveability” can be considered from the
perspectives of physical and social environment. In term of physical
environment, Hong Kong has a higher population density than other major cities
in the Mainland China. The Speaker also pointed out that Hong Kong has a
‘composite’ urban form, with major economic activities at the central and some
dispersed growth nodes. Concerning the commuting needs, the compact city
and a rail-based transport network in Hong Kong allow more efficient commuting
and mobility. The Speaker considered a public-transport city more equitable as
most of the people can afford the commuting cost. Compared with driving, taking
public transport can also facilitate social interaction. Although Hong Kong has a
lower per person living space and a lower per capita green area in the built
environment, there is more greenery in the natural environment than other major
Mainland cities which makes Hong Kong has a higher rate of the overall green
coverage. Overall, Hong Kong is a well-managed city.

Although Hong Kong has a high population density and a high development
density, and may look congested, with proper planning and design, the Speaker
considered that this can help satisfy people’s desirable qualities of living: the high
population density allows an economy of scale, which support an extensive and
frequent public transport system. It also support the development of shopping
centres in the vicinity of the residences, which meets the shopping needs of
people and also serve as a platform for social interaction. An accessible city is
not just convenient for commuting, but also important for promoting “ageing in
place” by providing accessible elderly services, medical services, recreation and
community facilities. Besides, good accessibility is contributive to “liveability” in
term of the social environment: most of housing estates in Hong Kong are open
rather than gated, with good accessibility to nearby estates. Not only can this
provide an open living environment, but also reduce social segregation. Thisis a



merit of our town planning. Although the sense of pride, degree of trust to their
neighbours and sense of security would be lower in the lower income group
(many of whom are living in public housing estates), they have a stronger sense
of community with more social interactions in the neighbourhood. In contrast,
while the higher income group have a higher sense of identity, they have a lower
sense of community and a weaker social cohesion, as they are often more
independent. Nevertheless, people are found to have a strong sense of
belonging to their housing estates in overall terms.



