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Introduction

History of the centre!

The monastery of Werden was founded in 799/800 by the missionary Liudger (* c. 742, near
Utrecht—f 809, Billerbeck), the future bishop of Minster, on land that he had been able to
acquire in previous years.> According to the Vita Liudgeri | by Altfrid, the plan to erect a
monastery on the land inherited by Liudger’s father dated back to 784. In the years 799-801
Liudger increased that territory considerably through purchase, exchange and donation.®
Helmstedt in modern Lower Saxony, another of Liudger's foundations, was a sister monastery
of Werden. After Liudger’s death several of his relatives, called ‘Liudgerids’, took over as
rectores in Werden for almost 80 years.* In the first years of its existence, the religious
community in Werden must have been a mixture between a community of canons and a
community of monks. This middle course (tertius gradus), as Eckhard Freise calls it, may well
have been inspired by the life of Liudger’s teacher Alcuin (* c. 732— 804), who chose a similar
model.> A monastic community strictly organised in the form of a Benedictine convent was
established later.® In 877, Hildegrim 11 (+ 886), a nephew of Liudger, offered Werden to the
East Frankish king Louis Il1, and the family monastery became a royal abbey. The latter was
protected by the king and profited from immunity as well as the free election of its abbot.” In
Seibegt’s view, this immunity ushered in a heyday in the abbey’s history that ended around
1150.

Werden was situated in the borderland between the Franks and the Saxons.® It therefore
represented an important base for Anglo-Saxon missionaries heading east. This explains why
the book collection and book production of Werden were from the beginning strongly
influenced by Anglo-Saxon culture.® Werden also maintained contacts with the West Frankish
kingdom, especially Corbie,** which is reflected in the imported manuscripts that were in the
possession of the Werden community, and in changes in script (see below). Today, Werden is
a district of Essen.

A close relationship existed between the abbey of Werden and the monastery for secular
canonesses at Essen, which was only eight kilometres away.*? Books had been continuously
produced in Werden since the middle of the ninth century, and it seems that Werden trained

L1 would like to thank Prof Michele C. Ferrari for his comments on a draft of this article.

2 See: www.rheinische-geschichte.lvr.de/orte/Gebiete_1789/herrschaften/Seiten/ReichsabteiWerden.aspx.

3 Stiiwer, Das Erzbistum Koln, 88-89. Inter alia, Liudger receives a part of Ludwin’s inheritance (‘[...] in loco
nuncupante diapanbeci, siue uuerithina [...]") as well as an area called Uuiduberg (Wynberg) in exchange for
land in Fischlacken; see Lacomblet, Urkundenbuch fiir die Geschichte des Niederrheins, nos. 11-13, 17 and 19.
4 On the term ‘Liudgerids’, see Schmid, ‘Die Liudgeriden’, 71-101. In private charters of the ninth and tenth
centuries, the title rectores is often used as a synonym for abbas; see Blok, Een diplomatisch onderzoek van de
oudste particuliere oorkonden van Werden, 156-219.

5 See Freise, ‘Liudger und das Kloster Werden’, 63.

6 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 554.

" Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 550.

8 Seibert, ‘Werden’.

% Schilp, ‘Minnerkloster und Frauenstift’, 74.

10 Tiefenbach, ‘Werden und die Anfinge’, 212.

1 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 555-56; Barker-Benfield, “The Werden Heptateuch™’, 59—60.

12 Schilp, ‘Minnerkloster und Frauenstift’, 74. See also Karpp, ‘Die Bibliothek der Benediktinerabtei’, 244.
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several canonesses from Essen.'® McKitterick even supposes that the teaching of writing at
Essen may have been initiated at Werden.* At least one monk from Werden looked after the
manuscripts belonging to the community in Essen around 900.'® A number of manuscripts were
exchanged between the two communities. The community in Essen was in dire need of books
especially after the fire of 946, which apparently annihilated a large number of manuscripts.
This could explain why a manuscript like the heavily annotated Prudentius codex (tenth
century) from Werden found its way into the book collection at Essen.® Another book,
containing the Epistles of Paul, travelled in the opposite direction. Although it bears a tenth-
century title that can be identified as written in Essen, it ended up in Werden by the fifteenth
century at the latest.!” Bodarwé cites a couple of other examples that indicate an ongoing
exchange between the two communities.'® Furthermore, some manuscripts may have been
written by hands from both monasteries or by scribes that lived at the partner monastery.®
However, how this co-operation actually worked in practice is unclear.?° This means that some
of the manuscripts uncertainly attributed to Essen or Werden could also be attributed to book
production at the other centre.?! Other scribes trained in different centres, such as Cologne and
Fulda, are also documented.??

The vita of Werden's founder Liudger was written down quite early by Altfrid (bishop of
Minster, 839-49) and revised twice (Vita Liudgeri secunda and tertia). Several Werden
monks, such as the librarian Uffing (c. 980/1000), also composed texts.?® Uffing wrote Latin
poems and hagiographical works (the vita, translatio and Hymnus s. Idae, and a revision of the
Vita Lucii).?* The authorship of the musical treatise Musica enchiriadis, together with its
commentary Scolica enchiriadis, is attributed to abbot Hoger of Werden (1 906) by a number
of scholars such as Katrinette Bodarwé, Heinrich Engel and Germain Morin.? As the earliest
known witness of this commentary can be traced to Werden (Dusseldorf, ULB, Fragm.
K03:H03), this attribution is very plausible.?® The Werden book collection contained some
unusual texts, too, such as the Historia Apollonii regis Tyri (Budapest, OSK, Clmae 4),
Lathcen’s Ecloga moralium in Irish minuscule (Dusseldorf, Universitats- und
Landesbibliothek, Fragm. K01:B212, among others), Prudentius” Carmina (Dusseldorf, ULB,
MS F 1), Regino of Priim’s Libri de synodalibus causis et disciplinis ecclesiasticis
(Dusseldorf, ULB, MS E 3) and Statius’ Thebais (Diisseldorf, ULB, Fragm. K19:210/6).%
Unfortunately, no early book list has been preserved. The oldest witness is a group of eleven

13 Karpp, ‘Die Bibliothek der Benediktinerabtei’, 243-44.

14 McKitterick, “‘Women and Literacy in the Early Middle Ages’, 16.

15 Schilp, ‘Minnerkloster und Frauenstift’, 76; Karpp, ‘Bemerkungen zu den mittelalterlichen Handschriften’,
200-204.

16 Diisseldorf, ULB, MS F 1.

17 See Berlin, SBB-PKb, MS theol. lat. fol. 481.

18 See also Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’, 61-64.

19 For the former, see, for example, Dusseldorf, ULB, MS D 2 and Stuttgart, WL, Cod. bib. 4° 32; for the latter,
see, for example, Dusseldorf, ULB, MS D 3.

20 See Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’, 59.

2 Tiefenbach, ‘Werden und die Anfinge’, 214.

22 Seibt, Gleba and Griitter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:38.

2 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, p. 577; Kiihne, ‘Uffing von Werden’; Eickermann, ‘Zu den Carmina figurata
Uffings von Werden’, 1-13.

2 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 559.

% Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 557-58; Engel, Ruhrchristen. Geschichte und Geschichten von Ludgerus und
den Liudgeriden; Morin, ‘Un essai d’autocritique’, 394.

% Torkewitz, Das alteste Dokument, 12-13. See also Erickson and Palisca, Musica enchiriadis and Scolica
enchiriadis, xxii—xxiii.

27 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 577.
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small fragments that once formed three leaves of a book list from the fifteenth century.?®
Vernacular language appears almost exclusively in the form of names and glosses, not as whole
texts.?® The creation of the famous epic poem Heliand in Old Saxon (around the first half of
the ninth century) cannot be located to Werden with certainty.3 The written vernacular in
manuscripts from Werden is almost exclusively Saxon: Frisian words are rarely found.3!

Werden book production continued to take place for at least two centuries, and reached its peak
under abbot Wilhelm (1151-60).32 Only a few illuminated manuscripts from Werden are still
preserved. These date mainly from the eleventh, twelfth or late fifteenth century.

Manuscripts

A short description of the handwriting in Werden manuscripts (and its book collection) can be
found in Hartmut Hoffmann’s Buchkunst und Konigtum im ottonischen und friihsalischen
Reich, which should certainly be read alongside the multiple contributions by Katrinette
Bodarwé; but a definitive history of the book collection and book production there is still to be
written.® This lacuna is partly due to the heavy losses suffered by the monastery’s book
collection over time, and the wide geographical dispersal of the remaining manuscripts and
fragments. Indeed, the remains of Werden’s book collection are mainly preserved in fragments
(single leaves, end-leaves, binding fragments and palimpsests) and only a few codices have
survived.® Yet, although the monastic book collection suffered major losses, it retained a
degree of fame in the eighteenth century.3® After the secularisation of the abbey in 1802—1803,
most of the surviving manuscripts were transferred to Diisseldorf and Miinster.3” A number of
those transported to Munster were later acquired by the library in Berlin, and of those medieval
manuscripts that remained, twenty-five were destroyed in the fires of the University Library of
Minster in 1943 and 1945.%8 Karpp counted around twenty surviving manuscripts from the
Werden armarium datable to between c. 800 and c. 900.%° Bodarwé estimates the current
number of preserved medieval manuscripts from Werden, fragments included, at around 100.%°
Among the 100 manuscripts identified by Bodarwé, twenty-five manuscripts in Anglo-Saxon
minuscule are known today, whether whole or in fragments.*! A portion of these were written
before the foundation of the abbey, so they had been imported from one or more centres with
insular links, whether in Britain or on the continent. Other witnesses were copied by scribes

28 McKitterick, ‘Werden im Spiegel’, 341; Frenz, ‘Ein Biicherverzeichnis aus der Abtei Werden’, 9.

2 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 577.

30 Seibt, Gleba and Griitter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:38.

31 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 571.

32 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 558; W. Stiiwer, ’Pro liberaria et scriptoria™, 99.

33 Fuchs, Hahn and Oltrogge, ‘Die Arbeit im Werdener Skriptorium’, 232.

34 Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’ and ‘Werden und Essen’. See also Hoffmann, Buchkunst und Kénigtum,
503-504 (‘nordwestdeutsches Skriptorium’); Hoffmann, ‘Skriptorium von Essen’, p. 117, and p. 147 for a
description of Dusseldorf, ULB, MS E 2; and: www.schatzkammer-werden.de/werdener-skriptorium.

% McKitterick, ‘Werden im Spiegel’, 341.

3% Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 550.

37 Stiiwer, “’Pro liberaria et scriptoria™, 106.

38 Overgaauw, Die mittelalterlichen Handschriften der Universitéts- und Landesbibliothek Miinster, 12 and 24.
39 Karpp, ‘Die Bibliothek der Benediktinerabtei’, 242.

40 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 550-51.

41 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 553. See the list in Gerchow, ‘Liudger, Werden und die Angelsachsen’, 55-57.
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trained or influenced by scriptoria where an Anglo-Saxon script style prevailed.*> These
manuscripts are not listed below, unless they bear later additions in Caroline minuscule.

Several manuscripts are written in Anglo-Saxon minuscule, but also contain glosses in Caroline
minuscule. Surprisingly, the manuscript Berlin, SBB-PKb, MS theol. lat. fol. 366, contains
glosses written by scribes writing in both Anglo-Saxon and Caroline minuscules.*® Similarly,
the main part of the ‘Werdener Evangeliar’ (Berlin, SBB-PKb, MS theol. lat. qu. 139) is
written in Anglo-Saxon minuscule, but the Capitulare evangeliorum is in Caroline minuscule.
A very curious case is the miscellany Cologne, EDDB, MS 106, which was written by a least
twenty hands. Some of them used Anglo-Saxon minuscule, others Caroline minuscule.
Bischoff believed that these hands may have belonged to a group of pupils that gathered in
Werden.**

The manuscript Krakéw, Biblioteka Jagiellonska, Berol. MS theol. lat. qu. 162 (10" century,
2/2) is not included in the lists below, because Rembold, the only scholar to mention it in a
Werden context, is unsure of its geographical attribution.*®

Some of the manuscripts below are assigned to Werden only because of the marginalia they
contain. Most of these manuscripts can be found in section d.

References to following catalogues are made below in the main text and the footnotes:

Becker and Brandis Becker and Brandis, Die theologischen lateinischen Handschriften

BK Bernhard Bischoff, Katalog der festlandischen Handschriften des
neunten Jahrhunderts (mit Ausnahme der wisigotischen), vols. 1-3

Bodarweé | Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’

Bodarwé |1 Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’

Fingernagel Fingernagel, Die illuminierten lateinischen Handschriften deutscher
Provenienz

Gerchow J. Gerchow (ed.), Das Jahrtausend der Modnche. Klosterwelt Werden
799-1803

Grutter et al. Gratter, Jung and Stephan-Maaser, Werdendes Ruhrgebiet

Inventar Inventar  der  mittelalterlichen  Handschriftenfragmente  at:

www.ulb.hhu.de/recherchieren/recherche-in-den-sammlungen-der-
ulb/inventar-der-handschriftenfragmente.html

Overgaauw Overgaauw, Die mittelalterlichen Handschriften der Universitéts- und
Landesbibliothek Miinster
Stlwer Stuwer, Das Erzbistum Koln

42 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 553.

43 |bid., 555.

4 1bid.

4 Rembold, ‘Rewriting the founder’, 384: ‘which can only circumstantially be placed at Werden’; Rose,
Verzeichniss der Lateinischen Handschriften 2.2:875.
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a. Included in Bischoff’s Katalog as having Werden origin or provenance

BERLIN, STAATSBIBLIOTHEK zU BERLIN, PREUBISCHER KULTURBESITZ

MS theol. lat. fol. 356 (9" century, 2/2; MS is 9" century, 1/4) —in Anglo-Saxon minuscule;
Caroline minuscule additions on fol. 1" and 1¥ only: BK 460 (‘1" in karol. Min. s. IX* (de
tribus fortissimis). Zus. u. Fpp. s. X u. XI, auch Neumen 1"’); Fingernagel, 1:103 (‘1¥
Nachtriage in karolingischer Minuskel des 9./10. Jahrhunderts”); Grtter et al., no. 295, p.
264 (‘eines Werdener Besitzvermerks in frithkarolingischer Minuskel aus dem 9.
Jahrhundert’); Gerchow, no. 102, pp. 382-83 (and no. 22 of the list on p. 56).

MS theol. lat. fol. 366 (9" century, 1/4) — in Anglo-Saxon minuscule, and Caroline
minuscule not noted in BK 463; however, see Bodarwé 1, 555 (‘Glossen [...] von
angelsdchsischen wie karolingischen Schreibern’); Gerchow, no. 378, p. 518 (see also no.
385, p. 527); Fingernagel, 1:102.

MS theol. lat. qu. 139 (9" century, 1/3 and 9"/10™ century) — in Anglo-Saxon minuscule
but Caroline minuscule used for Old Saxon gloss on fol. 2", the Capitulare evangeliorum
on fols. 129'-145" and list of relics on fol. 145"; BK 473 (‘niederdeutsch-angelséchsisches
Gebiet, wahrscheinlich Werden, IX. Jh., 1. Drittel und IX./X. Jh.”); Bodarwé I, 555 and
572; Fingernagel, 1:104.%

BONN, UNIVERSITATS- UND LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
MS S 367, fol. 110 (?) (9" century, in.) — in Anglo-Saxon minuscule, Caroline minuscule
rubrics only: BK 458 (‘Werden (oder Stidengland?), IX. Jh., Anfang’); Geil3, however,
lists a wider range of folios.*’

DUSSELDORF, UNIVERSITATS- UND LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
MS A 19 (?) (8"/9™ century) — in Anglo-Saxon minuscule, and Caroline minuscule not
noted in BK 1061 (‘entweder Werden (gegriindet ca. 793), aus den Anfangen des
Skriptoriums, oder England’); but Caroline minuscule corrections mentioned in
McKitterick, ‘The Anglo-Saxon Missionaries in Germany’, 297: ‘Werden seems in fact
more likely, in light of the form of the uncial script and the Caroline corrections’; see also
Gerchow, no. 14, p. 56, and no. 84, pp. 375-76.%8
MS E 2 (?) (9" century, 2/3) — BK 1071 (‘Rheinland, moglicherweise Werden’); Bodarwé
l, 561, n. 59; Gerchow, no. 113, p. 387.4

46 See also Tiefenbach, ‘Werden und die Anfinge’, 212, 214, and no. 64, p. 364: ‘eingefiigte altsichsiche Glosse
(fol. 27, ein wohl spétestens am Anfang des 10. Jhs. beigefugtes Capitulare evangeliorum (fol. 129"-145" in
karolingischer Minuskel [...], ein im 10. Jh. auf dem letzten Blatt nachgetragenes Werdener Reliquienverzeichnis
(fol. 145™)’; and Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog, no. 58, 1:247-49.

47 Fols. 64"-66, 69'—72V, 74'-77Y, 79", 81-83", 85-87Y, 102", 105", 112": GeiR, Katalog der mittelalterlichen
Handschriften, 161-64. According to BK 458, this MS is part of the unit Berlin, SBB-PKb, MS theol. lat. fol. 355
(fol. 1) + Berlin, SBB-PKb, MS theol. lat. fol. 362 (front binding) + Bonn, UB, MS S 367 (fol. 110) + Disseldorf,
UB, Fragm. K2:C119. No further information is available about Diisseldorf, UB, Fragm. K2:C119; it has therefore
been omitted from this list. This MS is mostly digitised, but fol. 110 is not; see: www.manuscripta-
mediaevalia.de/dokumente/html/obj31275279.

48 See also Gattermann, Handschriftencensus Rheinland, 300. According to BK 1061, this MS is one half of a unit
that also includes Tokyo, Toshiyutzi Takamiya Collection, MS s.n. Heptateuchus.

49 See also Seibt, Gleba and Griitter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:46; Hoffmann, Buchkunst und Kénigtum, 147; Miiller
and Janz-Wenig, Die mittelalterlichen Handschriften der Signaturengruppen E, F, G, N und P in der Universitats-
und Landesbibliothek Dusseldorf.
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Fragm. K19:708/01 (9" century; MS is 8"/9" century or 9" century, in.) — single-leaf
fragment in Anglo-Saxon minuscule; only the corrections are in Caroline minuscule: BK
1080.%°

HANNOVER, KESTNER-MUSEUM
MS Culemann Kat. | no. 1 (9" century, ex.; MS is 9" century, 1/4) — in Anglo-Saxon
minuscule with some corrections and marginalia in Caroline minuscule: BK 1496.

LEIDEN, UNIVERSITEITSBIBLIOTHEEK
MS VLQ 55, fols. 30-59" (c. 900) — BK 2220; Griitter et al., no. 281, p. 250.%*

b. Included in Bischoff’s Katalog as having origin or provenance in the region around
Werden

DUISBURG, LANDESARCHIV NORDRHEIN-WESTFALEN, ABTEILUNG RHEINLAND
Werden Abtei Akten I1X a 1a% (c. 880-890 and 10" century, 1/2) — BK 1054 (‘[ca.
Werden]”); Gritter et al., no. 285, p. 254; Bodarwé 1, 557 and 571; Gerchow, no. 255, pp.
450 and 452, image 35, p. 114 (see also p. 213).%

c. Not included in Bischoff’s Katalog, but assigned a Werden origin or provenance by other
scholars

BAMBERG, STAATSBIBLIOTHEK
MS Msc. Var. 1 (c. 1000) — Bodarwé I, 558 and 562; Grutter et al., no. 293, p. 262;
Gerchow, no. 122, p. 391.%*
MS Msc. Patr. 72 (c. 1000) — Bodarwé |, 558-59 (‘schon sicher Werden zuordnen’).>®

BERLIN, STAATSBIBLIOTHEK ZU BERLIN, PREURISCHER KULTURBESITZ
MS theol. lat. fol. 361 (?) (10" century) — Becker and Brandis 2:24.5
MS theol. lat. fol. 481 (?) (10" century) — Becker and Brandis 2:27.%

%0 See also Zechiel-Eckes, Katalog der friihmittelalterlichen Fragmente, 58. The other leaves of this MS are or
were preserved in Essen-Werden, Propsteiarchiv, Fragm. 2; Munich, BSB, Cgm. 187 111, and Miinster, ULB,
MS 271 (719).

8 The manuscript is partially digitised at:  https://socrates.leidenuniv.nl/R/-?func=dbin-jump-
full&object_id=680234, and described at: www.mmdc.nl/static/site/search/detail.ntml? searchMode=advanced
&recordld=3479&selectedRecordld=3479#r3479.

52 Formerly kept in Dusseldorf.

53 This manuscript is composed of four parts: two are from the late ninth century and two are from the tenth
century with eleventh-century additions. See also Seibt, Gleba and Griitter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:73-74 and
www.paderborner-repertorium.de/22116.

5 See also Suckale-Redlefsen, Die Handschriften des 8. bis 11. Jahrhunderts, no. 87, pp. 146-47 and images
480-81; Hoffmann, Bamberger Handschriften, 15 and 166, and image 9a.

%5 See also Suckale-Redlefsen, Die Handschriften des 8. bis 11. Jahrhunderts, no. 86, p. 146 and image 478;
Hoffmann, Bamberger Handschriften, 159.

% See also Rose, Verzeichniss der Lateinischen Handschriften 2.1:128-29; McKitterick, ‘The Uses of Literacy’,
203.

57 According to Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog, no. 57, 1:245-47: ‘nach Anfang des 10. Jahrhunderts wohl in
Essen entstanden’. See also Rose, Verzeichniss der Lateinischen Handschriften 2.1:54-55.
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MS s.n. (?) (10" century) — now lost (?), Stiiwer, no. 35, 3:68.%
MS s.n. (?) (c. 900) — now lost (?), Stiiwer, no. 36, 3:68.%°

BEURON, BIBLIOTHEK DER BENEDIKTINER-ERZABTEI
MS 29 8° (c. 1000) — Bodarwe 1, 557, 559 and 562; Gerchow, no. 366, p. 506 (‘Ende
10./Anf. 11. Jh.’).60

BUDAPEST, ORSZAGOS SZECHENY!1 KONYVTAR
Clmae 4 (?) (10" century, ex.) — 4 leaves; Bodarwé |, 559; Gerchow, no. 45, pp. 340-41.%
Clmae 7 (?) (10" century, ex.) — Bodarwé I, 559; Gerchow, no. 46, pp. 341-44 (‘Kéln oder
Werden’).®2

COLOGNE, ST CACILIEN
MS s.n. (?) (10" century, ex.) — now lost; Foerste, 12425 (‘wahrscheinlich Werden’).5

DESSAU, EHEMALIGES HERZOGLICHES RESIDENZSCHLOSS
MS s.n. (?) (10" century, ex.) — 2 leaves, now lost; Sanders, ‘Gernroder Predigt’ (‘am
wahrscheinlichsten Werden’), but assigned to Essen by Bodarwé.®*

DUISBURG, LANDESARCHIV NORDRHEIN-WESTFALEN, ABTEILUNG RHEINLAND
Werden Abtei Akten 1X a 1b% (10" century, ex.—11" century, in.; MS is 10" century, ex.—
12" century, in.) — Bodarwé |, 559-60; Griitter et al., no. 286, p. 255 (‘entstand vermutlich
ab dem Jahr 1000 [...] und wurde bis zum Anfang des 12. Jahrhunderts fortgesetzt’);
Gerchow, no. 256, pp. 451-53.

DUREN, LEOPOLD-HOESCH-MUSEUM
Fragm. s.n. (?) (10" century, 2/2) — now lost; Bodarwé 11, 62—63 (“vielleicht [...] Werdener
Moénche”).%®

DUSSELDORF, UNIVERSITATS- UND LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
MS D 2 (10" century) — fols. 16'—17"; Bodarwé 11, 56-57 (‘half ein Werdener Schreiber bei
der Anlage’).’
MS D 3 (10" century, 2/2) — Bodarwé I, 558 and 567—68 (‘von einer Werdener Hand”).®®

%8 See also McKitterick, ‘The Uses of Literacy’, 206; McKitterick, ‘Werden im Spiegel’, 351, no. 74; Schmidt,
‘Handschriften der Reichsabtei Werden’, 249, no. 52.

%9 See also McKitterick, ‘The Uses of Literacy’, 205; McKitterick, ‘Werden im Spiegel’, 351, no. 70; Smidt, ‘Ein
altes Handschriftenfragment der “Viri illustres™’, 125-35.

80 There seems to be an error in Bodarwé, as p. 559 lists the manuscript as a ‘Handschrift des 9./10. Jh.s’, while
p. 562 has ‘Ende 10./Anfang 11. Jh.". See also McKitterick, ‘The Uses of Literacy’, 204. Two folios are
reproduced in Seibt, Gleba and Grutter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:46-47.

61 See also Boreczky and Németh, Apollonius pictus; Boreczky and Németh, ‘Apollonius és Berwelpus’, 46-47
and 49; Bartoniek, Codices manu scripti latini 1:9.

82 Boreczky and Németh, ‘Apollonius és Berwelpus’, pp. 4647 and 49; Bartoniek, Codices manu scripti, 1:11—
13. See also the description at: www.handschriftencensus.de/17305.

83 See the description at: www.paderborner-repertorium.de/22869.

8 Bodarwé, Sanctimoniales litteratae, 128 and 370. See also the description at: www.paderborner-
repertorium.de/18901.

% Formerly kept in Dusseldorf.

% It is a hand from the beginning of the eleventh century according to Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog, no. 102,
1:318.

67 See also the description at: www.paderborner-repertorium.de/12783.

8 See also Schilp, ‘Minnerkloster und Frauenstift’, 75—76 with image 24 (see also p. 243).
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MS E 3 (?) (10" century) — Bodarwé |, 561, n. 59; Gerchow, no. 114, p. 387.°

Fragm. K02:F44 (?) (10" century) — 4 bifolia; Inventar.”

Fragm. K02:F49 (?) (10" century) — 9 bifolia; Inventar; Stiiwer, 3:66.

Fragm. K06:007A (?) (c. 1000) — 1 bifolium; Inventar.”

Fragm. K06:020 (?) (10" century) — 1 singleton; Inventar.

Fragm. K14:001 (?) (10" century) — 1 bifolium; Inventar.

Fragm. K14:002 (?) (c. 1000) — 1 bifolium; Inventar.

Fragm. K15:001 (?) (10" century) — 1 singleton; Inventar.

Fragm. K19:208/02 (?) (10" century, 2/2) — 1 singleton; Inventar.”

Fragm. K19:210/06 (10%" century) — 2 singletons; Inventar; Gerchow, no. 87, pp. 37677,
Bodarwé 1, 559.7

ESSEN-WERDEN, DIOZESANBIBLIOTHEK
Fragm. s.n. (?) (c. 900) — 2 leaves; Gerchow, no. 124, pp. 391-92 (‘Werden (?), 9./10.
Jh,).74

ESSEN-WERDEN, PROPSTEIARCHIV
Fragm. VIlla (?) (10" century; MS is 8"/9™ century or 9™ century, in.) — 2.5 leaves;
Inventar.”

KRAKOW, BIBLIOTEKA JAGIELLONSKA
Berol. MS lat. qu. 505 (?) (10" century) — listed as a possible Werden manuscript on the
website of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin (‘Werden?”).”®

LIPPETAL-HERZFELD, KATHOLISCHE KIRCHENGEMEINDE ST IDA
MS s.n. (c. 980) — Griitter et al., no. 298, p. 266; Gerchow, no. 134, pp. 400-401."7

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY
MS Egerton 267 (10" century) — fols. 7-10 (nota signs certainly from Werden); fols. 51—
52 (?); Bodarwé Il, 62-64, n. 44 and 50.

8 See also Miller and Janz-Wenig, Die mittelalterlichen Handschriften der Signaturengruppen E, F, G, N und
P in der Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Dusseldorf.

0 This manuscript was made in Essen, but the glosses (10" century, ex.—11™ century, in.) were written either in
Essen or Werden according to Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog no. 106, 1:326-28; see also the description at:
www.handschriftencensus.de/7062.

| would like to thank Dr Monika Miller for her expert consultation on this fragment, as well as fragments
K6:020, K14:001, K14:002 and K15:001.

2 However, Bodarwé is convinced that the manuscript was written in Essen; see Gerchow, no. 86, p. 376. The
glosses (10™ century, ex.—11™ century, in.) were written either in Essen or Werden according to Bergmann and
Stricker, Katalog, no. 106, 1:326-28 and no. 150, 1:413-14. See also Diren, L-H-M, Fragm. s.n.; Disseldorf,
ULB, Fragm. K02:F44; London, BL, MS Egerton 267, fols. 51-52, and Essen-Werden, Propsteiarchiv,
Fragm. Vllla.

3 The manuscript may be identical to Stiiwer 3:66, though the correlation is unclear.

"4 See also Hoffmann, ‘Das Fragment einer karolingischen oder ottonischen Briefsammlung’, 145-57: ‘Schrift ist
in die Zeit um die Jahrtausendwende’.

S See also Dusseldorf, ULB, Fragm. K02:F44. The manuscript was written in Essen according to Bergmann
and Stricker, Katalog, no. 150, 1:413-14. The description is available at: www.handschriftencensus.de/7063.

®  The manuscript description is at:  staatshibliothek-berlin.de/die-staatshibliothek/abteilungen/
handschriften/abendlaendische-handschriften/signaturenuebersicht/?action=permalink&request=31019432. See
also McKitterick, ‘The Uses of Literacy’, 204.

7 According to Gritter et al., the main text of the manuscript could be dated to c. 980, but in the catalogue by
Gerchow, the main text is dated to the early twelfth century. See also Hinz, Handschriftencensus Westfalen, 54—
55.
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STUTTGART, WURTTEMBERGISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
Cod. bibl. 4°32 (10" century, 3/4) — fols. 158'—172" (Capitulare evangeliorum); Bodarwé
I, 57-58 (‘von zwei Werdener Hénden’).

WOLFENBUTTEL, HERZOG-AUGUST-BIBLIOTHEK
Cod. Guelf. 321 Helmst. (10" century, 1/4) — Lesser (‘Werden’).”

d. Recorded in Bischoff’s Katalog as having origin or provenance in other regions, but
assigned a Werden origin or provenance by other scholars

BERLIN, STAATSBIBLIOTHEK ZU BERLIN, PREURISCHER KULTURBESITZ

MS theol. lat. fol. 344 (?) (9" century) — Fingernagel, 1:73-74 (‘Frankreich oder Werden
(?)); Stuwer, 3:67.7°

MS theol. lat. fol. 346 (?) (8"/9" century) — Fingernagel, 1:55; Stiiwer, 3:64.%

MS theol. lat. fol. 355, fols. 2-177 (?) (9" century, 1/2; MS is 9" century, 2/3) — 2 glosses
only; Bodarwé I, 572, n. 122 (‘zwei Glossen [...], die sprachlich nach Werden weisen’).5!
BK 458 does, however, locate fol. 1 of this MS, copied in Anglo-Saxon minuscule, to
Werden.

MS theol. lat. fol. 362 (?) (9" century) — Becker and Brandis 2:24.8

MS theol. lat. fol. 364 (?) (10" century) — note on fol. 1" only; Becker and Brandis 2:24.%

COLOGNE, ERZBISCHOFLICHE DIOZESAN- UND DOMBIBLIOTHEK
MS 106 (?) (c. 810) — Gattermann, 634—35.84

78 See the catalogue description at: diglib.hab.de/?db=mss&list=ms&id=321-helmst&catalog=Lesser.

® The description is taken from: bilder.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/HS/kataloge/HSK0524.htm. BK 455:
‘Nordostfrankreich (?), IX. Jh., wohl 3. Drittel’.

80 BK 456: “gleiches Skriptorium wie Berlin, SBB-PKb., MS theol. lat. fol. 354 (Erganzungen): Corbie oder unter
Mitwirkung von Corbie-Kriften, VIIL./IX. Jh.’; see Fingernagel, Die illuminierten lateinischen Handschriften
stid-, west- und nordeuropaischer Provenienz 1:55: ‘Corbie oder Werden (?), 8./9. Jh.”. For Berlin, SBB-PKb,
MS theol. lat. fol. 354, see Fingernagel, Die illuminierten lateinischen Handschriften siid-, west- und
nordeuropaischer Provenienz 1:53.

81 BK 459: ‘Frankreich, IX. Jh., ca. 2. Drittel’; Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog, no. 55, 1:242-44; Gerchow,
‘Liudger, Werden’, 56, no. 9 (see also p. 214); Fingernagel, Die illuminierten lateinischen Handschriften std-,
west- und nordeuropdischer Provenienz 1:60-61 (and images 167—-69): ‘Ostfrankreich (?)’.

82 BK 458 and 461: ‘unbestimmtes westdeutsches Skriptorium unter insularem EinfluB, IX. Jh., (1./)2. Drittel’.
See also Rose, Verzeichniss der Lateinischen Handschriften 2.1:95-96.

83 BK 462 mentions a connection to Werden as the MS was preserved there and contains a notice in what may be
a tenth-century Werden hand: ‘1" ein Eintr. iiber frithe Ausleihe der Hs. (s. X): “hic est liber quem petiit magister
V. mittere huc” (“huc”=Werden?)’; nevertheless, Bischoff does not assign this manuscript Werden origin or
provenance, but rather French: ‘wohl nordliches Frankreich, IX. Jh., ca. 3. Viertel’. The note is dated by Brandis
and Becker, Glanz alter Buchkunst, plate 8: ‘Westdeutschland, X. Jh.”; see also Rose, Verzeichnis der
Lateinischen Handschriften 2.2:838-39.

8 BK 1919: ‘nérdliches Rheinland, IX. Jh., 1. Drittel’. Bischoff noted the possibility of a Werden origin, but
expected greater Anglo-Saxon influence in this manuscript if that were the case. See also BK 2710 (regarding
Marburg, Hessisches Staatsarchiv, Hr 4, 20), ‘zu vergleichen mit K6ln, Dombibl., MS 106 (aus Werden?)?’;
according to Gerchow, no. 394, pp. 535-36: ‘nordliches Rheinland (Werden?)’. See also: www.ceec.uni-
koeln.de/ceec-cgi/kleioc/0010/exec/katl/%22kn28-0106%22.
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COLOGNE-RATH, COLLECTION OF DR C. FUNGLING
Fragm. s.n. (9" century, 1/3) — 1 singleton, now lost; Gerchow, no. 85, p. 376.%

COPENHAGEN, DET KONGELIGE BIBLIOTEK
Fragm. 19b/XV/111/2861 (?) (9" century, 3/3) — glosses; Tiefenbach, ‘Altsichsische
Uberlieferung’, 2:1228.8°

DUSSELDORF, UNIVERSITATS- UND LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

MS A 14 (?) (9" century) —some glosses only; Gerchow, no. 42, pp. 338-39 (‘wohl in
Werden [...] mit [...] (Glossen) versehen’); Griitter et al., no. 291, p. 260.%’

MS B 4, fol. I; (10" century) — Karpp, ‘Die Bibliothek der Benediktinerabtei’, 244 and 247
(‘von einer Werden zugehorigen Hand’); Bodarwé 11, 66. Although Bischoff does not
locate this manuscript to Werden, he records a note on fol. 2" as 9"/10" or 10"-century,
from Essen.®

MS B 79 (?) (9" century, 2/3-3/3) — Overgaauw, 267—68; Bodarwé I, 63-64 (‘Die
Korrekturen, Glossierungen und Nota-Zeichen [fols. 7Y, 9", 11Y-14"] entsprechen dagegen
dem Werdener Skriptorium’).%

MS B 81 (?) (9" century, 3/3) — Overgaauw, 273-74; Gerchow, no. 103, p. 383.%

MS D 1 (10" century, 3/3) — some additions only; Bodarwé 1, 566 (‘Werdener Schreiber’),
Bodarweé 11, 51-52. Although Bischoff does not locate this manuscript to Werden, he
records added ninth and tenth-century elements from Werden, Essen and Hildesheim. %

MS F 1 (10" century) — Bodarwé 1, 558 and 572—73, Bodarwé |1, 61 (‘Die Handschrift war
im 10. Jahrhundert in Werden geschrieben’), Gritter et al., no. 299, p. 267.%2

Fragm. K03:HO03 (c. 900) — 2 bifolia; Griitter et al., no. 292, p. 261.%

8 BK 1082: ‘Rheinland (Nihe von Koln)’. Bischoff’s judgement that this manuscript showed ‘Werdener
Schriftentwicklung’ in ‘Rezension: Richard Drogereit, Werden und der Heliand’, p. 9, is here marked ‘nicht
sicher’. The manuscript was composed of at least 26 leaves; the other leaves are or were preserved in Dsseldorf,
ULB, Fragm. K19:209/01; Essen-Werden, Propsteiarchiv, Fragm. 2; Munich, BSB, Cgm. 187 Ill, and
Munster, ULB, MS 271 (719).

8 BK 1997: ‘nérdliches Deutschland’; Bodarwé I, 572: “nicht sicher lokalisierbar sind die Interlinearglossen’. See
also the manuscript description at: www.handschriftencensus.de/17815.

87 BK 1060 localises this manuscript to ‘wahrscheinlich Nordostfrankreich’ and dates the glosses ‘Scholien und
Glossen ca. s. IX/X’. See also Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog, no. 103, 1:319-21; and the manuscript description
at: www.handschriftencensus.de/7057.

8 BK 1063: ‘etwa nordliches Rheinland’. See also the manuscript description in Die mittelalterlichen
Handschriften der Signaturengruppe B in der Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Disseldorf, 52 (digitised at:
digital.ub.uni-duesseldorf.de/ihd/content/pageview/4540239), which gives the location as ‘ndrdliches Rheinland’;
Karpp, ‘Die Anfinge einer Biichersammlung’, 125-27 and 129 (see also p. 167).

8 BK 1064: ‘wohl nérdliches Frankreich’. See also the manuscript description in Die mittelalterlichen
Handschriften der Signaturengruppe B in der Universitéts- und Landesbibliothek Dusseldorf, 267 (digitised at:
digital.ub.uni-duesseldorf.de/ihd/content/pageview/4540526), which gives the location as ‘Nordfrankreich oder
Werden (?)’; Karpp, ‘Bemerkungen zu den mittelalterlichen Handschriften’, 17374, 183 and 199.

% BK 1065: ‘wohl nérdliches Frankreich’. See also the manuscript description in Die mittelalterlichen
Handschriften der Signaturengruppe B in der Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Dusseldorf, 273 (digitised at:
digital.ub.uni-duesseldorf.de/ihd/content/pageview/4540534), which gives the location as ‘Nordfrankreich oder
Werden (?)’; Seibt, Gleba and Griitter, Vergessene Zeiten, 1:46.

91 BK 1069: ‘ein belgisches oder nordostfranzdsisches Zentrum (?)’.

92 BK 1073: ‘Niederdeutschland, IX. Jh., 3. Drittel’. See Bergmann and Stricker, Katalog, no. 105, 1:323-26; and
the manuscript description at: www.handschriftencensus.de/7061. See also Miiller and Janz-Wenig, Die
mittelalterlichen Handschriften der Signaturengruppen E, F, G, N und P in der Universitats- und
Landesbibliothek Dusseldorf.

% BK 1074: ‘Nordwestdeutschland (?)’. See also Zechiel-Eckes, Katalog der frihmittelalterlichen Fragmente,
33; Seibt, Gleba and Gritter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:42 and 44-45.
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Fragm. K19:209/01 (9" century, 1/3) — 8 leaves; Gerchow, no. 85, p. 376.%

ESSEN-WERDEN, PROPSTEIARCHIV
Fragm. 2 (9™ century, 1/3; the MS is 8"/9" century or 9™ century, in.) — 7 leaves (?), now
lost (?); Gerchow, no. 85, p. 376; Grutter et al., no. 297, p. 265 (‘Werden, 1. Viertel 9.
Jh.).%

LEIPZIG, UNIVERSITATSBIBLIOTHEK
Thomas 4073 (Ms) (?) (c. 850) — 1 singleton; Griitter et al., no. 296, p. 265.%

MUNICH, BAYERISCHE STAATSBIBLIOTHEK
Cagm. 187 111 (9" century, 1/3; the MS is 8"/9" century or 9" century, in.) — 4 leaves;
Gerchow, no. 85, p. 376.%

MUNSTER, UNIVERSITATS- UND LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
MS 271 (719) (9" century, 1/3; the MS is 8"/9" century or 9" century, in.) — 6 (?) leaves,
destroyed in 1945; Gerchow, no. 85, p. 376.%

e. Manuscripts with Werden features made in other centres

BRUSSELS, BIBLIOTHEQUE ROYALE DE BELGIQUE
MS 9987-9991 (?) (9™ century, 1/2-10"™ century) — some glosses only; Bergmann and
Stricker, vol. 1, no. 82, pp. 287-89.%

Letter-forms

Caroline minuscule

% BK 1082: ‘Rheinland (Nihe von K&ln)’. See also Zechiel-Eckes, Katalog der frihmittelalterlichen Fragmente,
62.

% BK 1082 describes this part of the former manuscript as a fragment of 7 leaves that is now lost: ‘Von 26 Bl.
(Diisseldorf: 8 BI.; Miinchen: 4 Bl.; Miinster: 6 Bl.; Werden: 7 Bl.; K&ln: 1 Bl.) sind nur Diisseldorf [...] und
Miinchen greifbar (Miinster: 1945 vernichtet; Werden und Koln: verschollen [...] Rheinland (Ndhe von Kéln),
IX. Jh., 1. Drittel’. However, Freise does not explicitly cite the manuscript’s number of leaves or its state of
conservation. See also Ganz, ‘The Liber glossarum’, 127-36. The other leaves of this MS are or were preserved
in DUsseldorf, ULB, Fragm. K19:209/01; Munich, BSB, Cgm. 187 111, and Minster, ULB, MS 271 (719).
% BK 336: ‘Niederdeutschland’. Spieker: ‘Entstehungsort unbekannt, Werden (?)’. Another fragment of this
manuscript is Berlin, Deutsches Historisches Museum, Bibliothek, R 56/2537, described at:
www.handschriftencensus.de/8335.

% BK 1082: ‘Rheinland (Nihe von Koln)' and BK 2912: ‘Werdener Glossar, s. Diisseldorf, UB, Fragm.
K19:Z09/01°. Freise: “Werden’. The other leaves of this MS are or were preserved in Dusseldorf, ULB, Fragm.
K19:Z09/01; Essen-Werden, Propsteiarchiv, Fragm. 2; and Munster, ULB, MS 271 (719).

% BK 1082: ‘Rheinland (Nihe von K&ln)’. Freise counts only 2 leaves. The other leaves of this MS are or were
preserved in Dusseldorf, ULB, Fragm. K19:709/01; Essen-Werden, Propsteiarchiv, Fragm. 2; and Munich,
BSB, Cgm. 187 IIL.

% BK 738: “Wohl Nordostfrankreich oder Belgien, IX. Jh., ca. 3. Viertel’. According to Bergmann and Stricker,
these are ‘Glossen wohl im spdteren 9. und 10. Jh. in Essen oder Werden eingetragen’; see:
www.handschriftencensus.de/6914 and www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200108/
A24C87BF5C80CF1EAFEDO0190EA535C292B1B4EG7.html.
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Unlike other book production centres such as Echternach, there is no specific writing style
associated with Werden.® Such a style would be difficult to determine in any case.** As early
as c. 820, Caroline minuscule was established as the principal script of book production at
Werden and only a few letter forms and abbreviations still showed Anglo-Saxon influence.1%?
From the middle of the ninth century, Caroline minuscule was the only script used in
Werden.® It is not known why Anglo-Saxon minuscule fell out of usage.*

According to Katrinette Bodarwé, the characteristics of handwriting in Werden manuscripts —
not limited to Caroline minuscule — are as follows:

— the use of abbreviations and ligatures derived from the Irish tradition, such as an
attached “i’.1%®

— the allograph ‘cc’ for an ‘a’ hanging below the baseline.

— Tironian ‘et’.

— the use of uncial ‘N’ (mid-word as well as at the beginning or end) with a very short
final stroke.

— ‘g’ with an open, widely looping descender that veers to the right, so that the whole
letter resembles the Arabic numeral 3.1% This is a feature of both Caroline and Anglo-
Saxon minuscule ‘g’ in Figure 1.

Figure 1. The characteristic ‘g’ (col. 2, 1. 1 and 5) in DUsseldorf, ULB, Fragm. K19:Z209/01,
fol. 4¥ (with kind permission of the Universitéts- und Landesbibliothek Dusseldorf).

100 Fychs, Hahn and Oltrogge, ‘Die Arbeit im Werdener Skriptorium’, 232.

101 See Seibt, Gleba and Gritter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:38.

102 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 554—55; Karpp, ‘Die Bibliothek der Benediktinerabtei’, 243.

103 Tiefenbach, ‘Werden und die Anfinge’, 212.

104 Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’, 50.

105 Bodarwé does not cite a concrete example, but she may have the ‘mi’ ligature in mind. See Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte
zweier Konvente’, 58, n. 29.

106 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 558, n. 45; Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’, 51, n. 6; Tiefenbach,
‘Altséchsische Volkssprache’, 75.
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Anglo-Saxon minuscule

Bodarwé mentions the use of typical insular ligatures such as ‘mec’ or ‘mj’, and the use of the
& ligature in the middle of words, as typical of Werden.'%” Monika Miiller from the Diisseldorf
University Library emphasises the frequent use of a very long ‘s’ longa, and of the ‘st’
ligature.1%®

Other key features

A particular characteristic of Werden book production, according to Bodarwé, is the use of iron
gall ink ranging from light to dark brown in colour; however, as iron gall ink was widely used
in the early middle ages, this cannot be a distinguishing feature of Werden. % According to E.
Freise, another characteristic of Werden scribes is the custom of noting their own names in the
margin in the central part of the codex.!'® Unfortunately, he does not state which time period
these scribes belong to. This feature could not be observed in the manuscripts listed above.

107 Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’, 58, n. 29.

108 | would like to thank Dr Monika Miiller for her expert consultation.

109 Bodarwé, ‘Werden und Essen’, 558, n. 45; Bodarwé, ‘Kontakte zweier Konvente’, 51, n. 6.
110 Seibt, Gleba and Griitter, Vergessene Zeiten 1:38.
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