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1. IntroductIon

There are only few journals (namely, Electronic 
Government, an International Journal (EG), 
International Journal of Electronic Government 
Research (IJEGR), Government Information 
Quarterly and Transforming Government: 
People, Process and Policy (TGPPP)) that 
publishes research on e-government. IJEGR 
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AbstrAct
This paper analyses the first five volumes of research published in the International Journal of Electronic 
Government Research (IJEGR). All 90 papers that appeared between the years of 2005 and 2009 are analysed 
by extracting information on the following variables: most active authors, gender of the contributors, academic 
expertise/research area, background (academic vs. practitioner), number of co-authors, universities associ-
ated with the most publications, geographical diversity of the authors and occupations of the contributors. 
Findings suggest that there are very few authors contributing to more than one article in IJEGR. Findings 
also suggest that there are imbalances in terms of authors’ discipline, gender and background. Finally, this 
paper illustrates the institutions supporting electronic government research and countries and regions pro-
moting e-government research and practice. The main contribution of this research lies in understanding the 
evolution and patterns of the electronic government research community.

is one of two oldest outlets for such research 
and has already published substantial research 
in the area of e-government in its first five 
volumes. As described on its home page “The 
International Journal of Electronic Govern-
ment Research (IJEGR) is a peer-reviewed, 
multi-disciplinary, international journal that 
publishes high-quality, original research about 
electronic government. The journal also serves 
as a forum for scholars and practitioners to 
present theoretical and philosophical discus-
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sions on current issues relating to the practice 
of electronic government.1”

Since this is an emerging cross disciplin-
ary area of research, a longitudinal review 
of the e-government outlets would help to 
depict evolution of the domain in terms of the 
research community engaged in creating the 
body of knowledge and various theoretical and 
methodological practices. Gronlund (2005) 
analysed 170 papers published at three major 
e-government conferences, namely, DEXA 
E-govt (Europe Based), Digital Government 
conference based in US and the European Con-
ference on E-Government. This study examined 
conference papers in terms of rigour, relevance, 
and use of theory (Gronlund, 2005). Similarly a 
number of other previous studies have explored 
and reviewed theoretical and methodological 
practices (Al-Sebie et al., 2005; Belanger et al., 
2005; Chircu, 2008; Ghapanchi et al., 2008; 
Gottschalk, 2007; Heeks & Bailure, 2007; Irani 
et al., 2007; Palanisamy, 2004; Yildiz, 2007; Wu 
et al., 2009) of research in the electronic govern-
ment area. However, only one attempt has been 
made to depict the demographic profile of the 
electronic government researchers published in 
the TGPPP (Dwivedi, 2009). Since IJEGR has 
completed five years of publication, it is useful 
to create a demographic profile of the authors 
as it will help to create a profile of researchers 
publishing in the area of e-government. Such 
efforts will provide new researchers in the area 
of e-government with a list of active researchers 
for collaboration and guidance, as well as help 
future editors and associate editors with a list 
of potential expert reviewers (Palvia & Pinjani, 
2007; Dwivedi & Kuljis, 2008; Dwivedi et al., 
2008, 2009).

Considering the above discussion this 
paper conducted an analysis of 90 IJEGR pub-
lications in terms of: E-government research 
trends; gender of contributing authors; authors 
background (i.e., home departments, academics 
or practitioners); number of co-authors; affili-
ations of the authors; and geographic diversity 
of contributing authors.

The remainder of this paper is structured as 
follows. Section 2 provides a very brief discus-

sion of the profiling methods employed in the 
analysis. The findings are presented in Section 
3. Finally, Section 4 presents conclusions and 
future research directions from this work.

2. reseArch Method

The profiling approach has been success-
fully employed by previous studies to develop 
profiles of contributors of a number of IS and 
related journals including the European Jour-
nal of Information Systems (EJIS) (Dwivedi 
& Kuljis, 2008), Information & Management 
(I&M) (Claver et al., 2000; Palvia et al., 2007), 
Information Systems Journal (ISJ) (Avison 
et al., 2008), Information Systems Frontiers 
(Dwivedi et al., 2009), Journal of Electronic 
Commerce Research (JECR) (Dwivedi et al., 
2008) and Transforming Government: People, 
Process and Policy (Dwivedi, 2009). Since this 
paper is trying to achieve a similar objective 
the utilisation of such an approach was also 
deemed appropriate for profiling the research 
community engaged in publishing in the IJEGR.

This study examined all IJEGR papers 
published between the years 2005 and 2009. A 
total of 90 research articles were analysed to col-
lect data on variables such as the authors name, 
university/institution, country and geographic 
region as well as the authors’ backgrounds. Insti-
tutional contribution was examined by utilizing 
a normal count approach in which one count 
was allocated to each author even if they were 
from the same institution. A similar approach 
was adapted for analysing most prolific authors. 
Country and geographic location variables, as 
well as occupations of authors were accom-
plished using analysis techniques adapted from 
previous studies (Avison et al., 2008; Dwivedi, 
2009; Dwivedi et al., 2008, 2009).

3. reseArch FIndIngs

3.1 Most Prolific Authors

An analysis was conducted to identify authors 
who published the most in the first five volumes 
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