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ABSTRACT

Alfred Bader begins this interview with a discussion of his
early years in Vienna, including his family background and
Gymnasium education. This is followed by additional education
in England, living in Canada as a refugee, and his undergraduate
education at Queen's University. Bader then describes his
graduate education with Louis F. Fieser at Harvard, and
discusses the faculty and friends during his tenure there. The
interview continues with Bader's move to Milwaukee, his research
with PPG, and the origin and growth of the Aldrich Chemical
Company, including the merger with Sigma Chemical Company and
the decision to go public. The interview concludes with Bader's
comments on his art collection and family matters.

INTERVIEWER

Arnold Thackray majored in the physical sciences before
turning to the history of science, receiving a Ph.D. from
Cambridge University in 1966. He has held appointments at
Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, the Institute for Advanced Study,
the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, and
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In 1983 he received the
Dexter Award from the American Chemical Society for outstanding
contributions to the history of chemistry. He is Director of
the Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry.
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