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Abstract The author attempts to explore and assess the legal issues and historical facts re-
lating to" the historical waters’ claimed by Vietnam in delimitating the Betbu Gulf. After
analyss of the 1887 Sno - French Convention in two texts and related facts, it has been
found that , 1) The Sno - French Convention was not intended to establish a maritime
boundary. The* redling” passng through the eastern point of Tra- co wasa straight line as
a geographica shorthand to separate idands near coast area of China and Vietnam; 2) There
is no convincing evidence to prove that* the part of Bac Bo GuIf appertaining to Vietnam conr
gituted historical waters’ , because it could not meet the practice of internationa law ,i.e. ,
“ dearly, dfectively , continuoudy , and over a substantia period of time, exercises vereign
rights with the acquiescence of the community of states’.
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frontiére( )

, 1995 1
:Convention Reative ala Deimitation dela Frontiere entre la Chine et le Tonkin ,sgnee
a Pekinle 26 juin 1887. :China Maritime Customs,Treaties,Conventions,etc .between China and Foreign
Sates vol. 1,2"edition ,Shanghai : Ingectorate General of Customs,1917 ,at p. 933 - 936.

Au Kouang - tong il est entendu que les points contestés qui ont stués al’ est et au nord - est de Morr
ka ,audda de lafrontiére telle qu' ele a été fixée par la commision de ddimitation ,ont attribués a la Chine.
Leslesqui oont al’ et du méridien de Paris 10543 de longitude est ,c’' et - a- dire de laligne nord - sud
passant par la pointe orientale de I’ le de Tch’ a- kou ou Ouan - chan(tra- o) et formant la frontiére sont
égaement attribuées ala Chine. Lesles G - tho et lesautreslesqui sont al’ ouest de ce méridien gppartien-
nent al’ Annam.
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“ Le méridien de Paris 105°43 qui passe par la pointe orientale de I’ lle tra- oo forme la
frontiére a partir du point ou ¢’ est arrete le tracé de la Commisgon.” (105°43
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Office of the $ecia Representative of the Secretary - Generd for the Law of the Sea. The Law of
the Sea- Current Devdopmentsin State Practice, New York, United Nations, 1987 ,p. 147 - 148
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