
AUB’s Contribution to the United Nations
GALA DINNER 2013



Charles Malik at the San Francisco Conference, 1945San Francisco Conference, 1945



1

”More world leaders have been educated at the American University of Beirut than any other institution I can think 
of—even Harvard. There were more graduates of the American University of Beirut at the establishment of the United 
Nations than from any other institution” (US Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,  AUB Bulletin, February 1996, p. 43). 

This statement, coming from a Harvard graduate no less, prompted the Administrative Board of the President’s Club to 
research the contribution of the 19 AUB graduates and former students who participated in the United Nations Char-
ter Conference held in San Francisco in 1945. While our stated mission is to improve student welfare on campus, we 
thought that it would be only fair to highlight the pioneering role AUB students have played all along, not only at the 
national and regional levels, but at the international level as well. 

The task was quite arduous and could not have been completed without the support of various organizations and indi-
viduals. The President’s Club would like to thank Nawaf Salam, Lebanon’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations in New York, for giving us access to documents, speeches, and pictures available in the United Na-
tions archives. Special thanks go to Philip Khoury, Chair of the AUB Board of Trustees, Faysal Al Kudsi, Malek Mahmas-
sani, Khaled Saab, Maha Abdul Jabbar Ajlani, and Hilda Khoury Tohme for all the valuable documents and memorabilia 
related to their parents or relatives.

The project was carried out in cooperation with AUB’s Jafet Library. The President’s Club would like to express its deep 
gratitude to Lokman Meho, University Librarian, for his personal participation in our research efforts; to Kaoukab 
Chebaro, Head of the Archives and Special Collections Department, who put at our disposal all the information and 
facilities available in her department; and to Sara Jawad, web and graphic designer for the booklet design. Had it not 
been for the thoroughness, efficiency, and dedication of Samar Mikati, Archives Librarian, and the Archives staff, the 
project would not have materialized.

Last but not least, the President’s Club would like to express its sincere appreciation to Jean-Marie Cook for editing the 
booklet, to Cornelia Krafft for her creative and artistic contribution, and to Christian Moussa for the graphic and exhibi-
tion design.

Mona Chemali Khalaf
Chair
AUB President’s Club

A Note from the President’s Club
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A scarf that was distributed to the participants of the San Francisco Conference,1945
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Far, far above the waters
Of the deep blue sea,

Lies the Campus of the College,
Where we love to be.

Far away, behold Kanisah!
Far beyond, Sannin!

Rising hoary to the heavens,
Clad in glorious sheen.

Chorus:
Look before us!

Shout the chorus!
See the banner wave.

AUB in thee we glory:
Make us true and brave.

From Iraq or from Arabia
From the banks so green

Of the great Egyptian river,
Or from Palestine;

From the waters of Abana
Lebanon serene.

We salute thee, Alma Mater!
Oriental Queen.

Hail to thee, our Alma Mater
We would ever be

Worthy children. Make us faithful,
Faithful e’er to thee!

Whereso’er the land that calls us,
E’en across the sea,

We’ll salute thee, Alma Mater, Hail! O Hail! To thee.

Alma Mater
A scarf that was distributed to the participants of the San Francisco Conference,1945
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Setting up the seats before the Conference



5

Daniel Bliss
1866-1902

Howard S. Bliss
1902-1920

Bayard Dodge
1923-1948

Stephen Penrose
1948-1954

Paul Leonard
1957-1961

Norman Burns
1961-1965

Samuel Kirkwood
1965-1976

Harold E. Hoelsher
1977-1981

Malcom Kerr
1982-1984

Calvin Plimpton
1984-1987

Frederic Herter
1987-1993

Robert Haddad
1993-1996

David S. Dodge
1996-1997

John Waterbury
1998-2008

Peter Doorman
2008-Present

AUB Presidents
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A close view of the original copy of the Charter of the United Nations which is kept in the 
United States National Archives in Washington, D.C.
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United Nations Charter, signed pages
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Iran - Mostapha Adly signing the Charter 
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Office of Student Affairs – President’s Club
Dear Friends,

It is wonderful to be involved and to work with the President’s Club. On behalf of thousands of AUB students I 
extend to the President’s Club heartfelt gratitude and appreciation. They are direct beneficiaries of your generosity 
and commitment to improving their lives. 

AUB invests heavily in improving the quality of life for its students and towards enriching extra-curricular activi-
ties. However student life also relies on the support of friends of the University. Every donation helps and goes a 
long way in making the day to day life of AUB students not only more comfortable but also in enriching the student 
experience.

In the course of time donations have contributed to major improvements in student housing, the PSPA study and 
research areas, the Music Club as well as many other areas of interest to students. Most recently, the President’s 
Club approved the funding for the purchase of high quality sports equipment for the Charles Hostler Student 
Center fitness room expansion. This substantial contribution will have many benefits for all students who use the 
center and including those who feel less confident about using a busy gym.

This donation is in addition to some major projects in recent years that I’d like to list including: student housing, 
by providing computers, washing machines and furniture; refurbishing Mary Dodge Hall so that it offers a reading 
room and an activity room; music room, by funding the soundproofing of the practice room in West Hall; smart 
rooms that are fully equipped electronically to enable interactive and modern learning facilities in the classrooms; 
room for the visually impaired that goes at least some way to diminish the disadvantage of those visually impaired 
when it comes to reading materials and resources. These are but a few projects that have made a huge difference.  

All members of the Executive Committee have been a pleasure to work with and I’d like to say a special thank you 
to Dr Mona Khalaf, who has proven to be an outstanding leader. Her enthusiasm and energy are inspiring. Her 
insistence on doing things for the right reasons and in the right way best sums up her character. Mona, you are an 
outstanding model for AUBites! 

A big thank you is also due to Mrs. Salma Oueida, Director of Development, who has been for many years a fantas-
tic source of coordination and support of the President’s Club. She is truly dedicated to ensuring that the inspiring 
mission is implemented. 

Enjoy the evening and on behalf of AUB students I look forward to your continued support.

Talal Nizameddin
Dean of Student Affairs
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San Francisco Momento
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This is San Francisco
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Lebanon - Charles Malik during the 1945 San Francisco Conference
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The Administrative Board
Peter F. Dorman (Honorary President)
Nada Abu-Shakra
Helene Badaro
Laila Baroody
Nadine Begdache
Sonia Chekerdjian
Randa Assaf Halabi
Eugenie Hosri
Kulthum Salaam Al-Husseini
Leila Khalaf
Mona Chemali Khalaf (Chair)
Ibrahim Khoury
Leila Khoury Tabet
Salwa Khoury
Munthir Kuzayli
Talal Nizameddine, Ex-Officio
Abla Lahoud

Lebanon - Charles Malik during the 1945 San Francisco Conference

Mimi Makari
May Makhzoumi
Nayla Nassar
Lamia Osseiran
Salma Oueida, Ex-Officio
Leila Sabbah
Nuha Salti
Jihad Shawwaf
Hoda Siniora
Dolly Talhame
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A pictorial record of the delegates to the United Nations Conference (1)
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A pictorial record of the delegates to the United Nations Conference (1) A pictorial record of the delegates to the United Nations Conference (2)
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AUB Delegates

Iran  
Ghassem Ghani (M.D. 1919)

Iraq  
Abdul Jabbar Chalabi (F.S.* 1926) 
Abdul Majid Abbas (F.S. 1934)
Darwish Al-Haidari (F.S. 1927)
Fadhel Jamali (B.A. 1927)
Hashim Jawad (B.A. 1932)
Majid Khaddouri (B.A. 1932)
Mohammad Ibrahim Adham (F.S. 1939)
Salih Mahdi Haidar (F.S. 1933)

Lebanon
Angela Jurdak Khoury (B.A. 1937, M.A. 1938)
Charles Habib Malik (B.A. 1927)
Sobhi Mahmassani (F.S. 1924)

Saudi Arabia
Ahmad Abdul Jabbar (B.A. 1943)

Syria
Fares Al-Khouri (B.A. 1897)
Farid Zeineddine (B.A. 1925)
Naim Al-Antaki (F.A. 1924)
Nazem Al-Koudsi (F.S. 1920)
Raja F. Hawrani (F.S. 1925)
Toufik Huneidi (F.S. 1940)

* F.S means former student.
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Iranian Delegation - Dr. Ghassem Ghani seated third to the left

Ghassem Ghani (1893-1952)
Unlike many early physicians, Iranian Ghassem Ghani was also renowned as a diplomat, a politician, and a 
man of letters. He received his MD in 1919 from the Syrian Protestant College - the name of the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) until 1920.

He practiced medicine in his birthplace, Salizavar, where he also opened a hospital. In 1923 and again in 1926 
he went to Paris where he engaged in specialized medical training, but in 1928 he was back in Iran practicing 
medicine in Salizavar, and later in Mashad and Tehran, where he taught in the Faculty of Medicine and the 
Faculty of Theology.  
 
Ghani’s political and diplomatic career began in 1935, when he started a seven year stint as a member of 
Parliament for Mashad. He later served as Special Minister to Egypt and briefly in the 1940s as Minister of 
Health and Minister of Education. Following his membership in the Iranian delegation to the 1945 San Fran-
cisco United Nations Conference he was Iran’s Ambassador to Egypt (1947) and then to Turkey (1948). Dis-
appointed at not being designated Ambassador to the United States, he left his post in Turkey and assumed 
self-imposed exile in the United States, where he died in 1952.

Iran



19

But perhaps Ghani’s greatest legacy was as a writer and scholar. 
Throughout his medical and diplomatic career, he pursued a scholarly 
literary vocation, making close friends with writers, musicians, paint-
ers, and scholars, with whom he regularly corresponded and some-
times collaborated. Among these were the Iranian scholar Mohammad 
Qazvini, the musician Ali-Naqi Waziri, and the painter Mohammad 
Gaffari. 

Ghani, a prolific writer, is said to have introduced the French writer 
Anatole France to Iran with translations into Persian of three of his 
novels. Ghani wrote on the life and works of Avicenna and “topics as di-
verse as the virtues of eugenics, the history of medicine in Islamic soci-
eties and the philosophical foundations of Sufism.” He was a known 
student of the classical Iranian poet Hafez Shirazi and collaborated 
with Mohammad Qazvini in a “well-known critical edition of Hafez in 
1941, reprinted many times and regarded by many scholars as a major 
landmark in the history of editing classical Persian texts.” Ghasem Ghani

Throughout his life Ghani kept copious notes and diaries of specific incidents and events in his life. These dia-
ries, along with his notes and letters, compiled and edited by his son, Cyrus Ghani, were published in 12 volumes 
(1980-84) in Persian. In 2005 a one-volume edition edited by Cyrus Ghani and translated into English by Paul 
Sprachman, appeared as A Man of Many Worlds: The Diaries and Memoirs of Dr. Ghassan Ghani.

Although the anecdotal nature of many of the recorded incidents and events are of uneven merit, the reminiscences 
have often been applauded as providing an unparalleled insight into the culture and civilization of Iran in the first 
half of the 20th century. 
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San Francisco Conference - Hashim Jawad seated second on the right

Abdul Jabbar Chalabi (1906-N.A.)
Abdul Jabbar Chalabi was briefly a student at the American University of Beirut in 1926 before studying 
Agriculture at the University of California, where he received a BS in science in 1929. He earned a degree in 
education from Columbia Teachers’ College and then returned to Iraq where he lectured at the State Ag-
ricultural College in 1929 and was Agricultural District Officer (1931-1932), then headmaster of the Najaf 
Secondary School from 1932 to 1934. Much involved in education, he held various posts in the ministry—
Director General of Primary Education, Acting Associate Director General in 1943, and Chief Inspector in 
1946. He was a member of delegations to various conferences, including the Cultural Exchange Conference 
in Egypt and in 1945 the United Nations Charter Conference in San Francisco and the Cultural Conference 
of the United Nations in London. Leaving education he served as Minister of Supply, Director General of the 
Ministry of Communications and Public Works (1946-52), and Minister of Agriculture in 1952. He was dis-
missed from the Development Board after the revolution in 1958, and then went into business. Arrested in 
1974, he was sentenced to one year in prison, but was soon released. 

Iraq
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Iraqi Delegation

Abdul Majid Abbas (1910-N.A.)
Abdul Majid Abbas was born in Iraq in Qala’t Sikkar on the Gharraf in 1910. He was educated in Safad, 
Palestine, and later in Lebanon at Brummana High School and the American University of Beirut (AUB). 
Aided by various scholarships from the government of Iraq he studied economics at the University of 
Chicago from 1934 to 1939. Back in Iraq he was professor at the Baghdad Law College from 1940 to 1949. 
In 1947 he had become deputy for Amara and for Muntafiq in 1948 (and again in 1953 and 1954). He joined 
Nuri Pasha’s Constitutional Union Party in 1949 and edited the party newspaper for some time. Having 
represented his country as an Assistant Delegate at the 1945 United Nations San Francisco Conference, 
he was part of the Iraqi delegation to the Asian-African Conference in Bandung in 1955, and in 1958 he 
was named Permanent Delegate of the Arab Union to the United Nations. He became Minister of Com-
munications and Works in both cabinets of Jamali. In 1954 he was Minister of Agriculture and that same 
year he served briefly as a member of the Board of the Government Oil Refineries Administration, but 
shortly after the revolution that summer, he was dismissed.

Iraq
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San Francisco Conference - Hashim Jawad seated second on the right

Darwish Al-Haidari (1907-N.A.)
Darwish al-Haidari was another of the Iraqis of his generation trained in agriculture. Born in Bagh-
dad in 1907, he was a student at the American University of Beirut in 1927 and later at the University 
of Texas, where he concentrated in agriculture and from where later, in 1956, he received an honorary 
degree. Benefiting from his training in agriculture, he directed experimental farms, in 1933 at Rustam-
iya and in 1940 at Abu Ghuraib. In 1942 he became Director of Grain in the Local Products Directorate 
of the Ministry of the Interior. He attended the Hot Springs Food Conference as a member of the Iraqi 
delegation in 1943, and was an Assistant Delegate at the United Nations San Francisco Conference in 
1945. From 1946 to 1954 he attended many other international conferences as Director General of Agri-
culture. He was Director General of the Fourth Technical Section of the Ministry of Development (1954-
56) and Director General of the Date Association in 1956. He also served as the Iraqi representative to 
the Committee of Economic Experts of the Baghdad Pact (1955-59).

Iraq
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Iraqi Delegation

Hashim Jawad (1911-1969)
Hashim Jawad was born in Iraq in 1911 and educated at the American University of Beirut (AUB), where he 
earned a BA, in 1925, and at London University, from where he received a degree in economics in 1936. That 
same year he was appointed Assistant Secretary to the Council of Ministers and was sent as a member of the 
Iraqi Foreign Service to represent Iraq at the International Labor Organization in Geneva. When he returned to 
Iraq in 1941 he became the first Acting Director General of Labor in the Ministry of Social Affairs and served 
as the secretary of a committee to organize post-war affairs in Iraq. In his capacity as Director General of 
Labor, he took part in the settlement of the Iraq Petroleum Company strike in Kirkuk in 1946. Later that same 
year he was removed from the post by Arshad al Umari, who considered him as too close to Russian com-
munism. From 1947 to 1956 he was employed in the International Labor Organization. He was appointed as 
Iraq’s Permanent Delegate to the United Nations in 1956, but it has been suggested that he was prevented 
from attending Security Council meetings because he showed himself too ready to cooperate with Russia. In 
1958 he was appointed General Manager of the Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the first Foreign 
Minister following the revolution of July 14, 1958. But he was arrested after the movement of February 8, 
1963. Later released, he became a United Nations representative in Burma and then in Beirut. In 1969 he was 
assassinated by his driver in Beirut. 

Iraq

Hashim Jawad at the San Francisco Conference, 1945
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Mohammad Fadhel Jamali signing the Charter

Iraqi Mohammad Fadhel Jamali, who earned his BA from the American University of Beirut (AUB) in 
1927, was throughout his life as a politician deeply involved in issues of education and was also a com-
mitted supporter of Arab federation. He was a member of six Iraqi cabinets between 1946 and 1953 
and served as Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of the Interior, and Prime Minister. 

Jamali was born in Iraq in 1903 when the country was under the domination of the Ottoman Empire. He 
first thought of becoming a teacher and enrolled in Baghdad’s Elementary Teachers’ Training College, 
graduating in 1920, first in his class.  

He attended AUB on a scholarship and while in Beirut was President of the nationalist society, Al Urwat 
al Wuthka. Back in Baghdad at the Higher Teachers’ Training College he began his support of educa-
tion for women and won a grant to study at Columbia University, where he earned his MA degree from 
Teachers’ College in 1930. The topic of his PhD thesis, bedouin education, reflects his deep commit-
ment to problems of education in the Arab world. 

Mohammad Fadhel  Jamali (1903-N.A.)

Iraq
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Serving in Iraq’s Department of Education for ten years, Jamali lectured and wrote about education. 
Papers on education appeared, in 1935, “Whither Education in the Arab World,” and in 1938, “Education-
al Trends in Germany, England, and France.” In the course of his lifetime he wrote several books and 
articles in Arabic and in English. 

In 1946 he was a delegate at the first General Assembly, and, as President of the Arab League, 
spoke frequently at the United Nations against the partition of Palestine. When the partition was 
approved by the General Assembly in 1947, he was among members of the six Arab delegations 
who walked out. In 1949 and 1950 he was Iraq’s Permanent Delegate to the United Nations, 
speaking frequently in defense of Arabs in Palestine and in support of Arab countries through-
out the Middle East and North Africa.

Speaking of his experience at AUB, Mohammad Jamali once said, “It changed my thinking from 
regionalism to internationalism,” and “It crystallized my faith in Arab nationalism.” 

Mohammad Fadhel  Jamali (1903-N.A.)
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Majid Khadduri’s obituary

Majid Khadduri (1908-2007)
Majid Khadduri taught at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) for more than 
three decades. Fouad Ajami, who succeeded Khadduri as director of the Middle East Studies Program 
at SAIS, called him“one of the pioneers of Middle Eastern Studies in the United States,” and “pioneer” 
he was, bringing study of the Arab world, particularly Islamic law and jurisprudence, to several Ameri-
can universities for the first time.

A native of Iraq, Khadduri received a BA in history from the American University of Beirut (AUB) in 
1932 and later his PhD from the University of Chicago in 1938. He then returned to Iraq and taught 
at the Higher Teachers’ College in Baghdad. After serving as a member of the Iraqi delegation to the 
United Nations Founding Conference in San Francisco, he later returned again to the United States in 
1947 to teach at the universities of Indiana and Chicago. Offering some of the first courses in Islamic 
law ever taught in the United States, he joined SAIS in 1949, where he remained until his retirement in 
1980, when he became Professor Emeritus. 

Iraq
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Majid Khadduri’s obituary

Over his lifetime Khadduri wrote many articles and more than 35 books in both English and Arabic. He 
was a true pioneer in his field, and many of his books remain standard works in the study of “Islamic 
jurisprudence, Arab personalities, and the politics of Iraq, Libya, Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia.” Khad-
duri founded the al-Shaybani Society of International Law, an organization designed to bring together 
scholars interested in understanding legal issues of the Muslim world.

Khadduri was visiting professor at several universities including Columbia, Harvard, Virginia, and 
Georgetown. He received numerous honors and awards, including the Egyptian Order of Merit, First 
Class in 1979, membership in the Egyptian Academy, the Order of Rafidain from Iraq, and the Ameri-
can-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001.

Majid Khadduri (1908-2007)
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Mohammad Ibrahim Adham (1920-N.A.)
Mohammad Ibrahim Adham, born in Baghdad in 1920, was a student at the American University of 
Beirut (AUB) in 1939. He received bachelor’s and master’s degrees in law (1950) and a PhD in 1953 
from the American University in Washington, D.C. From 1944 to 1945 in the Iraqi government he was 
personal secretary to the Foreign Minister, and in 1945 he was secretary to the Iraqi delegation at the 
San Francisco United Nations Charter Conference. From 1950 to 1952 he served as legal counselor at 
the United Nations in New York City, and from 1952 to 1953 as director of the Foreign Office in Baghdad. 
Turning from government to business, Adham, who was naturalized as an American citizen in 1953, 
became in 1968 Senior Vice President of the international business group, Vesicol Chemical Corpora-
tion, in Washington, D.C. and was a member of the advertising council of Jacobs Engineering Group, 
Pasadena, California as of 1979. He was a member of the executive council of the International Bar 
Association and over his lifetime contributed many articles to legal and Methodist periodicals. 

 Iraqi delegate Mohammad Fadhel Jamali with Charles Malik, Lebanon

Iraq
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Sir Carl August Berendsen, New Zealand, with Mohamed Fadhel Jamali, right 

Iraq
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Salih Mahdi Haidar was a student at the American University of Beirut (AUB) in 1933. Unfortu-
nately nothing more has been discovered about this Iraqi AUB-affiliated delegate to the 1945 
United Nations Charter Conference in San Francisco.

Salih Mahdi Haidar (N.A)
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Angela Jurdak Khoury

Lebanon
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Angela Jurdak Khoury (1915-2011)

Firsts dominated the life of Lebanon’s first woman diplomat, Angela Jurdak Khoury, mother of AUB’s 
current Board President Philip Khoury. At the American School for Girls and later at university (she 
attended BCW for two years and then finished her BA at AUB in 1937) and in graduate school she 
persistently gained the highest honors. While at AUB she excelled in music and sports, winning 
first prizes in tennis and initiating for the first time sporting events and field trips for women stu-
dents. She became in1937 the only woman student registered in the graduate program at AUB. After 
earning her MA (1938), she became the first woman on the faculty. She initially held several admin-
istrative secretarial posts, but later as an instructor in psychology and sociology she became “the 
first Lebanese woman in the history of the University to become a member of the faculty in the upper 
departments of the University.” In 1944 her MA thesis in sociology was described by her advisor, Stu-
art C. Dodd, as a “pioneering” work “still quoted in scientific circles in America because of its new 
contribution to the science of Sociology.” Accompanying Charles Malik to the San Francisco Charter 
signing in 1945, she became the first woman, not only in Lebanon’s diplomatic service, but possibly 
the first in the Arab world, and the only woman among the AUB attendees at the Conference.

Born in the Lebanese mountain town of Shoueir, as a young girl Angela Khoury lived on the campus 
of AUB where her father, Mansur Hanna Jurdak, was a distinguished professor of mathematics and 
astronomy. 

She moved from the American School for girls to the then Beirut College for Women (now the Leb-
anese American University-LAU) and then to AUB where, after another two years she was awarded 
her BS in sociology in 1937. After receiving her MA she taught at the University until 1945.

At that time, appointed Secretary General to the Lebanese delegation at the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization in San Francisco, she also became a member of the 



33

recently established Lebanese 
Legation in Washington, D.C. 
Throughout the 1940s and 
’50s she was the Lebanese 
Consul in New York and the 
Lebanese representative to 
the United Nations Commis-
sion on the Status of Women, 
for which she was also named 
rapporteur. 

After 21 years of diplomatic 
service to Lebanon in New 
York and at the United Nations

Angela Jurdak Khoury (1915-2011)

1946 - The birth of the Commision on the Status of Women

in Washington, D.C. Khoury returned in 1966 to her first love—teaching. She first completed her PhD in 
international relations at the American University in Washington, DC, and then served for fourteen years 
as Professor of International Relations at George Mason University in northern 
Virginia (1968-1982).

Throughout her life Angela Khoury won numerous scholarships, prizes, and awards—many teaching hon-
ors while at George Mason and in 1959, Lebanon’s Order of the Cedar, awarded for outstanding service to 
the nation.
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365 Club, San Francisco, Dinner Invitation (1)
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365 Club, San Francisco, Dinner Invitation (2)
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Charles Malik (1906-1987)
Charles H. Malik, the best known among the American University of Beirut (AUB) delegates and signers 
of the United Nations Charter at the 1945 Conference on International Organization, renowned for his 
intelligence and diplomatic prowess, was also passionate in his pursuit of moral views in education and 
diplomacy. Speaking at the Hotel Phoenicia in 1972, he affirmed, “The recuperative forces of the spir-
it—the forces of understanding and decency and love and forgiveness and faith and moral strength and 
responsibility—are still most active, to heal and to restore.”

Lebanon’s Charles H. Malik was a skilled diplomat, an engaged educator, and an ardent United Nations 
supporter who held many important government positions at home and abroad. He was President of the 
thirteenth session of the United Nations General Assembly (1958-59), but his greatest achievement was 
perhaps his distinguished role as chief motivator and co-author, along with Eleanor Roosevelt, of the 
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, signed in 1948.

Charles Malik signing the Charter

Lebanon
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Born in Btirram in the Koura, Malik attended the lo-
cal elementary school for eight years before moving 
to the American Mission School for Boys in Tripoli. 
Later at AUB he studied physics and mathematics, 
receiving his BA in 1927 with one of the highest 
averages ever recorded at the University. He then 

Charles Malik (1906-1987)

Charles Malik with Class of 1927

taught at AUB as an instructor for two years and 
worked at a publishing house in Cairo before moving 
on to graduate studies at Harvard in 1932.

He interrupted his full scholarship graduate studies 
at Harvard University under Alfred North Whitehead 
to move in 1935 to the German University of Freiburg 
to study with Martin Heidegger; however, discouraged 
by the political atmosphere in Germany at the time,
he returned to Harvard where in 1937 he received his PhD on the philosophy of time in Heidegger and Whitehead.

Back in Beirut he taught at AUB until 1945, helping develop the Cultural Studies Program and teaching phi-
losophy. He rose rapidly from instructor to full professor and chaired the Department of Philosophy. A del-
egate at the 1945 San Francisco Charter Conference, he remained involved in United Nations activities until 
1956. After ten years of direct service at the United Nations, Malik returned to AUB as Professor of Philosophy 
and Dean of Graduate Studies. He served as Distinguished Professor of Philosophy from 1962 to 1976 before 
becoming Professor Emeritus until his death in 1987. During this period he was visiting professor at several 
important American universities.

Charles Malik’s role as diplomat, particularly at the United Nations, was perhaps the most important of his 
full and rich career. In 1945 he became the first Ambassador of Lebanon to the United States and was a mem-
ber of the Lebanese delegation at the signing of the United Nations Charter. 

As rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, he made a vital and inspirational contribution to the writ-
ing and passing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Declaration was adopted by the General
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Assembly in 1948 without a single negative vote. Malik, who alone 
authored the preamble to the Declaration, is said to have written 
the single “most significant international declaration of the Twen-
tieth Century.”

Back in Lebanon in 1956, Malik was also Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs (1956-58), Minister of Education (1956-57), and deputy of the 
Koura (1957-60). In 1958 he was named President of the thirteenth 
session of the United Nations General Assembly. From 1960 to 
1976, teaching became the heart of his career as visiting pro-
fessor at several American universities and Professor at the 
American University of Beirut. 

Charles and Eva Malik at a reception

Professor Malik wrote several books, among them, The 
Problems of Asia, Man in the Struggle for Peace, War and 
Peace, Christ and Crisis, and, in Arabic, Al-Muqaddimah. He 
died in Beirut in 1987.

Charles Malik (1906-1987)
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Charles and Eva Malik at a reception

Subhi Mahmassani, second from right

Sobhi Mahmassani (1909-1986)
Eminent jurist and scholar Sobhi Mahmassani was born in Beirut in 1909. He studied in the 
preparatory section of the American University of Beirut (AUB) in 1923 and 1927 and then went on to earn 
a BA in English law at London University. He completed a PhD in law at the University of Lyon in 1931. 

On returning to Beirut he was appointed to the bench, and then became President of the Lebanese Court 
of Appeals and Discrimination. He later served as a legal commission rapporteur. 

In addition to his judicial functions Mahmassani contributed broadly to education at several universities 
in Lebanon, teaching at Université St. Joseph, the Lebanese University, which he had played a prominent 
role in founding; the American University of Beirut, where he taught Roman and Islamic law; and the 
Beirut Arab University.

 

Lebanon
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In 1944 he was appointed legal advisor to the Lebanese 
delegation at the establishment of the Arab League in Al-
exandria, and then in 1945 he served as legal advisor to the 
Lebanese delegation at the United Nations San Francisco 
Charter Conference.

In 1948 he participated in the founding conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) in Beirut and took part in subsequent 
UNESCO meetings. He participated in the Congress of 
Islamic Culture at Princeton in 1953 and in the same year 
in the Congress of Islamic Culture at Bloudan in Syria and in 
Tehran in 1957. 

Mahmassani was elected member of Parliament for Beirut 
in 1964 and was later made chairman of the parliamentary 
Committee for Justice and Administration. He served as Min-
ister of Economy from April to December in 1968. 

Mahmassani was also a member of Arabic language academies 
Sobhi Mahmassani

in Syria, Egypt, and Iraq, and of the Islamic Studies Academy in Bombay. He wrote several legal studies includ-
ing Philosophy and Legislation in Islam and Constitution and Democracy; he participated in a number of interna-
tional conferences on various topics around the world, including the promotion of Christian-Muslim dialogue. 
He also lectured on legal matters in many countries, including Egypt, Tunisia, Pakistan, Iraq, Iran, and the 
United States, and at the International Court of Justice in The Hague.

Sobhi Mahmassani (1909-1986)
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Saudi Arabian Delegation - Ahmad Abdul Jabbar third from the left 

Ahmad Abdul Jabbar (Born, 1921) 
Ahmad Abdul Jabbar, a Saudi national born in Mecca in 1921, earned his BA and MA from the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) in 1943 and later, in 1953, an MA in political science from Georgetown Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C.  Secretary of the Political Department in the Royal Cabinet in Riyadh from 1943 
to 1946, he was also Secretary for the Saudi delegation at the 1945 San Francisco Charter Conference. 
From 1946 to 1955 he served as First Secretary and Counselor of the Saudi Legation (later the Embassy 
of Saudi Arabia) in Washington, D.C. and also as delegate to the United Nations.

From 1955 to 1960, as Deputy Minister of State, he was Assistant Head of the Prime Minister’s Cabinet 
for political affairs. He served as Ambassador to Japan and the Republic of China (Taiwan), 1960-63; 
Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany, 1964-65; Ambassador at the Foreign Ministry, 1965-
66; and President of the Islamic Center in Rome, 1971-72.

Saudi Arabia
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In 1945 he attended the United Nations General Assembly 
from 1946 to 1955, in 1975 and 1976, and from 1977 to 1995. 
He also participated in the FAO Conference in Washington, 
D.C. in 1948. Commenting on his years as Saudi Arabia’s 
Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva for 20 years, 
he said he was alternately hopeful and frustrated by the 
difficulties the United Nations experienced in following the 
high goals stated in the original charter.

Abdul Jabbar, a writer who published poems and articles 
in several Saudi, Egyptian, Lebanese, Italian, and German 
magazines, was honored with Knight of George 1, King 
Abdul Aziz’s Highest Decoration for Merit, Cavaliere di Gran 
Croce (Italy), and Golden Jumbo Jet (Premio Internationale 
dell’Ascesa, Italy). Abdul Jabber has lived in Geneva since 
retiring from the United Nations in 1995.

Ahmad Abdul Jabbar

Ahmad Abdul Jabbar (Born, 1921) 
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Syrian Delegation - Ambassadors  Fares and Fayez Al-Khouri

Fares Al-Khouri (1877-1962)
Like so many of the American University of Beirut (AUB)-affiliated delegates to the United Nations Char-
ter Conference in 1945, Syrian delegate Fares Al-Khouri sought to abolish the rule of the Ottoman Empire 
over Syria, and later, the French mandate which held Syria in occupation after World War I. He later be-
came Syrian Prime Minister, Speaker of the Syrian Parliament, and the first Permanent Representative of 
Syria to the United Nations (1946-48). As the first Christian Prime Minister of Syria (1944-45 and 1954-55) 
Fares Al-Khouri was known as a determined nationalist (he opposed Arab unification and later attempts 
for union with Egypt) and a devoted secularist who tried always to diminish antagonism between Chris-
tians and Muslims. Fares Al-Khouri became the first Syrian statesman to visit the United States when 
he represented his country at the United Nations Charter signing in San Francisco in 1945 as one of the 
three signers from Syria. He is considered one of the founders of the Syrian republic. 

Syria
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His support of the Arab resistance led to his arrest in 1916. But when 
King Faisal arrived as King of Syria, Al-Khouri became Minister of Fi-
nance until 1920, virtually creating the ministry. In 1923 he helped in the 
creation of Damascus University.

Al-Khouri’s career was marked by his passionate desire to create an 
independent Syria, independent originally from the Ottoman Empire and 
subsequently from the French mandate; by his ardent nationalist views 
about independent Syria (he opposed pan-Arabism and unification with 
Egypt); and by his fervent secularism. It is said that in support of these 
views his son Souhail authorized readings from the Koran and Muslim 
prayers at his father’s Christian funeral in 1962.

Fares Al-Khouri

Fares Al-Khouri (1877-1962)



45

  Farid Zeinnedine during the San Francisco Conference

Farid Zeinnedine (1907-N.A.)
Syrian United Nations Ambassador and lawyer Farid Zeineddine was advisor to the six man Syrian delega-
tion to the 1945 San Francisco United Nations Conference on International Organization. Like so many other 
American University of Beirut (AUB)-affiliated delegates born around 1907, he was embroiled throughout 
most of his life in the struggle for an independent Syria and in the battle against Israel. 

Farid was educated in Syria before obtaining a BA in history from AUB in 1925, when he moved on to further 
study at the Sorbonne in Paris. He received degrees in international law and economics and finance in 1929 
and 1932, while also studying Muslim law and Arabic culture. He received a PhD in law. During summers he 
attended the Universities of Vienna and Berlin.

Syria
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In the 1930s he taught at AUB for two years and at the University of 
Damascus for one year. In Baghdad he delivered a series of lectures 
on Arab society and culture, heady topics for a man whose country 
was under French mandate. In 1934 he served on an advisory board 
to the Minister of Education in Syria.

During this period Zeineddine wrote Le Régime du Contrôle des Man-
dats Internationaux which appeared in 1933, and National Movements 
for Liberty and Unity in 19th Century Europe (in Arabic in 1935). He also 
wrote many articles on the Arab world. 

His political statements did not go unnoticed by the occupiers. Occa-
sionally he had to leave Syria because of his political views; in 1942 
he was briefly imprisoned. He was also a staunch supporter of the 
Arab League, beginning in 1924 when he was a student. 

In the late 1940s he represented Syria several times in United Na-
tions sessions, and was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
Soviet Union. In 1951 he became (until 1954) Syria’s Permanent 

Farid Zeineddine

Representative at the United Nations and in 1952 he became Syria’s Ambassador to the United States. 
During the unification of Syria and Egypt he served as Foreign Minister. At the United Nations he defend-
ed various Arab causes, attacking US support for Zionism, addressing the illegal diversion of the Jordan 
River water, and supporting the seizure of the Suez Canal. His often bitter opposition to Israel evolved into 
several sensational national debates on prime time television in the United States.

Farid Zeinnedine (1907-N.A.)
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Farid Zeineddine

Naim Al-Antaki signing the Charter

Naim Al-Antaki (1902-N.A.)
Naim al-Antaki, an Aleppo-born Syrian lawyer who practiced law from 1926, studied at the American Uni-
versity of Beirut (AUB) in 1924 and later at the University of Paris where he received a degree in law. Back 
in Syria he was elected to the Bar and then became President of the Lawyers’ Bar in 1936. That same year 
he was Secretary General of the negotiating delegation in Paris. Elected deputy of Damascus in 1943, he 
was Minister of Finance in 1944, and in 1945 as a member of the Syrian Delegation at the United Nations 
San Francisco Charter Conference, he was one of three signers for Syria. He was Minister of Finance and 
Public Works (1945-46) and then became Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1947. Reelected deputy of Damascus 
that same year, he was also Vice President of the Syrian delegation to the United Nations special session on 
the question of Palestine. A lawyer for several companies, he was also an influential member of the Rotary 
Club and belonged to the National Bloc from its inception. 

Syria
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Nazem Al-Koudsi (1906-1998)
A prominent Syrian embroiled in resistance to the French occupation of Syria was Nazem Al-Koudsi, a 
lawyer/politician born in Aleppo to a “scholarly, landowning Sunni family.” He was in 1920 a student at the 
American University of Beirut (AUB) of which he was a supporter throughout his life. He was an active na-
tionalist, “one of the leaders of the Nationalist Youth (al-Shabab al Watani)” during the French mandate. 
He graduated from the law school of the University of Damascus and earned a doctoral degree in interna-
tional law, human rights, and constitutional law in Switzerland. 

Although he did not receive an AUB degree, according to the Gale Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East, 
his western education both at AUB and in Switzerland led to his political career and was undoubtedly 
behind his participation as a Syrian delegate and signer at the United Nations 1945 San Francisco Charter 

Nazem Al- Koudsi signing the Charter

Syria
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Conference. He was a leader of the Aleppo People’s Party and a member of the National Bloc party. 
He opened the Syrian Embassy in Washington, D.C. and was the first Syrian Ambassador to the United 
States after Syrian independence. He was also a member of the Syrian Parliament seven times, and 
Speaker of the House four times from 1953 to 1957. He was Foreign Minister (twice) and Prime Minis-
ter (twice) for short periods in 1949, 1950, and 1951. After the collapse of the union with Egypt in 1961, 
he became President of Syria. Following the March 1963 Baath Party coup he was briefly imprisoned; 
he then abandoned both politics and Syria and lived in Lebanon and in France from 1976 to 1990, and 
thereafter in Jordan where he died in 1998. 

Nazem Al-Koudsi (1906-1998)
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Raja F. Hawrani (N.A.)
Raja F. Hawrani was a student at the American University of Beirut in 1925. Unfortunately noth-
ing more has been discovered about this Syrian AUB-affiliated delegate to the United Nations 
Charter Conference in San Francisco in 1945.

Syrian Delegation - Farid Zeineddine (second from the left), Fares Al-Khouri 
(middle), to his right Naim Al-Antaki, and to his left, Nazem Al-Koudsi

Syria
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Toufik Huneidi (1919-N.A.)
Toufik Huneidi, son of Mohammad Saeed Huneidy, President of the Aleppo Chamber of Commerce, 
received his secondary education in Syria and later was a student at the American University of 
Beirut where he earned a BA (1942) and an MA (1943) in political studies, and in 1948 a PhD in po-
litical science from the University of Washington. He served as a deputy in Parliament. In 1945 he 
attended the United Nations San Francisco Charter Conference as a delegate of Syria. During his 
lifetime he wrote articles in Arabic on Syrian policy guidelines which were often published in local 
newspapers.

Naim Al-Antaki signing the Charter

Syria
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A Note on the Sources
With the traditional thorough and dedicated assistance of the staff of the Jafet Library Archives of 
the American University of Beirut (AUB), every effort has been made to find material on the nineteen 
AUB-affiliated representatives at the signing of the United Nations Charter Conference held in San 
Francisco in 1945.

The major sources of information were the United Nations Archives of the Lebanese Delegation, the 
AUB Archives and Special Collections in Jafet Library, and family and friends of the delegates. Sources 
included also the Internet, yielding a rich variety of articles, obituaries, and lists of publications; and 
a number of well-known encyclopedias in both Arabic and English such as Gale’s Encyclopedia of the 
Modern Middle East and North Africa; Encyclopaedia Iranica; various “Who’s Who” encyclopedias in both 
English and Arabic (Who’s Who in the Arab World, for example);  A Pictorial Record of the Delegates to the 
United Nations Conference on International Organization; and many others. Different college magazines 
such as AUB’s Al-Kulliyah helped organize the material and give it life. 

Although many sources were pursued, much information is still missing. Any corrections and updating 
will be gladly accepted either by the President’s Club or by the Archives and Special Collections at Jafet 
Library, which can be contacted through any of the following:

Archives and Special Collections
asc@aub.edu.lb
+961- 1-350000 EXT. 2610  - 2635

President’s Club
president-club@aub.edu.lb
+961-1-366445
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Dinner invitation to the Palace Hotel, San Francisco, 1945
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Subhi Mahmasani’s passport



55

Subhi Mahmasani’s passport Syria - Statement by Fares Al-Khouri
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Founding Members of the President’s Club
1981-1982
Fayik R. Abdi
Afif K. Abdulwahab
Edwin G. Abela
Toufic Abou-Khater
Mahmoud Abu Er-Rubb
Susan Munir Abu Haidar
Suleiman Abul-Husn
Samir Abu Rahmeh
Wadi’ J. Adjadj
Omar Adra
Farouk H. Agha
Ali Alamuddin
Karim Alamuddin
Makram Alamuddin
Nada Ali Alamuddin
Najib Alamuddin
Randa Adel Alamuddin
Abdul Aziz A. Albahar
Abdulla Y. Alghanim
Abdul-Qadir A.R. Amleh
Khalil I. Arab
Hussein Badran
Nabil Bahu
Mustafa M. Al-Barazi
Fouad Bardawil
Raja Baroody
Francois Bassil
Suhayl R. Bathish
Stephen D. Bechtel
Kamal Bikhazi
Leila Buheiry
Ralph Bistany
Myrna Bustani
S.M. Chamieh
Charles Chidiac

Vladimir Choulika
Abul Wafa Dajani
Ago Demirdjian
Diran Demirdjian
Vivian Demirdjian
Adnan Derbas
Wael Ezzedine
Badr S. Fahoum
Tamer Fakhry
Issa Farah
Basim Faris
Laila Faris Baroody
Joseph E. Farsoun
Hani A. Freij
Nabil A. Freij
Charles Geadah
Ali Ghandour
Munir Al-Halaby
Abdul-Malik Al-Hamar
Salah Hawila
Akram Hijazi
Fayek S. Hourani
Ibrahim K. Houri
Raja’l Husseini
Muna Marwan Iskandar
Fuad W. Itayim
George Jabre
Ghazi Jabre
Jawad Mustafa Jawad
Jad Kabban
Isam K. Kabbani
Sami S. Kabbani
Mohammad I. Kaddoura
Joseph Kairouz
Marianne Fahmy Karagulla
Abdul-Musin Kattan

Mohammad Ali Kattan
Fawzi Kawash
William Kazan
Charles Kettaneh
Abdallah Khabbaz
Fouad N. Khabbaz
Leila Zahli Khalaf
Muhammad K. Khalil
Souheil G. Khammar
Mohammad A. Khayat
Antoine N. Khouri
Nadia Paul Klat
Nadim Lababidy
Salim W. Macksoud
Fouad Malouf
George Massoud
Marwan I. Mazhar
Taha Mikati
Nayla Rene Muawwad
Nazmi Nabulsi
Asad Nasr
Mounir I. Nassar
Naim S. Nasser
Patrick Ogden-Smith
Suliman S. Olayan
Fouad Omais
Mrs. Fouad Omais
Jawad Omais
Osman Al-Osman
Howard Page
Calvin Plimpton
Khaled S. Racy
Farid El-Rayyess
Youssef Richani
Fouad Rizk
Akram S. Saab

Raja Saab
Farid Sa’d
Leila Charles Saad
Fuad Es-Said
Nuhad Es-Said
Hany Salaam
Ousama Salaam
Saad Salaam
Edward Seinfeld
Kamal Shair
Laureece Kamal Shair
Shukri Shammas
Saud M.A. Shawwaf
Tarek M.A. Shawwaf
Yusuf Shirawi
Nayla Wajih Sleiman
Hassan Smadi
Ismail A. Smadi
Fawzi H. Sultan
Mohieddine Tabbara
Andre K.G. Tabourian
Gerard Tabourian
Imad Taher
Joseph Taher
Carol Y. Tayard
Yacoub F. Tleel
Munzer Wehbeh
Farid Yaghnam
Hassan M. Yahya
Jean-Pierre Yonan
Abdallah Zakhem
George Zakhem
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Subhi Mahmassani during San Francisco Conference
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President’s Club Members Since October 2002
Life Members ($10,000)
Dr. Adnan Z. Abu-Ayyash (BE, 1969)
Mrs. Nada Hussein Aoueini
Mr. Munir Atalla (BA, 1953)
Mrs. Myrna Bustani
Mr. Nabil Bustros
Mr. Wajdi Diab
Mrs. Hala Issam Fares
Mr. Georges N. Frem
Mr. Mounir and Mrs. Elham Hamza
Mr. Elie Adib Hourani
Mr. Fawzi A. Kawash (BEN, 1958)
Mrs. Salwa (BA, 1982) and Mr. Samir N. (BEN, 1973) Khoury 
Mrs. May Makhzoumi (BS, 1975)
H.E. Mr. Najib (BBA, 1979; MBA, 1980) and Mrs. May 
Doumani (BA, 1980) Mikati
Mr. Faisal Ali Al Mutawa (BA, 1970)
Mr. Mohammad A. Safadi (BBA, 1968)
Mrs. Jouhaina Abdul Aziz Sawwaf

Members ($1,000)
Mr. Edwin Abela (Former Student)
Mr. Hani Aboul Jabine (BEN, 1965) and Mrs. Ibtissam 
Al-Bassam Aboul Jabine
Mrs. Nayla Azar Abu-Shahin (BA, 1973)
Mr. Walid K. (BEN, 1963) and Mrs. Nada Saab 
(BA, 1967) Abu-Shakra
Mrs. Maha Abdul-Jabbar Al-Ajlani (BA, 1970)
Mr. Adnan A. Arakji (Former Student)
Mrs. Aida Toufic Assaf
Mrs. Inayat Atallahx
H.E. Raymond W. Audi
Mr. Nabil F. (BAR, 1970) and Mrs. Joumana Tabbara 
(BA, 1968) Azar 
Mr. Raja (BA, 1947) and Mrs. Laila Faris 
(BA, 1954) Baroody
Mr. Semaan and Mrs. Nayla Bitar (BA, 1992) Bassil
Dr. Mahmoud El Chabandar
Mrs. Nadine Majdalani Begdache
Mr. Nabil F. Beydoun (BBA, 1954)
Mr. Nabil M. Boustany (Former Student)
Mr. Garbis (BBA, 1966) and Mrs. Sonia Chekerdjian
Mr. John N.H. Dagher (BBA, 1979)
Mr. Basim R. Faris (BBA, 1964)
Dr. Ali I. Ghandour (Former Student)
Mr. Diraar Y. AlGhanim
Mr. Abbas Salim and Mrs. Randa Assaf El Halabi
Mr. Fernand A. (BA, 1967) and 
Mrs. Eugenie F. (BA, 1967) Hosri
Mrs. Koulthoum Salam Al-Husseini (BA, 1957; MA, 1962)
Mr. Ahmad A. (EMBA, 2008) and Mrs. Bushra Itani Issa
Mr. Yusuf Kan’an (Former Student)
Mr. Nabil C. (BBA, 1972) and Mrs. Nayla Kassatly 
(BBA, 1969) Kettaneh
Mr. Tarek Kettaneh (BEN, 1970)
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Members ($1,000)
Mr. Edwin Abela (Former Student)
Mr. Hani Aboul Jabine (BEN, 1965) and Mrs. Ibtissam 
Al-Bassam Aboul Jabine
Mrs. Nayla Azar Abu-Shahin (BA, 1973)
Mr. Walid K. (BEN, 1963) and Mrs. Nada Saab 
(BA, 1967) Abu-Shakra
Mrs. Maha Abdul-Jabbar Al-Ajlani (BA, 1970)
Mr. Adnan A. Arakji (Former Student)
Mrs. Aida Toufic Assaf
Mrs. Inayat Atallahx
H.E. Raymond W. Audi
Mr. Nabil F. (BAR, 1970) and Mrs. Joumana Tabbara 
(BA, 1968) Azar 
Mr. Raja (BA, 1947) and Mrs. Laila Faris 
(BA, 1954) Baroody
Mr. Semaan and Mrs. Nayla Bitar (BA, 1992) Bassil
Dr. Mahmoud El Chabandar
Mrs. Nadine Majdalani Begdache
Mr. Nabil F. Beydoun (BBA, 1954)
Mr. Nabil M. Boustany (Former Student)
Mr. Garbis (BBA, 1966) and Mrs. Sonia Chekerdjian
Mr. John N.H. Dagher (BBA, 1979)
Mr. Basim R. Faris (BBA, 1964)
Dr. Ali I. Ghandour (Former Student)
Mr. Diraar Y. AlGhanim
Mr. Abbas Salim and Mrs. Randa Assaf El Halabi
Mr. Fernand A. (BA, 1967) and 
Mrs. Eugenie F. (BA, 1967) Hosri
Mrs. Koulthoum Salam Al-Husseini (BA, 1957; MA, 1962)
Mr. Ahmad A. (EMBA, 2008) and Mrs. Bushra Itani Issa
Mr. Yusuf Kan’an (Former Student)
Mr. Nabil C. (BBA, 1972) and Mrs. Nayla Kassatly 
(BBA, 1969) Kettaneh
Mr. Tarek Kettaneh (BEN, 1970)

President’s Club Members Since October 2002
H.E. Mr. Abbas Khalaf (BA, 1955)
Mrs. Mona Chemali Khalaf (BA, 1961; MA, 1964)
Dr. Zahi (BA, 1953) and Mrs. Leila Salamoun Khalaf (BA, 1959)
H.E. Mr. Anwar M. El-Khalil (Former Student)
Mr. Shahe Khatchadourian (BEN, 1981)
Mr. Mounir and Mrs. Jamileh El-Khatib
Mr. Bashar S. Al-Khayat (BBA, 1959)
Mrs. Leila Khoury Tabet (BA, 1960)
Mr. Mounzer V. Kozaili (BS, 1963)
Mrs. Abla Lahoud
Mr. Ghassan Al-Mahasini (Former Student)
Mr. Malek S. Mahmassani (BAR, 1966)
Mr. Essam Fayez Makarem
Mr. Makarim N. (BS, 1965; BBA, 1969) and Mrs. Mimi Najjar 
(BA, 1977) Makari
Mrs. Caroline Salem Mouawad (BA, 1986)
Mrs. Henrietta Abela Nammour (BA, 1975)
Mr. Mounir I. (BEN, 1954) and Mrs. Nayla Haddad Nassar
Mrs. May Ogden-Smith
Mr. Najib and Mrs. Lamia A. Osseiran (BA, 1986)
Mrs. Jihad Al-Shawwaf (BA, 1970; MA, 1973)
Mr. Riad Khalil (BA, 1940) and Mrs. Joumana Rizk
Mr. Farid Shaker (BA, 1952) and Mrs. Wafa Saab (EMBA, 2007)
Al Sheikha Fatmeh Al Sabah (BA, 1971)
Dr. Ibrahim S. (BS, 1959; MD, 1963) and Dr. Nuha Nuwayri Salti 
(BS, 1963; MD, 1967)
Dr. Mahmoud Shabandar

Associate Members ($500)
Mr. Samir A. Abu-Rahmeh (BEN, 1957)
Mrs. Sawsan Agha Maktabi (BA, 1976; MA, 1978)
Mrs. Zahra Bissat
Dr. Raja (BA, 1947) and Mrs. Leila Iliya
Mr. Nabil N. El-Jurdi (BA, 1967)
Mr. Hagop H. (BAR, 1984) and Lady Lena Kelekian Sulahian
 (BS, 1981)
Mr. George Habib Khoury (BEN, 1997)
Mr. Marwan I. Mazhar
Dr. Noha A. Mazraani (BS, 1990 ; MA, 1996)
H.E. Mr. Bechara Merhej (BA, 1967)
Dr. Munir (BA, 1947; MD, 1951) and Mrs. Therese Shamma’a
Mr. George and Mrs. Mona Nassar (BA, 1957) Yannieh

Mr. Talal Kamal Shair (Former Student)
Mr. Hassan Smadi (BEN, 1963)
Dr. Gerard K. Tabourian (Former Student)
Mr. Imad Taher (Former Student)
Dr. Nazih J. (BA, 1949; BSCE, 1950) and Mrs. May 
Halabi Taleb
Mr. Monzer Habib (BS, 1956) Wehbe and Mrs. Rita 
Wehbe
Mr. Ali A. (BS, 1978) and Mrs. Hoda Shatah 
(BA, 1979) Yashruti
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Subhi Mahmassani during a dinner, San Francisco, 1945
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The Bench Campaign
The AUB benches, scattered across upper campus and framed by the wooded terraces, provide the most 
beautiful vistas of the Mediterranean. Students, alumni, friends, faculty, and staff have long cherished 
these scenic spots. The “Adopt a Bench” campaign by the President’s Club ensures the perpetuity of 
these special memories.

There are still some benches on upper campus waiting to be adopted. It is planned to have more benches 
on lower campus which, we are sure, will appeal to athletes, engineers, and business school graduates.

For more information contact:
president-club@aub.edu.lb
Add your name or that of a loved one to the list below.

The benches adopted so far:
Mrs. Amira Salaam Amro
Miss Rima Walid Abu-Shakra
Mrs. Aida Makdisi Armaly (Diploma, 1948)
Dr. Imad B. (BBA, 1985; MBA, 1987) and Mrs. Annélie Moukad-
dem (MBA, 1996) Baalbaki
Dr. Mahmoud S. Barbir (BS, 1973)
Dr. Francois S. Bassil
Dr. Mayada Baydas (BS, 1985; MS, 1987)
Mr. Mustafa M.R. (BBA, 1975) and Mrs. Leila Amad (BA, 1976) 
Bissat
Dr. Nazih M. Bissat (BA, 1957)
Mr. Bassem K. Bitar (BBA, 2001)
Mr. Elias T. and Mrs. Adriane K. (Nurs. Dipl., 1958) Boulous
Dr. Suhail Bulos (BA, 1946; MD, 1950)
Mr. Rafic and Mrs. Salam Charafeddine
Mr. Imad S. Chebaro (BA, 1965) - two benches
Mr. Ghassan and Mrs. Soha Hmaidan Chehayeb (BBA, 1988; 
MBA, 2007)

Mr. Garbis (BBA, 1966) and Mrs. Sonia Chekerdjian
H.E. Mr. Hagop Y. (BEN, 1964; MBA, 1968) and Mrs. Vivian 
Kanazi(MA, 1968) Demirjian
H.E. Mr. Nadim Dimechkie (BA, 1940; MA, 1955),
Mr. Nabil W. Nassar (BSCE, 1954), and Dr. John Waterbury
Dr. Andre (BA, 1961) and Mrs. Raja Ghandour (BA, 1960) Dirlik
Mr. Hachem T. Fattouh (Former Student)
Friends of Wajih Ajouz
Dr. Mustafa (MD, 1952) and Mrs. Zabia Shawwaf (BA, 1952) 
Ghandour
Dr. Sabbah Al Haj (BS, 1957; MS, 1961)
Mr. Omar (BA, 1961) and Mrs. Suzan Esseily (BA, 1961) 
Hamza – two benches
Mr. Salim P. Harfouche (BS, 1982)
Mr. and Mrs. James Hooper (Former Student)
Mr. Fernand A. (BA, 1967) and Mrs. Eugenie F. 
Saad (BA, 1967) Hosri
Mr. Elie Adib Hourani
Miss Wadad El-Husseiny (BA 1988, MA 1994)

Subhi Mahmassani during a dinner, San Francisco, 1945
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The Bench Campaign
Mr. Karim Kamel
Mrs. Mona Jeha Kanaan (BA, 1960)
Mrs. Nadia Khlat (Former Student)
Mr. Ousama E. Jureidini (BA, 1971)
Mr. Mohamad (BEN, 1962; MEN, 1967) and Mrs. Ilham Bauji 
Kabbani (BA, 1977) 
Mrs. Fadwa Kahale
Mr. Mounir Youssef Kamel (BBA, 1962; MBA, 1964)
Dr. Amin Nadim Khalaf (BA, 1990)
Dr. Alfred (BS, 1973; MD, 1978) and Mrs. Dina Khoury
Mr. Ramzi N. Kteily (BA, 1964)
Mr. Samer H. Maamari (BEN, 1985)
Dr. Salim Macksoud (BA, 1940; BSCE, 1945)
Mr. Essam F. Makarem
Mr. Fouad M. Malouf (Former Student)
Mrs. Leila Khalidy Marzagao (BA, 1968)
Mr. Mohamad Tarek Merheb (BBA, 2005)
Mrs. May Doumani Mikati (BA, 1980)
Miss Gladys Mouro (BS, 1976)
Mr. Osama S. Omar (BEN, 1972) and Mrs. Nadida Jishi Omar 
(BA, 1978)
Mr. Abbas Osman (BBA, 1999)
Mr. Ali M. (BBA, 1990; EMBA, 2008) and Mrs. Salma Dannawi 
Oueida (BEN, 1992)
Dr. Rima Michel Nasser (Former Student)
Mr. Khalil M. (BS, 1969) and Mrs. Ann Saab
Dr. Alain N. Sabri (BS, 1988; MD, 1992)
Mrs. Rajaa Arab Salaam
Mrs. Hayat Salam-Liebich (BA, 1963)
Mr. Mazen N. (BA, 1967) and Mrs. Bushra Salha

Mr. Andre Sayegh (BBA, 1975; MBA, 1979) and Mrs. Nada 
Houri Sayegh (BBA, 1977; MBA, 1979)
Mr. Garbis (BBA, 1966) and Mrs. Sonia Chekerdjian
H.E. Mr. Hagop Y. (BEN, 1964; MBA, 1968) and Mrs. Vivian 
Kanazi(MA, 1968) Demirjian
H.E. Mr. Nadim Dimechkie (BA, 1940; MA, 1955),
Mr. Nabil W. Nassar (BSCE, 1954), and Dr. John Waterbury
Dr. Andre (BA, 1961) and Mrs. Raja Ghandour (BA, 1960) 
Dirlik
Mr. Hachem T. Fattouh (Former Student)
Friends of Wajih Ajouz
Dr. Mustafa (MD, 1952) and Mrs. Zabia Shawwaf (BA, 1952) 
Ghandour
Dr. Sabbah Al Haj (BS, 1957; MS, 1961)
Mr. Omar (BA, 1961) and Mrs. Suzan Esseily (BA, 1961) 
Hamza – two benches
Mr. Salim P. Harfouche (BS, 1982)
Mr. & Mrs. James Hooper (Former Student)
Mr. Fernand A. (BA, 1967) and Mrs. Eugenie F. 
Saad (BA, 1967) Hosri
Mr. Elie Adib Hourani
Miss Wadad El-Husseiny (BA 1988, MA 1994)
H.E. Mrs. Leila Najjar Sharaf (BA, 1959; MA, 1965)
Mr. Jihad (BA, 1973) and Mrs. Diana Khatib (BA, 1975) 
Shibaru – two benches
H.E. Mr. Fouad A. (BBA, 1967; MBA, 1970) and Mrs. Huda 
Bisat (BS, 1973) Siniora
Mr. Zokhrof M. Sleiman (EMBA, 2007)
Dr. Michel K. (BS, 1971; MD, 1975) and Mrs. Nayla Stephan
Mr. Hicham H. Tabbara (BEN, 1979) and Mrs. Noura Shishakly 
Tabbara (BS, 1981)
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Mr. Raja (BA, 1978) and Mrs. Susan Sawwan (BBA, 1980) Trad
Mr. Polyvios C. Vintiades (BEN, 1959)
Mr. Bruno Salim Wehbe (BEN, 2006)
Mr. Mohamad Ali Zameli (BEN, 1986) and Mrs. Dina Tabbara Zameli 
(BA, 1985; MBA, 1991)
Mr. Wafic and Mrs. Hoda Zantout
Dr. Nakhleh (BA, 1952; MD, 1956) and Mrs. Doris Azzam (DIPLM, 
1957) Zarzar
Mr. Saeb Elzein (BBA, 1979; MBA, 1981)
Mr. Nabil R. Zeineddin (BE, 1977) – three benches

Portraits of AUB Presidents Campaign ($5,000)
Mr. Ali I. Ghandour (Former Student)
Mr. Farouk K. Jabre (BA, 1958)

The Bench Campaign
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Special Thanks and Acknowledgment

BBAC, SAL Dar Al-Handasah Consultants 

Lebanon & Gulf Bank, SAL

Fransabank, SAL

Safadi Foundation

Makhzoumi Foundation
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We are grateful to
Chateau Kefraya SAL
Fawaz Holding
Société Moderne Libanaise pour le Commerce SAL (Pepsi)

Thanks to all companies and institutions that supported this brochure
Bank Audi sal-Audi Saradar Group
Bankers Assurance
Banque Misr Liban
BLOM Bank SAL
BoConcept
Diamony
Exotica
Future Security Company
Galerie Janine Rubeiz
Georges Khoury & Co.
Hawa Akkar
Industrial Development Company SAL (INDEVCO) 
Intercontinental Phoenicia
International School of Choueifat
22 Degrees SAL
Kettaneh
MEA
Patchi
Sacotel
Société Moderne Libanaise pour le Commerce SAL (Pepsi)
Tinol
Universal College of Aley

Also, thanks to all companies and individuals who donated the lottery gifts

Prepared by  President’s Club Administrative Board, Office of Development
Designed by Sara Jawad 
Produced by Office of Communication

Special Thanks and Acknowledgment
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Left to right-Sayed Kanan Ibrahim, Farid Zeineddine, Fouad Ammoun, Najmuddin Rifai, Faris Al-Khouri.
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Left to right-Sayed Kanan Ibrahim, Farid Zeineddine, Fouad Ammoun, Najmuddin Rifai, Faris Al-Khouri.
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San Francisco Conference, 1945


