
 

5, 000 SERVICES 

1997 

1999 

2005 

2004 

2006 

1994 – A road trip to 
Portugal 
For EASPD, 
everything started 
with a road trip of 5 
people, a 2,500 km, 
30 hour, all day, all 
night drive from 
northern Europe to 
attend a conference 
on the transition 
from education to 
employment for 
persons with 
disabilities in 
Portugal. Having only 
just recovered from 
the 30 hour drive– 
the various 
delegations began 
to talk about creating 
a European platform, 
which would help to 
structure our sector 
at European level. 

1995 – First 
meeting with the 
European 
Commission 
A small delegation 
meets a top 
representative of 
the EC who 
recommended the 
sector to “get 
organised” 

In 1995, Austria, 
Finland and 

Sweden join the EU  

The Founders  
- Roger Acton 
- Stefan Allgauer 
- Frank Cuyt 
- Marie-Claire Rens 
- Jos Sterckx 
- Brendan Sutton 
- Jef Van Valckenborgh 
- Martin Vanden Hende 
- Hans visser 
- Luk Zelderloo 

1996 

The 3rd December 1996, European 
Commissioner of Employment and 

Social Affairs, Pádraig Flynn, officially 
launches EASPD in the presence of 

the acting President of the European 
Disability Forum, Johan Weisman 

1999 – 2005 
Luk Zelderloo,  of 
Tau—groep in 
Belgium becomes 
the third EASPD 
President 2005 – 2008—Brian 

O’Donnell, CEO of 
the National 
Federation of 
Voluntary Bodies 
from Ireland 
becomes the fourth 
EASPD President 

In the follow up to the European Year of People 
with Disabilities, the European Commission starts 

to work on a European Disability Strategy and sets 
up the Disability Advisory Committee that 

becomes  in 2004 the Disability High Level Group 

EASPD conference 
on 5th and 6th October 
2000 in Cyprus entitled 
“People” - Your Best 
Asset ! Developing 
partnerships in 
attracting, training & 
retraining staff 

In 2002 EASPD organises in Brussels the conference 
“How to achieve successful Employment of people 
with intellectual disabilities” and the conference 
“Disability, government and citizenship-how to 
achieve good governance and inclusion”. 

START 

In 2001, EASPD 
becomes member of 

the platform of 
European NGOs Social 

Platform and ECAS 
(Euro Citizen Advice 
Service) and signs  

cooperation 
agreements with 

IASSID and Inclusion 
Europe 

2001 

In 2001, the 
first EASPD 

big EU-funded 
project is 
approved by the 
Commission: 
LABOr (European 
knowledge centre 
on training and 
employment  of 
people with 
learning 
disabilities. 

MOVING FROM 
LENNIK TO BRUSSELS 
In 2001, EASPD 
headquarters  change. 
The opening  of the 
new office in 63 
Avenue d’Auderghem 
is the 14th December. 

The European 
Commission creates 

the Disability 
Advisory Committee 
in 2002 to prepare 

the work for the 
European Year of 

People with 
Disabilities  

 
In 2003, EASPD 

formally sets up the 
Standing 

Committees on 
Employment and 

Enlargement  

EASPD conference 
in Verona 
“Looking to a 
positive future. 
The best quality of 
life for ageing 
people with 
intellectual 
disabilities” 
organised in 
October 2001 

In 2004, EASPD 
formally 

establishes the 
Standing Committee 
on Education and 
the Policy Impact 

2006—2015, the 
Council of Europe 
launches the 
Disability Action 
Plan and EASPD 
contributes to it by 
creating the Plan in 
Easy to Read.  

EASPD conference 
in Brussels 
“Europe, a place 
to live” organised 
from 29 
November to 1 
December 2003  

In 2004, biggest 
enlargement of the EU  
The new EU members: 
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, 
Slovakia, and Slovenia. 

In 2006, EASPD celebrates 
its 10th  anniversary in 
Brussels town hall in  
the Grand Place 

June 2002—meeting the 
President of the European 
Parliament, Pat Cox from 
Ireland. 

In 2005, 
EASPD has 

regular contact with 
the Disability 

Intergroup of the 
European 

Parliament 

EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT 
ELECTIONS 
(1999) - EU 15 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
ELECTIONS (2004) - EU 25 

2002 In 2004,  
the European 
Economic and  
Social Committee set 
up the Liaison Group 
to cooperate with  
civil society 
organisations 

1997 – 1999 Roger 
Acton, Director of 
Disability 
Federation Ireland 
becomes the 
second EASPD 
President 

EASPD organises its first 
conference in Dublin, (Ireland) 
on 29th September 1999: 
“Partnership—the key to quality 
services”. Mary McAleese, 
President of Ireland, opens the 
conference: “The real measure of 
the success of society is how far we 
go to make it truly inclusive, to 
provide a place for everyone to 

acquire confidence and 
to blossom, and to give 
people with disabilities 
the opportunities to 
make their own 
contribution”. 

2000 

1996 – 1997 Marie-Claire 
Rens, of  F.I.S.S.A.A.J in 
Belgium, is the first EASPD 
President 

5 SERVICES 



2007 

2016 
2008 – 2016 Franz Wolfmayr, President of 
Steierische Behindertenhilfe Dachverband 
from Austria becomes the fifth 
EASPD President 

conference in 
Sofia, Bulgaria, 
May 2007: “Across 
Borders, Cultures, 
Approaches” 

In 2007 Romania 
and Bulgaria join 
the European 
Union 

conference 
in Lisbon, 
Portugal, 
on November 

2007: “Walking with 
families” on the need 
to develop 
personalised services 
together with 
families.  

OVER 12, 000 SERVICES 

conference in Berlin, Germany, 
November 2008: “A Europe without 
Values – a valueless Europe? 

The Importance of Values, 
Religion and Faith in the work 
with people with disabilities” 

2008 

 
In 2008, EASPD and its 
partners organise an 

international conference in 
Vienna to present two 

important projects: “Quality 
of Life” and “European Care 

Certificate” 

conference in Rome, 
February 2008, “Bringing  
the UN Convention home  
to Europe” on the EU and 
national legal 
frameworks to implement 
the convention and the 
Council of Europe 
Disability Action Plan. 

conference 
in Dublin, 
November 

2009, “Salamanca-15 Years 
on inclusion-A school for 
all”. EASPD launches the 
Manifesto on Inclusive 
Education and the project 
“Pathways  
to Inclusion”. 

EASPD THESSALONIKI 
DECLARATION 
The declaration  is the 
result of the conference 
“Bringing people to 
work” organised in 
Greece (June 2009). 

The 22 January 2011 
The UN Convention 

enters into force for 
the European Union. 

The European 
Commission launches 

the European Disability 
Strategy 2010-2020. 

The United Nations General Assembly adopts the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
on 13 December 2006, opens for signature on 30 
March 2007 and enters into force on 3 May 2008. 

A Global Financial Crisis 2007-2009 
hits Europe affecting the entire EU. 

The General Assembly approves EASPD 
multiannual strategy 2009-2013: “Information, 

Innovation, Impact”. EASPD sets up the 
Interest Groups on workforce Development, 

Mental Health (2006) and ICT. 

EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT 
ELECTIONS 
(2009) - EU 27 

In 2009, Vladimir Špidla 
EU Commissioner for 

Employment, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities officially sets 

up the Expert Group on the 
Transition from Institutional to 
Community -based Care. EASPD 

and several European NGOs 
become part of this group. In 

September they present a report 
on  

2010 

2009 

conference in Skopje 
(fyrom), October 2010, 
“Towards community-
living: current realities 
& future challenges” 

In 2010, EASPD 
formally sets up the 
Interest Group on 

Independent Living  

In December 2011, EASPD together with 
Eurodiaconia, Workability Europe, EPR, Solidar, 
FEANTSA, CEDAG, Caritas (joins later) and Red 
Cross (joins later) launch Social Services Europe. 

conference 
in Linz 
(Autria), 30 
june to 1 july 2011, “Old, 
so what?! Independent 
living for seniors 
with disabilities” 

conference in Ljubljana, (Slovenia), 
May 2012, “Me and Me, Mental 
Health and Intellectual Disabilities: 

Dual Diagnosis” 

2012 

First meeting 
in Paris of the 
PUSH 
EUROPE 
NETWORK 
on housing. 

conference in Budapest, 
(Hungary), September 2012, 
“Pathways to inclusion. 
Launching of  
the Budapest Manifesto  
on inclusive learning. 

2012 European Year for Active Ageing. 
EASPD Policy seminar in Brussels “You 
cared for me, I care for you: solidarity 
between generations and abilities”. 

2013-EASPD is accredited as 
NGO to the Conference of States 

Parties to the UN Convention 

2013 EASPD Annual 
conference in 
Thessaloniki (Greece) 
on Volunteering in the 
disability sector and a 
second conference in 
Istanbul on 
Employment. The 
Institute for Social 
Services of Austria wins 
the Employment for All” 
award. 

2012—, Publication of the booklet 
“User’s involvement in social services 

2013—, Publication of the Roadmap 
on Deinstitutionalisation 

2013/2014—EASPD 
presents a new Website 

and creates its first 
Communication and 

social media Strategy 

In 2014, EASPD establishes the 
Interest Group on Early Intervention 

and IG on Arts & Culture. In 2015 EASPD 
becomes member of EDF, signs a 
cooperation agreement with Zero Project 

conference in Siegen, (Germany), 
March 2014, “Planning inclusive 

communities”. Official 
launch of the 
multiannual strategy 
“REACHING OUT”. 

2013 

conference in Oslo, 
(Norway), 
October 2014,  
“A house for all”  

TO BE CONTINUED... 

International 
Day of Persons 
with Disabilities 
3rd December 
2014 -EASPD 
Speed dating in 
the European 
Parliament  

In 2015 the United 
Nations assesses the 
compliance of EU 

policies with the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
EASPD contributes to that process. 

conference in Zadar, 
Croatia, May 2015, on 
employment. 
Presentation of the 
Employment 

Declaration and ceremony of the 
“Employment for All” awards. 

conference in Salzburg, (Austria), 
October 2015, on inclusive education. 
Drafting the EASPD education declaration. 

2014 
EP ELECTIONS 
(2014) - EU 28 

10, 000 SERVICES 

conference in Chisinau, 
Moldova, April 2016, on 
early intervention services. 

conference in Helsinki (Finland), June 
2010, “What about me? Including the 
most excluded” on improving the quality 
of  life of people with profound 
disabilities. 

In 2016 EASPD headquarters 
change. We move from 
Avenue d’auderghem to 
handelsstraat in Brussels. 

2015 

2011 


