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MPs LEAD PROTEST AT RUSSIAN EMBASSY

said an offi cial source at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
a statement.

Kuwait calls on the interna-
tional community to respond to 
the exerted efforts by the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Qatar and 
Turkey and hold the extraordi-
nary and emergency session of 
the UN General Assembly to 
discuss the situation in Syria, 
the offi cial source added.

Kuwait, in line with its Arab 
Continued on Page 37

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah received Tuesday 
a phone call from Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz who 
inquired about his health con-
dition after he caught a cold.

His Highness the Amir 
thanked King Salman for his 
phone call which refl ected the 
solid relationship between the 
two countries and people.

His Highness the Amir 
wished Saudi Arabia and 
the Saudi people enjoyed ev-
erlasting prosperity under the 
leadership of King Salman.

His Highness the Amir also 
received Tuesday a phone 
call from Qatari Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, who inquired about 
his health condition after he 
caught a cold.

His Highness the Amir 

Continued on Page 37

Techies vow no Trump aid to track Muslims
WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (RTRS): More than 100 em-
ployees of technology companies including Alphabet 
Inc’s Google, Twitter Inc and Salesforce pledged on 
Tuesday to not help US President-elect Donald Trump’s 
administration build a data registry to track people based 
on their religion or assist in mass deportations.

Drawing comparisons to the Holocaust and the in-
ternment of Japanese Americans during World War II, 
the employees signed an open letter at neveragain.tech 

rebuking ideas fl oated by Trump during the campaign 
trail. The protest comes a day before several technology 
company executives are due to meet with the real-estate 
developer in New York City.

“We are choosing to stand in solidarity with Muslim 
Americans, immigrants, and all people whose lives and 
livelihoods are threatened by the incoming administra-
tion’s proposed data collection policies”, reads the letter, 

Continued on Page 37

Other Voices

Responsible fi nancial reform
in safekeeping of the unknown

By Ali Ahmed Al-Baghli
Former Minister of Oil

IN my opinion, the November elec-
tion did not produce members who 
have responsible fi nancial agenda. 
Majority of the candidates won 
votes through manipulation of the 
populace mood by vowing that 
their income will not be touched 
regardless of its size.

This phenomenon has been com-
mon for the people of Kuwait since 
the discovery of oil and luxury 
became a norm in the country, fol-
lowed by the fraudulent naturaliza-
tion of people 
being uncov-
ered day after 
day.

All of these 
people are 
brought togeth-
er fi nancially in 
Kuwait based 
on the princi-
ple: “Are you 
full?” And they reply, “Are there 
more?” This is supported by some 
members of the National Assem-
bly who presumably erred when 
they stood in favor of the recent 
rationalization and fi nancial reform 
measures which led to the fuel 
price hike.

It is unfortunate that the gov-
ernment — both the one which 
resigned and the new one — does 

not encourage rationalization and 
fi nancial reforms because it looks 
at returns from the fuel price hike 
estimated at KD150 million on 
one hand, and on the other hand, 
it spends hundreds of millions on 
loans and grants for foreign coun-
tries which is a controversial issue.

Many of the countries that were 
lucky to acquire loan or grant from 
Kuwait stood against the latter at a 
time it needed their support during 
the catastrophe which befell this 
country — when Saddam Hussein 
and Iraq’s military forces occupied 
Kuwait in August 1990 and wiped 
it out of the political map.

The positions taken by such 
countries and some organizations 
baffl ed Kuwait up to a point they 
were named ‘countries against …,’ 
in addition to government spend-
ing on funds and organizations in-
vented by some in a bid to please 
relatives and friends. This is where 
millions of dinars are spent without 
returns or benefi ts. 

Add to this the bonuses and al-
lowances given to government em-
ployees and its foreign advisors, 
among many other examples which 
indicate inability of the govern-
ment, represented by the fi nance 
minister, to propose and execute 
fi nancial reforms.

Email: ali-albaghli@hotmail.com
Continued on Page 37

Al-Baghli

Photo by Mahmoud Jadeed
Kuwaiti protesters during a 
demonstration outside the 
Russian embassy to condemn 
Moscow’s support of the Syr-
ian regime besieging rebel-
held Aleppo. Carrying ban-
ners saying ‘stop crimes’ and 
save Aleppo around two thou-
sand demonstrators marched 
on the diplomatic compound.

UN warns on  reprisals

Evacuation of Aleppo
at risk amid clashes
ALEPPO, Syria, Dec 14, (Agencies): 
Shelling and air strikes sent terrifi ed 
residents running through the streets 
of Aleppo on Wednesday as a deal to 
evacuate rebel districts of the city was 
in danger of falling apart.

The agreement reached Tuesday was 
meant to pave the way for thousands 
of civilians and rebel fi ghters to evacu-
ate Syria’s second city, scene of some 
of the worst fi ghting in more than fi ve 
years of war.

But cold and hungry civilians who 
had gathered before dawn to evacuate 
were instead plunged back into a famil-
iar nightmare.

“Bombing is ongoing, no one can 
move. Everyone is hiding and terri-
fi ed,” activist Mohammad al-Khatib 
told AFP from inside the city.

“The wounded and dead are lying in 
the street. No one dares to try and re-
trieve the bodies.”

The evacuation, agreed under a deal 
brokered by Russia and Turkey, had 
been due to begin at 5:00 am (0300 
GMT) but was delayed, with buses 
parked outside rebel-held areas left 
waiting.

Following several hours of quiet, 
fi ghting then erupted anew in the rav-
aged city, with Syria’s regime, the re-
bels and their foreign allies trading ac-
cusations of blame.

As booms of air strikes and artillery 
fi re rang out, an AFP correspondent in 
rebel areas saw panicked civilians run-
ning in the streets to fi nd shelter, some 
hiding in the doorframes of damaged 
buildings.

The correspondent saw several 
wounded civilians, as well as a regime 
tank turning its cannon towards opposi-
tion-held districts and opening fi re.

The Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights reported “very intense clashes 
on every front line” and said at least 
two people had been killed in rebel ar-
eas.

State television said rebel rocket fi re 
on government-controlled areas had 

also resumed, killing at least seven peo-
ple.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan said he would speak with Rus-
sian counterpart Vladimir Putin later in 
bid to rescue the deal.

“The situation on the ground is very 
fragile and complicated,” he said.

Moscow, a staunch ally of President 
Bashar al-Assad, said Damascus re-
sumed its assault on Aleppo after rebels 
violated the ceasefi re.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said 
Moscow expected rebel resistance in 
the city to end in the next “two to three 
days”.

Rebels and a source close to the re-
gime told AFP that the evacuation had 
been suspended after objections from 
the Syrian government.

The source said Damascus objected 
to the number of people leaving, claim-
ing rebels had sought to raise it from 
2,000 to 10,000.

But Yasser al-Youssef, a political of-
fi cial from the Nureddin al-Zinki rebel 
group, said the regime and its ally Iran 
were trying to add “new conditions” to 
the agreement.

“They want to link this deal to other 
issues, including the areas of Fuaa and 
Kafraya,” he added, referring to two 
government-held Shiite-majority vil-
lages in northwestern Syria that are un-
der rebel siege.

Turkey too accused Assad’s regime 
and its supporters of blocking the deal.

French President Francois Hollande 
joined Washington’s call for interna-
tional observers to be sent in to oversee 
the evacuation.

Hollande said those trapped by the 
fi ghting should “be evacuated in a 
dignifi ed and safe manner, under the 
supervision of international observers 
and in the presence of humanitarian or-
ganisations.”

Before the fi ghting resumed, crowds 
of civilians could be seen gathered in 

Continued on Page 37

Photo by Mahmoud Jadeed
One of the organizers addressing protesters during a rally outside the Russian 
embassy in Kuwait to condemn Moscow’s support of the Syrian regime besieg-

ing rebel-held Aleppo.

Group calls for end to kafala system
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14, (AFP): A Kuwaiti rights 
group Wednesday called on the Gulf state to abol-
ish its “kafala” system for foreign workers which has 
long been criticised as a form of bonded labour or 
even slavery.

In its 2016 annual report, the Kuwait Association 
for the Fundamentals of Human Rights called for 
“abolishing the current kafala system and replacing it 
with rules according to international standards”.

Qatar on Tuesday became the fi rst of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states to end kafala, 
which prevents workers from moving to a new job 
before their contracts end without their boss’s con-
sent, resulting in a wide range of abuses.

Around 25 million foreigners live and work in the 
energy-rich GCC states, making up half of the popu-
lation.

Kuwait urges Security Council to act
Emergency meetings called over Aleppo

By Abubakar A. Ibrahim
Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: The State of Kuwait on Wednes-
day called on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
to shoulder “its historic responsibility and stop the blood 

shedding” in the embattled Syrian city of Aleppo.
The State of Kuwait, which has followed up “with deep concern 

and pain, the tragic conditions experienced by our Syrian brethren in 
Aleppo, has called on the international community, namely the Security 
Council, to shoulder its historic responsibility and halt the blood-let-
ting, protect the civilians and dispatch humanitarian aid into the city,” 

Continued on Page 37
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Kuwaiti youths’ combating of
radical ideologies ‘amazing’

US Embassy organizes ‘Tech-Camp’ workshop
Khalaf Dumaitheer Al-Enezi

(Tribal)
Second Constituency

KHALAF DUMAITHEER AL-
ENEZI was born in 1946 and holds 
a Teaching Diploma. He was a 
member of the National Council 
in 1990 and was elected member 
of the National Assembly in 1981, 
1985, 1992, 1996, 1999, 2003, 
2006, 2008 and 2009, in addition 
to the one annulled in 
December 2012.

In the July 2013 
election, Al-Enezi won 
eighth place in his con-
stituency with 1,637 
votes and in the 2016 
elections he secured 
seventh place with 
1,942 votes.

In the previous Par-
liament, Al-Enezi did 
not join any committee 
after he lost in the deputy speaker 
election, while in the current Par-
liament he was elected chairman of 
the Finance and Economic Affairs 
Committee.

Throughout his legislative ca-
reer, Al-Enezi served in several 
committees such as the Legal and 
Legislative, Budgets and Final Ac-
counts, Public Funds Protection, 
and Finance and Economic Affairs.

He contested the February 2012 
election but he lost as he ended on 
the 14th spot in his constituency, 
considering only the top 10 are de-
clared winners to represent a con-
stituency.

He is affi liated to Al-Enzi Tribe 
and he always sides with the gov-
ernment in addition to rejecting 
grilling motions against ministers.

In December 2011, the Public 
Prosecution questioned him due 
to his purported involvement in 
the multimillion deposit scandal in 
which many pro-government law-
makers were implicated.

Commenting on the formation of 
the current government, Al-Anezi 
joined his colleagues Mohammad 
Al-Jabri and Saad Al-Khanfour 
in commending current members 
of the Cabinet, asserting HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
made good a choice. They pointed 
out Oil Minister Mustapha Al-Sha-
mali is an example of a statesman 
and Finance Minister Sheikh Salem 
Al-Abdulaziz is a real specialist. 
They voiced optimism on the per-
formance of the new Cabinet as its 
members are effi cient and experi-
enced in their fi elds.

With cancellation of loan inter-
ests as the main item in his elec-
tion platform, Al-Enezi announced 
his plan to spearhead a campaign 
to write-off interests on consumer 
loans of citizens and demand for re-
scheduling of debts over 20 years.

He was also quoted as saying 
that since 1992, the consecutive 
parliaments failed to realize the as-
pirations of Kuwaitis due to lack of 
understanding of the real sense of 
democracy. “The previous parlia-
ments were dissolved due to the 
attitude of some MPs who seek to 
create problems, foment discords 
and aggravate confl icts between the 
legislative and executive authori-
ties. Indecent and insulting remarks 
do not help democracy,” he added.

Describing the National Assembly 
speaker as the “safety valve of de-
mocracy in Kuwait,” Al-Enezi point-
ed out the speaker enjoys support of 
all segments of the society, thus, he 
can handle tough issues easily.

He warned that failure to tackle 
the unemployment issue in the nick 
of time could harm society because 
it might prompt some people to 
commit crimes.

Among the bills he supported 
were women’s political rights, 
State budget, Municipality, es-
tablishment of an Islamic body to 
develop and regulate the private 
sector, direct foreign investment, 
banning eavesdropping and segre-
gation in private universities.

Statement
On the fuel price increase and 

the need to grant fi nancial support 
to citizens, Al-Enezi said he trusts 
the ability of Kuwaiti authorities 
to fi nd an appropriate solution. He 
admitted he doesn’t know details of 
the expected solution, “but we want 
to emphasize that there is fl exibil-
ity on the part of the government 
with more than 70 percent sign of 
a breakthrough.”

He also underscored the impor-
tance of treating citizens fairly, 
adding they should not bear the 
consequences of the government’s 
way of dealing with the current 
economic situation.

 After fi ling his nomination pa-
pers for the December 2012 elec-
tion, he spoke passionately about the 
people’s right to choose new parlia-
mentarians and that they will always 
be loyal to the ruling family.

He claimed the opposition forces 
are misleading the public by raising 
doubt on the government’s ability, 
just to serve foreign agendas and 
personal interests. “Kuwaitis will 
not accept a ruler other than Al-
Sabah. Most members of the Ma-
jority Bloc have good intentions for 
Kuwait, but three or four of them 
are trying to put the country on 
the stage of repression and arrests 
which are basically the ambitions 

of the Muslim Brotherhood. They 
want to snatch the prerogatives of 
HH the Amir,” he stated.

On the deposits scandal in which 
he was implicated, he asserted the 
charges laid out by the opposition 
were merely for political gains, not 
criminal. He was acquitted by the 
court.

Voting Record

■ Electricity and Water Tariffs 
(2016), approved
■ Financial Controllers-auditors 
(2016), approved
■ Domestic Workers and Domestic 
Workers Recruitment (2015), ap-
proved
■ Consumer Protection (2015), ap-
proved
■ Anti-Corruption (2015), approved
■ Cyber Crime (2015), approved
■ Surveillance Camera (2015), ap-
proved
■ Military Service-conscription 
(2015), approved
■ Granting Citizenship to 4,000 

Bedouns Bill (2013), approved
■ Anti-Money Laundering & Fi-
nancing Terrorism Bill (2013), 
absent
■ Writing-off Loan Interests of 
Citizens Bill (2013), approved
■ Unemployment Insurance Bill 
(2013), approved
■ Small and Medium Enterpris-
es Bill (2013), approved
■ One-Vote Decree Bill (2013), 
absent
■ National Unity Decree Bill 
(2013), absent

■ Amendment Decree of the Sports 
Law (2013), absent
■ Anti-Corruption and Financial Dis-
closure Decree (2013), absent
■ Annual Plan for 2011/2012, 
(2013), absent
■ Foreign Agreements (2013), absent
■ Amendment of Housing Care Law 
(2013), absent
■ Privatization of Kuwait Airways 
Corporation Law (2013), absent
■ Electronic Transaction Law 
(2012), approved
■ Final Accounts for 1999/2000 and 
2010/2011 (2013), approved
■ Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Technology Authority (2013), 
approved
■ Amendment of Companies Law 
(2013), absent
■ Amendment of Cooperative Soci-
eties Law (2013), approved
■ Settlement Decree with Iraqi Air-
ways (2013), absent
■ Postponement of former prime 
minister’s grilling by Ahmed Al-
Saadoun and Abdulrahman Al-An-
jari (2011), approved
■ Referral of Adel Al-Sarawi and 
Marzouq Al-Ghanim’s grilling re-
quest against former Development 
Minister Sheikh Ahmed Al-Fahd 
Al-Sabah to the Legal Committee 
(2011), approved
■ Removal of former prime minis-
ter’s grilling by Ahmed Al-Saadoun 
and Abdulrahman Al-Anjari from the 
agenda (2011), approved
■ No-confi dence motion against 
the former premier by Waleed Al 
Tabtabaei, Mohammed Hayef and 
Mubarak Al- Walaan (2011), rejected
■ Re-voting on Teacher and Stu-
dent Bonuses Law (2011), approved
■ Holy Qura’an Authority (2011), ap-
proved
■ State budget (2011), approved
■ No-confi dence motion against 
former Information Minister Sheikh 
Ahmed Al-Abdullah by Ali Al-Deqba-
si (2010), rejected
■ No-confi dence motion against the 
former premier by Faisal Al-Mislem 
(2010), rejected
■ No-confi dence against the former 
prime minister by Musallam Al-Bar-
rak, Saleh Al-Mulla, Jamaan Al- Har-
bash (2010), rejected
■ Re-vamping of KPC (2010), ap-
proved
■ Loan Interest Removal Law 
(2010), approved
■ Proposal to re-vote on Loan Inter-
est Removal Law (2010), approved
■ Loan Defaulters Fund (2010), re-
jected
■ Development Plan (2010), ab-
stained
■ Privatization (2010), rejected
■ Transfer of Investigations Depart-
ment from the Interior Ministry to the 
Public Prosecution (2010), abstained
■ No-confi dence motion against for-
mer Interior Minister Sheikh Jaber 
Al- Khaled Al-Sabah by Musallam 
Al- Barrak (2009), rejected
■ Private Sector Labor Law (2009), 
approved
■ Bill on granting women full political 
rights (2006), approved
■ KNPC budget 2005/2006 (2006), 
approved
■ KNPC’s closing accounts 
1999/2004 (2004), approved
■ Draft on developing sports sector 
(2004), approved
■ Kuwait Airways budget 2005/2006 
(2006), abstained
■ Kuwait Airways closing accounts 
1997-2004 (2004), abstained
■ Draft to waive KD2,000 overdue 
electricity and water bills (2003), ap-
proved
■ Draft to develop and construct 
public warehouses and border 
points (2003), approved
■ State budget (2003), approved
■ Municipality Law (2003), approved
■ Draft on establishing an Islamic 
body to develop and regulate the 
private sector (2003), approved
■ No-confi dence vote on Deputy Pre-
mier and State Minster for Cabinet and 
National Assembly Affairs Mohammed 
Daifallah Sharar (2003), rejected
■ Amendment of Social Security 
Law to grant allowance to Kuwaiti 
employees with hazardous jobs 
(2003), abstained
■ Direct Foreign Investment Law 
(2003), approved
■ Temporary suspension of Army 
Conscription Law until amendments 
are fi nalized (2003), approved
■ Amendment of Traffi c Law for stiff-
er penalties (2003), abstained
■ Draft to grant political rights to 
women (2003), rejected
■ No-confi dence vote on former 
Minister of Electricity, Water and 
Housing Affairs Dr Adel Al Subih 
(2003), rejected

mp profile getting to know you

Al-Enezi

Sheikh Thamer while receiving US offi cial.

Security chief, US offi cial discuss issues of common interest
National Security Bureau chief Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah met with the head of a delegation from the 
Center for American Progress Ambassador John Craig 
on Wednesday, where the two offi cials discussed is-

sues of mutual concern.
During the meeting, strategies to enhance bilateral ties 

were discussed, in addition to regional and international 
developments, a statement by the bureau noted. (KUNA)

KUWAIT CITY, 
Dec 14, (KUNA): 
Kuwaiti youths’ cre-
ativity in combating 
radicalization and 
extremism via so-
cial media and other 
technological means 
is “amazing” and 
highly appreciated, 
said Nicole Chulick, 
Deputy Coordinator 
for Products in the 
Bureau of Interna-
tional Information 
Programs at the US 
State Department.

Following a workshop 
organized by the Ameri-
can Embassy under the 
title (Tech-Camp) late 
Tuesday, Chulick told 
KUNA that it was very 
encouraging from the 
Kuwaiti government to 
take part in such an event 
which refl ected keenness 
in countering terrorism 
and false information on 
social media.

Tech-Camp, the fi rst 
event of its kind to be held 
in the Gulf region, is help-
ing in dispelling wrong ide-
as about the Muslim world, 
said Chulick who affi rmed 
that the youth here, with 
their homegrown ideas, 
produced creative methods 
that were amazingly refut-
ing terrorist ideologies.

The participants from 
most ministries have prov-
en that they were capable of 
producing effective meas-
ures to counter negative 
messages on social media 
via spreading awareness on 
the vital issue through per-
sonal accounts and other 
applications, Chulick af-
fi rmed.

Important
“Kuwait has an impor-

tant leading role in helping 
to host such an event like 
Tech-Camp,” she said.

Participants from the 
private sector also showed 
great interest in combating 
terrorism through social 
media outlets like Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, 
YouTube, and Snapchat, 
she added Kuwait’s keen-
ness on being part of the 
global fi ght against terror-
ism is very important, said 
the US diplomat, adding 
that this threat was becom-
ing part of an international 
issue that needed to be ad-
dressed promptly.

“If we are going to com-
bat online radicalization in 
our communities, we need 
to involve the full support 
from your communities. 
We need every voice,” said 
Chulick, adding “I have 
said in the Tech-Champ 
workshop that we as indi-
viduals should be responsi-
ble in what we say in public 
and on social networks... 
To check the content of 
what we receive and what 
we watch... It is our respon-
sibility fi rst, we should start 
with ourselves then spread 
these ideas to other indi-
viduals.” She emphasized 
“The United States has an 
obligation to continue its 
fi ght against terrorism on 
social media and by con-
tinuing more Tech-Camps 
and workshop in many 
regions to spread more 
awareness.” “I believe that 
the problem of using so-
cial network in promoting 
violence and terrorism is an 
ongoing problem and we 
have an obligation to fi ght 
such radical movements 
that are spreading rapidly 
around the world.” In her 
closing statements, Chulick 
encouraged Kuwaiti youth 
to continue posting infor-
mation and updates on their 
activities, stay engaged, 
and carry on collaborating 
with one another, affi rm-
ing that “All young people 
have a vital role. They are 
the most credible voice to 
confront false narratives 
aiming to target their peers 
and their communities.”

KUNA photo

Sheikha Hessa ‘commends’
Kuwaiti women as self-made
MARRAKECH, Dec 14, (KUNA): Chairperson of Kuwait 
Businesswomen Committee Sheikha Hessa Saad Al-Abdul-
lah Al-Salem Al-Sabah said Tuesday the Kuwaiti women 
have always been self-made and shoulder their responsibili-
ties at present as they used to do in the past.

“In the past Kuwaiti mothers used to be independent in 
taking care of their children when the father goes fi shing or 
pearling or dies. So, it’s no wonder nowadays that they as-
sert themselves economically and assume high posts in the 
public or political life on equal footing with men,” Sheikha 
Hessa, also Chairperson of Council of Arab Businesswomen, 
pointed out.

She made the remarks in an interview with KUNA on the 
sidelines of the Arab businesswomen forum being held here 
on December 12-16.

Sheikha Hessa noted that she engaged in business and 
public life affairs since was young thanks to the encourage-
ment and support she received from her father.

“His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah continues backing up the woman empower-
ment initiatives. The Kuwaiti political leadership spare no ef-
fort in supporting the businesswomen fi nancially or through 
training and rehabilitation programs.

“There are numerous successful women who took up high 
managerial posts in state institutions and public life as well 
as diplomacy and politics as is the case in the parliament,” 
she went on.

Chulick
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Photos by Bassam Abu Shanab
Above: Some photos from the 10th Japanese Speech Contest.

Deanship of Community Service & Continuing Education at KU holds 10th Japanese Speech Contest
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: The 
Deanship of Community Service 
and Continuing Education at Kuwait 
University organized the 10th 
Japanese Speech Contest under the 
patronage of the Vice-President of 
Kuwait University for Support 
Services Dr Jassim Ramadan 
Al-Kandari in cooperation with the 
Japanese Embassy in Kuwait.

According to a press release, HE 
the Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait 

Takashi Ashiki and Chairman of the 
Japanese Society in Kuwait Jutaro 
Ito were present at the venue along 
with the Director of Continuing 
Learning, Training and Societal 
Development Fatima Bahman.

HE Ambassador Takashi Ashiki 
expressed appreciation for the efforts 
exerted by the organizers of the con-
test, which is regarded as one of the 
cultural activities that the embassy 
has been organizing since 2007 with 

the cooperation of Kuwait University 
represented by the Deanship of 
Community Service and Continuing 
Education.

He affirmed that the speech con-
test aims at creating a suitable atmo-
sphere for cultural exchange among 
the people of both nations.

The ambassador said the competi-
tion has motivated learners of the 
Japanese language in Kuwait to 
compete and showcase their skills 

by delivering a speech in the 
Japanese language concerning top-
ics of their choice. He wished for 
more participation in the future con-
tests.

Meanwhile, Fatima Bahman 
expressed her delight over the fruit-
ful cooperation between the dean-
ship and the Japanese Embassy.

She congratulated the winners of 
the contest and commended their 
skills in the Japanese language, add-

ing that this has led the deanship to 
hold a series of Japanese language 
courses of various levels.

The results of the contests were 
announced by the judges of the con-
tests comprising of HE the 
Ambassador Takashi Ashiki, 
Chairman of the Japanese Society in 
Kuwait Jutaro Ito and a student in 
Japan Fatima Fakhrdin. The winners 
were — Latifa Hadi, Khaled Al 
Bahri, and Mishar Hamad.

The contest aimed at improving 
the speaking and presentation skills 
of non-Japanese learners of the 
Japanese language and to give them 
an opportunity to demonstrate their 
ability.

Most participants were Kuwaitis 
who have learnt Japanese in various 
manners. The event was also a good 
occasion to encourage Kuwaitis to 
the Japanese language.

The event was open for the public.

‘Competition motivates learners of Japanese language in Kuwait’

Meet held in light of Amir’s guidelines Awqaf minister says keen
on maintaining moderation

Youth initiative launched by Kuwaiti envoy to Italy hailed

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14, 
(KUNA): Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Mohammad Al-Jabri has 
affirmed his keenness on 
maintaining moderation 
and “combating extrem-
ism and thoughts of anni-
hilation.” Minister 
Al-Jabri, the sole legisla-
tor in the recently formed 
new cabinet, made the 
assertion during a cere-
mony marking his 
assumption of the senior 
post.

The newly-assigned minis-
ter affirmed his keenness on 
maintaining “moderation, his 
resolve to fight radicalism 
and destructive thoughts; 
because our religion is a reli-
gion of moderation,” indicat-
ing that scholars in the coun-
try are supportive of this 
approach.

The State of Kuwait has 
repeatedly affirmed that it advo-
cates Islam as a religion of mod-
eration and peaceful co-exis-
tence among diverse communi-
ties. Kuwait hosts communities 
from various nations of diverse 
faiths, with freedom to practice 
their beliefs.

On his call to pray for the 
people of Aleppo, the minister 
replied, “this is the least we can 
offer to our stricken brothers in 
Aleppo” praying to His 
Almighty to relieve them of 
their hardships.

The State of Kuwait has urged 
the Security Council to shoulder 

its responsibilities towards the 
tragic conditions in Aleppo and 
called for an irregular Arab 
meeting to look into the plight 
of the war-battered residents of 
the Syrian city. 

A Gulf student delegation has 
visited the University of Rome 
Tor Vergata, on the second day 
of a journey to Italy, as part of 
the “Youth Ambassadors of the 
Gulf” initiative.

The 70-member delegation, 
led by the GCC Youth 
Commission Khaled Issa, was 
accompanied during the 
Tuesday visit by Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali 
Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
They toured some of the univer-
sity facilities, colleges and sci-
entific centers.

The GCC youth also met with 
President of University of Rome 
Tor Vergata professor Giuseppe 

Novelli and a host of the profes-
sors.

Novelli said such youth initia-
tives within the university and 
scientific framework, offered 
the best means for cultural com-
munication among people.

Briefed
He briefed the delegation on 

the special nature of the univer-
sity, and its keenness on pro-
moting scientific and research 
cooperation, working within the 
framework of a network of 18 
European universities, besides 
two American ones.

Novelli noted that they are 
keen on boosting cooperation 
with the Gulf universities and 
scientific and research cen-
ters.

Meanwhile, the GCC youth 
visited Gulf patients receiving 
treatment at the institute of 

Mediterranean blood diseases at 
the Tor Vergata International 
Medical School.

Talking to KUNA, professor 
Novelli lauded the youth initia-
tive launched by the Kuwaiti 
envoy Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for promot-
ing these bilateral ties.

He said that the Rome Tor 
Vergata has concluded a host of 
agreements with universities in 
the Gulf, as part of an approach 
that includes opening depart-
ments for studying the Arabic 
language and Islamic culture.

On his part, the Kuwaiti 
Ambassador Sheikh Ali 
Al-Khaled highly appreciated 
the Italian university and its 
keenness to act as a gate for 
further communication with 
youth of the Gulf, as well as for 
enhancing cultural and humani-
tarian values.

Kuwait govt officials & NGOs
ponder avenues for ‘reforms’
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14, (KUNA): 
Officials and members of the govern-
ment economic affairs commission 
held a meeting on Wednesday with 
NGOs’ representa-
tives discussing 
possible steps to 
boost reforms at the 
national level and 
re-activate these 
associations’ role in 
this respect.

The commission, 
headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister 
Anas Al-Saleh, has 
opted to specialize 
its first meeting for such a debate, 
reflecting the government keenness on 
placing economic issues on top of the 
task priorities, according to a commit-
tee statement.

The meeting was held in light of 
guidelines by His Highness the Amir for 
greater efforts to push economic and 

financial reforms forward, and in imple-
mentation of His Highness the Prime 
Minister’s instructions. Such an 
approach is necessary for alleviating the 
State budget burden, trimming expendi-
ture, improving the business environ-
ment, the labor market, privatizing many 
sectors and services and creating jobs.

The meeting included representa-
tives of the Graduates Society of 
Kuwait, Kuwait Bar Association, 
Kuwait Accountants and Auditors 
Association (KAAA), Kuwait 
Engineers Society, Kuwait Economic 
Society as well as specialists from gov-
ernment departments.

The Government Commission also 
includes Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor and Minister of State for 
Economic Affairs Dr Hind Al-Sebeeh, 
Minister of State for Housing Affairs 
and Minister of State for Utilities 
Yasser Abul, Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Khaled Al-Roudan, 
Minister of Oil, Electricity and Water 
Issam Al-Marzouq. 

MoH to rebuild trust: Health 
Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi confirmed 
Wednesday the ministry’s determina-
tion toward reform and elimination of 
corruption in the Kuwaiti health sector 
to rebuild the public trust in the coun-
try’s healthcare services.

Al-Harbi made his remarks to 
reporters on the sidelines of a ceremo-
ny to receive well-wishers of his new 
ministerial post, reiterating his keen-
ness to exert all efforts to reduce crowd 
congestion at hospitals and attain jus-
tice and equal opportunities for all.

He also mentioned his meeting with 
the council of undersecretaries, during 
which they reviewed measures of 
rebuilding trust in Kuwait’s health care 
and ways to reduce the need to re-open 
emergency clinics at hospitals, adding 
that among the number of solutions 
proposed during the meeting was 
building two mini-hospitals in each 
health area. (KUNA)

❑      ❑      ❑

Kuwait hands out 1,500 heaters: 
Kuwait’s Consulate-General in Irbil 
announced Wednesday that around 

1,500 heaters were handed out to the 
internally displaced persons of Mosul 
and residents of Khazir camp in east-
ern Mosul.

This is the second time in less than 
a week that heaters have been distrib-
uted to internally displaced Iraqis, 
Consul-General Dr. Omar Al-Kandari 
told KUNA, reiterating Kuwait’s keen-
ness on providing various aid to the 
displaced Iraqis, particularly the new 
ones who are desperate for heating 
sources in light of current cold and 
freezing weather.

These humanitarian aid are part of 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
humanitarian initiatives as the 
Humanitarian Leader to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people, 
Al-Kandari noted.

He also affirmed Kuwait’s continu-
ation to secure and meet the needs of 
displaced Iraqis, and support them 
through all means in order to protect 
them from the cold weather, pointing 
out the consulate’s plan to provide 
winter necessities for over 50,000 dis-
placed persons. (KUNA)

News in Brief KUNA photo
President of University of Rome ‘Tor Vergata’ Prof Giuseppe Novelli and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Sheikh 

Ali Khaled Al-Sabah flanked by a group of GCC student delegation and GCC youth commission. 

Al-Saleh
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WHO welcomes $5 mln Kuwaiti
life-saving aid to people in Mosul

Kuwait raises $500,000 for Aleppo

ple, we are seeing that they 
are in urgent need of both 
essential health services and 
trauma care,” said Altaf Mu-
sani, WHO Representative in 
Iraq.

“It is a double burden: 
treating confl ict-related in-
juries while also providing 
routine care for women giv-
ing birth, for children to be 
immunized, and for chronic 
diseases to be managed be-
fore they get worse.” Kuwait 
has also vowed to continue to 
support to the WHO activi-
ties to help vulnerable people 
in Iraq.

“We want to help ease the 
suffering of people living 
in Mosul, where too many 
people are in urgent need of 
health care,” the WHO quoted 
Kuwait’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions and other international 
organizations in Geneva, Am-
bassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim, 
as saying in the press state-
ment.

Continue
“We will continue work-

ing with WHO to help peo-
ple in places where the need 
is greatest.” With military 
operations continuing in 
Mosul, WHO noted that it is 
working with national health 
authorities and health cluster 
partners to ensure that people 
with war-related trauma inju-
ries have access to life-saving 
medical care. 

WHO estimates that some 
40, 000 civilians will need 
trauma care due to Mosul 
military operations.

WHO recently delivered 
life-saving medicines and 
medical supplies and kits in-
side Mosul. The shipment 
which provided materials to 
treat almost 13, 000 patients, 
include chronic disease medi-
cines, antibiotics and supplies 
to treat trauma injuries. How-
ever, more supplies and ser-
vices are needed as the con-
fl ict continues, the statement 
concluded.

Meanwhile, the Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) 
said it has raised a sum of 
$500,000 in humanitarian 
and relief aid to the residents 
of the besieged Syrian city of 
Aleppo.

The sum is just part of a 
USD-1-million fund-raising 
campaign aiming at alleviat-
ing the sufferings of the resi-
dents of Aleppo, the KRCS’s 
public relations and media 
chief Khaled Al-Zaid said to 
KUNA.

Al-Zaid urged Kuwaiti 
people to support the relief 
campaign, dubbed “Aleppo 
Scream” in order to help in 
easing out the woes of Aleppo 
residents who have been suf-
fering awfully critical living 
conditions.

He added that the society’s 
humanitarian initiative was 
launched yesterday (Tuesday) 
and runs for fi ve days.

Efforts
It comes within the frame-

work of Kuwait’s relentless 
relief efforts aiming at help-
ing Syrian refugees and dis-
placed persons in general and 
people of Aleppo in particu-
lar, the KRCS offi cial pointed 
out.

The besieged Syrian city of 
Aleppo has been under stiff 
attacks by Syrian government 
forces and their allied militias, 
sparking wide-scale Arab and 
international outrage.

Earlier on Tuesday, the UN 
Security Council (UNSC) 
held an emergency session 
upon France and UK request 
against the tragic backdrop in 
Aleppo.

UN Secretary – General 
Ban Ki-moon appealed to 
those who have the infl uence 
and the power to alleviate 
the suffering of the people of 
Aleppo.

Qatar called Tuesday for 
an emergency meeting of 
the Arab League Council at 
the level of permanent del-
egates to discuss the tragic 
situation in the Syrian city 
of Aleppo.

Today, the State of Kuwait 
has called for holding an ex-
traordinary Arab ministerial 
meeting next Monday to dis-
cuss the “tragic conditions” in 
the war-torn city.

Photos show Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Faisal with personnel who called on him.

Farwaniya Governor receives offi cials
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Fais-
al Al-Hamoud Al-Malik Al-Sabah 
on Dec 13 received the movie star 
Jawad Al-Shakerji and his wife 
Ateka Al-Khateeb who is a fi lm 
director. 

During the meeting, the two 
parties discussed the importance 
of cinema in developing the soci-
ety and raising public awareness.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Faisal re-
ceived the Acting Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Consultation Ser-
vices and Psychiatric Guidance at 

the Social Development Offi ce in 
the Prime Minister’s Diwan Dr Wa-
faa Al-Arada.  Al-Sabah praised 
the services offered by the Social 
Development in enhancing posi-
tive values. 

Also, the governor received 
Dr Mubarak Al-Shimmari who 
recently received a doctorate 
degree. Dr Al-Shimmari pre-
sented the governor with a copy 
of his thesis titled “Evaluating 
the programs offered to the visu-
ally impaired individuals in Kuwait 

based on international criteria”. 
Sheikh Faisal stressed the im-

portance of scientifi c researches 
for developing the Kuwaiti soci-
ety. 

In addition, Sheikh Faisal also 
received the Director of Adminis-
trative Affairs at Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Turad Al-Enzi.  

Al-Enzi presented the gover-
nor with a copy of his new book 
titled “Your guide when hired”. 
Sheikh Faisal thanked Al-Enzi 
and wished him the best.

KUNA photo
Minister of Justice and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Dr Falih Al-Azb 

receives well-wishers.

deaths

Kuwait Today

 Prayer Timings
Fajr   05:10
Sunrise  06:34 
Zohr  11:43
Asr 14:33
Maghrib   16:51
Isha   18:14

Dec 14, 2016

Weather
Expected weather for the next 24 hours:
By Night: Partly cloudy with light to moderate 

south easterly changing to south westerly wind, 
with speed of 15-38 km/h with a chance for scat-
tered light rain.

By Day: Partly cloudy with light to moderate 
freshening gradually at times south easterly wind, 
with speed of 15-40 km/h with a chance for scat-
tered light rain.
Station Max  Min
 Exp Rec
Kuwait City 22 15
Kuwait Airport  23 08
Abdaly 22 07
Bubyan 19 14
Jahra 23 12
Failaka Island 20 13
Salmiyah 20 17
Ahmadi  21 16
Nuwaisib 23 13
Wafra 24 12
Salmy 21 07

4 days forecast - Weather
Thursday, Dec 15

Expected weather ....................Sunny + rising dust
Max Temp........................................................18C
Min Temp.........................................................10C
Wind Direction ..................................................NW
Wind Speed ..........................................15-40 km/h

Friday, Dec 16
Expected weather ........................................ Sunny
Max Temp........................................................17C
Min Temp.........................................................05C
Wind Direction ..................................................NW
Wind Speed ..........................................15-38 km/h

Saturday, Dec 17
Expected weather ..............................Partly cloudy
Max Temp........................................................18C
Min Temp.........................................................05C
Wind Direction ..................................................NW
Wind Speed ..........................................12-35 km/h

Sunday, Dec 18
Expected weather ..............................Mostly sunny
Max Temp........................................................19C
Min Temp.........................................................06C
Wind Direction .........................................NW-VRB
Wind Speed ..........................................08-30 km/h

Marine Forecast
Station Max Min Sea          Today’s
 Exp Rec Surf           Waves
    Ht Dirn
South Dolphin 17 11 16 5 ft NW

Umm Mudayrah 19 16 - 5 ft NW
Beacon M28 - - - 5 ft NW
Beacon N6 17 10 - 5 ft NW
Qaruh Island 24 19 20 5 ft NW
Umm Al-Maradim 24 19 - 5 ft NW
Sea Island Buo - - - - -
Salmiyah 20 17 - 5 ft NW

4 days forecast - Marine
Thursday, Dec 15

Expected weather ....................Sunny + rising dust
Sea state .....................Moderate to rough at times
Wave height................................................... 3-7 ft
Max Temp........................................................18C
Min Temp.........................................................10C
Wind Direction ..................................................NW
Wind Speed ..........................................15-40 km/h

Friday, Dec 16
Expected weather ........................................ Sunny
Sea state .................................. Slight to moderate
Wave height................................................... 2-5 ft
Max Temp........................................................17C
Min Temp.........................................................05C
Wind Direction ..................................................NW
Wind Speed ..........................................15-38 km/h

Saturday, Dec 17
Expected weather ..............................Partly cloudy
Sea state .................................. Slight to moderate
Wave height................................................... 2-5 ft
Max Temp........................................................18C
Min Temp.........................................................05C
Wind Direction ..................................................NW
Wind Speed ..........................................12-35 km/h

Sunday, Dec 18
Expected weather ..............................Mostly sunny
Sea state .................................. Slight to moderate
Wave height................................................... 1-4 ft
Max Temp........................................................19C
Min Temp.........................................................06C
Wind Direction .........................................NW-VRB
Wind Speed ..........................................08-30 km/h

Tide times at Shuwaikh Port
1st high tide: ..................................................12:45
2nd high tide: .................................................23:30
1st low tide:....................................................18:00
2nd low tide: ..................................................07:00
Sunrise: .........................................................06:34
Sunset: ..........................................................16:51

Recorded yesterday at Kuwait Airport
Max temp .........................................................20C
Min temp ..........................................................04C
Max Rh ........................................................... 89%
Min Rh ............................................................ 29%
Max Wind............................................... S 21 km/h
Total Rainfall in 24 hrs ...................................0 mm

Recorded yesterday at South Dolphin
Min/Max/ Air Temp .....................................11/18C
Min/Max Rel Hum ...................................... 48/74%
Wind Direction/Wind Speed................... S/28 km/h
Prev Wave Dir/Max Wave Ht ..........................N/- ft
Min/Max Sea Surface Temp ......................16/17 C
Sea Current ............................................Upwelling

— Directorate General of Civil Aviation, 
Meteorological Dept.

Nahiya Isa Atwan Al Enzi, 76 years old, wife of Ahmad Nasser Al Rekaibi, bur-
ied on Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Rabiya, Block 4, Street 9, House 8, Tel: 
96666906 (Women) Rabiya, Block 4, Street 9, House 6; Riyadh Mohammad Noori 
Abdu Kader, 60 years old, buried on Wednesday. Condolence: (Men) Doha, Block 
4, Abu Musa Al Ashari Street, House 30, Tel: 55655655-55445465 (Women) West 
Mishref, Block 3, Street 323, House 23, Tel: 25375888-25375999; Natheera Khalaf 
Ismail Khalaf, 82 years old, widow of Abdullah Ali Abdul Muhsen Al Nassar, bur-
ied on Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Qortuba, Block 2, Street 5, House 6, Tel: 
99400413-99021230 (Women) Qortuba, Block 2, Street 5, House 2, Tel: 25328860; 
Amal Mohammad Ali Husein, 43 years old, wife of Bader Adel Farhan Flaifel Al 
Shamary, buried on Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Waha, Block 4, Street 4, 
House 5, Tel: 55582020-65559262 (Women) Thaher, Block 4, Street 6, Avenue 1, 
House 9, Tel: 98887765; Ohoud Mohammad Salem Al Ajmi, 33 years old, wife of 
Abdullah Khalawi Al Shamali, buried on Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Fahad Al 
Ahmad, Block 2, Street 220, House 10, Tel: 97830005 (Women) Mubarak Al Ka-
beer, Block 3, Street 39, House 12 Tel: 55313777; Najat Abdul Razaak Salman 
Al Sameraie, 80 years old, widow of Hashim Sayed Mohammad Sayed Muhsen 
Al Alawi, buried on Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Qortuba, Block 3, Street 4, 
Avenue 4, House 45, Tel: 99055565-25344120 (Women) Shuhada, Block 3, Street 
306, House 18 Tel: 66654105 – 25233093; Jasem Mohammad Musa Al Hasawi, 
87 years old, buried on Wednesday. Condolences: Mansouriya, Block 2, Yousef Al 
Ghonaim Street, House 1, Tel: 66843432.

Specialist in H1 treatment

Cook Children’s Health Care
System offers diabetes plan
DUBAI, Dec 14: Cook Children’s Health 
Care System, a not-for-profi t pediatric 
health care organization based in Fort 
Worth, Texas, now offers international pa-
tients an Endocrine and Diabetes program, 
specializing in the treatment of hyperinsu-
linism (HI).

HI is a rare and severe disorder that fre-
quently causes persistent hypoglycemia in 
newborns and children. Cook Children’s 
multidisciplinary Endocrine and Diabetes 
program offers a Hyperinsulinism Center 
that is only one of two such centers in the 
United States. This center provides a spe-
cialized team dedicated to treat HI in kids 
and young adults. 

Says Executive Director International 
Patient Services Cynthia Gonzalez at Cook 
Children’s Health Care System: “Cook 
Children’s embraces an inspiring Promise 
— to improve the health of every child, 
through the prevention and treatment of 
illness, disease and injury. We are aware 
that many children living in the Gulf region 
are affected by diabetes and congenital HI. 
By including our Endocrine and Diabetes 
program within our international services, 
we look forward to making a difference 
with the assurance that each child will re-
ceive the most advanced care available, in 
a family-centered care environment.” Cook 
Children’s physicians and staff are experi-
enced in treating all diabetes-related issues 
in children from birth through their transi-
tion into adulthood.

With diabetes, education is a key compo-
nent of treatment and disease management. 
As such, Cook Children’s Health Care 
System provides certifi ed diabetic nurse 
educators and dieticians to assist children 
and their families. The Cook Children’s 
diabetes program is also recognized by the 
American Diabetes Association for Quality 
Self-Management Education.

Since the opening of the Cook Children’s 
Hyperinsulinism Center in 2010, more than 
150 children have been evaluated and treat-
ed for congenital HI.

The center is led by Medical Director 
Paul Thornton, M.D., one of the few phy-

sicians in the United States with extensive 
clinical and research experience in con-
genital HI. Dr Thornton’s work is so well 
respected, he was recently named a Rare 
Disease Hero by Rare Disease Communica-
tions. The award recognizes fi ve physicians 
each year for groundbreaking research and 
treatment in the rare disease community. 

Says Dr Thornton: “As we continue to 
treat children from across the country and 
the world, we’re excited to share informa-
tion about our program and the excellent 
team providing quality, family-centered 
care.”

Actively involved at the international 
level, Dr Thornton and the specialty medi-
cal team work with other renowned physi-
cians, researchers and specialists to con-
tinually improve the care and treatment of 
children with HI. The result is that the Cook 
Children’s program is continually deliver-
ing the most advanced treatments, and even 
cures, for infants, children, teens and young 
adults with this very rare disease.

Children who are newly diagnosed with 
hyperinsulinism are admitted to 

Cook Children’s Medical Center to re-
ceive a comprehensive medical evaluation. 
Depending on the type of hyperinsulinism 
and the treatment plan, the initial admission 
is two to six weeks. 

Starting from day one, the Cook Chil-
dren’s team assists parents with the full un-
derstanding of their child’s condition — a 
service that is now also provided in Arabic. 
The program teaches parents how to take 
care of their child, so they’ll have the skills 
necessary to manage the disease in their 
daily lives. After leaving the medical cent-
er, routine follow-up care continues on an 
outpatient basis. For those who’ve traveled 
a long distance to receive care, Cook Chil-
dren’s Health Care professionals work with 
the patient’s local endocrinologist both dur-
ing and after their visit to Cook Children’s. 

For more information about Cook Chil-
dren’s International Program for Endocrine 
and Diabetes, as well as the Congenital Hy-
perinsulinism Center in English and Arabic 
visit: cookchildrensinternational.org. 

BAGHDAD, Dec 14, (KUNA): The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has welcomed the generous 
support of the State of Kuwait through a $5 million 
donation to help people in the city of Mosul obtain 

greater medical assistance.
In a press statement, the WHO-Iraq offi ce said that the Kuwait 

aid has made a great difference particularly to the most vulnera-
ble - women, children, the injured and people with special needs.

“The situation in Mosul is dire, and as we gain access to more peo-



IMF’s Dr Tamirisa says some 90 mln suffering due to confl icts

‘World must take responsibilities of refugees’

‘Slovenia keen on ties with Kuwait’
FM Erjavec attends Slovenian-GCC meeting

LJUBLJANA, Slovenia, 
Dec 14, (KUNA): The Re-
public of Slovenia is keen 
on developing relations 
with the GCC countries, 
especially Kuwait, said 
Karl Erjavec, Slovenian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Tuesday.

Speaking to KUNA on the 
sidelines of the two-day Slo-
venian-GCC conference, Er-
javec said that this will not be 
the last meeting of this kind 
to be held in Slovenia, stress-
ing that his country was look-
ing forward for future events 
aimed at boosting coopera-
tion between the two sides.

The current meeting will look 
into all suitable measures to en-
hance cooperation between the 
GCC and Slovenia, said the 
minister.

Slovenia, as part of the EU, 
is willing to boost ties with the 
Gulf States, said Erjavec who 
alluded to the 25th meeting of 
the EU and GCC Foreign Min-
isters back in July.

The Foreign Minister said 
that the EU, as one of the 
strongest partners to the GCC 
bloc, had signed several agree-
ments to strengthen commer-
cial and economic ties, reveal-
ing that the two sides signed an 
agreement back in April 2016 
to boost economic relations.

Relations
On relations with Kuwait, 

Slovenian Minister said that 
holding dialogue with the Gulf 
state was within his country’s 
top priorities.

Previous agreements signed 
between Slovenia and Kuwait 
had provided solid grounds for 
the two nations to pursue more 
cooperation in the near future, 
said the minister who com-
mended the Kuwaiti participa-
tion in the current Slovenian-
GCC conference.

Kuwait and Slovenia cur-
rently focused their cooperation 
within the commercial level, 
said Minister Erjavec who 
hoped that the two countries 
will increase their commercial 
exchange from the 2015 sum of 
14.2 million euro.

The Minister took the chance 
to invite Kuwaitis and GCC 
business personnel to invest in 
his country, revealing that the 
health tourism sector was one 
of the major business attrac-
tions in Slovenia.

Meanwhile, Erjavec touched 
on the issue of Kuwait’s bid for 
a non-permanent seat as repre-
sentative of Asia and the Pacifi c 
in the UNSC for 2018-19, say-
ing that the strong bilateral rela-
tions will refl ect positively on 
Slovenia’s stance on the issue. 
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The winners of the autistic children’s Quran competition with the offi cials.

DUBAI, Dec 14: During the 
fi rst session of the Arab Strat-
egy Forum, held in Dubai, Dr 
Natalia Tamirisa of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund says 
the regional economic land-
scape in 2017 is likely to vary 
widely across Arab countries. 
She noted that “there would 
be discussions around re-
gional economic predictions, 
confl icts and oil prices, all of 
which constitute drivers for 
these countries.”

Dr Tamirisa grouped the 
Arab countries into three cate-
gories: countries experiencing 
confl ict, such as Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and Libya; oil-export-
ing countries, such as the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries 
and Algeria; and oil-importing 
countries, such as Egypt, Tuni-
sia, Lebanon, and Morocco.

Dr Tamirisa explained the 
grave diffi culties faced by 
these countries because of 
confl ict zones. Around 90 
million people are suffering 
from deteriorating economies, 
while neighbouring countries 
are forced to bear the addi-
tional economic and social 
burdens of refugee migration. 

She pointed out that this bur-
den should be shouldered by 
the global community, and 
not solely by these neighbour-
ing countries. Priority must be 
given to saving human lives 
and providing economic ne-
cessities, a responsibility for 
the whole world, she noted, 
and not just this region.

The IMF stated that the 
agreement between OPEC 
members and non-member 
oil-producing countries has re-
sulted in a rise in oil prices, al-
though these are not expected 
to return to the $100 per barrel 
prices, but rather will fl uctuate 
between $50-60 per barrel.

Prices
Oil-producing countries — 

GCC countries and Algeria — 
will see a drop in oil prices and 
may have to face the possibil-
ity of economic stagnation in 
the medium term. This will re-
quire budget adjustments and 
more concerted efforts toward 
economic diversifi cation.

Dr Tamirisa also indicated 
that measures which oil-pro-
ducing countries have been 
implementing, such as cost-
cutting and budget-rational-

isation could have negative 
implications.

Governments should con-
sider developing sectors such 
as tourism, industry and trans-
port, among others. Many have 
made signifi cant progress by 
decreasing subsidies for elec-
tricity and fuel and launching 
projects aimed at economic 
diversifi cation, a feat not eas-
ily attained, and one which re-
quires spending reform.

Advantage
Oil-importing countries like 

Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia and 
Morocco should take advan-
tage of low oil prices to im-
plement integral economic re-
forms, noted Dr Tamirisa.

Egypt and Tunisia have al-
ready seen promising progress, 
but Tunisia and Lebanon still 
need to lower their public debt, 
implement additional econom-
ic reform and empower the pri-
vate sector.

She further recommended 
that Tunisia and Lebanon cre-
ate more job opportunities for 
youth to avert a potential rise 
in unemployment, if economic 
diversifi cation is not imple-
mented. Studies already indi-

cate that one in 4 young people 
in these two countries will be 
out of work, if the economic 
situation persists.

Dr Tamirisa called for Egypt 
and Morocco to continue sup-
porting the economic reform 
underway, and expects eco-
nomic growth in the coming 
year to be low, with little tan-
gible improvement to living 
conditions and job opportuni-
ties.

This is why, she noted, the 
private sector needs to be em-
powered to contribute, and di-
versifi cation measures should 
be put in place to address un-
employment.

Dr Tamirisa concluded by 
saying that “GDP growth in 
oil-exporting countries will be 
slower than that in developing 
countries, and they will face 
many challenges in the coming 
year, but these countries must 
provide the light at the end of 
the darkened tunnel.

We need 2017 to be a year of 
economic reform and planning 
in order to further develop-
ment and create new opportu-
nities for young Arab men and 
women”.

OIC-CERT meeting held in Jeddah

OIC eyes cybersecurity unit
to combat cyber ‘terrorism’
JEDDAH, Dec 14: The Secre-
tary General of the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Dr Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen 
said the Organisation is con-
sidering establishing a Cyber 
Security Unit within its General 
Secretariat in 2017 to prevent 
and combat Cyber Terrorism.

The OIC Secretary General 
made the statement during the 
OIC-Computer Emergency 
Response Team’s (OIC-
CERT) Annual General Meet-
ing and Conference 2016 with 
the theme “Towards Cyber 
Resilient Ummah” held from 
Dec 11-14, 2016, in Jeddah, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

“The OIC is considering to 
establish a Cybersecurity Unit 
within the General Secretariat 
in 2017 with the objective of 
promoting and develop-
ing cooperation among OIC 
Member States to prevent and 
combat cyberterrorism” said 
Al-Othaimeen.

“We all realize that the 
nature of the internet and 
cyberspace is not confi ned 
to the physical boundary of 
a country. Hence there is a 
strong need to strengthen the 
OIC-CERT, which is meant 
to establish cross border col-
laborations to share informa-
tion and initiatives to counter 
cyber threats,” he added.

Al-Othaimeen therefore 
urged OIC Member States, 
who are not yet members of 
OIC-CERT, to exert more ef-
forts to join the organization 
to make the important mecha-
nism more effective in dealing 
with cyber security issues.

Also speaking at the con-
ference, Eng Badar Ali Said 
Al Salehi, Chair, OIC-CERT 
and Director General, Oman 
National Cert (OCERT) noted 
that the conference aligns well 
with the objectives and ef-

Quran memorisation competition for the autistic
Head of the Kuwait Center for Autism 
(KCA) Dr Samira Al-Saad said that Sha-
reefa Al-Subeih’s Quran memorisation 
competition for the autistics is to encour-
age this segment of the Kuwaiti people to 
memorise the Holy Quran.

This came in a statement to KUNA 

on Wednesday, on the sideline of the 
competition’s ceremony, that came un-
der the patronage of Sheikha Fareeha 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Sec-
retary-General of Awqaf Mohammed Al-
Jalahma.

Dr Al-Saad added that the purpose of 

the competition, that was conducted for 
the fourth time for the people with special 
needs, is to give them the spiritual blessing 
of memorising the Holy Quran.

She added that this year’s participants 
were too many and “we had 11 winners di-
vided into three segments.” (KUNA)

forts OIC-CERT is putting 
to address the uprising issues 
of cyber-attacks and their 
signifi cant impacts on the 

economy, defense, Security, 
energy, fi nancial services, 
telecommunication and 
transportation.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

DIWANIYA
‘Washington stumbles in Syrian crisis’

‘Russian bear back with bang’
“THE strong move by the Russians in Syria reflects a 
new reality which was not thought of by the Western 
camp allied with America, not even the Americans 
themselves, who are precisely following up the course 
of the situation of the Russians inside,” columnist Dr 
Yaqoub Al-Sharrah wrote for Al-Rai daily. 

“It is thought for some time that the Russians are 
preoccupied with their internal problems, especially 
with regard to the security situation on the border 
with states which have broken away after the pere-
stroika revolution which ended the Cold War, and the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and the German unity.

“It was also thought that Russia shall devote much 
time to cope with the enormous changes inside Russia 
and the world in order to meet the demands of the 
‘New Era’ which is characterized by democracy and 
capitalist competition and openness to the world.

“Russia was beginning to set the stage for a com-
pletely different era, so it deliberately does its best to 
avoid the collision with the Americans in an attempt 
to calm the situation and solve the problems.

“The gradual moves have made the Russians more 
reassured about security, strengthened the relation-
ship with neighboring countries for fear of their quest 
to join the European camp, and build relationships 
with other countries like America and its European 
allies.

“The Russians monitoring the role of the Americans 
in international affairs has increased over the past two 
decades, especially with regard to the global events in 
which America plays a role, such as the case in the 
‘Arab Spring.’ 

“The results of the Russian follow-up of the US 
behavior proved that Moscow’s impartiality has 
reflected negatively on its international standing, and 
gave an impression of weakness. Add to this there is 
no fear if America or its allies 
tried to interfere in other coun-
tries, especially the US interfer-
ence in Iraq after its liberation 
from Saddam’s clutches and his 
regime, as well as in Libya and 
now in Syria.

“In this context and because 
of the above, the Russians have 
to show its position is strong 
and is determined to confront 
the United States of America in 
Syria, although the latter is an 
old ally of Russia and both coun-
tries are tied with a signed a security agreement. 

“The Russian moved fast to ‘contain’ the Syrian 
crisis, won the admiration of the world simply because 
it aimed to prevent US forces from entering Syria, 
and forced the US Navy, which had moved into the 
Mediterranean Sea to halt its movement.

“Russia’s actions have been characterized by good 
preparation, planning, determination and investment 
in military, political and economic factors to confirm 
that it is also a superpower and ready to confront the 
US even if it meant use of force.

“This Russian position on Syria has made 
Washington stumble in its policies towards the Arabs 
on one side and Syria on the other, which has suffered 
from wars launched by factions and terrorists. 

“Indeed, the Syrian case has proved America’s 
weakness and confusion in its foreign relations with 
the international community, especially with its allies, 
and made it appear unreliable and easy to give up on 
its agreements as a result of the severe divisions 
between the two parties, Democrats and the 
Republicans, and the different interests and deep dif-
ferences between the influential parties and political 
currents. 

“It is enough that a man like (Donald) Trump who 
does not represent the Republican Party ran for the 
presidency, turning the balances and principles of the 
Republican Party upside down, especially because of 
his radical and racist ideas, not to mention his poor 
relationship with countries.

“If the Russians have a direct role and interests in 
Syria, the consensus is moving towards more and 
more of their power and influence in the world over 
time after they demonstrated to the world their 
strength in Ukraine, and their resistance to the 
US-European economic blockade.

“This Russian power is also manifested by activat-
ing the relationships with other countries such as 
Turkey, Egypt, Iran and others which prove that the 
US is not the only superpower but equally strong is 
the Russian bear which seeks to restore its glory and 
influence and in various parts of the universe, mean-
ing to say it will not remain a mere spectator in the 
eyes of the world given the influential US policies 
which have negatively affected Russia’s interests and 
its relations with other States.”

Also:
“A Kuwaiti diplomat told me that Kuwait was 

offering development assistance to one of the East 
African community, and that an African official told 
him: ‘This is a beautiful thing that you offer us elec-
tricity generators while there are power cuts in 
Kuwait. The friend said he then felt some embarrass-
ment and he began to sweat,” columnist former 
Kuwaiti Ambassador Ahmad Al-Dawas wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily.

“One of the examples of the poor performance of 
our government is clear when it contracted with the 
Turkish and local contractors to construct part of a 
building at the Kuwait International Airport that cost 
the state one billion dinars instead of making use of 
the high quality European experience. Look at Dubai 
or Abu Dhabi airports and you feel you are at a 
European airport.

“Why does our government sign agreements with 
China? It is true that China is the second biggest 
world economy, but the large number of Chinese 
factorsies is not a sign of excellence and quality prod-
ucts. Do we look for cheap labor or good quality 
products?

“Take for example, benefitting from the German, 
Norway and British experience in the solar panel 
industry and wind energy. One of the countries have 
put fans in the sea close to the beach so as not to 
obstruct the interests of the people on the mainland. 
America finally managed to manufacture these panels 
and put them by the roadsides.

“When we were in the elementary school stage in 
the ‘old’ (I am talking of Kuwait 50 years ago) before 
Kuwait’s independence Brazil succeeded in building 
the city of ‘Brasilia that had no traffic lights, so why 
our government did not benefit from this idea which 
we have explained in more than one article and we 
will continue to write about it again.

“With regard to the development of the country, the 
government can resort to Estonia, located off the 
Baltic Sea, which is e-government in almost every-
thing, such as online voting in the general elections, 

and even paying the car parking charges via the 
mobile phone.

“The standard of education in the country is dete-
riorating and I have no clue why the government 
refuses to take Singapore as a model of education, 
which reduces the number of books for pupils with a 
greater understanding.

“Over the years the economic concept ‘bad money 
drives out good money’ and this is our reality, that is 
to say the bad and corrupt remain in office at the 
expense of good honest people.

“The presence of unqualified people at the helm of 
affairs in companies and other establishments is 
enough reason for the escape or expulsion of good 
elements. It has been observed that a number of inef-
ficient employees and officials is growing in our 
country, in institutions, companies and factorsies.

“The government did not find a solution to the 
unemployment of Kuwaitis youth while the number 
of expatriates is increasing. The government’s perfor-
mance is bad in many areas. Although we have a lot, 
we lack conscientiousness, loyalty and familiarity 
with the successful experiences of other countries.”

❑       ❑       ❑

“At the heart of optimism, it’s also important to be 
a bit pessimistic on the appointment of specific min-
isters in the newly formed Government that include a 
few former ministers,” columnist Khaled Ahmad 
Al-Tarrah wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“I was happy with reappointment of HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak who is known for 
honesty and good reputation. I also felt happy with 
the rejection of some ministers who were considered 
heavy burden on the Premier. Although Sheikh 
Mubarak had been patient with them to the end 
despite their inefficiency, I am not too surprised 
about the newly formed government due to interfer-
ences that affected free selection of the Prime 
Minister. 

“On top of the list of crises-making ministers is the 
Minister of Finance who is responsible for the eco-
nomic document that led government into a narrow 
dark endless tunnel. Even as the document had the 
headline of reform, it was devoid of any economic or 
political reform in reality. Referendum conducted to 
assess public opinion regarding the document was out 
of context and too shallow. 

“Minister of Justice was also a failure due to his 
controversial constitutional and political affairs. It 
is appropriate for the Prime Minister to have a look 
at the minister’s previous TV interviews. The 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs as well as 
the State Minister for Municipality had a unique 
situation. In 2014, he called for ban on the sympo-
sium of poet Jalal Al-Deen Al-Roumi, although he 
died 273 years ago. Hopefully, the Minister changed 
his sources of information to avoid such situation in 
future, while he managed the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Municipality. 

“Minister of Social Affairs and Labor, the State 
Minister for Planning and Development attained no 
success in planning or dealing with NGOs. There are 
many scenarios to support my claim, citing cancella-
tion of the Writers Forum in support of the inhabitants 
of Aleppo”.

❑       ❑       ❑

“It seems the appointment of non-Kuwaitis in gov-
ernment sector is not fraught with violations, espe-
cially as the issue is covered with a strong wall of 
protection from Civil Service Commission that is 
now waging war against the national workforce with 
neglect,” Zayed Al-Zaid wrote for Al-Nahar daily.

“We have been watching the commission approve 
the appointment of non-Kuwaitis into the ministries 
and other government agencies, which opens the door 
on both sides for the appointment of non-Kuwaitis. 
The most dangerous aspect is that the commission 
legitimizes the illegitimate and unconstitutional 
action. The commission gives the ministries and gov-
ernment agencies indulgence of legitimacy to appoint 
non-Kuwaitis, especially those in the cadre of con-
sultants.

“This is happening at a time when Kuwait boasts of 
a large number of highly educated, experienced and 
competent citizens that are still ignored by the com-
mission. The commission shuts the door in the faces 
of Kuwaitis. Who are those benefiting from this 
action?   

❑       ❑       ❑

“The current National Assembly started off on a 
wrong footing. The signal sent during the first session 
indicates dispute is at sight whether for justifiable 
reason or not”, Talal Al-Saeed wrote for Al-Seyassah 
daily. 

“The bone of contention obvious during the session 
did not deserve any disagreement. Some of them 
wanted to deprive a section of Kuwaitis — the law-
makers — the right of performing parliamentary 
duties by not voting on the item one of the session. 
This issue led to a commotion that nearly ended the 
session.

“It took intervention of reasonable lawmakers 
before the strained nerves were calmed. What exactly 
did the rabble rousers want even in the first session? 
Why were they rushing into hurly-burly, threats and 
intimidation? What message were they trying to pass 
to Kuwaitis who were watching the inaugural ses-
sion? We can sum up the answers for those questions 
in one sentence — “We Are Here”!”

❑       ❑       ❑

“The recent GCC Leaders Summit in Manama, the 
visit of Saudi King to Kuwait, and inflammatory inci-
dents in the region attract significant and legitimate 
questions on the need for an Arabian Gulf Confederacy 
after over thirty five years of the existence of GCC,” 
“Fahad Abdul-Rahman Al-Me’jal wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily. 

“Just as the majority of GCC citizens perceive 
today, a confederacy has become extremely neces-
sary, especially as the regional challenges could 
extend to other regions and countries. On 19th 
September 2011, King Abdullah Bin Abdul-Aziz 
called for transformation of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council to a confederation. The call was made over 
five years ago while the region continues to witness 
serious disputes, fierce wars and divisions that could 
precipitate dangers in the future, and the Gulf coun-
tries may not escape.

“With the current political phenomenon in the 
region, the talk about confederation has become a 
necessity, although it used to be an ordinary sugges-
tion for several years. The GCC countries are now 
facing challenges related to the national security, 
identity and wealth, in addition to its political and 
geographical location”.

— Compiled by Ahmad Al-Shazli

Al-Sharrah

KUNA photo
Minister of Justice Dr Faleh Al-Azb with senior officials from the ministry.

Speed up legal, judicial work: Justice Minister
Minister of Justice, Minister of State 
for National Assembly Affairs Dr 
Faleh Al-Azb on Wednesday urged 
personnel at the Palace of Justice 
to speed up legal and judicial trans-

actions. Minister Al-Azb made the 
call for speedier performance of the 
tasks during a tour to various sec-
tions of the Palace of Justice and 
affiliate buildings, in an effort to pin 

point causes for work obstruction 
and delay.

The minister during the inspection 
listened to a number of judges, attor-
neys, prosecutors and staff. (KUNA)

Kuwaiti keen on realizing
UN ‘SDGs’, states official

KUNA set to launch e-database project

DOHA, Dec 14, (KUNA): General 
Secretary of the Supreme Planning and 
Development Council of Kuwait Dr 
Khaled Al-Mahdi stressed his country’s 
keenness on implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), or the 2030 
Agenda, adopted by the UN in September 
2015.

Dr Mahdi made his remarks to KUNA Wednesday 

on the sidelines of the 29th Ministerial Council of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) scheduled today.

He said that the committee will focus on the implementa-
tion of the sustainable development plan for 2030 and its 17 
goals, as well as the roadmap at the national level.

He pointed out that Kuwait has achieved vital parts of the 
UN development plan.

“We share members of (ESCWA) in the implementation 
of the sustainable development plan from a regional per-
spective, and benefit from the experiences of others”, Dr 

Mahdi added.
ESCWA was established on 

August 9, 1973. Its purpose is to 
stimulate economic activity in 
member countries and strengthen 
cooperation between them to 
promote development. 

Meanwhile, capital Market 
Authority Board of 
Commissioners Dr Nayef 
Al-Hajraf said on Wednesday 
volume of issued bonds, 
approved by the CMA since pub-
licizing its executive laws in 
November 2015, has amounted 
to USD four billion.

Al-Hajraf, speaking at a 
forum, said the authority, during 
the same period of time, issued 
sukuks (Islamic bonds), estimat-
ed at USD 700 million, adding 
that “issuance of other bonds 
worth USD two billion is under 
examination.” He affirmed deter-
mination to implement the strat-
egy to reach the level of emerg-
ing markets, through issuance of 
regulations for the market mak-
ers and post trade rules, latter of 
which to be in operation early 
2018, in addition to privatizing 
the bourse (Boursa Kuwait)..

The CMA is seeking to set 
dates for floating 50 percent of 
the shares, alloted for the citi-
zens, he said, adding that the 
remaining proportion would be 
auctioned for companies and 
international operators.

The authority plays a key role 
in protecting traders’ rights, 
supervising and regulating the 
stock market operations. 

And, Chairman and Director 
General of Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak 
Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah 
received on Wednesday member 
of local firm Zak Solution’s 
Board of Trustees Waleed 
Al-Roudhan.

During the meeting, an agree-
ment was signed for a project 
where Zak Solution will team up 
with the Associated French Press 
(AFP) to launch an electronic 
database, exclusive to KUNA, 
which will feature the latest soft-
ware and programs.

KUNA photo
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah in talks with the US Ambassador 

to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman.

KUNA chief receives US envoy

‘Brothers’ whom I don’t know

Chairman and Director General of 
KUNA Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij 
Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah received US 
Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence 
Silverman at his office on Wednesday.

The two sides discussed boosting 
bilateral ties and the role of media in 
spreading awareness among people 
on different topics and develop inter-
national ties.

In this matter, Silverman hailed the 
role of Kuwaiti media in boosting rela-

tions with the US.
On his part, Sheikh Mubarak 

Al-Duaij noted that KUNA was coop-
erating with other media organiza-
tions to fight extremism and promote 
international peace.

The meeting was attended by 
KUNA’s Deputy Director for 
Administrative and Financial Affairs 
Abdulhameed Malak and Deputy 
Director for Editorial Affairs Saad 
Al-Ali. (KUNA)

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: The General 
Department for Nationality and Travel 
Documents has received several com-
plaints from Kuwaitis — whose identities 
have not been disclosed — who claim 
they have ‘brothers’ in their father’s file 
of whom they have never heard of or 
seen, reports Al-Shahed daily.

The daily added, these ‘brothers’ have 
either acquired the nationality fraudu-
lently or they were added to the file with 
the knowledge of their father in return for 

money.
However, a source at the department 

says 99 percent of these complaints, 
which were filed when the department 
was preparing memos to withdraw the 
nationality of those who had acquired it 
fraudulently, are genuine but much time 
is needed to ascertain their authenticity.

The source added, these ‘illegal’ broth-
ers can be a source of problem in future 
when it comes to inheritance and mar-
riage.
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Forged passports for Asians
in travel ban seized; one held

Ethiopian woman fi ghts off likely rapist

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: 
Personnel from the Cus-
toms department in co-
operation with the police 
have arrested a Bangla-
deshi for attempting to 
smuggle into the country 
six forged passports, re-
ports Al-Shahed daily.

During interrogation he admit-
ted that he planned to sell these 
documents to Bangladeshis 
wanted by law in Kuwait and 
carry a travel ban.

❑     ❑     ❑

Rape bid thwarted: Securitymen 
are looking for an unidentified 
person for kidnapping an Ethio-
pian woman, attempting to rape 
her and tearing her clothes, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

This happened when the 
26-year-old victim sought the help 
of the suspect to take her to the 
Fintas Police Station.

The suspect reportedly offered 
to take her to the police station and 
instead drove her to a desert area 
and tried to rape her and when the 
victim fought him back he tore her 
clothes and left her semi-naked in 
an open area.

A case of kidnapping and at-
tempted rape has been filed at the 
police station.

❑     ❑     ❑

Porn stuff seized: Director of the 
Jahra Security Directorate Major-
General Ali Mahdi has issued an 
order to refer a 40-year-old Ku-
waiti to the Criminal Investiga-
tions Department for possessing 
and ‘distributing’ porno material 
to customers, reports Al-Rai daily. 

During initial investigations po-
lice discovered the banned contra-
band was smuggled into the coun-
try from an unidentified European 
country. The man was arrested at a 
checkpoint in Rahiya.

❑     ❑     ❑

Indian arrested: Personnel from 
the Sharq Police Station have ar-
rested a 50-year-old Indian fol-
lowing a case filed against him 
by his sponsor, reports Al-Shahed 
daily. 

The suspect has been referred to 
Police Station of the area.

Meanwhile, the Doha customs 
officers have foiled an attempt to 
smuggle large quantities of food-
stuffs into the country, reports Al-
Shahed daily.

The daily added, the foodstuff 
came from Iran and the bill of lad-
ing mentioned the foodstuffs as 
animal fodder.

MoI photo
Lt-Gen Abdullah Al-Nawaf with senior army offi cers.

Kuwait Army 25th Commando Brigade win race
Under the patronage and in the 
presence of Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff of Kuwait Army Lieu-
tenant General Abdullah Al-Nawaf, 
Kazma military fi eld hosted the 
two-kilometer military race for the 
2016/2017 season organized by 
the Union of Military Sports Com-
mand.

The race consisted of various 
challenges such as barbed wire 
crossing, ladder climbing and wet 
land crawling, among other obsta-
cles that soldiers encounter in war 
zones.

Winners were Kuwait Army 25th 
Commando Brigade in fi rst place, 
whereas the second place was 

taken by 26th Al-Soor Mechanized 
Brigade and the Sixth Liberation 
Mechanized Brigade came in third.

In the individual race, Captain 
Dhari Shuwei’ came fi rst, followed 
in second place by Warrant Offi cer 
Abdullah Yusuf and in third place 
was First Sergeant Abdul-Aziz Fa-
had Al-Azmi.

KUNA photo
Deputy FM Khaled Al-Jarallah receives the Pakistani Ambassador to Kuwait Ghulam 

Dastagir.

Sunset as viewed from the coast of Kuwait. (KUNA - Jaber Abdulkhaliq)

Al-Jarallah meets Pakistani envoy

Woman granted custody of children

Cleric Rifai accused of violating nationality law

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Khaled Al-Jarallah met on Wednesday 
with the Pakistani Ambassador to Ku-
wait Ghulam Dastagir discussing the 

bilateral relations between the states 
of Kuwait and Pakistan in addition 
to regional and international issues. 
(KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

Wanted Pakistani held: Person-
nel from the Airport Security De-
partment have arrested a Pakistani 
who was wanted by law and had 
been sentenced in absentia in con-
nection with fraud and swindling 
in a case filed against him by his 
boss, reports Al-Shahed daily.

The Pakistani was picked up 
upon arrival at the Kuwait Inter-
national Airport. He was in transit 
from a GCC country.

The suspect has been referred to 
the concerned authorities.

❑     ❑     ❑

Two sons abducted: A Kuwaiti 
woman has filed a complaint with 
the Maidan Hawally Police Sta-
tion accusing her ex-husband of 
kidnapping her two sons, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

The complainant who lives in 
Hitteen said her ex-husband lives 
in Qortuba and accused the man of 
kidnapping her two sons when she 
was not at home.

A case of kidnapping has been 

registered against the man. 
❑     ❑     ❑

Absconders caught: The Jahra 
police recently raided the home 
of a bedoun who was wanted by 
law and had been sentenced in ab-
sentia for five years in prison has 
been arrested and referred to the 
concerned authorities, reports a 
local Arabic daily.

In another, unrelated incident, 
personnel from the Ahmadi Se-
curity Department have arrested a 
Kuwaiti who had been sentenced 
in absentia to seven years impris-
onment. The suspect was arrested 
in Fahaheel.

❑     ❑     ❑

Farm set on fire: Police have ar-
rested an unidentified Kuwaiti for 
setting fire to the farm of a Ku-
wait in Abdali, reports Al-Shahed 
daily.

The man was arrested red-hand-
ed by the Al-Qashaniyah police. 
At the time of arrest the arsonist 
was under the influence of alcohol.

Police have also seized from 
him a bottle of imported booze.

The motive for setting the fire to 
the farm is still unclear.

❑     ❑     ❑

19 cash frauds: The Khaitan Po-
lice have referred a Kuwaiti who 
had been sentenced in absentia in 
connection with 19 fraud cases 
worth KD 800,000 to the con-
cerned authorities, reports Al-Sha-
hed daily.

He was also taken to the Gen-
eral Department for Drugs Control 
because at the time of arrest he 
was in possession of drugs.

❑     ❑     ❑

Customer beaten: An Egyptian 
has filed a complaint with a Police 
Station accusing a Syrian butcher 
of assaulting him and causing in-
jury, reports Al-Anba daily. The 
victim said he was beaten because 
he complained about the quality 
of meat. The victim has been ad-
mitted to the Mubarak Al-Kabir 
Hospital.

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Lawyer 
Mohammad Abbas has submitted 
a petition at the Public Prosecu-
tion against a cleric Fuad Al-Rifai, 
accusing the latter of violating the 
national unity law. 

He based his accusation on 
blogs and video clips posted on 
social media that can be regarded 
as malicious against Kuwaiti Shi-
ites and their faith.

In the petition, Lawyer Ab-
bas accused the cleric of posting 
statements wherein he described 
Hussainiyat as an innovation and 

stressing that every innovation 
amounts to straying from the right 
path and that straying leads to hell. 
He said Hussainiyat is a place 
where pious people gather and 
discuss the life history of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), his 
family and disciples. He stated 
that Shiites in Kuwait also use it as 
places for festivities, adding some 
of them are over 100 years old and 
represent an age-long tradition in 
the society.

Lawyer Abbas stressed that Ar-
ticle 1 of Law No. 19/2012 crimi-
nalizes any form of agitation and 
incitement of public through any 
means. He also cited Article 29 of 

Law No. 31/1970 with amended 
provisions in the penal law con-
cerning hatred and disdain to-
wards any sect, initiating sectarian 
or tribal crises, and publishing ide-
ologies to encourage racial, class 
or group discrimination.

❑     ❑     ❑

Woman gets custody: The Fam-
ily Court presided over by Judge 
Meshal Al-Sneedah has granted 
a woman the custody of her two 
children and ordered her es-
tranged husband (the father of 
the two children) to pay monthly 
expenses of KD 130 for the care 
of both children starting from 
the date the lawsuit was filed. 

The court also ordered the man 
to pay the housemaid’s monthly 
wage of KD 70 from the same 
date and the recruitment cost of 
KD 500, as well as monthly rent 
of KD 120 from the same date 
and the legal fees.

The plaintiff counsel Lawyer 
Mohammad Khalil Al-Qattan who 
filed the case on behalf of his cli-
ent, said she was married to the 
defendant and had two children 
with him. She is currently nurs-
ing the children to which she has 
legitimate right. However, the es-
tranged husband refused to pay for 
their expenses despite his financial 
stability and comfortable lifestyle.

Rollback eyed on petrol prices

New Parliament urged to
work on reducing fl at rent

By Cinatra Fernandes
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: In this 
week’s Arab Times online poll, 
readers weighed in on the issues 
they would like the newly elected 
Members of Kuwait’s National 
Assembly to tackle. Half of the 
respondents would like to see apart-
ment rents regulated.

Kuwaiti voters cast their ballots 
to elect 50 lawmakers on Nov 26. 50 
percent of voters would like for 
more controls on apartment rent 
according to considerations of size 
and locality. “I think most people 
are concerned with what hits their 
wallets the hardest. For many fami-
lies, housing in Kuwait is the big-
gest expenditure and the costs seem 
to exorbitant. I think it would bene-
fit us greatly if apartments were 
regulated according to the size, 
locality and features offered”, a 
reader commented.

“We’ve been reading news 
reports of committees being 
formed to look at this issue. But so 
far nothing has been done. 
Apartments keep shrinking in size 
while taking a larger chunk of my 
salary. I think the Parliament has 
the authority to bring about fast 
change in this regard, I hope this 
new Parliament looks into it”, 
another respondent shared.

12 percent of poll voters called 
for a roll back on increased petrol 
prices. “I was very unhappy with 
the government’s decisions to 
increase the price of petrol. I hope 
the new Parliament reinstates the 
subsidy and does not increase prices 
for water, electricity and other 
resources as well”, a reader told the 
Arab Times.

“The austerity measures adopted 
by the old Parliament is the cause 
many of them have lost their seats 
in this election. A lot of the new 

members campaigned against these 
fiscal measures and won. People in 
Kuwait have been enjoying subsi-
dies for so long now, they do not 
want any cut backs. Plus there is a 
general view that the funds sourced 
through this measure will be mis-
managed”, a young Kuwaiti pro-
fessional shared.

25 percent of respondents felt that 
the Parliament should work towards 
ending the ‘Wasta’ system in 
Kuwait. “I think most of Kuwait’s 
endemic problems will be solved if 
wasta and corruption are targeted. 
The government should implement 
strict laws against the practice and 
automate government services for 
greater transparency”, another read-
er remarked.

6 percent of voters felt that the 
lawmakers should prioritise control 
and better medical facilities. “The 
hospitals in some governorates are 
in a very bad state. I hope the gov-
ernment will prioritise health and 
invest more in this sector which 
seems to be getting neglected of 
late”, a reader pointed out.

Only 4 percent hoped that the 
new Parliament would scrap the 
DNA law. “I think the DNA law is 
the most dangerous law that is not 
getting enough media attention. It 
is a threat to everyone’s privacy 
and the new Parliament needs to 
reverse the decision”, a concerned 
voter stated.

 3 percent of voters felt that all new 
traffic laws should go through 
Parliament’s approval. “The recent 
action taken by the MoI of removing 
license plates would have been met 
with resistance if it had come up in 
Parliament and it could have been 
better thought out and fine-tuned. 
Another positive aspect of traffic pol-
icies passing through the Parliament 
will be that the public will be aware of 
it rather than being surprised by the 
cops.”

Aiwa

Peaceful ‘bombs’ of the Pope
By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

Voltaire said: ‘We have a natural right 
to make use of our pens as of our 

tongue, at our peril, risk and hazard’. He 
added: ‘To hold a pen is to be at war but 
this war cannot be legitimate if the situa-
tion honestly did not support the issue of 
what you speak or write’.

The head of the Roman Catholic 
Church has exploded ‘several bombs’ 
since taking over the papacy in the Vati-
can. The impor-
tance of the Pope 
being head of the 
largest religious 
gathering known 
to mankind is there 
are an estimated 
1.2 billion Roman 
Catholics in the 
world and more 
than 40 percent of 
the world’s Catho-
lics live in Latin 
America.

The Pope said, ‘Through humility, soul 
searching, and prayerful contemplation 
we have gained a new understanding of 
certain dogmas. The church no longer be-
lieves in a literal hell where people suffer. 
This doctrine is compatible with the infi-
nite love of God. God is not a judge but a 
friend and a lover of humanity. God seeks 
not to condemn but only to embrace.

‘Hell is merely a metaphor for the iso-
lated soul, which like all souls ultimately 
will be united in love with God’, Pope 
Francis declared.

In a speech the Pope claimed ‘All 
religions are true, because they are true 
in the hearts of all those who believe in 

them. What other kind of truth is there? 
In the past, the church has been harsh on 
those it deemed morally wrong or sinful.

‘Today, we no longer judge. Like a 
loving father, we never condemn our 
children. Our church is big enough for 
heterosexuals and homosexuals, for the 
pro-life and the pro-choice! For conser-
vatives and liberals, even communists 
are welcome and have joined us. We all 
love and worship the same God.’

He added: ‘The church has witnessed 
important developments, and today is the 
religion of the modernists. He said it was 
time to give up on intolerance and rec-
ognize that religious truth changes and 
evolves; they are not absolute or carved 
stone above. 

The Pope also said: Through acts of 
love and affection, we can make a non-
believer acknowledge God and then free 
his soul and make him an active partici-
pant in the redemption of mankind. 

He added: ‘When we spread love and 
beauty in the world, we touch God and 
recognize Him.

The Bible is a beautiful sacred book, 
but as a whole like old great books, there 
are some parts that need to be reviewed 
to fit with the message of love and truth 
according to our new understanding.

The Pope concluded: ‘We will begin 
in the nomination of women cardinals 
and bishops and priests. I hope one day 
in the future to have a woman Pope 
to open doors for women as they are 
opened to men.’

Now, is it possible to learn something 
from the words of the Pope?

❑     ❑     ❑

email: habibi.enta1@gmail.com

Other Voices

Al-Sarraf





World News Roundup

INTERNATIONAL
 ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016

10

Politics

Perry likely a boost for oil

Former SEAL tapped
to head Interior Dept
BILLINGS, Mont, Dec 14, (Agencies): Rep. Ryan 
Zinke of Montana made no secret of his ambitions to 
join a Donald Trump Cabinet, and yet his nomination 
as interior secretary is in some ways an unlikely fi t for 
the retired US Navy SEAL.

Zinke, 55, was an early supporter of the president-
elect and publicly expressed his interest in a Cabinet 
post when Trump visited Montana in May.

Like other Western states, Montana’s wide-open, 
rugged landscape has a huge federal presence. The In-
terior Department and other US agencies control almost 
a third of its land and even more of the underground 
“mineral estate” that holds vast amounts of coal, oil and 
natural gas.

As with several other Trump Cabinet nominees, 
Zinke has advocated for increased energy drilling and 
mining on those lands and expressed skepticism about 

the urgency of climate change.
The Republican lawmaker 

also has been a vocal supporter 
of keeping public lands in the 
government’s hands. That’s a 
central political issue in Mon-
tana, where hunting and fi shing 
access is considered sacrosanct.

The president-elect’s son 
Donald Jr. is an avid hunter and 
was in Montana on a hunting 
trip last month. That may have 
given Zinke an advantage over 

another lawmaker Trump was said to have considered 
for the Interior post, Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-
Wash. She wrote on Facebook Tuesday that it had been 
an “honor” to be invited to meet with Trump.

Zinke met Monday with Trump in New York, ac-
cording to two people with knowledge of the matter. 
A person close to Zinke confi rmed the Tuesday offer.

He hadn’t yet accepted when he left Tuesday for his 
home in the mountain town of Whitefi sh, Montana, ac-
cording to two of those people. All three spoke on con-
dition of on anonymity because they were not author-
ized to discuss the transition process publicly.

Energy development, land management and hunting 
fall under the Interior Department’s jurisdiction. How-
ever, those were second-tier issues for Zinke during his 
successful re-election campaign this fall against Demo-
crat Denise Juneau.

In interviews with The Associated Press during that 
campaign, Zinke repeatedly identifi ed his top priorities 
as national security, more thorough vetting of refugees 
to screen out terrorists, the repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act and improving the US economy.

Only after listing those did he list his desire to in-
crease coal mining and oil and gas exploration, protect 
public lands and provide more resources for American 
Indian tribes, another Interior responsibility.

News of his selection was welcomed by Montana’s 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and at least 
one conservation group, Backcountry Hunters and An-
glers. The president of the Missoula, Montana-based 
hunting group, Land Tawney, called Zinke a “potential 
ally” in the effort to balance energy development with 
preservation.

“There are places too important for drilling, and in 
other places we can do phased development. Zinke un-
derstands that,” Tawney said.

Other groups slammed the selection. The Northern 
Plains Resource Council accused Zinke of “shortchang-
ing the public” with his opposition to pending Obama 
administration moves to reform the federal energy leas-
ing program.

Zinke spent 23 years as a Navy SEAL, serving in 
Iraq, Kosovo and elsewhere. He was awarded two 
Bronze Stars for combat missions in Iraq. He currently 
serves on the House Natural Resources and Armed Ser-
vices committees and describes himself as “a steadfast 
advocate for Montana veterans and military personnel 
and families.”

He made an unsuccessful 2012 run for Montana lieu-
tenant governor before shifting his ambitions to Con-
gress when former Rep. Denny Rehberg decided to take 
on Sen. Jon Tester, a Democrat. Zinke has been consid-
ering his own challenge to Tester in 2018.

Zinke has raised doubts about climate change as “un-
settled science.” But he’s also said that “something’s 
going on” with the climate and that an energy strategy 
that includes renewable sources such as wind and solar 
would be prudent.

Montana boasts the largest coal reserves in the na-
tion. Zinke has warned environmentalists and the 
Obama administration that to take coal out of the en-
ergy mix would be “a disaster.”

❑       ❑       ❑

Perry worry for environmentalist: US President-
elect Donald Trump on Wednesday formally named 
former Texas governor Rick Perry to lead the Depart-
ment of Energy, adding to the list of oil-drilling ad-
vocates skeptical about climate change fi lling out his 
Cabinet selections.

The choice of Perry, fi rst disclosed on Monday, is 
likely to further worry environmentalists concerned 
about the incoming Trump administration’s impact on 
the climate, while an eager energy industry ready for 
expansion welcomes the selection.

In a statement from Trump’s transition team, the 
president-elect cited Perry’s tenure leading Texas, 
a leading oil-producing state and the nation’s second 
most populous one, from 2000 until 2015.

“Rick Perry created ... a business climate that pro-
duced millions of new jobs and lower energy prices in 
his state, and he will bring that same approach to our 
entire country as secretary of energy,” Trump said in 
the statement.

Perry, a one-time presidential rival of Trump who 
unsuccessfully sought the Republican nomination in 
2016 and 2012, in the statement welcomed the planned 
nomination to serve under Trump, who takes offi ce Jan. 
20. His selection is the latest indication that Trump may 
be friendly toward the fossil fuel industry even as an 
overwhelming majority of scientists believe carbon di-
oxide emissions from burning oil, gas and coal are a 
signifi cant contributor to global climate change, caus-
ing higher sea levels, drought and more frequent violent 
storms.

❑       ❑       ❑

Trump, to host Silicon Valley’s elite: US President-
elect Donald Trump, who has made no secret of his 
disdain for the titans of Silicon Valley, will host execu-
tives from top technology companies for a meeting at 
his Manhattan tower on Wednesday.

Tech luminaries, including Apple Inc Chief Execu-
tive Tim Cook, Facebook Inc Chief Operating Offi cer 
Sheryl Sandberg and Tesla Motors Inc Executive Elon 
Musk, will seek to fi nd common ground on economic 
issues at the roundtable even as much of the industry 
remains angered by the Republican president-elect’s 
harsh rhetoric on illegal immigration, hostility to free 
trade and public broadsides against the industry.

Perry

President-elect Donald Trump speaks at a rally on Dec 13, in West Allis, Wis. (AP)

El-Goarany a terror mystery

From suburban bliss to jihad
NEW YORK, Dec 14, (AP): From the 
outside, Samy el-Goarany seemed to 
have it all.

The son of a successful real estate 
broker, he lived in a big house with an 
indoor swimming pool on two acres in 
New York’s bucolic Hudson Valley. 
As a teenager, he got into a good col-
lege in Manhattan and seemed set to 
follow his father into real estate.

Then he went off to Syria and joined 
the Islamic State group.

When he was killed in fi ghting a 
year ago, his father told friends his 
son had died in a car crash, his body 
so badly burned it couldn’t be recov-
ered. But the true story of el-Goarany’s 
death remained a secret until October, 
when federal prosecutors revealed de-
tails in a case against an Arizona man 
accused of aiding IS by recruiting 
American fi ghters.

Shocked childhood friends were 
unable to explain why the skinny, 
studious history buff they once knew 
walked away from a promising future 
to die in the Middle East around the 
time he would have turned 25.

“I had been close to this guy for the 
past 10 years, and I honestly wouldn’t 
have suspected him of joining this 
deplorable group,” one friend, Peter 
Kwon, wrote on Facebook. “To fi nd 
out about this is sad, infuriating, and 
quite frankly, disturbing.”

In a brief interview outside his home 
in Greenville, New York, el-Goara-
ny’s father, Mohamed, said his son 
had been manipulated into traveling to 
Syria by Ahmed Mohammed el-Gam-
mal, the Avondale, Arizona, man now 
scheduled to go to trial next month in 
New York.

“He made him go over there,” Mo-
hamed el-Goarany said.

Federal prosecutors said el-Goarany 
traveled through Turkey to Islamic 
State-controlled territory inside Syria 
in January 2015.

He made the trip, they claim, af-
ter communicating online for several 
months with el-Gammal, who also vis-
ited the Queens apartment el-Goarany 
shared with a younger brother.

Lawyers for el-Gammal suggest he 
did so willingly.

The government’s own court docu-
ments indicate that el-Goarany “was 
a sophisticated, strong-willed young 
man who formed his own beliefs and 

arranged and fi nanced his own travel,” 
said el-Gammal’s attorney, Sabrina 
Shroff. After federal agents arrested 
el-Gammal the following August, el-
Goarany appeared in a YouTube video 
wearing military fatigues and sitting 
on a mat in a sparsely decorated room 
to declare that he had come to Syria 
“out of my own will” and without any 
assistance. El-Gammal has pleaded not 
guilty.

Former friends of el-Goarany were 
reluctant to speak about him, but those 
who did said they were stunned to 
learn of the turn his life had taken.

Born in the US, el-Goarany was the 

son of an Egyptian civil engineer who 
became a developer and real estate 
broker in New York after emigrating 
to the US in the 1980s. He lived in a 
town of fewer than 5,000 people about 
a 90-minute drive north of New York 
City.

Friends at Goshen High School 
knew Samy was a Muslim, but he was 
not a proselytizer. Classmate Sean 
Larkin said the two frequently talked 
about Islam, Christianity, Judaism and 
other religions before they graduated 
in 2008.

“Samy was never shoving Islam 
down anyone’s throat,” he said.

WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (AFP): The 
United States on Tuesday announced 
fi nancial sanctions against money ex-
changes in Iraq and Syria and an in-
dividual fi nancier, all accused by US 
authorities of funneling cash to the 
Islamic State group.

Iraqi authorities have also moved 
to freeze assets tied to the individual 
and two companies accused of mov-
ing large volumes of cash to the mili-
tant organization and its fi ghters, the 
US Treasury Department said in a 
statement.

“These are the fi rst US actions spe-
cifi cally targeting ISIL-affi liated mon-
ey services businesses and we will 
continue to work aggressively to deny 
ISIL access to the international fi nan-
cial system,” acting Under-Secretary 
Adam Szubin, the Treasury’s top 
counter-terrorism offi cial, said in the 
statement, using an acronym for IS.

The sanctioned entities include 
Selselat al-Thahab Money Exchange 
Company of Iraq, which allegedly 
moved IS money from last year until 
at least April.

The company processed money 
transfers for a known IS fi nancier 
and conducted more than 100 trans-
fers into IS territory, according to the 
Treasury.

Washington also slapped sanc-
tions on Fawaz Muhammad Jubayr 
al-Rawi, an alleged senior IS fi -
nancier, and Hanifa Currency Ex-
change, the company he owned and 
operated near his home in Albu Ka-

mal, Syria.
Active as recently as May, Al-Rawi 

allegedly used the company solely for 
IS-related transactions and is sus-
pected of facilitating payments to IS 
fi ghters as well as hosting IS leaders 
at his farm.

The Treasury announcement fol-
lowed Defense Department reports 
on Tuesday that a coalition drone 
strike in Syria had killed three Islamic 
State leaders involved in plotting for-
eign attacks.

Treasury last month also an-
nounced sanctions, taken in concert 
with UAE authorities, on a Yemeni 
money exchange company accused 
of supporting al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula.

Also:
SIMI VALLEY: Police in a South-
ern California suburb are still seek-
ing a man suspected of a hate crime 
for stabbing a worshipper near a 
mosque, authorities said, while his al-
leged accomplice has denied his role 
in the attack.

John Matteson, 29, was involved 
in the crime, but he was not the one 
who wielded the knife and stabbed a 
worshipper from the mosque in Simi 
Valley, police and prosecutors said.

Matteson on Tuesday pleaded 
not guilty to the charges, including 
disturbing the peace by fi ghting and 
violating civil rights. Hate-crime en-
hancements added to the charges 
make them felonies.

US blacklists alleged IS
backer, money exchange

Extremism

Former presidential candidate and 
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders 
speaks about his 2016 campaign at 
The Cooper Union on Dec 13, in New 
York City. Sanders also spoke about 
Donald Trump’s win in the 2016 presi-
dential election and his new book, 
Our Revolution: A Future to Believe 

In. (AFP)

Leon says trump risks blame: For-
mer CIA director Leon Panetta said on 
Wednesday that President-elect Donald 
Trump risked being blamed after any 
potential attack on the United States if he 
refused to receive more regular intelligence 
briefi ngs.

U.S. offi cials told Reuters that Trump 
is receiving an average of one presidential 
intelligence briefi ng a week - far fewer 
than most of his recent predecessors - but 
that his deputy Mike Pence gets briefi ngs 
around six days a week.

Panetta, a former Democratic Con-
gressman who served as CIA director and 
defense secretary in President Barack 
Obama’s fi rst term, told the Arab Strategy 
Forum, a conference sponsored by the gov-
ernment of Dubai, that Trump’s aversion 
“can’t last.”

“I’ve seen presidents who have asked 
questions about whether that intelligence 
is verifi able, what are the sources for that 
intelligence, but I have never seen a presi-
dent who said, ‘I don’t want that stuff,’” 
Panetta said.

“If we endure another attack and the 
intelligence offi cials had indications or 
information regarding that attack and the 
president did not want to listen to that, for 
whatever reason, the responsibility for that 
attack would fall on the president.”

In an interview with Fox News on Sun-
day, Trump said he found the intelligence 
briefi ngs repetitive and that he already 
understood potential threats.

“You know, I’m a smart person. I don’t 
have to be told the same things in the same 
words every single day for the next eight 
years,” Trump said.

Panetta said Trump should heed the view 
of US intelligence agencies that Russia 
had interfered in the presidential election 
through cyberattacks.

“When it comes to Russian interfer-
ence in our last campaign, 17 intelligence 
agencies agree that Russia is involved in 
that effort. 

I think the President would do well to 
say we ought to fi nd out what Russia’s role 
was, we ought to investigate it and ensure 
that it never happens again.”

The CIA reportedly believes Russian 
hacking was aimed at boosting Trump’s 
candidacy - an assessment not shared by 
the FBI, which along with other U.S. agen-
cies has concluded that Russian cyberat-
tacks sought generally to undermine the 
election. 

Trump called the CIA assessment “ri-

America

Panetta Obama

diculous”, and Russia has denied meddling 
in the election. (RTRS)

❑     ❑     ❑

Climate change cannot be ignored: 
Scientists must confront climate change 
deniers and speak up if U.S. President-elect 

Donald Trump tries to sideline climate 
research, Interior Secretary Sally Jewell is 
due to say on Wednesday.

“If you see science being ignored or 
compromised, speak up,” Jewell will tell 
a meeting of earth and space scientists in 
San Francisco, according to a draft of the 
speech seen by Reuters.

Trump has called climate change a hoax 
and sought to fi ll his cabinet with oil indus-
try allies like Texas Governor Rick Perry, 
the Energy Department nominee.

Last week, the Trump team asked the 
U.S. Department of Energy to supply 
names of offi cials who took part in inter-
national climate talks - a request that the 
agency has rejected.

The scientifi c fact of climate change 
cannot be ignored no matter who is in the 
White House, Jewell will say. And she will 

urge climate experts to publicly defend 
their work.

“Think about where to raise your voice 
and then do it,” Jewell will tell a meeting of 
the American Geophysical Union (AGU) 
- a global association of researchers. “The 
American people must be able to trust 
science.” As President Barack Obama’s top 
steward for public lands, Jewell has helped 
manage terrain that holds vast reserves of 
oil, gas and coal.

But over nearly four years in offi ce, 
Jewell has also warned that burning fossil 
fuels will irreparably harm the planet.

Jewell will say that national historic sites 
that she now manages - like the 17th cen-
tury colonial outpost, Jamestown - could 
eventually be swallowed by rising seas.

Policymakers must confront climate 
change realities, Jewell said. (RTRS)



with President-elect Donald Trump, to the 
United States.

“We managed to export Nigel Farage 
to America,” he said, before joking about 
May’s decision to be photographed wear-
ing fashionable full-length leather trousers 
that British media said had cost 995 pounds 
($1,260).

Johnson denied a media report that he 
had privately told some EU ambassadors 
that he supported freedom of movement, 
one of the EU’s fundamental citizenship 

rights that was established by the 1992 
Treaty of Maastricht.

Britain wants to control immigration 
from EU countries as part of Brexit, though 
EU leaders say Britain cannot have full 
access to EU markets if it does.

“The last time I spoke to so many 
ambassadors, I’m afraid a rather curious 
account of what had I said emerged ... per-
haps the media misunderstood something,” 
Johnson told ambassadors at a reception in 
London late on Tuesday. (RTRS)
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Brexit

‘May come home after Brexit’

Britons in Spain fret
over their healthcare
MIJAS, Spain, Dec 14, (RTRS): British pensioner 
Judy Swatridge’s spine is held together by titanium 
pins and plates since breaking her back over 10 years 
ago. She needs regular check-ups and takes prescrip-
tion drugs for illnesses including diabetes and high 
blood pressure.

The 75-year-old is one of tens of thousands of Brit-
ish retirees in Spain worried that they might lose their 
free access to Spanish health care, currently assured 
by European Union law, as a result of Britain’s exit 
from the bloc.

“I’d have to go back to the UK, I’d have no choice,” 
Swatridge, who sold her house in Britain to move to 
Spain 13 years ago, said after attending a meeting 
of pensioners with similar concerns in the southern 

coastal town of Mijas.
“I’ve looked into it,” she 

added.
Britons retiring to Spain are 

attracted not only by a warm 
climate and Mediterranean 
lifestyle but also by free access 
to a well-regarded health sys-
tem, with London ultimately 
picking up the bill by refund-
ing Madrid for their health 
costs.

It is unclear if that EU-man-
dated arrangement will continue as the issue is likely 
to become tangled in divorce negotiations set to be-
gin by March. Pensioners meanwhile worry they may 
have to return to Britain’s stretched health system, 
another example of unintended Brexit consequences 
rippling across Europe.

A return of ailing pensioners to Britain would 
threaten to further strain its National Health Service 
(NHS) where patients can wait for hours in hospital 
corridors before they are treated – not an outcome en-
visaged by Brexit campaigners.

The Brexit campaign had argued the NHS would 
benefi t from a break with the EU, saying funds no 
longer spent abroad on EU projects could be freed up 
to boost health funding at home.

Spain is the most popular European retirement des-
tination for Britons, home to around 300,000. Around 
a third of them are aged over 65. Together, Spain and 
Portugal account for almost a quarter of all Britons 
living in Europe, U.N. data shows.

In total, more than 1 million Britons live in Europe, 
and over 3 million EU citizens in Britain – potential 
bargaining chips in the upcoming divorce between 
London and Brussels.

British Prime Minister Theresa May has pushed 
for an “early resolution” to the anxiety facing foreign 
residents. But EU leaders have ruled out talks on mu-
tual residence rights until she triggers the exit process 
under Article 50 of the EU treaty.

Greater
Britain is by far the biggest user of Spain’s state-

funded, universal health care system amongst foreign 
nationals, social security fi gures show, running up a 
bill over three times greater than the next biggest us-
ers, the French, last year.

Britons cost Spain 285 million euros ($304 million) 
in health care last year, including tourists and pen-
sioners and accounting for nearly half of Spain’s total 
spend on foreign European Union nationals.

This dwarves the cost of Spaniards’ medical care in 
Britain of less than 150,000 euros last year – or just 
0.05 percent of Britons’ cost to Spain, according to 
Spanish social security data. Spaniards living in Brit-
ain tend to be of working age.

Under rules governed by European law, Spain and 
Britain compensate each other for their citizens’ medi-
cal care bills. This more or less covers costs on an an-
nual basis, Spanish social security fi gures from the last 
nine years show.

A British government spokeswoman said noth-
ing had yet been decided on the future of reciprocal 
healthcare arrangements, adding that Britain remained 
a full EU member with all the accompanying rights 
until exit negotiations were concluded.

May

Protesters wave fl ags during a demonstration in solidarity with the inhabitants of the embattled Syrian city of Aleppo, outside the entrance to Downing Street, in central London on Dec 13. Civilians and rebel fi ghters were to 
start evacuating from Syria’s Aleppo ‘within hours’ under a deal reached Tuesday that would end years of opposition resistance in the city. Rebel offi cials, Russia and Turkey confi rmed the agreement which, if implemented, 

would mark a major victory for President Bashar al-Assad over opposition forces who rose up against him in 2011. (AFP)

Leaks, EU diplomats suggest there’s no strategy

‘They feel like foreigners in UK’

PM keeping Brexit plan secret

‘Great uncertainty’ for French
LONDON, Dec 14, (AFP): France’s 
ambassador to Britain Sylvie Ber-
mann has warned of “great uncer-
tainty” among the French commu-
nity in the wake of the Brexit vote, 
in a House of Lords report pub-
lished on Wednesday.

Speaking to the Lords’ EU Jus-
tice Sub-Committee, Bermann said 
the French community has “a lot of 
questions” about the consequenc-
es of Britain’s June referendum to 
leave the European Union.

“It is worried because of the great 
uncertainty about its future in the 
UK; its members have invested a 
lot in this country, both personally 
and professionally.

“It is also worried, because in the 
aftermath of the referendum some 
French nationals were subjected to 
negative or aggressive language,” 
Bermann said in comments pub-
lished in the House of Lords report.

The French ambassador said 
she and her colleagues had re-
ceived testimonies of such abuse 
following the Brexit vote, coming 
after decades of Britain being seen 
as “a success story in terms of dy-
namism and respect for others”.

Bermann estimated 300,000 
French people were living in Brit-
ain and said some were ready to 
change their plans after the refer-
endum.

“Some of them told me that be-
fore 23 June they felt like London-
ers and now they feel like foreign-
ers, which is different.

“Many express a sense of sad-
ness and are waiting for answers,” 
she said.

The envoy’s comments echoed 

those made by her Polish counter-
part, Arkady Rzegocki, and Roma-
nian ambassador Dan Mihalache, 
who also spoke to the committee 
for its report on the impact of Brexit 
on rights.

Rzegocki said there were around 
984,000 Poles in Britain, while Mi-
halache said there were 272,000 
Romanians living there.

In its assessment the House of 
Lords committee said the govern-
ment had a moral duty to provide 
clarity to EU citizens in Britain.

“The government is under a mor-
al obligation to provide certainty 
and legal clarity to all EU nationals 
working, living and studying in the 
UK, who contribute so signifi cantly 
to the economic and cultural life of 
the UK. It should do so urgently,” 
the report said.

It further called on the govern-
ment to explain its actions to com-
bat xenophobia, while also warning 
that EU workers fi lled gaps in the 
labour market that cannot be fi lled 
by British workers.

“The longer their future is uncer-
tain, the less attractive a place to 
live and work the UK will be, and 
the greater labour market gaps will 
be,” the committee said.

Prime Minister Theresa May has 
repeatedly said she wants to pro-
tect the status of EU nationals al-
ready living in Britain, although she 
has stopped short of guaranteeing 
their rights.

The premier has promised to 
start the two-year negotiating pe-
riod to leave the EU -- by triggering 
Article 50 of the EU’s Lisbon Treaty 
-- by the end of March 2017.

LONDON, Dec 14, (RTRS): If Prime 
Minister Theresa May has a detailed 
Brexit plan, it is very secret.

Since the June 23 referendum, May 
has been clear only that the United 
Kingdom will leave the European Un-
ion and that she will formally trigger 
exit talks by the end of March 2017.

May says it would be foolish to re-
veal her cards before one of the most 
complicated negotiations in post-
World War Two European history that 
could decide the fate of both her pre-
miership and the world’s fi fth largest 
economy.

“It is absolutely right that we do not 
set out at this stage every single detail 
of our proposed negotiating strategy, 
because that would be the best way 
to get the worst possible deal for Brit-
ain,” May told parliament when asked 
whether she had a coherent plan.

May attends an EU summit in Brus-
sels on Thursday but she has not been 
invited to a dinner where leaders of the 
other 27 EU member states will dis-
cuss their approach to Brexit.

Britons’ vote to leave the bloc has 
opened a huge number of questions 
including whether exporters will keep 
tariff-free access to the single Euro-
pean market and British-based banks 
will still be able to serve continental 
clients, not to mention immigration 
and the future rights of the many EU 
citizens already living in the United 
Kingdom.

Demands
Brexiteers say there is little point 

laying out detailed demands as, with 
France and Germany due to hold elec-
tions next year and the future of a new 
Italian government uncertain, it is still 
unclear who will be in power in Paris, 
Berlin and Rome.

Another unknown is how Donald 
Trump, who once said Brexit was 
wonderful, could affect the divorce 
proceedings after he becomes US pres-
ident next month.

Behind the secrecy, though, there 
are signs of muddle.

When May pushed for informal 
negotiations with German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel at a Nov. 18 
meeting in Berlin, Europe’s most 
powerful leader blocked the attempt, 
according to people involved with 
the negotiations.

After months of refusing to specu-
late about Britain’s negotiating posi-
tion, Brexit Secretary David Davis 
told parliament this month – almost in 
passing – that he would consider mak-
ing payments to the EU to get access 
to markets, a move that sent sterling up 
almost 2 cents on the day.

The government fought and lost 
a legal challenge in the High Court 

over whether May could trigger Brexit 
without parliament’s approval. It then 
appealed to the Supreme Court. A de-
cision is due next month.

May has dismissed public discus-
sion of different variants of Brexit, 
insisting that she will get the right 
deal for Britain. Speaking on the 
BBC this month, she said only that it 
would reflect the colours of the Brit-
ish flag.

Another document, photographed 
by reporters as a Conservative Party 
offi cial carried it into Downing Street, 
said: “What’s the model? Have cake 
and eat it”.

After so many leaks, the top civil 
servant sent a warning to offi cials 
threatening them with dismissal if they 
made sensitive Brexit details public. 

That memo was itself promptly leaked 
to the media.

At least fi ve executives of major 
British companies told Reuters they 
had sought clarity but been given none 
by the government.

Foreign diplomats say there is no 
unifi ed British position on Brexit but 
rather a host of different utterances, 
both public and private, from various 
government ministers.

“I simply do not know what the 
Brits want: they seem� to want access 
to the single market and limits to im-
migration,” a senior diplomat from an 
EU member said on condition of ano-
nymity. “Beyond that, I am unsure. It 
is all unclear. Perhaps it is a great cyni-
cal strategy to be unclear but I am not 
convinced.”

Britain

British Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Philip  Hammond reacts after making 
a Christmas decoration  during the 
Chancellor’s annual Christmas party, 
this year with the charity Starlight, at 
11 Downing Street in central London 

on Dec 13. (AFP)

Cameron Johnson

EU proposes new rules: The Euro-
pean Commission proposed new rules on 
Tuesday on what social benefi ts govern-
ments must pay to citizens from other EU 
states — a key for people concerned about 
immigration and “benefi t tourism”.

The package of measures, delayed by 
nearly a year as Brussels hoped to avoid 
Britain voting to leave the EU, is designed 
to clarify rights of EU expatriate workers 
and states’ obligations on unemployment 
benefi ts and social security.

The new rules will confi rm a series of 
EU court decisions that backed mainly rich 
northwestern states in rejecting “benefi t 
tourism” by poor Europeans who did not 
look for, or fi nd, work after arriving.

“To sum up in one word, it is about fair-
ness,” said EU Commissioner for employ-
ment and social affair Marianne Thyssen.

Under the proposal, jobseekers will be 
able to take unemployment benefi t with 
them to a different country for six months, 
rather than three.

Economically inactive people would, 
however, not be able to claim social 
security benefi ts abroad, setting out that 
freedom of movement of workers is not a 
full right to reside for everyone.

One element on which former prime 
minister David Cameron had secured a 
promise of change before the Brexit vote is 
absent. States will continue to have to pay 
full benefi ts to children of EU expatriates 
working in their countries, even if those 
children live in other countries with lower 
allowances and living costs.

Thyssen said the payment for such 
exported benefi ts was less than 1 percent of 
child benefi t costs. (RTRS)

❑     ❑      ❑

Johnson pokes fun at PM: British 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson has pub-
licly poked fun at Prime Minister Theresa 
May, telling dozens of foreign ambassadors 
she was so cosmopolitan that she sported 
leather trousers like German “lederhosen”.

Johnson, known in Britain and beyond 
for his often outlandish persona and 
dishevelled mop of platinum hair, said 
his country would not turn its back on 
the world after Brexit and cast the United 
Kingdom as a cosmopolitan consumer of 
imports.

“We are gluttons in this country for 
imports. We buy huge quantities of stuff, 
particularly of course from our friends in 
the European Union, as of course we shall 
continue to do so when we do that great 
free trade deal,” he told ambassadors.

Johnson quipped that Britain had even 
managed to export Brexit campaigner 
Nigel Farage, who enjoys a friendship 

Britain
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Migrants

Disaster boat skipper jailed

Uncertainty for Calais
kids on UK ‘transfers’
PARIS, Dec 14, (AFP): France on Tuesday denied 
reports that Britain has stopped taking in migrant 
children relocated from Calais, saying London has 
taken in over 450 minors since the “Jungle” camp was 
razed and that the transfers were “going well”.

The French interior ministry said Britain had 
accepted 866 unaccompanied minors since the start of 
2016, 468 of whom were whisked across the Channel 
after the sprawling Jungle was demolished in late 
October.

“The cooperation is going well,” the ministry said, 
denying reports that Britain had pulled up the draw-
bridge on children who had travelled to Calais in the 
hope of reaching England.

French authorities in October cleared the squalid 
camp near Calais port and 
moved the thousands of 
migrants -- mostly Afghans, 
Eritreans and Sudanese -- who 
had been living there to shel-
ters nationwide. They included 
around 1,900 minors.

Britain, which had already 
begun taking some of the chil-
dren, assured at the time it 
would take hundreds more, 
without committing to an exact 
figure.

Last week, British immigra-
tion minister Robert Goodwill said his government 
had welcomed over 750 children -- a figure lower than 
that given by the French.

A spokeswoman for Britain’s Home Office interior 
ministry told AFP Tuesday the transfer of Calais chil-
dren was “continuing” but declined to say how many 
would be admitted.

“The first phase of transfers has concluded but that 
is not the end of the process. More eligible children 
will be transferred from across Europe in the coming 
months,” she said.

Of those children given shelter so far, “many” had 
joined family members, she said.

Admission
Last month, Britain tightened the admission criteria 

for unaccompanied migrant children without family in 
Britain, saying the child must be 12 or under, or run a 
high risk of sexual exploitation.

The threshold for Syrian and Sudanese children 
was lower, with children of up to 15 years declared 
eligible.

A spokeswoman for Safe Passage, a charity that 
supports refugees coming to Britain, said: “Our 
understanding is that the transfers have stopped at 
750.”

Although the government said the transfers are 
ongoing, these are on a “child-by-child” basis, the 
spokeswoman said, with each case potentially taking 
“months” to process.

Before the Jungle was cleared, French President 
Francois Hollande had appealed to Britain to fulfil its 
“moral duty” towards migrants trying to reach Britain, 
where many have contacts or speak the language.

Dozens of migrants have died trying to climb onto 
trucks heading to Calais port to cross to England. 
French charities have warned that a closure of 
Britain’s asylum channels could see children once 
again put their lives on the line.

Genevieve Jacques, head of the migrant charity 
Cimade, said she feared they would run away from the 
migrant shelters back to Calais and called on France 
to “take a tougher tone” with Britain.

France and Britain have tried to make the Calais 
site less attractive for migrants, erecting a wall that 
officials said late Monday had been completed.

The four-metre-high (13-foot) wall runs along a 
kilometre-long stretch of the main road leading to 
Calais port, next to the area that used to house the 
sprawling camp.

The concrete barrier -- estimated to cost 2.7 million 
euros ($3 million) -- aims to prevent new arrivals 
stowing away on trucks bound for Britain.

❑       ❑       ❑

An Italian court ruled Tuesday that the captain of a 
migrant boat that sank in 2015, killing up to 900 
people, was responsible for the disaster, the 
Mediterranean’s worst since World War II.

Judges in the Sicilian port city of Catania ordered 
Mohammed Ali Malek, a Tunisian national, to serve 
18 years in jail for multiple manslaughter, human traf-
ficking and causing the tragedy after the packed boat 
capsized after colliding with a freighter coming to its 
aid.

Tragedy
Syrian Mahmoud Bikhit, accused of being his first 

mate, was handed a five-year sentence for his role in 
the tragedy off the Libyan coast. Italian forensic sci-
entists spent months sorting through decomposed 
body parts to count the victims.

The men were ordered to pay nine million euros 
($9.5 million) each in compensation.

Both had claimed they were simple migrants and 
had been made to steer the boat by the real traffickers.

But survivors told investigators that Malek, who 
had lived in Italy in the past, was the captain. And that 
it was his lack of sailing skills that caused the deadly 
collision.

“I spent two years and six months in Italy and I 
have a young son with an Italian woman: I want to 
marry her and recognise the baby,” Malek told the 
court in a plea before the verdict.

“It’s the truth. I’ve always told the truth. Just as I 
immediately gave (police) my real name, and told 
them I was a passenger,” he said.

The boat was carrying people largely from The 
Gambia, Senegal and Mali, as well as Bangladesh, the 
Ivory Coast and Ethiopia. Only 28 survived.

Up to 900 people were packed into the 27-metre 
(90-foot) boat when it left Libya.

While prosecutors have put the number of victims 
at around 700 because there are 700 body bags, foren-
sic scientists who examined the remains put the num-
ber at closer to 900, saying many bags contained 
pieces of more than one person.

Malek’s lawyer Massimo Ferrante told AFP his 
client had been “naturally shocked by the verdict, but 
told me he wants to fight”.

They will be appealing, he said.
Firefighters who recovered the mangled bodies 

from the rotting ship said they had been “packed in 
like on the trains for Auschwitz”.

The Sicilian court heard from a survivor who lost 
relatives on the night of the April 18-19 wreck.

The vessel sank in pitch darkness after running into 
the Portuguese freighter King Jacob which had raced 
to its rescue, the collision sending its passengers over 
to one side and causing the vessel to tip over.

Goodwill

Police separates anti and pro-government demonstrators on the 35th anniversary of the martial law in Warsaw on Dec 13. General Wojciech Jaruzelski, a key 
figure in Cold War history who imposed martial law in Poland in 1981, will be posthumously stripped of his military rank, along with fellow general Czeslaw Kiszczak, 

the defence minister said Tuesday. (AFP)

Dutch detain man suspected of involvement in terror group

Finland tries twins over IS massacre
HELSINKI, Dec 14, (Agencies): Iraqi 
twin brothers went on trial Tuesday in 
Finland over their alleged role in a 
2014 massacre of up to 1,700 unarmed 
recruits by the Islamic State group in 
Iraq.

The 24-year-old brothers, who came 
to Finland as asylum seekers in 
September 2015 and were arrested a 
few months later, have pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

The trial began on Tuesday with 
procedural matters, and the defendants 
were not in the courtroom.

The prosecution is seeking life in 
prison for the brothers’ alleged role in 
the massacre of unarmed, mostly 
Shiite military recruits captured out-
side the Speicher military base in 
Tikrit.

The highest estimates put the total 
number of executed cadets at 1,700.

One of the two brothers is believed 
to appear in a propaganda video later 
released by the Islamic State group 
(IS), shooting dead at least 11 prison-
ers who had been forced to lay down 
in a hole on the ground for execution.

The twins look so much alike that 
the prosecutor has been unable to iden-
tify which of the two may appear in 
the video, opting instead to charge 
them both for an unspecified number 
of murders.

Deputy state prosecutor Raija 
Toiviainen said the murder charges 
covered the twin’s active role in the 
massacre as a whole, for capturing and 
transporting the victims, all the while 

knowing it would result in their execu-
tion.

“In the same way that if a murder 
takes place on the street in which sev-
eral people participate, one by firing 
the gun and another one by holding the 
victim still for example ... they can all 
be sentenced for murder,” she 
explained to AFP.

Assault
The twins have also been charged 

with committing a war crime for alleg-
edly killing unarmed cadets, as well as 
for “aggravated assault with terrorist 
aims”.

One of the prosecution witnesses 
has claimed that the brothers, together 
with other IS fighters, captured and 
beat him up in his apartment and then 
took him by force to a former palace of 
late Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein 
where the assault continued.

A life sentence in Finland usually 
consists of 14 years in prison before 
the prisoner is paroled.

Meanwhile, Dutch prosecutors say a 
40-year-old man suspected of involve-
ment in a terror organization in Syria 
or Iraq was arrested recently at 
Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport after 
earlier being detained in Turkey.

The National Prosecutor’s Office 
says in a statement that the suspect 
was taken into custody on Saturday 
and appeared before an investigating 
judge on Tuesday.

The man, whose identity was not 
released, is thought to have been in 

territory controlled by the extremist 
Islamic State group in Syria or Iraq 
since October 2015. He was detained 
last month when he crossed from 
Islamic State-controlled territory into 
Turkey.

The Dutch counterterrorism coordi-
nator warned last month of the threat 
posed to the Netherlands by battle-
hardened jihadi fighters returning 
home from Syria and Iraq.

In another development, the French 
lower house of parliament voted early 
on Wednesday to extend the country’s 
state of emergency until July 15, 2017, 
as France remains on high alert against 
the threat of terror attacks.

The extension of the state of emer-
gency had already been proposed on 
Dec 10 by France’s new prime minis-
ter, Bernard Cazeneuve. Political par-
ties are keen to show they are getting a 
grip on the threat of attacks as France 
prepares for presidential elections in 
2017.

France’s upper house Senate will 
also review the measures on Thursday.

The socialist government imposed 
the state of emergency — which gives 
police extended powers to search and 
arrest — in November last year after 
attacks by Islamist militants in Paris 
that killed 130 people.

The state of emergency, which was 
originally due to end in mid-January, 
has already been extended four times 
because the government considers that 
the risk of armed attacks by Islamist 
militants remains high.

Extremism

Yazidi women from Iraq, Nadia Murad 
Basee (left), and Lamiya Aji Bashar 
(2nd left), pose with their award after 
receiving the European Union’s 
Sakharov Prize for human rights at 
the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, eastern France on Dec 
13. Two Yazidi women who escaped 
sexual enslavement by the Islamic 
State group and went on to become 
advocates for others have won the 
European Union’s Sakharov Prize for 
human rights. The award, named 
after Soviet dissident Andrei 
Sakharov, was created in 1988 to 
honor individuals or groups who 
defend human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms. Unidentified man stands 

behind. (AP)

Merkel Spahn

EU to overhaul jobless benefits: 
The European Commission on Tuesday 
proposed to overhaul rules on benefits for 
EU migrants in a bid to quell rising anti-
immigration sentiment in Europe after the 
shock Brexit vote.

The new proposal by European Social 
Affairs Commissioner Marianne Thyssen 
comes six months after Britain voted to 
quit the EU on a wave of anti-migrant 
anger and allegations of benefit tourism by 
EU citizens living in Britain.

“We need labour mobility to help 
restore economic growth and competitive-
ness. But mobility needs to be based on 
clear, fair and enforceable rules,” Thyssen 
said in a statement.

This proposal “safeguards free move-
ment and protects citizens’ rights, while 
strengthening the tools to address possible 
abuse,” she added.

Under the proposals from by the 
Commission, the EU’s executive arm, EU 
citizens would have to work at least three 
months in a new bloc country before being 
able to claim full unemployment benefits.

As the rules now stand, migrants can 
claim previous work in another EU country 
when calculating jobless benefits in a new 
one. Critics say this creates an incentive 
for benefits tourism.

Also in the proposal, workers living in 
one EU country and crossing daily into 
another for work will receive unemploy-
ment benefits from where they work 
instead of where they live.(AFP)

❑       ❑       ❑

Germany to deport 50: Germany will 
on Wednesday carry out its first group 
deportation of Afghans whose asylum 

Europe

Chinese tourists take pictures of the Christmas market in Frankfurt, Germany on 
Dec 14. (AP)

applications have been rejected, in line 
with an agreement with Kabul, the news 
magazine Der Spiegel said on Tuesday, 
citing government sources.

More than a million migrants from the 
Middle East, Africa and elsewhere have 
arrived in Germany this year and last, 
prompting concerns about security and 
integration and boosting support for anti-
immigrant groups such as the Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) party.

In 2016, Afghans are the second biggest 

group of asylum seekers in Germany after 
Syrians, according to data from the Federal 
Office for Migration and Refugees 
(BAMF).

A spokeswoman for the Interior 
Ministry did not confirm the exact date but 
said there would be a repatriation flight to 
Afghanistan by the end of the year, 
although details would not be announced 
in advance to avoid jeopardising it.

She said the deportations were taking 
place on the basis of an agreement made 

with the Afghan government in October.
Der Spiegel said on its website that the 

Afghans would be flown from Frankfurt to 
Kabul and then ultimately sent back to 
their home regions as long as these were 
reasonably safe. It said the next plane had 
already been chartered for the beginning of 
January.

Germany has seen protests against the 
planned deportations in recent weeks; crit-
ics say much of Afghanistan is not safe 
and that returnees might face reprisals.

Last week, Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s Christian Democrats (CDU) 
toughened their tone on migrants, and 
Deputy Finance Minister Jens Spahn 
said the legal barriers to deportation 
must be lowered. (RTRS)

❑       ❑       ❑

Fugitive ex-Syrian diplomat held: 
A former Syrian diplomat convicted in 
absentia of a brutal rape in Switzerland in 
2001 has been arrested in Versailles, 
France, living under a false identity as a 
refugee, the Geneva prosecutor’s office 
said on Wednesday.

The man, whose name was not revealed, 
was sentenced to 13 years in prison for the 
1997 rape of a 60-year-old woman that 
amounted to torture. The Geneva court 
cited the “unbearable severity” and perver-
sity of his acts against the woman he had 
met at a spa.

Previously accredited as a Syrian dip-
lomat to the United Nations in Geneva, 
he had been living in Versailles “under a 
new identity, with the status of a politi-
cal refugee” before his arrest on 
Tuesday, the prosecutor’s statement said. 
(RTRS)



The award-winning Lebanese brand Babel, known 
for its authenticity, exquisite culinary offering 

outside of Lebanon at a stunning custom-built 
location overlooking the Arabian Gulf in Kuwait.
Babel has been providing unique culinary 
experiences to Lebanese diners since 2009, and has 
become known for its progressive cuisine through 

Lebanese ingredients. Babel is also known for 
its breathtaking architecture, dazzling décor and 
spacious interiors. 

Road, Kuwait, was celebrated at a ribbon cutting 

of Afkar Holding Group, and Mohammed Alshaya, 
Executive Chairman of M.H. Alshaya Co. 

the Babel brand outside Lebanon and represents the 
largest development deal in Babel’s history. We see 
Babel as a beacon of culinary sophistication, using 

food as a common language that brings together 
the best ingredients of the Lebanese cuisine,” said 
Mr. Rizk. 
“We are committed to remaining true to our 
traditions while adapting to the cultures and tastes 
of our new locations. By partnering with one of the 
world’s leading international franchise operators, 

strategy is on the right track,” added Mr Rizk.
Mohammed Alshaya, Executive Chairman of M.H. 
Alshaya Co., said: “We are delighted to bring this 
unique Lebanese dining concept to local diners, 

choices that we already offer our customers in 
Kuwait. Babel shares our passion for excellence 
and customer service, and we look forward to 

with the brand.”
Babel goes to great lengths to deliver the highest 
quality cuisine. This starts with the most authentic 
ingredients: the olive oil is made of Lebanese green 

olives pressed on traditional stone mills, while 
sunny cucumbers are hand-picked and pickled in-
house to ensure consistent quality and taste. Plates 
are garnished with authentic Lebanese pine nuts, 
and sumac, a traditional Lebanese spice, is picked 
in season from organic lands.

Babel’s History
In 2009, Babel was established in the town of 
Dbayeh, Lebanon, known for its historic location 
and its role as a melting pot for different civilisations 
and cultures. This heritage of bridging cultures and 
traditions is strongly echoed in Babel’s approach, 

region of each Babel outlet.

concept, design, mood and cuisine, recreating 
an extraordinary atmosphere by using exterior 
elements of a castle’s yard to create an exceptional 
dining experience. 
In 2012, their second location came to life in the 

heart of Zeitounay Bay, Beirut. Babel Bay paid 
homage to Beirut with a meticulously styled interior 
replicating the capital’s shoreline, positioned on 
top of 7 sandstones to symbolize the 7 destructions 
which Beirut has faced. 
In 2013, Babel Bahr landed on the seashore 
of Amchit. The new location combined 
Mediterranean elements, welcoming guests to a 

food, service, ambiance and quality come together.
In 2016, the new Babel Kuwait offers a grand 
environment, with sophisticated and exclusive 
decor rich in detail, including an olive tree of 
around 1000 years old, and a sweeping view of the 
Kuwait city skyline and the Arabian Gulf.
Babel Kuwait can be found on the waterfront of 

more about Babel, follow them on Facebook @
BabelKuwait and Instagram @BabelKuwait.

Acclaimed Lebanese Restaurant Babel arrives in Kuwait
Babel promises unique dining experience in iconic new location
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Palestine

Peace confab to be postponed

Palestinians no longer
believe in 2-state deal
RAMALLAH, West Bank, Dec 14, (Agencies): Two-
thirds of Palestinians believe a two-state solution to 
their conflict with Israel is no longer possible, a poll 
said Tuesday.

The share of those who lost faith in such a deal rose 
from 56 percent in September to 65 percent now, prob-
ably due to an acceleration of settlement activity, said the 
Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey research.

Most in the international community still back the 
establishment of a Palestinian state alongside Israel, 
even though a deal appears to be increasingly com-
plicated, in part because of the continued growth of 
settlements. Gaps between Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders remain wide, preventing any meaningful talks 
since 2009.

The poll was conducted last 
week among 1,270 Palestin-
ians and had an error margin of 
three percentage points.

The survey also found that 54 
percent have no faith in the new-
ly elected leadership of Palestin-
ian President Mahmoud Abbas’ 
Fatah movement. The vote at a 
recent Fatah convention affirmed 
aging party stalwarts in top jobs 
and was seen as a move to side-
line exiled Abbas rival Moham-
med Dahlan.

In a related development, Abbas decided to strip 
four legislators seen as close to Dahlan of their parlia-
mentary immunity, taking yet another step to prevent 
a Dahlan political comeback.

Strip
In the past, only the Palestinian parliament could 

strip legislators of their immunity. Parliament has 
been defunct since 2007, when the violent split be-
tween Fatah and rival Hamas produced separate gov-
ernments in the West Bank and Gaza. Abbas has ruled 
autonomous West Bank enclaves by decree since then.

Fatah said on its Facebook page that the four legis-
lators would be investigated about suspicions of em-
bezzlement of funds and weapons dealing.

Najat Abu Baker, one of the legislators being targeted, 
said the decision amounts to “suppression of the freedom 
of expression.” She said she was not notified of any pos-
sible legal steps against her. Tuesday’s survey said 60 
percent of Palestinians reject the court ruling giving Ab-
bas the right to move against legislators.

❑     ❑     ❑

France will postpone a proposed Middle East peace 
conference in Paris to January next year, Voice of 
Palestine radio reported on Wednesday, with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu refusing to par-
ticipate and US attendance in doubt.

France has been trying to persuade Netanyahu, 
who has repeatedly rejected the conference proposal, 
to meet with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
in the French capital to try to revive moribund peace 
talks between the two sides.

Voice of Palestine radio quoted Palestinian Ambas-
sador to France Salman El Herfi as saying that Paris 
had informed the Palestinians of its delay to the peace 
conference until January “to make better prepara-
tions”.

❑     ❑     ❑

A Palestinian stabbed an Israeli policeman with a 
screwdriver in annexed east Jerusalem’s Old City be-
fore being shot dead on Wednesday, police said.

The attacker “produced a screwdriver and stabbed 
a policeman in the head, lightly injuring him”, police 
spokeswoman Luba Samri said in a statement.

“Security forces neutralised the terrorist.”
She later confirmed he had died of his injuries after 

being taken to a local hospital.
The assailant struck in the heart of the Old City, a 

major draw for foreign tourists and pilgrims but the 
site of several attacks over the past year.

Abbas

Family members mourn during a funeral ceremony for police officer Tugay Can Kizilirmak, 26, who was killed with dozens others late Saturday outside the Besiktas football club stadium Vodafone Arena in Istanbul, in Ankara, 
Turkey on Dec 13. Turkey’s police rounded up more than 100 members of a Kurdish political party on Monday as the country mourned the dozens killed in a bombing attack near an Istanbul soccer stadium. (AP)

Military court jails Brotherhood supporters 

IS claims Cairo church bombing
CAIRO, Dec 14, (Agencies): The Is-
lamic State group claimed responsibil-
ity on Tuesday for a bomb attack on a 
Cairo church that killed 25 people, the 
first claim for one of the worst attacks 
on the Coptic Christian community in 
recent memory.

IS identified the suicide bomber 
who carried out Sunday’s attack by the 
pseudonym Abu Abdallah al-Masri in 
a statement circulated on social media 
on Tuesday.

The bomber “got in between the 
crowd” and detonated his explosive belt, 
the jihadist group said in the statement.

The group said it would continue at-
tacks against “every infidel and apos-
tate in Egypt, and everywhere”.

President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi named 
the suicide bomber as Mahmoud Shafik 
Mohamed Mostafa, 22, during a funeral 
for the victims on Monday.

Egyptian authorities are battling an 
Islamist insurgency led by an Egyptian 
affiliate of IS.

Targeted
While most of the insurgents’ attacks 

have mainly targeted police and military 
in northern Sinai province, the jihadists 
have also targeted security forces and 
government officials in Cairo.

The attacks have worsened since the 
July 2013 ouster of Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi. The ouster was led 
by Sisi, who was defence minister at 
the time.

Following the deadly dispersal by 
security forces of two pro-Morsi pro-
test camps in Cairo in August 2013, 
mobs attacked more than 40 church-
es nationwide, as well as dozens of 
schools, houses and businesses be-
longing to Copts.

They pointed to the appearance of 
Coptic Pope Tawadros II next to Sisi 

in July 2013, when the then army chief 
— also surrounded by Muslim and op-
position figures — announced Morsi’s 
removal on television.

Sisi said Mostafa, the suspected 
suicide bomber, had detonated his ex-
plosive belt at the Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul Church, which is adjacent to Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral, the seat of the Cop-
tic pope.

The interior ministry said late on 
Monday that Mostafa had been iden-
tified by DNA tests from body parts 
which matched that of his family.

It also said Mostafa was working with 
a group that received logistical and finan-
cial support from Muslim Brotherhood 
members residing in Qatar.

The Muslim Brotherhood has denied 
any involvement with the incident.

The authorities have arrested four 
alleged members of this group, the in-
terior ministry said.

The attacks were “aiming to foment 
a large-scale sectarian crisis” without 
linking the group with these attacks, 
the interior ministry said.

The ministry statement claims a 
group named The Egyptian Revolu-
tionary Council, an alleged arm of the 
Brotherhood, has issued a statement 
on Dec 5 “vowing to target the heads 
of the Orthodox Church because of its 
support for the state.”

Some analysts had warned that Is-
lamists affiliated with the Brotherhood, 
though not necessarily under their con-
trol, could turn to serious violence af-
ter the 2013 post-coup crackdown.

Accused
Meanwhile, Qatar has denied any 

link with a Cairo church bombing that 
killed 25 people and accused critics of 
trying to sully the country’s name.

Doha’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

added that it condemned all “terrorism 
acts”, in a statement released through the 
Qatar News Agency on Tuesday night.

On Monday, Egypt accused fugi-
tive Muslim Brotherhood leaders who 
fled to Qatar of training and financing 
those responsible for the deadly bomb 
attack on the Saint Peter and Saint Paul 
Church a day earlier.

Cairo’s interior ministry pointed a fin-
ger at suspect Mohab Mostafa el-Sayed 
Qassem, also known as “The Doctor”, 
who travelled to Qatar in 2015.

It said Qassem was offered financial 
and logistical support to carry out at-
tacks in Egypt. But Qatar said such 
claims were baseless.

Also:
CAIRO: A military court sentenced 
141 supporters of the Muslim Broth-
erhood to up to 15 years in prison on 
Tuesday for ransacking public facili-
ties and rioting, the defendants’ law-
yers told Reuters.

The Assiut military court sentenced 
96 of them to 15 years in absentia. 
Forty-two of those in detention were 
sentenced to seven years in prison and 
three of those detained to five years. 
The 45 detained were each also fined 
20,000 Egyptian pounds ($1,100), said 
lawyers Khaled al-Koumy and Mo-
hamed Samir.

The case dealt with events in August 
2013 in the city of Malawi in the Prov-
ince of Minya which were among a 
wave of unrest after the army removed 
elected Islamist president Mohamed 
Morsi from power, following mass 
protests against his rule.

Suspects in security and terrorism-
related cases are often sent to the 
military courts in Egypt. The general 
prosecution referred the defendants to 
a military tribunal in March last year.

Egypt

A church and mosque are silhou-
etted as the sun sets in Cairo, Egypt 
on Dec 13. 25 Christians were killed 
Sunday at the city’s main Coptic ca-
thedral in what was one of the dead-
liest attacks on the religious minority 
in recent memory. The bomb went 
off while worshippers were attending 
Sunday Mass at a chapel adjacent to 

St Mark’s Cathedral. (AP)

Gulen Koenders

‘Long arm’ of Turkish state: The 
Netherlands said on Wednesday it would 
challenge every instance of the “long arm” 
of Ankara extending to its territory, after a 
report the Turkish embassy had sent home 
a list of Dutch Turks who might have sym-
pathized with July’s failed coup.

The Dutch foreign minister summoned 
Turkey’s ambassador in The Hague after 
a report in De Telegraaf newspaper citing 
Yusuf Acar, who is both a diplomat and 
the chairman of the Dutch arm of Turkey’s 
Directorate of Religious Affairs, as 
acknowledging he had compiled the list of 
“Gulenists”.

Ankara accuses supporters of exiled cleric 
Fethullah Gulen of backing the short-lived 
coup in which over 240 people were killed. 
In Turkey, over 100,000 people have been 
detained, suspended or sacked from judiciary, 
media and civil service and tensions have 
spread within the 500,000 Dutch-Turkish 
community, with some suspected Gulenist 
sympathizers facing death threats.

In a statement, Dutch Foreign Minister 
Bert Koenders said the Telegraaf report 
was “worrying.”

“We’re going to ask for clarification 
about this,” Koenders said.

“In addition, we are going to engage 
with the Turkish authorities and the Di-
yanet organization in Ankara. That’s part 
of our policy of challenging every incident 
that concerns the “long arm” with our 
Turkish counterparts.”

Acar told De Telegraaf that he had 
assembled the list from publicly available 
sources in his capacity as an employee of 
the Turkish Embassy, and not as leader 
of the religious affairs directorate, the 
Diyanet.

Koenders said that “if true, that means 
the combination of a diplomatic status with 

Mideast

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani waits for the arrival of Indonesia’s president at 
Saad Abad Palace in Tehran on Dec 14. (AFP)

the chairmanship of Diyanet is problem-
atic.”

As recently as Friday, the Dutch Diyanet 
had issued a press statement denying any 
involvement with “collecting information 
on Gulenist sympathizers”. (RTRS)

❑       ❑       ❑

Kurds see hope of Trump vows: The 
newest enterprise bearing Donald Trump’s 
name is not a five-star hotel or an exclusive 

golf club. It is a restaurant in northern Iraq 
serving fire-roasted carp for $10 a kilo 
which the US president-elect probably 
doesn’t even know exists.

Trump Fish, whose logo features the 
businessman-turned-politician’s distinctive 
yellow mane, opened about 10 days ago in 
the Kurdish city of Duhok, an hour’s drive 
from the latest battle against Islamic State 
militants in Mosul.

Owner Nedyar Zawity says he registered 

the Trump name months ago with Kurdish 
authorities. The 31-year-old entrepreneur 
insists the branding is more about turning a 
profit than endorsing politics, but he likes 
Trump’s strong personality and reputation 
as a successful businessman.

Above all, he appreciates the president-
elect’s promise to ramp up support to the 
Kurds and their peshmerga fighters, a 
sensitive proposition in a country where 
competing pro-government forces vie for 
Western backing.

“I personally love Trump for this,” 
Zawity told Reuters. “The name Trump is 
beloved in Kurdistan.”

The Kurds, oppressed under successive 
Arab governments in Iraq, are perhaps the 
biggest victors of the new order born out of 
the US-led invasion that toppled Saddam 
Hussein in 2003.

While Iraqi Arabs further south have 
been gripped by sectarian conflict for more 
than a decade, Kurdistan remained rela-
tively safe, enjoyed an economic boom and 
steadily developed its autonomy.

More recently, Kurdish peshmerga fight-
ers – whose name literally means “those 
who face death” – have proven vital US al-
lies in the war against Islamic State, which 
seized a third of the country in 2014 when 
Iraqi forces collapsed.

The Kurds have pushed for years to re-
ceive direct support instead of aid funnelled 
through Baghdad – something Washington 
has resisted in pursuit of a strategy to 
prevent Iraq fragmenting. (RTRS)
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South seas turbulent

US will challenge
aggressive China
SYDNEY, Dec 14, (AFP): The United States will 
keep challenging Beijing’s “assertive, aggressive 
behaviour in the South China Sea”, the US Pacific 
commander said Wednesday, as tensions between two 
powers rise over comments by Donald Trump.

Admiral Harry Harris, head of the US Pacific 
Command, warned Washington would not accept 
Chinese control of the region, despite Beijing’s rapid 
development of artificial islands capable of hosting 
military planes.

He remarks come as Beijing reacted angrily after 
Trump, the US President-elect, 
broke convention by speaking 
directly to Taiwanese leader 
Tsai Ing-wen — and suggested 
Washington could jettison 
Washington’s decades-old 
“One China policy”.

The “One China policy” is a 
diplomatic compromise allow-
ing the US to do business with 
both China and Taiwan while 
only recognising Beijing diplo-
matically.

“We will not allow the 
shared domains to be closed down unilaterally, no 
matter how many bases are built on artificial features 
in the South China Sea,” Harris said.

“We will cooperate where we can but we will be 
ready to confront where we must.”

China insists on sovereignty over virtually all the 
resource-endowed South China Sea, despite rival 
claims from its Southeast Asian neighbours.

Recognise
But Washington has repeatedly said it does not 

recognise the claims, and has regularly sent warships 
into the strategically vital area to assert the right to 
freedom of navigation.

“Should others (countries) signal in this way in 
freedom of navigation operations? I think so, but that 
is again up to each individual country to make that 
decision,” the admiral told Australian think-tank the 
Lowy Institute in Sydney.

“The US fought its first war following our indepen-
dence to ensure freedom of navigation, and we did 
that when we were weak and small,” he added.

“This is an enduring principle, and one of the rea-
sons our forces remain ready to fight tonight.”

Harris added that Washington would not make 
Australia choose between its traditional ally, the 
United States, and rising world power China.

“Australia is more than capable of chewing gum 
and walking at the same time, and so we’re not asking 
you to make a choice,” he said.

A UN-backed tribunal ruled in July in a case 
brought by the Philippines that any extensive claims 
to the sea had no legal basis and that China’s con-
struction of artificial islands in disputed waters was 
illegal.

Australia’s Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said last 
month that Canberra and Jakarta were considering 
joint patrols in the disputed region. The Australian 
navy has already conducted joint exercises in the 
South China Sea with India and the US.

❑       ❑       ❑

US military grounds Osprey planes: The US 
Marines suspended flights of their Osprey aircraft in 
Japan on Wednesday as anger mounts over an acci-
dent that saw one of the hybrid planes crash off the 
southern island of Okinawa.

The incident came at a delicate time, with Tokyo 
and Washington pushing to build a new airbase on 
Okinawa despite local opposition against the heavy 
US military presence there and concerns by residents 
about the Osprey.

The MV-22 Osprey, a so-called tiltrotor plane that 
can carry 24 troops, is half helicopter half turboprop 
and boasts the manoeuvrability of a chopper and the 
speed and range of a fixed-wing aircraft.

But a series of accidents mostly in the United States 
involving the plane have prompted protests by 
Okinawa residents.

The crash happened overnight after the aircraft 
damaged one of its propellers during an aerial refuel-
ling drill with another plane around 10:00 pm Tuesday 
(1300 GMT), according to Marine Lieutenant General 
Lawrence Nicholson.

The Osprey pilot guided the violently shaking 
aircraft to shallow waters near US Marine base 
Camp Schwab, and conducted “a controlled land-
ing” in the water to reduce injuries to crew and 
avoid flying over Okinawan residential areas, he 
told reporters.

Nicholson said that investigations were under way 
and flights would not resume until he was satisfied 
with the results of the reviews.

He stressed, however, that the incident was not due 
to a mechanical problem with the aircraft.

❑       ❑       ❑

‘Shadowy’ doctors visited Park: South Korea’s 
embattled president was visited by “shadowy” doctors 
who injected her with human placenta extract, a par-
liamentary inquiry into a growing corruption scandal 
heard Wednesday.

The ongoing, two-month hearing is seeking to get 
to the bottom of a scandal that triggered mass nation-
wide protests and led to lawmakers voting to impeach 
Park Geun-Hye last Friday.

Park stands accused of colluding with her long-
time friend Choi Soon-Sil to strong arm donations 
from large companies worth tens of millions of 
dollars.

The scandal raised questions as to what extent the 
friend influenced the president’s personal life, as it 
emerged that Park had sought treatment from doctors 
who were not part of her official medical staff but had 
ties with Choi.

The two doctors — who treated Choi for years — 
testified that they had visited Park at her residence 
multiple times, often without the presence or knowl-
edge of the presidential medical team.

One of them said he had given Park a series of 
injections containing human placenta extracts and 
vitamins, widely used as an anti-ageing treatment or 
for detoxification in South Korea.

He later became a member of the presidential 
medical team.

The other doctor, who runs a plastic surgery clinic 
in the affluent Seoul district of Gangnam, testified 
that he had visited Park multiple times since 2013 to 
handle her “skin troubles.”

He however denied that he had performed cosmetic 
procedures on Park as lawmakers grilled him with 
past photos of small bruises on the president’s face, 
which he said were possibly traces of wrinkle filler 
needles.

Trump

People walk below ice and snow-covered trees after a snow fall in Jilin city, in China’s northeast Jilin province on Dec 13. (AFP)

President says he may not be around till end of term

I personally killed people: Duterte
MANILA, Dec 14, (Agencies): 
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte 
has said he personally killed suspected 
criminals when he was mayor of a 
southern city to set an example for 
police.

Duterte made the comments in a 
speech late on Monday night to busi-
nessmen as he discussed his campaign 
to eradicate illegal drugs, which has 
seen police and unknown assailants 
kill thousands of people since he 
became president on June 30.

After speaking about police killing 
suspects during the current crime war, 
Duterte said he led similar efforts 
when he was mayor of Davao, the 
major southern city that he ruled for 
most of the previous 20 years.

“In Davao I used to do it personally. 
Just to show to the guys (police) that if 
I can do it why can’t you,” Duterte 
said in his speech at the presidential 
palace.

“And I’d go around in Davao with a 
motorcycle, with a big bike around, 
and I would just patrol the streets, 
looking for trouble also. I was really 
looking for a confrontation so I could 
kill.”

Duterte, 71, also responded to criti-
cism from human rights groups and 
US President Barack Obama about his 
anti-crime tactics, vowing he would 
not be intimidated by their criticism 
into stopping.

“Sorry, I am not about to do that,” 
he said.

In a speech to expatriate Filipinos 
during a state visit to Cambodia on 
Tuesday, Duterte joked that as mayor 
of Davao he would go on missions 
with police and shoot blindly at crimi-
nal suspects.

“I (would) sometimes go along with 
them. If you say I shot someone, 
maybe I did. I was closing my eyes 
because I am scared of firing a gun,” 
said Duterte, a lawyer and former state 
prosecutor.

Rights groups have previously 
accused Duterte of running vigilante 
death squads in Davao that killed more 
than 1,000 suspected criminals, includ-
ing children accused of petty crimes.

Duterte has variously denied and 
acknowledged involvement in the 

death squads.
But he easily won presidential elec-

tions in May after promising to roll-
out his Davao law-and-order policies 
across the nation.

He pledged that 100,000 people 
would die in the crackdown and that so 
many bodies would be dumped in 
Manila Bay that fish there would grow 
fat from feeding on them.

Since taking office in late June, 
police have reported killing 2,086 peo-
ple in anti-drug operations. More than 
3,000 others have been killed in unex-
plained circumstances, according to 
official figures.

Law
Often masked assailants break into 

shanty homes and kill people who 
have been tagged as drug traffickers or 
drug users. Rights groups have warned 
of a breakdown in the rule of law with 
police and hired assassins operating 
with complete impunity.

Duterte has insisted that police are 
only killing in self-defence and gang-
sters are murdering the other victims.

But he has also said he will not 
allow any police to go to jail if they are 
found guilty of murder in prosecuting 
his crime war.

Surveys show a majority of Filipinos 
continue to support the charismatic 
Duterte and his crime policies, accept-
ing his argument that drastic action is 
required to stop the Philippines from 
becoming a narco-state.

Duterte said on Tuesday that he 
might not “be around” until the end of 
his term, and that, after winning the 
presidency at 71, he had found out late 
in the day that “I don’t need it at my 
age”.

The previous day he had told a gath-
ering of business leaders in the 
Philippines that he suffered from back 
pains, migraines and Buerger’s dis-
ease, a cause of blockages in the blood 
vessels, associated with smoking dur-
ing his youth.

On Tuesday, Duterte told a cheering 
crowd of a few thousand expatriate 
Filipinos in the Cambodian capital 
Phnom Penh: “I am old ... This is my 
last hurrah -- after this, 77 -- I am not 
sure if I will still be around by the end 

of my term.”
Duterte, who will be 77 at the end of 

his six-year term in 2022, is the oldest 
person to be elected president in the 
Philippines since the post-war period.

He added that he had “found out 
very late” that he did not need the 
presidency at his age.

“It’s not a question of having 
regrets, none at all, because I entered 
into it,” he said, before adding:

“I realize now - I do not need it at 
this time of my life. But I tell you, I 
take pleasure at the end of the day, 
that’s the only consolation, I have a 
job, I am doing something right.”

Duterte had told the business leaders 
on Monday that he had no fear of being 
removed from power or assassinated 
because of opposition to the rising death 
toll in his anti-drugs campaign.

“Oust me - good; assassinate me - 
better; I have this migraine every day,” 
he said. “I have a lot of issues with my 
spine. What I have is really Buerger’s 
disease. It’s an acquired thing that you 
get from smoking, because of nico-
tine.”

Doctors had advised surgery on his 
spine, he said, but his wife, a nurse 
who used to work in the United States, 
did not agree because “a lot of opera-
tions for the spine went wrong”.

He added: “If you guys see me 
always in a sad mood, I am actually 
pushing a nerve here to relieve the 
pain,” and touched the right side of his 
face.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto 
Abella said the health issues had not 
affected Duterte’s work, dismissing 
the remarks as “Nothing serious”. 
Duterte no longer smokes or drinks 
alcohol.

But Duterte missed some events 
during meetings of the ASEAN group-
ing of South East Asian nations in 
Laos in September and last month’s 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit in Peru, due to migraine 
attacks and a bad stomach.

Duterte on Tuesday announced the 
distribution of 2 billion pesos’ ($40 
million) worth of medicines to poor 
families afflicted by illness, and to 
drug-dependent individuals at rehabili-
tation centres.

Philippines

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte 
adjusts a wreath as he pays his 
respects at the statue of late former 
king Norodom Sihanouk in Phnom 
Penh on Dec 14. Duterte is on a two-

day state visit to Cambodia. (AFP)

Xi Novi

Chinese Muslim website down: A 
popular website for Chinese Muslims has 
been inaccessible since Saturday after a 
critical letter addressed to Chinese 
President Xi Jinping was posted in one of 
its forums.

Users of China Muslim Net, one of 
China’s main websites carrying material by 
and about the Hui, a large and relatively 
well-assimilated community of China’s 
Muslims, say they have been unable to 
access the website since Saturday.

A critical open letter addressed to Xi 
had been uploaded in a discussion forum 
on the site hours before it became inacces-
sible.

Young, internet-savvy Hui consider the 
website to be an important forum for dis-
cussing matters relating to their religious 
practice.

Chinese officials recently said that 
religious extremism had begun to spread 
to central China from the violence-prone 
far western region of Xinjiang, mostly 
populated by ethnic Uighurs, who make 
up another large portion of China’s 
Muslims.

China’s constitution guarantees religious 
freedom, but rights groups say the official-
ly atheist ruling Communist Party seeks to 
restrict religious practice, especially for 
Muslims. The Chinese government strong-
ly denies such charges.

The reason for the website’s inaccessi-
bility was not clear.

The internet address for China Muslim 
Net on Wednesday showed a message say-
ing the website was under maintenance.

The Cyberspace Administration of 
China, the government’s internet regulator, 
did not reply to requests for comment on 
Wednesday. Messages and calls to the 
website’s chief executive went unan-
swered.

A copy of the critical letter posted on 
the site, and seen by Reuters, called for the 
release of a student named Kwong Pyong 
who the letter said has been unreachable 
since October, shortly after he shared pho-
tos online of a satirical T-shirt with a mes-
sage likening President Xi to Hitler.

The student said he planned to wear the 
shirt in public.

Shortly after the letter was posted, a 
scholar at the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, Xi Wuyi, shared a screenshot of 
it along with other China Muslim Net con-
tent on her Weibo account, saying that the 
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Filipinos enjoy a lights and sounds Christmas display at the financial district of 
Makati, south of Manila, Philippines on Dec 13. Christmas decorations adorn 
the streets and homes of many Filipinos as this predominantly Roman Catholic 
country prepares to celebrate the most important and beloved Christmas sea-

son. (AP)

website promoted religious extremism.
Previous Weibo posts by the same 

scholar have lambasted the website for its 
critical stance on atheism.

President Xi in July urged Chinese 
Muslims to resist illegal religious “infiltra-
tion”.

Gu Yi, one of the letter’s three co-

authors and a student activist studying in 
the United States, said he suspected the 
loss of access to China Muslim Net was 
related to the letter.

“Why would they target the website at 
this time?” he told Reuters on Wednesday. 
“Wuyi’s screenshots of the post of the 
open letter gained almost 500 reposts in 
several hours, making the open letter 
spread beyond their control.” (RTRS)

❑       ❑       ❑

‘IS militant ordered bombing’: The 
female would-be suicide bomber arrested 
last week one day before her planned 
attack in Indonesia’s capital says she took 
orders from an Indonesian fighting with 
the Islamic State group in Syria.

Dian Yulia Novi and her husband Nur 
Solihin were among four suspected mili-
tants arrested on Saturday after police 
detected their plot to bomb a guard-chang-
ing ceremony at the presidential palace. A 
neighborhood on the outskirts of Jakarta 
was evacuated after a bomb was found.

The former migrant worker said in an 
interview with TVOne that she learned 
about jihad on social media. She was influ-
enced by articles from an Islamic website 
and Aman Abdurrahman, a radical cleric 
serving a nine-year sentence.

Novi said she communicated with the 
Indonesian IS figher, Bahrun Naim, 
through the encrypted chat app Telegram. 
(AP)
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Satyarthi petitions

Court orders action
on child drug abuse
NEW DELHI, Dec 14, (Agencies): India’s top 
court on Wednesday ordered the government to 
come up with a plan to tackle child drug abuse, 
acting on a petition from Nobel Peace laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi’s child rights group.

With government figures showing almost one in 
five addicts in India is under 21, the Supreme Court 
said more needed to be done to educate young 
people about the dangers of substance abuse in 
India.

The court ordered New 
Delhi to “evolve a national 
action plan within six months 
to combat drug abuse 
amongst school children”.

It said the government 
should conduct a national 
survey to determine how 
widespread the problem was, 
and include education about 
drugs in the school curricu-
lum.

“Trafficking and drug 
abuse, inherently linked to each other, are the most 
prevalent forms of organised crime in the world,” 
said Satyarthi in response to the judgement.

“This petition was filed to ensure that children 
are provided with a better, more healthy child-
hood,” he said in a statement.

Filed
Satyarthi’s Bachpan Bachao Andolan (Save 

Childhood Movement) filed the petition before the 
Supreme Court in 2014.

It asked the court to order the government to cre-
ate rehabilitation centres in each district of India, 
with a special wing for children.

It also urged a national action plan on substance 
abuse, to include counselling and rehabilitation.

Experts say peer pressure and academic stress 
are driving children as young as 11 to drugs.

Almost one in five of India’s drug and alcohol 
addicts are under the age of 21, according to a 2013 
report by the National Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights.

Nearly five percent are aged between 12 and 17 
years, the report found.

❑       ❑       ❑

India arrests central bank official: Indian 
investigators arrested a central bank official 
Tuesday for allegedly illegally exchanging old bills 
worth some 15 million rupees ($222,000) for new 
ones as the country faces a cash crisis.

The arrest comes at a time when many Indians 
are struggling to find the cash to buy food follow-
ing the government’s shock move last month to 
withdraw high-denomination 500 and 1,000 rupee 
banknotes from circulation in a bid to tackle tax 
evasion.

India’s Central Bureau of Investigation arrested 
K. Michael, an official at the Reserve Bank of 
India, in the southern city of Bangalore after they 
found him working with a state bank employee to 
convert old banknotes without legal documenta-
tion.

“K. Michael... has been arrested for his alleged 
involvement in converting old 500 rupee and 1,000 
rupee notes worth 15 million rupees into 100 rupee 
notes,” a CBI official told AFP on the condition of 
anonymity.

Investigators also found him hoarding 16 million 
rupees in new 500 and 2,000 rupee banknotes.

The RBI said Michael was a junior official and 
had been suspended.

“The concerned employee has been suspended,” 
SS Mundra, an RBI deputy governor, told report-
ers.

“We have instituted investigation and due action 
will be taken once the details are known.”

The CBI has also registered criminal cases of 
cheating against several public and private bank 
employees.

Seven middlemen in Bangalore were also arrest-
ed for “converting unaccounted cash” and more 
than nine million rupees were recovered, an official 
told AFP.

❑       ❑       ❑

‘Drive’ drags down Nepal’s economy: India’s 
scrapping of high-value bank notes last month has 
dragged down economic growth in neighbouring 
Nepal with trade, remittances and tourist numbers 
all down, BMI Research, a group company of the 
Fitch rating agency, said on Wednesday.

BMI has revised down its forecast for land-
locked Nepal’s economy, saying that India’s 
demonetisation could shave Nepal’s growth down 
to 2.2 percent for this fiscal year to July 2017, from 
an earlier estimate of 2.5 percent.

Nepal’s $21 billion economy was already suffer-
ing with growth at less than 0.8 percent in the 
2015-16 fiscal year after earthquakes in 2015 that 
killed about 9,000 people.

“The disruption in funds from India is likely to 
weigh on ongoing reconstruction efforts,” the 
research agency said in a report, adding that 
Nepal’s economy was heavily reliant on India for 
trade, jobs and aid.

❑       ❑       ❑

Pellets blind hundreds of Kashmiris: Indian 
authorities call the shotgun shells filled with hun-
dreds of small metal pellets a “non-lethal” weapon 
for crowd control, but that does not make them 
harmless. They’ve inflicted a permanent toll on 
hundreds of Kashmiris hit by them.

Their faces are scarred. Their eyes are damaged 
or simply gone, replaced with prosthetics. And 
their psychological wounds run deeper still.

“What I miss most is being able to read the Holy 
Quran,” says Firdous Ahmad Dar, 25, a Kashmiri 
man who lost vision in both eyes after being shot 
with the pellets during an anti-India protest in the 
troubled Himalayan region.

The pellets have been in use here since 2010. 
Soldiers are trained to fire the shotguns below pro-
testers’ waists, causing immense pain but — in 
theory — no permanent injuries. But a police offi-
cial acknowledged that the rules are “more or less 
not followed because of the intensity of stone-
throwing protests.” The officer spoke on condition 
of anonymity in keeping with department policy.

Satyarthi

Bangladeshi Muslims march in a rally to celebrate the Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) birthday, in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh on Dec 13. (AP)

Myanmar-B’desh talks cancelled

Rohingya heart of crisis
YANGON, Dec 14, (RTRS): As 
Myanmar’s army was stepping up an 
anti-insurgency operation in the coun-
try’s northwest in October, senior 
officers cancelled talks with their 
Bangladeshi counterparts, straining 
ties with a key potential ally in dealing 
with the violence on their border.

The cancelled meetings, revealed 
in documents seen by Reuters, are the 
latest on a long list of failed initia-
tives to improve relations between 
fractious neighbours who both see 
the largely stateless Muslim 
Rohingya at the heart of the crisis as 
the other nation’s problem.

Bangladeshi diplomats say the 
abrupt cancellation of the talks, 
planned for mid-October, reflected 
Myanmar’s reluctance to deepen bilat-
eral ties and press ahead with talks on 
security cooperation and the establish-
ment of border liaison officers.

“Those two documents are incred-
ibly important, particularly given the 
situation we’re dealing with right 
now, but we’ve hit a wall,” said a 
senior Bangladeshi official, who did 
not want to be identified because of 
the private nature of the exchanges.

Myanmar officials did not com-
ment on the meetings.

Mistrust
Defusing the deep-seated mistrust 

between the two countries is crucial 
both to improving the plight of the 
Rohingya minority and curbing the 
insurgency Myanmar’s government 
says it is fighting in the northwest, 
diplomats and analysts say.

Close to 27,000 people have fled 
across the border from Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State to Bangladesh since 
Nov 1, according to the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs, with more 
people likely to have fled since the 
onset of violence in October.

The Rohingya, of whom there are 
around 1.1 million in Rakhine, are 
denied citizenship by Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, who both cite census 
documents and historical accounts to 
argue they have a long-established 
presence in the other country.

Isolation
The cancelled meetings also point 

to the growing isolation of the eight-
month-old administration of Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu 
Kyi, facing criticism of her handling 
of the crisis from both Western nations 
and Asian countries such as Malaysia.

Myanmar’s military and the gov-
ernment have rejected allegations by 
residents and rights groups that sol-
diers have raped Rohingya women, 
burnt houses and killed civilians dur-
ing the military operation in Rakhine.

“Regarding the Army to Army 
Talk between Bangladesh Armed 
Forces and Myanmar Defence 
Services...I deeply regret to inform 
you that our authorities would like to 
postpone,” said the head of the 
Myanmar military’s foreign relations 
department, Lieutenant Colonel 
Aung Zaw Linn, in a letter to 
Bangladesh officials on Oct. 13.

The military cited “unforeseen 
commitments” as a reason to cancel 
the nearly week-long talks scheduled 
in Bangladesh from Oct. 16.

The letter was sent four days after 
nine Myanmar police officers were 
killed in attacks on border posts. 
Since then, security forces have 
flooded northern Rakhine, hunting a 
Rohingya insurgent group the gov-
ernment says was responsible.

Five days later, the head of the 
Myanmar police division against trans-
national crime also pulled out of talks 
with the Bangladeshi border guard 
force planned for Oct. 25-27 in Dhaka, 
citing the security situation in Rakhine.

Bangladesh

Afghan children play on the outskirts of 
Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar prov-

ince, Afghanistan on Dec 13. (AP)

Dostum Ishchi

1st VP denies abusing rival: 
Afghanistan’s First Vice-President Abdul 
Rashid Dostum denied on Tuesday accu-
sations that he had beaten and abducted a 
political rival and threatened him with sex-
ual violence, in a case that sparked Western 
calls for a full and fair investigation.

Dostum, a former warring faction com-
mander with a fearsome reputation and a lin-
gering power base in northern Afghanistan, 
was witnessed by hundreds of people, accord-
ing to The New York Times, beating and then 
ordering his men to detain Ahmad Ishchi at 
a public sporting event in late November.

Ishchi was once a member of the same 
political faction as Dostum but later fell 
out with him.

Reuters has been unable to confirm 
independently the accusations made by 
Ishchi against Dostum.

“He (Ishchi) was detained by Afghan 
security forces for allegations of funding 
the opposition and having a hand in repeat-
ed security issues,” a spokesperson for 
Dostum said in a statement, denying any 
physical or sexual abuse had taken place.

“For some time there has been a destruc-
tive movement by some unknown circles 
against the First Vice President,” it added.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani’s office 
promised a thorough investigation of 
Ishchi’s accusations.

While imprisoned by Dostum’s men, 
Ishchi told Reuters he was repeatedly beat-
en, including by rifles, and threatened with 
sexual violence.

After being held by men loyal to Dostum 
for five days, Ishchi said he remained for 
another 10 days with security forces who 
provided medical aid. Pledging an investi-
gation into Ishchi’s claims, Afghan presi-
dential spokesman Haroon Chakhansori 
said: “For the Afghan government nobody 
is above the law. Rule of law and account-
ability begins in the government itself and 
we are committed to it.” (RTRS)

❑       ❑       ❑

Returnees risk child labor: Children 
of Afghan families returning from Pakistan 
who don’t go to school and have no access 
to education are increasingly at risk of 

Afghanistan

Nangarhar province where the polling took 
place among returnees from Pakistan. It 
warns the situation could deteriorate fur-
ther as more than 3,500 Afghans return 
from Pakistan on a daily basis after 
Islamabad tightened regulations on those 
living illegally in the country.

So far this year, more than 650,000 
Afghans have returned from Pakistan, with 
the majority planning to stay in Nangarhar, 
at least until the end of winter. Hundreds 
of thousands more Afghans are expected to 
be repatriated in the coming months.

The survey is based on 379 interviewees 
conducted by Save the Children between 
Oct 28 and Nov 8 in five districts in 
Nangarhar. The poll gave a 5 percent margin 
of error. (AP)

early marriage and child labor, according 
to a survey released on Wednesday.

The survey by Save the Children reveals 
an alarming crisis in Afghanistan’s eastern 

Africa

No Gambia deal

Threat ‘stalls’
homecoming
NGALA, Nigeria, Dec 14, 
(Agencies): Seen from above in a 
helicopter, the straight white walls 
of Ngala camp in northeast Nigeria 
carve a misshapen star out of the 
dry brown scrub.

There are 55,000 people living 
in tents and straw huts inside the 
geometric garrison, protected from 
Boko Haram jihadists by the mili-
tary.

Though the 
city of Ngala 
is less than a 
k i l o m e t r e 
away, these 
people can’t 
go back to a 
normal life.

“ B o k o 
Haram is still 
here, the only 
thing we can 
do is wait for 
food,” said Aishi, a 50-year-old 
woman with deep lines in her tired 
face.

Over the past year, Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
government has made repeated 
announcements that Boko Haram 
is close to being defeated and that 
thousands of people are returning 
home.

“They are done for,” said Buhari 
early this month. “The security 
situation in Nigeria had improved 
significantly.”

But many reclaimed towns, like 
Ngala, are charred, looted ruins 
still vulnerable to Boko Haram 
attacks.

Supporting
So the people live in the guarded 

camps, cut off from any means of 
supporting themselves and depen-
dant on external aid, while interna-
tional humanitarian organisations 
warn of an impeding famine.

“Here we can’t do anything, we 
can’t leave the camp because Boko 
Haram will attack us,” said 
Abdullahi Asuha, a traditional chief.

“Boko Haram has plundered our 
crops, our herds and burned our 
land.”

Authorities estimate that 3,000 
people have come to the Ngala 
camp in the past month, seeking 
shelter and food in a devastated 
region.

Today virtually all of Nigeria’s 
northeast is under military control.

Signs of the seven-year Boko 
Haram war that has killed over 
20,000 people and displaced more 
than 2.6 million are everywhere.

Lampposts with broken solar 
panels lie on the ground, while 
enormous craters left by exploded 
mines have shattered the roads.

Most highways are blocked, 
civil authorities haven’t returned, 
and the majority of the displaced 
people are in camps scattered 
across northeast Borno state.

But Nigeria’s military insists 
that things are back to normal.

“The region is stable compared to 
what it has been, we have restored 
normalcy,” said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Patrick Omote, who commands 
Battalion 3 in Ngala.

Omote said his men had “car-
ried out many clearing operations” 
and destroyed Boko Haram train-
ing camps.

The jihadists may be weakened, 
but instability and sporadic fight-
ing still break out.

Also:
BANJUL: Gambian President 
Yahya Jammeh’s ruling party 
challenged his defeat in a Dec 1 
election at the Supreme Court on 
Tuesday as West African leaders 
failed to reach a deal that would 
see him accept the result and end a 
deepening political crisis.

Soldiers also seized the head-
quarters of the national elections 
commission and sealed it off just 
hours before the mediation delega-
tion representing regional bloc 
ECOWAS touched down in the 
tiny riverside nation.

Jammeh, who has ruled Gambia 
since taking power in a 1994 coup 
and is accused of widespread 
rights abuses, initially conceded 
defeat to his main challenger, 
Adama Barrow. But in a dramatic 
about-face that drew international 
condemnation he then rejected the 
poll results last Friday.

❑      ❑      ❑

JOHANNESBURG: South 
Sudanese rebel leader Riek 
Machar, who fled to Democratic 
Republic of Congo in August 
after fierce fighting, is being held 
in South Africa to stop him stir-
ring up trouble, diplomatic and 
political sources said on Tuesday.

Removing Machar from circula-
tion would be a blow to his rebel 
SPLA-IO faction in its three-year 
war with President Salva Kiir’s 
mainstream SPLA, and could 
sway a conflict the United Nations 
fears is tilting towards genocide.

Over a million people have fled 
the world’s youngest nation since 
conflict erupted in late 2013 when 
Kiir, an ethnic Dinka, fired 
Machar, a Nuer, as his deputy.

Buhari
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20-yr spending freeze OK’d: 
Brazil’s Senate approved Tuesday 
a 20-year freeze on government 
spending billed as the centerpiece of 
austerity reforms aimed at restoring 
economic health to the troubled Latin 
American giant.

The upper house voted 53 to 16 to 
lock in the spending ceiling.

Lat/Am
Center-right President Michel 

Temer says tough measures are needed 
to get Brazil’s fi nances back under 
control, but his austerity policies have 
prompted violent protests and were 
criticized last week by a UN expert as 
“a historic mistake.”

Police were out in force in the 
capital Brasilia to protect government 
buildings from demonstrators during 
the upper house vote, which was 
wrapped up unexpectedly quickly.

Luis Jorge, a union leader who had 
come for the protests, expressed anger 

at the Senate for voting “before we 
could demonstrate. That makes us very 
angry.”

However, hundreds of people, many 
with their faces covered, clashed with 
police later Tuesday. Security forces 
fi red tear gas to try to disperse the 
crowd.

A bus was burned during the 
demonstration, which drew about 
2,000 people, police said. The police 
operation in the capital ended with 100 
arrests, offi cials said.

In Sao Paulo, left-wing protesters at-

tacked the headquarters of FIESP, the 
country’s main industrial association, 
before being driven back.

The vote means that the spending 
cap is now mandated by the constitu-
tion, serving as the central plank in 
Temer’s bid to “transform” the broken 
economy, which is in deep recession.
(AFP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Fast-track reforms approved: 
Colombian judges Tuesday approved 
special fast-track procedures to imple-

ment the government’s contested peace 
accord with leftist FARC rebels which 
aims to end half a century of confl ict.

The government says the fast-track 
reforms are needed to see through the 
peace deal before a fragile ceasefi re 
collapses.

Constitutional court judges voted 
eight to one in favor of the measure, 
the court said.

The decision gives the green light 
to President Juan Manuel Santos to 
use accelerated legislative procedures 
to pass the various reforms included 

in the peace accord through Congress, 
where his side holds a majority.

Under the deal, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, 
must demobilize and surrender their 
weapons within six months.

The FARC will relaunch as a 
political party and its members will 
receive an amnesty or non-custodial 
sentences -- the most contested part of 
the accord.

Santos’s opponents argue the deal 
grants impunity to rebels guilty of war 
crimes. (AFP)
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Maritime

History … hurricanes

Florida’s ‘shipwreck’
an unparalleled fi nd
MIAMI, Dec 14, (AFP): Treasure hunters have appar-
ently found the 500-year-old remains of a naval ex-
pedition led by a colonizer who could have changed 
Florida’s history, making it French-speaking at least 
for a while.

The big question is if the shipwreck is that of “La 
Trinite,” the 32-gun fl agship of a fl eet led by Jean Rib-
ault, a French navigator who tried to establish a Prot-
estant colony in the southeast US under orders from 
King Charles IX.They probably are, say authorities in 
Florida, the French government and independent ar-
cheologists.

And if they in fact are, this is an unparalleled fi nd, 
said John de Bry, director of the Center for Historical 
Archeology, a not-for-profi t organization.

“If it turns out to be ‘La 
Trinite,’ it is the most impor-
tant, historically and archaeo-
logically, the most important 
shipwreck ever found in North 
America,” he told AFP.

All indications are that the 
shipwreck found is the real 
thing.

The artefacts found at the 
site off Cape Canaveral include 
three bronze cannons with 
markings from the reign of 
King Henri II, who ruled right 

before Charles IX; and a stone monument with the 
French coat of arms that was to be used to claim the 
new territory. The remains are “consistent with ma-
terial associated with the lost French Fleet of 1565,” 
said Meredith Beatrice, director of communications 
with the Florida Department of State.

Attack
In 1565, Ribault set sail from Fort Caroline, today 

Jacksonville, to attack his arch-enemy, the Spaniard 
Pedro Menendez de Aviles, who had been sent to 
Florida by King Philip of Spain to thwart French plans 
to set up a colony.

But Ribault got caught in a hurricane, which de-
stroyed “La Trinite” and three other galleons and 
ended French dreams of claiming Florida.

Ribault and hundreds of other French Huguenots 
were massacred by Menendez de Aviles.

“If the French had not been driven south and ships 
sunk by the hurricane, we would have a totally dif-
ferent story,” said de Bry. “Florida could have been 
speaking French for a number of years.”

In modern day Florida, archeologists and historians 
have been looking for this shipwreck for years.

Two years ago, an expedition from the state-run St. 
Augustine Lighthouse Archaeological Maritime Pro-
gram gave it a shot but found nothing.

Marine archeologist Chuck Meide, who led that try, 
said “this is one of the most important shipwreck dis-
coveries we have had in Florida.”

The fi nd was fi nally made in May of this year by a 
treasure hunting fi rm called Global Marine Explora-
tion.

Precisely where has not been disclosed.
“It is not advisable,” said French consul general 

Clement Leclerc.
“This is potentially a major discovery and we think 

it deserves a scientifi c and rigorous analysis and ex-
ploitation, because we think it should be later pre-
sented to the general public given its historical inter-
est,” he told AFP. The one who is not happy is Robert 
Pritchett, the owner of GME, who says he has invested 
three million dollars in this gig and now runs the risk 
of getting nothing for his trouble.

De Bry

French President Francois Hollande (left), fl anked with, former culture minister Jacques Lang, second left, and Culture Minister Audrey Azoulay (3rd left), attend the opening of the Palmyra Exhibit, a three-dimensional projec-
tion featuring never-before-seen images of Palmyra taken by a drone in April after the city was liberated from IS fi ghters, at Grand Palais, in Paris on Dec 13.  (AP)

Rio gets UNESCO world heritage status

Palmyra rises again in 3D show
PARIS, Dec 14, (Agencies): Palmyra 
may just have fallen yet again to the 
Islamic State group, but a new “immer-
sive” 3D show in Paris lets you walk 
through the Syrian city’s classical col-
onnades as they were before the jihad-
ists blew them to bits.

The “Eternal Sites” exhibition uses 
high-defi nition images often shot by 
drones to allow the public to visit four 
of the most threatened heritage sites in 
the world in war-torn Syria and Iraq.

The eighth-century Umayyad 
Mosque in Damascus — regarded by 
many as the fourth holiest place in Islam 
— and the Krak des Chevaliers Crusad-
er castle near the ravaged city of Homs 
have also been virtually recreated under 
the dome of the Grand Palais in Paris.

The show, which has been organised 
with the nearby Louvre museum, is part 
of a global push to digitalise spectacular 
archaeological sites that are at risk.

The remains of the ancient Iraqi city 
of Khorsabad, which dates from the 7th 
century BC, has also been recreated us-
ing images captured by French company 
Iconem.

Like the other three sites, the 3D 
images are matched with real artefacts 
from the city from the Louvre’s collec-
tions. The museum’s director Jean-Luc 
Martinez, who curated the show, said 
that they wanted to “show sites that are 
no longer accessible and the beauty of 
their art.”

Palmyra fell for a second time to the 
jihadists at the weekend despite heavy 
Russian bombing to prevent the extrem-

ists entering the city.
Islamic State fi ghters ravaged the 

Roman-era ruins during the 10 months 
it held the ancient oasis city from May 
2015 to March 2016, systematically 
blowing up temples and columns in at-
tacks that provoked worldwide outrage.

Photogrammetric technology devel-
oped by Iconem has also been used to 
record the Roman theatre in the Syrian 
coastal city of Jableh and the Phoenician 
site in the ancient port of Ugarit, where 
evidence of the world’s oldest alphabet 
was found.

Major
Its technicians have also been work-

ing alongside 15 specialists from the 
Syrian Directorate General of Antiqui-
ties and Museums (DGAM) to digitalise 
some of the country’s major museum 
collections.

Hundreds of important heritage sites 
have been sacked or destroyed during 
the fi ve-year confl ict, with the destruc-
tion of the fi rst-century temples of Bel 
and Baalshamin in Palmyra making 
most headlines. IS has made a point of 
razing ancient shrines and statues it con-
siders as idolatry and is also suspected 
of involvement in the illegal sale of an-
tiquities.

Work on the “Syrian Heritage” da-
tabase, the biggest 3D record of the 
country’s monuments and treasures, 
began last December and includes a 
large number of Ottoman-era buildings 
in Damascus as well as its 11th-century 
citadel, which looms over the city.

The head of DGAM, Maamoun Ab-
dulkarim, said the operation was es-
sential to “avoid an irreplaceable loss to 
humanity” given “the dramatic situation 
in our country”.

The drive, carried out with the help of 
the French grande ecole ENS and the re-
search institute INRIA, is one of a num-
ber trying to catalogue sites in danger of 
falling into the line of fi re.

The Institute for Digital Archaeology, 
created by Oxford and Harvard univer-
sities and Dubai’s Museum of the Fu-
ture, is also compiling a record of many 
vulnerable sites in Syria and neighbour-
ing Iraq. 

It has handed out 5,000 low-cost 3D 
cameras to archaeologists and NGOs 
with the hope of gathering a million im-
ages of threatened sites.

Also:
RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio de Janeiro, nick-
named the Marvelous City, offi cially 
entered the UN’s list of world heritage 
sites Tuesday in recognition of its soar-
ing granite cliffs, urban rainforest and 
beaches.

The UN cultural body, UNESCO, 
highlighted the “extraordinary fusion” 
of man-made and natural beauty in cer-
tifying Rio on the world heritage list 
during a ceremony held at the Christ the 
Redeemer statue.

That blend has “created an urban 
landscape perceived to be of great beau-
ty by many writers and travelers and one 
that has shaped the culture of the city,” 
the UN said.

Heritage

French mathematics professor at 
the College de France Claire Voisin 
poses for pictures at her residence in 
Paris on Dec 5. Voisin will be awarded 
with the CNRS Gold Medal, France’s 
highest scientifi c distinction on Dec 

14. (AFP)

Howe Vasavada

Pokemon get you on the Go: It has been 
hailed as a revolutionary way to get people 
moving, using smartphones to pursue car-
toon creatures through city parks and streets 
on foot, instead of taking the car or metro.

But has Pokemon Go made people more 
active and healthy? A study Wednesday 
reported mixed success.

In the fi rst week of playing the game, 
people took 955 additional steps per day on 
average — equalling nearly half the World 
Health Organization’s recommended physi-
cal activity level, researchers found.

But this soon petered out, with activity 
levels “back to pre-installation levels” of 
around 4,250 steps per day by week six of 
playing the game which has become a global 
phenomenon.

“The results suggest that the positive 
health impact of Pokemon Go is moderate 
and diminishes after six weeks of playing,” 
said a statement from the Harvard TH Chan 
School of Public Health, whose researchers 
conducted the study.

The team measured daily walking 
among a group of 1,182 adults aged 18-35 
in the United States. All used an iPhone 6 
smartphone, which automatically records the 
number of steps you take while carrying the 
device.

They compared the average number of 
steps taken per day for four weeks prior 
to downloading Pokemon Go, and for six 
weeks thereafter.

Pokemon Go is an augmented reality 
game which uses overlaying graphics to get 
people chasing cute cartoon creatures that 
appear in their vicinity, as seen through their 
phone camera.

The game has been downloaded over 500 

Discovery

A shooting star crosses the sky during the Geminids, a meteor showe above 
the National Park of El Teide, on the Spanish Canary Island of Tenerife on Dec 

14. (AFP)

million times since its launch in July, ac-
cording to the study published in the journal 
BMJ. The study did not comment on the 
reasons for the relapse.

“We are only at the beginning of under-
standing how augmented reality gaming 

can potentially be benefi cial to health,” said 
Katherine Howe, who co-authored the 
study.

“They give people a reason to go outside, 
walk, and socialise. Imagine the potential of 
developing these games to not only increase 

physical activity but to also boost mental 
well-being, mood, cognitive abilities and 
social interaction,” she added. (AFP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NASA troubleshooting problem: 
NASA’s Mars rover Curiosity has halted 
its trek up a mountain fi lled with potentially 
habitable niches for life while engineers 
troubleshoot a problem with one of its key 
instruments, scientists said on Tuesday.

Curiosity landed on Mars four years ago 
to determine if the planet most like Earth 
in the solar system ever had the ingredients 
for life. To answer the question, Curiosity 
has been drilling into rocks and chemically 
analyzing the samples.

Drilling operations have been suspended 
however due to a suspected problem with 
the instrument’s motor, project scientist with 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory Ashwin 
Vasavada told reporters at the American 
Geophysical Union conference in San 
Francisco. The problem fi rst appeared about 
a week ago, Vasavada said. Project engineers 
thought they had resolved it, but the prob-
lems cropped back up, he said.

“If we can’t move the drill bit down, 
there’s no drilling,” Vasavada said. “There 
isn’t any way to sugar-coat that one.”  

The problem comes as scientists are be-
ginning to glimpse a history of Mars replete 
with life-friendly, water-rich environments 
and intriguing chemistry, including the fi rst 
detection of the element boron. (RTRS)
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Actress Felicity Jones poses for photographers upon arrival at the ‘Rogue One: A Star Wars’ premiere in London, on Dec 13. (AP)

Washington to be honored by ASC

Al Massad’s ‘Blessed Benefi t’ a jailhouse comedy
LOS ANGELES, Dec 14, (RTRS): Jordanian producer-director 
Mahmoud Al Massad is no stranger to the Dubai Film Festival. His 
documentaries “Recyle” (2007) and “This Is My Picture When I Was 
Dead” (2010) both premiered in the fest’s Muhr competition. This year 
he returned to the competition with fi ction feature “Blessed Benefi t,” 
an ironic comedy set mostly in a Jordanian prison.

Asked why he decided to move into fi ction, Al Massad says he 
doesn’t think there is any difference between fi ction and documentary 
fi lms, in that they both basically tell a story. He says the only differ-
ence is the approach he takes. “In fi ction, you work on a script, and in 
documentary you work on following of daily events back and forth to 
create the full story,” he notes. And which approach does he prefer? 
“It’s hard to say, because I love both,” he answers.

The inherent risk in making a documentary, of course, is that the 
story might take an unplanned course. “In fi ction, you have no limit to 
what you can create and you are in control of the outcome,” Al Massad 
notes. “The tough part, after writing a good script, is fi nding the right 
character or person to deliver the message of the story.”

In “Blessed Benefi t” the lead character is played by Ahmad Thaher, 
whose real-life story inspired the fi lm.

Al Massad says he’s known Ahmad for over two decades and always 
dreamt of making a fi lm about him “because he’s such an interesting 
and very positive character, no matter what comes his way or happens 
around him.”

In real life Ahmad, who worked as a contractor, has spent three 

months in prison “for taking 1800 Jordanian dinars (about $2,540.00) 
and not delivering the job he was asked to do from a client,” Al Massad 
notes. That is exactly what happens in the fi lm.

Comfortable
One of the ironies of “Blessed Benefi t” is that the character played 

by Ahmad eventually fi nds himself more comfortable and free inside 
the prison than in his everyday life. So, what sort of reputation do Jor-
danian jails and Jordanian police actually have?

“The police are friendly and helpful,” says Al Massad. “In terms of 
prisons, I have visited and scouted several in Jordan and I noticed how 
they treat prisoners humanely, unlike what we see or hear of in other 
countries worldwide,” he adds.

Most of the cast are non-professionals.
Working with them was very challenging, but “they were very eager 

to be part of the fi lm and this is why I believe they brought honesty into 
their performance,” he notes.

Besides the ‘blessed benefi t’ of being in jail, another comic element 
of the fi lm are visualizations of Ahmad’s nightmares while behind bars.

Shooting them required a lot of preparation “in order for them to have 
the same look as the rest of the fi lm,” Al Massad recounts. With his cin-
ematographer they decided to shoot these scenes in sequential order so 
they could begin with a realistic feel and subsequently veer into fantasy.

Al Massad, who lives in the Netherlands, moved back to Jordan to 
make “Blessed Benefi t.” He’d always wanted to return to his country 

but, despite the boost that Naji Abu Nowar’s Oscar-nominated Theeb 
has supposedly given Jordanian cinema, his return home actually coin-
cided with decreasing opportunities for fi lmmakers in the region.

“There are less than a handful Arab funds left to support fi lmmak-
ing,” he laments.

Nevertheless, Al Massad already has a new project in the works. 
He is working on an new narrative feature project for the international 
market which he hopes to shoot in Dubai, where the story takes place.

Also:
LOS ANGELES: The American Society of Cinematographers has se-
lected Denzel Washington as the recipient of its Board of Governors 
Award.

Washington will be presented with the honor on Feb 4 during the 31st 
ASC Awards at Hollywood and Highland’s Ray Dolby Ballroom. The or-
ganization presents the accolade to individuals in the industry whose body 
of work has made “signifi cant and indelible contributions” to cinema.

The organization said in a statement, “It is the only ASC Award not 
given to a cinematographer, and is reserved for fi lmmakers who have 
been champions for directors of photography and the visual art form.”

Washington made his directorial debut with “Antwone Fisher” in 2002 
and directed “The Great Debaters” in 2007. He directed and produced 
“Fences,” written by August Wilson and based on his Pulitzer Prize-
winning play. The movie will be released on Christmas Day. Washington 
also reprises his original Tony Award-winning role alongside Viola Davis.

LOS ANGELES: “Rogue One: A 
Star Wars Story” is set to be the 
biggest hit of the holiday movie 
season and one of the biggest 
blockbusters of this or any year.

The space opera is poised to 
open to between $120 million to 
$150 million domestically this 
weekend. It should add another 
$150 million to that tally from 
foreign territories when it opens in 
nearly every important moviego-
ing market save for China and 
South Korea. Of course, this 
comes with a caveat. When mov-
ies open at these levels, it can be 
diffi cult to accurately project ticket 
sales. There’s a lot of predictive 
room between huge and massive.

Domestically, “Rogue One’ will 
likely put up the second-largest 
December opening in history, 
behind the $248 million debut of 
“The Force Awakens.”

Most other studios are simply 
letting “Rogue One” blot out 
the sun, and steering clear of its 
opening weekend. But “Collateral 
Beauty,” a tear-jerker with Will 
Smith, will attempt to siphon off 
some older moviegoers whose 
eyes glaze over at the mention of 
midi-chlorians. The New Line and 
Warner Bros release is eyeing a 
$12.5 million opening as it hopes 
to establish a toehold before the 
holiday movie season begins in 
earnest. “Collateral Beauty” cost 
roughly $35 million to produce.

Paramount will also release 
“Fences,” Denzel Washington’s 
adaptation of August Wilson’s ac-
claimed play about a domineering 
father, in four theaters. (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

LOS ANGELES: “Suicide Squad” 
star Margot Robbie and director 
David Ayer are reteaming on 
the female DC villains movie 
“Gotham City Sirens,” with Rob-
bie reprising her role as Harley 
Quinn.

Ayer will direct and produce the 
project. Robbie is also executive 
producing.

The heads of DC’s fi lm arm, 
Geoff Johns and Jon Berg, will 
also be involved. “Gotham City 
Sirens” has not yet been given a 
release date.

“Sirens” was a comic series 
launched by DC in 2009 with the 
Harley Quinn, Catwoman and 
Poison Ivy characters. Geneva 
Robertson-Dworet, who has 
also written scripts for the “Tomb 
Raider” remake and Warner’s 

“Sherlock Holmes 3,” is writing 
the screenplay.

While “Suicide Squad” received 
underwhelming reviews, the fi lm 
was a solid box offi ce hit, grossing 
$745 million worldwide. Since 
then, the studio has taken its time 
in fi guring out the next move in 
the “Suicide Squad” universe, 
including a sequel and other 
spinoffs, which are in develop-

ment.  (RTRS)
❑      ❑      ❑

LOS ANGELES: “Orange Is the 
New Black” star Ruby Rose has 
begun negotiations to join Universal 
and Gold Circle’s next installment 
in the “Pitch Perfect” franchise.

Trish Sie is taking over as direc-
tor from Elizabeth Banks, who di-
rected “Pitch Perfect 2.” Banks will 

reprise her role as Gail and remains 
on board as a producer along with 
Max Handelman of Brownstone 
Productions, and Paul Brooks of 
Gold Circle Entertainment.

Kay Cannon wrote the screen-
play with additional drafts from 
Mike White and Dana Fox.

Plot details and a description 
of Rose’s character have yet to be 
unveiled.

The pic is set to bow on Dec 22, 
2017. Vice president of production 
Sara Scott will oversee the project 
for Universal.

Jason Moore directed the 
original fi lm and helped launch 
the franchise when the movie, 
which cost $15 million to produce, 
went on to overperform at the box 
offi ce, paving the way for a second 
movie. (RTRS)

Film
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Jones joins ranks of classic Star Wars heroines

‘Rogue’ dark, exhilarating blast
By Lindsey Bahr

‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’ seemed suspicious 
on paper, like any fi lm saddled with the dreaded 

“spinoff” label. For a while all the odds looked stacked 
against it too — reshoots, script changes and a director 
in Gareth Edwards whose last blockbuster “Godzilla” 
had visual fl air but no humanity, not to mention the 
fact that the fi lm would be asking us to learn a dozen 
new characters with strange names, none of which were 
Skywalker or Solo. And of course as with any franchise 
there’s that ever-present knowledge that, in some ways, 
this is another line-item on a corporate profi t sheet.

As it turns out, those should-be liabilities were only 
assets in the end. “Rogue One” is a bold and stirring ad-
venture fi lm that will have both fans and casual observers 
spellbound. It is easily the most exciting blockbuster in 
recent memory this side of “Mad Max: Fury Road,” and 
that includes “The Force Awakens,” which now looks 
lazy and bloated with sentimentality and fan service in 
comparison to the subversive ingenuity of “Rogue One.”

How refreshing it is to have a truly contained fi lm 
that doesn’t have any objective beyond the story at 
hand. There is nothing to advance, nothing to tease, 
no “maybe we’ll fi nd answers in the next movie in 2 
years” here. It is just allowed to be what it is, which is 
an intense and visually engrossing powder keg of a fi lm.

It’s a simple idea, really: Who are the rebels who 
stole the plans for the Death Star? That pivotal action 
kicked off the original “Star Wars” and it’s pretty inher-
ently dramatic.

Survive
Loosely, “Rogue One” is rooted around the plight of 

Jyn Erso, whose father Galen Erso (Mads Mikkelsen) 
is a scientist who once worked for the Empire. He gets 
drawn back in by the ambitious Orson Krennic (Ben 
Mendelsohn) to help fi nish the Death Star, leaving Jyn, 
played by Beau and Dolly Gadsdon as a young girl, and 
Felicity Jones as an adult, to survive on her own. Jyn is 
sort of raised by a rebel extremist in Saw Gerrera (an 
over-the-top Forest Whitaker), but much of this is left 
both unseen and unexplained.

What we know is she’s a child of war, and an almost 
apathetic one at that, until she’s rescued from imprison-
ment by a group of rebels hoping her familial connec-

tions might help with their efforts against the Empire. 
There she’s put together with a deadpan droid K-2S0 
(Alan Tudyk) and a spy, Cassian (Diego Luna), who’s 
given a secret mission within the mission. Eventually 
they meet the blind Jedi Chirrut (Donnie Yen), his de-
cidedly more practical companion Baze Malbus (Wen 
Jiang) and the confl icted pilot (Riz Ahmed), forming a 
motley crew of unlikely heroes.

Characters
The real feat of “Rogue One” is that Edwards and 

screenwriters Chris Weitz and Tony Gilroy create a world 
with actual stakes, making the audience feel for and worry 
about characters we’ve just met. It doesn’t rely on decades 
old nostalgia, although there is a bit of that too in mostly 
unobtrusive ways. There’s also some CGI that veers pretty 
dramatically into the uncanny valley. But like the some-
what slow and disjointed beginning, eventually it all just 
washes over you, especially as the riveting action kicks 
in, taking you from the trenches to space and back again. 
The only downside of the thrilling battles in the third act is 
that it means less time with the leads — especially Jones, 
Luna and Mendelsohn, whose performances make up for 
the script’s occasional defi ciencies.

“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story” is one of the best 
Star Wars fi lms ever made. Only time will tell if it will 
surpass “The Empire Strikes Back” as the franchise 
standard bearer. There’s a compelling case to be made.

“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,” a Walt Disney 
Studios release, is rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture 
Association of America for “extended sequences of 
sci-fi  violence and action.” Running time: 133 minutes. 
Three and a half stars out of four.

❑        ❑        ❑

“Star Wars” gets a bad rap for being a boy’s club, 
and sometimes rightfully so, but the truth of the matter 
is that women have always been an integral part of the 
George Lucas-created world and the franchise’s fan 
base. On screen, the names Leia, Amidala and Rey are 
as instantly recognizable and known as any others — 
and none were ever just playing “the girl.”

With this now 39-year-old tradition in mind, “Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story” introduces a new heroine to 
the ranks — Jyn Erso, an abandoned child of war who 
must decide what she believes in as the world devolves 

into chaos. Director Gareth Edwards talked about de-
veloping the character and settling on the idea that “Jyn 
isn’t just a woman — she’s a person.”

“I wanted to make a character that I would want to 
be. Not to fancy her or want to marry her, but want to 
be her. It was just a cool person,” Edwards continued.

He and the team at Lucasfi lm settled on English ac-
tress Felicity Jones, 33, to play the part. Already an Oscar 
nominee for her portrayal of Jane Hawking in “The The-
ory of Everything,” Jones had been making a name for 
herself in smaller projects, like the indie romance “Like 
Crazy.” But recently, she’s been dipping her toes in larg-
er-scale fi lms, like “The Amazing Spider-Man” sequel.

Lucasfi lm head Kathleen Kennedy was drawn to 
Jones’s ability to bring a sense of gravitas and importance 
to everything, while also exhibiting a “real whimsy.”

“For years I’ve been constantly looking for these kinds 
of parts and these kinds of fi lms and the opportunity to 
make it on such a large scale was pretty hard to turn down,” 
said Jones, who also appears in the upcoming fantasy tale 
“A Monster Calls” and opposite Tom Hanks in “Inferno.”

Jyn, unlike the other classic “Star Wars” heroines, 
gets the full weight of an origin story in “Rogue One,” 
out Friday. Her father, Galen Erso (Mads Mikkelsen), 
is a scientist who once worked for the Empire, left that 
life behind and, at the beginning of the fi lm, gets drawn 
back in to help fi nish the Death Star — leaving his 
young daughter behind to fend for herself.

As an adult, she’s forced to confront her past in vari-
ous ways, especially when she becomes entangled with 
the rebel alliance.

“I like her determination,” Jones said. “She doesn’t let 
go of something until she succeeds. She is very, very fo-
cused and tenacious in the face of when she’s set a task.”

Jones trained intensively to portray this hardened 
fi ghter working closely with stunt teams who she said 
spent hours humoring her need to practice constantly. 
Fittingly, her costume is not a fussy dress or a metal 
bikini, but rather one of a warrior.

“Jyn is someone who’s had to survive on her own 
and at any moment she’s going to have to be running 
away from someone, she’s going to have to defend her-
self physically,” Jones said. “She has really built a little 
shell around herself, so her costume had to refl ect the 
needs of her life and unfortunately she’s not going to 
that many parties.” (AP)

Smith Robbie

T
H

U
R

SD
A

Y
, D

E
C

E
M

B
E

R
 1

5,
 2

01
6



People & Places

NEWS/FEATURES
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016

20

Film

Cinematography race wide open

Academy disqualifi es
Arrival, Silence scores

By Kristopher Tapley

Three original scores — “Arrival”, “Manchester 
by the Sea,” and “Silence” — were conspicuous 

by their absence from the list of eligible contenders 
released by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences Tuesday. That’s because they were disquali-
fi ed by the organization.

On “Arrival,” the Academy’s music branch ruled 
unanimously that voters would be infl uenced by the 
use of borrowed material in determining the value of 
Johann Johannsson’s original contributions to Denis 
Villeneuve’s alien invasion psychodrama.

Per Rule 15 II E of the Academy’s rules and eligi-
bility guidelines, a score “shall not be eligible if it has 
been diluted by the use of pre-existing music, or it has 

been diminished in impact by 
the predominant use of songs 
or any music not composed 
specifi cally for the fi lm by the 
submitting composer.”

The only pre-existing mu-
sic in the fi lm is an emotional 
piece by composer Max Rich-
ter called “On the Nature of 
Daylight,” which also fea-
tured prominently in Martin 
Scorsese’s “Shutter Island.” 
It was determined that there 
would be no way for the au-

dience to distinguish those cues, which bookend the 
fi lm, from Johannsson’s score cues.

Process
A Paramount source said original compositions 

constitute 86 percent of the fi lm’s soundtrack. There 
is no appeals process and the branch’s decisions on 
these matters are fi nal.

Richter is actually eligible himself for two original 
scores, “Miss Sloane” and “Morgan.”

Johannsson has been nominated twice, for “The The-
ory of Everything” and “Sicario.” His original contribu-
tions to “Arrival” are noteworthy as part of an increased 
blurring of the line between music and sound design 
in fi lm music. For “Arrival,” he told Variety in an in-
terview that he recorded to a 16-track tape loop for a 
vaguely analog quality, capturing acoustic sounds from 
cello, piano, and wind instruments, along with vocals.

“What you’re hearing is very old-fashioned, in a 
way,” Johannsson said. “It’s layers and layers and lay-
ers of piano — but without the attack. It’s like piano 
wire. You’re hearing just the sustain of the piano.”

Pre-existing music also diminished Lesley Barber’s 
original contributions to Kenneth Lonergan’s “Man-
chester by the Sea”: The fi lm’s soundtrack features a 
number of classical compositions throughout.

“It certainly comes as a disappointment to learn that 
my score to ‘Manchester by the Sea’ was deemed in-
eligible by the Academy,” Barber said in a statement 
to Variety. “In the making of this fi lm, our director 
decided early on to use certain pieces of music from 
the classical repertoire as part of the music blend in the 
fi lm. While I understand that this might be confusing 
to Academy members in their consideration of what is 
mine, it was obviously not the basis upon which music 
was chosen for the fi lm. While I accept the Academy’s 
decision, I also support my director’s decision to use 
these pieces and I’m also very proud of the substantial 
contribution (referenced correctly in many reviews) 
that the original score made to the fi lm as well.”

Dramatic
It’s a pointed choice of words, as Barber’s work was 

deemed not “substantial” enough by the branch, as 
were Kim Allen Kluge and Kathryn Kluge’s composi-
tions for Martin Scorsese’s “Silence.” The Academy, in 
its rules and eligibility guidelines, specifi cally defi nes 
an original score as “a substantial body of music that 
serves as original dramatic underscoring and is written 
specifi cally for the motion picture by the submitting 
composer.” There is, however, no objective metric by 
which to determine what is and is not “substantial,” be-
yond the collective opinion of branch members.

This year’s original score Oscar winner was Ennio 
Morricone for Quentin Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight.”

❑      ❑      ❑

After an unprecedented dominance of the fi eld by 
DP Emmanuel Lubezki, who won the cinematogra-
phy Oscar three years in a row for “Gravity”, “Bird-
man,” and “The Revenant,” this year’s competition in 
the cinematography category appears to be wide open.

Contenders range from extraordinary technical 
achievements (“Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk”, 
“The Jungle Book”) to more indie-fl avored human 
stories shot by relative newcomers (“La La Land”, 
“Lion,” and “Arrival”).

Such perennial candidates as Lubezki (“Knight of 
Cups”), Roger Deakins (“Hail Caesar!”), Tom Stern 
(“Sully”), and Robert Richardson (“Live by Night”) 
should not be counted out, but the fi eld is more unpre-
dictable than it has been in several years.

John Toll’s astonishing visuals for “Billy Lynn,” 
director Ang Lee’s bold foray into high frame rate, 
high dynamic range 3D, will garner signifi cant con-
sideration in spite of the fi lm’s mixed reaction thus 
far from the public. The cinematography community 
is always watching in anticipation for the latest tech 
breakthroughs, and Toll, a master visual artist, may 
have shown them the fi rst steps to the future.

Meanwhile, Bill Pope’s work on the lush imagery 
of “The Jungle Book” involved groundbreaking levels 
of collaboration with visual effects pros and other dig-
ital artists. As with “Gravity”, “Life of Pi,” and “Ava-
tar,” a nomination here would likely spark controversy 
given the gray area between the two fi elds. Janusz 
Kaminski (“The BFG”) may be similarly situated.

On the other end of the tech spectrum is “Silence,” 
for which Rodrigo Prieto and Martin Scorsese re-
turned to 35mm fi lm in the anamorphic format to en-
velope viewers in 17th century Japan.

“Marty and I immediately agreed that we wanted 
‘Silence’ to be on fi lm,” Prieto says. “Film has incred-
ible color depth for nature, which surrounds these mis-
sionary priests, and for skin tones. I love playing with 
fi lm, bending and twisting the negative to achieve dif-
ferent textures.”

Three-time Oscar winner (“The Aviator”, “Hugo”, 
“JFK”) Richardson was nominated last year for “The 
Hateful 8,” in which he resurrected the widescreen 
Ultra Panavision 70 fi lm format. A nomination for 
“Live by Night” would be his 10th, tying him with 
Conrad Hall and leaving only Deakins and a handful 
of golden-era DPs with more.

On “Live by Night,” Ben Affl eck’s Prohibition-era 
tale, the cinematographer felt the story and shooting style 
would benefi t from large-format digital. He shot with a 
combination of Arri Alexa 65 — a camera formerly on 
the bleeding edge but fast becoming a standard tool — 
and Panavision lenses, some with older glass. (RTRS)

Scorsese

Actress Marion Cotillard attends the ‘Assassin’s Creed’ special screening at AMC Empire on Dec 13, 2016 in New York City. (AFP)

‘Collateral Beauty’ a drama of parental grief

Smith channels personal grief
NEW YORK, Dec 14, (Agencies): 
Will Smith had already begun re-
searching his role for “Collateral 
Beauty” when he learned that his fa-
ther was terminally ill.

Smith said at the fi lm’s world pre-
miere in New York on Monday that 
he had to channel the emotions of 
that tragic news into a demanding 
fi lm role. Smith’s father, Willard 
Carroll Smith Jr, died on Nov 7.

“My father was diagnosed and 
given six weeks, so you know, to be 
hit with that in the process and then 
what we decided to do was just use 
the preparation of the character to 
actually deal with what my father 
was experiencing,” Smith said. “It 
became our way of saying goodbye, 
essentially. It was a really beautiful 
confl uence of art and life.”

Smith stars in the fi lm as a father 
who suffers a great tragedy and be-
gins to question the point of exist-
ence.

“It is such a beautiful concept. It’s 
a guy that experiences a loss and gets 
furious at the universe, and writes 
these letters to Love, Time and 
Death, and his mind is so twisted that 
he mails the letters. And then, Love, 
Time and Death respond. You know, 
it’s that beautiful Christmas twist 
to it, but dealing with real issues,” 
Smith said.

The fi lm also stars Helen Mirren 
in the role of Death. She admitted to 
loving the script, and felt it shared 
the same vibe as Christmas classics 
like “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “A 
Christmas Carol.”

“There was something very, very 
true in the center of it. And kind of 
as a Christmas movie, you know it’s 
kind of a pretty cool Christmas gift 
of a movie,” Mirren said.

Edward Norton, who plays 
Smith’s best friend and partner in 
the fi lm, also said he saw a strong 
similarity with the fi lm to holiday 

classics like “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
“They straddle this very diffi cult 

balance between, obviously being 
very heart-winning and heart-warm-
ing and hopeful. But if you think 
about it, they touch on very dark and 
diffi cult things. Jimmy Stewart is in 
such despair he’s going to a bridge 
to jump, right? But somehow they 
manage to be about deep and impor-
tant things, while also being a lot of 
fun,” Norton said.

“Collateral Beauty” opens in 
theaters on Dec 16.

Sentiment
It asks a lot of an audience to sit 

through a drama about a parent griev-
ing over the loss of a child. The sub-
ject is rough — and beyond that, it 
has a vast potential for programmed 
pathos and fake sentiment. That’s 
part of the miracle of “Manchester 
by the Sea.” It leads us through one 
man’s life of locked-in sorrow with a 
sculptured emotional elegance that is 
never false; at the same time, the ca-
thartic honesty of its journey allows 
the audience to touch a nerve of des-
olation and still breathe free. So it’s 
telling, in a way, that in an awards 
season that’s been tilting away from 
major-studio releases and toward in-
dependent works like “Manchester,” 
along comes “Collateral Beauty,” 
the big soppy whimsical lump-in-
the-throat commercial version of a 
drama of parental grief.

It feels like a Hollywood awards 
movie from 30 years ago, laced 
with the kind of four-hankie strate-
gies — hugs, buckets of tears, New 
Age greeting-card sentiments — that 
“Manchester” transcended.

By the end of “Collateral Beauty,” 
you’d have to have a heart of stone 
for the fi lm not to get to you a bit, but 
even if it does, you may still feel like 
you’ve been played.

The movie opens with Will Smith, 

in vintage Will Smith mode — brash, 
ageless, a superhero of confi dence 
— giving a pep talk to the New York 
advertising agency he owns and pre-
sides over, but then, moments later, 
the image of Smith literally melts 
three years ahead. Smith’s Howard, 
now haggard and morose, with thin-
ning gray hair, has stopped talking 
to anyone. The closest he comes to a 
constructive activity is setting up in-
tricate arrays of multi-colored domi-
noes in his offi ce, which he then lets 
topple as if to demonstrate an exis-
tential law: Whatever you create is 
destined to come falling down.

Howard, we learn, lost his six-
year-old daughter to cancer, and the 
agony imprisons and consumes him 
daily. He rides his bike against the 
New York traffi c. He writes letters 
— not to other human beings, but 
to the spirits of Death, Love, and 
Time. He sleeps six or seven hours a 
week. He’s a zombie, a man who has 
left life utterly behind. Yet there’s 
something undeniably a little Will 
Smithian about his suffering. He’s 
like the Olympic world champion 
of Holding It All Inside, and Smith 
— unlike, you know, Casey Affl eck 
— doesn’t give off bitter waves of 
doubt or dysfunction. The message 
is that Howard can’t recover because 
his love is that pure and strong. He’s 
holding onto his grief because he’s 
holding onto his love. He won’t lead 
an existence that compromises it.

He’d likely stay that way were it 
not for his trusty trio of executive 
partners, played by Edward Norton 
(divorced and broke, with a daugh-
ter who resents him), Kate Winslet 
(a workaholic who waited too long 
to start a family), and Michael Pena 
(who’s got one of those tell-tale 
coughs — ‘nuff said). They’ve decid-
ed to sell the faltering agency so they 
can receive a large payout, which 
each of them is in dire need of.

Film

Michael Fassbender attends a spe-
cial screening of ‘Assassin’s Creed’ at 
AMC Empire 25 on Dec 13, 2016, in 

New York. (AP)

Gadot Evans

NEW YORK: The comic book heroine 
Wonder Woman has been abruptly fi red 
from her honorary ambassador job at 
the United Nations following protests 
from both inside and outside the world 
organization that a white, skimpily dressed 
American prone to violence wasn’t the best 
role model for girls.

Rheal LeBlanc, head of press and exter-
nal relations, said Tuesday the appointment 
of Wonder Woman as an Honorary Ambas-
sador for the Empowerment of Women 
and Girls would end this week, a move that 
come less than two months after a splashy 
ceremony at the UN, which attracted ac-
tresses Lynda Carter, who played Wonder 
Woman in the 1970s TV series, and Gal 
Gadot, who has taken on the role in the 
forthcoming “Wonder Woman” fi lm.

Critics said the appointment was tone 
deaf at a time when real women are fi ght-
ing against sexual exploitation and abuse, 
and that there were plenty of real heroines 
that could be the face for gender equality. 
At the time of the appointment, there was 
no indication it would end so quickly. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

LOS ANGELES: Recently launched Cristal 
Pictures is developing and fully fi nancing 
a science-fi ction disaster movie with the 
working title “Imago” as a Chinese co-
production.

Cristal has bought the “Imago” pitch 
from writing partners Adam Robitel (di-
rector of the upcoming “Insidious: Chapter 
4”) and Gavin Heffernan (“The Taking of 
Deborah Logan”). The duo is writing the 
screenplay in which near-future scientifi c 
experiments to reverse global warming 
backfi re with unimaginable consequences.

Beijing-based producer and Cristal 
Pictures founder Chris Liu said “Imago” 
represents the fi rst big budget sci-fi  disaster 
movie to be made in China as an offi cial 
Chinese co-production. Plans are to cast 
Western as well as Chinese actors with 
shooting on location in and around Hong 
Kong.

Tuesday’s announcement by Cristal 
came three months the company said it 
would co-produce and co-fi nance Ryan 
Reynolds’ action-comedy “Hitman’s 
Bodyguard.” That project is in post-produc-
tion. (RTRS)

❑        ❑        ❑

Variety

Sienna Miller (from left), Ben Affl eck, Chris Messina, Elle Fanning and Chris 
Cooper attend a special screening of Warner Bros Pictures’ ‘Live By Night’ at 

Metrograph on Dec 13, 2016, in New York. (AP)

LOS ANGELES: The list of documentary 
Oscar winners over the past 60 years has 
included women fi lmmakers, demonstrat-
ing that while the world of feature narrative 

fi lms remains much too largely a boys’ 
club, docs have long been a great place 
where women contribute, compete and win.

With that glass ceiling thankfully long 

broken, it’s important to note that the fi rst 
woman to ever garner the documentary 
feature prize was Nancy Hamilton, a won-
derfully creative force who, before scoring 
the Oscar for her fi rst fi lmmaking effort, 
“Helen Keller in Her Own Story,” back in 
1955, had already distinguished herself in 
the worlds of songwriting, acting, playwrit-
ing and screenwriting. (RTRS)

❑        ❑        ❑

LOS ANGELES: “Gangster Squad” director 
Ruben Fleischer is set to direct Lions-
gate’s “Jekyll,” the studio’s new take on 
the “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” Chris 
Evans is attached to star.

Based on the six-episode BBC One 
Television mini-series from 2007, the show 
followed a modern-day descendant of 
Jekyll who begins to exhibit the trademark 
split personality. The father and husband 
abandons his family, without explaining 
why, and lives in a fortifi ed basement with 
a psychiatric nurse as his ally. When they 
strap the doctor to a metal chair, she watches 
him transform into an alter ego who rages, 
shows heightened strength and speed, and 
can also be a charming, fl irtatious scoundrel 
as well. The two personalities try to coexist, 
even though one doesn’t remember what the 
other does while in control of the body.

Marc Platt is producing with Ellen De-
Generes and Jeff Kleeman, through their 
A Very Good Production banner. Anthony 
Bagarozzi and Charles Mondry have 
written a script. (RTRS)
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Braithwaite dead at 104

Award-winning writer
Hazzard dies aged 85
NEW YORK, Dec 14, (AP): Shirley Hazzard, an 
award-winning novelist who wrote of love affairs 
disrupted and intensifi ed by age, distance and war, 
has died at age 85.

Hazzard had been in failing health and died 
Monday at her home in Manhattan, according to 
her friend Frances Alston. The Australian-born 
Hazzard had lived in New York City for decades, 
but also had spent time in Hong Kong, Britain, 
New Zealand and Italy, an international perspec-
tive shared by her characters.

She was a writer of pre-digital tastes who com-
posed on a yellow legal pad and had no interest 
in computers or even an answering machine. Her 
novels, too, had a vintage wealth of detail and in-

trospection that led to com-
parisons to Henry James 
and some criticism that the 
sophistication of her prose 
interfered with the enjoyment 
of the narrative.

Peers and awards judges 
recommended her highly. 
“The Transit of Venus,” 
published in 1980, won the 
National Book Critics Cir-
cle prize. Hazzard also was 
a three-time National Book 

Award fi nalist and won in 2003 for “The Great Fire.”
Her other books included the short story collec-

tions “Cliffs of Fall” and “People in Glass Hous-
es.” Hazzard also wrote a memoir about her friend 
Graham Greene, “Greene in Capri,” and two books 
about the United Nations, where she worked in the 
1950s: “The Countenance of Truth” and “The De-
feat of an Ideal.”

Rare
Rare was the happy marriage or simple romance 

in a Hazzard book. From early stories such as “A 
Place in the Country” to the novel “Bay of Noon,” 
she wrote of strained and cold relationships and the 
inevitable search for outside comfort. True passion 
was often forbidden. Hazzard acknowledged that 
“The Great Fire,” about a tender affair between a 
young Australian woman and a British soldier in 
World War II, was based on her own youthful ro-
mance that her parents had ended.

The author did fi nd love in New York in 1963 
when she met author and translator Francis Steeg-
muller at a party hosted by novelist Muriel Spark.

Hazzard, the daughter of a diplomat, was born 
in Sydney in 1931 and lived throughout Asia as a 
young woman. “The Great Fire” was inspired part-
ly by people she knew in the late 1940s in Hong 
Kong, where she helped monitor the civil war in 
China on behalf of British intelligence.

“The literary atmosphere of that offi ce — British 
offi cers, linguists, young veterans who were almost 
innately charged with literary reference — was 
joyful,” she later told The Paris Review. “For the 
fi rst time, I could share literature with delight and 
freedom.”

Hazzard never attended college, but compen-
sated with the very fi nest self-education — read-
ing and travelling constantly. In her early 20s, she 
joined the United Nations and spent a decade in the 
General Service division, which she would jok-
ingly call “the dungeon.”

She did at least have spare time to work on writ-
ing. An early short story was accepted by The New 
Yorker, and “Cliffs of Fall” was published in 1963 
to encouraging reviews. “Bay of Noon,” released 
in 1970, found a new readership 40 years later. It 
was shortlisted for the Lost Man Booker Prize, es-
tablished for fi ction from 1970 that, because of rule 
changes at the time, was not eligible for the 1970 or 
1971 Booker award.

❑      ❑      ❑

E.R. Braithwaite, the Guyanese author, educa-
tor and diplomat whose years teaching in the slums 
of London’s East End inspired the international 
best-seller “To Sir, With Love” and the popular 
Sidney Poitier movie of the same name, has died 
at age 104.

Braithwaite’s companion, Ginette Ast, told The 
Associated Press that he became ill Monday and 
died at the Adventist HealthCare Shady Grove 
Medical Center in Rockville, Maryland.

Focusing
Schooled in Guyana, the US and Britain, 

Braithwaite wrote several fi ction and nonfi ction 
books, often focusing on racism and class and the 
contrast between fi rst world and colonial cultures. 
He was regarded as an early and overlooked chron-
icler of Britain from a non-white’s perspective, his 
admirers including the authors Hanif Kureishi and 
Caryl Phillips.

He also served in the 1960s as the newly inde-
pendent Guyana’s fi rst representative at the United 
Nations and later was ambassador to Venezuela. 
Upon his 100th birthday, he received an honorary 
medal from his native country for lifetime achieve-
ment.

Guyana President David Granger on Tuesday 
remembered Braithwaite as “an eminent Guyanese 
and distinguished diplomat.”

To Sir, With Love,” his fi rst and most famous 
book, was published in 1959. The autobiographi-
cal tale about how a West Indian of patrician man-
ner scolded, encouraged and befriended a rowdy, 
mostly white class of East End teens, who in turn 
softened him, was an immediate success and a nat-
ural for fi lm. Poitier played Braithwaite (renamed 
Thackeray) in the 1967 release and the pop star 
Lulu was featured as one of the students. The title 
song, performed on screen and on record by Lulu, 
became a No. 1 hit.

Audiences loved the movie, but critics found it 
too sentimental: Braithwaite agreed. He criticized 
director-screenwriter James Clavell for downplay-
ing the author’s interracial romance with a fellow 
teacher and said Poitier’s performance was too 
light-hearted.

“The movie made it look like fun and games,” he 
later observed.

One former student, Alfred Gardner, would al-
lege that Braithwaite himself sanitized his life. In 
the self-published memoir “An East End Story,” 
Gardner described Braithwaite as a cold and rigid 
man who “struck fear into us by favouring corporal 
punishment.”

Hazzard

This fi le photo taken on Dec 8, 2016 shows Latvia-born, Russian and US dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov posing for portraits 
in Paris. (AFP)

Gyllenhaal to star in ‘Sunday’

Baryshnikov plays Nijinsky
PARIS, Dec 14, (Agencies): Dream 
castings don’t come much better than 
Mikhail Baryshnikov playing Vaslav 
Nijinsky — one great ballet dancer 
playing another.

Baryshnikov, now 68, is the star of 
“Letter to a Man”, a one-person thea-
tre show by the acclaimed American 
director Robert Wilson which fol-
lows Nijinsky’s slide into insanity.

The Russian dance genius, who 
had revolutionised ballet with his 
choregraphy for Stravinsky’s “Rite of 
Spring” while he was still in his early 
twenties, went slowly mad after his 
former lover, the impresario Serge 
Diaghilev, cut him lose.

Diaghilev had bedded Nijinsky 
and made him the leading man of 
his legendary company the Ballets 
Russes after spotting the 19-year-old 
prodigy at the Mariinsky theatre in St 
Petersburg in 1908.

Scandalous
Now more than a century later, 

Wilson has dramatised Nijinsky’s 
searing and scandalous diaries, in 
which he excoriated Diaghilev.

It is, as Baryshnikov admits, a 
dance show in which he doesn’t actu-
ally dance.

“It’s more body language, it’s not 
really dance,” said the man once de-
scribed by the New York Times critic 
Clive Barnes as “the most perfect 
dancer I have ever seen”.

His face whited up, and wearing 
top hat and tails on stage, Barysh-
nikov has lost none of his charisma.

The former star of Russia’s Kirov 
Ballet and later American Ballet Thea-
tre, who still does his bar exercises eve-
ry morning, said “Nijinsky was always 
important for me” — even though 
physically the two are very different.

Baryshnikov said Nijinsky was “a 
kind of universal actor. At that time, the 
level of male dance was not of the high-
est level, it was the ballerinas and di-
vas” like Anna Pavlova that dominated,

“Then suddenly this very strange 
creature arrived, not very tall, not 
very beautiful in fact, with a kind of 
heavy musculature but of extraordi-
nary strange proportions.”

Nijinsky did not have “a classical 
body. It was very developed and at 
the same time very soft, very ambiva-
lent sexually, and he was mesmeris-
ing to watch, every role was so differ-
ent. He was a true cameleon.”

Baryshnikov, who has mostly lived 

in New York since defecting from the 
Soviet Union in 1974, said he had met 
Nijinsky’s wife Romola as well as his 
two daughters Kyra and Tamara.

“Tamara came to see this show 
in Los Angeles,” the dancer born in 
Latvia told AFP just before it opened 
Thursday in Paris and will run to 
January 21.

“She is now 96 years old, she lives 
in Arizona and she is remarkable — 
a 96-year-old young woman really.”

While Baryshnikov says he was 
moved by playing such a great artist 
losing his mind, he does not blame 
Diaghilev for Nijinsky’s fate.

“I don’t know what would have 
happened if he had stayed with Di-
aghilev and the Ballets Russes. Prob-
ably it was genetic. His brother went 
to an asylum and his mother later on, 
and his daughter Kyra, who I knew 
at the end of her life,” also suffered 
from mental illness, he said.

But the fascination with the early 
20th century’s greatest dancer who 
descended into madness at only 29 
endures.

“He wrote the diary in six weeks, 
and then nothing. He retreated into 
darkness and silence into the end of 
his life,” Baryshnikov added. Nijin-
sky died aged 61 in London.

For his own part, Baryshnikov does 
not miss dancing with the world’s 
best ballet companies — “there’s life 
also beyond that” — and claims he 
wants “to retire one day”.

Also:
NEW YORK: Jake Gyllenhaal and 
Annaleigh Ashford will star in a 
Broadway revival of the musical 
“Sunday in the Park with George.”

The Academy Award nominee 
from “Brokeback Mountain” and the 
Tony Award-winner for “You Can’t 
Take It With You” will appear in the 
Stephen Sondheim-James Lapine 
show starting in February.

The musical imagines what the late 
19th-century French painter Georges 
Seurat went through to create his poin-
tillist masterpiece, “A Sunday After-
noon on the Island of La Grande Jatte.”

The musical will be the fi rst show in 
50 years at the Hudson Theatre, which 
is being renovated into Broadway’s 
41st theater. The Hudson sits just off 
Times Square — east of Broadway 
on 44th Street — and has been a bur-
lesque house, a movie theater and an 
event space in recent years.

Theater

Amy Grant performs during a taping 
for Dolly Parton’s Smoky Mountain 
Rise Telethon on Dec 13, 2016, in 

Nashville, Tenn. (AP)

Beyonce Parton

LOS ANGELES: Beyonce leads the fi eld in 
the NAACP Image Award nominations, but 
there’s a friendly rival close behind: sister 
Solange.

Beyonce received seven nominations for 
the 48th annual Image Awards, including 
entertainer of the year, outstanding female 
artist and best album, for “Lemonade,” it 
was announced Tuesday. Last week, she 
topped the Grammy Award nominations 
with nine bids.

Solange earned fi ve Image Award nods, 
including for female artist and best album, 
“A Seat at the Table.”

Other top nominees include Chance the 
Rapper and Kendrick Lamar, with four 
bids each.

“Birth of a Nation” fi lmmaker Nate 
Parker and “Atlanta” TV series creator 
Donald Glover both proved triple-threat 
contenders, each earning nominations as 
writer, director and stars of their respective 
projects.  (AP)

❑         ❑         ❑

NASHVILLE, Tenn: Country music icon 
Dolly Parton’s home and businesses in 
East Tennessee were spared from deadly 
wildfi res last month, but she’s pitching 
in to help her neighbors recover from the 
devastation.

She was to headline a telethon Tuesday 
from Nashville, featuring performances 
from Reba McEntire, Kenny Rogers, 
Hank Williams Jr, Chris Stapleton, 
Cyndi Lauper and more. The telethon was 
to be broadcast on Great American Coun-
try, AXS-TV, RFD and The Heartland 
Network at 8 pm Eastern and streamed live 
on USAToday.com and affi liate newspa-
pers in Tennessee.

Parton set a lofty goal of giving $1,000 
to every family that has lost their primary 
residence through the Dollywood Founda-
tion My People Fund.  (AP)

❑         ❑         ❑

TALLAHASSEE, Fla: Saying taxpayers 
have a right to know how much Pitbull has 
been paid to promote Florida tourism with 
the help of his song “Sexy Beaches,” a top 
state lawmaker fi led a lawsuit Tuesday 
against the famed rapper’s production 
company.

Pitbull, whose real name is Armando 
Christian Perez, signed a contract last 
year with Florida’s tourism marketing arm 
to promote the Sunshine State, splashing 
it up with a new video for his 2014 song. 

Variety

Attorneys for his production company have 
insisted that most details of the contract 
— including its worth and what he was 
required to do under it — are trade secrets 
exempted from Florida’s public records 
law.

The lawsuit fi led by Florida House 
Speaker Richard Corcoran against PDR 
Productions in a Tallahassee court asks a 
judge to make the contract public. It also 
requests that lawmakers who reveal any de-
tails to be shielded from any liability. (AP)

Obit

Beloved TV dad

‘Growing Pains’
star Thicke dies
LOS ANGELES, Dec 14, (Agen-
cies): Alan Thicke, a versatile 
performer who gained his great-
est renown as the beloved dad on a 
long-running sitcom, has died at age 
69.

Carleen Donovan, who is a pub-
licist for Thicke’s son, singer Robin 
Thicke, said the actor died from a 
heart attack on Tuesday in Los An-
geles. She had no further details.

Thicke was a Canadian-born TV 
host, writer, composer and actor 
well-known in his homeland be-
fore making his name in the United 
States, most notably with the ABC 
series “Growing Pains.”

On that com-
edy, which 
aired from 
1985 to 1992, 
Thicke played 
Dr Jason Seav-
er, a psychia-
trist and father-
k n o w s - b e s t 
who moved his 
practice into 
his home so his 
wife could go 
back to work 
as a reporter. Along with his clients, 
he had three (later four) kids under 
foot, including his oldest son, Mike, 
played by breakout heart-throb Kirk 
Cameron, who served as a constant 
source of comedic trouble for the 
family.

Born in Ontario, Canada, in 1947, 
Thicke was nominated for three 
Emmy Awards for his work in the 
late 1970s as a writer for Barry Ma-
nilow’s talk show, and later for a 
satirical take on the genre in the va-
riety show “America 2-Night.”

He composed several popular 
theme songs, including the origi-
nal theme for “The Wheel of For-
tune” and other shows including 
“The Facts of Life” and “Diff’rent 
Strokes.”

Virtual
Perhaps his boldest assault on the 

US market was as a virtual unknown 
taking on the King of Late Night, 
Johnny Carson. “Thicke of the 
Night” was a syndicated talk-music-
and-comedy show meant to go head-
to-head against NBC’s “The Tonight 
Show Starring Johnny Carson.”

It premiered in September 1983 
with great fanfare, boasting an inno-
vative format and regulars including 
Richard Belzer, Arsenio Hall, Gilbert 
Gottfried and Fred Willard. But all 
too quickly, it was evident that Car-
son wasn’t going to be dethroned, 
and the ambitious “Thicke” disap-
peared into the night after one season.

In the 1990s and beyond, Thicke 
stayed busy as a celebrity TV host 
and with guest shots on dozens of 
series, including “How I Met Your 
Mother” and, this year, the Netfl ix 
series “Fuller House” and the NBC 
drama “This Is Us.”

Celebrities who had crossed paths 
with Thicke, whether through music, 
acting or simply as friends, expressed 
their sorrow at news of his death.

“I grew up watching him and got 
to know him through Robin. He was 
always so kind to me,” John Legend 
posted on Twitter.

“You were a part of my fam-
ily and hockey family. You will be 
greatly missed. My heart hurts,” 
Candace Cameron Bure tweeted.

“RIP dear friend and gentleman,” 
posted Marlee Matlin.

Thicke’s fellow Canadians also 
responded quickly.

William Shatner tweeted that he 
was saddened by his friend’s loss, 
and singer Anne Murray’s Twitter 
post said she was “shocked and dev-
astated,” recalling him as a friend 
as well as a writer and producer of 
many of her TV specials.

The Edmonton Oilers also 
weighed in.

Great
“RIP to one of the great ones, 

Alan Thicke,” was posted on the 
hockey team’s website, with a photo 
of a young Thicke and Wayne Gretz-
ky on the ice.

Like any good Canadian, Thicke 
was a hockey fan, frequently attend-
ing LA Kings games. He took credit 
for introducing the sport to celebrity 
friends.

He began playing at age 5, but 
acknowledged he wasn’t very good 
at it.

“You were expected to play,” 
he said in 1998. “I was never good 
enough for the big time, but I always 
had fun at it.”

In 2003, Thicke received 30 stitch-
es and lost fi ve teeth after he was 
struck by a puck while practicing for 
a celebrity fundraising hockey game. 
“I won’t be playing any leading men 
roles in the next couple of months,” 
he joked after the accident.

He had the satisfaction of see-
ing his musical skills passed down 
to son Robin, a successful singer-
songwriter and producer who, with 
brother Brennan, was born to Thicke 
and the fi rst of his three wives, Glo-
ria Loring.

In an email, Loring described 
Thicke’s passing as “a shock. We 
were all just together for Thanks-
giving. He was funny, talented and 
deeply devoted to his family.”

Thicke
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Alcoholics Anonymous: If you know 
someone who can’t stop drinking and would 
like to help them please check us out and we 
promise to try to help at www.aaarabia.org 
There are no fees. This is a genuine public 
service.

❑        ❑        ❑

Drinking problem?: Friends of Bill W. are 
available to help. Totally confi dential. Email: 
rohsecretary@gmail.com

❑        ❑        ❑

Narcotics Anonymous: NA can help with 
addiction problems. Totally confidential: 
94087800 English/Arabic.

❑        ❑        ❑

Cancer online support group: If you 
are Cancer patient or family member fi ghting 
with this deadly disease, come join our online 
support group. Best way of dealing with this 
disease is providing support and share our 
experience with each other. There are lot of 
things which even doctors can’t tell so be 
member of this website and start sharing your 
experiences which may help others. October is 
recognized as National Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month (NBCAM). The primary purpose 
is to promote self examination and screening 
mammography as the most effective way to 
save lives by detecting breast cancer at early 
stage. For more information visit: http://fi ght-
ingwithcancer.webs.com/

Latest
Share your story with Amricani: Do you 
or any of your family members, acquaint-
ances or friends happen to have a story with 
the American Missionary hospital in Kuwait 
(Mustashfa Lemraicani) during the years from 
1914-1967, the offi cial period of offering 
medical services in Kuwait?

Please share with us your story or your 
memory during those old days by writing the 
event and sending it to the following email ad-
dress: Mystory@darmuseum.org.kw

Notes: 1. Please send your story only to 
the above mentioned email. Story shared in 
Instagram, Facebook or Twitter will not be 
considered.

2. Please write your story or memory and 
sign it with your full name, and your contact 
number.

3. It will be great if you send us your per-
sonal photos or those of the place related to the 
story (optional).

Your story will be part of a new book to be 

published by DAI. 
I am confi dent that your contributions will 

be an essential part of the history of Amricani. 
Share with us!

Dec 17

Sense-Sa-Tional Christmas: Making 
sense of Christmas through our 5 senses!

Seasonal celebration with q8 SA brass 
band and praise band, carols, candles, drama, 
tambourines, skits, gifts and the children’s 

nativity play!
@ The Salvation Army Kuwait, The Fel-

lowship Hall — National Evangelical Church 
Kuwait  –  Arabia Gulf Road

Saturday Dec 17, 2016 @ 6.45 pm for 7 pm
For more info phone: (+965) 6570 3764  /  

e-mail: stewart_grinsted@mde.salvationarmy.
org

Dec 22

STECI parish carol service: Christmas 

Carol service of St Thomas Evangelical 
Church of India Kuwait Parish will be held on 
Thursday, Dec 22, 2016 at 7.30 pm at Church 
and Parish Hall of NECK. Apart from Carol 
singing by the parish choir, Christmas Pageant 
of Sunday school children will also be con-
ducted. The Carol service will be presided by 
the President Vicar Rev Saji Abraham and the 
Christmas message will be delivered by Rev 
Bobby Mathew, Vicar of St Thomas Marthoma 
Church Kuwait.

Jan 1, 2017

Friday Forum elocution contest: Friday Fo-
rum is organizing its 11th Inter School Elocution 
Competition and aiming to bring forth the smartest 
to show their public speaking skills, on Jan 1, 2017 
at Hotel Rajadhani Palace, Khaitan from 8:00 am 
to 2:30 pm. Students from all Indian schools in 
Kuwait shall be participating in Junior and Senior 
categories.  The topic for juniors is “Islam 

click

● Following the opening session of the 
new parliament, the opposition could not 
score any important goals as they missed 
their targets.

Prior to this session, the opposition an-
nounced their plan to contest and win key 
posts in the parliament namely speaker, 
deputy speaker, secretary and observer of 
the parliament. These posts surely went to 
other MPs who are pro-government.

The opposition was planning to domi-
nate the new parliament not only with their 
number, but also through holding key posi-
tions, but unfortunately this could not hap-

pen during this session. Does this mean 
the beginning of the end of the opposition 
or they have any other strength to control 
and influence the new parliament. People 
believe that the opposition can make seri-
ous impact in the new parliament through 
the laws that will be enacted. Let’s wait 
and see the impact that will be made by 
the opposition in this new parliament.

❑       ❑       ❑

● ‘Tis the season to be jolly! With the 
holiday season in the air, it’s been festive 
in most shopping malls in Kuwait this De-

cember with all the sale and mark down 
prizes of clothes, shoes, make-up, per-
fume and even appliance as well as fur-
niture. 

Shoppers scamper for holiday gifts for 
their friends, family and even for them-
selves. Christmas is getting close and sale 
is left and right. One can just shop till one 
drops but what happens when the new 
year comes in? Many may complain “I’m 
broke now,” so to avoid this from happen-
ing, one should not go on shopping spree 
like there’s no tomorrow. 

First look into your budget and don’t be 

like any other shopaholic. Write the most 
important stuff that meets your budget. 
Prioritize your gift list. It’s not the worth of 
the gift but it’s the thought that counts. 

Avoid impulse buying! Try to innovate 
and be creative, you can search on the 
internet for some “Do-It-Yourself” holiday 
presents and people appreciate more the 
DIY stuff. 

There are a lot of ways to enjoy the 
holiday shopping and not end up getting 
broke and that’s the best way to start a 
prosperous New Year. 

❑       ❑       ❑

● Christmas is in the air and the enthu-
siasm and eagerness of some can be im-
possible to match. Many feel the need to 
spread holiday cheer. It is time to brace 
yourself for an onslaught of the corniest 
jokes and wordplays of the season. 

Before you know it, you will find yourself 
in the midst of a knock-knock rampage. 
Knock. Knock. Who’s there? Hanna. Han-
na who? Hanna partridge in a pear tree! In 
moments like these, when the urge to walk 
away is so strong, remember that the term 
Grinch shall apply when Christmas spirit is 
in short supply.

Overheard in the Souk
the grapevine

Tongues Way

Events

A flyer of the event. A flyer of the event.

Continued on Page 24
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BAS organizes Eureka Exhibition

ICSK Junior conducts special Diwali assembly

The British Academy of Sports (BAS) organized the EUREKA Photograph-
ic Exhibition with exceptional photos from the recent BAS Sports trip to 
Greece which took place in the November term break.  

The guests, including students, parents and teachers, admired more 
than 80 unique photographs taken by Sebastian Gray, BSK Art Teacher, 
during the trip.  The viewers were attracted to the exhibition by the amazing 

landscape from Thessaloniki, Zagori  Ioannina, Voidomatis  River and the 
biggest Canyon in Europe.

Apart from the exotic locations, most of the photos had shown the students 
in action during the sports activities including rafting, horse riding, climbing, ar-
chery, bowling and many interactive and scouts games from the trip.

The event was opened by HE The Greek Ambassador Andreas Papada-

kis , Madame Vera Al Mutawa MBE founder of BSK and Mr.Lucian Anisia 
BAS Director. 

Following the success of the Sports Trip, BAS is planning their next trip 
to Ireland which will take place in April 2017.

For more details about BAS Trips and Activities please call 99458013 or 
visit www.bas.edu.kw.

The students of ICSK, Junior held special assemblies to mark the 
festival of  lights-Diwali The tiny tots  celebrated the festival of lights 
in a joyous way in their morning assemblies held on Oct 24 to Oct 
31 and Nov 2, 2016. The assemblies began with verses from The 
Holy Quran followed by the school prayer.

“It’s better to light a candle than to curse the darkness” was the 
befitting and meaningful thought for the day.

In their speeches the children explained the significance of Diwali. 
They stressed that light symbolised knowledge. A skit performance 
reliving the story behind the festivities associated with Diwali enlight-
ened the children on the reason why we celebrate Diwali with such 

enthusiasm and happiness and also reminded them to celebrate it 
in an eco-friendly way. Any celebration would be incomplete without 
a foot tapping number, the song and dance performances added to 
the mood of festivity. The entire audience was thrilled by spectacular 
dance performances by the kids. The stage was lit with many “Diyas” 
to bring more light to the celebration. Mrs Sheeja Ravi, Vice-Principal 
in her speech spoke about the necessity of removing the darkness of 
evil from our minds with the light of goodness.

Principal in-charge Mrs Sherly Dennis congratulated the participants 
and advised them to be the light of the world with their good deeds and 
thoughts. Assembly dispersed by the National Anthem of India.

being organized from Jan 7-9, 2017 at Banga-
lore International Exhibition Centre (BIEC) 
Karnataka. Highlights of PBD 2017 are:

(i) PBD 2017 will focus on the theme 
“Redefi ning the engagement with the Indian 
Diaspora”.

(ii) To strengthen Diaspora engagement and 

provide a platform for networking with the 
Diaspora.

(iii) To recognize the Diaspora’s contribu-
tion to India and know their expectations and 
concerns.

(iv) To deepen engagement with young 
Diasporas, to help them know more about their 

roots.
The PBD Convention features Plenary Ses-

sions; an Exhibition; Cultural programmes and 
provides an opportunity to interact with other 
Overseas Indians, Policy makers, Political 
leadership and others. The highlight of the 
PBD convention is the inaugural address by 

Latest
Continued from Page 22

and environmental protection” and for seniors 
is “Maintaining communal harmony — a 
believer’s responsibility”. The event will be 
attended by dignitaries from various socio-
cultural arena, parents and teachers as well. For 
registration and more details you may please 
contact your school directly or contact us on 
5079 6776 or 9402 9024.

Jan 7

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2017: 14th 
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention is 

the Prime Minister. Chief Ministers of several 
states also participate and address the delegates 
on opportunities available in their respec-
tive states. The last day of PBD features the 
valedictory address by the Hon’ble President 
of India, who will also confer the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Samman Awards on Overseas Indian 
for their achievements and contribution both in 
India and abroad.

The Youth PBD is a new feature which has 
been introduced recently. It is a special day 
long programme which provides a platform to 
connect with Young Overseas Indians and dis-
cuss subjects of relevance to them. The Young 
PBD delegates will also have the opportunity 
to interact with other Young PIOs and Young 
Indians of their own age group. The highlight 
of the Youth PBD is the inaugural address by 
the Minister of External Affairs and Minister 
of Youth Affairs and Sports, followed by a ple-
nary session, cultural programme and dinner.

click

Photos from the event

Photos from the event.

Continued on Page 25

Somethin’ different
gardening

By Dean Fosdick

Landscape designers in cities are creating 
quieter living spaces by using trees to 

mute loud noises like sirens and air brakes. 
It’s called “soundscaping,” and it aims to re-
store peaceful, natural sounds like wind whis-
pering through leaves, birds chirping or rain 
dripping from branches.

“Massive walls are often installed to quiet 
freeway noise in major cities, but there are 
more aesthetic ways to handle it,” said Tim 
Moloney, who teaches landscape design at 
the University of Missouri. “Use vegetation 
for minimizing the background clatter.”The 
denser a tree’s lower branches, the better it 
masks or deflects bothersome noise, Moloney 
said. Evergreens are the preferred vegeta-
tive sound barriers because they are densely 
branched and are attractive year-round. Ide-
ally, shrubs would be a major component of 
any green muting mix.

“The thing with shrubs is you don’t have 
the height of a tree but they grow more 

quickly,” Moloney said. “Along with density, 
choose vegetation having desirable landscape 
qualities  fruit, flowers, canopy shapes, fra-
grance and fall colors. And for best results, 
plant them on an earthen berm.”

Urban noise has become so annoying in 
many places that soundscaping has grown 
into a popular landscape-design specialty, 
Moloney said.

“The first line of defense is buffering,” he 
said. “That overshadows background noise 
just by virtue of proximity. Add a screen of 
vegetation and then look for other options. 
Perhaps the soothing sounds of a waterfall 
or a stream.” Healthy urban forests make for 
healthier neighborhoods and improve quality 
of life, said R.J. Laverne, an arborist and ur-
ban forester with The Davey Tree Expert Co. 
in Kent, Ohio.

“Trees give us green spaces that get us 
outside, where we’re more likely to walk and 
get exercise,” he said. “They also help reduce 
stress levels. We can concentrate better and 
feel less fatigue.”

Trees also improve air quality. “Trees ab-
sorb many of the air pollutants through their 
foliage,” Laverne said. “They provide a place 
for the particulate matter to stick. It’s the stuff 
floating through the air we inhale that aggra-
vates our lungs.”

The cooling shade from trees also provides 
economic benefits, Laverne said: “Among 
other things, we don’t have to run our air con-
ditioners as much.”

One challenge facing soundscapers in ur-
ban areas: There often isn’t enough space for 
planting trees and shrubs between the noise 
source and homes, especially for trees with 
low-hanging foliage.

“But if you have a dense enough tree cano-
py, it doesn’t have to be designed as a physi-
cal wall,” Laverne said. “Foliage, branches 
and trunks do a pretty good job of dispersing 
sound energy, especially in the high frequen-
cy ranges. “Sound waves travel horizontally,” 
he said. “When foliage reflects it in different 
directions, it’s diminished. Sounds aren’t as 
loud.” (AP)

This Nov 25, 2016 photo shows soundscaping evergreens photographed in Langley, 
Washington. Soundscapers use trees to mask bothersome urban noise. (AP)
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Keeping space flexible a priority

Police detective Karen Pirie returns in ‘Out of Bounds’

Versatility key in modern rec room
By Melissa Kossler Dutton

When asked to build a luxury home for a 
house tour this year, designer Kenyon 

Woods opted to include a rec room — but 
not the rec room of his childhood.

Unlike old-time rec rooms with their wood 
paneling, ceiling tiles, box TVs and cast-off 
furniture, this one measures about 800 square 
feet on the main floor, with space for watching 
TV, shooting pool, rock climbing and more.

“Media rooms used to be off by them-
selves,” said Woods, owner of Authentic 
Custom Homes in Oklahoma City. “I’m tired 
of the theater or game room being separated. 
Today, families want to be together” even if 
they’re doing different activities.

Recreation rooms of all shapes and sizes are 
popular in new homes, according to a recent 
survey by US Houzz and Home, an online 

source of interior design photos and decor 
ideas. Gaming and entertainment spaces, gyms 
and playrooms were among the top uses for 
rec rooms, it said.

Clients often want “several different areas in 
one large, open space,” agreed Kristen DuCh-
emin, design director for the Columbus, Ohio, 
homebuilder Romanelli & Hughes.

Recession
For some, that means adding game tables 

like foosball, shuffleboard, air hockey and 
billiards. Chance Pack, spokesman for game 
manufacturer Valley Dynamo in Richland Hill, 
Texas, says sales of game tables, which dipped 
during the recession, have seen an uptick as 
the home-building industry rebounds.

Parents and grandparents like gaming tables, 
he said, because they are interactive and inter-
generational, luring kids away from electronics 

and into family activities.
“People are really focused on the entertain-

ment aspect of their home,” Pack said.
All seven homes constructed for the Street 

of Dreams Home Tour included recreation 
rooms, said Elisa Milbourn, director of 
education and special events for the Central 
Oklahoma Home Builders Association in 
Oklahoma City.

Furniture makers have responded with 
multi-functional pieces that aim to get the most 
out of a space, said Patricia Bowling, a spokes-
woman for the American Home Furnishings 
Alliance, in High Point, North Carolina. Por-
table high-top tables with stools have become 
popular, she said.

“Whether entertaining means kids’ birthday 
parties or adult parties, furniture is an afford-
able alternative to the expense of built-ins,” 
she said. “A portable provides a serving coun-

ter, sitting/dining space, storage and more.”
Kitchen islands also are playing a role in rec 

rooms, she said. They can provide seating or 
a flat surface for serving food, and have space 
to store games or dishes. If there isn’t space 
for an island, a beverage cart can be useful, 
Bowling said.

“You can use them as a nightstand next to a 
bed or in the kitchen or outfitted as a bar. You 
move it around as needed,” she said.

Minneapolis interior designer Billy Beson 
also recommends tables with built-in game 
boards, and bean-bag chairs, which are great 
for TV viewing and can easily be moved when 
not in use. Keeping a space flexible is a prior-
ity, he said.

“The rec room is back and definitely here to 
stay,” he said. “There’s a need for that space to 
watch a movie, play a game or have a party.” 
(AP)

edition of Indian Handicrafts & Gifts Fair 
“IHGF Delhi Fair” Spring  2017 from 16 – 20 
February 2017 at India Exposition Mart Ltd, 
Greater Noida Expressway (National Capital 
Region of Delhi), India. IHGF is one of Asia’s 
largest handicrafts & gifts fair with over 2750 
exhibitors displaying their products.

The IHGF event is an ideal business plat-
form for international buyers, agents, wholesal-
ers, potential franchises and fashion designers 
to source from India’s fi nest offerings in handi-
crafts, gifts and lifestyle products. Some of 
the product categories that will be on display 
are; Home furnishings, house ware, tableware, 
kitchenware, hotel ware, bathroom accessories, 
furniture, furniture hardware and accessories, 
garden ornaments and accessories, handcrafted 
garments like Chikankari & Zardozi, carpets, 
rugs and fl ooring, handmade paper, fashion 
jewellery, bags and educational toys. 

More details about “IHGF Delhi Fair” 
Spring 2017 are available on EPCH’s website: 
www.epch.in. 

General
Tagore Int’l Award: Recognizing the 
monumental contributions made by Gurudev 
Rabindranath Tagore to humanity at large and 
as part of the commemoration of his 150th 
Birth Anniversary, the Government of India 
has instituted the annual “Tagore International 
Award for cultural harmony” since 2012 for 
promoting values of cultural harmony. It is 
given annually and carries an amount equiva-
lent to Indian Rupee one crore (convertible 
to foreign currency), a citation in a scroll, 
a plaque as well as an exquisite traditional 
handicraft/handloom item. The Awardee(s) for 
every year is/are selected by an eminent Jury 
under the Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister. The First award was conferred on 
Pandit Ravi Shankar and the second one on 
Shri Zubin Mehta.

This annual award is given to individuals, 
associations, institutions or organizations for 
their outstanding contribution towards promot-

ing values of Cultural Harmony. The Award 
is open to all persons regardless of national-
ity, race, language, caste, creed or gender. 
Normally, contributions made during 10 years 
immediately preceding the nomination are 
considered. Older contributions may also be 
considered if their signifi cance has become ap-
parent only recently. A written work, in order 
to be eligible for consideration, should have 
been published during the last ten years.

The nominations are to be made in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Code of 
Procedure. The Code is also available on the 
Ministry of Culture, Government of India’s 
web-site: www.indiaculture.nic.in. All queries 
may please be sent by e-mail to Ms. Bandana 
Sharma, Director, Ministry of Culture, ban-
dana.sharma@nic.in, Telefax No. 0091-11-
23383185.

❑        ❑        ❑

IEI Kuwait membership: The Institution 
of Engineers (India), Kuwait chapter invites 

all its members to update their membership 
information for the year 2016-17 and actively 
participate in the chapter activities. Indian 
engineers residing in Kuwait are welcome to 
join the pool of more than 700,000 engineers 
by becoming corporate or non-corporate mem-
bers of The Institution of Engineers (India). 
IEI, Kuwait Chapter conducts many technical 
events for the benefi ts of its members. We have 
upcoming technical seminar in August and a 
mega workshop in September. Please watch 
for further details in your registered e-mail or 
announcement in media. The chapter has sci-
ence club activities for member’s children, and 
ladies wing activities for the member’s family. 
IEI, Kuwait Chapter has facility to register stu-
dent members for AMIE examination for those 
interested in pursuing career enrichment.

For more information and on chapter mem-
bership, kindly contact IEI, Kuwait Chapter 
offi ce on 22445588 extn 314 between 5:30 

Fisher’s ‘Princess Diarist’ doesn’t dish enough
By Cara Anna

‘The Princess Diarist’ (Blue Rider 
Press), by Carrie Fisher

“I’ve spent so many years not telling the 
story of Harrison and me having an affair on 
the first ‘Star Wars’ movie that it’s difficult to 
know exactly how to tell it now,” Carrie Fisher 
announces on page 49 of her brisk but vague 
new memoir, “The Princess Diarist.”

“Excellent, here we go,” any solid fan of 
the real “Star Wars” movies (certainly not the 
prequels) will think, settling in for the literary 
equivalent of an ice-cream sundae of the more 
offbeat flavors.

But Fisher, who accepts that she will be 
known as Princess Leia until the end of time, 
lets the reader down. Having waited 40 years 
to publish what one expects to be a dishy tell-
all about the romance behind the iconic movie 
of a generation (that generation mournfully 
sandwiched between the baby boomers and 
millennials), the actress, writer and raconteur 
only offers a few wisps of the goods.

Fisher blames her hazy recall of the behind-
the-scenes affair with Harrison Ford on the 
potent marijuana they smoked on their lost 
weekends between scenes. She also decides 
that “with uncharacteristic reservation and 
scruples that I quash any details” of their first 
weekend together. Sex is private, she says.

No problem, but she also draws the curtain 
over the interesting bits: their chemistry, their 
conversations, her point-blank impressions of 

a man poised to become one of Hollywood’s 
biggest stars.

Or maybe we’re supposed to believe, as 
she insists, that Ford just didn’t talk a lot 
when they were together. In any case, we are 
left with a few interesting glimpses wrapped 
around excerpts of the diaries Fisher says she 
kept while shooting “Star Wars” and recently 
discovered. Even the diary bits are not very 
revealing, being the moody musings, including 
poetry, of a young woman on the cusp of 20 
years old.

It’s clear from the final two chapters of the 
book, one of them titled “Leia’s Lap Dance,” 
that Fisher published this book with making 
money in mind. Her closing meditation on 
fame leaves Ford and the affair far behind. 
However, many “Star Wars” fans will read 
this book anyway or likely did so the instant it 
appeared.

❑      ❑      ❑

“Out of Bounds” (Grove Atlantic), by Val 
McDermid

Detective Chief Inspector Karen Pirie has 
always been a workaholic. But now immersion 
in her work doesn’t just give her life structure, 
it also has become a kind of comfort that al-
lows her to deal with grief in “Out of Bounds,” 
Val McDermid’s latest exciting novel about 
this Scottish police detective.

Pirie, now head of Police Scotland’s small 
Historic Cases Unit in Edinburgh, tackles a 
decades-old murder after 17-year-old Ross 

Garvie goes on a high-speed ride with three of 
his friends. A horrific crash results in the death 
of the three drunken teens and leaves Garvie 
in a coma.

Karen and her partner, Detective Con-
stable Jason Murray, become involved when 
Garvie’s DNA is shown to be a familial match 
to that of a Glasgow hairdresser whose rape 
and murder has gone unsolved for years. But 
maneuvering the Scottish legal system to track 
down Garvie’s male relatives is fraught with 
complications.

Another case also occupies Karen’s time 
— the alleged suicide of Gabriel Abbott, 
who lived in Kinross. The Abbott case isn’t 
Karen’s, but she becomes nearly obsessed with 
finding out if his death was in any way linked 
to the death of his mother, who was killed in a 
plane crash decades earlier.

The caseloads help distract Karen from her 
grief over the death of Phil Parhatka, a fellow 
detective who was killed in the line of duty. 
She loved Phil and longs to discuss every 
investigation, twist and theory with him. When 
not at work, she drinks and walks the streets 
and neighborhoods of Edinburgh at night to 
ease her insomnia.

Karen is easily the smartest person in the 
room. She often infuriates her bosses, who 
grudgingly acknowledge that her insight and 
intelligence gets the job done.

McDermid balances the intense character 
studies in “Out of Bounds” with an inside view 
of the Scottish legal system and again shows 

her acuity in producing intelligent thrillers.

Also:
NEW YORK: A former White House aide 
who is now the chief operating officer of a 

Brooklyn-based media company is working 
on an upbeat, but “warts and all” book about 
her years in the Obama administration.

Twelve, an imprint of Hachette Book 
Group, told The Associated Press on Monday 
that Alyssa Mastromonaco had a deal for 
“Who Thought This Was Good Idea: And 
Other Questions You Should Have Answers to 
When You Work in the White House?” 

The publisher says the memoir will bring 
the reader into Obama’s inner circle, offering 
an “admiring” account of the president, while 
showing the determination and resilience 
needed to get the job done.

Mastromonaco, 40, has worked with Obama 
in a variety jobs, dating to his time as a state 
senator from Illinois. 

She served as White House Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Operations from 2011-2014, and 
joined Vice Media the following year. 

Her book is scheduled for March 21.
“This is a warts-and-all account of Alyssa’s 

time at the White House, putting out fires, 
meeting with world leaders and occasionally 
winning elections,” according to Twelve’s 
announcement.

“Less political diatribe than a gossip session 
with an older sister — if that sibling worked for 
the leader of the free world — Mastromonaco 
delves into funny stories that never saw the light 
of day, including meeting the Queen of England 
in jeans, tussling with President Karzai’s 
guards, and having a bad case of IBS while visit-
ing the Holy See at the Vatican.” (AP)

This cover image released by Blue Rider 
Press shows ‘The Princess Diarist’, by Car-

rie Fisher. (AP)

This undated photo provided by the Central Oklahoma Home Builders Association and Authentic Custom Homes shows part of a recreation room in a luxury home in Oklahoma. (AP)

Latest
Continued from Page 24

There will also be a PBD Exhibition from 
Jan 7-9, 2017 on following fi ve themes:

(i) Flagship programmes of Government of 
India (Digital India, Start-up India, Skill India, 
Swachh Bharat etc)

(ii) Scheme and Programmes for NRIs & 
PIOs;

(iii) Opportunities in States: Investment 
potential Business Opportunities Tourism etc.

(iv) Indian Handicraft & Culture Mela (sale 
& demo)

(v) Corporate Sector, PSUs etc. 
All Non-resident IndiansPIOs/NRIs are 

strongly encouraged to participate and register 
online at pbdindia.gov.in at the earliest. The 
deadline for registration is 7 December 2016. 
There is a special registration fees for young 
overseas Indians, groups registrations and 
GOPIO members. Registration fee includes 
transportation, Lunch, Dinner and cultural 
programmes. 

For further details please contact: support-
pbd@mea.gov.in or log on to Facebook page: 
Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2017. 

Jan 12

Sastra Prathibha Contest: Science In-
ternational Forum SIF-Kuwait announced the 
commencement of registration for the Sastra 
Prathibha Contest, Season III. Sastra Prathibha 
is a pan India and GCC talent hunt initiative 
by VIBHA in association with NCERT (HRD 
Ministry, Government of India) and Depart-
ment of Science and Technology, Government 
of India. It is the biggest and prestigious con-
test of its kind in Kuwait, with the participation 
of more than 4,000 students from the Indian 
schools in Kuwait. Registration forms are 
available at the science department / SPC coor-
dinator of the respective schools. Registration 
is strictly through the participating schools.  

Categories: Junior (Class 5, 6, 7), Senior 
(Class 8,9,10)

Exam Date: Jan 12, 2017.
Exam Type: Objective type, 100 questions, 

one hour exam
Question Pattern:  50% from the given syl-

labus, 40% from the existing academic curricu-
lum and 10% general knowledge questions. All 
general knowledge questions will come from 
previous issues of Discover e-magazine which 
is available at www.sifkuwait.com

Two winners will be announced from each 
class and the distinction certifi cates will be 
awarded to the best performing students in 
each class. The school with maximum points 
on the basis of Sastra Pratibha and Distinc-
tions will be honored with the most prestigious 
‘Acharya J.C. Bose Sastra Puraskar’. Students 
enrolled will get their life time opportunity 
to meet and interact with top scientists from 
India. In the past, SPC Winners in Kuwait 
got opportunity to interact with the leg-
ends, Padmabhoosan Dr Vijay Bhatkar and 
Padmavibhooshan Dr M.S. Valliathan. Those 
interested are requested to contact the science 
department HOD of respective schools. For 
further updates on SPC Season III, please fol-
low www.facebook.com/sifkuwait, or email at 
sifkwt@gmail.com. 

Jan 13

AECK Smash 2017: Alumini Association 
of Engineering Colleges in Kerala (AECK) 
is a non-profi table alumni of engineers from 
the newer engineering colleges in the state of 
Kerala (colleges established after 1980), India. 
AECK is associated with the parent body Ku-
wait Engineers Forum (KEF), which is one of 
the largest professional associations in Kuwait 
with more than 1350 Engineers as its members. 

AECK organizes several cultural and profes-
sional events for the benefi t of its members.  

AECK is planning to host the second edition 
of its sporting event “SMASH-17” for the huge 
KEF fraternity. The event is scheduled to be 
held on Jan 13, 2017 at Qadsiya Sports Club. 
The idea is to have a day long event consisting 
of multiple programs centred around the main 
event, which is a Badminton Tournament for 
the gents & ladies and children.  

We would like to announce SMASH-17 
on the Arab Times Newspaper, which is 
very popular amongst all the community in 
Kuwait. Attaching herewith few pictures from 
SMASH-2016 and the Flyer for SMASH-2017 
for your kind perusal.  

Feb 16

IHGF Delhi Fair Spring 2017: The Export 
Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH), an 
apex organization under Ministry of Textiles, 
Government of India, is organizing the 43rd 

click

Continued on Page 28
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New app provides easy access to firm’s information

KENZO, Modiscoffee collaboration launches at Qout Market

‘Best Message for TV Commercial’

Gulf Bank wins Advertising Creativity Award
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Gulf Bank 
announced today that it was awarded 
the “Best Message for TV Commer-
cial 2016 Award” at the Fourth Ad-
vertising Creativity Awards (ACA) 
event organized by the Arab Media 
Forum. The event was held under the 
auspices of Sheikh Salman Sabah 
Al-Salem Al-Homoud Al-Sabah, 
Minister of Information and State 
Minister for Youth Affairs.  

The award was presented to Gulf 
Bank for its special TV commercial 
launched during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan 2016, and which was pro-
duced in cooperation with Impact 
and Echo.  Gulf Bank’s Ramadan 
video revolves around the issue of 
prejudice and stereotypes as well as 
around the importance of giving be-
yond one’s limits. 

The video shares five different 
stories, where the actions of the 
characters are being perceived as 
pejorative but turning out that they 
are opting for good deeds. The video 
calls for people to give beyond their 
limits and reminds everyone of the 
importance of forgiveness during the 
Holy Month. 

The commercial was well re-
ceived locally and regionally due 
to its impactful message and it was 
broadcasted on Kuwait television 
stations and released on YouTube, 
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and 
other social media channels. 

The Advertising Creativity Award 
2016 was organized for the fourth 
year by the Arab Media Forum, 
which has proven to be one of the re-
gion’s most prominent local industry 
events. The event brought together 
many ministers, media and advertis-
ing executives, journalists, academ-
ics, authors, actors, businessmen, 
and social figures from all around 
the Arab world.

For more information about Gulf 
Bank, visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 
branches, call the Customer Contact 
Center on 1805805, visit the bank’s 
bilingual website at www.e-gulf-
bank.com or its social media chan-
nels on YouTube, Instagram, Twit-
ter, and Facebook.

‘Win a trip to Florida’

Lebanese signature dishes

Bank’s products, services presentedSamsung offers Star Wars
fans chance of a lifetime

Design, ingredients, service
3 pillars of Babel Restaurant

KFH pavilion at Gulf Oil Co
sees remarkable attendance

By Ahmed Al-Naqeeb
Arab-Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: With a fron-
tal façade that translates a rich history 
and a grandiose high ceiling interior 
that hints for an experience that will 
not be forgotten, the Babel Restaurant 
has officially opened its doors to its 
progressive Lebanese cuisine and sig-
nature dishes.

Speaking to the Arab-Times during 
the grand opening , General Manager 
of Babel Lebanon Jad Mounzer stated 
that the restaurant stands on three main 
pillars, its grandiose design, handpicked 
raw ingredients that would insure the 
quality of the progressive Lebanese cui-
sine, and lastly the quality of service.

When asked about the raw ingre-
dients, Jad explained that there are 
key raw ingredients that are imported 
directly from Lebanon such as Olive 
Oil, Pine Nuts, Tahina Sauce and nu-
merous vegetables, for these ingredi-
ents heavily impacts the flavour of the 
dishes. As for the rest of the needed 

ingredients, the restaurant relies on the 
local market.

He also noted that to enhance the 
experience of costumers and the con-
veyance of culture, the restaurant’s 
key staff members, starting from the 
head Chef to the front of the house, are 
Lebanese nationals, insuring that you 
are not only transported via the food 
and the ambiance alone, but your in-
teractions as well.

One might say that the market for 
Lebanese cuisine in the state of Ku-
wait is somewhat saturated but what 
the Babel Restaurant has done, is taken 
the original recipes, with the use of the 
finest ingredients, reinvented them is 
a progressive manner, making them 
unique to the restaurant.

Jad also confirmed despite the popu-
larity of Lebanese cuisine, there is a 
cultural difference between Kuwait 
and Lebanon, but the restaurant is 
going to work hard in order facilitate 
these differences and copy the dining 
experience of Babel in Lebanon here 
in Kuwait.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Kuwait Fi-
nance House (KFH) has participated 
in local banks exhibition organized 
by Gulf Oil Company. KFH participa-
tion comes as part of KFH efforts to 
introduce its services and products, 
highlight KFH nature of business and 
reiterate the significance of reaching 
various tiers of customers in addition 
to the achievement of cooperation 
and coordination with various entities 
working in various fields. 

Specialized employees were able to 
present complete demonstrations and 
presentations on KFH services, prod-
ucts and financial solutions to visitors 
and Gulf Oil Company employees to 
enlighten them about all advantages 
and offers provided by the bank. These 
steps aim to reinforce communica-
tions with customers and identify their 
needs closely. 

KFH presence in its special pavilion 
provides the opportunity to answer all 
queries and questions, introduce ser-
vices and products provided by the 
bank including finance deposits, bank-

ing cards, offers, special discounts, an-
nounce profits on deposits, discounts 
granted on prepaid credit cards and 
types of banking and finance transac-
tions . 

KFH pavilion witnessed remarkable 
attendance by oil sector employees, 
thus reiterating the compatibility and 
feasibility of the services and products 
provided by KFH. Needless to say that 
KFH has a vast customers’ base and 
market share. Accordingly, it becomes 
a necessity to reach out to customers 
and update them on the latest services 
and banking products offered by the 
bank. 

The visitors of KFH pavilion praised 
the remarkable interest and care which 
they have seen from KFH employees 
who have presented a comprehensive 
vision on KFH services, products, 
business and distinguished perfor-
mance. These efforts have created a 
positive impression about KFH being 
the leading Islamic bank worldwide 
with a unique remarkable experience 
in Islamic finance services. 

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Samsung is 
celebrating the release of ‘Rogue One: 
A Star Wars Story’ by offering a spe-
cial edition wireless charger along with 
a chance to win a trip to the Star Wars 
Celebration 2017 in Florida on the pur-
chase of a Galaxy S7 edge. 

The new Galaxy S7 edge phones will 
be packaged in Rogue One branding 
as part of the campaign which will see 
Samsung running competitions across its 
social media channels and on the radio, 
with several tickets up for grabs for a 
special screening of the film in the UAE.  
One lucky winner from Kuwait, Qatar 
and Bahrain, along with a plus one, will 
be flown to Florida to enjoy the Star Wars 
Celebration 2017, set to take place from 
April 13-15,  2017, at the Orange County 
Convention Center, with the package for 
the winners including round-trip flights 
for two adults, airport transfers, hotel ac-
commodation, shopping vouchers and 
access to the Star Wars experience at the 
Magic Kingdom. The winners will be an-
nounced in late February 2017.

Tarek Sabbagh, Head of IT and Mo-
bile (IM) Division at Samsung Gulf 
Electronics commented, “Star Wars is 
a global phenomenon, with a huge fan 

base across the region. We wanted to 
celebrate the launch of the latest Star 
Wars film, Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story, by rewarding customers with 
the chance to win exceptional lifestyle 
experiences that have become synony-
mous with the Samsung brand.”   

The recommended retail price of the 
Galaxy S7 edge is KD 221, available in 
Coral Blue, Black Onyx, Gold Platinum, 
Pink Gold and Silver Titanium color op-
tions. The 5.1-inch Galaxy S7 and the 
5.5-inch Galaxy S7 edge offer a unique 
mobile experience that features an en-
hanced design, higher-quality camera, 
refined software functionality, and un-
paralleled connectivity to a galaxy of 
services, products and experiences. The 
devices are made with 3D glass and 
metal and features Always-On Display, 
IP68 water and dust resistance, and the 
world’s first Dual Pixel camera deliver-
ing brighter and sharper images, even 
in low light. Further details, including 
terms and conditions of the contest are 
available at http://www.samsung.com/
ae/star-wars-rogue-one/

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story will 
close the Dubai International Film Fes-
tival on Dec 14.

KENZO participated in Qout Market this year through 
a unique collaboration with local coffee truck, Modis-
coffee. The exciting partnership introduced a fresh and 
exciting concept to Kuwait’s favourite farmer’s market. 
KENZO’s presence at Qout also marked the first time 
an international fashion brand was featured at the pop-
ular local market.

The collaboration saw Modiscoffee, a unique arti-
sanal coffee concept in Kuwait, serve delicious hand-
crafted coffee in KENZO-branded cups, from a KENZO-
branded vintage Volkswagen KOMPI 1975 campervan. 
Visitors at Al Shaheed Park also walked away with a 
gift card to present at The Avenues KENZO boutique 
for a special, limited-edition gift. 

Qout Market started out in 2013 as a much-need-

ed platform for local farmers, craftsmen, and food 
enthusiasts looking to share their passion with an 
equally eager audience. Qout brings the local com-
munity together in a relaxed setting where they can 
learn more about the vendors and sample what’s on 
offer while mingling with the dynamic crowd and en-
joying live music.

The Parisian fashion house epitomizes the spirit of 
Qout Market, particularly in the way it approaches life 
with nonchalant conviction, an open mind and respect 
for where they have previously tread. Much like the lat-
est Fall/Winter collection itself, KENZO desires to play 
homage some of its most notable codes whilst driving 
forward with an irreverent appreciation for what is to 
come. 

New design … new interface … new features

VIVA first in Kuwait to launch ‘VIVA IR’ app
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Kuwait Tele-
communications Company VIVA, Ku-
wait’s fastest-growing and most devel-
oped telecom operator, and the leader 
company in investor relations in Kuwait 
for 2016, has announced that it is the first 
company in Kuwait to launch a mobile 
application for investor relations. This 
app has been designed to keep pace with 
the era of communications and provide 
easy access to all VIVA’s information 
at any time via mobile to be one of the 
main communication channels between 
VIVA and its shareholders, investment 
community, the concerned parties and 
all third parties. This app is available 
on mobile phones operating by IOS 
and Android Operating Systems. The 
app can be downloaded by searching 
“VIVA Investor Relations” or “VIVA 
IR” in both the App Store on Apple 
devices and Play Store on the Android-
Operated devices. 

Eng Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al 
Badran, Chief 
Executive Of-
ficer at VIVA, 
said: “Based on 
the transparency 
principle which 
represents one 
of VIVA val-
ues, we always 
seek to activate 
and enhance the 
communication 

channels with 
the investors 
and financial 
analysts through 
all the available 
communication 
methods which 
facilitate the 
public access to 
all information 
that investor 
look for through 
the most ad-
vanced commu-

nications tools. 
In 2016, VIVA contributed in investor 
conferences to enhance the communi-
cation with all investors and financial 
community.”

Abdulaziz Abdullah Al Qatei, the 
Chief Finance Officer at VIVA, said: 
“VIVA has enhanced its position in 
2016 to be one of the best companies 
in investor relations in the Middle East 
and North Africa by enhancing and 
supporting the investor relations activi-
ties and adopting the highest standards 
of professionalism and competency in 
communicating with investors and the 
investment community. Further to these 
efforts, we are proud to launch this app 
that allow all investors to access the in-
formation related to VIVA’s share per-
formance, financial information through 
the periodical reports, financial data and 
the latest news which is published by 
Investor Relations Department to be in 
line with our strategy and our commit-
ment to enhance the level of disclosure 
and transparency to the favor of our es-
teemed shareholders interest. 

Draw relaunched

Burgan Bank names
Al Thuraya winners
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Burgan Bank 
announced Bolad Fadhi Dghaiman Al 
Rashedi as the lucky winner of the 
newly re-launched Al Thuraya Salary 
Account monthly draw. The winner 
expressed his excitement for being 
presented with a Nissan Patrol SUV. 

The new draw rewards new and 
existing customers who transfer their 
salary to Burgan Bank a chance to 
win a Nissan Patrol SUV every month 
and with every KD 10 available in the 
account, the customer receives one 
chance to enter the draw.

The introduction of this new draw 
is part of Burgan Bank’s approach of 
rewarding loyal customers with higher 
chances of winning while encourag-
ing new customers to benefit from the 
bank’s unique offerings.

The Al Thuraya Account’s features 
range from the option to hold money 
in Kuwaiti dinar and any other major 
currencies, access to account-related 
services such as standing orders, loans 
and credit cards and much more. 

Ford brings SYNC3 infotainment system to Mideast
DUBAI, UAE, Dec 14: The latest 
generation of Ford’s innovative com-
munications and entertainment system 
is set to make its Middle East debut 
as the high-tech new SYNC(r)3 is 
launched on most 2017MY models. In 
addition to other new languages, Ford’s 
SYNC3 will support Arabic for the first 
time — both text and voice activation - 
enabling simpler control for Arabic-
speaking drivers.

Ford SYNC(r) already enables driv-
ers of 15-million vehicles worldwide to 
voice-activate essential in-car features, 
greatly improving ease of access to 
numerous phone and multimedia 
functions. The system has also made 
a significant contribution to driving 
safety, enabling drivers to remain 
focused on the road while accessing the 
vast range of available communication 
and multimedia features.

For the third-generation system, 
Ford has drawn on more than 22,000 
comments and insights gained from 
research clinics and surveys to ensure 
the new version is the most customer-
centric designed system. Simplifying 
the user experience by putting the audio 
and phone options customers use most 

at their fingertips, SYNC 3 has been 
further improved through increased 
processing power and a reduction in 
the number of steps required for a 
command.

With pinch-to-zoom and swipe 
gestures, SYNC3 provides customers 
with a high definition experience of the 
eight-inch touch screen that is similar 
to smartphone screens, thus making it 

easier and more intuitive to use. 
“SYNC3 brings to life even more 

innovative new ways of staying con-
nected on the move,” says Kalyana 
Sivagnanam, vice president market-
ing, sales and services, Ford Middle 
East and Africa. “SYNC3 is designed 
to complement modern smartphones, 
with an intuitive touch screen and 
an exciting array of new features, is 

significantly faster, and offers a higher 
resolution interface that is simpler, and 
easier to read and use than its predeces-
sor. For customers in the Middle East, 
considered to be among the most con-
nected customers in the world, this is a 
substantial step to staying connected on 
the move.”

Smartphone integration has been 
stepped up with several fantastic new 
features, including Apple CarPlay*, 
which allows iPhone users to make 
phone calls, access music, send and 
receive text messages, and get direc-
tions optimised for traffic conditions 
via voice control while the drivers’ eyes 
stay focused on the road. The system 
is also compatible with Siri Eyes Free 
which allows for easy access to Siri 
with iPhones connected via Bluetooth.

Android users will be able to activate 
Android Auto*, which makes the 
platform’s apps and services such as 
Google Search, Google Maps and 
Google Play Music accessible in a safe 
and seamless manner through SYNC3.

Navigation sees a greatly-improved 
system, including 3D support with 
landmarks, a Mecca compass, and 
enhanced junction view providing 

detailed lane visuals and guidance. 
Navigation also auto zooms out when 
the next manoeuvre is more than three 
kilometres away to making it easier to 
see the full route.

SYNC 3 also provides full dead 
reckoning support — which means be-
ing able to navigate even after the loss 
of GPS signal — unlike smart phone 
navigation apps in the region. The 
navigation also includes more than 3.5 
million “points of interest”, and over 
3.5 million kilometres of road. Even the 
idea of getting lost should be a distant 
memory, thanks to free map updates for 
five years — a necessity for the ever-
changing landscape of the Middle East. 

One of the main highlights is the 
Smart Fuel Indicator, for instance, 
when a vehicle is low on fuel and the 
navigation map is displayed; SYNC 3 
will automatically show the positions of 
petrol stations on the map, making sure 
customers never leave themselves high 
and dry.

Ziad Chaaban, EES Engineer, Prod-
uct Development, Ford Middle East 
and Africa, added: 

“SYNC3 now offers unique fea-
tures for the Middle East, like user 

ability to control media and climate, 
via their Bluetooth-connected phone, 
just by speaking to SYNC. Of con-
siderable importance to Middle East 
customers is the language choices for 
SYNC 3 navigation, which includes 
Arabic for the very first time, while 
customers will also have the opportu-
nity to update their maps — free for 
five years — from the comfort of their 
own homes.”

To explore the Intelligent SYNC(r)3 
Infotainment System that is available 
on most 2017MY Ford vehicles, please 
visit the Alghanim Auto New Vehicle 
Showroom in the Shuwaikh Industrial 
Area, opposite from the Classical Car 
Museum and Sirbb Circuit. Working 
hours are 9AM to 10PM from Saturday 
to Thursday. For more information, 
please call the customer care center 
at 1898900; visit www.fordalghanim.
com; or on social media @FordAl-
ghanim.

*Some of the licences for Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto are still 
being finalised for official release in 
the collective Middle East and Africa 
region, and therefore will be introduced 
as they become available in market.

Representatives of Gulf Bank and Impact and Echo accepting the award at 
the 4th  Advertising Creativity Awards Ceremony.
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home decor indoor gardening beauty tips taste buds

vinegar in toilet tank arachis hypogea split end treatment grilled banana sandwich
Just poke a hole into the lid of a vinegar bottle and 
then put the whole bottle into your toilet tank upside 
down.

Vinegar not only cleans toilet bowel stains, it also 
sanitizes surfaces. However, white vinegar is rec-
ommended because it works naturally, safely and 
effectively providing you with a clean toilet.

This method helps you save water, as the tank 
won’t fill as much, the vinegar will clean your toi-
let and tank on each flush, it leaves the bathroom 
smelling fresh and it doesn’t harm any component 
of your toilet.

The arachis hypogea or peanut plant was prob-
ably first cultivated in the valleys of Peru. The plant 
grows up to 1.0 to 1.6 ft tall. The leaves are oppo-
site, pinnate with four leaflets, each leaflet 1 to 7 cm 
long and 1 to 3 cm broad. The flowers are a typical 
peaflower in shape, 2 to 4 cm across, yellow with 
reddish veining.

Site: The plant prefers light (sandy), medium 
(loamy) and heavy (clay) soils and requires well-
drained soil.

Temperature: Ranging from 22 to 31°C.
Water:  Water them weekly until the soil is 

soaked.

Mix egg yolk in 3 tbsp olive oil and 1 tbsp honey. 
Gently massage this mask in your hair and cover 
with a shower cap. Leave it on for half an hour and 
wash it with a mild shampoo.

Another easy homemade conditioner for hair is 
honey. Mix 2 tbsp honey in 4 cups warm water and 
apply it to your hair after you shampoo/ condition 
your hair. Leave it in your hair.

Ingredients:
2 slices whole wheat bread
2 tbsp nutella / chocolate cream spread
1 Banana
Cooking spray
Method: Heat a skillet or griddle over medium 

heat, and coat with cooking spray. Spread 1 tbsp 
of chocolate cream onto one side of each slice of 
bread. Place banana slices onto the cream side of 
one slice, top with the other slice and press togeth-
er firmly. Fry the sandwich until golden brown on 
each side, about 2 minutes per side.

Dear Abby
Table manners make man
unfit for civilized company

By Abigail Van Buren

Dear Abby: I’m a 50-something single man 
living with my elderly mother. My father passed 
away a while ago, and the only members of my 
family left are me, my mom and my older sister, 
who has a 27-year-old son, “Jeff.” They do not 
live with us.

My sister has been divorced for 10 years. Jeff 
and his parents never had a scheduled dinnertime, 
and they never ate together. Jeff’s meals consisted 
of whatever he wanted, eaten in his bedroom.

Once a week, my mother makes a nice dinner 
and invites my sister and neph-
ew over. The problem is, Jeff 
was never taught proper table 
manners. He eats like a cave-
man, slurps his food and holds 
the utensils like a 2-year-old. 
It’s embarrassing. When I men-
tion this to my mother, she gets 
on my case about “criticizing” 
him. She sees the problem, but 
doesn’t want to say anything for 
fear of offending him. His moth-
er sees it, too, but does nothing. 

Jeff has no girlfriend or signifi cant other at the 
moment, but if he were to go to any “nice” restau-
rant, he’d end up looking idiotic. It has reached 
the point that I can no longer look at him while we 
are at the table because it ruins my appetite. How 
can someone tactfully teach this kid how to eat 
and conduct himself properly?

— Caveman’s Uncle
Dear Uncle: This is a sad situation, con-

sidering how many social occasions revolve 
around food. If no one ever took the time dur-
ing the last 27 years to explain basic table eti-
quette to Jeff, you can’t blame your nephew 
for his atrocious manners. 

You should speak to him about this — but 
privately — and ask if he would like you to 
give him some pointers. However, if he re-
fuses, you might be happier eating elsewhere 
when your mother invites Jeff and his mom 
for dinner.

❑        ❑        ❑

Dear Abby: Recently, my wife and I went 
dancing with my friend “Dick” and his wife. 
While I was in the middle of a conversation with 
Dick, my wife kept trying to interrupt. She even 
laid her hand on my arm to try to get my atten-
tion. I ignored her and told her later she had 
been rude to try to interrupt my conversation. 
She thinks I disrespected her and our marriage 
by putting conversation with my friend above 
her. This happens often when the four of us are 
together. 

Am I being insensitive to my wife’s feelings? 
We frequently disagree, but we have been married 
44 years. Your input would be appreciated.

— Always A Loving Husband
Dear Loving Husband: It is generally con-

sidered rude to interrupt someone when he or 
she is talking. The next time your wife does it, 
stop and ask her what’s so important. (Could 
it be that the band is playing your song?) 

However, if you have been droning on with 
your buddy for a long time, she may simply 
be craving some attention. If that’s the case, 
perhaps it would be better if you saw Dick on 
a one-to-one basis without the wives around. 
That way you won’t be interrupted.

❑        ❑        ❑

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

(Source: Universal Uclick)

Abigail Van Buren
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THURSDAY

■ IMA Counselling program: Indian 
Muslim Association, as a part of its so-
cial services gesture, is conducting a 
free to all Counselling program on “In-
vestment Opportunities for Expats” on 
Dec 15 at Indian Community School, 
Senior Branch, Salmiya from 7:00 pm 
to 9:00 pm.

Specialized experts from the fi eld will 
provide orientation to the audience on 
below topics.

1. General Investment
2. Stock Market Trading for Begin-

ners – Fundamental Analysis
3. Stock Market Trading for Begin-

ners – Technical Analysis
4. Open Interaction with audience 

with Question and answer by panelists
Please click the link below to register 

for the event.
www.imakuwait.org/iofe
For more details, please contact 

60641624, 67764245.
❑        ❑        ❑

■ ‘Still Departures’ exhibition: The 
Sultan Gallery will hold an exhibition 
titled ‘Still Departures’ by artist George 
Awde. The exhibition opens on Dec 6 
and continues through Jan 5. 

George Awde’s fi rst solo exhibition in 
Kuwait, chronicles the transitory exist-
ence of a group of young men and boys 
— many of them migrant laborers, emi-
grants from Syria and Syrian Kurdistan 
living in the context of Beirut from 2007-
2016. This exhibition considers the em-
bodiment of becoming men, while also 
appreciating issues of mobility and na-
tionality as we each etch out our place 
in this world.

Awde’s photographs question the 
relationship between citizenship, mas-
culinity, and the sense of belonging 
to a place — as well as to one’s own 
body. The work explores the scars of 
the fl esh with those of the soil. As these 
men grow and change, the photographs 
capture physical marks — in the form of 
tattoos and cuts — giving hints of strug-
gle and survival. The shape, role, and 
uses of the body change as these boys 
age — fi lling out — becoming men. Par-
allel to changing borders of manhood 
are those of physical mobility which 
widen, contract, and close in terrains of 
the changing geopolitical climate. The 
landscape allows us to consider our 
states of belonging, not just as a meto-
nym, but a portrait of Beirut’s physical 
terrain in which these processes occur 
on/through/in the bodies of individuals.

Exhibition dates: Opening: Tuesday, 
Dec 6, 2016; 7 - 9 pm; Dec 7 - Jan 5, 
2017; 10 am - 4 pm. 

❑        ❑        ❑

■ ‘Existence of Infi nity’ exhibition: 
Dar Al Funoon announces an exhibition 
by Jean Marc Dallanegra “The Exist-
ence of Infi nity”. The exhibition opens 
on Monday, Dec 5 at 7 pm in the pres-
ence of the artist. It continues through 
Dec 19, 2016.

After crossing the Sahara from north 
to south, walking for hours and days 
and with a mind as barren as the desert 
he traversed, Jean Marc Dallanegra 
had a sudden and intense sensation of 
the energy of the Earth. It was at this 
moment that he wanted to resonate that 
which appears to be empty; a journey 
from one place to another — where 
the road, the ground and the sky draw 
you in to the point of destination where 
everything conjoins at the horizon to be-
come reality. As he says, “What pleases 

me most is the existence of infi nity.”
Jean Marc Dallanegra comes from a 

family of Italian artists: They moved to 
France in 1985. After his studies, he 
travelled extensively in the Sahara and 
along the west coast of the USA. Since 
1994, Dallanegra has shown his work at 
numerous exhibitions in Europe, Leba-
non and now, for the fi rst time in Kuwait. 
Gallery hours: Sunday to Thursday: 
10 am - 1 pm & 4-8 pm. Saturday: by 
appointment. Getting to the gallery: Al-
Watiah, Behbehani Compound, House 
No 28. For further information call 
22433183.

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Writing for children at DAI: Writ-
ing for Children is a programme for 8-12 
year olds, incorporating many aspects 
of the successful “Writing to Read” pro-
gramme. 

Writing for Children - Yarmouk Cul-
tural Centre

Thursdays 3:30 - 4:30 pm
The programme is open to everyone 

and there is no fee.  However, we do 
ask that you register your child by send-
ing his/her name and age to info@dar-
museum.org.kw

❑        ❑        ❑

■ St Paul’s Church activities: English 
Worship Services on Fridays at 10.30 
am and on Sundays at 6.30 pm at St 
Paul’s Church in Ahmadi. The Friday 
English Service has got separate ses-
sions for Children and Youth. Chinese 
Worship Services on Fridays at 10.30 
am at House No 16, Street 9, Block 11, 
Salwa. Urdu Worship services on 
Thursdays at 5.35 pm at St. Paul’s 
Church, Ahmadi and on Fridays at 5.45 
pm at Diwaniya of NECK Campus, 
Kuwait City. Please contact Fr Harrison 
Chinnakumar for English and Urdu 
Congregations and his phone numbers 
are 66396539 or 239859292 and email 
address: chaplain@stpaulskuwait.com. 
For Chinese congregation, please con-
tact Zhu Peijin and her number is 
99551783 and email address is: gree-
nolivettc@hotmail.com

FRIDAY

■ CAP Rooftop season starts: Con-
temporary Art Platform (CAP) invites 
you to the electronic-music performance 

and debut of musician Van Boom album 
“BLVCK” on Friday, Dec 16, at 7:00 pm 
at the Rooftop of Contemporary Art Plat-
form. A dynamic 8 track album where 
the sonic shapes and frequencies of his 
personal narrative will be exhibited in a 
visual experience.

Due to limited seating. Kindly register 
ahead by following this link:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/van-
boom-one-night-experience-tickets-
30131659605#tickets

For details contact: Tel: +965 2492 
5636

http://capkuwait.com
www.twitter.com/capkuwait
www.facebook.com/capkuwait

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Bangladesh Embassy notice: The 
Embassy of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh in Kuwait will closed on Fri-
day, Dec 16, 2016 on the occasion of 
Victory Day of Bangladesh.

The Embassy will arrange the follow-
ing program on Friday, Dec 16, 2016 at 
Chancery to observe the Victory Day of 
Bangladesh.

Chancery Roof: 
09:00 am Ceremonial hoisting of the 

National Flag.
Multipurpose Hall:
09:15 am: Recitation from the Holy 

Quran.
09:16 am: Observance of one minute 

silence.
09:17 am: Reading out the Messag-

es.
09:30 am: Discussion on the Day
10:00 am: Speech by HE the Ambas-

sador
This is for the information of all con-

cerned.
❑        ❑        ❑

■ FBC tournament: Filipino Badmin-
ton Committee (FBC) is inviting all bad-
minton enthusiast in Kuwait to join their 
regular badminton tournament being 
held every Friday from 8 am to 7 pm 
at Kuwait Disabled Sports Club, Bin 
Khaldoun Hawalli. Over 10 badminton 
courts are now available for badminton 
practices and tournament and it is open 
for all nationalities and from different 
badminton organizations. Exclusive-pri-
vate court are also available on per hour 
rental. For more information, please 
contact Dr Chie Umandap – 97197268

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Arnis/Eskrima training: Eskrima-
dor-Kuwait a member of Cacoy Doce 
Pares World Federation now opens a 
new batch of training. Learn the Phil-
ippine national sports, which is Arnis/
Eskrima with the authentic style and 
techniques. 

Training schedule will be every Fri-
day from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm @ Kaifan 
Sports Complex-Karate Gym. Text or 
call #50292148-Herms.

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Free IFRA coaching classes: Indian 
Football Referees Association (IFRA) 
will be starting free refresher/coach-
ing classes for existing referees, new 
recruits, those aspiring to be referees 
and even those  who would like to learn 
about the laws of the game at IEAS – 
Salmiya (Don Bosco).  

Classes will be from 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm every Friday.

Those interested may call 99519439 
or get in touch with any IFRA member 
for registration.

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Tagalog Khutba for Filipinos: The 
Ministry of Awqaf, Islam Presentation 
Committee, & Kuwait Philippine Cultural 
Center (KPC Center) invites all Filipino 
Muslim & Muslima to hear Khutba 
(Sermon) in Tagalog every Friday at 
Marzouq Al-Badr Mosque, Abu Bakr 
Al-Siddeeq St (at the back of 
Ambassador Supermarket and SM 
Supermarket, near Salhiya Police 
Station & Kuwait Airways Bldg) in 
Kuwait City. 

There will be a community started 
and lunch after Friday prayers at KPC 
Center in Farwaniya. 

For further information, please call 
KPC Center, Tel 4712574.

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Redeemed Christian Church:  The 
Redeemed Christian Church of  God 
(HOD Parish) worship in English.

Celebration Service: Friday 9 am – 
11 am; Divine encounter: Sunday, 6:30 
pm – 8:30 pm; Digging Deep (Bible 
studies): Tuesday, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm; 
Night vigil every last Friday of the month 
from 10 pm.

Venue: New Mishref.  For more infor-
mation and direction please call 9927-
6603, 6557-7482. Email: rccghouseof-
davidq8@gmail.com

❑        ❑        ❑

■ Father’s Love Int’l Ministries: 
Have you had a challenging week? 
Want to hear something different for a 
change? 

Something positive and energizing? 
At FLIM, you will find all this and much 
more ... Love, laugher, life and liberty. 

You will find a community of God-
loving believers, who come every 
Friday, Saturday, Monday and 
Wednesday to praise and worship 
together. 

There always a word of blessing and 
edification for everyone who comes to 
the Father’s House. So, don’t be left 
out! Come join the family! You will be 
restored, received, renewed and greatly 
rewarded! 

Father’s Love Encounter Service on 
Friday at 11:00 am to 2:00 pm

African service on Saturday at 7:00 
pm to 9:00 pm

Empowerment Services on Monday 
at 6:30 pm 8:30 pm

Tamil Service on Wednesday at 7:00 
pm to 9:00 pm

Please call 66020972, 99874730, 
51003531

h o r o s c o p e
By Jacqueline Bigar

Happy birthday for Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016: 
This year you make headway in reaching an 
important goal. You also could see a friendship 
grow in importance. This person will be instru-
mental in expanding your horizons. If you are 
single, you will meet people easily when out 
and about. You also are likely to meet someone 
through your work. If you are attached, the two 
of you could spend more time together than 
you have in a long time. Because of both of 
your caring, you will bond more deeply. 
CANCER is as emotional as you are fiery.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 
2-So-so; 1-Difficult

Capricorn - (Dec 22 - Jan 19)

**** Enjoy being in demand; embrace your 
popularity. Don’t lose sight of who and what is 
important. Your sense of humor emerges when 

dealing with a parent or older friend. You are 
going through some changes, and others could 
be reactive. Tonight: The only answer is “yes.”

Aquarius - (Jan  20 - Feb 18)

***** You might be one of the few people 
who is working as hard as you can. Many of 
your associates could be distracted by the holi-
days. Do not feel pressured by someone else. 
Just know what is going on with him or her, 
and judge how involved you want to be. 
Tonight: Out late.

Pisces - (Feb 19 - Mar 20)

**** You might want to be less disciplined 
and more spontaneous. A friend could be very 
judgmental about your whimsical behavior. 
Know that this person just wishes he or she 
could let go like you do. There is some jealousy 
at the base of his or her reaction. Tonight: Be 
naughty.

Aries - (Mar 21 - Apr 19)

**** Tension builds because of a misunder-
standing. A power play forces your hand. The 
only way to win a power play is not to get 
involved. Opportunities occur that allow you to 
express your needs. A loved one makes you an 
offer that you can’t say no to. Tonight: Mosey 
on home.

Taurus - (Apr 20 - May 20)

***** A conversation could shake you up 
more than you realize. If you detach, you will 
understand that what is happening is meant to 
be positive, even though it might be over-
whelming. You gain a lot of insight as a result. 
Tonight: Hang out with friends.

Gemini - (May 21 - June 20)

*** Do a brief assessment, if need be. You 

could be overwhelmed by everything that hap-
pens with the holiday season. Sort through 
what is necessary to do immediately. Prioritize 
as well. A child or loved one puts a smile on 
your face. Tonight: Be disciplined when it 
comes to spending. 

Cancer - (June 21 - July 22)

**** Misunderstandings happen inadver-
tently. You might find a partner or a select 
group of people to be somewhat testy and dif-
ficult. Understand what is going on with a 
loved one by imagining what it might be like to 
be in his or her shoes. Tonight: Do your own 
thing.

Leo - (July 23 - Aug 22)

*** You might want to slow down a bit. 
Consider building up a reservoir of energy, as 
you will be entering a hectic few days where 
you will need it. Meanwhile, worry less about 

the completion of ho-hum errands. Do only 
what you must. Tonight: Time for beauty 
sleep.

Virgo - (Aug 23 - Sept 22):

**** Sometimes, you are not as grounded as 
you might like to be. An associate or two might 
need some extra time, perhaps as a result of a 
meeting. Friends seem to be a source of 
rewards once you get past your first reaction to 
their news. Tonight: Make plans for the week-
end. 

Libra - (Sept 23 - Oct 22)

***** You have a way about you that keeps 
coming through for you in different situations. 
Know that a boss is observing you. You are 
likely to make a good impression, even if you 
don’t know who this person is. Tonight: Don’t 
count on going to bed early -- not that you’ll 
want to.

Scorpio - (Oct 23 - Nov 21)

***** Look past the obvious. See more of 
what is going on behind the scenes. Once you 
have a better grasp of what is happening on 
multiple levels, you will be more content. You 
also will spend less time wondering what to do. 
Tonight: Buy some holiday concert tickets. 

Sagittarius - (Nov 22 - Dec 21)

***** One-on-one relating elicits unusually 
successful results. It makes no difference if you 
are shooting the breeze or having an important 
talk with a boss. Remain poised, even if someone 
becomes demanding. You know how to say “no.” 
Tonight: Respond to a loved one’s request.

❑       ❑       ❑

Born today: Actor Don Johnson (1949), 
civil engineer Gustave Eiffel (1832), football 
player Josh Norman (1987)

On behalf of well known scientist Honorable Dr A.Q. Khan the shirts with his signa-
tures have been awarded to Hamza Khan and Emin Nadeem for being outstanding 
speakers in the program of PAS (Pakistan Awami Society) Kuwait by Kashaf Kamal 
(President Awami Literary Society) – the Principal International School and College 
of Pakistan Kuwait  ISCP-Kuwait Col Anjam Masood, V.P. Ms Uzma Aamir and 

senior instructor Ms Shaista Tahir.
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Fox to air ‘24’ in 160 countries

BBC & ITV partner for US
streaming service BritBox
LOS ANGELES, Dec 14, (RTRS): For nearly 
as long as the BBC and ITV have made their 
programming available for Brits to stream, 
there have been American viewers seeking 
various tech workarounds to gain access to 
those streams. Those efforts are about to be 
rendered moot — for a fee. British rivals BBC 
Worldwide and ITV are teaming up to tap into 
the US streaming marketplace with the forth-
coming ad-free streaming subscription video 
on-demand (SVOD) service BritBox.

“The BBC and ITV are the two most prolific 
content producers and broadcasters in British 
television — both known for their unrivaled, 
ground-breaking shows,” said Ann Sarnoff, 
president, BBC Worldwide North America. 
“BritBox will offer a streaming experience like 
no other, with thousands of hours of programs 
across a wide variety of genres.”

AMC Networks, which operates BBC 
America as a joint venture with BBC World-
wide, will be taking a non-voting minority 
stake in the service.

BritBox will launch in the first quarter of 
2017 in the US; details about price will be 
revealed then. At the start, the service will 
premiere dramas like “New Blood,” “In the 
Dark,” and “Silent Witness,” in addition to 
hosting a library of classics like “Pride and 
Prejudice,” “Fawlty Towers,” and “Upstairs 
Downstairs.” Certain current U.K. series, 
like “EastEnders” and “Emmerdale,” will 
be available for US customers to stream as 
early as 24 hours after they appear on British 
airwaves.

BritBox will theoretically compete with RLJ 
Entertainment’s Acorn TV SVOD service, 
which since 2011 has offered a fairly wide 
array of British series like “Poirot” for the 
price of $4.99 a month, or $49.99 for a year. In 
October, AMC Networks invested $65 million 
in RLJ Entertainment.

“The BBC and ITV each have a long history 
of creating spectacular premium content and 
some of the most iconic shows on television,” 
said Josh Sapan, president and CEO of AMC 
Networks. “We are delighted to expand our 
current partnership with BBC Worldwide and 
view this investment as a strategic opportunity 
for AMC Networks to participate in a digital 
platform dedicated to offering shows of the 
highest quality.”

SNL Kagan estimates that the US stream-
ing market will be worth $8 billion by the 
end of 2016, which explains the presence of 
AMC Networks’ fingers in several different 
streaming pies. In 2015, AMC Networks beta-
launched Shudder, a horror-specific streaming 
service that costs $4.99 a month (or $49.99 for 
a year). (Shudder was initially powered by the 
tech behind SVOD service DramaFever, which 
was acquired by Warner Bros. earlier in 2016.) 
AMC Networks also has SundanceNow, an 
SVOD service dedicated to documentaries and 

indie films and series, like French-language 
spy drama “The Bureau.”

❑      ❑      ❑

Fox Networks Group will air “24: Legacy,” 
the next chapter in the Emmy Award-winning 
action series from 20th Century Fox Televi-
sion and Imagine Television, in more than 160 
countries, after the show’s Feb 5 premiere on 
Fox in the US

The series will air day-and-date — or at 
least within 24 hours of the US — across 
the majority of Fox’s territories. This is an 
established part of the studio’s international 
marketing strategy for viral, high-profile se-
ries, such as “The Walking Dead,” “Outcast,” 
and “Wayward Pines.”

Peter Rice, Fox Networks Group chairman 
and CEO, said: “The ‘24’ franchise is a true 
cultural phenomenon and we are excited to 
allow fans in these 160 countries to experience 
the next installment all at once. At a time when 
media is instantaneous and global, viewers 
around the world will now experience, in real 
time, the events of this series, which invented 
real-time storytelling.”

The “24” franchise, which premiered in 
2001, has been nominated for 73 Emmy 
awards, winning for drama series in 2006. 
Over eight seasons, lead actor Kiefer Suther-
land took seven Emmy nominations and one 
win for lead actor in a drama series. The most 
recent chapter in the franchise, “24: Live 
Another Day,” a 12-episode event series that 
premiered in 2014 on Fox, won three Emmy 
awards.

❑      ❑      ❑

The long-awaited launch date for Amazon 
Prime Video in India is expected to be an-
nounced Wednesday in Mumbai.

It had been widely expected that the stream-
ing service would launch at the time of India’s 
biggest holiday period, the Diwali festival in 
October, but that did not materialize.

In the meantime, however, Amazon India 
has been signing deals for existing and yet-
to-be-produced films with Bollywood studios 
Dharma Productions, T-Series and Vishesh 
Films. Among the films included in the 
deals are Dharma’s “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil,” 
Vishesh’s “Jannat” and “Hamari Adhuri Ka-
haani”, and T-Series’ “Simran.”

The service is also expected to announce 
local non-feature film content. A series titled 
“Power Play,” about illegal betting in cricket, 
is already in production with Excel Entertain-
ment, though Amazon has not officially con-
firmed this yet. Another show set in the gang 
world of small-town north India is expected 
to begin soon. Amazon executives were busy 
finalizing deals with a number of local content 
producers last month at India’s annual Film 
Bazaar, in Goa.

A flyer of the event A flyer of the event
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pm to 8:30 pm (Sunday through Thursday) 
or through email to ieikwt@hotmail.com. 
You may also contact engr Ashok Kumar 
(97275974) or engr Karthikeyan (99840191) 
for any further clarifi cation.

❑        ❑        ❑

KIFF anti-drugs campaign: As part of the 
Fraternity fest, Kuwait India Fraternity Forum 
(KIFF) is conducting Anti-Drugs Campaign 
among Indians living in Kuwait.  According 
to the available statistics of Indian Embassy, 
60% of the convicted Indians in Kuwaiti Jails 
are arrested on drug-related cases. The recent 
cases of death and captives of Indian drug 
abusers is a threatening news. To defend and 
to campaign against such social crisis by pro-
tecting individuals as well as the society has 
become obligatory.  In this current situation, 
Kuwait India Fraternity Forum is conducting 
campaign by distributing handouts, conduct-
ing counseling, seminars etc. to educate the 
Indians living in Kuwait informed President 
Saifudheen Nalakath in a press release. For 
more details contact: 55062071 or email at 
kiffkuwait@gmail.com.

❑        ❑        ❑

NYF offers free yoga classes: NYF Kuwait 
offers free yoga, breathing, meditation and reiki 

classes by a well-experienced female yoga teach-
er for all age groups. Classes are given on the 
basis of different health problems, stress and 
other problems by different techniques. Contact: 
99315825.

❑        ❑        ❑

Leadership Excellence Course: The 
Leadership Excellence Course (LEC) is a course 
modeled on the Seerah of Rasoolullah who is the 
best model of leadership for all mankind. The 
LEC focuses on the lessons that we can learn 
from the Seerah of Rasoolullah and see how we 
can apply them in our lives to become winners in 
this world and the next.

The objectives of the course are 1. Under-
stand what leadership is from the Seerah of 
Rasoolullah and how to apply it in our lives 
today 2. Understand the purpose of our lives 
and learn to live that purpose with confi dence 
3. Understand the importance of connecting 
to Allah and learn how to do it 4. Understand 
how to leverage your strengths and overcome 
weaknesses 5. Understand how to articulate 
your life goal and create a road map to achieve 
it.

For more information please visit www.
leckuwait.com or call 99514995 / 66363310.

❑        ❑        ❑

AWL registration: If you would like to join 
the American Women’s League (AWL), please 
call 99039723 or 94067999 or email: kuwait-
awl@yahoo.com. All American women and 
wives of Americans are welcomed.

❑        ❑        ❑

Ugandans register with UIK: Are you 
a Ugandan living and working in Kuwait? 
Would you like to get in touch with other 
Ugandans in Kuwait both socially and profes-

sionally? Then please get in touch with us. 
We would like to invite you to register with 
the Ugandans in Kuwait (UIK) association, 
an informal organization of Ugandans living 
and working in Kuwait. The purpose of this 
exercise is to get together as Ugandans and to 
consider taking the fi rst steps to establishing 
a more formal organisation. This association 
is voluntary. It is designed to create a forum 
for Ugandans in Kuwait to foster a sense of 
community, to communicate more effectively 
with each other and to encourage Ugandans out 
here to work together. We are also planning 
a celebration to mark 50 years of Ugandan’s 
Independence this year. If you have any ques-
tions regarding this association or if you are 
interested in registering, then please send us an 
email at ugandansinkuwait@gmail.com. We 
hope to hear from you soon.

❑        ❑        ❑

Free drum music classes: Free profes-
sional drum music classes are available at 
Salmiya for all age groups from beginners to 
advanced by a well experienced drum teacher. 
For more details: 94974295.

❑        ❑        ❑

Experience Science for Adults:  Regis-
tration is now open for Experience Science for 
Adults.

Why should kids have all the fun?!
The fi ve week programme  will be held 

on Saturday from 10:00 am-11:30 am at the 
Yarmouk Cultural Centre.

 Registration is limited to 16. You may 
register at either the Amricani Cultural Centre, 
Sunday to Thursday 10:00-3:00 or  the Yar-
mouk Cultural Centre, Sunday to Thursday 
10:00-6:00.

For more information, please 
email:education@darmuseum.org.kw

click

Moana
Sharqia 1 13:00 (No Fri) 
 15:15, 17:30, 19:45
Sharqia 3 12:00 (No Fri)
Muhalab 2 11:45 (No Fri)
 14:00, 16:15, 18:30
Fanar 2 11:30 (No Fri)
 13:45, 16:00, 18:15
Marina 3 12:30 (No Fri)
 14:45, 17:00, 19:15
Avenues 1 12:30 (No Fri)
 17:00
Avenues 2 11:30 (Sat)
 13:45, 16:15 (Fri, Sat)
 14:15, 16:45, 
 19:15 (No Fri, Sat)
Avenues 4 15:45 (No Fri)
 18:15 
Avenues 7 13:00 (No Fri)
 15:30
Avenues 11 11:30 (No Fri)
 16:30, 19:00
360° 7 12:00 (No Fri)
 14:30, 17:00, 19:30
360° 9 15:00
 17:30 (No Thu)
360° 12 13:00 (No Fri)
 15:30, 18:00, 20:30
360° 15 11:30 (Sat)
 13:45, 16:15 (Fri, Sat)
 14:15, 16:45, 
 19:15 (No Fri, Sat)
Al-Kout 2 12:45 (No Fri)
 15:00, 17:15, 19:30
Bairaq 1 11:45 (Thu, Sat)
 14:00 (Thu, Fri, Sat)
 16:15, 18:30
Laila 15:30, 17:45

Taht Al Tarabeza (Arabic Film)
Sharqia 1 22:15
Muhalab 1 00:15
Fanar 3 12:00 (No Fri)
 14:15
Marina 1 15:45
Avenues 1 22:30, 00:45
360° 2 15:45, 20:15, 22:30, 
 00:45
360° 9 22:15
Al-Kout 3 15:45, 00:45
Bairaq 2 23:30

Collateral Beauty
Sharqia 1 00:30
Sharqia 3 14:30, 19:00
Muhalab 1 12:45 (No Fri)
 15:00
Muhalab 2 20:45, 23:00, 01:15
Fanar 1 13:30, 15:45, 18:00, 
 20:15, 22:30, 00:45
Marina 1 11:45 (No Fri)
 18:00
Marina 3 21:30, 23:45
Avenues 4 11:30 (No Fri)
 13:30, 20:45, 23:00, 
 01:15

Avenues 6 12:30 (No Fri)
 14:45, 17:00, 19:15, 
 21:30, 23:45
Avenues 8 00:30
Avenues 10 16:00
360° 8 11:30 (No Fri)
 13:45, 16:00, 18:15, 
 20:30, 22:45, 01:00
360° 9 12:45 (No Fri)
 20:00
360° 10 01:00
Al-Kout 4 12:15 (No Fri)
 19:00, 23:30
Bairaq 3 12:30 (No Fri)
 14:45, 17:00, 00:30

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
Sharqia 2 12:30 (No Fri)
 15:30, 18:30, 21:30, 
 00:30
Sharqia 3 23:30
Muhalab 1 17:15
Muhalab 3 12:00 (No Fri)
 15:00, 18:00, 21:00, 
 00:05
Fanar 2 20:30, 23:15
Fanar 4 13:00 (No Fri)
 15:45, 18:30, 21:15, 
 00:05
Marina 1 00:30
Marina 2 11:30 (No Fri)
 14:30, 17:30, 20:30, 
 23:30
Avenues 1 19:30
Avenues 2 18:45, 21:45, 
 00:30 (Fri, Sat)
 23:30, 21:45, 
 00:30 (No Fri, Sat)
Avenues 3 22:00
Avenues 5 12:00, 15:00 (No Fri)
 18:00 (No Thu, Sun)
 21:00, 00:05
Avenues 9 11:45 (No Fri)
 14:30, 17:30, 20:30, 
 23:30
Avenues 11 13:45, 21:30, 00:30
360° 1 11:30 (No Fri)
 14:30, 17:30, 20:30, 
 23:30
360° 2 12:45 (No Fri)
360° 9 00:30
360° 10 13:00 (No Wed)
 16:00, 19:00, 22:00
360° 12 23:00
360° 13 12:15 (No Fri)
 15:15, 18:15, 21:15, 
 00:15
360° 14 13:30 (Fri, Sat)
 16:30 (No Mon)
 19:30, 22:30
360° 15 18:45, 21:45, 
 00:30 (Fri, Sat)
 11:30, 21:45, 
 00:30 (No Fri, Sat)
Al-Kout 1 13:15 (No Fri)
 16:00, 18:45, 21:30, 
 00:15

Bairaq 1 13:15 (No Thu, Fri, Sat)
 21:00, 23:45
Bairaq 2 12:45 (No Fri)
 15:30, 18:15
Bairaq 3 19:15
Plaza 16:00 (No Fri)
Laila 20:00, 22:45

Mantaqh Mahzourah (Arabic Film)
Sharqia 3 16:45, 21:15
Muhalab 1 20:15, 22:15
Fanar 5 19:00, 21:00, 23:00
Marina 1 14:00, 20:15, 22:30
Avenues 3 12:00 (No Fri)
 14:00, 16:00, 18:00, 
 20:00
360° 11 12:45 (No Fri)
 15:00, 17:00, 19:15, 
 21:15, 23:15
Al-Kout 3 20:45, 22:45
Bairaq 2 21:15
Bairaq 3 22:15

Into The Forest
Fanar 3 16:30, 21:30, 23:45
Avenues 7 18:15, 20:30, 22:45, 
 01:00
360° 3 12:30 (No Fri)
 15:00, 17:15, 19:30, 
 21:45, 00:05
360° 4 01:00
Al-Kout 4 14:30, 16:45, 21:15

Miss Sloane
Fanar 3 18:30
Fanar 5 13:45, 16:15
Avenues 10 13:00 (No Fri)
 18:30, 21:15, 00:15
360° 6 11:45 (No Fri)
 14:45, 17:45, 20:30, 
 23:15
Al-Kout 2 21:45, 00:30
Al-Kout 3 13:15 (No Fri)
 18:00

The Last King
Fanar 5 11:30 (No Fri)
 01:00
Avenues 3 01:00
360° 5 15:00, 21:30, 23:45
360° 11 01:15

Laf Wa Dawaran (Arabic Film)
Avenues 1 14:45
360° 2 18:00

Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them

Avenues 8 12:15 (No Fri)
360° 7 22:00

Trolls
Avenues 8 15:00
360° 4 11:45 (No Fri)
 16:45

Dear Zindagi (Hindi Film)
Avenues 8 17:15 (No Sun)
Plaza 21:15 (No Thu) 
Ajial 1 22:00 (No Thu)

The Neighbor
Avenues 8 20:15, 22:15
360° 4 19:00, 21:00, 23:00

Jack Reacher: Never Go Back
360° 4 14:15

Wolves At The Door
360° 5 13:15 (No Fri)
 19:45
360° 14 01:15

Allied
360° 5 17:15
360° 7 00:45

Dhruva (Telugu Film)
Plaza 15:45 (Fri)
 21:00 (Thu)
Ajial 1 16:00 (Fri)
 19:00
 22:00 (Thu)

Ae Dil Hai Mushkil (Hindi Film)
Ajial 1 16:00 (No Fri)

Wajah Tum Ho (Hindi Film)
Ajial 2 15:45, 18:30, 21:30

Ore Mukham (Malayalam Film)
Plaza 18:45
Ajial 3 16:15, 18:45, 21:15

Kattappanayile Rithwik Roshan 
(Malayalam Film)

Ajial 4 15:30, 18:30, 
 21:30 (Thu)

Nanna Nenu Naa Boyfriends 
(Telugu Film)

Ajial 4 15:30, 18:30, 
 21:30 (No Thu)

IMAX
Imax film programme at The Scientific 
Center

Sunday 
Humpback Whales 3D  10:30 am,
 07:30 pm 
Flying Monsters 3D 11:30 am,
 06:30 pm, 09:30 pm
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D  12:30 pm

Journey to Space 3D  05:30 pm
Secret Ocean 3D 08:30 pm

Monday 
Humpback Whales 3D 12:30 pm,
 06:30 pm
Flying Monsters 3D 10:30 am,
 05:30 pm, 08:30 pm
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D 09:30 pm
Journey to Space 3D 11:30 pm,
 07:30 pm

Tuesday 
Humpback Whales 3D  11:30 am
 09:30 pm
Flying Monsters 3D 12:30 pm,
 05:30 pm, 08:30 pm
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D 10:30 am
Journey to Space 3D 06:30 pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 07:30 pm

Wednesday  
Humpback Whales 3D  05:30 am
Flying Monsters 3D 11:30 am

06:30 pm, 09:30 pm
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D 08:30 pm
Journey to Space 3D 12:30 pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 10:30 am
Secret Ocean 3D 07:30 pm

Thursday 
Humpback Whales 3D 11:30 am

06:30 pm, 09:30 pm
Flying Monsters 3D  10:30 am
 07:30 pm
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D 05:30 pm
Journey to Space 3D 08:30 pm
Secret Ocean 3D 12:30 pm

Friday 
Humpback Whales 3D  08:30 pm 
Flying Monsters 3D 02:30 pm,

06:30 pm, 09:30 pm
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D 03:30 pm
Journey to Space 3D 04:30 pm
Secret Ocean 3D 07:30 pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 05:30 am

Saturday 
Showtime Available for Groups 09:30 am
Humpback Whales 3D 10:30 am
 07:30 pm
Flying Monsters 3D  11:30 am, 02:30 pm,
 05:30 pm, 08:30 pm 
Kenya: Animal Kingdom 3D 04:30 pm,
 09:30 pm
Journey to Space 3D  01:30 pm, 
 06:30 pm
Secret Ocean 3D 03:30 pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World    12:30 pm 

Notes: All films are in Arabic. For  
English, headsets are available upon 
request. Film schedule is subject to chang-
es without notice. 

For information call 1 848 888 or visit 
www.tsck.org.kw

How to find us
1. 360° Zahra’a Area, South Surra, 6th Ring Road, corner of
 King Faisal Highway
2. Ajial Ajial Complex, Fahaheel
3. Al Bairaq Between Jaber Al Ali East & Al Agalia West
4. Al Fanar Al Fanar Complex, Salem Al Mubarak Street, near
 Sultan Center, Salmiya
5. Al Kout Al-Kout Complex, at the end of the Coastal Road,
 Fahaheel
6. Al Muhalab Al Muhalab Complex, Behind Hawally Clinic, Hawally
7. Al Sharqiya Arabian Gulf Street, Souq Sharq, near the Amiri Hospital
8. Laila Gallery Salem Al Mubarak Street, near Sultan Center, Salmiya
9. Marina Marina Mall, Between Salem Al Mubarak Street &
 Arabian Gulf Street, Salmiya
10. Metro Metro Complex, Farwaniya, near Crowne Plaza Hotel &
 Farwaniya Garden
11. Plaza Salem Al Mubarak Street, near Sultan Center, Salmiya
12. The Avenues The Avenues Mall, Al Reggai near Al Rai, 5th Ring
 Road  & Ghazali Road Intersection

NB: Friday no show before 1:30 pm
Regular show KD3:000; 3D-Digital — KD3.500; VIP show — 

KD6.000. ‘On Monday, price is KD1.500 except Digital movies. 
Cinescape cinema movies inquiries and Fax Back hotline 1803456

13. The Scientific Center – IMAX  Opp Holiday Inn, Salmiya, Gulf Road

14. Grand Al-Hamra  Grand Al-Hamra, tel: 22270333, www.grand cinemas.com

15. Grand Gate        Grand Gate, tel: 22056464, www.grandcinemas.com

 Cinema programme from Thursday 15/12/2016 to Wednesday 21/12/2016

 Cinema
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Chubby babies on the decline

Zika can keep growing in infant brains even after birth
NEW YORK, Dec 14, (Agencies): US re-
searchers have found evidence of the Zika vi-
rus replicating in fetal brains for up to seven 
months after the mother became infected with 
the virus, and they showed the virus can persist 
even after birth, according to a study published 
on Tuesday.

The findings confirm earlier observations 
from case studies suggesting that the mosquito-
borne Zika virus can grow in fetal brains and 
women’s placentas.

“Our findings show that Zika virus can con-
tinue to replicate in infants’ brains even after 
birth, and that the virus can persist in placentas 
for months — much longer than we expected,” 
Julu Bhatnagar, lead of the molecular pathol-
ogy team at CDC’s Infectious Diseases Pathol-
ogy Branch and the study’s lead author, said in 
a statement.

The findings help explain how the virus 
causes devastating birth defects and pregnancy 
losses even if a woman had only a minor ill-
ness. Last month, the World Health Organiza-
tion declared that Zika no longer constitutes 
an international emergency, but stressed the 
need for a long-term effort to address the virus, 
which has been linked to thousands of birth de-
fects and neurological complications.

For the study, CDC researchers tested tis-
sues from 52 patients with suspected Zika 
virus infection, including brain tissues from 
eight infants who had microcephaly and later 
died. They also tested placental tissues from 44 
women — 22 of whom delivered apparently 
healthy babies and 22 whose pregnancies ended 
in miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth or who deliv-
ered babies with microcephaly. Zika has been 
shown to cause microcephaly, a rare birth de-
fect in which infants are born with undersized 
heads and brains, which can cause life-long dis-
ability.

The researchers found Zika genetic material 
in fetal brain tissue and placentas more than 

David Freedman, the lead author.
“People are thrilled,” he said.
Freedman said reasons are uncertain for the 

decline, but it came amid changes designed to 
improve nutrition and health in food packages, 
including more whole grains, fruits and vegeta-
bles. Also, breast-feeding among participating 
women increased in 2009 and that can protect 
against obesity.

The results echo a reported decline in older 
children in the program, referred to as WIC for 
women, infants and children. Also previous 
CDC data showed a similar decline in all US 
youngsters from 2 to 5 years old, from about 14 
percent in 2004 to 9 percent in 2014, coinciding 
with national campaigns targeting childhood 
obesity. Obesity rates tend to be higher in chil-
dren from low-income families including WIC 
participants.

Dr David Ludwig, director of obesity pre-
vention at Boston Children’s Hospital, called 
the results encouraging but said, “It’s too soon 
to tell whether these new data represent a sta-
tistical fluke or evidence of real progress with 
the pediatric obesity epidemic. “The research-
ers analyzed WIC survey data from 2000 to 
2014 involving almost 17 million infants and 
young children. Rates increased early on, then 
remained stable from 2004 to 2010 until the 
decline.

Doctors don’t usually describe babies as 
obese, but measure their risk using a weight-
for-length ratio. Those with a high ratio, gener-
ally heavier than 95 percent of their peers, face 
an increased chance of becoming obese later 
on.

Whether the decline has continued is uncer-
tain and the study didn’t track infants to see if 
they became overweight or obese later on.

According to the CDC, US obesity rates total 
almost 18 percent among all 6- to 11-year-olds 
and nearly 21 percent among 12- to 19-year-
olds

HTLV-1 virus more deadly for men

Sneaky virus ‘goes easy on women to infect kids’
PARIS, Dec 14, (AFP): At least one kind of 
virus has become less lethal when targeting 
a woman to ensure she does not die before 
it can infect her offspring, according to a 
study released Tuesday.

For years, scientists assumed that the 
HTLV-1 virus — which can cause leukae-
mia among other illnesses — was more 
deadly for men because women had a 
stronger immune system, at least for that 
particular bug.

But new evidence, published in the jour-
nal Nature Communications, shows the vi-
rus has adapted through evolution to take 
advantage of an opportunity that males can-
not offer.

“The reason why these illnesses are less 
virulent in women is that the virus wants to 
be passed from mother to child,” explained 
Vincent Jansen, co-author of the study and 

a professor at the University of London.
This can happen, he added, either at birth 

or during breast feeding.
As Charles Darwin discovered, the evo-

lutionary strategies that creatures devise 
to attract mates or prey, or avoid getting 
eaten, are endlessly complex and surpris-
ing.

Exactly how viruses — microscopic par-
ticles that have relatively simply genetic ma-
terial — can detect and adjust to the gender 
of the host they infect remains unknown.

But using complex mathematical models, 
Jansen and fellow University of London re-
searcher Francisco Ubeda showed that no 
other explanation is nearly as plausible.

They compared the incidence and pro-
gression of HTLV-1 in Japan and the Carib-
bean.

In Japan, they found the virus was near-

ly three times more likely to graduate to 
deadly adult T-cell leukaemia in men than 
in women.

In the Caribbean, however, the chances 
of the virus mutating into its lethal form was 
roughly equal for both sexes.

The reason, they surmised, was a differ-
ence in how infants are reared.

Breastfeeding — one of the ways the vi-
rus can be passed from mother to infant — 
is more common and prolonged in Japan, 
“prompting the virus to become less fatal in 
women”, they concluded.

A virus replicates only inside the living 
cells of other organisms, including plants, 
animals and bacteria.

Viral diseases range from the common 
cold to smallpox, hepatitis, dengue, Ebola, 
measles and AIDS. They kill millions of peo-
ple every year.

seven months after the mothers contracted the 
virus. In one case, they also found evidence of 
the virus growing in an infant with microcepha-
ly who died two months after birth.

Of the eight infants who had microcephaly 
and later died, all tested positive for Zika. The 
mothers of all eight of these infants contracted 
Zika during the first trimester of pregnancy, 
adding to prior evidence that Zika is most dan-
gerous early in pregnancy.

“We don’t know how long the virus can 
persist, but its persistence could have implica-
tions for babies born with microcephaly and 
for apparently healthy infants whose mothers 

had Zika during their pregnancies,” said Bhat-
nagar, whose findings were published in CDC’s 
Emerging Infectious Diseases journal.

There are no treatments or vaccines for Zika, 
which previously had been seen causing only 
mild disease.

❑      ❑      ❑

A decline in chubby babies and toddlers is 
providing a glimmer of good news in the fight 
against childhood obesity.

The trend was found in a study of children 
up to age 2 enrolled in a US nutrition assistance 
program for low-income women and children. 

Half of all US infants up to 12 months old are 
enrolled in the program.

The rate of youngsters at risk for obesity fell 
during the study, from almost 15 percent in 
2010 to 12 percent overall in 2014, researchers 
from the federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported Tuesday in the journal 
Pediatrics.

The rate declined in all ages studied. It was 
lowest — about 8 percent in 2014 — for the 
youngest infants, from 3 to 5 months, versus 
almost 15 percent among toddlers.

The results were unexpected, given rising 
rates earlier in the decade, said CDC researcher 
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Russian producers agree to cut oil output but details elusive
LONDON, Dec 14, (RTRS): OPEC on Wednesday signalled 
a growing oil supply surplus next year unless members im-
plement their deal to curb output from record levels and 
outside producers also deliver on cutback pledges made at 
the weekend.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries pumped 33.87 
million barrels per day (bpd) last month, according to fi gures OPEC col-
lects from secondary sources, up 150,000 bpd from October, OPEC said in 

a monthly report.
OPEC’s own fi gures show the group’s output has continued to rise, adding to 

a global glut, ahead of the January start of its fi rst supply cut agreement since 
2008. This could raise questions about its ability to comply fully with the deal.

But OPEC was hopeful that supply curbs pledged by Russia and other non-mem-
bers at the weekend, in addition to its own reductions, will tackle the surplus and 
support prices, which at $55 a barrel are still half the level of mid-2014.

The non-OPEC cuts should help to “accelerate the reduction of global inventories 
and bring forward the rebalancing of the oil market to the second half of 2017,” 
OPEC said in the report.

TEHRAN, Dec 14, (AFP): Iran signed 
preliminary agreements with Russia’s 
Gazprom on Tuesday to develop two 
major oil fi elds in the latest of a fl urry 
of deals with foreign fi rms, local media 
reported.

The deals open the way for Gazprom 
to carry out studies at the Cheshme-
kosh and Changouleh fi elds near the 
border with Iraq, according to the Sha-
na news agency, which is linked to the 
oil ministry. That adds to fi ve other oil 
fi elds that have already been earmarked 
for Russian fi rms Lukoil, Tatneft and 
Zarubezhneft.

The latest deal was signed by Rus-
sian Energy Minister Alexander No-
vak, who is visiting Tehran with a 
500-strong business delegation.

Russia and Iran have had diffi cult 
relations in the past, but now fi nd 
themselves close military allies in their 
support for Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad, and keen to deepen their eco-
nomic relationship.

Iran has announced a slew of en-
ergy deals with foreign fi rms in recent 
weeks, despite uncertainty around the 
incoming US administration of Donald 
Trump, who has vowed to take a more 
confrontational stance towards Tehran.

Last week, Anglo-Dutch giant Shell 
signed an initial accord to explore two 
of Iran’s largest oil fi elds at South 
Azadegan and Yadavaran, as well as 
the Kish gas fi eld.

That followed an initial deal with 
France’s Total last month to develop 

part of the South Pars gas fi eld — a 
project worth an estimated $4.8 billion.

But doubts persist over how these 
deals will be fi nanced so long as Iran 
remains frozen out of the international 
fi nance system by continuing US sanc-
tions. The Iranian government also 
faces push-back at home from hardlin-
ers opposed to handing major energy 
deals to foreigners. The paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guards, which controls 
vast swathes of the energy sector, said 
in October that it was shameful for 
Iranian fi rms to be subordinated to for-
eigners.

The government has countered that 
Iran’s dilapidated energy infrastructure 
urgently needs an infusion of foreign 
cash, technology and know-how.

OPEC signals larger 2017 oil surplus

Donating stocks to charity could help avert capital gains tax

5 ways to lower your tax bill now

LONDON, Dec 14, (RTRS): 
Saudi Arabia has transformed 
sentiment in the oil market by 
assembling an unprecedented 
coalition of oil producing coun-
tries to agree output cuts in 2017.

Saudi offi cials have obtained 
pledges from OPEC members 
to cut production by almost 1.2 
million barrels per day and from 
non-OPEC members by an extra 
560,000 bpd during the fi rst half 
of 2017.

In the process, Saudi negotia-
tors wrong-footed many hedge 
fund managers, who had estab-
lished large short positions in 
futures and options last month 
expecting there would be no deal 
or only a very weak one.

Hedge fund managers in-
creased their short positions in 
the three main crude futures and 
options contracts by more than 
200 million barrels between Oct 
18 and Nov 22 amid scepticism 
about any deal.

But as negotiators narrowed 
their differences and then an-
nounced a deal among OPEC 
members nearly all those posi-
tions were closed: shorts were 
reduced by 174 million barrels in 
just two weeks between Nov 22 
and Dec 6.

Saudi Arabia thus executed a 
successful short squeeze (wheth-
er that was the intention or not) 
and forced crude prices higher 
as bearish fund managers were 
forced to buy back their loss-
making short positions.

Hedge funds in turn fuelled 
the rally by opening an extra 154 
million barrels of crude long po-
sitions over the last four weeks, 
including 94 million barrels 
opened the week after the OPEC 
deal was announced.

The hedge fund community 
has therefore pivoted from a 
relatively bearish position on 
Nov 15 (when funds held a net 
long position of just 422 million 
barrels) to a bullish one on Dec 6 
(with a record net long position 
of 895 million barrels).

Trading
Brent prices have been jolted 

up from less than $45 per barrel 
in mid-November to over $55 in 
recent trading.

And Brent time spreads, seen 
as an indication of the expected 
supply-demand balance, have 
strengthened, though most of 
the tightening has come after the 
fi rst half of 2017.

The abrupt shift in sentiment 
has led many analysts to con-
clude OPEC has returned to its 
former role as an active market 
manager after a number of years 
as a passive onlooker.

OPEC’s return may be over-
stated. As in the past, the key 
role has been played by Saudi 
Arabia, in conjunction with its 
close allies, with Riyadh per-
suading other producers to lend 
symbolic support.

Nonetheless, Saudi Arabia 
has succeeded in banishing the 
bearishness that haunted the oil 
market over the last six months 
and converting most hedge fund 
managers into oil bulls.

The resulting increase in pric-
es will make all OPEC and non-

OPEC producers better off and 
helps vindicate the deal.

Oil exporters are less likely 
to cheat if the deal delivers the 
promised signifi cant improve-
ment in revenues, at least at fi rst.

All the components for a suc-
cessful deal to restrict oil output, 
cut excessive stockpiles, and 
drive crude prices higher have 
fallen into place.

Market conditions and price 
movements resemble those dur-
ing previous successful deals in 
1999/2000 and 2008/09.

The International Energy 
Agency assesses the OPEC and 
non-OPEC agreements could 
move the crude market into a 
defi cit of 0.6 million bpd during 
the fi rst half of 2017, if they are 
implemented fully.

Full compliance is unlikely. 
Energy professionals expect 
OPEC countries to achieve only 
around half of the promised cuts. 
But the assessment gives some 
indication of how much non-
compliance could be tolerated 
before the deal unravels.

Avert
The challenge for the Saudis 

now is to keep the hedge fund 
managers on side to avert a sell 
off that could push prices lower 
again.

Many funds appear to fol-
low momentum-based strategies 
(buying when prices are rising 
and selling when they are falling).

So the very large concentra-
tion of hedge fund long positions 
has created signifi cant downside 
price risk if prices stop rising and 
start to pull back.

To keep the funds bullish, the 
Saudis need to turn the OPEC 
and non-OPEC agreements into 
a evidence of a real reduction in 
crude supplies and a drawdown 
in stocks.

Saudi Arabia and a number of 
other exporting countries have 
already begun to notify refi ners 
shipments will be cut in January, 
with news leaked to the media.

Since stockpiles are most 
transparent and reported with the 
highest frequency in the United 
States, it would make sense to 
engineer a reduction in ship-
ments to the United States and 
try to cut stocks on US territory.

Nothing succeeds like suc-
cess. Saudi Arabia needs clear 
evidence the deal is working to 
keep the hedge funds long and 
prices high, which in turn will 
encourage compliance with the 
deal, at least in the early stages.

The biggest risks come from 
non-compliance by OPEC mem-
bers or Russia; a sharp rise in 
shale output; rising production 
from uncapped producers Libya 
and Nigeria; a drop in oil de-
mand; or a fall in crude prices 
themselves. If oil prices start 
falling, many hedge funds with 
long positions may be tempted 
to reduce them and take some 
profi ts.

The risks from all these sourc-
es are considerable and are likely 
to increase over time; any one of 
them could cause the OPEC and 
non-OPEC agreement to unravel 
if the gains from cooperation 
start to fade.

Hedge funds wrong-footed

Saudi engineers big shift
in crude market sentiment

WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (AFP): The 
head of the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries on Tues-
day hailed US President-elect Donald 
Trump’s nomination of ExxonMobil 
CEO Rex Tillerson to be the next sec-
retary of State.

“It’s an understatement to say that 
Rex is more than qualifi ed to occupy 
this very important offi ce, particularly 
at these challenging times,” OPEC 
Secretary-General Mohammad Sanusi 
Barkindo said.

Barkindo was speaking at a forum 
on the global outlook for oil at the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, where Tillerson is a member 
of the board of trustees.

Trump earlier Tuesday unveiled 
Tillerson as his pick for the top Ameri-
can diplomat, drawing sharp criticism 
because of the oil executive’s close 
ties to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin as well as his lack of experience 
in public service. But Barkindo said 
Tillerson “will be a great asset to the 
incoming administration,” and called 
the appointment “well-deserved.”

In a bid to end a global supply glut, 
which had sent prices tumbling over 
the summer, OPEC in November 
agreed to cut output by 1.2 million 
barrels per day. And 11 non-OPEC 
members on Saturday also agreed to 
cut production by more than a half-
million barrels per day.

OPEC chief hails Tillerson
pick for secretary of State

Chairman of the management Board of Russian 
Gazprom Neft oil company Alexander Novak (seated 
left), and Managing Director of Iran’s Central Oil Fields 
Company Salbali Karimi sign a memorandum of under-
standing as Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh (top 
right), and Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak 

look on in Tehran, Iran on Dec 13. Iran and Russia 
signed memorandums of understanding on Tuesday to 
develop two oil fi elds in western Iran in a bid to boost 
its crude production. The two countries signed MOUs 
to study the Cheshmeh-Khosh and Changuleh fi elds of 
Iran. (AP)

Russian giant to develop to major oil fi elds

Iran signs two oil deals with Gazprom

To speed it up, OPEC last month fi -
nalised a plan to cut output by about 1.20 
million bpd from Jan 1 to 32.50 million 
bpd. On Saturday, non-member countries 
pledged curbs of around 560,000 bpd in 
the fi rst such move since 2001.

The report is the latest to show output 
hitting new peaks. The November OPEC 
production fi gure is the highest since at 
least 2008, according to a Reuters review 
of past OPEC reports.

OPEC’s fi gures show more than two-
thirds of November’s extra barrels came 
from Libya and Nigeria, both of which 
are exempt from cutting output because 
their production has been curbed by con-
fl ict. Total output is 1.37 million bpd 
above the new target. In the report, OPEC 
raised its forecast of non-OPEC supply 
slightly in 2017 to 300,000 bpd, although 
it said the forecast was under review fol-
lowing Saturday’s meeting.

With the demand for OPEC crude in 
2017 expected to average 32.63 million 
bpd, the report indicates there will be an 
average surplus of 1.24 million bpd if 
OPEC keeps output steady. Last month’s 
report pointed to a 950,000 bpd surplus.

OPEC did not give a detailed forecast 
of the outlook if all parties cut supply 
as promised. The International Energy 
Agency said on Tuesday the market could 
show a shortfall of 600,000 bpd early 
next year in this scenario.

Meanwhile, Russia’s energy minis-
ter said on Wednesday he had reached a 
framework agreement with oil companies 
on how to implement an output cut, but 
the producers said there were still details 
to be worked out.

There are doubts that Russian oil com-
panies, with their own interests and plans, 
will be able to hammer out a joint strategy 
to cut the country’s production, which has 
reached a post-Soviet high of more than 
11 million barrels per day (bpd).

Russia as well as other non-OPEC and 
OPEC producers have agreed to slash out-
put by almost 1.8 million bpd to fi ght global 
oversupply, which has hammered the price 
of oil, the chief commodity export for Mos-
cow and some other developing countries.

Of that, Russia has pledged to cut out-
put by 300,000 bpd to 10.947 million bpd 
in the fi rst six months of 2017.

“We agreed that the reduction will be 
in proportion to the production volumes 
(of each company),” Energy Minister 
Alexander Novak told reporters after 
meeting 12 oil producers that account for 
around 90 percent of Russian output.

This is the fi rst such deal between the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries and Russia since 2001, when 
Moscow agreed to cut oil exports by 
150,000 bpd — a promise it later reneged 
on due to rising oil prices.

NMC buys Sharjah’s Al Zahra UK’s Petrofac halting Tunisia gas output again

United Arab Emirates-based 
healthcare provider NMC Health 
is buying the Al Zahra Hospital 
in Sharjah for $560 million, the 
London-listed company said on 
Wednesday, as it pushes ahead 
with its expansion in the UAE and 
the Gulf.

The acquisition will be funded by 
a mix of equity and debt with NMC 
placing around 10 percent of its 
issued share capital equivalent to 
$300 million, Prasanth Manghat, 

deputy chief executive, told Reu-
ters.

NMC’s three largest sharehold-
ers, who together control 61.6 per 
cent of NMC, plan to subscribe for 
up to $170 million of the place-
ment, he said.

The placement, launched on 
Wednesday, is being done through 
a book-building process, he said.

The balance will be funded from 
new loan facilities of $1.40 billion 
provided by JP Morgan Ltd and 

Standard Chartered Bank, with 
the new facilities to include an 
18-month bridge facility.

NMC’s shares fell 3.3 percent on 
the news to 14 pounds in London 
at 11:32 GMT.

NMC, like a number of other 
healthcare companies, is benefi t-
ing from substantial growth in the 
Gulf’s healthcare market as an 
increasingly wealthy population 
becomes more susceptible to dis-
eases such as diabetes. (RTRS)

Oil and gas industry contractor 
Petrofac is halting gas production in 
Tunisia after two weeks of renewed 
protests on the southern Kerkennah 
islands, offi cials said on Wednes-
day.

The announcement comes just 
three months after Petrofac restart-
ed operations at Kerkennah’s Cher-
gui gas fi eld, following nine months 
of disruptions due to protests.

Petrofac had threatened in Sep-
tember to shut down operations 

entirely and leave Tunisia, but the 
government reached a deal with 
protesters demanding jobs and de-
velopment.

Tunisian Energy Minister Hela 
Cheikh Rouhou said the production 
stoppage had been expected be-
cause protesters “had not respected 
the deal signed in September”.

“Unfortunately, trucks have been 
blocked several times to force Petro-
fac to close the fi eld,” she told Mosa-
ique FM radio.

A senior Petrofac offi cial con-
fi rmed that production was being 
stopped after stocks had run out 
during two weeks’ of protests.

He declined to comment on local 
media reports that the company had 
once again told Tunisian authorities 
it would leave the country. Petrofac’s 
operations supply around 13 percent 
of Tunisia’s domestic gas needs. It 
holds a 45 percent share at Chergui, 
with the rest held by a state-run com-
pany. (RTRS)

NEW YORK, Dec 14, (AP): Many 
people don’t think about their taxes 
until springtime, but putting it off 
could mean owing more.

If you want to try to lower your tax 
bill, the important date isn’t in April 
— it’s Dec. 31. Tax pros say you still 
can make a few money-saving ma-
neuvers before the calendar seals the 
fate of your 2016 return.

■ Make A Donation
Last-minute charitable contribu-

tions can be tax-deductible — even if 
you make them on a credit card, ac-
cording to Christi Bender, a certifi ed 
public accountant in Phoenixville, 
Pennsylvania. The date of paying off 
the card balance isn’t a factor.

Beware that donations can take 
time to process.

“The day after Christmas is pret-
ty much your last day to deal with 
charitable contributions, even on the 
credit card,” Bender says. “You want 
to make sure it hits the current state-
ment.”

■ Offset capital gains
If you’ll have capital gains to 

reckon with, consider selling off 
some underperformers in your port-
folio, says tax adviser Grant Keebler 
of Keebler & Associates in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. 

The IRS lets investors use some 
capital losses to offset taxable capital 
gains, which means, for example, a 
$4,000 loss you take on a stock by 
Dec. 31 might effectively cancel out 
$4,000 in capital gains during the 

year.
Donating appreciated assets such 

as stocks to charity also could help 
avert capital gains tax, Keebler notes. 
Giving away $1,000 worth of stock 
that you bought for $100 could gar-
ner a $1,000 donation write-off, for 
instance, and save you from paying 
capital gains tax on the $900 profi t 
you would have made from its sale.

■ Get out of the offi ce
End-of-year business travel and 

even working from home could low-
er your tax bill if you work in a city 
with a wage tax, Bender says. Phila-
delphia, for example, has a tax of up 
to 3.9 percent on wages, commis-
sions and other compensation earned 
inside the city limits. Nonresidents 
pay the tax only when they are work-
ing inside the city limits.

“If you live in the burbs but you 
work in Philly, if you have a calen-
dar that says you worked remotely, 
(and) it’s a signifi cant enough num-
ber of days, we can get Philadel-
phia tax refunds for the days that 
they withheld city wage tax but 
you weren’t in the city,” Bender 
explains. Payroll departments often 
incorrectly withhold the tax on days 
employees work remotely, she says, 
so it’s worth checking your city’s 
rules and your W-2.

Track the days you worked out-
side the offi ce. Many people don’t 
do it, “but they do when they real-
ize that it’s worth 4 percent” of what 
they made that day, she says.

■ Stoke your savings
If you haven’t already, consider 

maxing out the contribution limit 
on a traditional IRA (in 2016, it’s 
$5,500 if you’re under 50 and $6,500 
if you’re older) if you’re eligible to 
deduct all or part of your contribu-
tions, says Robin Baum, a CPA and 
managing partner at accounting and 
consulting fi rm Zinner & Co. in 
Beachwood, Ohio. Whether you can 
deduct those contributions is a func-
tion of income and other factors.

And here’s some other good news: 
You can make contributions to an 
IRA for the prior year until the cur-
rent year’s tax-fi ling deadline. That 
means IRA contributions for 2016 
can be made all the way up to the 
April 2017 fi ling deadline.

■ Stay away
Retirees who split their time be-

tween homes in different states may 
be able to cut their tax bills by spend-
ing the last few days or weeks of the 
year in the state with lower taxes, 
Keebler says. The rules can be com-
plex, but living in a particular state 
for more than half the year often dic-
tates whether that state can tax cer-
tain types of income.

“We hear these horror stories from 
people where if they would have 
spent another week in Florida they 
wouldn’t have to pay New York City 
taxes,” he says. “And if the clients 
had known that, they would have 
been happy to do that. They had no 
idea.”

‘Living will’ lacking

US puts ‘limits’
on Wells Fargo
WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (AFP): US 
banking regulators Tuesday said they are 
prohibiting Wells Fargo from opening 
new international branches until it fi xes 
continuing defi ciencies in its bankruptcy 
plan.

The so-called “living will” is required 
of all large US banks to ensure that in the 
event they need to declare bankruptcy, 
they can be dismantled in an orderly fash-
ion without the kind of upheaval seen 
during the 2008 fi nancial crisis, that en-
dangers the broader fi nancial system.

The Federal Reserve and Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation ruled that 
Wells Fargo failed to provide a suffi cient 
fi x in two areas of its plan despite multi-
ple tries.

As a result, the bank will not be able to 
open any foreign branches, nor will it be 
able to acquire any non-bank subsidiar-
ies, the agencies said.

Wells Fargo, already suffering from 
a scandal over thousands of bogus ac-
counts opened to boost its business, has 
until March 31 to submit a revised plan 
to fi x the defi ciencies identifi ed in its liv-
ing will.

If the bank fails to fi x the plan to the 
satisfaction of regulators within two 
years, it may be required “to divest cer-
tain assets or operations to facilitate an 
orderly resolution of the fi rm in bankrupt-
cy,” the regulators said in a statement.

In a statement, Wells Fargo said it was 
“disappointed” with the agencies’ deter-
mination, but remained “committed to 
strengthening and enhancing its resolu-
tion planning processes.”
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Industrial production drops in November

US retail sales slow in Nov; producer prices rise
WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (Agencies): 
US retail sales barely rose in November 
as households cut back on purchases 
of motor vehicles, suggesting some 
loss of momentum in economic growth 
in the fourth quarter.

Other data on Wednesday pointed to 
steadily rising inflation pressures, with 
producer prices notching their largest 
increase in five months in November. 
The moderation in retail sales came 
after two straight months of strong 
gains. With incomes rising and house-
hold wealth at record highs, the cool-off 
in retail sales is likely to be temporary.

Against the backdrop of a tightening 
labor market and perking inflation, the 
Federal Reserve is expected to raise 
interest rates later on Wednesday. The 
US central bank hiked its overnight 
benchmark interest rate last December 
for the first time in nearly a decade.

“There is still strong support for con-
sumer spending, namely steady job 
growth and wages heading higher. Santa 
will still be coming to town this year.” 
said Jennifer Lee, a senior economist at 
BMO Capital Markets in Toronto.

Retail sales edged up 0.1 percent 
last month after rising 0.6 percent in 
October, the Commerce Department 
said. Sales were up 3.8 percent from a 
year ago. Excluding automobiles, gas-
oline, building materials and food ser-
vices, retail sales also nudged up 0.1 
percent last month after gaining 0.6 
percent in October.

These so-called core retail sales cor-
respond most closely with the con-
sumer spending component of gross 
domestic product. Economists had 
forecast overall retail sales increasing 
0.3 percent and core sales also gaining 
0.3 percent last month.

Brexit endangers US-UK trade
LONDON, Dec 14, (RTRS): Brexit 
could hit trade relations between 
Britain and the US, with nearly 40 
percent of American firms consid-
ering moving their British office to 
the EU and two-thirds saying the 
vote is impacting investment choic-
es, according to a survey.

Food and beverage, life sciences 
and financial services firms were 
most likely to consider relocating 
whilst aerospace firms were the 
least likely, the survey by law firm 
Gowling WLG said.

Nearly all the 533 companies 
surveyed said they would require 
some third-party support to deal 
with the transition as Britain leaves 
the European Union, potentially 
risking part of the close transatlan-
tic relationship between the two 
nations.

“The strong UK-US trade rela-
tionship that has been carefully 
nurtured over the past fifty years is 
in serious jeopardy,” said 
Bernardine Adkins, the firm’s Head 

of EU, Trade and Competition.
“Concerns that Brexit will have 

an effect on current investment 
decisions mean this needs 
addressing now, not later,” she 
said.

But US fast-food chain 
McDonald’s said last week that it 
would move its international tax 
base to Britain from Luxembourg 
after coming under increased scru-
tiny from European Union regula-
tors over its tax arrangements in 
the small country.

President-elect Donald Trump 
has also hailed Brexit and said that 
Britain would not be “back of the 
queue” for a bilateral trade deal 
with the United States, opposing 
comments made by President 
Obama ahead of the referendum.

British ministers have been 
meeting top executives from a 
range of key sectors in recent 
months as they prepare for formal 
divorce talks which are due to 
begin by the end of March.

In a separate report, the Labor 
Department said its producer price 
index for final demand increased 0.4 
percent last month, the largest gain since 
June, after being unchanged in October.

In the 12 months through October, 
the PPI rose 1.3 percent, the biggest 
gain since November 2014. The PPI 
rose 0.8 percent in the 12 months 
through October.

A 0.5 percent increase in the cost of 
services accounted for more than 80 
percent of the rise in the final demand 

PPI last month. The increase, which 
followed a 0.3 percent decline in 
October, was the largest since January.

With producer prices pushing high-
er, overall inflation is expected to 
steadily move toward the Fed’s 2 per-
cent target.

The dollar fell to a session low 
against the yen on the retail sales data, 
while prices for longer-dated US gov-
ernment bonds rose. US stock index 
futures fell slightly.

The softer-than-expected retail sales 

numbers last month suggest a slow-
down in consumer spending in the 
fourth quarter, which could see econo-
mists trim their GDP forecasts for the 
period. Still, consumers should con-
tinue to support the economy in the 
fourth quarter.

The Atlanta Fed is forecasting GDP 
rising at a 2.6 percent annualized rate in 
the fourth quarter. The economy grew 
at a 3.2 percent pace in the third quarter.

Last month, auto sales fell 0.5 per-
cent, the largest decline since March, 

after increasing 0.5 percent in October. 
Sales at building material stores rose 
0.3 percent.

Meanwhile, industrial output fell in 
November, marking the third decline 
in the past four months and erasing the 
slight gain in October, the Federal 
Reserve reported Wednesday.

The Industrial Production index fell 
0.4 percent in the latest month, after a 
0.1 percent rise in October, dragged 
down by another big decline in utilities 
and a slight dip in manufacturing.

Total output is 0.6 percent lower 
than November 2015.

The mining sector, which includes 
the oil and gas industry, jumped 1.1 
percent from October, following the 
1.9 percent increase in the prior month, 
but remains 4.6 percent below the 
same month of last year.

Production of consumer goods 
dropped for the third straight month, 
and business equipment also fell, 
while construction supplies posted 
another healthy increase.

This file photo taken on Nov 25, 2016 shows a shopper leaving Macy’s department store in New York. US retail 
sales edged upwards as the holiday season approached in November but were significantly slower than in prior 
month, the Commerce Department said Dec 14. On a seasonally adjusted basis, sales stood at $465.5 billion, an 
increase of 0.1 percent over October, a somewhat disappointing result as analysts had expected a 0.3 percent 

increase. (AFP)

US Fed raises key interest rate by
quarter point for first time in year

Central bank sees three hikes in 2017

WASHINGTON, Dec 14, 
(RTRS): The US Federal 
Reserve raised interest 
rates by a quarter point on 
Wednesday and signaled a 
faster pace of increases in 
2017 as the Trump admin-
istration takes over with 
promises to boost growth 
through tax cuts, spending 
and deregulation.

The rate increase, regarded as a 
virtual certainty by financial mar-
kets in the wake of a string of 
generally strong economic reports, 
raised the target federal funds rate 
25 basis points to between 0.50 
percent and 0.75 percent.

“In view of realized and expected 
labor market conditions and inflation, 
the committee decided to raise the 
target range,” the central bank’s poli-
cy-setting committee said in its unan-
imous statement after a two-day 
meeting.

“Job gains have been solid in 
recent months and the unemployment 
rate has declined,” the Fed said, not-
ing that market-based measures of 
inflation compensation had moved up 
“considerably.”

More significant was a fresh batch 
of Fed policymaker forecasts that 
indicated the current once-a-year 
pace of rate increases will accelerate 
next year.

With President-elect Donald 
Trump planning a simultaneous 
round of tax cuts and increased 
spending on infrastructure, central 
bank policymakers shifted their out-
look to one of slightly faster growth, 
lower unemployment and inflation 
just under the Fed’s 2 percent target.

The Fed’s median outlook for rates 
rose to three quarter-point increases 
in 2017 from two as of September. 
That would be followed by another 

three increases in both 2018 and 2019 
before the rate levels off at a long-run 
“normal” 3.0 percent.

That normal level is slightly higher 
from three months ago, a sign that the 
Fed feels the economy is still gaining 
traction.

The Fed continued to describe that 
pace as “gradual,” keeping policy 
still slightly loose and supporting 
some further improvement in the job 
market. It sees unemployment falling 
to 4.5 percent next year and remain-
ing at that level, which is considered 
to be close to full employment.

Fed Chair Janet Yellen was sched-
uled to hold a press conference at 
2:30 pm ET (1930 GMT) to elaborate 

on the decision.
US bond yields had already begun 

moving higher following the election 
and as expectations of the Fed rate 
increase solidified. By the start of this 
week, trading in fed funds futures 
assigned a greater than 95 percent 
likelihood to a rate hike, according to 
data compiled by the CME Group.

All 120 economists in a recent 
Reuters poll had expected a rate hike 
on Wednesday.

In the weeks following Trump’s 
Nov. 8 victory, Fed policymakers 
have said his proposals could push 
the economy into a higher gear in the 
short run. Even though the details of 
the Republican businessman’s plans 

remain uncertain, Wednesday’s state-
ment marked a rare case in the post-
crisis era in which the Fed moved its 
interest rate outlook higher.

Risks to the outlook remain 
“roughly balanced” between factors 
that could slow or accelerate the 
economy beyond what the central 
bank anticipates, the Fed said, no 
change from the November assess-
ment.

The rate increase was the first 
since last December and only the 
second since the 2007-2009 financial 
crisis, when the Fed cut rates to near 
zero and deployed other tools such as 
massive bond purchases to stabilize 
the economy.

Trial of Lagarde hears that payout decision was rushed through
PARIS, Dec 14, (RTRS): A French 
ex-treasury official told a court trying 
IMF chief Christine Lagarde for negli-
gence on Wednesday that he had been 
shocked at how quickly the govern-
ment had given up on contesting a 
huge state payout to business tycoon 
Bernard Tapie in 2008.

Lagarde, 60, faces charges, which 
she denies, of being negligent when, as 
French finance minister, she approved 
a payout to Tapie in a rare out-of-court 
settlement which cost the French tax-
payer 400 million euros ($425 million).

The prosecution alleges Lagarde 
showed negligence, leading to misuse 
of public funds, by accepting too easi-

ly a costly arbitration settlement with 
Tapie and not contesting it to the ben-
efit of the state.

Lagarde withstood aggressive ques-
tioning on Tuesday at a special court 
in Paris which hears cases involving 
government ministers. The IMF man-
aging director faces up to a year in jail 
and a fine of 15,000 euros if convicted.

A maximum sentence could raise 
questions about her ability to hold on 
to her job at the Washington-based 
International Monetary Fund, where 
her French predecessor Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn resigned in 2011 over a 
sex scandal.

Evidence from Bruno Bezard, a trea-

sury official involved in the case at the 
time, painted a picture of cronyism and 
string-pulling in Tapie’s links with the 
government under Nicolas Sarkozy’s 
presidency from 2007 to 2012.

He told the court on Wednesday that 
he was aware of “curious relation-
ships” at the Finance Ministry at the 
time and suggested Tapie himself had 
had the run of the place.

“I recall that my employees would 
meet Monsieur Tapie in the ministry 
corridors which was rather unexpected,” 
said Bezard, who headed a body regu-
lating state corporate holdings which 
opposed a private settlement with Tapie.

The case dates back when Tapie 

sued the state for compensation after 
selling his stake in sports company 
Adidas to then state-owned Credit 
Lyonnais in 1993.

He accused the bank of defrauding 
him after it resold its stake for a much 
higher price. With the case stuck in the 
courts, the two sides agreed to a pri-
vate settlement and a 403 million euro 
payout to Tapie. Lagarde approved the 
settlement.

Asked whether he was shocked by 
the speed of the arbitration ruling in 
Tapie’s favour, Bezard replied: “I was 
more shocked by the speed with which 
we gave up on contesting it than by the 
speed of the arbitration decision.”

In this file photo, Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, before the Joint 
Economic Committee. (AP)

Goldman Sachs unveils CEO succession plan GM first to deliver mid-priced, all-electric car

Goldman Sachs named a pair of 
executives Wednesday to 
replace president Gary Cohn, 
who is joining the Trump admin-
istration, to potentially succeed 
chief executive Lloyd Blankfein 
in the coming years.

Harvey Schwartz, 52, the 
chief financial officer, and 
David Solomon, 54, co-head of 
the investment banking divi-
sion, will share the posts of 
president and chief operating 

officer, putting both in line to 
take over for Blankfein, who is 
62.

Cohn was tapped by 
President-elect Donald Trump 
on Monday to lead the White 
House’s National Economic 
Council, which advises the presi-
dent on domestic and global 
economic policy.

Two other former Goldman 
executives have been named by 
Trump to top positions: Steven 

Mnuchin to Secretary of Treasury 
and Steven Bannon as chief 
strategist.

Shares of Goldman Sachs 
have jumped 31 percent since 
Trump’s election, the biggest 
gainer in the blue-chip index, 
which has repeatedly hit new 
records.

Goldman Sachs shares rose 
0.3 percent to $239.24 in mid-
morning trade Wednesday. 
(AFP)

General Motors began deliver-
ies Tuesday of the first all-elec-
tric car model aimed at the mid-
dle market, getting a head start 
on Tesla Motors and other com-
petitors.

GM delivered the Chevrolet 
Bolt EV to three customers in 
California, including one in 
Fremont, where Tesla has a big 
factory.

The Bolt can travel up to 238 

miles on a full charge. It lists for 
$37,495, but consumers are eli-
gible for clean fuel tax credits of 
up to $7,500, GM said.

GM plans to accelerate deliv-
eries of the Bolt next year as 
part of its campaign to reposi-
tion itself as a mobility company 
of the 21st century.

Tesla also is working on an 
all-electric Model 3 aimed at the 
middle market, but it is not 

expected to hit the market until 
the end of 2017. Tesla’s higher-
end Model S already is available 
but the price starts at $68,000.

Other manufacturers also are 
working on comparable all-elec-
tric models, including Ford, 
whose sedan is called the 
“Model E” and Fisker, led by 
Henrik Fisker, who previously 
designed cars for BMW and 
Aston Martin. (AFP)

Stuttgart-Berlin service

Crowdfunded train service
takes on German rail giant
FRANKFURT AM MAIN, Dec 
14, (AFP): With a single 1970s 
train in orange livery and a little 
crowdfunding help, a plucky 
Berlin start-up is challenging the 
might of Germany’s state rail 
operator, Deutsche Bahn.

The inaugural Locomore train 
left the southwestern city of 
Stuttgart at 07:00 am (0600 
GMT) Wednesday, passing 
through Frankfurt and Hanover 
before pulling into Berlin some 
six and a half hours later.

With just one Stuttgart-Berlin 
return service a day to start with, 
compared to the over 700 daily 
long-distance journeys run by 
Deutsche Bahn, Locomore 
founder and director Derek 
Ladewig knows he barely quali-
fies as a rival.

But he is hoping to win over 
Deutsche Bahn customers with 
budget ticket prices and lure 
environmentally-conscious trav-
ellers from more polluting forms 
of transport.

“We are offering a new service 
to compete with the car, the 
plane, the long-distance bus as 
well as Deutsche Bahn,” Ladewig 
told AFP.

Locomore, which bills itself as 
the world’s first crowdfunded 
train line, owes its start-up capital 
entirely to online supporters who 
chipped in more than 600,000 
euros ($640,000) in less than a 
year to get the project on the rails.

Renovated
Many of the contributors 

bought vouchers that can now be 
traded for tickets, as well as sou-
venirs such as mugs and T-shirts 
in the firm’s distinctive orange 
hue — a nod to the vintage ori-
gins of Locomore’s renovated 
carriages from the 1970s.

In a slight first-day hiccup, the 
train suffered a 40-minute delay 
on departure, but made up the 
time en route and even arrived at 
Berlin’s main station early.

“Congratulations @locomore! 
Arrived in Berlin Hbf 5 minutes 
ahead of schedule,” tweeted rail 
expert Mark Smith of the influen-
tial Seat61 blog, describing the 
train as “old-school comfort, 
done well”.

The 600-kilometre (370-mile) 
trip from Stuttgart to Berlin takes 
slightly longer than with 
Deutsche Bahn, but Locomore 
hopes to make up for that by 
promising its ticket prices will 
always be cheaper than those of 
its competitor.

Locomore charges 22 euros for 
a Stuttgart-Berlin ride in January, 
compared with 115.90 euros on 
Deutsche Bahn -- although the 
latter’s journey is roughly an hour 
shorter, and it offers prices as low 

as 29 euros for travellers willing 
to change trains once or twice.

Karl-Peter Naumann, a spokes-
man for the passenger group Pro 
Bahn, welcomed the new player 
on the block and said the service 
should prove popular with fami-
lies, who will be offered their 
own compartments, and with 
young people.

The country’s rail sector was 
liberalised in 1994 but remains 
dominated by Deutsche Bahn, 
which carries more than 5.5 mil-
lion passengers a day in Germany 
alone and accounts for 99 percent 
of all long-distance rail journeys.

Competitors
The state firm has more com-

petitors on the regional transport 
networks, where its market share 
falls to 72 percent, according to 
Mathias Lahrmann of the BSL 
transport consulting agency.

Locomore is not the first pri-
vate company to try to go up 
against the rail operator, but those 
efforts have gained little traction.

Veolia Verkehr, a subsidiary 
of France’s Transdev, abandoned 
its loss-making Interconnex ser-
vice in 2014, leaving just the 
Hamburg-Cologne express 
(HKX), launched in 2012, to 
offer an alternative.

“Locomore could invigorate 
the market with its innovative 
ideas,” said Lahrmann. But “like 
HKX, it only serves a niche mar-
ket”, he added.

Lahrmann said it was difficult 
for new companies to get a foot 
in the door in the long-distance 
rail business.

There are no state subsidies 
available, and prospective opera-
tors are expected to reserve their 
slots years in advance as well as 
source their own trains.

Locomore has opted to rent its 
trains and drivers from other 
companies while employing its 
own on-board personnel and han-
dling ticket sales.

Ladewig has calculated that at 
least half of Locomore’s seats 
need to be filled to cover costs 
and be able to branch out to other 
lines in the future.

Achieving that will be no mean 
feat, as even Deutsche Bahn last 
year registered an occupancy rate 
of just 50.9 percent on its long-
distance trains.

“It’s not easy to be profitable, 
but it’s possible,” said BSL con-
sultancy’s Lahrmann.

With more than 10,000 tickets 
already sold and its trains prom-
ising to be “pretty full” over the 
coming weekends, Locomore’s 
Ladewig is banking on the 
upcoming Christmas holidays to 
keep his ambitious plans on 
track.



Bank Alkhair announces sale of its major stake in Pakistan’s Burj Bank

Bahrain-based Bank Alkhair, a leading Islamic 
wholesale bank, announced today that the bank 
has obtained approval from the State Bank of 
Pakistan to sell its stake in Pakistan’s Burj 
Bank to Al Baraka Pakistan Limited (ABPL), a 
subsidiary of Al Baraka Banking Group.

Prior to the transaction, Bank Alkhair was 
Burj Bank’s major shareholder, followed by 
Jeddah-based Islamic Corporation for Devel-
opment of the Private Sector with 33.9 per cent 
of shares.

This transaction follows the announcement 
on Sept 5, 2016 of the approval of sharehold-

ers to the merger of Pakistan’s Burj Bank and 
ABPL, creating an institution with assets total-
ling more than US$1.1 billion. The amalgama-
tion was approved by the State Bank of Paki-
stan and has become effective since Oct 31, 
2016.

Burj Bank is a Pakistani Islamic bank, head-
quartered in Karachi. It currently operates a 
total of 74 branches and provides a full range 
of Shariah-compliant banking services. Bank 
Alkhair acquired a 22.2 per cent equity stake in 
Pakistan’s Burj Bank (formerly Dawood Islamic 
Bank), a Shariah-compliant commercial bank, 

in June 2006. In March 2009, Bank Alkhair in-
creased its equity stake in the bank to 37.9 per 
cent.

Commenting on the announcement, 
Ayman Sejiny, Group CEO of Bank Alkhair 
said: “At Bank Alkhair, we actively manage 
our investment portfolio to ensure that our 
investments support the company’s strategic 
direction. In keeping with this we are pleased 
to sell our stake in Pakistan’s Burj Bank to 
Al Baraka Pakistan Limited, a subsidiary of 
Al Baraka Banking Group, a leading Islamic 
bank in Bahrain.’’
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Deal extends Group’s corporate venturing to US

Zain makes strategic investment in Colle Capital Partners
NEW YORK/KUWAIT CITY, 
Dec 14: Zain Group, a leading 
innovator of mobile communica-
tions in eight markets across the 
Middle East and Africa, has made 
a strategic investment in Colle 
Capital Partners, (www.collecapi-
tal.com) a global, opportunistic, 
early stage technology venture 
fund based in New York, with a 
presence in San Francisco. 

Colle Capital Partners has a di-
versified technology focus with an 
emphasis on data in the following 
sectors: Energy, Media, Telecom-
munications, Health IT, Security, 
and Software Development. The 
fund’s managers have access to 
unique, high quality investment 
opportunities and the fund was 
oversubscribed.  Its Managing 
Partner – Victoria Grace – is a 
professional venture investor with 
a successful track record of over 
a decade.

Zain’s investment in Colle 
Capital Partners forms part of its 
Zain Digital Frontier and Innova-
tion (ZDFI) business unit strategy, 
which was established in 2014, and 
charged with launching Zain into 

the digital space with the view to 
growing the company through new 
innovative business streams, which 
add to its financial viability and 
market capitalization. 

Zain has previously made three 
investments in technology-focused 
venture capital and early-stage in-

vestment companies, and this latest 
participation further establishes a 
bridge between successful digi-
tal startups and Zain. The invest-
ment in Colle Capital Partners also 
extends the geographic range of 
Zain’s potential partner entities to 
the United States, taking them be-

yond the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe where the company’s cur-
rent investment ventures have their 
pool of influence. 

Zain’s strategy to participate at an 
early stage in the lifecycle of a com-
pany and help the team to achieve 
its commercial goals by supporting 

its early-stage development drove 
its interest in Colle Capital Part-
ners. The fund is driven by a desire 
to invest in people, with a goal to 
identify and support teams that 
demonstrate intellect and passion as 
well as agility in their thinking and 
execution.

Commenting on Zain’s latest stra-
tegic investment, Group CEO, Scott 
Gegenheimer said, “We are de-
lighted to add Colle Capital Partners 
to MEVP, Wamda and EarlyBird as 
early stage investment companies 
we have made investments in, with 
this fund being particularly nimble 
and highly selective. We are keen to 
extend our reach to the US as we are 
well aware of that market’s innova-
tion and hi-tech credentials, and we 
believe ideas and solutions from 
that geography will drive real-life 
digital applications and create new 
revenue streams in our region.”

Victoria Grace, Founder and 
Managing Partner of Colle Capital 
Partners said, “We are thrilled to be 
partnering with Zain in our efforts. 
We aim to bring to our portfolio 
companies not just capital but also 
access to forward thinking, strategic 

partners that will create significant 
synergies for our companies be-
yond US borders.  We are already 
engaged with Zain on a number of 
efforts and view this as a win-win 
partnership.”

Emre Gurkan, Chief Strategy & 
Business Development Officer of 
Zain Group said, “Mobile opera-
tors must innovate to remain rel-
evant and the exploration of new 
opportunities to differentiate our-
selves is vital to our future pros-
perity. At Zain, we have taken a 
pro-active step to cooperate with 
a broad range of partners that we 
believe share our vision of digi-
tal transformation. The inclusion 
of Colle Capital Partners into our 
growing eco-system of partners 
will add value to our progress in 
this area for the benefit of our 
customers and other stakehold-
ers.”

Boosted by this latest investment, 
ZDFI will continue to focus on the 
areas of innovation; digital services; 
corporate venturing; and smart cit-
ies, with the ultimate aim of Zain 
becoming a regional innovation 
trendsetter. 

Murouj outdoor retail and entertainment venue.

ICSC Middle East and North Africa Shopping Centre and Retailer Awards

Murouj named 2016 Silver Award winner
DUBAI, Dec 14: The International 
Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) 
has announced the winners of the 
2016 Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA) Shopping Centre and 
Retailer Awards, recognizing the 
region’s most innovative shopping 
centers for outstanding achievement 
in retail, retail store design, design 
and development, and marketing. 
ICSC has named Murouj, Kuwait as 
a Silver Award winner in the devel-
opment and design category.

Murouj is a Premium Leisure and 
Entertainment Destination in Kuwait 
developed by Al-Jazeera Real Es-
tate Development Co and designed 
by R204DESIGN, Los Angeles/
executed by Lab 100, Kuwait, as an 
exclusive mixed-use development 
with unique food & beverage offer-
ings, high-end brands, health, fitness 
and recreation outlets. Designed as 
an outdoor retail and entertainment 
venue part of the Sahara Golf & 
Equestrian Club, Murouj defies all 

conventional norms of shying away 
from the exterior environment and 
harsh climatic conditions of Kuwait, 
by nestling it within a serene garden 
setting and creating a “comfortable 
place” for people to meet, dine, chat 
and enjoy the landscape.

“We are very excited that the 
ICSC/MECSC Jury has recognized 
Murouj as a unique project and 
selected it as a 2016 Award win-
ner for Design and Development 
Excellence in the MENA region. 
The development team deserves 
significant credit for upholding the 
original vision and ensuring suc-
cessful execution of the project” — 
Sidhartha Sabikhi AIA, Founder & 
Director of International Projects 
for R204DESIGN. 

R204DESIGN is a global planning 
and architecture firm with offices in 
Los Angeles, New Delhi, and Dubai. 
The firm has recently formed a stra-
tegic alliance to establish presence 
in Kuwait by appointing Waleed 

Shaalan as its Director of Projects 
for MENA region to serve the needs 
of the market providing comprehen-
sive planning & architecture services 
and delivering quality projects in the 
GCC region.

The 2016 ICSC Middle East and 
North Africa Shopping Centre and 
Retailer Awards competition was 
open to shopping center owners, de-
velopers, management companies, 
architects and designers, and retail-
ers. ICSC announced the winners at 
an awards ceremony during ICSC 
RECon Middle East and North Af-
rica in Dubai.

All 2016 Gold award recipients re-
ceive automatic entry into the 2017 
ICSC VIVA Awards, the internation-
al program that honors the retail real 
estate industry’s most cutting-edge 
properties, innovative solutions, and 
creative responses to market trends. 
ICSC will announce the victors of the 
VIVA Awards during RECon 2017 
in Las Vegas. 

Ayman Sejiny, Group CEO of 
Bank Alkhair

First financial exchange certified by TÜV NORD for 9001:2015 standards

Lulu Exchange awarded ISO certification
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Lulu Ex-
change, the leading worldwide re-
mittance and foreign exchange ser-
vices provider, was awarded the ISO 
9001:2015 Management System cer-
tificate by TÜV NORD. The certifica-
tion was awarded to Lulu Exchange for 
the quality management system associ-
ated with executing remittance opera-
tions and dealing in sale and purchase 
of foreign currencies.

The certificate was presented to 
KNS Das, GM, Lulu Exchange by 
Shibu Davies, GM — Certification 
& Auditing, TÜV Middle East in the 
presence of the senior management 
of Lulu Exchange. 

“We are extremely proud of our 
team for attaining the ISO 9001:2015 
certification. This ISO certification 

brings with itself greater commit-
ment to higher standards, quality 
service and customer focus,” said 
Adeeb Ahamed, CEO, Lulu Interna-
tional Exchange. 

ISO certification for manage-
ment system is based on principles 
such as customer focus, risk-based 
approach, process approach, com-
mitment from top management and 
continual improvement. The focus 
of this endeavor is to provide con-
venient financial transactions that 
fulfill the core customer need for a 
secure, quality, speedy and value-
laden service.

“It was our great pleasure to 
award ISO 9001:2015 certificate to 
Lulu Exchange. The organization 
has demonstrated great commitment 

towards this quality management 
system through management com-
mitment, detailed process definition, 
compliance and team work. This is 
the first Financial Exchange, which 
is certified by TÜV NORD in the 
region for the 9001:2015 standards. 
We congratulate Lulu Exchange on 
this achievement,” said Shibu Da-
vies.

“A lot of planning, implementa-
tion and execution effort has gone 
into the ISO 9001:2015 certification. 
Our march towards excellence and 
continuous improvement has just 
begun. This recognition reflects that 
we are on the right path and we have 
to constantly reinvent ourselves to 
meet and exceed expectations,” add-
ed Adeeb Ahamed.

Agency named ‘Media & Marketing Company of the Year’

ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller wins 2016 award
DUBAI, UAE, Dec 14: ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller has 
been announced as the “Media & Marketing Company of the 
Year” at the annual Arabian Business Achievement Awards, 
which were held in Dubai recently.

The Agency’s Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Sunil 
John, picked up the award during a gala dinner at the Armani 
Hotel Dubai, where the United Kingdom’s former Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, George Osborne, gave a keynote speech.

Selected by an independent panel of judges, the award 

recognises ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller’s strong track re-
cord. During the last 12 months, the Agency has developed 
strategic campaigns for governments in the UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia, Kuwait and Egypt, as well as for a roster of local and 
multinational blue-chip clients, including Emaar, Etisalat, 
Emirates NBD, Qatar Airways, GE, Ford and Nestlé.

The Agency is also behind the annual Arab Youth Survey, 
one of the most widely cited pieces of public opinion research 
on the region by media throughout the world. ASDA’A Burson-

Photo from the event

Senior Management of LuLu Exchange receive the certificate.

Marsteller employs 160 professionals 
across 11 wholly owned offices through-
out the Middle East.

The Arabian Business Achievement 
Awards seek to recognise and reward 
outstanding corporate leadership across a 
range of sectors, with nominations being 
drawn from across the Gulf and Middle 
East region. For more than a decade, the 
awards have been one of the most presti-
gious events in the region, and have tradi-
tionally seen participation from some of 
the biggest names in business and poli-
tics, both regionally and internationally.

“The Media & Marketing category 
covers a significant range of sectors in 
the Middle East, which makes us all 
the more honoured to have won this 
award,” said Sunil John, Founder and 
CEO of ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller.

The award caps a stellar year for 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller, which also 
won the Public Relations Agency of the 
Year in the Middle East and Africa for 
the sixth year running at this year’s In-
ternational Business Awards, as well as 
collecting a coveted SABRE In2 Award 
EMEA for Thought Leadership in PR for 
its work on the Arab Youth Survey.

At the end of November, Sunil John 
was presented with the Chairman’s Award 
at the Middle East PR Awards 2016. 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller also picked 
up a MEPRA Gold award in the Corpo-
rate Reputation category for its work on 
the Arab Youth Survey, as well as two 
Silver Awards for its work with GEMS 
Education and Emirates Islamic Bank.

Sunil John, Founder & CEO of 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller (left), 
receiving the award from Ali Akawi 
Managing Director of ITP Publish-

ing Group Ltd.

Bid to provide fun-filled activities

AUB sponsors special needs
all-day event ‘Color Your Life’
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: Ahli United 
Bank (AUB) announced the sponsor-
ship of ‘Color Your Life’, a dedicated 
event that has been developed to pro-
vide a host of activities and fun filled 
programs towards special needs across 
Kuwait. The all-day event was held on 
December 7th at the Al Kharafi Activ-
ity Kids Center and on the occasion of 
World Disability Day, held on Decem-
ber 3rd of every year.

The event included a number of activi-
ties such as the creation of handcrafts in 
an entertaining environment, creating an 
extensive range of interactive activities 
that involve all participants from special 
needs while also encouraging a healthy 
competitive environment amongst par-
ticipating teams. 

Participating teams were engaged in 
activities that involve movement mo-
tions, Henna drawings for females, 
caricature artists, as well as sports games 
amongst other entertaining programs and 
a wide variety of surprising gifts.

AUB said, “We are proud to be as-
sociated with social functions that aim 
to tell a strong story around Kuwait’s 

integrated social fabric. AUB’s com-
mitment to corporate social responsi-
bility starts with its belief in the core 
values of Kuwaiti society, and the 
Bank’s policies and vision are aligned 
to meet the needs of Kuwait. We con-
tinue to support special needs devel-
opment throughout the year, and ulti-
mately reiterating AUB’s commitment 
to the wider community.”

AUB continues to drive community 
wide social initiatives that reflect its 
dedication towards sustainable devel-
opment across Kuwait. The Bank’s 
core social strategy includes driving 
programs across multiple sectors along 
with catering to special needs within 
its own branches, with the objective of 
providing an enhanced and complete 
experience. 

For further information on the 
Bank’s products and services, custom-
ers may visit any of AUB’s branches, 
call ‘Hayakom’, the Bank’s telebank-
ing service at 1812000 or visit the 
Bank’s website www.ahliunited.com.
kw

Victoria Grace, Founder and Managing Partner of Colle Capital 
Partners.

Scott Gegenheimer, Zain Group CEO
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Asian postal services adapt to post-mail era

With the pre-Christmas rush at its peak, 
a serpentine network of conveyor belts at 
Singapore Post’s new logistics centre 
moves parcels destined for addresses 
across the world in time for the festive 
season.

It is a scene repeated in sorting offices 
around the globe in December, the busi-
est time of the year for postal firms with 
armies of workers toiling to get presents 
delivered on time.

But times are changing and the explo-
sion of online shopping is forcing tradi-

tional delivery companies such as 
SingPost to adapt or be damned.

The growth of websites such as 
Amazon and Alibaba means customers 
can avoid crowded high streets and buy 
anything from mobile phones to sports 
equipment online and send them straight 
to loved ones.

US-based research firm eMarketer 
said online sales are expected to reach 
$1.9 trillion this year and top $4.0 trillion 
by 2020.

And traditional firms are making moves 

to keep up.
The nearly 200-year-old SingPost, 

which is partly owned by China’s Alibaba, 
last month inaugurated its ecommerce 
sorting office capable of handling up to 
100,000 parcels a day.

It also now provides a service setting 
up retail websites for clients and allows 
for online payments while it has teamed 
up with brands including Adidas, 
Timberland and Xiaomi to help expand 
their online retail sales in the region. 
(AFP)

Slowdown in housing to dampen loan growth next year: analyst

China bank lending heads for record as Nov new loans rise
BEIJING, Dec 14, (RTRS): Chinese 
banks extended 794.6 billion yuan 
($115.10 billion) in new yuan loans in 
November and look set to lend a 
record amount this year as Beijing 
boosts the economy to meet growth 
targets despite worries about the risks 
of prolonged debt-fuelled stimulus.

Lending continued to be driven by 
consumer loans, primarily home mort-
gages, despite a series of measures 
rolled out by the authorities to cool 
surging home prices and avoid prop-
erty bubbles.

Off-balance sheet lending also 
unexpectedly spiked in November, 
raising concerns of tighter liquidity if 
regulators crack down on the shadow 
banking sector, economist David Qu at 
ANZ said.

New bank loans rose to a record 
11.6 trillion yuan in the first 11 months 
of the year, according to Reuters cal-
culations based on central bank data, 
and have handily surpassed the levels 
of China’s massive credit-led stimulus 
during the global financial crisis in 
2009.

But analysts said the increase in 
November was partly seasonal, as out-
standing yuan loan growth held steady 
at 13.1 percent by month-end on an 
annual basis, unchanged from October.

Corporate loan growth remained 
weak in November, increasing by only 
165.6 billion yuan. That pointed to 
subdued credit demand from compa-
nies and a preference by banks to lend 

to households, as mortgages are usu-
ally considered higher quality assets, 
said Nomura economist Yang Zhao.

“With the property market cooling 
down, I would expect that loan growth 
faces downward pressure next year. I 
don’t think there is a fundamental 
improvement in investment demand 
by corporates,” said Yang.

Mid-to long-term loans to house-
holds rose to 569.2 billion yuan, or 
71.2 percent of all loans, up from 
September’s 66.5 percent, though ana-
lysts said it might take a few months to 
know how tighter restrictions will 
impact mortgages.

Analysts polled by Reuters had 
expected new lending to have risen to 
720 billion yuan from October’s 651.3 
billion yuan.

Broad M2 money supply (M2) grew 
11.4 percent from a year earlier, cen-
tral bank data showed on Wednesday, 
slightly below forecasts.

Outstanding loans had been forecast 
to rise 13 percent, while money supply 
was seen up 11.5 percent.

China’s total social financing (TSF), 
a broad measure of credit and liquidity 
in the economy, hit the highest level 
since March on a big jump in shadow 
banking. TSF rose to 1.74 trillion yuan 
in November from 896.3 billion yuan 
in October, with about half of the 
increase coming from shadow lending.

“We infer from the regulatory 
crackdown on insurance companies 
that they are the latest front in the 

Japan, EU in free trade talks

Asian envoys urge Trump to
rethink on TPP trade deal
WASHINGTON, Dec 14, 
(Agencies): US-allied Asian 
ambassadors on Tuesday urged 
President-elect Donald Trump to 
reconsider his opposition to the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade 
agreement and keep the US 
engaged in Asia.

Ambassadors from Australia, 
South Korean and Singapore made 
the appeal at a Washington think 
tank.

The Obama administration cham-
pioned the trade pact which was 
signed by 12 nations in February but 
has run into a wall of congressional 
and public opposition.

Trump has vowed to withdraw 
from TPP on his first day in office, 
calling it a “disaster” for American 
jobs. Australian Ambassador Joe 
Hockey said, “America has to 
engage with Asia if it is going to 
be great,” because that’s where 
most global economic growth is 
happening.

“The fact that the US was very 
involved in leadership of it (TPP) 
then could not deliver and has 
chosen now not to deliver is huge-
ly damaging to the United States’ 
reputation in Asia,” Hockey said.

He said that in the meantime, 
Asian nations are focusing on an 
alternative trade pact supported by 
China, the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership.
South Korean Ambassador Ahn 

Ho-young acknowledged that anti-
trade and globalization sentiment 
had surged during the US election 
but said that in the long-term, all 
nations benefit from trade liberal-
ization.

He said South Korea wants to 
join TPP if it progresses.

The three envoys steered clear 
of the controversy over Trump’s 
recent pronouncements on China 
and Taiwan.

Singaporean Ambassador 
Ashok Mirpuri said that US global 
leadership is needed in the Asia-
Pacific, but Southeast Asian 
nations also want calm between 
the US and China.

Meanwhile, Japan and the 
European Union are holding last-
ditch talks this week to try reach a 
broad free trade agreement by the 
end of the year, Japanese govern-
ment officials said.

The two-way trade talks have 
taken on greater significance after 
US President-elect Donald Trump 
said Washington would withdraw 
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
a 12-nation deal Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe has said is key to his 
reforms and once a pillar of 
Washington’s pivot to the Asia-
Pacific.

authorities’ battle with credit flowing 
through the shadow banking system. 
We think the authorities are winning” 
ING’s chief Asia economist Tim 
Condon wrote in a note.

The chairman of China’s insurance 
regulator said on Tuesday that the 
country’s insurers should not be short-
term capital market “savages”.

TSF includes off-balance sheet 
forms of financing that exist outside 

the conventional bank lending system, 
such as initial public offers, loans from 
trust companies and bond sales.

Trust loans increased by 162.5 billion 
yuan in November, the biggest increase 
in nearly two years, while undiscounted 
bankers’ acceptances increased at the 
fastest pace since January.

“Today’s surprising data will likely 
trigger some regulatory concerns. 
Shadow banking activities are expect-

ed to wane,” ANZ’s Qu wrote in a 
note.

China’s central bank said recently 
that it will maintain ample liquidity in 
the economy while taking steps to 
prevent asset bubbles, adding that the 
balance between stabilising growth 
and preventing bubbles has become 
more challenging.

The Chinese economy expanded at 
a steady 6.7 percent in the third quarter 

and looks set to hit Beijing’s full-year 
target, fuelled by stronger government 
spending, a red-hot property market 
and ample credit that are adding to its 
growing pile of debt.

China’s overall debt has jumped to 
more than 250 percent of GDP from 
150 percent at the end of 2006, the 
kind of surge that in other countries 
has resulted in a financial bust or sharp 
economic slowdown, analysts say.

China to penalise US automaker for monopolistic behaviour
SHANGHAI/BEIJING, Dec 14, 
(RTRS): China will soon slap a 
penalty on an unnamed US auto-
maker for monopolistic behaviour, 
the official China Daily newspaper 
reported on Wednesday, quoting a 
senior state planning official.

News of the penalty comes at a 
sensitive time for China-US rela-
tions after US president-elect 
Donald Trump called into question 
a long-standing US policy of 
acknowledging that Taiwan is part 
of “one China”.

Beijing maintains that self-ruled 
Taiwan is a wayward province of 
China and has never renounced 
the use of force to take it back.

Investigators found the US com-
pany had instructed distributors to 
fix prices starting in 2014, Zhang 

Handong, director of the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission’s price supervision 
bureau, was quoted as saying.

In an exclusive interview with the 
newspaper, Zhang said no one 
should “read anything improper” 
into the timing or target of the pen-
alty.

The article did not give further 
details and the NDRC did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment.

China, the world’s largest auto 
market, has become crucial to the 
strategies of car companies around 
the world, including major US play-
ers General Motors Co and Ford 
Motor Co.

“We are unaware of the issue,” 
said Mark Truby, Ford’s chief 

spokesman for its Asia-Pacific 
operations.

In a statement, GM said: “GM 
fully respects local laws and regu-
lations wherever we operate. We 
do not comment on media specula-
tion.”

The penalty follows a govern-
ment crackdown on what it has 
called monopolistic behaviour by 
foreign automakers and dealers.

It would be the second penalty 
by the NDRC this month and the 
seventh fine issued to automakers 
since the commission began anti-
monopoly investigations in 2011, 
the newspaper said.

Targeted firms have included 
Audi AG, Daimler AG’s Mercedes-
Benz and Toyota Motor Corp, and 
one of Nissan Motor Co Ltd’s joint 

ventures.
The NDRC’s move was not 

directed against Trump’s latest 
comments but to show it was not 
letting up pressure on price fixing 
behaviour in the auto sector after a 
raft of fines last year, a source at a 
government-affiliated industry 
association said.

“I don’t think NDRC had only 
made a decision two weeks ago or 
a week ago. This is a long-term 
plan for them,” the source said.

Local media had reported NDRC 
officials saying a penalty would be 
levied against an international 
automotive firm this year prior to 
Trump’s remarks on Taiwan, 
although they did not specify it 
would be a US company.

This photograph taken on 
Dec 5, 2016 shows a work-
er placing inbound parcels 
on a conveyor belt for cod-
ing at the sorting section of 

the Singapore Post 
(SingPost) ecommerce 

logistics centre in 
Singapore.(AFP)

People queue up outside a bank in San Cristobal in an attempt to deposit money on Dec 13. Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro ordered on Dec 12 the border with Colombia sealed for 72 hours, accusing US-backed ‘mafias’ 
of conspiring to destabilize his country’s economy by hoarding bank notes. The closure came a day after Maduro 
signed an emergency decree removing Venezuela’s largest bank note, the 100 bolivar bill, from circulation 

because of what he called a Washington-sponsored plot against his country’s troubled economy. (AFP)

Business confidence in
Japan rebounds: survey

Sliding yen boosts profit hopes

TOKYO, Dec 14, (AFP): 
Confidence among some of 
Japan’s biggest firms has 
rebounded for the first 
time in over a year, a key 
central bank survey 
showed Wednesday, as a 
sliding yen boosts profit 
hopes.

The Bank of Japan’s Tankan 
report — a quarterly survey of 
more than 10,000 companies that 
is the broadest indicator of how 
Japan Inc. is faring — showed a 
reading of 10 among major manu-
facturers, rising from six in its 
previous report.

A positive figure means companies 
are on average optimistic.

The October-December reading 
marked the first on-quarter improve-
ment since last year’s April-June 
report.

Confidence among small-and mid-
sized firms also strengthened in the 
latest reading, while companies also 
said they planned to boost capital 
spending, although the pace was weak.

The report offered some good news 
for Japan’s sputtering economic recov-
ery.

Last week, the government down-
graded its estimate for third-quarter 
growth to 0.3 percent, from an initial 
0.5 percent reading.

The BoJ’s report is likely to take 
some pressure off the central bank to 
launch more easing measures after its 
last meeting of the year next week.

Still, firms expect the next three 
months to be less rosy.

“This suggests companies remained 
cautious, perhaps reflecting uncertain-
ty around the outlook for policy and 
exchange rates under the new US 
administration, among other factors,” 
Barclays said in a research note.

“If the yen remains weak, however, 
there could still be some upside.”

Wednesday’s report for the final 
quarter of the year includes company 
polling following Donald Trump’s 

This file picture taken on Aug 8, 2014 shows employees of Toyota Motor’s 
subsidiary Toyota Motor Kyushu checking Lexus vehicles on an assembly 
line at the Miyata Plant in Miyawaka, Fukuoka Prefecture. Confidence 
among some of Japan’s biggest firms has rebounded for the first time in 
over a year, a key central bank survey showed on Dec 14, as a sliding yen 

boosts profit hopes. (AFP)

victory in the US presidential election.
The dollar has soared since the sur-

prise November election result, on 
hopes for a big government spending 
package and higher interest rates under 
the Trump administration.

The yen is now trading at multi-
month lows against the greenback, 
which makes Japanese products 
cheaper abroad and inflates the value 
of repatriated profits.

“It seems that Japanese manufactur-
ers are getting a big break from the 
recent yen depreciation,” said Takuji 
Okubo, chief economist at Japan 
Macro Advisors.

“But do they have a good reason to 
think it the yen’s slide will continue? I 
don’t think so. It all depends on how 
Trump executes his economic policy.”

Japan’s economy contracted in the 
last three months of 2015, before 
bouncing back this year, although the 
recovery has been wobbly.

Officials are under intense pressure 
to deliver a boost to growth as Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s spend-for-

growth policies appear to falter.
He launched his “Abenomics” 

growth blitz in early 2013 — a mix of 
massive monetary easing, government 
spending and red-tape slashing.

But promised reforms to the highly 
regulated economy have been slow in 
coming.

Tokyo in July announced a whop-
ping 28-trillion-yen ($243-billion) 
package aimed at kickstarting growth, 
after Britain’s June vote to quit the 
European Union sent financial markets 
into a tailspin and initially sparked a 
rally of the safe-haven yen. The cur-
rency’s downtrend has since been 
reversed.

The cheaper yen could help shore 
up Japan’s inflation rate, which 
remains way below the Bank of 
Japan’s official 2.0 percent target.

The BoJ last month pushed back the 
timeline for hitting the target.

It now expects to hit the goal by 
March 2019 — four years later than its 
original target and the latest in a string 
of delays.

Tempers flare in bank lines, political tensions rise

Venezuelans rush to unload bank notes
CARACAS, Venezuela, Dec 14, (AP): Venezuelans took a 
break from lining up to buy food and medicine Tuesday and 
spent their day waiting in crowds to deposit bank notes 
about to become worthless.

As tempers flared in bank lines, political tensions rose as 
well, with congress officially charging President Nicolas 
Maduro with dereliction of duty for driving the South 
American country into economic ruin.

Maduro made a surprise announce-
ment over the weekend that the 
100-bolivar note, having already lost 
most of its value this year, will be 
taken out of circulation Wednesday. It 
is the country’s largest-denominated 
bill and the most widely used.

Monday was a bank holiday, so start-
ing Tuesday morning people lined up 
before banks opened waiting to deposit 
their 100-bolivar notes in their accounts. 
Wealthier Venezuelans skipped the 
lines and instead carted backpacks full 
of bills to spend them at restaurants and 
upscale shopping centers.

People working in Venezuela’s 
informal economy who keep their sav-
ings in cash talked gloomily at taxi 
stands and street kiosks. About one-
third of Venezuelans don’t have bank 
accounts, so have no way to deposit 
the soon-to-be-worthless bills.

The 100-bolivar note fell in value 
this year from 10 cents to 2 cents. 
Some are using the bills to decorate 
Christmas trees or are handing them 
out as party favors at bars.

The socialist government has prom-
ised to release higher-denomination 
notes this week amid the world’s high-
est inflation and widespread shortages 
of goods. But economists say the roll-
out will not be fast enough to replace 
the 100-bolivar note and avoid a tem-
porary freeze on cash transactions. On 
Tuesday, banks quickly ran out of 
lower denomination bills.

Along with the surprise decommis-
sioning of the most widely used bill, 
Maduro shut the border with Colombia 
this week, saying a 72-hour closure 
was needed to attack “mafias” that are 
destabilizing the economy by hoarding 
hard-to-find bolivar notes and sending 
them back across the border for huge 
gain. Critics mocked the idea that 
gangsters would keep their wealth in 
the world’s fastest devaluing currency.

Eurozone finmins halt Greece debt relief
BRUSSELS, Dec 14, (AFP): Eurozone 
finance ministers on Wednesday sus-
pended debt relief for bailed-out Greece 
after Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras hiked spending for pensioners, 
angering austerity champion Germany.

The setback echoed the worst set-
backs of the Greek debt crisis as the 
eurozone and the International 
Monetary Fund battle over how far to 
push Athens on implementing more 
tough policy reforms.

Leftist premier Tsipras on Thursday 
made the surprise one-off payout to 
1.6 million low-income pensioners, 
along with a sales tax break for islands 
sheltering thousands of migrants.

Tsipras’ critics at home immediate-
ly denounced it as an electoral ploy but 
the premier said “Europe owes a debt” 

to the islands that are on the frontline 
of the migrant crisis. Eurozone finance 
ministers however said the measures 
could violate the terms of Greece’s 
third bailout, agreed in July 2015 after 
six months of bitter talks that nearly 
saw Athens crash out of the euro. 

“The institutions have concluded 
that the actions of the Greek govern-
ment appear to not be in line with our 
agreements,” said a spokesman for 
Eurogroup chief Jeroen Dijsselbloem, 
the head of the 19-nation eurozone 
club which oversees Greece’s massive 
86-billion euro bailout.

There is “no unanimity now for 
implementing short-term debt mea-
sures,” he added.

The Athens stock exchange index 
lost over three percent in response to 

the announcement which came after 
Berlin expressed its firm opposition to 
the extra spending by Tsipras.

“If the rescue programme is going 
to be deemed a success, it is impera-
tive that measures are not taken unilat-
erally,” a spokesman for the German 
Finance Ministry said in response to 
the 617-million-euro package.

Berlin asked that the institutions 
overseeing the bailout -- the European 
Commission, the ECB and the euro-
zone’s ESM bailout fund -- review the 
measures and suspend the hard-won 
and very modest debt relief measures.

Greece’s debt totals more than 300 
billione euros, equal to 180 percent of 
total annual economic output and com-
pared with the European Union’s ceil-
ing of 60 percent.



FOX suing Bangkok Bank

An Asian unit of 21st Century Fox says it has launched 
legal action against Thailand’s biggest bank for failing to 
honor payment guarantees it made on behalf of opera-
tors of two digital TV channels.

FOX Networks Group Asia, a distributor of programming 
from the Fox Television Group, said in a statement Wednes-
day it acted after Bangkok Bank failed to honor two separate 
guarantees for payments by GMM Grammy PCL and CTH 
PCL for distribution of its channels in Thailand.

It said that under 5-year agreements signed in 2013, the 
Thai companies owed FOX more than $71 million. (AP)
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Seoul pools KEPCO, Samsung, others in renewables drive

South Korea in $37 bln bid to seize global green energy lead
SEOUL, Dec 14, (RTRS): South Ko-
rea aims to vault from laggard to leader 
in the renewable energy industry, as 
Seoul prepares to hook the country’s 
tech giants up to nearly $40 billion in 
public funds in a bold plan to become a 
new global leader in green power.

Amid questions over the future of 
clean energy in the United States under 
President-elect Donald Trump, as well 
as China’s appetite for cutting fossil 
fuel reliance, Seoul is accelerating into 
battery and ‘smart’ grid technology — 
vital to store and transmit power whose 
generation changes with the weather.

Fresh from unveiling a 42 trillion won 
($37 billion) support package, Seoul 
said last month it now aims to double 
the amount of green energy it produces 
by 2025 — 10 years ahead of previous 
plans. As well as cutting overwhelming 
reliance on coal and nuclear power, the 
plan aims to tap into the prowess of Ko-
rean tech leaders like Samsung — previ-
ously focused on consumer electronics 
— to build a major new export industry.

“South Korea definitely has the poten-
tial when it comes to clean tech because 
of government incentives but also the al-
ready established companies there,” said 
Vishal Sapru, Program Manager, Power 
Quality/Power Supplies at consultancy 
Frost & Sullivan. “They are strong con-
tenders when it comes to utility-scale 
storage ... They have the bandwidth to 
meet aggressive demand.”

The push by Asia’s 4th-largest econ-
omy comes as global climate change 
treaty commitments dovetail with a 
race among the world’s tech firms for 
new revenue streams while growth in 
goods like smartphones slows. The In-
ternational Energy Agency now sees 
28 percent of the world’s power being 

generated from renewable sources by 
2021, up from 23 percent in 2015.

Firms from General Electric to 
Europe’s ABB are eyeing growth in 
smart grids and batteries — and have a 
head start. But by combining the pow-
er transmission know-how of its state 
utilities with private sector expertise 
in batteries and power controls, South 
Korea is well placed to gain ground, 
industry executives say.

“One of Korea’s strengths is IT 
technology, particularly semiconduc-
tors and battery,” said Lee Jeong-min, 
a senior manager of energy storage 
systems sales team at Hyosung Corp 
. “If we link them together with new 
energy business, we can catch up.”

Hyosung is among several private 
firms partnering with state utility Korea 
Electric Power Corp (KEPCO) to devel-
op smart grid and energy storage systems 
at home and in international markets.

KEPCO is now working on some 40 
overseas energy and power distribu-
tion projects. It agreed in November 
with the US state of Virginia to devel-
op 10 energy projects, echoing similar 
deals it has agreed with Canada’s On-
tario state as well as Dubai.

“We play our role in operating the 
power grid and leading new busi-
nesses, while private sector partners 
do their part by making products and 
supplying them,” Hwang Woohyun, 
vice president of KEPCO, told Reuters 
in an interview.

To help extend Korean companies’ 
global reach, KEPCO plans to invest 
8.3 trillion won in collaborative pro-
grammes by 2020. Meanwhile partner 
Samsung SDI is eying 3 trillion won 
in investments on battery development 
by 2020.
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 Bloomberg Today’s Today’s closing  Prev closing % 1-week 3-month YTD 12-month 24-month
Index name ticker value as of  value value change change change change change change

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Composite AMIC December 14, 2016  166.03   167.60  -0.94% 1.71% 11.93% 5.27% 5.29% -6.12%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Kuwait Only AMIC December 14, 2016  159.29   160.80  -0.94% 1.78% 11.03% 3.53% 3.42% -7.73%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Active  AMIC December 14, 2016  77.81   77.47  0.44% 3.05% 8.81% 7.03% 6.38% -1.97%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Banking Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  261.60   265.65  -1.52% 2.36% 10.04% -7.21% -7.93% -11.08%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Investment Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  45.79   45.97  -0.40% 1.29% -2.27% -2.66% -2.12% -33.36%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Insurance Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  15.76   15.86  -0.66% 0.67% 0.00% -17.86% -18.31% -49.52%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Real Estate Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  48.96   48.92  0.10% 1.80% 7.41% -3.48% -2.56% -3.02%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Industrial Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  121.07   120.65  0.35% 1.15% 5.38% -3.84% -4.08% -11.45%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Services Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  198.76   201.07  -1.15% 1.86% 17.23% 15.76% 16.12% -6.26%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Food Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  380.28   383.16  -0.75% 0.03% 4.95% 26.31% 25.47% -1.24%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Islamic Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  126.89   128.33  -1.12% 1.96% 12.30% -0.70% -1.25% -5.73%
Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Non Kuwaiti Sector AMIC December 14, 2016  424.89   428.47  -0.83% 0.25% 34.38% 59.97% 66.85% 57.31%
Kuwait Stock Exchange Index - Price KWSEIDX December 14, 2016  5,671.98   5,671.62  0.01% 1.48% 4.47% 1.01% 0.99% 460.68%
S&P 500 SPX December 13, 2016  2,271.72   2,256.96  0.65% 2.69% 6.87% 10.10% 12.35% 13.45%
DJ Islamic Index. DJIM December 13, 2016  2,944.24   2,927.45  0.57% 2.49% 0.93% 4.37% 6.49% 4.97%

National Bank of Kuwait
Money Market Funds Watani KD Money Market Fund NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly Oct 4, 2016 KD   1.408 1.407 Sept 27, 2016
 Watani KD Money Market  Fund II NBK Capital Weekly Nov 29, 2016 KD  1.021 1.020  Nov 22, 2016
 Watani KD Money Market  Fund (Islamic) NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly Oct 4, 2016 KD  1.184 1.184 Sept 27, 2016
 Watani Foreign Currency Money Mkt Fund NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly Oct 4, 2016 USD  1.314 1.314 Sept 27, 2016
 Watani Foreign Currency Money Mkt Fund (Euro) NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly Oct 4, 2016 Euro  1.246 1.246 Sept 27, 2016
 Watani USD Money Market Fund (Acc
 to Islamic Shariah principles) NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly  Oct 4, 2016 USD  1.102 1.101 Sept 27, 2016
 Watani USD Money Market Fund (Acc
 to Islamic Shariah principles) II NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly Oct 4, 2016 USD  10.041 10.041 Sept 27, 2016
 Watani USD Money Market Fund NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly Nov 22, 2016 USD  10.160 10.160 Oct 18, 2016
 Watani KD Money Market Fund (Acc
 to Islamic Shariah principles) II NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. Weekly  Nov 22, 2016 KD  1.019 1.018 Oct 18, 2016
Equity Funds NBK Gulf Equity Fund NBK Capital Weekly Oct 13, 2016 USD  1.193 1.189 Oct 6, 2016
 NBK Kuwait Equity Fund NBK Capital Weekly Nov 17, 2016 KD  0.604 0.566 Oct 16, 2016
 NBK Qatar Equity Fund NBK Capital Weekly Oct 13, 2016 USD   1.641 1.636 Oct 6, 2016
 Gulf Equity Investment Fund NBK Capital Weekly April 7, 2016 USD 9.995
Ijara Fund Thahabi Ijara Fund VI Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly April 30, 2016 USD    10.000 10.000 Feb 29, 2016
 Thahabi Ijara Fund VII Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly April 30, 2016 USD   10.000 10.000 Feb 29, 2016
 Islamic KD Ijara Fund II Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly May 31, 2016 KD   10.000 10.000 March 31, 2016
 Islamic KD  Ijara Fund III Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly May 31, 2016 KD   10.000 10.000 Feb 29, 2016
 Islamic KD  Ijara Fund IV Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly May 31, 2016 KD   10.000 10.000 March 31, 2016
 Islamic KD  Ijara Fund V Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly May 31, 2016 USD   10.000 10.000 March 31, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund I Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly June 30, 2016 USD 10.000 10.000 April 30, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund II Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly June 30, 2016 USD 10.000 10.000 April 30, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund III  Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly July 31, 2016 USD 10.000 10.000 May 31, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund IV Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly June 30, 2016 USD 10.000 10.000 May 31, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund V Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly July 31, 2016 USD 10.000 10.000 May 31, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund VI Wafra Capital Partners L.P Cayman Islands Monthly July 31, 2016 USD 10.000 10.000 May 31, 2016
 Islamic Equipment Leasing Fund I Ltd Wafra Capital Partners L.P. Cayman Islands Monthly June 30, 2016  USD 10.000 10.000 May 31, 2016
Multi Asset Funds Thahabi Multi  Asset Fund  – Con Portfolio Frontier Capital Management (Jersey) Ltd Monthly June 30, 2016 USD   96.164 95.710 April 30, 2016 
 Thahabi Multi  Asset Fund – Mo Portfolio Frontier Capital Management (Jersey) Ltd Monthly June 30, 2016 USD   88.490 87.790 April 30, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Gulf Bank
 Al Basha’er GCC Equity Fund Kwt. Fin. & Inv. Co. & Gulf Fin. House Monthly Oct 30, 2016 USD   6.206 6.164 Sept 30, 2016
 Coast Fund Coast Investment  & Dev. Co. Monthly Nov 30, 2016 KD   0.606 0.592 Oct 30, 2016
 Sanaya Dow Jones Kuwait Index Fund Industrial & Financial Investment Co. Weekly Nov 24, 2016 KD   0.563 0.562 Oct 27, 2016
 Markaz Capital Preservation Program 1   Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD  0.916 0.917 Sept 30, 2016
 Markaz Capital Preservation Program 2   Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD  0.937 0.938 Sept 30, 2016
 Markaz Gulf Real Estate Fund  Bi-annual Nov 30, 2016 KD 1.421 1.438 Oct 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Al Ahli Bank
 Al Ahli Gulf Fund Al Ahli Bank Monthly Nov 30, 2016 KD   0.875 0.843 Oct 31, 2016
 Al Ahli Kuwaiti Fund Al Ahli Bank Monthly Nov 30, 2016 KD  0.750 0.741 Oct 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Burgan Bank
 Burgan Equity Fund Burgan Bank Monthly Oct 23, 2016 KD  1.578 1.592 Sept 30, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Boubyan Bank
 Boubyan KD Money Market Fund  Boubyan Bank Weekly Nov 29, 2016 KD   1.059 1.058 Nov 1, 2016
 Boubyan KD Money Market Fund II Boubyan Bank Weekly Nov 29, 2016 KD 1.003 1.002 Nov 1, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Boubyan Capital Investment Co.
 Boubyan USD Liquidity Fund  Boubyan Capital Investment Co  Nov 29, 2016 USD   10.000 10.160 Nov 1, 2016
 Boubyan Kuwait Real Estate Fund  Boubyan Capital Investment Co  Dec 31, 2016 KD   1.020 1.020 Sept 30, 2015
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Kuwait Investment Co.
Local Fund Al Raed Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Dec 8, 2016 KD  0.905 0.892 Nov 30, 2016
 Kuwait Investment Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Nov 30, 2016 KD   0.607 0.581 Oct 31, 2016
 Al Hilal Fund Kuwait Investment Co Monthly Dec 12, 2016 KD  0.542 0.542 Nov 30, 2016
 Al Atheer Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Nov 30, 2016 KD   1.076 1.064 Oct 31, 2016
International Global Bond Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Dec 7, 2016 USD     23.780 23.580 Nov 30, 2016
 Diversified Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Dec 7, 2016 USD    17.560 17.430 Nov 30, 2016
 European Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Nov 30, 2016 Euro     19.120 19.060 Oct 31, 2016
 Pacific Equity Fund Kuwait Investment Co Weekly Dec 7, 2016 USD  27.430 27.400 Nov 30, 2016    
 North American Equity Fund Kuwait Investment Co Tw. Monthly Nov 30, 2016 USD   17.120 16.660 Oct 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

National Investment Co. (NIC)
 Al-Wataniya Fund NIC Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD 0.529 0.527 Sept 30, 2016
 Al-Darij Fund NIC Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD    0.318 0.312 Sept 30, 2016
 Mawarid Fund NIC Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD    0.483 0.487 Sept 30, 2016
 Zajil Fund NIC Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD    0.688 0.688 Sept 30, 2016
 Al Mada Investment Fund NIC Weekly Oct 31, 2016 USD    0.675 0.666 Sept 30, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Kuwait Financial Centre (Markaz)
 Mumtaz Fund Kuwait Financial Center Weekly Nov 17, 2016 KD   3.688 3.641 Nov 10, 2016
  MIDAF Kuwait Financial Center Weekly Nov 17, 2016 KD   2.770 2.735 Nov 10, 2016
 Islamic Fund Kuwait Financial Center Weekly Nov 17, 2016 KD   1.387 1.374 Nov 10, 2016
 Markaz Arabian Fund Kuwait Financial Center Weekly Nov 10, 2016 KD    2.990 2.920 Nov 3, 2016

 FORSA Financial Fund Kuwait Financial Center Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD   0.835 0.833 Sept 30, 2016
 Real Estate Fund Kuwait Financial Center Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD 1.438 1.438 Sept 30, 2016
 Markaz Fixed Income Fund Kuwait Financial Center Monthly Nov 17, 2016 USD 11.380 11.420 Nov 10, 2016
 Mawazeen International Fund Kuwait Financial Center Weekly Nov 20, 2016 USD 8.820 8.850 Nov 13, 2016
 Markaz MENA Islamic Fund Kuwait Financial Center Weekly Nov 15, 2016 USD 10.050 9.920 Oct 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Kuwait & Middle East Financial & Inv. Co. 
 Al Rou’yah Fund KMEFIC Monthly Nov 30, 2016 KD 1.262 1.232 Oct 31, 2016
 Gulf Gate Fund KMEFIC Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD   0.944 0.918 Sept 30, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Global Investment House
Index Funds GCC Large Cap Index Fund Global Weekly Dec 1, 2016 KD   1.050 1.057 Nov 24, 2016
Equity Funds Al-Mamoun Fund A Global Weekly Dec 1, 2016 KD   0.564 0.557 Nov 24, 2016     
 Al-Mamoun Fund B Global Weekly Dec 1, 2016 KD    0.564 0.557 Nov 24, 2016    
   GCC Large Cap Fund Global Bi-weekly Nov 29, 2016 USD    136.600 134.380 Nov 22, 2016
 Al-Noor Fund Global Bi-weekly Nov 29, 2016 SAR    195.230 189.100 Nov 22, 2016
 Global Saudi Equity Fund Global Bi-weekly Nov 29, 2016 SAR    201.240 193.990 Nov 22, 2016
Money Market Funds Global Money Market Fund Global Weekly Nov 20, 2016 USD  1.160                       
Sectoral Funds EPADI Fund Global Weekly Nov 29, 2016 USD  100.950 99.450 Nov 22, 2016
Islamic Funds Global GCC Islamic Fund Global Weekly Nov 29, 2016 USD     92.210 90.800 Nov 22, 2016
 Al-Durra Islamic Fund Global Monthly Dec 1, 2016 KD  1.091 1.086 Nov 24, 2016    
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Kuwait Finance & Investment Co (KFIC)
 Al Wasm Fund KFIC Weekly Nov 30, 2016 KD  0.360 0.341 Oct 12, 2016
 Al Basha’er GCC Equity Fund KFIC Monthly Sept 30, 2016 USD 6.160 6.459 July 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

KAMCO
 KAMCO  Investment Fund KAMCO Monthly Nov 30, 2016 KD 0.889 0.857 Oct 30, 2016
 KAMCO GCC Opportunities Fund KAMCO Monthly Feb 29, 2016 USD  114.380 127.960 Dec 31, 2015
 KAMCO MENA Plus Fixed Income Fund KAMCO  Nov 30, 2016 USD 10.250 9.960 Sept 30, 2016
 KAMCO Real Estate Yield Fund KAMCO  Nov 30, 2016 USD 10.220 10.180 Oct 30, 2016
 Kuwait Education Fund KAMCO Quartely Sept 30, 2016 KD 1.457
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Wafra International Investment Co.
 Wafra Equity Fund Wafra Co. Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD   0.747 0.745 Sept 30, 2016 
 Wafra Bond Fund Wafra Co. Monthly Sept 30, 2016 KD   1.021 1.019 Aug 31, 2016 
 Masaref Investment Fund ISKAN Weekly Oct 31, 2016 KD 0.722 0.681 Sept 30, 2016
 Fajir Islamic Fund Wafra Co. Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD   0.542 0.537 Sept 30, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Shuaa Capital Co.
 Emirates Gateway Fund Shuaa Capital Weekly Dec 6, 2016 AED     14.280 13.880 Nov 29, 2016
 The Arab Gateway Fund Shuaa Capital Weekly Dec 6, 2016 USD 28.500 26.740 Nov 29, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Al Aman Investment
 Al Aman Islamic Fund Al Aman Investment Weekly Oct 31, 2016 KD   0.294 0.337 July 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Tharwa Investment Co.
 Tharwa Investment Fund Tharwa Investment Co Weekly Oct 31, 2016 KD  1.361 1.377 Sept 30, 2016 
  Tharwa Arab Investment Fund Tharwa Investment Co Bi-weekly July 31, 2016 USD    1.977 2.251 June 30, 2016
 Tharwa World Fund Tharwa Investment Co Monthly March 31, 2016 USD  1.024 0.986 March 15, 2016
 Tharwa Islamic Fund Tharwa Investment Co Monthly Oct 31, 2016 KD  0.585 0.598 Sept 30, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Bank Al-Bilad
 Al Seef Fund Bank Al-Bilad Daily Nov 23, 2016 KD   0.361 0.355 Nov 9, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Commercial International Bank
 CIB Money Market Fund (Osoul) CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 14, 2016 EGP   276.330  276.120 Dec 12, 2016    
 CIB II Equity (Isthethmar) CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 14, 2016 EGP  120.360 118.260 Dec 12, 2016
 CIB and Faisal Islamic Al Aman CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 14, 2016 EGP  68.500 66.650 Dec 12, 2016
 Hemaya CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 12, 2016 EGP 163.750 159.900 Dec 1, 2016
 Thabat CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 14, 2016 EGP 162.780 162.680 Dec 12, 2016
 Takamol CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 14, 2016 EGP 122.830 121.670 Dec 12, 2016
 Misr El Mostakbel CI Asset Management Weekly Dec 14, 2016 EGP 22.330 22.230 Dec 12, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Noor Financial Investment Co.
 Noor Islamic Fund Noor Financial Investment Co Monthly Feb 29, 2016 KD    0.613 0.645 Dec 31, 2015 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Al Zumorroda Investment Co.
 Zumorroda GCC Fund Al Zumorroda Investment Co Monthly Jan 31, 2016 KD  0.481 0.543 Dec 31, 2015
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

KFH Capital Investment Co.
 Muthanna Islamic Index Fund (MUDX) KFH Capital Investment Company Daily Nov 30, 2016 KD 0.306 0.296 Oct 31, 2016  
 Muthanna GCC Islamic Banks Fund KFH Capital Investment Company Daily Nov 30, 2016 KD 0.620 0.606 Oct 31, 2016
 Baitak GCC Fund KFH Capital Investment Company Weekly Nov 30, 2016 KD 0.869 0.856 Oct 31, 2016
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

CapCorp Investment Co.
 CapCorp Local Fund CapCorp Investment Company Weekly Sept 29, 2016 KD  0.713 0.720 July 31, 2016

 Funds  Fund Manager Valuation Valued date Currency Net Asset  Prev  NAV Prev NAV Dated
 Value (NAV)
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 Funds  Fund Manager Valuation Valued date Currency Net Asset  Prev  NAV Prev NAV Dated
 Value (NAV)
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Asia confidence slips
Firms fret about sluggish demand, political uncertainty

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 
14, (RTRS): Confidence in 
Asia toward business con-
ditions over the coming six 
months dropped in the final 
quarter of 2016 to its low-
est level in a year as firms 
fretted about sluggish de-
mand in a persistently low-
growth economic environ-
ment, a Thomson Reuters/
INSEAD survey found.

Firms also flagged political un-
certainty as a key near-term risk, 
including that brought by the elec-
tion of Donald Trump to the US 
presidency — an outcome some 
cited as a key risk in the same sur-
vey three months prior.

The Thomson Reuters/INSEAD 
Asian Business Sentiment Index, rep-
resenting the half-year outlook of 118 
firms, fell to 63 from 68 in the Septem-
ber quarter, although it remained above 
the 50 mark separating optimism from 
pessimism.

“The fall in the business sentiment 
index confirms what we have seen over 
the past few years: The world econo-
my is growing but in a way that looks 
suboptimal,” said Singapore-based 
economics professor Antonio Fatas at 
global business school INSEAD. “It 
seems very difficult to regain a high 
state of confidence.”

Asian companies are particularly 
reliant on demand from China where 
slowing economic performance has 
been the main cause for concern 
over the past few years. But in recent 
weeks, political worries have come 
to the fore.

Trump has advocated more US-
centric trade relations and the 
cancellation of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership trade pact. He has also 
vowed to repatriate jobs such as 
in the outsourcing industry which 
flourishes in the Philippines, where 
new president Rodrigo Duterte is 
known for anti-American rhetoric.

In South Korea, lawmakers have 
voted to impeach President Park 
Geun-hye over an influence-ped-
dling scandal after weeks of pro-
tests, while in India, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi abolished 86 percent 

of the country’s cash overnight to 
tackle corruption.

Firms have to navigate such 
events “with the possibility of either 
‘muddling through’ as we have man-
aged to do over the last two years or 
hitting a wall because one of these 
uncertain events turns negative,” 
said Fatas.

Thomson Reuters and INSEAD 
polled firms across Asia from Nov. 28 
through Dec 9. Of 118 respondents, 
just over 42 percent were positive to-
ward business prospects over the next 
six months, 41 percent were neutral 
and 16 percent were negative.

Respondents included Australia’s 
Transurban Group, India’s Reliance 
Industries Ltd, PT Telekomunikasi In-
donesia (Persero) Tbk, Japan’s Asahi 
Group Holdings Ltd, Korea Aerospace 
Industries Ltd and the Philippine Na-
tional Bank.

Firms in Australia were the most 
positive with their subindex of 86 al-
though that was still 2 points lower 
than three months prior. Only Sin-
gaporean firms were negative with a 
subindex of 46, albeit an improvement 
from the 38 of September.

Sentiment tumbled the most in the 

usually upbeat Philippines, to 70 from 
94. Though optimistic, the subindex 
compared with that economy’s aver-
age of 91 over the survey’s seven-year 
life.

Sentiment fell in China, to 80 from 
90, in India to 70 from 75 and in Thai-
land to 60 from 72. But in South Korea 
it rose to 57 from 50 despite the politi-
cal turmoil.

“Outside of Thailand, we expect 
to see a slower pace of economic 
growth in our main markets in Asia-
Pacific, including Australia, China 
and Singapore in the near term,” said 
Chairman and Chief Executive Wil-
liam Heinecke of Thai hotelier and 
retail distributor Minor International 
PCL.

Heinecke also said his company ex-
pected global tourism to be resilient in 
the current climate, and that the retail 
food service industry would be stable 
in its key markets.

By sector, the retail and leisure sub-
index fell to 56 in the fourth quarter 
from 68 in the third. Household, food 
and beverage firms were the most opti-
mistic at 79, up from 72, whereas those 
in the autos sector were the most pes-
simistic at 40 from 60.

TCS ousts Mistry from board Exports, tourism fight to recover one month after NZ quake
MUMBAI, Dec 14, (AFP): India’s 
Tata has ousted Cyrus Mistry as 
a director of its cash cow IT busi-
ness Tata Consultancy Services as 
the Indian conglomerate steps up 
its purge of its former chairman.

TCS said in a statement late on 
Tuesday that shareholders had voted 
overwhelmingly at an extraordinary 
general meeting in India’s commer-
cial Mumbai to dump Mistry from its 
board.

In the statement to the National 
Stock Exchange of India it said that 
Mistry is “hereby removed from the 
office of Director of the Company with 
effect from the date of this meeting”.

Mistry was unceremoniously sacked 

in October as chairman of Tata Sons, 
the holding company of India’s most 
famous family conglomerate -- the 
$103 billion steel-to-salt Tata Group.

The shock move saw company pa-
triarch Ratan Tata reassert his author-
ity over the sprawling group.

Tata Sons has called for its operat-
ing companies to hold EGMs to oust 
Mistry from their various boards. TCS 
was the latest, and biggest, to do so.

Tata Industries removed Mistry 
as director on Monday. Other group 
companies including Indian Hotels 
Co Ltd, Tata Steel, Tata Motors, and 
Tata Chemicals are scheduled to hold 
EGM’s in the next week to decide Mis-
try’s fate.

WELLINGTON, Dec 14, (RTRS): 
Parts of New Zealand’s key export in-
dustries and its vital tourism sector are 
battling to get back on track a month 
after a deadly earthquake rocked the 
nation, crippling roads and slowing 
shipping.

At one of the country’s main ports in 
Wellington, ‘no-entry’ signs dot parts 
of the site hit by liquefaction, cracking 
or buckling, hampering shipments of 
items like meat and farm produce to 
destinations including China and Aus-
tralia.

While 150 km away in the resort 
town of Kaikoura, often touted as the 
nation’s whale-watching capital, res-
taurants and hotels lie nearly empty as 

the roads that once carried in busloads 
of tourists through steep mountains re-
main closed.

Wellington’s port and Kaikoura 
are at the forefront of fallout from 
the Nov. 14 quake, which New Zea-
land’s central bank has initially esti-
mated will cost the NZ $250 billion 
($180 billion) economy up to NZ $8 
billion.

“We are important to the regional 
economy, so it is important to resume 
(full) operations soon,” said Derek 
Nind, CEO of CentrePort Wellington, 
the port in the country’s capital which 
lies about 480 km from the epicentre of 
magnitude-7.8 temblor that killed two 
people.

“We need to think how we build 
resilience into our ports. I am try-
ing to get world experts to help us 
on that.”

Nind added that the port, which 
handled trade worth NZ $3.3 billion in 
2015, was unlikely to run at full throt-
tle until April, although it did manage 
to partially resume some operations in 
the days after the quake.

Major problems at the site include 
container shipping and cold stor-
age that remain out of bounds, while 
Nind’s own office is also in a no-go 
zone.

Nind said it was not yet possible to 
assess how much business would be 
lost due to the quake.

One sign of progress comes as the 
port says its key log shipping opera-
tions are “back to normal” in Decem-
ber after they were hit the month be-
fore.

That is good news for companies 
that rely on the port as one of the main 
shipping points for New Zealand’s 
rapidly growing forestry industry, 
its third-largest export earner behind 
dairy and meat.

“November will probably be our 
weakest month on calendar, al-
though things have started to flow 
back now,” said Steve Wilton, CEO 
of Masterton-based Forest Enterpris-
es Ltd, the nation’s No.1 Forestry in-
vestment firm.
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EGP weakens to almost 19 per dollar

The Egyptian pound weak-
ened on Wednesday as banks 
paid more to buy dollars from 
clients in an effort to attract 
dollar liquidity into the banking 
system, but volumes remain 
low.

The dollar was being sold for 
almost 19 pounds per dollar on 
Wednesday, strengthening from 
around 18.4 earlier in the day. 

Banks are now buying dollars 
from clients at rates ranging from 

18.2 per dollar to 18.89 per dol-
lar.

“There is not enough dollar 
volume being supplied, so that 
causes the price to rise sharply,” 
said one banker.

“Banks are trying to raise the 
prices they buy dollars at to at-
tract clients to sell,” he added.

Egypt’s central bank aban-
doned its currency peg of 8.8 
pounds to the US dollar on 
Nov.3 in a move it hopes will 

unlock currency inflows and 
bring back foreign investors 
who were driven away after a 
2011 uprising.

Under the currency peg, 
dollar supplies were rationed 
by the central bank, forcing 
businesses to go to the black 
market for foreign currency. 
Bankers say it will take time for 
those dollars to be absorbed 
into the banking system after 
the float. (RTRS)

Kuwait stocks tread
water; volume jumps

Gulf bank gains 10 fi ls; Ooredoo fl at

By John Mathews
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: 
Kuwait stocks trod water 
on Wednesday as the mar-
ket took a breather after 
four–day gains driven by 
bullish sentiment over the 
output deal by oil produc-
ers. The bourse inched 0.36 
pts higher in choppy trade 
to 5,671.98 even as the 
board remained broadly 
mixed. 

The KSX 15 dropped 8.75 pts 
to 8,86.78 points trimming the 
month’s gains to 2 points while 
weighted index eased 2.64 points. 
The volume turnover meanwhile 
rebounded to hit a fresh multi-
month high. 289 million shares 
changed hands — a 43 pct surge 
from the day before

In the individual shares. National 
Bank of Kuwait slipped 10 fi ls to 
650 fi ls after trading over 1 million 
shares and Gulf Bank climbed 10 
fi ls with a volume of over 9 million. 
Kuwait Food Co (Americana) was 
down 20 fi ls at KD 2.600.

Zain dropped 10 fi ls to 425 fi ls 
taking the month’s gains to 25 fi ls 
while Wataniya Telecom (Oore-
doo) stood pat at KD 1.140 off early 
highs. Kuwait Telecommunications 
Co (VIVA) was fl at at KD 0.920 
and logistics major Agility followed 
suit.

Kuwait Finance House dipped 10 
fi ls erasing Tuesday’s gains while 
Gulf Bank of Kuwait added 10 
fi ls. The company has recorded a 
net profi t of KD 32.80 million and 
earnings per share of 11 fi ls in the 
Jan-Sept period up from net profi t 
of KD 29.62 million and earnings 
per share of 10 fi ls in the year be-
fore period. 

The market opened fi rm and 
edged higher in early trade. The 
main index scaled the day’s high-
est mark of 5,672.04 points and re-
treated thereafter as selling kicked 
in after the recent gains. It plumbed 
the day’s lowest level of 5,651.9 pts 
past the mid-session before revving 
up to close in the green turf.

Top gainer of the day, KSHC ral-
lied 8.93 percent to 30.5 fi ls while 
Investors Holding Group climbed 
8.16 percent to stand close behind. 
Boubyan International Industries 
tumbled 10.4 pct, the steepest de-
cliner of the day and Investors 
Holding Group topped the volume 
with over 52 million shares.

National Industries Group, the 
fl agship company of the Kharafi  
Group, eased 2 fi ls to 124 fi ls while 
Gulf Cable was unchanged at 385 
fi ls. Heavy Industries Engineering 
and Shipbuilding Co clipped 2 fi ls 
and Kuwait Foundry Co followed 
suit to wind up at 176 fi ls.

Jazeera Airways fell 10 fils to 
close at KD 0.770 whereas ALAF-
CO held ground at 220 fils. Ku-
wait National Cinema Co paused 
at KD 0.960 and KCPC took in 
2 fils before settling at 170 fils. 
ACICO Industries Co stagnated at 
270 fils. 

Boubyan Petrochemical Co rose 
10 fi ls and Equipment Holding Co 
edged 1.5 fi ls higher to 46.5 fi ls. 
Humansoft Holding Co and Com-
bined Group Contracting Co were 
fl at at KD 2.260 and KD 0.620 re-
spectively 

Mezzan Holding slid 30 fi ls while 
Qurain Petrochemical Industries 
Co stalled at 228 fi ls. The company 
has registered a net profi t of KD 
10,487,657 and earnings per share 
of 10.08 fi ls in the January-Septem-
ber period.

Dipped
Independent Petroleum Group 

climbed 15 fi ls and Yiaco Medical 
Co. dipped 10 fi ls. The company 
has logged a nine-month net loss of 
KD 2.40 million and loss per share 
of 13.24 fi ls as compared to net 
profi t of KD 751,920 and earnings 
per of 4.13 fi ls in 9M of 2015. 

Kuwait and Gulf Link Transport 
Co took in 1 fi ls whereas KGL Lo-
gistics Co gave up 1 fi ls to close at 
71 fi ls. Zimah Holding Co was un-
changed at 41 fi ls and Al Rai Media 
Group slipped 4 fi ls to 148 fi ls after 
eking marginal gains in the last ses-
sion. 

In the banking sector, Burgan 
Bank was fl at at 300 fi ls after trad-
ing over 2 million shares while Al 
Ahli Bank and Ahli United Bank 
were down 5 fi ls each to close at 
295 fi ls and 395 fi ls respectively.

Boubyan Bank fell 5 fi ls and Ku-
wait International Bank eased 2 fi ls 
to 

204 fi ls. Warba Bank stagnated at 
218 fi ls whereas Commercial Bank 
of Kuwait was not trade during the 
session.

Investment conglomerate KIPCO 
was unchanged at KD 0.510 and 
National Investment Co too did not 
budge from its earlier close of 99 
fi ls. International Financial Advi-
sors inched 0.5 fi ls into red while 
Coast Investment Co and Securities 
House Co took in 0.5 fi ls each. 

Gulf Investment House and 
Aayan Investment Co gave up 0.5 

fils each while KMEFIC paused 
at 23.5 fils. Bayan Investment Co 
clipped 0.5 fils whereas Osoul In-
vestment Co and Unicap added 2.5 
fils each. 

Al Deera Holding and Al Salam 
Investment Co took in 0.5 fi ls each 
whereas Ektittab Holding stood pat 
at 37 fi ls. Noor Financial Invest-
ment Co fell 0.5 fi ls and Al Madina 
followed suit. Commercial Facili-
ties Co stalled at 156 fi ls.

KFIC added 2.5 fi ls and Al Mal 
Investment Co ticked 1 fi ls higher 
to 21.5 fi ls. Kuwait Reinsurance 
Co gave up 2 fi ls and Sokouk Hold-
ing eased 0.5 fi ls to 36.5 fi ls. Arzan 
inched 0.5 fi ls up to 31.5 fi ls

Kuwait Real Estate Co and Unit-
ed Real Estate Co dialed down 1 fi ls 
each whereas National Real Estate 
Co clipped 2 fi ls. Mabanee Co was 
unchanged at 840 fi ls and Mazaya 
Holding Co followed suit. Argan 
Real Estate Co dipped 4 fi ls to 166 
fi ls. 

The market has been upbeat so 
far during the week and has gained 
81 points in last four sessions. It has 
rallied 116 points from the start of 
the month and is up 1 pct year-to-
date. KSE, with 208 listed compa-
nies, is the second largest bourse in 
the region. 

In the bourse related news, Sh-
uaiba Industrial Co has recorded a 
net profit of KD 1.66 million and 
earnings per share of 20.94 fils 
in 2016, 9M up from net profit 
of KD 1.33 mln and earnings per 
share of 16.83 fils in same period 
of 2015. 

Aqar Real Estate Investments Co. 
has registered a net profi t of KD 
923,223 and earnings per share of 
4.34 fi ls in the January-September 

period down from net profi t of 
KD 1.72 million and EPS of 7.63 
fi ls in the 9M of 2015.

Jeeran Holding Co. has logged a 
net profi t of KD 431,750 and earn-
ings per share of 3.17 fi ls in the fi rst 
nine-month of 2016 up sharply from 
net profi t of KD 177,518 and earn-
ings per share of 1.30 fi ls in the 9M 
of 2015. 

Kuwait Building Materials Mfg 
has registered a net profi t of KD 
159,204 and earnings per share of 
5.3 fi ls in the January-September 
period as against net profi t of KD 
363,059 and earnings per share of 
12 fi ls in the same period last year.

Hilal Cement Company has 
logged a net loss of KD 3,709 and 
loss per share of 0.04 fi ls in the 
January-September period of 2016 
narrowing from a net loss of KD 
117,151 and LPS of 1.39 fi ls in 
same period in 2015.

Investors cautious ahead of likely Fed rate cut

Gulf stock markets pull back
DUBAI, Dec 14, (RTRS): Stock mar-
kets in the Gulf retreated on Wednes-
day in shrinking trading volumes as 
investors turned cautious ahead of 
the US interest rate hike and guidance 
from the US central bank expected late 
in the day.

Petrochemical shares, which have 
been dragging Saudi Arabia’s main 
index lower over the last two ses-
sions, fell further. The main index 
lost 0.6 percent and all but one of 
the 14 listed petrochemical produc-
ers fell. PetroRabigh dropped 3.3 
percent.

Many analysts think the Saudi 
market’s uptrend is not reversing but 
stocks may take an extended breath-
er following a stellar performance 
over a six-week period which took 
the index to a one-year high earlier 
this week.

Wednesday marked the market’s 
second consecutive day of shrinking 
trading volume. The 2017 budget, 
expected to be announced late this 
month, looks likely to include more 
domestic fuel subsidy cuts, which is 
prompting some investors to cash 
out of domestic demand-focused 
shares for now.

Electronics and bookstore retailer 
Jarir fell 1.3 percent.

In Egypt, the main index pulled 
back a further 0.6 percent with selling 
pressure escalating in the final hour of 
trade.

Losers outnumbered gainers 24 to 

five with Orascom Telecom , the most 
heavily traded share, slumping 5.2 per-
cent. Shares in the conglomerate have 
been beaten down 20 percent since 
the company said its chief executive, 
billionaire Najuib Sawiris, announced 
early this month that he would step 
down.

The company did not give a reason 
for his departure, and analysts said the 
uncertainty had hit investor sentiment 
hard.

“Saying they are shutting down 
banking operations in North Korea and 
that their long-time CEO is leaving in 
one month’s time has left investors 
feeling battered,” said a Cairo-based 
equity analyst.

Dubai’s index fell for a second 
straight day, dropping 1.2 percent to 
3,584 points. It retreated below major 
technical resistance on its August peak 
of 3,624 points.

Trading volume shrank by roughly a 
half from the previous day’s very large 
amount. Most activity focused on mid-
sized speculative shares, suggesting 
local short-term traders were the main 
players and that foreign investors, who 
had been active buyers in previous 
days, had pulled back.

Builder Drake & Scull, the most 
heavily traded stock, fell 1.8 percent. 
Union Properties lost 1.7 percent.

Profit-taking also hit Abu Dhabi, 
dragging the index down 0.9 percent. 
Telecommunications operator Etisalat 
fell 1.3 percent and First Gulf Bank 

dropped 1.9 percent.
Qatar’s main index, which had out-

performed its regional peers on Tues-
day, retreated 0.4 percent. Commercial 
Bank lost 3.1 percent to 32.40 riyals on 
the first day of trading of its rights is-
sue, which will end on Dec. 28. The 
bank is offering new ordinary shares at 
25.50 riyals each.

Saudi  Arabia
■ The index fell 0.6 percent to 

7,066 points.

Egypt
■ The index lost 0.6 percent to 

11,317 points.

Dubai
■ The index fell 1.2 percent to 

3,584 points.

Abu Dhabi
■ The index lost 0.9 percent to 

4,497 points.

Qatar
■ The index retreated 0.4 percent to 

10,359 points.

Kuwait
■ Kuwait’s index was flat at 5,672 

points.

Bahrain
■ The index was flat at 1,188 points.

Oman
■ The index added 0.1 percent to 

5,737 points.

Mideast Stocks



PM May condemns UK’s rail strike Sri Lanka to sell loss-making port to China

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May condemned as “appalling” a 
rail strike that left hundreds of thou-
sands of London commuters fac-
ing a second day of travel chaos 
on Wednesday.

Speaking in parliament, she 
urged the two sides to find a so-
lution to avoid prolonging Britain’s 
worst rail disruption for two dec-
ades. Passengers trying to get to 
London from the southeast strug-
gled to get to work as drivers on 

Southern Rail — part of the coun-
try’s biggest rail franchise — con-
tinued a 48-hour stoppage over a 
dispute about whose job it should 
be to open and close the train 
doors. May called for an end to the 
action as Southern and the drivers’ 
union Aslef met for talks at the con-
ciliation service Acas before more 
stoppages planned for Friday and 
in January.

“This is an appalling strike,” she 
said. “We’ve seen driver-only oper-

ated trains on rail networks in the 
UK for decades. I hope that the 
talks at Acas are going to lead to 
an end to this strike.”

“There is only one body respon-
sible for the current strike, that is 
Aslef,” she added. Wednesday’s 
talks have not yet involved the 
other main rail union, the RMT, 
which represents conductors, and 
is also involved in the dispute. It is 
planning strikes on the Southern 
network next week. (RTRS)

Sri Lanka hopes to sell part of 
its loss-making $1.4 billion har-
bour to a Chinese company in 
January to help pay off crippling 
debts, the ports minister said 
Wednesday.

Arjuna Ranatunga said talks 
were under way with China Mer-
chants Port Holdings to transfer 
an 80 percent stake in the Ham-
bantota port on a long lease.

“We hope to be able to raise 
about $1.12 billion and a deal 

could be struck by the fi rst week 
of January,” Ranatunga told re-
porters in Colombo.

The new government, which 
came to power in January last 
year, has been trying to renego-
tiate terms of its $8 billion Chi-
nese debt, which includes the 
construction costs of the Ham-
bantota port.

The former administration 
relied heavily on China to build 
ports, highways and railways 

as Western nations shunned 
it over its dismal human rights 
record.

The new government secured 
a $1.5 billion bailout from the 
International Monetary Fund in 
June after facing a balance of 
payments crisis and has also 
negotiated cheaper funding from 
international lenders.

Ranatunga said the Chinese 
had initially wanted the port on a 
199-year lease. (AFP)
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Equities, greenback edge lower
as countdown to US Fed begins

Oil prices fall on rising US crude inventory

NEW YORK, Dec 14, 
(Agencies): World stock 
indexes and the US dollar 
eased on Wednesday ahead 
the US Federal Reserve’s 
statement and expected in-
terest rate increase, with 
investors bracing for what 
the central bank may signal 
about future hikes.

Expectations that the Fed would 
take a cautious stance on its rate 
outlook caused investors to take 
profi ts in the dollar, which has 
gained nearly 4 percent between the 
Nov 8 US election and last Friday.

The Fed is widely predicted to lift in-
terest rates 25 basis points to 0.50-0.75 
percent at the end of a two-day meet-
ing on Wednesday, which would be its 
fi rst rate hike in a year and its second 
since the fi nancial crisis. The rate an-
nouncement is due at 2:00 pm EST 
(1900 GMT), followed by Chair Janet 
Yellen’s news conference 30 minutes 
later. Investors will be examining the 
central bank’s statement and economic 
forecasts for any signs of how policy-
makers think President-elect Donald 
Trump’s election affects the outlook for 
growth and infl ation.

Some analysts said the dollar’s weak-
ness showed a bias among market par-
ticipants that the Fed also may hint at 
fi nancial conditions having already 
tightened, given the surge in US Treas-
ury yields and rally in the dollar in the 
wake of the Nov 8 election.

The challenge for the central bank 
may be how to signal further rate in-
creases without triggering strong gains 
in the dollar that could undermine 
growth.

The dollar index, which measures the 
greenback against a basket of six major 
currencies, was last down 0.3 percent at 
100.770. US stocks edged lower follow-
ing Tuesday’s rally to all-time highs, 
led by losses in energy shares.

The Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 34.59 points, or 0.17 percent, to 
19,876.62, the S&P 500 lost 5.94 points, 
or 0.261476 percent, to 2,265.78 and the 
Nasdaq Composite dropped 6.86 points, 
or 0.13 percent, to 5,456.97.

MSCI’s all-country world stock in-
dex was down 0.2 percent, the pan-Eu-
ropean STOXX 600 share index ended 
down 0.5 percent.

Oil prices were down after data from 
the American Petroleum Institute late 
on Tuesday showed US crude inven-
tories unexpectedly rose last week, 
though they pared losses after another 
report showed a smaller-than-expected 
build in stockpiles.

US crude futures, which hit a high of 
$53.41 on Tuesday, were down 71 cents 
at $52.27 a barrel. Brent crude eased 70 
cents to $55.03. Spot gold was up 0.4 
percent at $1,162.46 an ounce.

US
The post-election rally in US stocks 

took a breather on Wednesday, as in-

vestors turned their attention to the out-
come of the Federal Reserve’s policy 
meeting.

The Fed is widely tipped to lift rates 
25 basis points, but investors are likely 
to pay close attention to Fed Chair Ja-
net Yellen’s tone and new forecasts for 
clues on policymakers’ thinking on how 
President-elect Donald Trump’s poli-
cies will impact growth and infl ation.

The announcement is due at 2:00 pm 
ET (1900 GMT), followed by Yellen’s 
news conference 30 minutes later.

However, concerns over a strength-
ening dollar linger with the dollar index, 
which measures the greenback against 
a basket of six major currencies, hitting 
14-year peaks last month.

At 11:00 am ET (1600 GMT) the 
Dow Jones industrial average was 
down 29.08 points, or 0.15 percent, at 
19,882.13, the S&P 500 was down 3.6 
points, or 0.15847 percent, at 2,268.12 
and the Nasdaq Composite was down 
0.52 points, or 0.01 percent, at 5,463.31.

Ten of the 11 major S&P sectors 
were lower, with the energy index’s 
0.56 percent fall leading the decliners.

Oil prices fell about 2 percent as glut 
worries resurfaced after a reported rise 
in US crude inventories and as OPEC 
signaled a growing crude surplus next 
year unless production cuts are imple-
mented. The fi nancial index declined 
0.36 percent.

Wells Fargo fell 2.2 percent to $54.59 
after the bank’s “living will” failed US 
regulators’ assessment for a second 
time this year.

US stocks have been on a tear since 
the election, fueled by expectations that 
Trump will reduce taxes and regulation 
and stimulate the economy.

The Dow, which has risen about 9 
percent since Nov. 8, is less than a per-
cent away from the 20,000 mark.

Meanwhile, US retail sales barely 
rose in November as households cut 
back on purchases of motor vehicles. 
The Commerce Department said retail 
sales edged up 0.1 percent. Economists 
had forecast overall retail sales increas-
ing 0.3 percent.

General Motors fell 3.1 percent to 
$36.24 and Ford declined 1.5 percent 
to $12.58 following a report that China 
will soon slap a penalty on an unnamed 
US automaker for monopolistic behav-
ior.

Hertz Global dropped 4.5 percent to 
$23.99 after the car rental company said 
on Tuesday it would replace its chief 
executive and reduce its board size.

Express Scripts fell 5.8 percent to 
$68.94. The pharmacy benefi t manager 
signaled that scrutiny into drug pricing 
isn’t going away. The stock was the big-
gest drag on the health sector.

Declining issues outnumbered ad-
vancers on the NYSE by 1,709 to 1,089. 
On the Nasdaq, 1,718 issues fell and 
923 advanced.

The S&P 500 index showed 12 new 
52-week highs and one new low, while 
the Nasdaq recorded 66 new highs and 
28 new lows.

Europe
European equities retreated Wednes-

day as investors tread cautiously ahead 
of a key US Federal Reserve meeting 
which is expected to result in a rate in-
crease.

London drifted 0.3 percent lower 
while Frankfurt shed 0.4 percent and 
Paris 0.7 percent on the day.

Expectations that this will in turn light 
a fi re under infl ation has led to specula-
tion the Fed will be forced to embark on 
a more aggressive programme of rate 
hikes than previously thought.
■ Key fi gures around 1645 GMT

London — FTSE 100: Down 0.3 per-
cent at 6,949.19 points (close)

Frankfurt — DAX 30: Down 0.4 per-
cent at 11,244.84 (close)

Paris — CAC 40: Down 0.7 percent 
at 4,769.24 (close)

EURO STOXX 50: Down 0.8 per-
cent at 3,211.71

Asia
Most Asian markets rose Wednes-

day, tracking a seventh successive re-
cord on Wall Street as they wait for the 
conclusion of a keenly awaited Federal 
Reserve policy meeting.

After months of betting the Fed will 
lift interest rates, the big day has arrived 
and investors will be hanging on every 
word bank boss Janet Yellen says in 
her post-meeting conference hoping for 
clues about future policy.
“The markets are sitting tight wait-
ing for the Fed decision, but more so 
Dr Yellen’s forward outlook and, of 
course, the accompanying statement,” 
Stephen Innes, senior trader at OAN-
DA, said.

“As is the case with most Fed ‘press-
ers’, it will mainly involve decipher-
ing the Feds verbal gymnastics while 
looking for a smoking gun — tonight’s 
smoking gun will be in the form of a 
hawkish or dovish Fed lean.”

Global equities and the dollar have 
rallied in the fi ve weeks since Donald 
Trump won the US election, with trad-
ers betting his plans for big spending, 
tax cuts and deregulation will fan al-
ready healthy economic growth.

Expectations that will in turn light a 
fi re under infl ation has led to specula-
tion the Fed will be forced to embark on 
a more aggressive programme of rate 
hikes that previously thought.

Hong Kong was marginally up, Syd-
ney added 0.7 percent and Singapore 
gained 0.1 percent.

Manila and Kuala Lumpur were also 
higher while Seoul was fl at. Shanghai 
ended 0.5 percent lower.

Tokyo managed to eke out a small 
but eighth successive rise and is sitting 
at its highest mark since mid-December.

However, the losses were limited af-
ter the Bank of Japan’s closely watched 
Tankan survey showed business con-
fi dence among the country’s major 
manufacturers rising for the fi rst time in 
more than a year.

The Nikkei was also being supported 
by a weaker yen, which is struggling 
to recover against the dollar as the Fed 
prepares to lift borrowing costs.
■ Key fi gures around 0800 GMT

Tokyo — Nikkei 225: Flat at 
19,253.61 (close)

Hong Kong — Hang Seng: Up 9.92 
points at 22,456.62 (close)

Shanghai — Composite: Down 0.5 
percent at 3,140.53 (close)

Oil
Oil prices fell on Wednesday follow-

ing a reported rise in US crude invento-
ries and as OPEC signalled a growing 
crude surplus next year unless produc-
tion cuts are implemented.

International Brent crude futures 
were down 82 cents at $54.90 per barrel 
at 1334 GMT, while US West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) crude oil futures were 
down 92 cents at $52.06 a barrel.

Traders said the price falls followed 
an industry report of surprise increases 
in US crude inventories.

Data from the American Petroleum 
Institute showed US crude inventories 
rose by 4.7 million barrels in the week 
to Dec. 9, compared with analysts’ ex-
pectations for a 1.6-million-barrel de-
cline. Offi cial inventory data from the 
US Energy Information Administration 
will be released later on Wednesday.

The Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries on Wednesday sig-
nalled a growing oil supply surplus next 
year unless members implement their 
deal to curb output from record levels 
and outside producers also deliver on 
cutback pledges made at the weekend.

In a monthly report, OPEC said that 
without cuts the 2017 overhang would 
reach 1.24 million bpd, about 300,000 
bpd higher than the forecast in its previ-
ous report.

OPEC pumped 33.87 million bpd 
last month, according to fi gures OPEC 
collects from secondary sources, up 
150,000 bpd from October.

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-
Falih said on Wednesday it would take 
some time for the market to recover 
after the deal between OPEC and rival 
producers to limit supplies.

Gold
Gold hovered at slightly fi rmer levels 

on Wednesday as investors kept to the 
sidelines, confi dent that the US central 
bank would raise interest rates but un-
sure about what guidance it would give 
for next year.

Bullion was supported by a softer 
dollar ahead of a US Federal Reserve 
announcement later on Wednesday that 
markets overwhelmingly expect to de-
tail a quarter-point rate increase.

“Gold is in no-man’s land today, 
waiting for more insight from the Fed-
eral Reserve,” said Gianclaudio Torliz-
zi, partner at consultancy T-Commodity 
in Milan.

Spot gold was up 0.4 percent at 
$1,162.46 an ounce by 1500 GMT and 
US gold futures added 0.5 percent to 
$1,165.

The Fed is due to release its latest 
policy and interest rate statement at 
1900 GMT, with new forecasts assess-
ing whether the economic outlook has 
changed since the presidential election.

Higher US rates raise the opportunity 
cost of holding non-yielding bullion and 
normally weigh on gold, but markets 
have already priced in a December rise.

ALGIERS: Algeria’s state energy 
company Sonatrach has won an inter-
national arbitration case over a contract 
dispute with Tunisian fi rm Medex 
Petroleum North Africa, Sonatrach 
said on Tuesday.

Sonatrach launched the arbitration 
claim in 2015 to cancel contracts with 
Medex over the exploration and de-
velopment of the southeastern fi elds of 
Bourarhat North and Erg Issaouane, the 
Algerian fi rm said in a statement.

Sonatrach said the decision would 
allow it to reclaim full control of the 
two fi elds, which have a combined daily 
production of 15,500 barrels of oil, 
3.7 million cubic meters of gas, 8.680 
million barrels of condensate, and 500 
tonnes of LPG (liquefi ed petroleum 
gas). (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

NEW YORK: Johnson & Johnson 
said Tuesday it has ending talks to buy 
Swiss drugmaker Actelion Pharmaceu-
ticals.

The New Brunswick, New Jersey-
based health care giant said it was 
unable to reach a deal that would 
have created “adequate value” for its 
shareholders. Last month, it said the 
two were in early-stage talks about a 
possible deal.

Actelion late Tuesday confi rmed the 
negotiations with Johnson & Johnson 
had been broken off. It added, however, 
that it was in talks “another party re-
garding a possible strategic transac-
tion.” It gave no further details. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

NEW YORK: Struggling car rental com-
pany Hertz has named a new CEO.

Kathryn Marinello will take over the 
wheel on Jan 3, succeeding John Tague, 
who is retiring, Hertz said Tuesday.

Marinello, who was also named to 
the company’s board, joins Hertz after 
stints at banking, business service and 
tech companies. She has served as 
senior adviser of asset manager Ares 
Management LLC since March 2014.

Tague had been president and CEO 
since November 2014.

The Estero, Florida, company said 
that three long-time directors are also 
leaving Hertz: Linda Fayne Levinson, 
Carl Berquist and Michael Durham. 
That will leave the board with seven 
directors, six of whom are independ-
ent.  (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

LONDON: Oilfi eld services company 
John Wood Group Plc’s CFO David 
Kemp said on Wednesday that the com-
pany showed modest recovery in some 
of its oil and gas markets, including US 
shale and offshore oil exploration and 
drilling businesses.

US shale is the largest contributor to 
company’s operations and maintenance 
contracts in its west region, which in-
cludes the Americas. John Wood Group 
said a steady rise in rig count would 
help its assets in the Permian, Eagle 
Ford, Marcellus, Utica and Bakken 
basins as the market recovers in 2017.

The number of oil rigs operating in 
the United States rose for a fi fth straight 
week to 477, reaching the highest level 
since January as a surge in crude prices 
continued to bring equipment back into 
operation, weekly data from oil and 
gas services company Baker Hughes 
showed.  (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

LONDON: European industrial equip-
ment supplier Loxam SAS said it 
reached an agreement on the terms of its 
offer to buy UK’s Lavendon Group Plc, 
valuing the UK company at about 374 

million pounds ($473.5 million).
Loxam is locked in a bidding war 

with Belgian industrial equipment sup-
plier TVH Group NV, which offered 
205 pence per share, valuing Lavendon 
at 348 million pounds.

“Lavendon directors unanimously 
intend to recommend Loxam’s offer,” 
Loxam President Gerard Deprez said in 
a statement. (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

LONDON: Punch Taverns Plc, 
Britain’s second largest pub operator 
by number of pubs, said on Wednesday 
that it received two takeover approach-
es, including one from Heineken.

Punch Tavern said it received a 
proposal from Patron Capital Advisers 
on behalf of Heineken for 174 pence per 
share. It also received an approach from 
Emerald Investment Partners Limited 
about a 185 pence per share offer for 
the company. 

According to Reuters calculation, 
Heineken’s offer values Punch’s share 
equity at 386 million pounds ($488.83 
million), and Emerald’s offer values it 
at 410 million pounds. (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

SIDNEY: Cabela’s fi rst shareholder 
meeting in more than a year didn’t 
last long, and executives didn’t ad-
dress questions about the company’s 
proposed $4.5 billion sale to rival Bass 
Pro Shops.

The Omaha World-Herald reports the 
brief Cabela’s meeting attracted about 
20 shareholders to its hometown of 
Sidney, Nebraska, on Tuesday.

The company plans to hold a separate 
shareholder meeting, so investors can 
vote on selling Cabela’s to Springfi eld, 
Missouri-based Bass Pro. Tuesday 
annual meeting had been delayed from 
the spring while Cabela’s weighed its 
options.   (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

MADRID: Spanish clothes retailer 
Inditex, which owns the Zara stores, 
says strong sales boosted net profi t for 
its fi scal fi rst nine months of 2016 by 9 
percent.

Inditex said profi t for the February-
October period was 2.2 billion euros 
($2.33 billion), compared with 2 billion 
euros for the period last year.

Sales were up 11 percent at 16.4 
million euros, compared with 14.7 bil-
lion euros for the nine-month period in 
2015. Inditex says its strong perfor-
mance allowed it to create 9,245 jobs 
over the past year. In the nine-month 
period, it opened 227 new stores, for a 
total of 7,240 outlets.

Founded in 1975, Inditex operates 
eight store brands including Massimo 
Dutti, Bershka and Oysho. (AP)

Inditex’s shares were down 0.2 
percent at 32.9 euros in Wednesday 
morning trading in Madrid. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

LONDON: Financial services group Old 
Mutual Plc said its asset management 
unit OM Asset Management Plc’s 
(OMAM) public offering of 13 million 
shares was priced at $14.25 per share.

Old Mutual said on Tuesday it would 
sell shares in OMAM through a public 
offering, as the group prepares to split 
into its four main businesses.

The public offering is expected to 
close on Dec 19, said Old Mutual, 
which plans to continue to cut its stake 
in OMAM. The proposed split was dis-
closed in March as regulatory changes 
in Europe and South Africa have made 
Old Mutual, which started out in 1845 
as a life insurance fi rm in Cape Town, 
more complex to run in its current 
form. (RTRS)

bottomlinethe

US dollar

BEC
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.306600
.304800
.305900
.299000
.306950
.304600
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—
—
—
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.302100
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.302890
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—

Draft
.303650
.306000
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.304600
.306700
.304600
.306700
.304600
.306700
.304600
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Danish krone

Cyprus pound

BEC
 
Muzaini
Dollarco
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ABK

KFH 

KBE
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Gulf Bank
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BEC
Muzaini Exchange

Buy
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US dollar
.3060000
.3067000
.3067000
.3067000

Gold 999 kg
—

11,528.860

Gold 999 10 tola
—

1,364.390

  Gold ounce
—

369.040

Gold gm 22k
—

10.580

Gold gm 21k
—

10.100

Gold gm 18k
—

8.660

100 gm 999
—
—
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—
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Transfer
.303650
.306000
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.305650
.304600
.306700
.304600
.306700
.304600
.306700
.304600
.306700
.304600
.306700
.304350
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.305900 

Cash
.040530
.045530

—
—
—
—

.043920

.045260
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.040529
.045529

—
—

.044221

.044749

.043920

.045260

.044130

.045080

.043536

.045929

.045630

.046850

.044029

.044901 
—

Transfer
.040529
.045529

—
—

.044221

.044749

.043920

.045260

.044130

.045080

.043536

.045929

.045630

.046850

.044029

.044901
—

Cash
—
—
—

.695000
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
—
—
—

.167849
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

 Transfer
—
—
—

.167849
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—
—
—
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—
—

Sterling pound

Cash
.380815
.390815

—
 .391000
.385000
.393000
.383270
.391040

—
—
—
—

.381400

.391720

.381702

.393020
—

Draft
.379815
.389415
.389080
.388295
.386949
.389616
.383270
.391040
.385230
.389260
.385913
.388726
.384810
.389490
.383998
.390061
.393700

Indian rupee

Yemeni riyal

Transfer
.379815
.389415
.389080
.388295
.386949
.389616
.383270
.391040
.385230
.389260
.385913
.388726
.384810
.389490
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.393700

Cash
.000030
.004184

— 
.004500
.004000
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—
.004660

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.004461
.004537
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.004478

—
.004547

—
.004660
.004470
.004650
.004399
.004667
.004518
.004624
.004492
.004632
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Transfer
.004461
.004537
.004484
.004478

—
.004547

—
.004660
.004470
.004650
.004399
.004667
.004518
.004624
.004492
.004632
.004594

Cash
.001374
.001454

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

 Draft
.001364
.001464
.001229

—
—
—
—
—

.001199

.001229

.001550

Transfer
.001364
.001464
.001229

—
—
—
—
—

.001199

.001229

.001550 

Euro

Cash
.319351
.328351

—
.328000 
.323000
.334000
.322110
.328710

—
—
—
—

.320380

.329470

.320548

.330842
—

Draft
.319350
.326450
.327110
.326790
.323896
.326129
.322110
.328710
.323820
.327430
.323744
.326129
.323240
.327590
.322550
.328230
.327500

Pakistani rupee

Thai baht

Transfer
.319350
.326450
.327110
.326790
.323896
.326129
.322110
.328710
.323820
.327430
.323744
.326129
.323240
.327590
.322550
.328230
.327500

Cash
.002697
.002987

—
.003100

—
—
—

.002960
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.002869
.002901
.002918
.002916

—
.002923

—
.002960

—
.002950
.002829
.003003

—
.002986
.002868
.002934
.002901

Transfer
.002869
.002901
.002918
.002916

—
.002923

—
.002960

—
.002950
 .002829
 .003003

—
.002986
.002868
.002934 
.002901

Cash
.008291
.008841

—
.009000

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.008230
.008645
.008601
.009555

—
—
–
—

.008485

.008803
—

Transfer
.008230
.008645
.008601
.009555

—
—
—
–

.008485

.008803
—

Japanese yen

Cash
.002734
.002914

—
.003500

—
—

.002810

.002890
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

 Draft
.002734
.002914
.002697
.003650
.002837
.002871
.002810
.002890
.002863
.002895
.002792
.002946
.002665
.002724
.002776
.002933 

—

Sri Lanka rupee

South African rand

Transfer
.002734
.002914
.002697
.003650
.002837
.002871
.002810
.002890
.002863
.002895
 .002792
.002946
.002665
.002724
.002776
.002933

—

Cash                                                                                                  
.001651
.002231

—
.002300
.002000
.003500

—
.002090

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.002020
.002062
.002062
.002060

—
.002065

—
.002090
.002010
.002080
.002044
.002066

—
.002180
.002033
.002078
.002057

Transfer
.002020
.002062
.002062
.002060

—
.002065

—
.002090
.002010
.002080
.002044
.002066

— 
.002180
.002033
.002078
.002057

Cash
.016426
.024926

—
—
 —

.022540
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
—
—
—
—
 —

.022540
—
—
—
—
—

Transfer
—
—
—
—
 —

.022540
—
—
—
—
—

Swiss franc

Cash
.301657
.312657

—
.307000
.306000
.315000
.308020
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—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.302657
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.302970
.302505
.306109
.308233
.308020
.317690
.307200
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.307446
.309736
.299060
.306710
.305609
.311255

—

Bangladesh taka

Korean won

Transfer
.302657
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.302505
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.308233
.308020
.317690
.307200
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.307446
.309736
.299060
.306710
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— 
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.003940

—
—
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—
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—
—
—
—
 —
—
—
—
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—

Transfer
—
—
—
—
—
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Canadian dollar

Cash
.221161
.230161

—
.231000
.224000
.235000
.222680
.229520

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.219161
.229161
.230510
.228850
.225454
.227019
.222680
.229520
.225290
.227610
.225799
.227450
.227880
.232590
.224967
.228483

— 

Philippine peso

Syrian pound

Transfer
.219161
.229161
.230510
.228850
.225454
.227019
.222680
.229520
.225290
.227610
.225799
.227450
.227880
.232590
.224967
.228483

— 

 Cash
.006142
.006442

—
.006750
.005000
.007900

—
.006370

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.005800
.006267
.006156
.006145

—
.006315

—
.006370
.006090
.006260
.006239
.006321

—
.007013
.006148
.006328
.006211

Transfer
.005800
.006267
.006156
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— 
.006315

—
.006370
.006090
.006260
.006239
.006321

.007013

.006148

.006328

.006211

Cash
.001286
.001506

—
.000980

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.001285
.001505
.002182
.002431

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Transfer
.001285
.001505
.002182
.002431

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Swedish krona

Cash
.029458
.034458

—
—
—
—

.033320

.034340
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

 Draft
.029458
.034458

—
—

.033372

.033603

.033320

.034340

.033320

.033630

.033837

.034084

.329400

.336100

.033368

.033799
—

Australian dollar

Iranian Riyal

Transfer
.029458
.034458

—
—

.033372

.033603

.033320

.034340

.033320

.033630

.033837

.034084

.329400

.336100

.033368

.033799
—

Cash
.224322
.236322

—
—

.229000

.235000

.230110

.234790
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
— 

Draft
.222322
.235322

—
—

.228750

.231477

.230110

.234790

.232450

.235440

.228040

.229778

.227640

.230680

.231898

.235376
— 

Transfer
.222322
.235322

—
—

.228750

.231477

.230110

.234790

.232450

.235440

.228040

.229778

.227640

.230680

.231898

.235376
—

Cash
.000084
.000085

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Transfer
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Saudi riyal

Cash
.079993
.081293

—
.081500
.077000
.083000
.080170
.081890

—
—
—
—

.079910

.082420

.080090

.081861
—

Draft
.080493
.081133
.081654
.082435
.080741
.081301
.080170
.081890
.080610
.081310
.080340
.081115
.080620
.081950
.080518
.081369

Hong Kong dollar

Lebanese pound

Transfer
.080493
.081133
.081654 
.082435
.080741
.081301
.080170
.081890
.080610
.081310 
.080340
.081115
.080620
.081950
.080518
.081369

Cash
.037033
.039783

—
—
—
—

.038790

.039570
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.036532
.039632
.039456

—
.038936
.039400
.038790
.039570

—
—
—
—

.038840

.039300
—
—
—

Transfer
.036532
.039632
.039456

—
.038936
.039400
.038790
.039570

—
—
—
—

.038840

.039300
—
—
—

Cash
.000147
.000247

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.000181
.000201
.002040

—
 —
—
—
—

.000197

.000206
—

Transfer
.000181
.000201
.002040

—
—
—
—
—

.000197

.000206
—

UAE dirham

Cash
.081357
.083057

—
.084000
.082149
.082975
.081890
.083600

—
—
—
—

.082677

.083508

.081786

.083591
—

Draft
.081300
.082750
.083356
.083610
.082421
.082993
.081890
.083600
.082340
.083030
.082054
.082850
.082370
.083740
.082223
.083088
.082810

Singapore dollar

Malaysian ringgit

Transfer
.081300
.082750
.083356
.083610
.082421
.082993
.081890
.083600
.082340
.083030
.082054
.082850
.082370
.083740
.082223 
.083088
.082810

Cash
.213951
.223951

—
—
—
—

.214770

.221340
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.214951
.220951
.215040

—
.216649
.219232
.214770
.221340
.216640
.219340
.218767
.220417
.218470
.221070
.216405
.219743

—

Transfer
.214951
.220951
.215040

—
.216649
.219232
.214770
.221340
.216640
.219340
.218767
.220417
.218470
.221070
.216405
.219743

—

Cash
.068677
.074677

—
.076000

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.067416
.074416
.068841
.069290

—
—
—
—

.070853

.071672
—

Transfer
.067416
.074416
.068841
.069290

—
— 
—
—

.070853

.071672
—

Bahraini dinar

Cash
.799929
.808429

—
.812000
.800355
.808399
.797750
.814380

—
—
—
—
—
—

.794037

.816600
— 

Draft
.799428
.807928
.813070
.810255
.803169
.808742
.797750
.814380
.801620
.808570
.799406
.807107
.793620
.810850
.801697
.808785
.806500

Jordanian dinar

Indonesian rupiah

Transfer
.799428
.807928
.813070
.810255
 .803169
.808742
.797750
.814380
.801620
.808570
.799406
.807107
.793620
.810850
.801697
.808785
.806500

Cash
.423775
.432775

—
.428000
.420000
.434000

—
.435960

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.422147
.429647
.431200
.432270

—
.432199

—
.435960
.424370
.431750
.424741
.428904
.424750
.431970
.424743
.429924

—

Transfer
.422147
.429647
.431200
.432270

—
.432199

—
.435960
 .424370
.431750
.424741
.428904
.424750
.431970
.424743
.429924

— 

Cash
.000019
.000025

—
— 
—

.000020
—
—
—
—
—

 Draft
.000018
.000025

—
— 
—

.000020
—
—
—
—

.002377

Transfer
.000018
.000025

—
— 
—

.000020
—
—
—
—

.002377

Omani riyal

Cash
.783320
.789000

—
—

.784615

.792501

.781220

.797480
—
—
—
—
—
—

.777623 

.799556
—

Draft
.777819
.788819
.795218

—
.786308
.791764
.781220
.797480
.785390
.791970
.782777
.790274
.780080
.792930
.785047 
.791970

—

Egyptian pound

New Zealand dollar

Transfer
.777819
.788819
.795218

—
.786308
.791764
.781220
.797480
.785390
.791970
.782777
.790274
.780080
.792930
.785047 
.791970

—

Cash
.017442
.024695
.023900
.023000
.016000
.024000

—
.034920

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

 Draft
.021482
.022251
.017300
.017414

—
.034598

—
.034920
.033890
.034430
.033796
.034417

—
.035740
.017393
.017702
.017995

Transfer 
.021482
.022251
.017300
.017414

—
.034598

—
.034920
.033890
.034430
.033796
.034417 

—
.035740
.017393
.017702 
.017995

Cash
.215304
.224804

—
— 

.215310

.219690
—
—
—
—
—

Draft
.213304
.224304

—
— 

.215310

.219690

.219260

.226540
—
—
—

Transfer
.213304
.224304

—
— 

.215310

.219690

.219260

.226540
—
—
—

All rates in KD per unit of 
foreign currency 

travellers cheques    local gold Sterling
.3894151
.3896160
.3910400
.3894900

exchange rates –  Dec 14

  Euro
.3264507
.3261290
.3287100
.3275900



INTERNATIONAL
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016

37

Rebel leader accuses UK of war crimes

Saudi rejects interference in Yemen: King Salman
RIYADH, Dec 14, (Agencies): Saudi 
Arabia is determined to prevent ex-
ternal “interference” in neighbouring 
war-torn Yemen, King Salman said in 
an annual address on Thursday.

He did not explicitly refer to the 
kingdom’s regional rival Iran but 
Saudi officials have accused Tehran 
and the Lebanese Shiite militant group 
Hezbollah of aiding rebels in Yemen.

Since March 2015, Saudi Arabia has 
itself led an Arab coalition conducting 
air strikes against the Shiite Houthi 
rebels and providing other assistance 
to local forces in support of President 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi.

“We will not accept any interference 
in the internal affairs of Yemen”, King 
Salman said in an address opening a 

new session of the Shura Council, an 
appointed body which advises cabinet.

Salman said his country will neither 
accept that Yemen “becomes a base or 
a point of passage for whatever state or 
party to menace the security or the stabil-
ity of the kingdom and of the region”.

The Saudi-led coalition intervened 
after Houthi rebels allied with elite 
members of the security forces loyal to 
Yemen’s former president Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh seized the capital Sanaa and 
overran other parts of the country.

The rebels have killed at least 110 
civilians and soldiers in rocket fire and 
skirmishes along the Saudi frontier. 
They have also fired longer-range bal-
listic missiles over the border at Saudi 
Arabia.

International investigators last 
month said they had found a suspected 
“weapon pipeline” from Iran through 
Somalia to Yemen.

British-based Conflict Armament 
Research, which is primarily funded 
by the European Union, analysed pho-
tographs of weapons including assault 
rifles and rocket launchers to draw its 
conclusions.

Tehran has repeatedly denied send-
ing arms to Yemeni rebels.

Meanwhile, the leader of Yemen’s 
rebel Houthi government on Wednesday 
accused Britain of war crimes by supply-
ing weapons that Saudi-led forces were 
using to “bomb the people”.

Abdel Aziz bin Habtoor said Britain 
had “sold cluster bombs to Saudi Ara-

bia” that it knew would be dropped on 
Shiite Houthi rebels fighting the inter-
nationally-recognised, Saudi-backed 
administration of President Abed Rab-
bo Mansour Hadi.

“I don’t think they are guilty of war 
crimes, I believe so,” he told broad-
caster Sky News. “They are participat-
ing in the bombing of Yemen people.”

In response to a parliamentary ques-
tion about the allegations, Prime Min-
ister Theresa May told MPs that Brit-
ain had a “very strict regime for export 
licences in relation to weapons”.

“We exercise that very carefully, 
and in recent years we have indeed 
refused export licences in relation to 
arms, including to Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia,” she added.

“Where there are allegations of 
breaches of international humanitarian 
law, then we require those to be prop-
erly investigated.”

The United States on Tuesday blocked 
the transfer of precision munitions to ally 
Saudi Arabia, amid anger about the civil-
ian death toll from the kingdom’s bomb-
ing campaign in Yemen.

“This reflects our continued, strong 
concerns with the flaws in the coali-
tion’s targeting practices and overall 
prosecution of the air campaign in Ye-
men,” said the White House.

Eleven headless bodies have been 
dumped in a nature reserve in the 
southern Yemeni port city of Aden, 
a local news website reported on 
Wednesday.

The Aden al-Ghad news website 
quoted a security source in the city as 
saying that the male bodies were found 
on Tuesday evening in the al-Hiswa 
reserve, west of Aden.

It was not immediately clear who 
killed the men and why, but Aden al-
Ghad said the condition of the bodies 
suggested they had been dumped there 
more than a month ago.

Yemen’s second largest city has 
been suffering from lawlessness, as 
armed groups including Islamic State 
and al-Qaeda continue to maintain in-
fluence nearly a year and-a-half after 
supporters of President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi, backed by Arab co-
alition troops, drove the Iran-aligned 
Houthis out.
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ple of Syria.
Representative of National Union of 

Kuwaiti Students-American Chapter 
Abdullah Al-Ajmi described what hap-
pened in Aleppo as a heinous crime, 
while calling on MPs to efficiently 
play their role in dealing with the mas-
sacres in Syria.

The Ministry of Interior (MoI), 
meanwhile, has asked people willing 
to protest peacefully at the Russian 
Embassy in Kuwait over the current 
situation in the Syrian city of Aleppo 
to abide by relevant security measures.

The ministry’s Public Relations 
and Security Media Directorate said 
in a press release it has received a re-
quest from a number of people to pro-
test peacefully in front of the Russian 
Embassy due to the ongoing events in 
Aleppo.

It added that it has consented to the 
protest request provided that the pro-
testers should gather only from 3:30 
pm to 4:30 pm in line with relevant 
regulations.

In the meantime, the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Committee met State 
Minister for Services Affairs Yaser 
Aboul, a group of pilots and staff of 
Kuwait Airways Corporation to dis-
cuss the problems of pilots.

Present at the meeting were Com-
mittee Chairman Khalaf Dumaither 
Al-Enezi, Rapporteur Safa Al-Hashem 
and members Mohammed Al-Mutair, 
Abdul-Wahab Al-Babtain, Ahmed 
Nabil Al-Fadel, Mazouq Al-Khalifa 
and Saleh Ashour.

“The Association demands that no 
foreigner is deported out of Kuwait 
without a final court order,” it said.

The report criticised the segregation 
of Kuwaitis and expatriates at public 
health centres, saying it was discrimi-
nation on the basis of nationality.

The Association warned of the 
growing “language of hatred” against 
foreigners and expressed concern over 
racial discrimination in Kuwait.

It criticised the government’s 
crackdown on freedom of expression 
through arresting bloggers.

The rights group called for introduc-
ing a “humanitarian and legal solution” 
for around 120,000 stateless people — 
locally known as Bidouns — who are 
deprived of many basic rights.

Bidouns were born and raised in 
Kuwait and claim the right to Kuwaiti 
citizenship, but the government says 
only around a third qualify for con-
sideration and that the rest hold other 
nationalities.

But the Association welcomed “fa-
vourable” government measures in-
cluding Kuwait issuing a special law 
for domestic helpers and legislation to 
set up a national human rights body.

In July, Kuwait became the first 
Gulf state to set a minimum wage for 
its hundreds of thousands of mostly 
Asian domestic workers.

In its 2016 “Trafficking in Persons” 
report, the US State Department up-
graded Kuwait from tier three, the 
worst level, to tier two while keeping 
it on watch list, citing an improvement 
in its treatment of migrant workers, in-
cluding maids.

resistance in Mosul, including waves of 
suicide car bombs, since launching an 
offensive to retake the city in October. 
They have retaken less than a quarter of 
the city since the operation began.

Meanwhile, a percussion bomb 
went off shortly after midnight on 
Wednesday in the Karrada shopping 
district of central Baghdad, causing no 
casualties, police sources said.

The same area was hit in July by a 
suicide bombing that killed at least 324 
people, claimed by the hardline Sunni 
group Islamic State.

In an earlier report, she survived 
the first stone that struck her, then the 
second.

One of the Islamic State group’s fight-
ers bent down and pressed his fingers to 
the side of her neck to check her pulse.

As her horrified neighbors watched, 
extremists threw a third stone at the 
young woman, who was accused of 
adultery. That one killed her.

It was, for those who witnessed it, 
the cruelest moment in Mosul’s de-
scent into fear, hunger and isolation 
under 2 ó years of IS rule. Before the 
militants’ takeover, Iraq’s second-larg-
est city was arguably the most multi-

cultural place in the country, with a 
Sunni Muslim Arab majority but also 
thriving communities of Kurds, Shi-
ites, Christians and Yazidis. Together, 
they had created Mosul’s distinct iden-
tity, with its own cuisine, intellectual 
life and economy.

But the Islamic State group turned 
Mosul into a place of literal and spiri-
tual darkness.

It began with promises of order and 
of a religious utopia that appealed to 
some. But over time, the militants 
turned crueler, the economy crumbled 
under the weight of war and shortages 
set in. Those who resisted watched 
neighbors who joined IS turn prosper-
ous and vindictive. Parents feared for 
the brainwashing of their children. By 
the end, as Iraqi troops besieged Mo-
sul, the militants hanged suspected 
spies from lampposts, and residents 
were cut off from the world.

The woman’s killing in Mosul’s Sa-
mah district shook to the core those in 
the crowd who were forced to watch.

Several witnesses described to 
The Associated Press how the wom-
an and her alleged lover were parad-
ed blindfolded through the streets. 

The militants summoned everyone 
they could find to watch. It was in 
August, after the militants had lost 
strongholds in other parts of Iraq and 
Syria, prompting them to heighten 
their repression.

“’Still not dead,’” Samira Hamid 
recalled the militant pronouncing after 
he checked the woman’s pulse, before 
the lethal blow to her head. The man 
accused of being her lover was flogged 
150 times and forced to go to Syria to 
fight in IS ranks.

Another witness, Sarmad Raad, 
found recalling the killing nearly un-
bearable.

“I shut down,” the 26-year-old said, 
“I just lost my mind.”

The AP interviewed dozens of resi-
dents who have left Mosul since Iraqi 
troops began retaking outlying dis-
tricts last month. They described life 
in a city that has been virtually sealed 
off from the outside under the rule of 
the Islamic State group. They spoke 
from Mosul’s edges and from the refu-
gee camps that are their homes for the 
foreseeable future, even as smoke rose 
and artillery boomed from nearby front 
lines.

the cold and a fierce storm that brought 
heavy rain and high winds.

Many were hungry, after weeks 
without regular meals because of 
dwindling food supplies caused by the 
army’s siege.

The evacuation deal was announced 
a month into an army operation that 
has seen the government take more 
than 90 percent of the former rebel 
stronghold in east Aleppo.

Turkey, which has backed the op-
position, said those leaving would be 
taken to Idlib province, which is con-
trolled by a powerful rebel alliance that 
includes al-Qaeda’s former affiliate 
Fateh al-Sham Front.

The agreement came amid interna-
tional concern about the plight of civil-
ians in the city, and as the UN said it 
had reports of atrocities being commit-
ted by advancing government forces.

The UN has expressed concern over 
allegations that men have gone miss-
ing after crossing to government areas, 
and on Tuesday said it had credible 
reports of at least 82 civilians, includ-
ing 11 women and 13 children, being 
executed in recent days.

Aleppo, a cultural and economic 
hub second only to Damascus in im-
portance, had been split between a 
rebel-controlled east and government-
held west since 2012.

It was unclear how many civilians 
remained in rebel territory, after an 
estimated 130,000 fled to other parts 
of Aleppo during the government ad-
vance.

More than 465 civilians, including 
62 children, have died in east Aleppo 
during the assault, the Observatory 
said Wednesday in a new toll.

Another 142 civilians, among them 
42 children, have been killed by rebel 
rocket fire on government-held zones 
in the same period, the monitor said.

Meanwhile, UN war crimes investi-
gators said on Wednesday the Syrian 
government had the main responsi-
bility for preventing any attacks and 

reprisals in eastern Aleppo and that it 
must hold to account any troops or al-
lied forces committing violations.

In a statement, the United Nations 
Commission of Inquiry said “numer-
ous reports” of violations by pro-gov-
ernment forces continued to emerge, 
including summary executions, arbi-
trary arrests and enforced disappear-
ances.

Safra Catz are among those expected to 
attend the summit with Trump’s transi-
tion team, according to two technology 
industry sources. The Trump transition 
team did not respond to a request for 
comment regarding the open letter.

thanked Sheikh Tamim for in-
quiring about his health condition 
which refl ected the solid relation-
ship between the two countries 
and people. His Highness the 
Amir wished that Sheikh Tamim, 
Qatar and its people enjoyed ev-
erlasting prosperity. (KUNA)

❑      ❑      ❑

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait Health 
Assurance Company (KHAC) 
on Tuesday signed a 162 million 
dinar ($531 million) deal with 
the China Metallurgical Group 
Corporation (MCC) to build two 
hospitals with a 600-bed capac-
ity, KHAC said.

The hospitals will serve in-
surance-paying expatriates who 
account for some 70 percent of 
Kuwait’s 4.4 million population.

KHAC, which was set up 
by the government in 2014 in 
partnership with the private sec-
tor, aims to provide health care 
services to expatriates separate 
from those provided by the gov-
ernment to Kuwaitis.

Chief Executive Ahmed al-
Saleh, who signed the deal in 
Kuwait City with a senior MCC 
offi cial, said the contracting com-
pany would design, build, equip 
and maintain the two hospitals, 
which will be located in Al-Jahra 
and Al-Ahmadi districts. (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

KUWAIT CITY: The Speaker of 
the National Assembly Marzouq 
Ali Al-Ghanim received early 
Wednesday His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Prime Minister 
congratulated Al-Ghanim on being 
reinstated as Parliament Speaker.

Al-Ghanim and His Highness the 
Prime Minister stressed the impor-
tance of boosting cooperation be-
tween the legislative and executive 
authorities to best fulfill the interests 
the country and people. (KUNA)

❑      ❑      ❑

RIYADH: King Salman told Sau-
dis on Wednesday he recognised 
that economic restructuring meas-
ures adopted in response to a sharp 
drop in oil prices were painful, but 
said they were necessary to avoid 
long-term damage to the country.

“The state has sought to deal 
with these changes ... through a 
variety of measures to restructure 
the economy, some of which may 
be painful in the short run but ulti-
mately aim to protect the economy 
of your country from worse prob-
lems,” he told the consultative 
Shura Council. (RTRS)

❑      ❑      ❑

DUBAI: A former CIA director 
and a former British prime min-
ister offered simple advice on 
Wednesday for US President-
elect Donald Trump: Have 
daily intelligence briefi ngs.

Both Leon Panetta, a former 
American spymaster and defense 
secretary, and Britain’s former 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
emphasized the point after Trump 
suggested he didn’t need them.

“I have never seen a president 
who has said, ‘I don’t want that 
stuff.’ Never seen it,” Panetta 
said at the Arab Strategy Forum 
in Dubai. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

ROME: Italian Premier Paolo 
Gentiloni has won a second vote 
of confi dence in Parliament, pav-
ing the way for his government to 
lead Italy until new elections, after 
his predecessor was humiliated at 
the polls over proposed reforms.

The Senate voted 169-99 
Wednesday, a day after the con-
fi dence measure easily passed 
parliament’s lower chamber.

Gentiloni now heads to the fi rst 
major international meeting of his 
premiership — Thursday’s Eu-
ropean Council summit — with 
Parliament’s backing and his gov-
ernment in place. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

HARTFORD: Connecticut-based 
Sikorsky Aircraft Corp has agreed 
to settle wrongful death and negli-
gence claims in a lawsuit fi led over 
the 2014 crash of a Navy helicop-
ter that killed three of the fi ve crew 
members on a training exercise off 
the coast of Virginia.

Sikorsky has reached a “settle-
ment in principle” with the wid-
ows of the three crewmen and a 
survivor of the crash who fi led the 
lawsuit in federal court in Con-
necticut last year, according to 
court documents obtained by The 
Associated Press. (AP)

Continued from Page 1

Newswatch

‘Islamic State manufacturing
weapons on industrial scale’

Explosion in central Baghdad causes no casualties

IRBIL, Iraq, Dec 14, (Agen-
cies): The Islamic State 
group was manufacturing 
weapons in and around Mo-
sul on an industrial scale 
with products largely pur-
chased in bulk from Turkey, 
according to a report pub-
lished by an arms research 
group Wednesday.

The findings show that IS main-
tained a “robust and reliable” sup-
ply chain between Turkey and Iraq 
that allowed the fighters to produce 
tens of thousands of weapons, the 
London-based Conflict Arma-
ments Research said. The group’s 
researchers studied IS weapons 
found at manufacturing facilities 
and on the battlefield during the 
Iraqi operation to retake Mosul 
that is underway.

As Iraqi forces advance, the extrem-
ists are losing the physical capacity to 
manufacture weapons on an industrial 
scale, but the research group’s execu-
tive director James Bevan warned that 
highly trained fighters will take their 
expertise with them as they retreat.

“Given that this group is so orga-
nized, they clearly see the writing on 
the wall in Mosul,” Bevan told The 
Associated Press, saying he believes 
IS has already moved its highest-
trained bomb-makers out of Mosul and 
into Syria and southern Turkey.

“They place a very high value on 
technical capacity and they will do 
everything they can to preserve it,” 
he said. Bevan added that IS fighters 
likely looked to Turkey to purchase 
weapons ingredients, knowing that 
their demand would outstrip what is 
available in Iraq.

Iraq witnesses almost-daily attacks 
that have been frequently claimed by 
IS, including Baghdad where multiple 
attacks took place Wednesday.

A total of 11 people were killed and 
38 others wounded in separate attacks in 
and around Baghdad, police and health 
officials said. The deadliest was in the 
southern district of Oaireeg, where a 
bomb killed four civilians and wounded 
12 others, said the officials, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity as they were 
not authorized to release information.

No group immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for Wednesday’s attacks.

Iraqi forces have been met with stiff 

Moreover, hundreds are spent on 
crippled development projects without 
any return, or holding anyone account-
able for violation of contract. With the 
contractor being above the law, some 
government employees, who received 
bribes, allow the value of contracts 
to exceed millions just for kickbacks 
which are ‘haram’. Nevertheless, the 
issue is that those people misbehave 
because they know nothing will be 
done to them.

The opinion on government’s in-
ability to take reasonable measures 
with regard to financial reforms is 
supported by Fitch Ratings. A newly 
elected member of the Parliament 
criticized the ratings and asked Fitch 
not to interfere in Kuwait’s internal af-
fairs because, according to him, “The 
people of Kuwait know best about 
their issues,” vowing to vote against 
the financial and economic reform 
document.

I believe the government with its 
‘new-old, repeated’ formation will re-
treat and retract its promises. With its 
own hands, it will drop the financial 
and economic reform document. This 
is why we declare that responsible fi-
nancial reform measures are now in the 
safekeeping of the unknown.

Shiite fighters from the Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation) paramilitary units advance towards the village 
of Shwah, south of the city of Tal Afar on the western outskirts of Mosul, on Dec 13, during an ongoing operation 
against Islamic State (IS) group jihadists. Hashed al-Shaabi paramilitary forces said they retook three more villages 

southwest of Mosul, completing another phase in operations aimed at cutting the jihadists’ link to Syria. (AFP)

and Islamic responsibilities, it has 
called for an emergency session of the 
Arab League Ministerial Council, has 
also urged for an urgent meeting at the 
Islamic level to discuss the tragic de-
velopments in Aleppo.

As part of these efforts, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah has called the chiefs of the 
GCC, the Arab League and the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation, coun-
terparts in Arab and Islamic nations, 
urging them to respond to the call for 
holding the emergency meetings.

Meanwhile, National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim sent let-
ters regarding the massacres in Aleppo 
to the International Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) and Arab Parliament.

He disclosed the Parliament will 
hold a special session to tackle the 
Aleppo issue on Dec 28, 2016; while 
the request to discuss the economic re-
form document will be included in the 
agenda of the session slated for Jan 10, 
2017.

In a related development, a number 
of citizens, including MPs, gathered 
Wednesday in front of the embas-
sies area along Gulf Street in protest 
against the war in Aleppo. They raised 
slogans denouncing the crimes, partic-
ularly the genocide in Aleppo, calling 
for international intervention to save 
the innocent. They also raised their 
shoes towards the Russian Embassy as 
a sign of protest.

They called on Arab and Islamic 
countries to adopt a strong stance 
against Russia and Iran, in addition to 
severing ties with the latter. They em-
phasized the need to overthrow Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad and he must 
stand trial internationally for commit-
ting war crimes.

Commenting on the issue, MP Ja-
maan Al-Harbash said Syria sent 
500,000 martyrs who are waging war 
against Russia. He believes the war in 
Syria is aimed at preventing Palestine 
and the people of Aleppo from follow-
ing the stance of Kuwaitis. “The Par-
liament was hijacked for three years 
but the free people (opposition) are 
now back at Abdullah Al-Salem Hall. 
We call on the government to expel the 
Russian ambassador. Kuwaitis should 
make room to raise funds for the peo-
ple of Syria,” he added.

MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa under-
scored the need for a unified GCC 
position to cut ties with Russia, while 
urging the Interior Ministry to fa-
cilitate the entry of Syrians who have 
families in Kuwait.

He also appealed to charitable orga-
nizations to open doors for fundraising 
in order to help the people of Aleppo.

MP Thamer Al-Suwait asked the 
government to take formal action 
against the Russian ambassador by ex-
pelling him “because a humanitarian 
country does not honor these crimi-
nals.”

He stressed the need for the govern-
ment to declare its official position on 
the incidents in Syria, indicating the 
lawmakers have agreed to hold a spe-
cial session to discuss the situation in 
Aleppo.

MP Abdullah Fahad pointed out 
the protest is a message on defending 
Aleppo. He then unveiled a plan to 
present emergency measures to stop 
the massacres in Aleppo during the 
special parliamentary session. He also 
urged the Interior Ministry to allow 
Syrians, who have families in Kuwait, 
to enter the country. He asserted Iran 
and Russia are hostile towards the peo-

The rights group also expressed 
concern over the so-called administra-
tive deportation of thousands of for-
eign workers every year by the interior 
ministry.

the streets of rebel areas from the early 
hours, some clutching bags of belong-
ings, to await evacuation.

Some had slept in the open, despite 

signed by a mix of engineers, design-
ers and business executives.

It continues: “We refuse to build 
a database of people based on their 
Constitutionally-protected religious 
beliefs. We refuse to facilitate mass 
deportations of people the government 
believes to be undesirable”.

The letter vows to not participate in 
creating databases of identifying in-
formation for the US government on 
the basis of race, religion or national 
origin, to minimize the collection or 
retention of data that could facilitate 
such targeting and to oppose any mis-
use of data at their respective organi-
zations considered illegal or unethical.

Trump clashed with Silicon Valley 
on several issues during the campaign, 
including immigration, government 
surveillance and encryption, and his 
victory last month alarmed many com-
panies who feared he might follow 
through on his pledges.

Those concerns have not been as-
suaged in recent weeks, as Trump has 
said he intends to nominate individu-
als to senior posts in his administra-
tion who favor expanding surveillance 
programs.

Alphabet Chief Executive Officer 
Larry Page, Apple Inc CEO Tim Cook, 
Facebook Inc Chief Operating Officer 
Sheryl Sandberg and Amazon.com Inc 
CEO Jeff Bezos and Oracle Corp CEO 
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N E W Y O R K T I M E S CROSSWORDSherman’s Lagoon — By J.P. Toomey

Mutts — By Patrick McDonnell

Hagar The Horrible — By Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey — By Mort Walker

Garfi eld — By Jim Davis

Baby Blues — By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Conceptis Sudoku Challenger
The grid must be so completed that every row, column 

and 3x3 box has every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle

bridgebridge
By Steve Becker

contract bridgebridge

odds ’n’ ends
SYDNEY: If you’ve ever strug-
gled to decipher Australian 
English, then ‘democracy sau-
sage’ — the 2016 word of the 
year Down Under — may lead 
to blank faces with its obscure 
origins in election campaigning.

The Australian National 
Dictionary Centre defi ned it 
Wednesday as a barbecued 
sausage served on bread and 
bought at a polling booth “siz-
zle” on election day, which fell 
on July 2 this year.

How it came to be selected 
may baffl e all but close observ-
ers of Australian politics.

But other contenders such 
as ‘smashed avo’, ‘census fail’ 
and ‘Ausexit’ could have been 
even more diffi cult to digest for 
outsiders. And the 2015 winner, 
‘sharing economy’, is yet to fi nd 
popular appeal.

The dictionary centre tried to 
explain its choice.

“Arguably, the democracy 
sausage has been one of the 
best things to come out of a 
tumultuous year in politics and 
political campaigning,” said 
centre director Amanda Laug-
esen.

“Its use was also boosted by 
a controversial incident where 
Opposition (Labor) leader 
Bill Shorten — who noted his 
sausage sandwich was ‘the 
taste of democracy’ — ate his 
sausage from the middle,” she 
said.

Sausage sizzles are barbe-
cues for good causes, which 
proliferate outside big shops, 
schools and local sports events 
across the vast country. (AFP)

❑     ❑     ❑

PARIS: Steve Jobs may have 
been a technological revolution-
ary, but his legacy will not be 
remembered in a Paris street 
name.

Jobs’s name was one of 
several famous fi gures from 
the technology industry pro-
posed to adorn new roads in 
the French capital’s soon to be 
launched tech startup campus 
in the southeastern 13th dis-
trict.

The socialist local district 
mayor Jerome Coumet had pro-
posed naming one of the new 
roads “Rue Steve Jobs” but the 
former American entrepreneur, 
who died in 2011, didn’t even 
make it to the voting booths af-
ter objections from communists 
and ecologists.

Instead, the likes of British 
World War II hero mathemati-
cian and computer scientist 
Alan Turing, whose work helped 
the Allies defeat the Nazis, and 
American computer scientist 
and former Navy Rear Admiral 
Grace Murray Hooper, who pio-
neered computer coding, have 
both been chosen.

Apple products such as the 
iPhone, iPad and iPod may 
have revolutionised the tech-
nological world but Jobs faced 
a backlash when his name was 
put forward to be honoured in 
the hub. (AFP)

This picture shows a 7x2 meter puzzle, the biggest one in the world, made with 
40,320 pieces and shown at the Jose Luis Cano Documentary Center in Algeciras, 

southern Spain on Dec 13. (AFP)

DIRECTIONS:
Fill each square 

with a number, one 
through nine.
■ Horizontal 

squares should 
add to totals on 

right.
■ Vertical squares 

should add to 
totals on bottom.

■ Diagonal 
squares through 

center should add 
to total in upper 
and lower right.

THERE MAY BE 
MORE THAN ONE 

SOLUTION.

Today’s Challenge
Time 7 Minutes

57 Seconds
Your Working

Time __ Minutes
__ Seconds

Word by Word

Cat Hera
A cat has nine lives.
Lelhera tesi arwah.

Numbers

7426 Seven thousand four hundred
twenty-six

Sabat alaf wa arbai maah wa 
seta wa eshroon

Yesterday’s solution

Scratch pad

FIFTEEN
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Rashid Al Dhaheri ends 2016 season in style
UAE’s young karting star fi nishes on podium at Ayrton Senna Trophy

ABU DHABI, UAE, Dec 14: Rashid Al 
Dhaheri, the UAE’s most exciting young 
karting star, completed his 2016 European 
karting season in style, fi nishing on the po-
dium at the prestigious Ayrton Senna Trophy 
at Circuito di Napoli in Sarno last Sunday.

 The Abu Dhabi schoolboy, racing for the 
Babyrace team, was part of a fi eld of 58 driv-
ers in the 60cc Mini Class at the event named 

after the late, Formula 1 great Ayrton Senna. 
Eight year old Rashid was the youngest in 
the category for 8 to 12 year old drivers.

 Due to the number of drivers (58), the 
Mini class was split into two groups for qual-
ifying, Rashid set the fastest lap in Group 
A which gave him a fi fth place starting slot 
when the group times were combined.

 In Heat 1, Rashid was in contention for 
the lead and ended the heat in P3 with P1, P2, 
only just ahead of him. In an action packed 
Heat 2, he started from third but dropped 
down the order after a chaotic start. How-
ever, the 8 year-old rose to the challenge and 
started to pick his way through the fi eld. At 
the end of the Heat 2, Rashid made a memo-
rable pass at the end of the main straight 
into the tricky Turn 2, passing two drivers to 

claim the fi rst position.
 In the Final, the Emirati youngster started 

from fourth and from the moment the track 
went green he was in a thrilling battle for the 

MUSCAT, Dec 14: Bienne Voile, the 
Farr 30 named after the crew’s home 
town in Switzerland, return to the Mid-
dle East in 2017 for their third attempt on 
the EFG Sailing Arabia — The Tour title, 
hoping that the knowledge built up from 
negotiating 1,500 miles of tricky currents 
and almost 20 in port races might this 
time work to trump the opposition.

An amateur team of talented rec-
reational sailors put together by skipper 
Lorenz Mueller, Bienne Voile will once 
again feature a wide age range from teen-
ager to sexagenarian and an even wider 
range of professions including a physi-
cist, architect and physiotherapist.

Experience levels too will vary but 

they boast 15 Tour de France a la Voile 
and a few Fastnet Race caps between 
them and one crewmember Tobias Et-
ter competed at the Beijing Olympics in 
2008 in the 470 class.

But their expertise is rooted mainly in 
dinghy racing since most of their sailing 
in Bienne takes place on a lake at Neu-
chatel.

“We have some very good dinghy 
sailors on board and they will be at home 
with the in-port races but the longer 
offshore legs are probably better suited 
to the French who have much more ex-
perience of long distance sailing,” said 
Mueller who steered Bienne Voile to 7th 
place last year with their two best results 
posted in the legs from Sohar to Muscat 
and from Abu Dhabi to Doha where they 
fi nished 4th.

“There are many things we like about 
this race — especially that it is one de-
sign with all the sails provided so all the 
equipment is the same and success comes 
down to sailing skills and tactical calls.

“Also, there are no other events that 
combine offshore and inshore challeng-
es and that is something we are always 
looking for because you get to do a bit 
of everything. It makes it a very attrac-
tive event.

The Gulf region is also an attraction to 
the Bienne Voile team. “It is a wonder-
ful place – the Oman coast especially is 

beautiful. Going into the Straits of Hor-
muz is one of the biggest appeals of the 
race. The wind is changing all the time 
and there is a lot of current which means 
there are important choices to make and 
we like that. We are looking forward to 
the challenge and will be aiming to go 
one better than last year.”

For more information on the 2017 edi-
tion of EFG Sailing Arabia – The Tour, 
please go to: http://sailingarabiathetour.
com

Anisimov scores late in 2nd,
Blackhawks pip Rangers 2-1

$24.8 mln set aside for top-ups to players salaries

NZ Rugby boosts All Blacks’ pay packets

Sharks rally past Maple Leafs in shootout

WELLINGTON, New Zealand, Dec 14, 
(AP): Captain Kieran Read is likely to 
become the fi rst All Black to earn more 
than $1 million per season after New 
Zealand Rugby agreed a major boost 
in salaries under a collective agreement 
with its Players’ Association.

In a move detailed on Wednesday, 
NZR as agreed to boost its player pay-
ment pool by $70 million from $120 
million to $190 million over the next 
three years.

The boost recognizes increases in 
sponsorship and broadcast revenue, 
including an estimated $40 million 
windfall from next year’s British and 
Irish Lions Tour, and is designed to 
protect New Zealand’s leading play-
ers from raids by overseas clubs.

Read comes off contract next year 
and is poised to announce a new deal 
through the 2019 Rugby World Cup 
which could take him through the $1 

million barrier.
Former captain Richie McCaw and 

star fl yhalf Dan Carter are thought 
to have earned more than $1 million 
from salaries and endorsements but 
Read’s seven-fi gure payment would 
be salary alone, before other earnings.

Many players will benefi t as New 
Zealand Rugby has set aside $24.8 
million for top-ups to players sala-
ries from Super Rugby and provincial 
contracts, an increase of $8.9 million 
on the previous collective. Player 
revenue-sharing amounts to around 

36.5 percent of NZR’s income from 
broadcasting and sponsorship.

“We’re really pleased to be in a posi-
tion where the game has grown its rev-
enue overall,” contracts manager Chris 
Lendrum said. “This collective was 

about delivering to the players their fair 
share of that money because they’ve 
been so important earning it and then 
determining what the most effi cient 
way to spend all that money was.”

Lock Brodie Retallick and winger Ju-
lian Savea are thought to be among the 
front-rank of earners in the current All 
Blacks team at around $800,000 annu-
ally. But rich overseas clubs continue to 
pursue New Zealand’s top players and 

the latest increases 
refl ect NZR’s de-
termination to repel 
those offers.

Fullbacks Is-
rael Dagg and Ben 
Smith and fl yhalf 
Aaron Cruden 
have been most-
recently linked 
with moves to 
clubs in France 

and Britain. “It’s already come into 
play with the decisions of some of 
the senior players over the past 12 
months. We’re in a position where we 
can offer considerably more for those 
players than the equivalent point four 
or fi ve years ago and that’s making 
life a lot easier for us at that level. 
But there are still challenges and one 
or two of those players may still go. 
That’s just the way it is for us.

“They might be looking at any-
where from 30 to 50 per cent increase 
in total payment levels. We think that 
makes us more competitive probably 
with the English market but to a less-
er extent Japan, Ireland and France. 
That’s always a moving feast.”

NZR has also announced an in-
crease from $3.7 million to $9.8 
million in its fund to reward senior 
players who remain in Super Rugby 
to help develop younger players. 

KART RACING

SAILING

lead, with half a dozen rivals slugging it out at 
the front. Positions changed with every lap and 
he crossed the line inP5, a mere second down 
on the winner. Due to the size of the grid the top 
fi ve positions were awarded trophies.  

Rashid said: “It was tough to start the Final 
from fourth on the grid, being surrounded by 
experienced and older drivers, 3 years older 
than me. I stayed focused and managed a 
good start by concentrating on my driving, 
this was the key to the good result. I had a lot 

of fun in Italy this year and learnt a lot at the 
same time.”

Allowed Rashid to close in, stalk the lead-
ers and then make another shrewd move to 
win the heat.

Babyrace team Founder and Principal 
Sandro Lorandi said: “It was not an easy 
race weekend for Rashid, who was one of the 
youngest of the fi eld. However in character-
istic style he established himself as one of the 
front runners from the start of the event.”

 “No doubt his older and experienced ri-
vals, who are the main front runners, have 
something to worry about when they see 
such a talent. Next year looks very promising 
for the boy from Abu Dhabi!”

 The Ayrton Senna Trophy brings Rashid’s 
2016 European karting campaign to an end, 
but he will be back in action at select events 
in the UAE karting calendar as time permits 
but mainly prepare for a very challenging 
seasons 2017 in Italy. 

Valegro farewell is new chapter for Dujardin
LONDON, Dec 14, (RTRS): The greatest 
partnership in dressage comes to an emo-
tional end on Wednesday when Charlotte 
Dujardin and Valegro make their fi nal com-
petitive appearance together.

The evening will not, however, be the end 
of a love story that has captivated millions 
around the world since the pairing won in-
dividual and team golds at their home 2012 
London Olympics.

“I don’t think there will ever be a horse 
that can replace Valegro,” Dujardin, 31, 
told Reuters in an interview after leading 
the 14-year-old gelding out for the cameras 
at the London International Horse Show at 

Olympia.
“But I do have some really nice up-and-

coming horses as well behind him. I look at 
it that it’s sad but it’s not the end of Valegro. 
He’s still going to be seen but just not com-
peting. It’s the start of another chapter.”

Together, Dujardin and Valegro won eve-
rything there was to win in dressage, where 
horse and rider perform a highly-trained 
routine choreographed to music.

At the Rio de Janeiro Games in August, 
Dujardin retained her individual Olympic ti-
tle while also taking a team silver.

Her fi ance Dean Golding, in the crowd, 
wore a shirt with the words “Can we get 

married now?” on it but he is still waiting 
for a date.

“I’ve done so many interviews about my 
wedding it’s put me off,” she said with a 
smile. 

“One day I’m going to do it. I’m just going 
to nip away and have the smallest, secret 
wedding that nobody knows about.”

Tokyo in four years’ time is already on 
the radar and Dujardin has several prom-
ising rides, with Mount St John Freestyle 
exciting those in the know.

Valegro, though, can look forward to a 
pampered new life, cantering in the fi elds 
and making celebrity appearances.

Archive image of Bienne Voile boat.

‘Success comes down to skills’

Bienne Voile aim third time
lucky at EFG Sailing Arabia

RUGBY

NEW YORK, Dec 14, (AP): 
Artem Anisimov scored the 
tiebreaking goal late in the 
second period to lead the 
Chicago Blackhawks over 
the New York Rangers 2-1 
on Tuesday night.

Trevor van Riemsdyk also 
scored as the Central Division 
leaders improved to 3-0-1 in their 
last four games. Scott Darling 
stopped 33 shots, upping his re-
cord to 7-2-2.

Artemi Panarin had two assists 

and Anisimov had one as Chicago 
got even with New York following 
a 1-0 overtime loss at home to the 
Rangers last Friday.

Jesper Fast scored for the Rangers 
and Antti Raanta, starting for the fourth 
straight game, made 24 saves. Raanta 
had won three consecutive starts, in-
cluding shutouts in the last two. New 
York had won four of its last fi ve.

Capitals 4, Islanders 2
In New York, Matt Niskanen scored 

two goals in the third period to lift 
Washington over New York for its fi fth 
straight victory.

Brett Connolly and Justin Williams 
also scored for the Capitals (18-7-3).

Following a fi ve-game winning 
streak, the Islanders have dropped their 
last two. New York’s 11-12-5 record is 
the worst in the Metropolitan Division.

Brock Nelson and Nikolay Kulemin 
scored for the Islanders, and Jaroslav 
Halak made 34 saves.

Hurricanes 8, Canucks 6
In Raleigh, NC, Justin Faulk scored 

the go-ahead goal 5:56 into the third 
period and Carolina rallied from three 
goals down to beat Vancouver.

Jeff Skinner had two goals, with his 
second starting Carolina’s wild come-
back. The Hurricanes scored six goals 
in the third  including four in a 4:40 
span  to erase a 5-2 defi cit.

Ron Hainsey and Victor Rask scored 
24 seconds apart before Faulk put 
Carolina back up with a wrist shot that 
clicked off Nikita Tryamkin on its way 
past Ryan Miller.

Jordan Staal added an insurance 
goal with 7:22 left, and Brandon Sut-
ter made it 7-6 with 5:50 to play before 
Lee Stempniak scored an empty-netter 
with 57.6 seconds remaining.

Sabres 6, Kings 3
In Buffalo, NY, Jack Eichel scored 

two goals in 2:08 of the second period 
and assisted on another to lead Buffalo 
past Los Angeles.

Ryan O’Reilly and Brian Gionta also 
scored for the Sabres during a four-goal 
fl urry in a 6:13 span of the second.

Eichel set up Evander Kane for an 
insurance goal late in the third and Sam 

Nick Holden #22 of the New York Rangers takes the puck as Marian Hossa #81 of the Chicago Blackhawks 
defends on Dec 13, at Madison Square Garden in New York City. (AFP)

ICE HOCKEY

UAE’s Karting Star Rashid Al Dhaheri cel-
ebrates on podium at Ayrton Senna Trophy 

in Italy.

Reinhart scored into an empty net in the 
fi nal minute.

Kyle Okposo assisted on three of Buf-
falo’s goals, giving him 11 points in his 
last 10 games and a team-high 21 points 
this season. Okposo played after missing 
Monday’s practice due to illness.

Blue Jackets 3, Oilers 1
In Edmonton, Alberta, Sam Gagner 

had a goal and an assist, and Colum-
bus won its seventh straight game by 
beating Edmonton.

Cam Atkinson and Matt Calvert 
also scored to help the Blue Jackets 
(18-5-4) improve to 8-0-1 in their last 
nine games.

Stars 6, Ducks 2
In Dallas, Dan Hamhuis opened 

Dallas’ fi ve-goal third period against 
Anaheim with his fi rst of the season 
on his 34th birthday.

Hamhuis tipped in Jamie Benn’s 
cross-ice pass on the power play at 
5:41, tying it at 2. Adam Cracknell, 
Patrick Eaves and Benn then scored to 
drive Ducks goalie John Gibson from 
the game at 12:24. Radek Faksa added 
an empty-netter at 13:57.

Dallas had lost six of eight. Ana-
heim was 6-1-1 in its previous eight.

Antti Niemi made 34 saves to im-
prove to 6-1-1 at home this season.

Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry 
scored for the Ducks.

Wild 5, Panthers 1
In St Paul, Minnesota, Devan Dub-

nyk made 29 saves and Minnesota 
defeated Florida for its fi fth straight 
victory.

Zach Parise, Erik Haula, Eric Staal, 
Mikko Koivu and Jason Zucker scored 
for Minnesota, which has points in 10 of 
its last 11 games. Zucker added an assist, 
and Jason Pominville and Jonas Brodin 
each had two assists for the Wild.

Roberto Luongo’s regrettable his-
tory in Minnesota continued as he 
stopped 12 of 17 shots before being 
pulled midway through the third peri-
od. Luongo is 0-7 and has been pulled 

in four of his last seven games at the 
Xcel Energy Center.

Predators 6, Blues 3
In Nashville, Tennessee, Mike Fish-

er scored twice and Nashville erased a 
three-goal defi cit to beat St. Louis.

James Neal, Filip Forsberg, Ryan 
Johansen and Mike Ribeiro also 
scored for the Predators, who snapped 
a two-game skid.

After trailing 3-0 early in the second 
period, Nashville scored six straight 
goals to earn its 10th home victory of 
the season. Fisher got the go-ahead 
goal off a pass from Colin Wilson at 
9:02 of the third period.

Sharks 3, Maple Leafs 2, SO
In Toronto, Logan Couture scored 

the only goal in a shootout, and San 
Jose rallied to beat Toronto.

The Sharks trailed 2-0 before Justin 
Braun and Joe Pavelski scored in a 
quick burst in the third period. Martin 
Jones made 29 saves in the opener of a 
four-game road trip.

Zach Hyman and Auston Matthews 
scored for the Maple Leafs, who have 
dropped fi ve of six. Frederik Andersen 
made 40 stops.

Coyotes 4, Red Wings 1
In Detroit, Jamie McGinn scored 

twice in Arizona’s victory over De-
troit.

Lawson Crouse and defenseman 
Anthony DeAngelo also scored for 
Arizona. Peter Holland had two assists 
in his Coyotes debut, and Mike Smith 
made 37 saves.

Andreas Athanasiou scored for 
the Red Wings, and Jimmy Howard 
stopped 15 shots.Read

NHL Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (RTRS): Results and standings from the NHL games on Tuesday.

Note:  Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings and are not included in the loss column (L)

Columbus 3 Edmonton 1
Dallas 6 Anaheim 2
Nashville 6 St Louis 3
Minnesota 5 Florida 1
San Jose 3 Toronto (SO) 2

Arizona 4 Detroit 1
Buffalo 6 Los Angeles 3
Washington 4 NY Islanders 2
Chicago 2 NY Rangers 1
Carolina 8 Vancouver 6

Western Conference
Central Division

 W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 19 8 4 83 71 42
Minnesota 16 8 4 80 57 36
St Louis 16 10 4 82 85 36
Nashville 13 11 4 84 81 30
Dallas 12 13 6 81 98 30
Winnipeg 13 16 3 82 96 29
Colorado 11 15 1 60 86 23

Pacific Division

 W L OTL GF GA PTS
San Jose 17 11 1 71 63 35
Anaheim 15 10 5 83 81 35
Edmonton 15 12 5 94 88 35
Calgary 16 13 2 81 86 34
Los Angeles 14 12 2 74 76 30
Vancouver 12 16 2 73 94 26
Arizona 10 14 5 66 91 25

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L OTL GF GA PTS
Montreal 19 6 4 92 64 42
Ottawa 16 11 2 70 78 34
Boston 16 12 2 71 71 34
Tampa Bay 14 13 2 81 81 30
Florida 13 13 4 71 82 30
Detroit 13 13 4 71 81 30
Toronto 11 11 6 81 87 28
Buffalo 11 11 6 62 75 28

Metropolitan Division
 W L OTL GF GA PTS
Pittsburgh 19 7 3 104 84 41
NY Rangers 20 10 1 106 72 41
Columbus 18 5 4 90 57 40
Washington 18 7 3 76 61 39
Philadelphia 18 10 3 101 94 39
New Jersey 12 10 6 69 82 30
Carolina 12 11 6 77 82 30
NY Islanders 11 12 5 73 85 27

Liberty to raise $1.55 bln: 
Liberty Media Corp, led by US cable 
mogul John Malone, said on 
Wednesday it would raise $1.55 bil-
lion to fund its acquisition of Formula 
One racing car series.

The company said investors, 
including Coatue Management LLC, 
D. E. Shaw and Jana Partners, had 
committed to the financing through a 
subscription for Liberty’s Series C 
common stock at $25 per share.

Liberty Media took control of the 
cash-generating glamour sport in 
September in a deal valued at $8 bil-
lion, ending a long-running saga sur-
rounding the sport’s ownership and 
potential flotation. (RTRS)

❑     ❑     ❑

Maze race in doubt: The sym-
bolic farewell race of Slovenian ski 
star Tina Maze is in doubt because of 
a sponsorship row with the national 
skiing federation.

The two-time Olympic champion 
has quit the sport but planned one 
more appearance, at the World Cup 
giant slalom on home snow in 
Maribor on Jan 7.

The Slovenian Skiing Federation 
on Wednesday suggested that Maze 
has made her final race in the national 
team colors conditional on her pock-
eting 90,000 euros in sponsorship 
funds. (AP)

Best of the Rest



Los Angeles, Dec 14, (Agencies): For-
mer Baltimore Ravens tight end Konrad 
Reuland has died after undergoing sur-
gery last month following a brain aneu-
rysm, the team said Tuesday.

The 29-year-old, who also played for 
the New York Jets, died on Monday just 
over two weeks after an operation on 
November 28, reports said.

“I just want to offer condolences to his 
family. We love Konrad Reuland. Every 
single guy in the locker room loves 
him,” Ravens coach John Harbaugh said 
following his team’s defeat to the New 
England Patriots on Monday.

Reuland played four games with the 
Ravens in 2015 but 
was released after 
failing to make a 
catch.

He had 12 recep-
tions for 90 yards in 
30 career NFL game 
between 2012 and 
2015.

❑      ❑      ❑

Offi cials in Oak-
land, in a bid to 
keep their National 
Football League team the Raiders from 
moving to Las Vegas, have voted to 
work with a group seeking to build a 
$1.3 billion stadium, according to local 
media. Raiders owner Mark Davis, who 
is dissatisfi ed with the team’s aging Col-
iseum stadium in Oakland, has for much 
of this year pursued a possible move to 
Las Vegas.

But offi cials in Oakland want to keep 
the Raiders, who moved to Los Angeles 
in 1982 before returning to Oakland in 
1995 Their vote on Tuesday represents 
their most signifi cant step to date to give 
the team a new home. Retired NFL player 
Ronnie Lott is leading an effort to raise 
money to build a $1.3 billion stadium 
in Oakland, a city of more than 400,000 
people across the bay from San Francisco.

The Oakland City Council voted to 
pursue negotiations with Lott’s group, 
according to local station KGO-TV, 
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Reuland

NLB grab FTBK-Robinsons tourney lead

Winners pose with their trophy on podium with offi cials during the 5th ABK Annual Football tournament.

ABK concludes its 5th annual football tournament 
Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) to-
day announced the conclusion 
of the 5th annual football tourna-
ment, which was held at ‘The Cor-
ner’ soccer fi eld in Kuwait City, op-
posite Kuwait Towers. 

The exciting day-long event 
took place on Dec 6, 2016, from 
4 pm until 9 pm. A total of 32 
teams participated in the tourna-
ment which was open to ABK and 

non-ABK customers with teams 
consisting of fi ve players and one 
substitute player. 

The ABK football tournament is 
part of ABK’s annual social pro-
gram which aims to engage with 
the public by encouraging sport 
and a healthy lifestyle. 

The tournament, which was 
launched in 2011 has grown 
substantially in popularity year 

on year and this year attracted 
a wide range of teams and sup-
porters. 

Fawzy Al Thunayan, General 
Manager, Board Affairs at ABK 
alongside Ali Al Baghli, Corporate 
Communications Senior Man-
ager, were present on the day to 
present winning teams with their 
prizes. ‘Team 7’ consisting of play-
ers Khaled Al Fadala, Majed Al 

Enezi , Ahmed Zakareya, Essam 
Mohammed, Samer Abu Baqer & 
Tareq Wardani won fi rst place with 
each team member receiving KD 
150, while second place was taken 
by ‘Team 23’ consisting of players 
Fawzy Abdulla, Alaa Mahmoud, 
Ahmed Mohammed, Saad Zaghlo-
ol, Mohammed Shehata & Lutfi  Abu 
Baqer, each receiving KD 100 per 
player. 

World Class, DMDA, Strikers X beat rivals

NLB Corporation Lane Masters 

World Class Keglers

Siete Pares 1 Pin Busters

K2E2 Thunders team

By Miguel Carlos
Special to the Arab Times

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: 
Three weeks into the dou-
ble round robin elimination 
round of the on-going 2016-
2017 2nd FTBK-Robinsons 
Tenpin Bowling Team 
Tournament being held at 
the Cozmo Entertainment 
Center bowling lanes in 
Salmiya. 

The pump specialists of NLB 
Corporation grabbed the tourna-
ment leadership after bowling like 
a house on fi re en-route to an eye 
popping winning performance over 
Siete Pares 2. 

Moving into contention after deci-
sively thumping their respective rivals 
in this event sponsored by Robinsons 
and organized by the Filipino Tenpin 
Bowlers Kuwait were the World Class 
keglers, the architectural designers of 
DMDA Bowleros, Strikers X and D’ 
Islanders. 

For the third consecutive week, the 
NLB Corporation pin busters emerged 
victorious after their sweeping win over 
the off form Siete Pares 2 pin crackers. 
With their confi dence level still rela-
tively high, the pump masters of NLB 
Corporation did not give their belea-
guered opponents any leeway in the 
entire match as they book four straight 
impressive victories en-route to a clear 
cut record breaking 3497-3077 total pin 
falls win. Sharing the scoring chores for 
NLB Corporation in their 740-750, 862-
815, 943-757 and 927-755 game victo-
ries were Cris Bulacja, Rudy Zablan, 
Nelson De Leon, Bernabe Alfaro, Ric 
Marimla and Sarel Pascual. 

The decisive victory which handed 
NLB the leader board supremacy also 
earned them the week high series plum. 
Suiting up for the Siete Pares 2 who will 
have their hands full in their upcoming 
matches to make up for the loss were 
Lito Igot, Edwin De Mesa, Alex Nodalo 
and Dorcas Sansone.

Meanwhile, the hard hitting keglers of 
World Class outlasted the K2E2 Thun-
ders in a high scoring duel in booking a 
nail biting 3208-3175 win. The evenly 
match teams which bowled toe to toe 
traded strikes and spares in the closely 
contested  fi rst two games that K2E2 
eventually won via 843-794 and 843-809 
scores courtesy of Edwin latoja, Danny 
San Juan, Newell Sioxch Lee Mills and 
Kim Alinea. Going to the pivotal third 
game with K2E2 ahead by eight marks 
after two games 1686-1603. 

World Class returned to the lanes like 
a fully charged battery and through the 
power pin busting performance of Ted 
Ashley, Bill Stiles, Anastasius Menezes 
and Jason Baker was able to snatched 
the driver’s seat from their nemesis via 
an 835-705 victory in game three. The 
K2E2 Thunders tried their best to turn 

the tide in their favor in the fi nal game, 
but World Class won’t be denied even 
as the Thunders closed out with a 784-
745 win in the last game of the match.

In similar fashion, the architectural 
designers of DMDA Bowleros have 
to overcome a slow start before turn-
ing back Cozmo Salmiya 3124-3022. 
Headed by Maricar Ruben, Dexter 
Nebres, Cris Batucan and Arnold Men-
doza, Rock N Bowl dominated their ri-
vals in the fi rst game of the encounter 
in posting their easy 756-673 victory to 
take the early lead. 

In game two, the DMDA Bowleros 
who were gunning for a third straight 
match win made a slight lineup change 
and succeeded in narrowing the gap 
after trouncing Cozmo 804-741. With 
another 846-706 win in game three, 

DMDA fi nally wrest the upper hand 
and then went on to collect their third 
victory in as many outing with an 837-
698 rout of Cozmo Salmiya in game 
four. 

On the other hand,  Strikers X turned 
the tables on Siete Pares 1 after ground-
ing the defending champion 3127-
2953. After Strikers X took the lead 
with a 779-682 decision in the opening 
game of the 4-game series match, Siete 
Pares 1 with Faie Reyel, Egay cabildo, 
Manny Nazaire and Jazel Pangilinan in 
the roster came back in the next game 
with an 805-756 victory of their own to 
cut the defi cit to just over four marks. 
Spearheaded by JR sabado, Jowie Con-
cepcion, Ronald Ferolino and Vicky 
Navarro, Strikers X secured the out-
come of the match as they clobbered 
Siete Pares 1 in the next two games 
813-725 and 779-741. In the remain-
ing match up of the week, D’ Island-
ers bannered by Bobby Carambas, Aga 
Cuadrazal, Rolly David, Edgar Pascua 
and Pilar Patula relied on their 793-672 
and 781-717 victories in games one and 
four to eke out a close 3034-3006 win 
over Rock N Bowl headed by Liza Cat-
apia, Romy Fermil, Tariq Sairat, Romy 
Daus, Norie Sairat and Rod LLait.

For the Individual and Team High 
scores the current record holders are as 
follows: Individual High Game Men 
Group 1-Aga Cuadrazal 279, Men 
Group 2-Anastasius Menezes 244, La-
dies Division-Liza Catapia 233; High 
Average Men Group 1-Cris Bulacja 
197, Men Group 2-Anastasius Menezes 
187, Ladies Division-Elvie Sotio 184; 
Team High Game- NLB Corporation 
853 and Team High Series- NLB Cor-
poration 3347.

The team standings after the third 
week are as follows (read as rank, team 
name and total score); 1. NLB Corpora-
tion-9974, 2. DMDA Bowleros-9658, 
3 World Class-9531, 4. Rock N Bowl 
-9501, 5. Siete Pares 1-9398, 6. K2E2 
Thunders-9331, 7. Siete Pares 2-9237, 
8. Strikers X-9189, 9. Cozmo Salmi-
ya-9082, 10. D’ Islanders-9072. 

BOWLING

Former Olympic medalist beaten in Mexico

Sochi stripped of world champ’ships
LAUSANNE, Dec 14, (AFP): Sochi 
was stripped Tuesday as the host of next 
year’s bobsleigh and skeleton world 
championships amid accusations of 
state-sponsored doping against Russia, 
bringing a furious response from Mos-
cow at what it dubbed a baseless “politi-
cal decision”.

The International Bobsleigh and 
Skeleton Federation (IBSF) had come 
under pressure to move the event from 
the 2014 Winter Olympics host city after 
last week’s damning report by Canadian 
law professor Richard McLaren which 
implicated more than 1,000 Russian 
athletes in at least 30 sports in a state-
sponsored doping programme.

“The IBSF executive committee felt 
that during this diffi cult time it is prudent 
not to organise such an event in Russia,” 
a statement by the sports governing body 
read, adding a new location would be de-
cided in the coming days.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitri Peskov 
reacted immediately, saying Russia 
“enormously regretted” the decision.

“We’re convinced that this was a 
political decision. It’s based on state-
ments without any evidence,” Peskov 
was quoted as saying by the R-Sport 
agency.

Russian Sports Minister Pavel Kolob-
kov expressed his surprise. “There is an 
agreement for the organisation of these 
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world championships that no one has ter-
minated,” Kolobkov told R-Sport.

“We must look very carefully at the 
agreement signed by our Federation with 
the International Federation. We will 
clarify these issues and make decisions 
in the future.”

The announcement comes four days 
after the fi nal publication of the McLaren 
report in which the Canadian lawyer de-
scribed how Russia “hijacked” sport by 
involving more than 1,000 athletes in 
an “institutional conspiracy” to win by 
mass doping at the Sochi 2014 Winter 
and London 2012 Olympics and other 
global competitions.

❑      ❑      ❑

Mexican senator and former Olympic 
medalist Ana Gabriela Guevara said 
Tuesday she was severely beaten by four 
men after her motorcycle was knocked 
over by their car.

Guevara, a silver medalist in the 
400-meter race in Athens in 2004, 
wept as she recounted her ordeal at a 
press conference, removing sunglasses 
to show her blackened right eye nearly 
shut.

The leftist politician denounced the at-
tack as “an act of cowardice” and plead-
ed for an end to violence in Mexico.

“No to violence against women. This 
is an act of violence against my gender, 
against me,” she said, fl anked by Senate 
colleagues at the upper chamber.

Guevara, 39, said she was on a high-
way heading back to Mexico City on 
Sunday when she overtook a sport utility 
vehicle, which then struck her bike.

❑      ❑      ❑

Olympic swimming sensation Penny 
Oleksiak won the Lou Marsh Trophy as 
Canada’s top athlete of the year on Tues-
day, capping off a remarkable year in 
which the 16-year-old won four medals 
at the Rio Games.

Oleksiak, the youngest and 74th recip-
ient of the award, burst onto the scene in 
Rio where she became the fi rst Canadian 
to win four medals at a Summer Games, 
including gold in the marquee 100 me-
tres freestyle.

‘Preparations for the Asian Games going smoothly’

OCA opens representative offi ce in Jakarta

Left to right: Rita Subowa, OCA Director General Husain Al Musallam, Ga-
tot S. Dewa Broto, Wai Jizhong and Indonesian Olympic Committee Presi-

dent Erick Thohir at the inauguration ceremony press conference.

Oakland moves forward on new stadium talks

Former Ravens, Jets player
dies after brain aneurysm

which also said the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors had voted to join 
the effort.

The plan calls for Oakland to invest 
$200 million in infrastructure and site 
preparation for the stadium project and 
provide land worth another $150 mil-
lion, according to a City Council report.

The city also would provide money 
from future taxes on economic activ-
ity tied to the stadium, while the NFL, 
the Raiders and Lott’s group, which 
includes the fi rm Fortress Investment 
Group, LLC, would pay for the rest of 
the project. The Raiders organization 
could not be reached for comment early 
on Wednesday.

Lott acknowledged to KGO-TV that 
his group does not yet have the support 
of Davis, the Raiders owner.

“I think we’ll get his blessing,” Lott 
said to KGO-TV.

A relocation by the Raiders to Las 
Vegas, if approved by other NFL own-
ers, would represent a signifi cant change 
in policy for the league. The NFL, along 
with some other major U.S. sports 
leagues, has shied away from the gam-
bling centre because of the potential for 
sports bettors to taint competition.

❑      ❑      ❑

Eli Manning’s yards passing are 
down in his past few games.

Manning has thrown for fewer than 
200 yards in each of his past three starts. 
He has completed just 56 of 94 passes. 
In that span, Manning has thrown six 
touchdowns and three interceptions.

Is it a slump? Perhaps a downslide for 
a 35-year-old veteran?

Manning would hear none of that 
Tuesday, two days after his team used 
a devastating defense and a clutch 61-
yard touchdown pass from Manning to 
Odell Beckham, Jr. for a 10-7 victory 
over Dallas.

FOOTBALL

OLYMPICS

JAKARTA, Indonesia, Dec 14: The 
Olympic Council of Asia held an Inau-
guration Ceremony for its representa-
tive offi ce in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 
Tuesday evening.

The offi ce will assist in the smooth 
preparations for the OCA’s 18th Asian 
Games in Jakarta and Palembang in 
2018 by providing a daily communica-
tions and operations hub between the 
organising committee INASGOC, the 
Indonesian Olympic Committee and 
the OCA.

The Director General of the OCA, 
Husain Al Musallam, said: “This new 
offi ce will defi nitely add value for the 
Olympic Movement in Asia and espe-
cially for the Asian Games in 2018 with 
close coordination with the organising 
committee. “The inauguration of this 
representative offi ce is a special occa-
sion and will be a very positive step to 
show the cooperation between the OCA 
and the organising committee of the 
18th Asian Games.”

Al Musallam said that the new of-
fi ce followed the strategic roadmap ap-
proved at the OCA General Assembly 
in Vietnam last September, when the 
OCA decided to open a series of offi ces 
in all fi ve zones of the continent.

“The OCA has learned from past 

experiences how to have smooth con-
tinuation in our work and in our prepa-
rations for the youth and the Olympic 
Movement,” he added.

At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the 
OCA’s Hon. Life Vice President, Wei 
Jizhong, said it was a very signifi cant 
moment for the OCA and Jakarta.

“The preparations for the Asian 
Games are going smoothly, so we need 
close cooperation and close communi-
cation,” said Wei.

The OCA representative offi ce is lo-
cated at Plaza Asia in the Senayan dis-
trict of the capital, close to the Gelora 
Bung Karno sports complex – the focal 
point of the 18th Asian Games.

It will be under the control of the 
OCA Vice President in charge of the 
18th Asian Games, Mrs Rita Subowo, 
who said the Indonesian Olympic Com-
mittee and government had enjoyed 
close cooperation with the OCA since 
hosting the inaugural Asian Beach 
Games at Bali in 2008.

“Hopefully, after the Asian Games in 
2018, Indonesia will be able to go to the 
next step — the World Beach Games 
and, who knows, the Olympic Games,” 
said Mrs Subowo.

On behalf of the government, Deputy 
IV of the Ministry for Youth and Sport, 
Gatot S. Dewa Broto, thanked Mrs Sub-
owo for providing the offi ce space and 
said it would lead to more intensive co-
operation with less than one and a half 
years to go until the 18th Asiad, which 
will run from August 18 to Sept 2, 
2018.  A tour of the offi ces followed the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony, and a press 
conference brought the inauguration to 
a close.

Speaking at the press conference, 
Indonesian Olympic Committee and 
INASGOC President Erick Thohir said 
the new offi ce showed the commitment 
of the OCA to the success of the Asian 
Games.
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A group photo from the honoring ceremony

Kuwait Olympic Sports Day participants honored
Kuwait Sea Sports Club honored 
the participants in the annual 
Kuwait Olympic Sports Day which 
will be organized, in coordination 
with Kuwait Olympic Committee, on 
Saturday. 

Various sports federations and 
specialized clubs are expected to 
attend the Sports Day with Kuwait 
Olympic Committee Secretary 

Khaled Al-Menayye in attendance.
Among those present at the hon-

oring ceremony were Chairman of 
the club Major Fahad Al-Fahad, 
Deputy Chairman Ahmad 
Alghanim, Secretary General 
Khalid Mohammed Alfodra and a 
number of board members.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Alfodra expressed satisfaction over 

the level of cooperation between the 
club and Kuwait Olympic Committee, 
particularly their initiative to orga-
nize the annual Sports Day. 

He added he is proud of the sea 
sports contestants and their 
remarkable achievements in GCC, 
regional and international champi-
onships.

In related story, Kuwait’s Sports 

Day concludes Thursday and the 
winning teams will be honored in 
the closing ceremony slated for 
Saturday at Sheikh Jaber 
International Stadium with the 
attendance of Minister of 
Information and Youth Affairs 
Sheikh Salman Al-Hamoud.

Meanwhile, Head of Security and 
Safety at the stadium Khaled 

Bonashi affirmed the stadium and 
all its domains are ready to host the 
Sports Day.  He added the stadium 
is open to the people of Kuwait not 
only for football events; but also for 
social, cultural and other sports 
activities.

Bonashi praised the idea of hold-
ing the Sports Day that witnessed 
huge participation in various sports 

and other activities.  “This is a won-
derful initiative from Kuwait 
Olympics Committee and it will 
have positive returns for all partici-
pants,” he added.

A big crowd of fans are expected 
to start arriving in the stadium at 
2:00 pm on Saturday through gates 
two and 11, whereas gate one is 
designated for officials and VIPs.

Love, James power Cavs
past Gasol-less Grizzlies

Arthur’s Pakistan aim for Australia history

Al-Houti named as
champ’ship envoy
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14: The Higher Organizing 
Committee of Military Football World, which 
will be held in Muscat, Oman in January 2017, 
has chosen Al-Kuwait Sports Club Captain 
Sa’ad Al-Houti as an ambassador to the champi-
onship. He was invited alongside former Qatari 
national team player Ibrahim Khalfan.

The committee unveiled the symbol of the 
tournament, which is a swift-moving lynx at a 
speed of 80-100 km/hr. It will be spread across 
provinces such as Zaffar, Al-Wusta and 
Musendim. 

Al-Houti expressed delight over the partici-
pation of Kuwait National Football Team in 
the sporting event, describing his nomination 
by the organizing committee as a source of 
pride at a time when the tournament is being 
held in the Arabian Gulf region. He thanked 
the committee for finding him worthy of being 
an ambassador.

India look to increase Cook’s woes
NEW DELHI, Dec 14, (AFP): A rampant India will 
look to create history in the fifth and final Test against 
England from Friday by piling more misery on Alastair 
Cook in what could be his last outing as the tourists’ 
skipper.

After completing an innings victory in the fourth Test 
on Monday in Mumbai, Virat Kohli’s men will become 
the first Indian team to go unbeaten in 18 matches by 
avoiding defeat in the series finale in Chennai.

The majestic Kohli, who is in the form of his life 
after striking his third double century of the year, is no 
mood to ease up on their beleaguered visitors.

After putting the outcome of the series beyond doubt, 
Kohli said India would now “really express ourselves 
fully” in Chennai and hope to make it 4-0 against oppo-
nents who had been something of a bogey team.

England had won their last three series against India, 
including their tour in 2012 at the start of Cook’s 
record-breaking tenure as captain.

Four years on, Cook’s appetite for the job is being 
increasingly called into question and the skipper himself 
has spoken of the possibility of stepping down while 
continuing to be available for selection as a batsman.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan team, six years in the mak-
ing and armed with insider knowledge from coach 
Mickey Arthur, are poised to make history in Australia, 
veteran skipper Misbah-ul-Haq said Wednesday.

Misbah, who exerts a calming influence on the mer-
curial Pakistanis, believes the side has developed into 
one that can finally deliver a series win after 11 fruitless 
tours to Australia.

Pakistan have won only four of their 32 Tests Down 
Under and have lost their last nine Tests since their last 
victory in Sydney in 1995.

No team from the sub-continent has won a Test 
series in Australia, further underlining the massive 
undertaking.

But Misbah, who scored just 76 runs in four innings 
in his only tour to Australia in 2009-10, is confident the 
tourists can turn things around against Steve Smith’s 
men, who are themselves emerging from a recent losing 
five-Test run.

“We took almost six years to develop this team and 
that team showed a lot to the world when we played in 
England and in ‘home’ conditions in Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi,” he told reporters ahead of Thursday’s day-
night Test at Brisbane’s Gabba.

“So we have a lot of faith and confidence behind that. 
These players are experienced enough and they have 
the belief that they can do it.

“We’ve had some unbelievable successes in the past. 
I think those victories and those performances always 
give you confidence, even in Australia,” Misbah said.

“No doubt the conditions are tough but once you have 
confidence and belief I think you can change the history.”

Much of Pakistan’s confidence flows from the 
insights coach Arthur has on the Australians after his 
time as their national coach up to his sacking ahead of 
the 2013 Ashes series in England.

“He knows the ins and outs of most of the players, he 
knows their strengths and weaknesses,” the captain said.

“That’s always helpful when you have that sort of 
inside information about the opposition.

BRISBANE, Australia, Dec 14, (AFP): Australia 
captain Steve Smith threw his support behind next 
year’s day-night Ashes Test against England on 
Wednesday -- but said one was enough for the 
series.

Both Smith and his England counterpart Alastair 
Cook had previously called for the Ashes Tests, 
which have no problem attracting fans, to keep 
their traditional timing.

The Aussie skipper had no reservations after the 
announcement that Adelaide would host the first 
ever pink-ball Ashes Test, but he said one game 
under floodlights was enough.

“I’m happy with just the one,” said Smith, ahead 
of Thursday’s series opener against Pakistan, 
which will be the maiden day-night Test at 
Brisbane’s Gabba ground.

“I think crowds, TV ratings and things like that 
are never an issue in the Ashes.

“You can just look and see how the last two 
Adelaide Tests have gone, they’ve been great 
spectacles, just good games of cricket.

“I think it’s great that we’re going to play an 
Ashes pink-ball Test there next year.

“I’m happy for it to just stay with one.”
Australia hosted the first day-night Test, using a 

pink ball for better visibility under floodlights, in 
Adelaide last year in what turned out to be a 
groundbreaking success for the flagging, five-day 
format.

Australia also played South Africa under lights in 
their recent Test series, and Pakistan faced the 
West Indies in a day-night Test in Dubai in October.

1 pink-ball Ashes Test
is enough, says Smith

Curry outguns Davis; Twolves down Bulls

CLEVELAND, Dec 14, 
(Agencies): Kevin Love 
scored 29 points, J.R. Smith 
found his aim  for one half  
and LeBron James added 23 
points as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers won their fifth 
straight, 103-86 over the 
Memphis Grizzlies.

Memphis rested center Marc Gasol 
for the first of back-to-back games 
against the defending NBA champions.

Cavs coach Tyronn Lue said after the 
game that James, Love and Irving will 
not travel for the game Wednesday.

Smith, who has been in a season-long 
shooting slump, scored 17 of his 23 
points in the first half as the Cavs, who 

gave star point guard Kyrie Irving the 
night off, built a 22-point lead and ended 
the Grizzlies’ six-game winning streak.

Zach Randolph replaced Gasol in the 
starting lineup and scored 18 points to 
lead the Grizzlies. The reigning Western 
Conference player of the week, Gasol is 
expected to play Wednesday in Memphis 
to complete a brutal three-game stretch 
for the Grizzlies, who beat Golden State 
by 21 on Saturday.

Timberwolves 99, Bulls 94
In Chicago, Zach LaVine scored 24 

points, Andrew Wiggins added 23 and 
Minnesota won in coach Tom 
Thibodeau’s return to Chicago.

The Timberwolves wiped out a 21-point 
deficit and got Thibodeau a victory in his 
first game in Chicago since the Bulls fired 
him in an acrimonious split in 2015.

Gorgui Dieng and Karl-Anthony Towns 
each scored 16 points, and the Timberwolves 
snapped a four-game losing streak.

Warriors 113, Pelicans 109
In New Orleans, Stephen Curry scored 

30 points, Kevin Durant added 27 to go 
with a big block on Anthony Davis in the 
final minute and Golden State held off 
New Orleans.

Draymond Green recorded a triple-
double with 12 points, 12 rebounds and 

10 assists, and it was the last of his four 
steals  on Davis in the waning seconds  
that sealed the victory. Davis angrily 
contended he’d been fouled, only to be 
assessed a technical foul.

Klay Thompson added 17 points for 

the Warriors, who combined for 14 
3-pointers, five by Curry.

Suns 113, Knicks 111, OT
In Phoenix, Eric Bledsoe scored the go-

ahead points on a driving, left-handed layup 
with 30 seconds to play and Phoenix gave 
New York its second loss in eight games.

Bledsoe scored eight consecutive 
points late in OT and finished with 31, his 
third consecutive 30-point game.

Kristaps Porzingis scored 34 points for 
New York, one shy of his career high, 
before fouling out with 1:34 left in OT.

Trail Blazers 114, Thunder 95
In Portland, Oregon, Damian Lillard 

had 17 points and nine assists before sit-
ting out the fourth quarter and Portland 
snapped a four-game losing streak.

Russell Westbrook was off his league-
leading average of 31.1 points a game 
with 20 for the Thunder, who have lost 
two of their last three after a six-game 
winning streak.

Mason Plumlee added 18 points for the 
Blazers, who led by 26 points in Portland’s 
first game back after a 1-4 road trip. Six 
Portland players finished in double fig-
ures in the second of a back-to-back.

Magic 131, Hawks 120
In Atlanta, Serge Ibaka scored 29 

points, Elfrid Payton reached career highs 
with 26 points and 14 assists and Orlando 
snapped a three-game losing streak.

Orlando began the night ranked 29th in 
scoring and played without center Nikola 
Vucevic, but it got big production from 
the bench. Payton, Jodie Meeks and Jeff 
Green combined for 62 points, while 
starting guard Evan Fournier scored 23.

Dwight Howard had 20 points and 16 
rebounds and Dennis Schroder had 19 
points and 13 assists for the Hawks, who 
thought they were on a good trajectory 
after rallying from 20 points down in last 
Friday’s win at Milwaukee.

❑       ❑       ❑

NBA star Dirk Nowitzki says he could 
retire as early as next year, but admits his 
dream is to play until 2018 and celebrate 
20 years with the Dallas Mavericks.

Nowitzki has played for the Mavericks 
since joining from DJK Wurzburg in 1998.

The German was the NBA Finals’ 
MVP during the team’s 2011 champion-
ship year and is a 13-time NBA All-Star, 
but at 38-year-old is coming to the end of 
his career.

WASHINGTON, Dec 14, (RTRS): Results 
and standings from the NBA games on 
Tuesday.
Portland 114 Oklahoma City 95
Phoenix 113 NY Knicks (OT) 111

Minnesota 99 Chicago 94
Golden State 113 New Orleans 109
Orlando 131 Atlanta 120
Cleveland 103 Memphis 86

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L PCT GB
Toronto 17 7 .708 -
NY Knicks 14 11 .560 3-1/2
Boston 13 11 .542 4
Brooklyn 6 17 .261 10-1/2
Philadelphia 6 18 .250 11

Central Division
 W L PCT GB
Cleveland 18 5 .783 -
Chicago 13 11 .542 5-1/2
Indiana 13 12 .520 6
Detroit 13 13 .500 6-1/2
Milwaukee 11 12 .478 7

Southeast Division
 W L PCT GB
Charlotte 14 11 .560 -
Atlanta 12 13 .480 2
Orlando 11 15 .423 3-1/2
Washington 9 14 .391 4
Miami 8 17 .320 6

Western Conference
Northwest Division

 W L PCT GB
Oklahoma City 15 10 .600 -
Utah 15 10 .600 -
Portland 13 14 .481 3
Denver 9 16 .360 6
Minnesota 7 18 .280 8

Pacific Division
 W L PCT GB
Golden State 22 4 .846 -
LA Clippers 18 7 .720 3-1/2
Sacramento 9 15 .375 12
LA Lakers 10 17 .370 12-1/2
Phoenix 8 17 .320 13-1/2

Southwest Division
 W L PCT GB
San Antonio 19 5 .792 -
Houston 18 7 .720 1-1/2
Memphis 17 9 .654 3
New Orleans 8 18 .308 12
Dallas 6 18 .250 13

NBA Results/Standings

Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James 
(center), drives to the basket against 
Memphis Grizzlies’ Tony Allen (left), 
and Troy Williams in the first half of an 
NBA basketball game on  Dec 13, in 

Cleveland. (AP)

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen 
Curry (30) drives past New Orleans 
forward Anthony Davis (23) in the 
second half of an NBA basketball 
game in New Orleans on Dec 13. 

Golden State won 113-109. (AP)

A photo from the event

Australia’s Matt Renshaw bats during a net practice 
session at Gabba in Brisbane on Dec 14, on the 
eve of a day-night Test cricket match against 

Pakistan. (AFP)

CRICKETBASKETBALL



TORONTO, Dec 14, (RTRS): The United States 
Olympic Committee said on Tuesday it has dis-
cussed a Plan B with USA Hockey should the Na-
tional Hockey League decide not to send players to 
the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Games.

The NHL has participated in five consecutive 
Winter Games but its participation in South Korea is 
in doubt after the International Olympic Committee 
said it would no longer cover players’ costs, which 
have been estimated at around $10 million.

“We have had discussions with USA Hockey 
about a Plan B if that does not happen,” USOC chief 
executive Scott Blackmun said on a conference call.

“Obviously it creates more challenges for them 

and for us from an organisational standpoint, we’re 
still very hopeful the NHL players will be there.

“We know they (players) want to be there and we 
understand the challenges it creates for the league.

Meanwhile, cheerleading, which received provi-
sional recognition as an Olympic sport last week, is 
an increasingly international activity by no means 
restricted to its North American birthplace, accord-
ing to the man who has driven its growth over four 
decades.

Jim Webb has helped transform cheerleading from 
sideline entertainment at American football and bas-
ketball games to the sport that was granted recogni-

tion by the International Olympic Committee.
Cheerleading will now be able to tap into some 

IOC funding and take part in a number of pro-
grammes, including athlete development and anti-
doping.

At the end of their three-year provisional recog-
nition period, they can apply to become part of the 
Olympic Games sports programme.

While cheerleading’s strong youth appeal was 
clearly attractive to the IOC, widespread internation-
al participation is also key to taking the next steps 
towards a place at the Summer Games.

With over 100 national federations registered with 
the International Cheer Union (ICU), Webb is cer-
tain the competitiveness of the sport would not be 
confined to just North America.

“When we first started our world champion-
ships there was a big gap between the US and 
Canada and now there is a lot of parity with coun-
tries from Europe and Asia that win medals and 
that sometimes beat the US and Canadian teams,” 
he told Reuters.

“Thailand has some great cheerleading. Japan has 
outstanding cheerleading. Some of the countries in 
Europe, Norway, Finland, Germany, the UK has out-
standing cheerleading. It’s developing everywhere.”

The addition of cheerleading and the Thai martial 
art of muaythai last week takes the number of recog-
nised Olympic sports to 37, only 28 of which were 
part of the programme at the Rio Olympics earlier 
this year.
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Former coach Bennell held on abuse charges

British stars Khan and Brook in talks about bout

Over 100 cases of alleged abuse at London clubs: police

Beating Klitschko would make Joshua ‘legend’

LONDON, Dec 14, (AFP): There have been 
106 allegations of sex abuse connected with 
people at 30 London clubs including four 
Premier League sides, police said on Tues-
day.

These allegations — which stem from just 
one of the investigations being conducted by 
21 of the 45 British regional police forces in 
a scandal that has rocked English football to 
its foundations — have come to light since 
last Thursday when London’s police force, 
the Metropolitan Police, announced the 
launch of their enquiry.

Aside from the four unnamed London 
Premier League clubs — the Met would not 
reveal who they were — there are two Cham-
pionship sides and three from League One 
and Two. The rest are non-league, amateur 
or non-professional clubs, according to the 
Met. “The Met take all allegations seriously, 
and specialist officers will work through the 
information passed to them,” said Detective 
Chief Superintendent Ivan Balhatchet of 
the Sexual Offence, Exploitation and Child 
Abuse Command.

“The number of re-
ferrals, pieces of infor-
mation and allegations 
will change. Officers 
will continue to work 
through the information 
that has been reported.

“The Met will not be 
giving a commentary as 
this investigation devel-
ops and is not discuss-
ing the names of the clubs 
involved, or number of 
allegations against each club.”

Meanwhile, an English court on Wednes-
day ordered former football coach Barry 
Bennell to be held in custody over eight child 
sex offences on one victim.

The 62-year-old former Crewe Alexandra 
youth coach appeared by video-link before 
Crewe magistrates court in northwest Eng-
land and was ordered to appear before Ches-
ter Crown Court on January 11.

LONDON, Dec 14, (AFP): Britain’s heavy-
weight world champion Anthony Joshua says 
beating Ukrainian veteran Wladimir Klitsch-
ko in their mouthwatering showdown for the 
IBF and WBA crowns next April would en-
title him to be called a legend.

The 27-year-old 2012 Olympic champion 
— who defended his IBF title successfully 
last Saturday against American journeyman 
Eric Molina — will face off against Klitsch-
ko on April 29 at Wembley Stadium and said 
the bout could be a life-changing experience 
for him. “A knockout is the cherry on top but 
to win, whichever way, is very possible,” said 
Joshua at a press conference also attended by 

Klitschko at Wembley on Wednesday.
“This is a fight that can change one from 

champion to legend overnight.
“It will draw masses of attention and they 

are the type of fights that can change the way 
people view you.”

Klitschko, who will be 41 by the time the 
bout takes place, said he has stayed in the 
sport since losing his WBA, IBF and WBO 
belts in a surprise defeat by troubled British 
pugilist Tyson Fury in November 2015 ex-
pressly to regain his titles.

British boxing stars Kell Brook and Amir 
Khan ‘are in talks’ to fight each other in May 
2017, according to IBF welterweight world 
champion Brook’s promoter Eddie Hearn.

Both pugilists experienced chastening de-
feats when they stepped up a weight division 
to middleweight — Brook’s bout with the 
outstanding Kazakh Gennady Golovkin be-
ing halted in the fifth round and Khan going 
one round further with Mexican Saul ‘Cane-
lo’ Alvarez.

Britain’s Anthony Joshua (left), faces off 
to Ukraine’s Wladimir Klitschko during 
a press conference at Wembley Sta-
dium in north west London on Dec 14.  
Klitschko will fight Joshua on April 29, 
2017 at Wembley Stadium in London. 

(AFP)

Faisal Al-Otaibi

Burgan Sports Club
weightlifters ‘shine’
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 14, Athletes from 
Burgan Sports Club Faisal Al-Shatti, Tareq 
Abu Rabea and Faisal Al-Otaibi won gold 
medals in weightlifting tournaments, in ad-
dition to three silver and two bronze medals 
in several other tournaments held inside the 
country. 

The karateka Meshal Shaher won a silver 
medal in another local competition. 

According to the Board Chairman of the 
club Hamlan Al-Hamlan, the club will hon-
or the medalists who have made the club 
proud through their achievements.

KUNA photo
Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq

Al-Abdulrazzaq preps

The Kuwaiti Jet Ski world champion Yousef Al-Abdulraz-
zaq Wednesday affi rmed his readiness to participate in 
the fi nal round of the UIM Aquabike World Championship 
which is being organized by the International Jet Sports 
Boating Association on Dec 18-20.

In a statement to KUNA, Al-Abdulrazzaq said he will 
head to Sharjah to prepare for competing in the fi nal 
round of the championship in which he is leading in the 
rankings and has won the title despite intense competi-
tion from the best racers in the world.

He indicated that he has undergone intensifi ed training 
in the last phase especially for his physique due to the 
importance of body fi tness, affi rming that the competition 
is still tough even though he is leading by few points.

Al-Abdulrazzaq commended the support provided by 
the government represented by the Public Authority for 
Sports and the Kuwait Olympic Committee in addition to 
the support from the private sector represented by Ku-
wait Finance House and Zain Telecommunications Com-
pany. (KUNA)

Baseball owners
ratify labor deal
NEW YORK, Dec 14, (AP): A 
person with knowledge of the 
meeting says baseball owners 
have ratifi ed the sport’s new col-
lective bargaining agreement by 
a 29-1 vote.

Speaking on the condition of 
anonymity because no announce-
ment was made, the person says 
Tampa Bay Rays managing gen-
eral partner Stuart Sternberg was 
the lone dissenting vote during 
the telephone meeting Tuesday. 
Sternberg declined comment in 
an email to the AP. Players also 
had been scheduled to hold a rati-
fi cation vote.

The fi ve-year deal was agreed 
to Nov 30, about 3-ó hours be-
fore the expiration of the previous 
contract.

The agreement raises the luxury 
tax thresholds, increases some of 
the tax rates, imposes a hard cap 
on signing bonuses for internation-
al amateurs and bans smokeless 
tobacco for players who do not al-
ready have major league service. 
It also eliminates the provision that 
gave World Series home-fi eld ad-
vantage to the All-Star winner and 
bans rookie hazing that includes 
costumes as women.

OLYMPICS

BOXING

Augsburg sack Schuster: Augsburg 
have sacked coach Dirk Schuster after the 
Bavarian team managed just one win in 
their last nine Bundesliga games, the club 
said in a statement on Wednesday.

Reserve team coach Manuel Baum will 
take over on an interim basis at Augsburg, 
who are 13th with three wins this season.

“After deep analysis of the current 
sporting situation club offi cials reached the 
conclusion that there were differences with 
regard to the sporting development and the 
way Augsburg plays football,” the club 
added.   (RTRS)

❑     ❑     ❑

Birmingham sack Rowett: Chinese-
owned Birmingham City sacked manager 
Gary Rowett on Wednesday after he spent 
more than two years in charge, saying the 
decision had been taken for long-term 
strategic reasons. The English Champion-
ship (second-tier) side are seventh in the 
standings after beating Ipswich Town 2-1 
on Tuesday, with former City defender 
Rowett, 42, in charge since October 2014.

The club said in a statement there was 
“genuine sadness” at Rowett’s exit but 
new owners Trillion Trophy Asia (TTA) 
were “determined to lead the club to a 
bright and exciting future.  (RTRS)

❑     ❑     ❑

Oscar set for move to China: Brazil-
ian international midfi elder Oscar is to be-
come the latest big name to move to China 
in a £60 million transfer ($76m, 71.5m eu-
ros) from Chelsea to Shanghai SIPG, Brit-
ish media reported on Wednesday.

The 25-year-old — who would be the 
second Brazilian star from the Premier 
League leaders to leave for China in a year 
— had been a target of Shanghai manager 
Andre Villas-Boas since the Portuguese 
managed Spurs in the 2012/13 season.  
(AFP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Wake fi res radio analyst: Wake 
Forest has fi red a former assistant coach-
turned-broadcaster who the school says 
attempted to leak football game plans to 
opponents for three years.

The school on Tuesday night announced 
the fi ndings of a nearly monthlong investi-
gation that started after documents related 
to the team’s plans for the Louisville game 
were discovered at the Cardinals’ stadium.

In a statement, the school placed the 
blame on Tommy Elrod — a former Wake 
Forest player and assistant under former 
coach Jim Grobe. Elrod was not retained 
by Dave Clawson when he succeeded 
Grobe in 2014, and he became an analyst 
for the IMG College radio broadcasts of 
the Demon Deacons’ games. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

McKnight family, DA meet: An attor-
ney for the family of slain former NFL run-
ning back Joe McKnight says the player’s 
family has met with prosecutors to discuss 
next steps in the legal case against his ac-
cused shooter.

Attorney George Tucker tells The New 
Orleans Advocate that McKnight’s mother, 
his sister and the mother of his child met 
with the district attorney Tuesday. (AP)

Best of the Rest

Cheerleading boasts increasing appeal

USOC discuss Plan B if NHL takes pass

Bennell



ing a ball.
However, the country of 1.3 billion is fi nal-

ly waking up to the most popular sport on the 
planet.

The Indian Super League (ISL) is in its third 
season and Kushal Das, secretary general of the 
All India Football Federation, has said the coun-
try is aiming to qualify for the 2026 World Cup.

Hubers, a former defend-
er for Dutch top-fl ight club 
NEC Nijmegen, believes 
that developing the sport at 
grassroots level is funda-
mental to India’s plans.

“The more players you 
get into the system, the bet-
ter the quality will be at the 
top,” he said.

The ISL, promoted by bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani’s 
Reliance Industries and Ru-
pert Murdoch’s Star India 
TV, have their own grassroots programme of 
which Hubers is technical director.

The most talented players are selected for a 
residential programme, based near Mumbai, 
known as Young Champs.

Started in 2014, the scheme’s fi rst target is 
to give 500,000 children between the ages of 
six and 14 the chance to play football and get 
coaching.

Hubers said fi nding spaces to play was one 
of the major challenges in India’s teeming cities 

and that children needed to play regularly.
“One training session every week and a grass-

roots match every week for 20 weeks a season is 
the absolute minimum but that is also the biggest 
challenge because you need good facilities, you 
need a playing system, you need good coaches, 
you must organise teams and that is not so easy,” 
he said.

Improvisation is often the key and the concept 
of pop-up pitches, where organisers bring port-
able goals and announce venues on social media, 
has become popular.

Offi cials have also attempted to persuade pri-
vate clubs and schools to make their facilities 
available.

“There are square metres you can use here 

and there, for example for playing a small game 
which can be four against four, or seven against 
seven,” Hubers said.

Coaching is another key element.
“The most important thing for the ISL clubs is 

to educate the coaches ... so that parents can be 
confi dent their children are improving,” added 
Hubers.

Sanchez sent the free-kick curling towards 
Everton goalkeeper Maarten Stekelenburg and in 
seeking to clear the ball, Williams succeeded only 
in defl ecting it into his own net.

It was Sanchez’s 12th effort of the campaign, 
putting him level with Chelsea’s Diego Costa as 
Premier League top scorer.

Everton did not look like equalising, with 
Romelu Lukaku and Aaron Lennon slicing shots 
off target, but with half-time looming they drew 
level.

Leighton Baines curled a right-foot cross to-
wards the back post from the left and Coleman 
nipped in between Laurent Koscielny and Na-

cho Monreal to glance a deft 
header past Petr Cech.

Mesut Ozil spurned a glo-
rious opportunity to restore 
Arsenal’s lead early in the 
second half, wafting a shot 
over the bar from Sanchez’s 
cut-back, while Barkley 
drilled wide at the other end.

The noise level rose as 
the game wore on and with 
four minutes to play Everton 
struck the winner, Williams 
fl ying in at the back post to 

send a thudding header past Cech from Barkley’s 
corner.

Everton had Jagielka sent off after he picked 
up a second yellow card, but the hosts survived 
amid frantic late scenes that saw Arsenal substi-
tute Alex Iwobi have a shot blocked on the line.

It was Arsenal’s fi rst league defeat since their 
4-3 loss to Liverpool on the season’s opening day 
and means they will be six points off the pace 
if Chelsea win at bottom club Sunderland on 
Wednesday.

Leicester remain without back-to-back league 
wins this season after defeat at Bournemouth — 
their eighth of the campaign — kept them in 14th 
place, just four points above the relegation zone.

Pugh marked his fi rst start of the season with 
the game’s only goal, slamming home the re-
bound after Leicester goalkeeper Ron-Robert 
Zieler saved from Benik Afobe in the 34th minute.

“The result is too severe against us because we 
created more chances than Bournemouth,” said 
Leicester manager Claudio Ranieri.

“If we continue to fi ght at this level, sooner or 
later we will get a good result.”

Eddie Howe’s Bournemouth leap four places 
to eighth, nine points clear of the bottom three.
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Conceicao wins debut as Nantes boss

Sochaux topple Marseille in French League Cup

FC Sochaux’ French midfi elder Florian 
Tardieu (left), vies with Olympique de Mar-
seille’s French midfi elder William Vain-
queur (center), during the French League 
Cup football match Sochaux (FCSM) vs 
Olympique de Marseille (OM) on Dec 13, at 
the Auguste Bonal stadium in Montbeliard. 

(AFP)

scored and hit back with a magnifi cent goal. 
They then sat back and tried to hold on until the 
penalty shoot-out.”

Sochaux coach Albert Cartier said his team’s 
victory had been “deserved” and came “from 
the heart”, adding that they regularly practised 
penalties.

“Generally we practise penalties at the end 
of very long training sessions so the players 
remain focused while fatigued, even if the con-
text is obviously not the same.”

Earlier, former Portugal international Sergio 
Conceicao made a winning start as Nantes man-
ager with a 3-1 victory over Montpellier.

Argentine striker Emiliano Sala struck either 
side of a Kevin Berigaud goal at the Stade de 
la Beaujoire as Nantes became the fi rst team 
through to the last eight.

Poland international Mariusz Stepinski add-
ed a third for Nantes on the hour, although the 
hosts played out the fi nal few minutes with 10 
men after the dismissal of Abdoulaye Toure.

The relegation-threatened Breton club ap-
pointed Conceicao last Thursday to succeed 
Rene Girard with Nantes languishing second 
from bottom in the French top fl ight.

Conceicao, 42, formerly held the reins at 
Olhanense, Academica de Coimbra, Braga and 
then Vitoria Guimaraes in his homeland.

Holders Paris Saint-Germain host Lille in a 
repeat of last year’s fi nal, while Monaco, Nice 
and Lyon are also in action on Wednesday.

SOCCER

PARIS, Dec 14, (AFP): Marseille crashed out 
of the French League Cup on Tuesday after los-
ing 4-3 on penalties to second-tier Sochaux fol-
lowing a 1-1 draw in their last-16 tie.

Bouna Sarr fi red the three-time champions 
ahead at the Stade Bonal but Moussa Sao swift-
ly responded to level for hosts Sochaux.

Goalkeeper Christopher Dilo then saved 
spot-kicks from Doria and Aaron Leya Iseka 
in the shootout as Sochaux, the only non top-
fl ight team left in the competition, advanced to 
the quarter-fi nals. “We’re frustrated because 
we should have qualifi ed, but that’s the Cup for 
you,” said Marseille coach Rudi Garcia.

“We knew it would be tough playing away.
“Hats off to Sochaux. They pushed when we 

Everton stun Gunners 2-1 as
Leicester back into doldrums

Bournemouth’s Nathan Ake, left, vies for the ball with Leicester City’s Shinji Okazaki, right, during the English Premier League soccer 
match between Bournemouth and Leicester City, at the Vitality Stadium, in Bournemouth, England, Tuesday Dece. 13. (AP)

Thousands mark Sounders’ victory William’s ends Arsenal unbeaten run

LONDON, Dec 14, (AFP): Ashley 
Williams’s 86th-minute header 
ended Arsenal’s 14-game unbeaten 
run and kept Arsene Wenger’s side 
from the Premier League summit 
as Everton claimed a much-needed 
2-1 win on Tuesday.

Arsenal would have provisionally sup-
planted leaders Chelsea on goals scored with 
victory and took a 20th-minute lead when 
Alexis Sanchez’s free-kick defl ected in off 
Williams.

But Seamus Coleman equalised with a 44th-
minute header before Williams’s fi rst Everton 
goal ended his team’s fi ve-game winless run and 
sent Ronald Koeman’s men up to seventh in the 

table.
“We showed two faces,” Everton manager 

Koeman, who had defender Phil Jagielka sent off 
in stoppage time, told BT Sport.

“The fi rst face, I hate that face because it is all 
about being nervous. You cannot lose the game 
like that.

“This was a good match though because we 
showed how we have to play — with commit-
ment and aggression. You see the reaction of the 
crowd when you go for it and that’s what we did.”

Arsenal manager Wenger said the game had 
been “very physical”.

“We faced many physical challenges and that 
disturbed our game, but we were a bit unlucky to 
lose as well,” he said.

“They were a bit scared at fi rst, but they got 
their confi dence. We did fi ght, I cannot fault that.”

Meanwhile, champions Leicester City were 
brought down to earth after their 4-2 demolition 
of Manchester City as Marc Pugh’s goal earned 
Bournemouth a 1-0 win at the Vitality Stadium.

Arsenal made only one change from their 3-1 
win over Stoke City, fi t-again right-back Hector 
Bellerin replacing injured centre-back Shkodran 
Mustafi , and took a 20th-minute lead.

The goal stemmed from a comedy of errors on 
the edge of Everton’s box as Ross Barkley lost 
possession, Williams fouled his own team-mate 
Idrissa Gueye and Jagielka tripped Francis Coq-
uelin.

SEATTLE, Dec 14, (AP): Brian Schmetzer 
hopped off the trolley carrying the MLS 
champions along their celebration route, and 
joined fans carrying banners and following 
the procession.

Schmetzer grew up a fan of the original 
Seattle Sounders, played for the earlier in-
carnation of the Sounders and now as coach 
has led them to their fi rst MLS Cup cham-
pionship.

It felt only right to be with the fans.
“It’s just the way I am,” Schmetzer said. 

“I like being with the fans. I’m a fan, I was 
a fan for a long time. So it was just natural.”

Seattle feted the new MLS champions 
on Tuesday with a jubilant march through 
downtown Seattle, concluding with a rally at 
Seattle Center, just steps from where the fi rst 
incarnation of the Sounders debuted in 1974 
at Memorial Stadium as part of the NASL.

After eight years of regularly being re-
garded as the most successful expansion 
franchise in MLS history, the Sounders fi -
nally reached the pinnacle of the league by 
defeating Toronto 5-4 on penalty kicks last 
Saturday night in Canada.

Three days later, the scope of what the 
Sounders accomplished was driven home 
by the thousands of blue- and rave green-
clad fans that lined the streets. Fans chanted, 
clapped and showed appreciation for the club 
that brought the city just its fi fth champion-
ship in a major professional sport in the past 
half century, joining the Seahawks, two titles 
by the WNBA Seattle Storm and the Super-
Sonics.

“It was way more than I imagined. Our 
fans continue to surprise me,” Seattle’s Jor-
dan Morris said. “We couldn’t have done this 
without them this whole season. There were 
a lot of downs in a tough season and they 
stuck by us through it all and that ended with 
a championship.”

It was the second straight year the MLS 
champions were paraded through the streets 
of a Northwest city, with Seattle follow-
ing up on the title won a year ago by Cas-
cadia rival Portland. While Seattle has won 
four U.S. Open Cup titles and a Supporters’ 
Shield in its history, the Timbers took great 
joy in claiming an MLS Cup before their ri-
vals to the north.

Seattle Sounders fans crowd around a trolly bus carrying players and the championship 
trophy during a march celebrating the team’s MLS Cup Championship on Dec 13, in Seat-
tle. Seattle beat Toronto FC 5-4 in a penalty kick shootout Saturday to win their fi rst MLS 

championship. (AP)
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Hamilton fall

Leaders Celtic
11 points clear
GLASGOW, Dec 14, (AFP): Runaway leaders 
Celtic further extended their lead at the top of the 
Scottish Premiership with a 1-0 defeat of Hamil-
ton at Celtic Park on Tuesday.

A fi rst-half strike from Leigh Griffi ths was 
enough to claim Celtic’s 10th consecutive vic-
tory and condemn Hamilton to their fi rst defeat 
in six games.

The Hoops now hold an 11-point advantage 
over Rangers, having played two games less 
than their fi erce Glasgow rivals.

Aberdeen missed the chance to narrow the 
gap to second-place Rangers when their game 
against Motherwell at Pittodrie was abandoned 
due to fl oodlight failure.

Despite the victory, Celtic manager Brendan 
Rodgers thought his side had not been at their 
usual standard.

“I think throughout most of this season we’ve 
performed at a really high level, but some games 
we haven’t,” the former Liverpool manager said.

“Tonight was one of those games that we 

didn’t quite hit those heights, but we showed a 
great desire and persistence to keep going and 
we got the job done in the end.”

Hamilton manager Martin Canning thought 
his side had been excellent.

“I thought their work-rate was different class 
and they did what they were asked to do,” he 
said.

“It is a diffi cult place to come and it would’ve 
been nice to get something from it. But to come 
here and perform that way, I think the boys de-
serve some credit.”

Celtic had gone into the fi rst of three consecu-
tive home games on the back of three comfort-
able away wins where they had racked up nine 
goals.

Hamilton were well aware of the threat the 
Glasgow giants could pose, having been thrashed 
8-1 on their last visit to Celtic Park in January.

However, the visitors have shown themselves 
hard to beat this season following fi ve consecu-
tive draws, and proved disciplined in defence in 
the early stages.

Griffi ths had grabbed a hat-trick on Hamil-
ton’s last visit on his way to clocking up 40 goals 
last season, only to fi nd his opportunities more 
limited this season under Rodgers.

But a goal in his last run-out against Partick 
Thistle saw him keep his place in the starting 
line-up as he partnered the in-form Moussa 
Demble up front.

It was only the second time the pair had fea-
tured together from the start and the gamble paid 
off as they combined for the only goal in the 36th 
minute.

Australian international Tom Rogic threaded 
a through ball for Dembele to chase and the 
French forward squared to Griffi ths, who held 
off the challenge of Grant Gillespie to fi re into 
the empty net.

The Scotland international nearly had a sec-
ond before the break as he raced onto a ball in 
the box, only to arrow a shot narrowly wide from 
a tight angle.

SOCCER

Nation fi nally waking up to the most popular sport on planet

India inspired by Iceland in grassroots expansion
GENEVA, Dec 14, (RTRS): The size of the task 
facing Dutchman Piet Hubers when he agreed to 
help develop grassroots soccer in India quickly 
became apparent with one simple comparison.

Hubers discovered there are more full-sized 
pitches in his home town of Wijchen, which has 
a population of around 40,000, than in the whole 
of Mumbai, which has more than 20 million in-
habitants.

“That makes it very challenging,” he told 
Reuters in an interview held at the International 
Sports Convention in Geneva.

Iceland, who reached the quarter-fi nals of 
Euro 2016, are a good guide to what can be 
achieved.

“I use Iceland very much as an example,” 
said Hubers. “They invested a lot of money in 
facilities, in halls, in artifi cial pitches but also in 
coaches.

“It’s mandatory that every coach is qualifi ed 
otherwise you can’t even coach a youth team and 
that in my opinion is one of the basics of the suc-
cess of Icelandic football.”

Cricket-loving India is a sleeping giant as far 
as football is concerned.

The national side are 137th in the world rank-
ings and, on the only occasion they qualifi ed for 
the World Cup in 1950, pulled out without kick-

Brighton replace Newcastle at Champ’ship summit
LONDON, Dec 14, (AFP): Brighton and 
Hove Albion provisionally usurped Newcas-
tle United at the top of the second-tier Cham-
pionship courtesy of a 3-2 victory at Black-
burn Rovers on Tuesday.

Goals from Shane Duffy and Dale 
Stephens put Brighton 2-0 up after an hour 
at Ewood Park before Sam Gallagher halved 
the defi cit mid-way through the second half.

Rovers lost Gordon Greer to a red card 
with 16 minutes remaining before Glenn 
Murray restored Brighton’s two-goal advan-
tage, with Gallagher’s second goal arriving 
too late for Blackburn.

Chris Hughton’s side climbed two points 
above Rafael Benitez’s Newcastle, who must 
win at second-bottom Wigan Athletic on 
Wednesday to resume the lead.

Leeds United rose to fi fth thanks to a 2-0 

win over Jaap Stam’s third-place Reading at 
Elland Road, with Chris Wood and Souley-
mane Doukara, via a stoppage-time penalty, 
on the mark.

Sheffi eld Wednesday moved back in the 
play-off places following a 2-0 win over 
Yorkshire rivals Barnsley, who had Adam 
Hammill and manager Paul Heckingbottom 
dismissed in the latter stages.

An Angus MacDonald own goal and a 
Sam Hutchinson strike earned Wednesday 
victory.

Birmingham City are below Wednesday 
on goal difference after a 2-1 win over Ip-
swich Town, with Clayton Donaldson, from 
the penalty spot, and Michael Morrison on 
target.

Norwich City sit just below the top six 
after Nelson Oliveira’s goal secured a 1-0 

home win over Steve Bruce’s Aston Villa.
Huddersfi eld Town remain in the play-off 

places after a late header by Nahki Wells 
earned them a 1-0 success at Burton Albion, 
while Maxime Colin’s goal gave Brentford a 
1-0 win at Bristol City.

Meanwhile, Cardiff City came from be-
hind to beat Wolverhampton Wanderers 2-1 
and climb out of the relegation zone.

Matt Doherty put the visitors ahead after 
two minutes, but second-half goals in the 
68th and 86th minutes by Matt Connolly and 
Anthony Pilkington gave the Welsh side vic-
tory.

Fulham also produced a comeback to win 
2-1, Stefan Johansen and Floyd Ayite scor-
ing either side of half-time at Craven Cottage 
to see off bottom club Rotherham, who had 
gone ahead through Joe Newell.
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thursday— (all times are kuwait local)

08:45 crystal vs man united/soccer  ...  bein sports 3hd
10:00 fiorentina vs sassuolo/soccer  ... bein sports 4hd
11:45 hotspur vs hull  .......................  bein sports 4hd
12:15 lavante vs rayo/soccer  .............  bein sports 3hd
13:45 bordeaux vs nice/soccer  ..........  bein sports 6hd
15:00 celta vs sevilla/soccer  .............  bein sports 3hd
17:00 celtics vs spurs/basketball  ......  bein sports 1hd
20:00 sweden vs germany/handball  ...  bein sports 8hd

Gabon ready
to host CAN
LIBREVILLE, Dec 14, 
(AFP): Gabon insists it 
is ready to host the 
African Cup of Nations 
despite concern about 
the state of preparations 
amid political instabili-
ty just one month ahead 
of the opening ceremo-
ny.

The CAN is due to run 
from Jan 14 to Feb 5 next 
year but was thrown into 
doubt after violence 
broke out following 
President Ali Bongo’s 
controversial re-election 
in August.

Call for Africa’s show-
case football tournament 
to be moved to a different 
country were heard fol-
lowing rioting after the 
vote whose outcome is 
still contested.

Japan’s Antlers reach Club WCup final
Asian champions Jeonbuk Motors trash Sundowns 4-1 to claim 5th place

OSAKA, Japan, Dec 14, (Agencies): 
Japan’s Kashima Antlers shocked 
South American champions 
Atletico Nacional 3-0 on Wednesday 
to reach the Club World Cup final, 
helped by a controversial first-ever 
penalty awarded by video referee.

Nacional’s players reacted furiously 
after Hungarian referee Viktor Kassai 
referred to the new technology in Osaka 
following complaints from the Kashima 
bench protesting that Daigo Nishi had 
been tripped on the half hour mark.

Shoma Doi made history by converting 
the penalty before Yasushi Endo added a 
cheeky back-heeled goal and substitute 
Yuma Suzuki completed the rout late on, 
Suzuki striking a Cristiano Ronaldo-style 
pose in celebration.

The Antlers, who become the Japanese team 
to reach the final, face either Ronaldo’s Real 
Madrid or, in the event of a seismic shock, 
Mexico’s Club America for the title of the 
world’s best team on Sunday. Those two sides 
meet in Yokohama on Thursday.

Video technology is being trialed in FIFA 
competitions for the first time at the Club 
World Cup in Japan.

The system involves assistant referees moni-
toring television screens and relaying informa-
tion on so-called “match-changing decisions” 
to the match officials during the game.

Kashima were fortunate not to be at least 
three goals down before the penalty incident, 
Nacional forward Jhon Mosquera going closest 
for the Colombians with a ferocious volley 
which rattled the crossbar.

Antlers goalkeeper Hitoshi Sogahata was 
forced to make several sharp saves before 
Mosquera smashed another shot against the bar 

just before halftime as the Libertadores Cup 
holders went in search of the equaliser.

Earlier, South Korea’s Jeonbuk Motors 
thrashed South African side Mamelodi 
Sundowns 4-1 to win the fifth-placed playoff.

Meanwhile, Asian champion Jeonbuk 
Motors thrashed African side Mamelodi 
Sundowns 4-1 to claim fifth place in the Club 

World Cup on Wednesday.
Kim Bo-kyung scored his second goal of the 

tournament in the first half and Lee Jong-ho, 
playing in his last game for Jeonbuk, doubled 
the advantage 10 minutes later.

Jeonbuk went into the break 3-0 ahead when 
Jang Yun-ho’s low cross was turned into the 
net by Sundowns defender Ricardo Nascimento.

Sundowns pulled one back three minutes 
into the second half when Percy Tau found the 
top corner with a left-footed strike, and Kim 
Shin-wook’s header off a corner kick at the end 
sealed the win.

Before the match, Lee and teammates Kim 
Chang-soo and Choi Kyu-baek were traded to 
Ulsan Hyundai.

‘Always motivated’

Ronaldo a rare
breed: Zidane
YOKOHAMA, Japan, Dec 14, (AFP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo is itching to prove 
just why he deserved the Ballon d’Or 
by leading Real Madrid to another 
Club World Cup title, Zinedine Zidane 
said Wednesday.

The Portuguese 
superstar, voted 
the world’s best 
player for a fourth 
time earlier this 
week, will lead 
Real’s charge in 
Japan, where the 
European champi-
ons face Mexico’s 
Club America in 
Thursday’s semi-
final.

“Cristiano is hugely motivated for 
this game — as always,” Real coach 
Zidane told reporters in Yokohama.

“He would be motivated even if it 
were a friendly, that’s just the sort of 
player he is.

“Obviously we have many great 
players at Real Madrid but it’s very 
rare one player wins so many awards,” 
added the Frenchman, whose side are 
chasing their second world title in 
three years this week.

“To win four Ballon d’Ors is a fabu-
lous achievement and it’s not an easy 
thing to do. What he’s doing is abso-
lutely incredible — maybe he deserves 
a fifth one too!”

Ronaldo

Kashima Antlers’ Mu Kanazaki (left), and Atletico Nacional’s Mateus Uribe (right), battle for the ball during their match at the FIFA Club 
World Cup soccer tournament in Suita, west Japan on Dec 14. (AP)

Pora, Yama shine in 1st Suzuki final

Indonesia crush Thailand 2-1
JAKARTA, Dec 14, (AFP): 
Indonesia’s dream of winning the 
AFF Suzuki championship is just a 
step away, after the nation defeated 
defending champions Thailand 2-1 
Wednesday in Bogor, Indonesia.

Playing in the first leg of the final 
at Pakansari Stadium, Thailand’s 
Teerasil Dangda managed to secure 
the first goal of the match in minute 
33.

Thailand soon led the game with 
players who seemed to dominate,but 

Indonesia didn’t give up their hopes 
of winning the title for the first time.

Cheered on by around 30,000 
supporters, the home team fought 
hard to win the match.

Indonesia’s Rizky Pora secured a 
goal in minute 66, earning a huge 
cheer from the crowd.

Less than five minutes later, 
Hansamu Yama struck another goal 
for Indonesia, the home side now 
leading the game 2-1.

The match was the fifth time 
Indonesia has made it to the final in 
the championship, but it has never 
yet won the title.

Indonesia’s success in the first leg 
comes as a surprise, as it entered the 
tournament without having played 
any competitive matches since the 

last AFF Suzuki Cup in 2014.
The country had previously suf-

fered under a one-year ban from 
international events imposed by 
world soccer body FIFA.

The AFF Suzuki Cup is the first 
international tournament for 
Indonesia after the ban was lifted in 
May. The second leg of the final 
will be played on Saturday in 
Thailand, which has won the AFF 
Suzuki Cup four times.

Torneos to pay
$112m penalty
NEW YORK, Dec 14, (RTRS): US 
prosecutors on Tuesday announced an 
agreement allowing Argentine sports 
media Torneos y Competencias SA to 
pay about $112.8 million to settle 
charges stemming from a sweeping 
bribery probe targeting FIFA, soccer’s 
world governing body.

The deferred prosecution agreement 
with Torneos, whose former chief 
executive pleaded guilty last year to 
engaging in schemes to bribe soccer 
officials, was approved by US District 
Judge Pamela Chen at a hearing in 
federal court in Brooklyn.

Under the deal, Torneos agreed to 
forfeit $89 million and pay a $23.76 
million penalty. Prosecutors charged it 
with one count of wire fraud conspira-
cy, which will be dropped if it abides by 
the agreement’s terms for four years.

Outside of court, Ignacio Galarza, 
the company’s general manager, said 
he welcomed the agreement, which is 
the first with a company in the FIFA 
corruption probe.

“Today is a great day for us as we 
start to leave this investigation 
behind,” Galarza told reporters.

In a statement, Brooklyn US 
Attorney Robert Capers said the com-
pany cooperated and is “being given a 
chance to change the way the business 
of soccer is done in the future.”

Indonesia’s Bayu Pradana 
Andriatmoko (front), is tackled by 
Thailand’s Threerathon Bunmathan 
during the AFF Suzuki Cup final 
football match between Indonesia 
and Thailand at Pakansari Stadium 
in Cibinong, West Java on Dec 14. 

(AFP)
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