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The Massachusetts Police Association’s Medal of Honor is 
awarded to those Massachusetts men and women who 

made the ultimate sacrifice to preserve public safety. The 
names and memory of these brave men and women will 

not be forgotten. These names will be permanently 
inscribed in every Sentinel Issue.

Lt. Robert Cabral
Swansea PD

Richard J. “Rick” Cashin
State Police

Michael Towner
Worcester PD

Michael Paul Davey
Weymouth PD

Christopher A. Argentinis
Wareham PD

Kevin Ambrose 
Springfield PD

Peter Kneeland
Worcester PD

David Mello
Dartmouth PD

Wayne Simmonds
Boston PD

Ronald Tarentino
Auburn PD

“IN VALOR THERE IS HOPE”

MEDAL OF HONOR

John A. Dinapoli
Holyoke PD

Richard G. Magan
Fall River PD

Daniel J McCarthy
Medfield PD

Bradford Erickson
Yarmouth PD

Michael Maher
Plainville PD

 John B. “Jack” Maguire
Woburn PD
Jose Torres 

Westfield PD

Sean Collier
MIT PD

Gregory Maloney
Plymouth PD

Lawrence M. Jupin
Westminster PD

Sgt. Sean Gannon
Yarmouth PD

Sgt. Michael Chesna
Weymouth PD
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 July 31st marked the end of the formal session and marked an emotional personal 
response. Up to the final seconds, I was working to get a bill which would have increased the 
hours retirees could work from 960 to 1500. As the clock struck midnight, we were able to 
override a Governor’s veto and return it to his desk.  As the gavel came down, I experienced 
a giant emotional rush of accomplishment followed by the reality that my service was finally 
over. Over the last 24 years, I have had the honor and privilege to serve you on Beacon Hill.  
I will present my final legislative report at the convention in Plymouth next month and end 
my 32 years of service to the MPA. It will show both successes and disappointment. On the 
positive side, we were finally able to secure a dedicated funding stream of $10 million for 
police training as well as work to edit the criminal justice reform from its outrageous original 
form. On the negative side, time would run out on the increased hours bill as it was vetoed 
a second time by the administration. Retiree healthcare splits will now be an issue as the 
moratorium which we had been able to pass for six consecutive years was not included in the 
budget allowing municipalities to increase premiums of retirees.
 
 I am happy to announce that the work will continue into the future under the watchful 
eye of Rick Pedrini of Arlington. A proven and respected law enforcement professional 
Rick has been by my side and covered for me during my battle with cancer. I am proud and 
confident Rick will be a strong voice on your behalf.

 In closing, I would like to thank the membership for their years of kind words and 
support. I know whatever success we have enjoyed is due to your hard work, dedication and 
support. A special thanks goes to my mentors Jack Flynn and the late Ned Merrick as well 
Dan Gallivan and Bill DeMille who served as part of our legislative team .

 Although my service is over here, I will continue my law enforcement career always 
fighting to advance professionalism and respect for the men and women who serve as the thin 
blue line between chaos and civility. God Bless.

          Fraternally,
          Jim Machado

After Slow Start Legislature Set To Open Throttle

LEGISLATIVE 
REPORT

Jim Machado
Executive Director
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 Greetings brothers and sisters. It seems I’m off to a slow start, as this is my first MPA 
Sentinel column for 2018. 
 Words cannot express my anger and frustration. Initially, I was conflicted as 
to whether writing this column was too soon as we prepare to honor Yarmouth Police 
Department K‐9 Officer Sean Gannon, who was murdered last night. Then I realized that we 
all need an opportunity to vent as well as mourn.

 Once again, the criminal justice system of the Commonwealth has failed our police 
officers. Once again, a career felon has shot and killed a highly regarded, brave police 
officer.
 Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Gannon family, the Yarmouth Police, and K‐9 
Nero. Officer Gannon was one of US. Like all of us, he bravely strapped on his bulletproof 
vest and his firearm and went to work. He was doing his job when he was gunned down, 
executing a warrant service on a violent, sociopathic scumbag with 112 arraignments on his 
BOP. We never learn. Officer Gannon’s name is now mentioned with the names of Rose, 
Charbonnier, DiNapoli, Maguire, Ambrose, Tarantino, and many others who were killed in 
cold blood by vicious animals. Animals that can only be “rehabilitated” when they are put 
down. Right now, it seems the media and the public are on our side and they see the situation 
for what it is. But wait. Soon the maggot cop‐killer will have his defenders and advocates. 
“He is a non‐violent drug offender and feels stigmatized.” they’ll say. “He was turning his 
life around.” they’ll say. “He has anger and mental health issues but was off his meds.” 
they’ll say. “Everyone deserves a second (or 112th) chance.” they’ll say. “Bullshit!” I say. He 
is a rabid varmint, a vile piece of human excrement, and an oxygen thief who doesn’t deserve 
to walk among us.

 Of course, he’ll get “Life”. But it will be Massachusetts “Life”. Which really isn’t 
“Life” at all is it?
 Today, in America and Massachusetts, our legal system makes police widows out of 
police wives. We can no longer stand for it!
 After the Jared Remy mess, we were told the Commonwealth was getting tough on 
domestic violence offenders. This killer and a pile of excrement was the undisputed champ of 
beating on women. The system had a Domestic Violence trifecta; intimate partner, a pregnant 
victim, and serious injury. Still, he was a free man. The system is a farce.
 Ironically, the Governor signed the Criminal Justice Reform bill this afternoon. If you 
haven’t read it, the “CJ Reform Bill’ is 100 plus pages of blather and feel‐good initiatives 
that will do nothing to put maggot criminals behind bars (With the exception of Fentanyl/

“Man on the Street”
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Carfentanyl dealers. We’re finally cracking down on them.)
 Some “low‐lights” of this ridiculous piece of shi...I mean legislation raises the value 
for felonious property crime and larceny offenses from over $250 to $1200, eliminates 
minimum mandatory sentencing for cocaine dealing, and allows for felony and misdemeanor 
records to be sealed after 7 and 3 years respectively. But don’t fret coppers, its “gets hot” on 
Procedural and Restorative Justice, as well as Diversion. The bill also addresses Bail Reform. 
Apparently, not enough criminal offenders are making bail, thus it would figure that bail 
needs to be more reasonable and need not impose a financial hardship on the defendant or his 
family. What a sham! 

 One positive is that ABPO Causing Serious Injury has a minimum sentence attached.

 The Critical Incident Stress Confidentiality bill remains in committee. This is a vitally 
important bill for all of us, but for some reason the Chairman, Rep. Speliotis of Peabody, 
refuses to release it. We were hopeful that the recent news articles on firefighter suicide 
may spur this bill onto the floor. On the federal level, President Trump recently signed a bill 
funding Police Critical Incident Stress Support. 
 The POST Bill remains in committee. The Globe recently published an editorial 
in favor of POST standards and awe sent in a rebuttal Letter to the Editor. This bill gives 
WAY too much discretion to chiefs, who can simply pull an officer’s certification rather than 
discipline them. We see this as an “end around” our CBA’s, just cause, and Civil Service. 
 Spring has not really arrived but Police Week is around the corner. Check out the 
Police Week website. The location of Tent City has been changed. If/when the Friends of 
New England’s Finest come out with info for their reception, I will post it on the MPA web, 
Facebook, and Twitter pages. Last year’s reception was a wonderful event at the Affinia 
Hotel. The generosity and thoughtfulness of the folks at O’Neill and Associates are amazing.
 I have to chuckle at our border enforcement. The federal government is sending 
troops to the border and the liberals complain. Then we’re told, they have no enforcement 
authority. Meanwhile, a “caravan” of illegals is traveling up through Mexico to demand 
all the rights of US citizens when they get here. This is a “no‐win” for our troops. Can you 
see the reports on CNN? Our soldiers mixing it up with women and children who have 
been manipulated into thinking they can just show up here. Back on December 7th, 1941, 
a caravan of Japanese planes tried this in Hawaii. We shot at them. Hell, we didn’t even 
suspend posse comitatus. The famed Japanese Admiral Yamamoto once said, “You cannot 
invade the mainland United States. There would a rifle behind every blade of grass.” How 
times have changed. Today, we’d let them land on our airstrips. 
 In closing, be safe out there, watch each other’s backs, and continue to get the job 
done. There really is a silent majority out there that supports us and our mission. Don’t let 
them down.

By Rick Pedrini
MPA Executive Board
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  My heart goes out to our brother and sister officers down in Weymouth as we prepare 
to bury another fine Massachusetts police officer. Michael Chesna was, by all accounts, a 
dedicated husband, father, son, soldier, and police officer. He survived duty in Afghanistan 
only to be murdered on the streets of Weymouth, Massachusetts, USA.   Once again, the 
criminal justice system of the Commonwealth has failed our police officers. Once again, a 
career maggot has shot and killed a highly regarded, brave police officer.  
 
  Thoughts and prayers are nice. Thank you. To my brother and sister officers, however, 
thoughts and prayers are not enough. Now is the time for action.  Now is the time for us to 
call on our elected leaders and the Trial Court and let them know that if they are not with 
us, they are against us. No more lip service. Put up or shut up! In the Senate budget debate, 
we put forth several amendments to help protect our officers and provide some common 
sense reform on Dangerous Hearings, career violent felons, actual enforcement of illegal 
gun possession minimum sentences, and 1st Degree Murder charges for cop-killers. Only 
three made it to the Conference Committee. The rest were rejected and we still don’t have 
a report from the Conference Committee on those that made it (Municipal Police Training, 
Bulletproof Vest Funding, or ABPO/Enhanced penalties for shooting at police). Many thanks 
to our supporters. You know who you are.   Our love and support go out to the Chesna 
family, the Weymouth Police, and the family of Mrs. Adams. Again, we will never learn. 
Sergeant Chesna’s name is now among those of Rose, Charbonnier, DiNapoli, Maguire, 
Ambrose, Collier, Tarantino, Gannon and many others murdered in cold blood because they 
were wearing a blue uniform.     In this case, the shooter was such a piece of garbage; his 
dear old Mom had a 209A Restraining Order on him. Such a “punch-able” face though. Oh, 
and people, please stop calling him a “kid”. He is a 6’3”, 20 year-old grown-ass man. And 
spare us the BS of the underdeveloped adolescent male brain. This maggot knew what he 
was doing and would do it again. This animal needs to be put down, but unfortunately this is 
Massachusetts.  
 
  He’ll get “Life”. But, again, it will be Massachusetts “Life”. Which really isn’t “Life” 
at all. It means he’s eligible for parole after 15 years. Sen. deMacedo of Plymouth filed 
legislation to address this. Once again, shot down by our so-called leaders in the legislature. 
Those same leaders will be there Thursday and Friday shedding crocodile tears and telling 
us they support us. More lies. These are the same people who have tied our hands with CJ 
Reform, de-criminalization of dangerous narcotics, and the current juvenile justice disaster. 
How about you all just leave us alone, go down to the border, and hand out tin-foil blankets 

“Man on the Street”
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to the people you really care about? Or maybe drop the charade and get out on the streets 
with BLM, Antifa, and the “Resist” crowd. That’s all you’re good for. We know whose side 
you’re on and it’s not ours.  
 
  I am sick and tired of the social justice warriors telling us how to do our jobs. It’s 
time we forget about “restraint”, “measured responses”, “procedural justice”, “de-escalation”, 
“stigma-reduction”, and other feel-good BS that is getting our officers killed. Let’s stop lip-
synching, please! Let’s meet violence with violence and get the job done.  
 
  Today, the Herald had a great editorial on bail reform. The Globe, of course, had 
a front page story of the “troubled life” of the murderer. Remember the series Tsarnaev 
family and how hard they had it here in America? Disgusting.     Kudos to Yarmouth Chief 
Frederickson, Woburn Chief Ferullo, and Auburn Chief Sluckis for “telling it like it is” on 
NBC Boston a couple of weeks ago. Nice job, gentlemen!  
 
  In closing, be safe out there, watch each other’s backs, and continue to get the job 
done. There really is a silent majority out there that supports us and our mission. Don’t let 
them down. 

By Rick Pedrini 
MPA Executive Board
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Rick Pedrini
MPA Executive Board

 Greetings brothers and sisters in blue.  As I write this, the situation in the Merrimack 
Valley remains fluid and there is still a lot of uncertainty as to what has actually happened.  
What we do know is that hundreds of dedicated coppers from all over the Commonwealth, 
as well as from other New England states, are on-scene getting the job done...as usual.  
Congratulations on a job well done under extraordinary circumstances.  Our brothers and 
sisters in the Fire Service have been incredible too!

 Last week’s Massachusetts Primary was very telling as far as what kind of climate 
we are looking at going forward.  The “Progressives” gained a seat in Congress and defeated 
some established State Reps.  Post-Primary analysis tells us that the incumbents were 
just not progressive enough.  House Ways and Means Chair Jeff Sanchez was defeated 
by a newcomer because the “sanctuary state” legislation didn’t pass in the House budget.  
Crazy!  Rachael Rollins, the presumptive Suffolk DA won a platform that said she would 
not prosecute a list of 15 crimes including B&E, Possession With Intent, and Resisting 
Arrest.  Give her six months.  Suffolk County will become a lot more  like Baltimore than the  
nationally recognized “Boston Miracle”. 

 Elizabeth Warren told the world what she thinks of our profession.  She called the 
entire criminal justice system “racist...front to back”.  How nice of her.  Not only does she 
disparage the police, but while she’s at it she calls out the DAs, the judiciary, probation, 
and corrections.  Meanwhile she calls for the abolition of ICE and refuses to acknowledge 
murders of US citizens that are being committed by illegal aliens.   Where was she when the 
previous administration was separating “mamas from their babies” and sending migrants 
home?  Unfortunately, the Massachusetts electorate is either too ignorant or too apathetic to 
vote her out.  

 On the legislative front, we didn’t have a whole lot of success this last session.  
The Omnibus Officer Safety Amendment  that was attached to the Senate budget was not 
adopted.  The Retiree Earnings Bill was amended and sent back.  Several other “common 
sense” CJ reforms were filed but not adopted.  We look to get some pro-police items filed 
and passed next session and we believe we have a bi-cameral and bi-partisan caucus ready 
to advocate for us.  The Governor has filed a bill to amend the Dangerousness Statute.  We 
will be watching this closely.  The Governor signed the Municipal Police Training Funding 
Bill, which was a success for us.  Just know that the progressives who voted for it weren’t 
supporting it because they want to prevent LOD deaths and injuries to police officers.  

“Man on the Street”
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They supported it because they want more training for “de-escalation”, procedural justice, 
police legitimacy, restorative justice, and all the other “reformer” priorities.  Again, there 
is a growing group in the legislature who really believes we are the bad guys and the poor 
criminal class just needs to catch a break.  

 How about that nut who decided to ruin the Fourth of July in NYC by climbing up 
the Statue of Liberty?  Just your typical self-absorbed radical whose sole motive is to piss off 
regular Americans.  I know I’m not the only one who was rooting for her to fall...and land on 
Kaepernick.  

 Somerville Mayor and Progressive Hero Joe Curtatone came out yesterday to 
announce that Columbus Day will now be known as Indigenous People’s Day.  What a farce!  
Some folks will say anything to please the Antifa, BLM, America-hater crowd.  All this from 
a guy who dresses up in a Christopher Columbus costume every year.  C’mon man...

 Do your communities have Lime Bikes?  Are they as big an eye-sore as they are 
in my community?  These freakin’ things are discarded everywhere and it looks terrible.  
And now we have dedicated MBTA bus lanes to go along with the dedicated bike lanes.  A 
warning to the Tour de France wanna-be’s- Give the damn busses the right of way.       

 Now that Fentanyl and Carfentanyl are not allowed inside courthouses, I have to 
imagine the SJC will weigh in and convictions will be overturned due to a demonstrated lack 
of physical evidence.

 June’s annual MPA Scholarship Award Dinner was a tremendous success.  Once 
again we gave out $37,000 in awards to the children of our members.  We had well over 100 
applications. 

 The Convention is in Plymouth and will be upon us soon.  Get your rooms reserved 
and your golf foursomes in.  This year’s tournament is Wednesday, October 24th at Southers 
Marsh in Plymouth.  See www.masspolice.com or the MPA Facebook page for more 
information.    

 In closing, be safe out there, watch each other’s backs, and continue to get the job 
done.  There really is a silent majority out there that supports us and our mission. 

 Don’t let them down.
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CHAPLAIN’S 
CORNER

Fr. Paul T. Clifford

“Out of Uniform”
 The fire was already out.  It was an old house 
in an old neighborhood in Lowell so I had responded 
to the alarm.  (Someone who used to sit by the 
window thought it would be a good idea to just use 
their windowsill instead of an ashtray and, a little 
while later…)

 As I came across the grass to check with 
the deputy in charge of the scene and see if the 
residents had any needs he turned to bring some 
things to his vehicle and, seeing me, pointed at me 
and snapped, “Hey, you’re out of uniform!”  While 
it was sometimes difficult to tell with Dep. Mulligan, 
I thought I saw a flicker of Hibernian humor deep 
in his eye.  Out of uniform?  I looked down:  boots, 
turnout coat, helmet in my hand, collar, ah—the hat!  
Still relatively new as Lowell Fire Chaplain, the only 
fire service cap I had in my car was my DRACUT 
FIRE hat.  I was wearing the wrong hat; I was “out of 
uniform.”

 I don’t even know how many hats I own by 
now but it’s plenty.  I’ve learned in the emergency 
service world it’s important to wear the right hat at 
the right time.  In the car alone I have Braintree PD; 
Braintree Fire; Lowell Fire (x2); Hopkinton PD; 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial and, 
of course, MPA; Bruins; Patriots; and Friends of 
Norwood Hockey.

 It never ceases to amaze me how many 
different “hats” I wear as a chaplain.  In some rare 
moments I’ve been almost like another officer, 
firefighter, or EMT on a scene, sometimes an assistant 
tow truck operator, counselor (that’s #1), father, 
translator, priest (of course!—but maybe rabbi, 

imam, preacher, deacon, elder, prophet, theologian, 
philosopher, atheist—that one’s hard, but I’ve done 
it; it got the suicidal youth into the ambulance so 
that the officers and medics didn’t have to get him to 
the hospital “the hard way”), gofer, “punching bag” 
(“Ma’am, this is all really frustrating isn’t it?  We 
really want to hear what your concerns are.  I wonder, 
could you come just over here with me?  We can let 
these officers do what they need to, and you can tell 
me what’s going on for you…”), veterinarian, teacher, 
city/town official, coach…well, you know what I 
mean.  And then there’s the formal work:  Police 
funerals, weddings (Congrats to Ofc. & Mrs. Ryan 
Griffin of the Burlington Police), baptisms, retirement 
parties, promotion ceremonies, station blessings, 
memorial moments (I think of the great Dedication 
Revere Det. Dave Caramanica and others arranged for 
the memory of Ofc. Daniel Talbot), not too long ago I 
just blessed my first fire boat.

 And that’s the point; you do know what I 
mean.  On the job today, it’s amazing how many 
“hats” you have to be ready to wear and how 
quickly you can be called to switch from one to the 
other.  Any traffic stop, any call for service, even 
some details can turn from one thing into another 
very quickly.  In these days the statistics on people 
committing “suicide by cop,” and simply setting 
ambush attacks designed to trap officers in deadly 
situations are alarming to some degree.  At this 
writing both of the last two line-of-duty deaths in the 
Commonwealth were on pretty “routine” calls.  Sean 
Gannon & Nero had tracked and found numerous 
people, including plenty of bad guys in their day.  
The search they were doing was something they 
had done before.  Very quickly it became something 
else altogether.  South Weymouth early on Sunday 
mornings would not be described as a hotbed of 
crime (I know—I get my coffee at the Dunkin there 
most Sundays), but Michael Chesna going to answer 
what any of us would call a “normal” disturbance 
call encountered something quite different.  On the 
positive side, I remember one “domestic in progress” 
call I wound up on in Dracut.  Sounded like World 
War III when Ofc. Phil Berard and I arrived at the 
door of the apartment.  He knocked and announced 
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himself and everything went silent.  In those few 
seconds (which felt like an hour) I learned A LOT 
about what you do.  Finally, the resident opened 
the door a bit.  The long and short of it was just a 
big verbal disagreement.  They were young married 
people, anxiously awaiting the arrival of their first 
child.  Phil was at that time a father of five so when 
calm was restored he sat with her at the table for a bit 
and sent me across the room to speak with the male 
party; he and I ran a few “Communication 101” drills.  
We traded in our other hats for Marriage Counselor 
hats for a short while and made a real difference.  
Wearing my usual Parish Priest hat, I baptized the 
baby 3 months later.  Very nice family; they just had a 
tough night.

 The key, I think, is not so much which hat we 
put on in any moment; it’s why we choose that one.  
The more I interact with police officers the more I’m 
impressed by the fact that you are such a smart group 
and have many talents and abilities.  With the training 
available and with your own life experiences there 
are so many things you do, and do well.  Sometimes 
the hat is chosen for you.  You can go from passive 
traffic monitor to speed chaser to soldier-under-fire in 
a matter of minutes “just doin’ your job.”  But most 
of the time there’s a choice.  And that’s when your 
character comes through.  By choosing to act in a 
certain way in the situation before you, you bring a 
lot of good to the lives of many more people than you 
even realize sometimes.  I hear it all the time.

 

 Way more important than any hat you wear 
on the job, however, are the ones you wear when the 
uniform is set aside altogether and you go back to 
being husband, Mom, coach, son or daughter, trusted 
friend, volunteer.  Because those aren’t about filling a 
role or donning a uniform.  That’s humanity and what 
makes life worth living.  May the many hats you wear 
at work never take away from that truly human stuff.  
You’re never out of uniform when you are loving 
those closest to you and striving to be the best person 
you can be.  A beautiful concept in the Scriptures is 
that we be “clothed in righteousness.”  That’s my 
prayer for you always—no matter what hat you are 
wearing in any moment of the day.

In His service and yours,
Fr. Paul Clifford, MPA Chaplain
pcliff856@gmail.com 
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“Officer Injured by Heroin Addict 
Receives $325,000 Settlement”

LEGAL
CORNER

Zachary Ballin, Esq.Steven Ballin, Esq.

 In 2016 and 2017 there were over 4,500 opioid-
related deaths according to the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health. The 2016 numbers put Massachusetts 
among the top ten states with the highest rates of opioid-
related overdose deaths. It has been reported there were 
over 22,000 opioid related calls for emergency services 
annually in 2016 and 2017. As a result, our emergency first 
responders are often the first to confront the human toll 
of this heroin epidemic. They are tasked with responding 
to calls for overdoses, the deceased, dealing with opioid 
related crime, and assisting addicts who seek relief. During 
that process our police, fire, and EMT personnel are often 
exposed to severe toxins and blood born diseases. They 
also combat recalcitrant addicts and droves of crime. 
Some first responders become victims of a needle stick 
requiring the administration of powerful antiviral drugs. 
They and their loved ones then suffer severe emotional 
distress during the ensuing three months until they are 
cleared of being infected by an autoimmune disease such 
as HIV. Injuries and illness are all too often the result 
to our first responders who are subject to losing their 
health, income, and careers as a result of this epidemic. 
While these injuries may be an unavoidable part of the 
job, the financial ramifications do not always have to be. 
The following case for an injured officer we successfully 
represented is such an example.

  When a typical 911 call for a heroin overdose 
came in, police were dispatched to a private residence. 
The well trained officers knew they were going on a 
medical call to help the overdosed individual. There would 
be no criminal prosecution, since Massachusetts passed 
its overdose immunity law, MGL c. 94C, s. 34A, which 
states, “A person who experiences drug related overdose 
and is in need of medical assistance and, in good faith, 
seeks such medical assistance, or is the subject of such a 

good faith request ... shall not be charged or prosecuted for 
possession of a controlled substance.”

  The caller’s boyfriend, who we will call Joe, had 
overdosed on heroin and she frantically called for life 
saving help. Once on scene, the police were notified the 
caller reported administering Narcan and requested police 
no longer respond. However, the officers knew through 
their training and experience, Narcan is only a temporary 
treatment, and the individual can relapse into the overdose 
if they do not receive immediate medical attention. The 
police knocked on the door several times before a male 
opened the front door. Unbeknownst to the police, the 
male who opened the door was Joe.

 Joe advised everything was fine and the police 
could leave. The police advised they were only there 
to help the person who overdosed. The police kept 
asking where the person who overdosed is. Joe did not 
acknowledge he was the one who overdosed. Instead, 
Joe repeatedly tried to shut the door on the officers and 
told them to leave. Had he simply stated that he was the 
one who had overdosed, the police would have known he 
was alive, and ensured he received the necessary medical 
treatment. Instead, Joe continued to try and slam the door 
on the officers. This required the officers to force their 
way into the home to verify everyone was alive. Joe barred 
the door to prevent the officers from entering. Finally, 
after repeatedly asking Joe to comply and telling him that 
they were only there to help the overdosed individual, 
the officers forced their entry into the home. Joe resisted. 
While the officers were attempting to gain control of him, 
they all went to the ground. During the fall, one officer 
heard what he thought was a gunshot but was in fact his 
leg breaking. The police continued to tell Joe and his 
girlfriend they were just there to help the person who 
overdosed, yet Joe just told his girlfriend to videotape 
everything. Finally, when Joe saw more police arrive, he 
came forward to tell the officers it was him.
 
 Due to the completely unnecessary efforts of 
Joe to resist the officers ability to verify the overdosed 
individual was him and he was alive, the officers were 
required to dangerously force entry through his resistance. 
The injured officer suffered a serious leg fracture and 
ligament tear, which required multiple surgeries. During 
the surgical process he developed a serious complication 
that threatened his long term health and ability to return 
to his career. As a result he was out of work for several 
periods of time totaling four months. He was also placed 
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on light duty for several periods for four months, during 
which time he was unable to earn money working details, 
which he previously relied upon. This all could have been 
easily avoided had Joe simply advised the police he had 
overdosed so he could be evaluated and treated. Had he 
done so, he would have been protected from criminal 
prosecution for drug possession by MGL. c. 94C, s. 34A.

 It was only due to Joe’s negligent choices, which 
the officer sustained his injuries and was forced to lose 
significant wages while he was unable to work details and 
overtime shifts. While the insurer for Joe was reluctant 
to find this a covered loss under the applicable insurance 
policy, through our efforts we proved this was a covered 
loss and that Joe was liable for negligently injuring the 
officer. We achieved a $325,000.00 settlement for the 
injured officer compensating him for his lost income 
while he was out of work and provided meaningful 
compensation for what he went through during his lengthy 
recovery.

 Officers injured on or off duty should consult 
with us early on, so we can determine whether the injured 
officer has a viable case and for the officer to learn 
what their rights are. Sometimes we need to do some 
investigation to determine whether a case is worthwhile to 
proceed for an injured officer. Such investigations are in 
addition to any police investigation which may be required 
for a related criminal case. Decisions about whether to 
proceed with a claim for compensation always belong to 
the injured officer, not us, and can be made later. When we 
work on these cases, we work on a contingent fee basis. 
That means the injured officers pays nothing up front, nor 
while the case is pending. He or she only needs to pay for 
legal services and expenses at the end of the case, if we 
successfully collect money on their claim. We typically 
will receive one-third of the money collected. In the off 
chance we are unable to collect money for the injured 
officer; the officer owes nothing for our services and 
expenses.

To protect the privacy of the officer and witnesses, all names 
and places have been changed. Any resemblance to names of 
real persons, past or present, is merely coincidental and not 
intended. The officer agreed to have this article published so 
police officers around the Commonwealth can be better educated 
about their legal rights to compensation when injured.

Zachary Ballin, Esq.
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2018 SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS           

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

Area 5

Kaitlyn Costa

Kyle DiLiddo

Madison Doyle

Jillian Hallisey

Kara Murray

Julia Vadeboncoeuer

Jessica Marthelmess

Erin Concannon

Charles Gover

Shawna Keeney

Susan McCarthy

Bridget Murphy

Timothy Smith

Johanna Crowley

Joseph Ferry

Daniel Griffin

Dartmouth PD

Brockton PD

Falmouth PD

Brockton PD

Weymouth PD

Dartmouth PD

Danvers PD

Mass State Police

Norwood PD

Franlin PD

Mass State Police

Brookline PD

Franklin PD

Cambridge PD

Lowell PD

Mass State Police

Erin King

Lauren Pedrini

Alexander Rizza

Katelyn Samios

Aiden Bishop

Alexis Brisette

Shannon Dowd

Sarah Gaffney

Ashley Gresian

Robert Kemp

Faith Theodoss

Marykate Albert

Hailey MacDonald

Jack Moriarty

Lauren Trombly

Daniel Valadas

Waltham PD

Arlington PD

Everett PD

Watertown PD 

Worcester PD

Worcester PD

Worcester PD

Worcester PD

Milford PD

Mass State Police

Worcester PD

Holyoke PD
West Sprigfield PD

Holyoke PD

Hampden PD

Ludlow PD

President’s Award - Alexia McMillan - Lawrence PD

Chairman’s Award - Michael Khoury - Brockton PD

Christopher Burnham All-Scholastic Award - Michael Pratt - Holyoke PD
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Application Instructions

Applications for the Annual Scholarship Awards are now being accepted. As in the past a total of $35,000.00 will be 
awarded to eligable recipents. Applications MUST be recieved by the commitee on or before March 31st. Last year the 
number of applications were greatly increased and we anticipate heavy competition again this year. In order to be as fair 
as possible, applications must follow all directions.

Applications had to be rejected beacuse of failure to comply with application instructions.

1. Obtain application on MPA website: www.masspolice.com

2.Applications must be accompanied by an official high school/college transcript. In the case where a school or college 
will not furnish the transcript directly please supply them with a stamped enevelope with the following address:

MPA Scholarship Committee
Plainville Police Dept. - Sgt. Corrina Carter

Plainville, MA 02762
Email: ptlccarter@hotmail.com

3.Enclose any letters of recommendations that you wish.

4. A PHOTO (PLEASE SEND ALL PHOTOS AS HIGH RESOLUTION AS POSSIBLE) (NO PHOTOS PRINTED ON HOME PRINTERS)

5. Be certian  that the application is certified and signed by local MPA Secretary/Collector

6. Mail completed form to address stated in intruction number 2

7. All envelopes must indicate on lower left side the AREA in which the candidate is applying for. (GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS ON WEBSITE)

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION
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BACK IN 
THE DAY

ATTENTION RETIREES:

The Executive Board would like to announce a new feature for the Sentinel Magazine.
Retired members will be honored for their service and longevity as members.
A retired member will be featured in each subsequent magazine. However, we need the DATA to do this.

Please fill out the information sheet below and return it to:

Lt. Michael Murphy
 Brookline Police Department
350 Washington Street

Brookline MA 02445                or email: mp_murphy@verizon.net

FIRST NAME ________________________ LAST NAME_______________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________Email_______________________________________________

Department___________________________Date of Hire ______________Date of Retirement___________

Years of Service_______________   Rank at Retirement__________Awards Received __________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Veteran Status_________ Branch of Service ____________________ Years of Service  ________________

History of any Military Honors or Awards_____________________________________________________

MPA Membership Years ______________            MPA Executive Board Member:     Y   or   N             

Positions Held  and Years   __________________________________________________________________

Family History in Law Enforcement___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Other Pertinent Information_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

DOWNLOAD FULL VERSION OF APPLICATION FROM WWW.MASSPOLICE.COM
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The Executive Board of the Massachusetts Police Association, Inc., is happy to inform 
the membership that the following law firms are associated with our Legal Defense 
Fund

Reardon, Joyce & Akerson, P.C. 

1-508-754-7285 
Fax: 508-754-7220
 
Austin Joyce, Esquire 
Michael J. Akerson, Esquire 
John K. Vigliotti, Esquire 
Andrew J. Gambaccini, Esquire 

The attorneys within the above firms have extensive experience with excellent results in  
comprehensive litigation specializing in representing law enforcement officers in a variety of 
actions, including departmental, criminal, civil service, state and federal courts.

The following is a brief and concise analysis of just what the MPA Legal Defense is and does:
 

 • Any member in good standing of the Massachusetts Police Association may join the 
Legal Defense Fund. 

 • The annual premium is $250.00 for the calendar year. The membership fee is pro-rated 
from the membership date to December 31.

 • The Legal Defense Fund is designed to provide professional legal services in defense of 
charges brought  against any member by any person or persons, whether public or private, 
whether civil or criminal, or administrative in nature, as long as those charges arise out of an 
incident related to the performance of  the member police officer’s official duty or authority, 
whether the member officer was on-duty or off- duty  at the time of the incident and provided 
that the officer was a member of the Legal Defense at the  time of  such incident.

 • Services include appearances before State, District and Superior Courts, any 
administrative board, committee or commission in Massachusetts, be it federal, state, county 
or municipal and before the  Federal District Court for Massachusetts.  Cases can be appealed 
to the Massachusetts Appeals Court,  the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, or the U.S. Supreme Court,  but the approval of the MPA Legal Defense 
Committee must first be obtained so that untenable or unwise appeals will not be pursued at 
the expense of the Legal Defense Fund. 

 • In cases  where there may be a conflict of interest, legal services would be provided by 
another of the Defense Fund attorneys or an attorney outside the program  when approved by 
the MPA Legal Defense Committee.

  All inquiries regarding membership, enrollment, questions about coverage, etc must be 
addressed to the legal defense chairman  

  Alissa Burke
  41 Therese Marie Drive West
  Springfield, MA 01089
  email: teeca23@yahoo.com

LEGAL 
DEFENSE 

Andrew Gambaccini

Michael J. Akerson

In Memory of
Edward P. Reardon

Austin Joyce

John K. Vigliotti
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For those members joining during the year please understand it will be a prorated fee.  The monthly fee is $20.84 times the 
remaining months left in the year.  If you join from June through December, your fee will be $20.84 times the number of months 
left PLUS the next year’s fee of $250.

January – December                 $250.00
February – December               $229.24
March – December                   $208.40
April – December                     $187.56
May – December                      $166.72

June – December                                  $145.88 + $250.00      =$395.88
July – December                                   $125.40 + $250.00      =$375.04
August – December                              $104.20 + $250.00      =$354.20
September – December                        $83.36 + $250.00        =$333.86
October – December                            $62.52 + $250.00        =$312.52
November – December                        $41.68 + $250 .00       =$291.68
December – December                         $20.84 + $250.00        =$270.84         

INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION
MASSACHUSETTS POLICE ASSOCIATION, INC.

LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

             I, _____________________________________, am an active member in good standing of Massachusetts Police 
Association, Inc. and an employee of the ____________________________ Police Department.  I hereby apply to 
Massachusetts Police Association, Inc. for membership in the Massachusetts Police Association, Inc. Legal Defense Fund 
and enclose herewith the amount of $250.00 for my first year’s membership. (Membership runs from January 1, through 
December 31, a calendar year cycle. If you wish to join throughout the year there is a prorated formula below). I understand 
that in order to continue my membership uninterrupted beyond December 31 of this year I must pay on or before January 1 
the annual membership (as established from time to time by the Massachusetts Police Association, Inc. Legal Defense Fund 
Committee).
            I also understand and agree that in executing this application I am agreeing to the terms and conditions printed on the 
back of this application and as modified from time to time by the Contract for Legal Services between Massachusetts Police 
Association, Inc. and the Legal Defense Fund attorneys.  I have read those terms and conditions and understand them.
            I also understand and agree that my membership in the Legal Defense Fund will automatically terminate for all 
qualifying employment-related incidents that occur after any of the following events:
(1)       Termination of my employment as a law enforcement officer;
(2)       Termination of my membership in Massachusetts Police Association, Inc.;
(3)       Termination of my member association’s membership in Massachusetts Police Association, Inc.; or
(4)       My failure to pay the annual membership fee in a timely manner to the Chairman of the Legal Defense Fund 
Committee.
Any member terminated by any of these reasons shall not be entitled to any refund or rebate of any previously paid 
membership fees.
            I hereby assign and transfer to the Massachusetts Police Association, Inc. Legal Defense Fund any and all rights to 
indemnification from for the cost of legal representation that I have or may have against my employer.  I agree to cooperate 
with the Legal Defense Fund in recouping any amounts expended by the Fund for legal fees and costs and, upon request, to 
execute any and all documents necessary or convenient to facilitate a recovery by the Legal Defense Fund.  If I have a right 
of action against any party for legal fees and costs and do not wish to pursue it, I will, upon request, assign such right of 
action to the Legal Defense Fund or its assigns, to the extent lawfully permissible and assist the Legal Defense Fund in its 
prosecution of this cause of action.  In the event that I recover compensation or damages from any third party that includes 
the costs of any legal services provided to me hereunder, I shall fully reimburse the Massachusetts Police Association, Inc. 
Legal Defense Fund for the payments it made on my behalf.
            I understand that the attorneys provided to me by the Legal Defense Fund have no obligation or duty to pursue or 
inquire into indemnification by my employer or its insurer.

Date: ________________________                  Applicant: ___________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________   Email: ______________________________________

LEGAL 
DEFENSE 
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154 Mill St. 
Burlington, MA 01803 

617-942-0776
info@paintingmyplace.com

271 Lincoln Street
Lexington, MA 02421

John F. Ryan DMD
Pascale E. Berty DMD

Lisa E. Elder DDS

(781)862-0350

frontdesk@lexingtondentalassociates.com
www.lexingtondentalassociates.com

15 MCGRATH HIGHWAY
SOMERVILLE, MA 02143

617-628-6444
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Thank you to all businesses and 
residents who continue to support the 
Massachusetts Police Association. 

Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!





59 School Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

(413) 774-2783 * (800) 628-8498
FAX: (413) 772-2988 

sales@jurekbrothers.com

Serving the Law Enforcement
Community for 4 generations

Celebrating our 90th Year!

Jurek
Brothers


