
www.timarit.is 
digital library of historical newspapers and 
periodicals from the 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries 
Örn Hrafnkelsson 

Director for National Collections and Digital Conversion 

National and University Library of Iceland 

October 18th 2011 

 

http://www.timarit.is/
http://www.timarit.is/
http://www.timarit.is/


Why are we building a digital library of 
historical newspapers and periodicals? 

• Finding technological solutions for cultural 
institutions like our library to give access to 
our holdings 

• Fulfilling our cultural obligations  

• Serving the user in better ways than before 

• Taking part in being a learning society  

 



Some thoughts to start with 

• Conservation and 
preservation 

• Creation of digital 
content 

• Management of 
digital assets and 
collections 

• Metadata 
• Accessibility 
• Interactivity 
• Collaboration 

• Standards 

• Minority cultures 

• Global reach 

• Copyright and rights 
management 

• Quality assurance 

• Evaluation 

• Improvements 

 



Prelude to www.timarit.is  
The VESTNORD and TIDEN projects 

• TIDEN: Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Finland  

• Started in 1999 

• Finding solutions to problems involved making an 
internet digital library 

• Converting microfilms in the start 

• One site in each library 

• VESTNORD: Iceland, Greenland and Faeroe Islands 

• Started in 1999 and opened for public in 2002 

• Uses digital camera from the start 

• When opened 74 titles and 41 thousand pages 

http://www.timarit.is/


www.timarit.is  

• All historical Icelandic newspapers and periodicals   

• Selection of material 
• All published titles up to 1940 

• Requests and suggestions from users and library staff 

• Requests from publishers  

• fixed price for each page 

• agreements 

• 3,8 million pages in total and is growing 

• 537 titles are available today 
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timarit.is – Three Work Phases 

• To make a bibliographical database 

• To organize 
• what is or will be available 

• when and where published 

• number of volumes, issues and pages 

• Connecting databases  
• gegnir.is and gegnir.is+ 

• “big” search machines – google and more 

• To make a image collection 

• Two cameras 

• TIFF a safety-copy and post-production (300 DPI) 

• PDF for publication (was DJVU and JPEG) 

• To make a text collection using the OCR-technique 

• Language with inflections 

• Correcting the OCR-read text 



Second version of timarit.is in English from 2007 





Screenshot of the third version in English from 2007 







Newest version 2011 









 



 



Icelandic is a language with inflection 









Connecting databases 











Usage in 2011 and 2010 
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General reflections on this digital library 

• “Something for Everyone” 

• “The Bigger the Better” 

• “Preservation for Future Generations” 

• “Access for Everyone” 

• “A Practical Novelty” 

• “A Ideal Learning Experience” 



Summary 

• The aim of the timarit.is digital library is, therefore: 
• to provide two kinds of Internet access to Icelandic, Faeroese and 

Greenlandic newspapers and magazines from the 18th, 19th and 
20th centuries:  

• access to the material itself;  

• and access to specific parts of its contents (free text search). 

• to allow users unlimited access to the database, and provide 
them with reproductions of the material of the highest possible 
quality. 

• to make the digitally reconstructed material as complete a 
collection as possible. 

 



The future  

• Have done what we intended us to do? 

• Yes!  

• Gained experience and build production lines for 
digital reproduction of cultural content 

• Made complete set of historical newspapers and 
magazines available on the Internet  

• Can we do more?  

• Yes! 



The future  

• Use our experience to build a digital national 
library or collection on the Internet for 

• Printed books – done  

• Manuscripts – done  

• Maps – done, now in remaking 

• Archival documents – planned  

• Make the primary sources available on the 
Internet 

• Our material is also available on 
www.europeana.eu  

http://www.europeana.eu/


The future 

• Build a cultural digital library on the internet! 

• Better access to all kind of cultural material 

• Stronger national identity 

• Better live long learning 

• Start co-operation between cultural institutions 
• Museums, Libraries, and Archives  

• But do not forget the user at the other end! 



The future – the user 

• What does the user want with cultural heritage? 
• Identify 

• Learning 

• Business 

• Work  

• Leisure  

• Different access for users  
• Scholars 

• Students at all academic levels 

• General public – most unexpected user group 



DIGITAL LIBRARY OF PRINTED BOOKS 

www.bækur.is   

http://www.bækur.is/


www.bækur.is 

• All “Icelandic” books from 16th – 19th century 

• Books published in Iceland and abroad 

• Working-plan   

• Titles from 16th and 17th century approved for digitalization  

• Working on titles published in the 18th century 

• Connection between the library database and bækur.is 

• Free text search in books printed with Latin letters 

• Improvements in the future 

• All PDF files in one document 

• Display entries from of the Icelandic Bibliography 1534 – 1845  

• Display the material also in Europeana and other databases 

 



Opening page for www.bækur.is 
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Örn Hrafnkelsson 

Director for National Collections and Digital Conversion 

National and University Library of Iceland 

orn@landsbokasafn.is  
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