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A Study on the Relationship between Han Chinese Settlement
Development and Landformsin Taipei Area
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Abstract

People used to choose their settlement sites with special regard to geomorphic conditions. Those
sites mostly located at riversides, terraces, fans, and basins. As a result, the location of settlement revealed
both resource depending and the interaction with surrounding environment.

According to history documents and archaeological evidences, some settlements were already founded
in Keelung, Tanshui and the north coast by Spanish and Han Chinese during the early 17 century. Then
the Han Chinese followed the aborigines' steps and came into Taipei Basin from the estuary of the
Tanshui River. Under the threaten of floods and the Plain-Tribes, the Han Chinese expanded their
territory from the west of basin to the east gradually and the settlement sites turned from scatttering
points to line extensions along the main-stream of Tanshui River and by the tributaries: the Keeling
River, the Hsintien River and the Tahan River. During the late years of Chien-Lung in Ching Dynasty,
with the establishment of irrigation systems, the location of settlement expanded beyond the control of
nature factors step by step. At that time, in addition to prolong their land forward to the upstream of
rivers and the surrounding hills, the Han Chinese developed the settlement pattern from lines to network
even geometry of plane. By the end of Ching Dynasty, the development of settlement in Taipei Basin was
very fast and clustered together. Moreover, Taipei also became the third-largest city in Taiwan. During
the period of Japanese occupancy, streets, blocks and buildings increased rapidly because of the urban
development plan, and the Taipei Metropolitan grew into the biggest city in the end.

By examining settlement names and their locations, the process of settlement development in Taipei

Basin were discovered. In the early time, the Han Chinese often built their settlements near the sites of
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aborigines or on the terraces, river confluences, sandbars, alluvial plains as well as high banks of rivers.
Moreover, the vicissitude of many settlements relied on their surrounding landform transitions, like
river channels change or flood events. Therefore, the procedures of settlement development indicated
their close relationship with landform environment.

Keywords: Han Chinese Settlement, Taipei Area
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