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Together, We stand firm

As the Old Chinese saying goes "At thirty, |
stood firm.", describing a man at his prime stage in
life, where he has grown to be independent and is
able to take the lead and not be altered by others.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of
the Hong Kong Sports Press Association. The
press industry has gone through tremendous
development in the past 30 years; since the
invention of the World Wide Web by Sir Tim
Berners-Lee in 1991, a completely new world has
opened up to the media industry. From the Web 1.0
era to the present Web 2.0 era, the transmission
of information accelerated at an unstoppable
rate. The current 5G network will soon take us to
the Web 3.0 era bringing further revolutionary
changes. I still remember the days when reporters
had to conduct interviews, draft dispatches, fax
the draft back to the office for editing and printing,
it was a long process before the finished product
reached the audiences. But now, with just a
mobile device, reporters can conduct interviews
and live stream it to the world with just a click of a button!

Although technology is able to help us
deliver information to our audiences instantly,
more important is the mentality and the way
that the media industry chooses to report, their
content management, their writing and shooting
techniques and their final presentation. For sports
reporting especially, without the hard work of
sports reporters and the editorial team, it may
be difficult for audiences to feel the passion and
excitement of the sports event being reported.
With technology developing so rapidly, the media
industry faces new challenges every day, therefore
we must strive to learn the latest technology to
embrace this new era. Whether we are part of the
newspaper, magazine, radio, television, internet
or new media sector, we must stand by our most
initial aspirations and our post. The Hong Kong
Sports Press Association will continue to assist
our members and industry workers to continue to
grow and develop with the new era.

Together, We stand firm.

Patrick Li

Chairman of
Hong Kong Sports Press Association
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International Young Sports

Reporters Training Camp
2018.4.1 to 2018.4.9

The inaugural International Young Sports Reporters
Training Camp 2018 organized by Hong Kong Sports Press
Association (HKSPA) curtain down with the fireworks
finale of the Hong Kong SEVENS at the Hong Kong
Stadium packed with the full house 40,000 spectators
coming from all over the globe in April, 2018.

Raymond Chiu, HKSPA's vice-chairman and one
of the mentors of International Sports Press Association
Young Sports Reporters training programme since 2011,
brought back to Asia the concept initiated from Gianni
Merlo, the President of AIPS and developed the project
since 2013 which was limited to two straits four regions in
East Asia including China, HK, Taiwan, and Macau.

In 2015, the project has expanded to the Asia level
and received recognition and praise from participants of
various Asian countries and regions. In 2018, the event has
taken a further step to an international level to celebrate
the 30th Anniversary of HKSPA which was established in
1988 after the Seoul Olympics.

In 2017, HKSPA assisted AIPS Asia to organize a
media tour of 15 YSRs from Asia to cover the 5th Asian
Indoor and Martial Arts Games in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.

The nine-day training camp in 2018 was taken place
in both Nasha of Guangzhou and Hong Kong. A total of 47
participants coming from countries and regions including:
China, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Paraguay, the Netherlands,
Ghana, Bahrain, Mongolia, Columbia, Mongolia and
Uganda.

The young sports reporters (YSR) packed home with
lots of fun, the connection buildup during the training
camp, the professional manner and attitude of a sports
journalist, and the most important is the ignition of the

passion, vision, and determination in their career path
in the future and towards the Tokyo Olympics 2020 two
years later.

During the training camp, veteran journalists were
invited to lecture the young reporters. The YSR could carry
out theories into practical reporting life. The training camp
also provides a platform for them to exchange culture and
improve their professional skills and knowledge. They
have attended the sports experience including rugby, golf,
sports climbing, cricket and lacrosse. There were also
lectures to improve their news writing and photography
skills by tactful journalists and photographer from South
China Morning Post and Canon. Onsite visitation to TVB
City, Hong Kong Sports Institute and Chu Hai College of
Higher Education was also arranged.

"HKSPA is lucky to get full support from our former
President Mr. Timothy FOK and the current President Mr.
Kenneth FOK. We are also grateful for all the sponsors
and supporting organizations. Without them, we couldn't
make the training camp so successful." said Raymond
Chiu, the Principal mentor of the camp.

The International Young Sports Reporters
Training Camp 2018 is presented by Macau Fok Ying
Tung Foundation and supported by Hong Kong Sports
Institute, Hong Kong Rugby Union, Hong Kong Lacrosse
Association, Hong Kong Cricket Association, E-Sports
Association of Hong Kong, Chu Hai College of Higher
Education, Hong Kong Disneyland, Canon, Red Bull and
Just Climb.

The programme will continue to provide a platform
for the YSR to learn, practice and communicate. Details of
the 2019 version of International Young Sports Reporters
Training Camp will be released at the end of 2018.

Hong Kong Sports Press Association 30" Anniversary Commemorative Issue

Nicholas Chan &

Participated in 2016 Asian Young Sports Reporters Training Camp, graduated
from CUHK School of Journalism and Communication, Sports Reporter of Now Sports

Unforgettable Asian Young Sports
Reporters Training Camp

I still remember back in the days, my dad, who
is a high school PE teacher, used to make me and my
younger sister stayed up late and watched Olympic
Games with him. It was 2004, the Athens Olympic,
when Hong Kong table-tennis combo, Li Ching and Ko
Lai-Chak, made history and brought home our first-
ever silver Olympic medal. The post-race interview was
extraordinarily emotional, | recalled both the players
and the reporter shed tears in front of the screen. That
was the time when | dreamed that one day I will get to
witness these historical moments.

Right before graduating from journalism school,
I 'am more than thankful to be given an opportunity
to participate the Asian Younger Sports Reporter
Training Camp, as we reported on one of the biggest
tournament in town, the Rugby Seven, and these
experiences reminded me that little dream. | carried
on the lessons, the skills and the connections |
acquired during the camp and started working with
TV stations, newspapers and online medias in Hong
Kong which later equipped me for working in a bigger

stage. During the past year, | followed AIPS to report on
IAAF Diamond League in Doha, World Championship
in London and Asian Indoor Games in Ashgabat,
Turkmenistan, which as a rookie reporter, this is a
dream coming true.

Because those are big moments to me. Like
waiting Usain Bolt at the super crowded mix zone
after his finale in the World Champ, doing an exclusive
interview with the rising star who defeated Bolt twice,
Christian Coleman, listening to his ambition of being
the next face of the track, working alongside with
experienced journalists coming from all round the
world and of course, witnessing Hong Kong athletes
performing outstandingly, these are moments | will
remember the rest of my life. | want to thank you
again for being given the chances to be equipped,
be empowered and be brought to world stages, as
we live the dream of being a sport reporter. Matches,
competitions are exciting but the journey, the people
are even more fascinating. | wish the association all
the success in the coming years, in grooming a young
generation of sports reporters that continue the
passion of this industry.
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Ritah Aliguma

Vice President of Uganda Sports Press Association

Hong Kong Young Reporters Program,
True Journalism Training Ground!

The true values in life are those that go beyond
the things we can see and feel, such as happiness,
friendship and love through the power of connection.

Over the years, Hong Kong Sports Press
Association has worked with hundreds of sports
journalists from Asia, Africa, Europe, Middle East
among other countries to help them understand sports
journalism so that they can report accurately and
comprehensively.

The journalists program has had such great impact
to whoever has a chance to attend as a student, reporter
or mentor through personal testimonies about people
who have inspired or mentored them.

"l once was lost, but now | am found! Now | know
the right path in my journalism career after this young
reporters program”, One young reporter confessed.

I have personally learnt something new and
earned great experience every time | attend the
prestigious international young reporters program in

Hong Kong. This is evident with my leadership skills
in Uganda Sports Press Association where | have now
served as first female Vice President for four years and
the Aliguma foundation, a charity organisation geared
towards empowering women, youth and the children
through sports.

When you talk about the YSR, definitely, his name
can never go unmentioned. He is Raymond Chiu, the
Vice Chairman of Hong Kong Sports Press Association.
Together with his special and very hard working team,
The Association President, and the partners have made
this a successful camp annually changing lives, and
building the future.

Since the programme began at the 2013 Hong
Kong Rugby sevens season, the Young Reporters
Programme has been a smashing success. Indeed it’ s
important to enjoy the little things in life, for one day
you may look back and realize they were the big things,
which indeed the YSR has been such a big thing. In fact
one of the things I'm comfortably settled on in this life is
the value of appreciation in all we do, appreciation for
all we have, for the world around us, and for that matter,
Thank you Hong Kong Sports Press Association for
giving back to all sports journalists of the generation.
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Writer's intro:

NazviCareem was born in Sri Lanka but has lived in
Hong Kong since he was two years old and considers
Hong Kong his home. He has mostly been with the
South China Morning Post since 1989 but has also
worked in Singapore for Singapore Press Holdings
and Mediacorp. He was website director for the
Asian Football Confederation from 2008 to 2011
and was also a journalism lecturer for Malaysia's
UCSI University for six years. He now lives mostly
in Malaysia but works remotely for the SCMP as a
senior production editor and writer.

Internet forcing journalists
to upgrade skills and change
how they deliver news

Imagine you are a restaurant owner. For years,
who have had a successful menu. Customers would
choose what they want from that menu, you would
prepare the meal, they would consume the meal,
pay for it and go away happy to return another day.
Business is good.

Then one day a strange thing happens.

A customer asks for an item that is not on the
menu. The waiter tells the patron that, sorry, we don't
serve this. So the customer says: "Can you make it
especially for me?" The waiter, after consulting you,
tells the customer: "Sorry, we only serve what is on the
menu."

So, the customer leaves without ordering
anything. You are not worried because it's just one
customer. However, the next day, another customer
demands the same thing, and you say "no" and they leave.
And it gets worse. The next day, one your loyal diners
demands something that is off the menu and when you
can't oblige, he also leaves and never comes back.

Then one morning, you look across the street
and you see a new restaurant has opened. And you
see many of your regular customers eating there. And
you see a big sign on the restaurant saying "No menu.
Order what you want and we will make it for you."

Within a few weeks, the new place has taken
all your customers you must close the restaurant.
Although such a phenomenon has yet to affect the
food industry, journalists will understand the parables
of this story.

News outlets around the world are changing,
journalists are changing and the way they deliver news
is changing because of the internet and social media.

Our readers are no longer happy with a set menu.
Each individual reader has his or her own news tastes,
whether it is politics, entertainment or sports, and
news organisations must cater to these demands or
face extinction.

In past, newspapers, radio and television set the
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agenda. News consumers had no choice but to read,
listen and watch whatever was given to them.

Internet change readers' habit

Now, though, the internet has transformed the
way consumers absorb news. If they do not like what
you have to offer, they will go elsewhere with a simply
mouse click or touch of a finger on the screen of a
mobile device.

The news outlets that recognise the need to
change are the ones that will give themselves a chance
to survive.

Unus Alladin, a journalist with the South China
Morning Post for more than 30 years, has seen for
himself how the global journalism landscape has
changed and how journalists themselves must change
if they want to remain relevant.

One of skills Alladin has had
to learn is that of Search Engine
Optimisation (SEO). With a potential
readership of 2 billion internet users
around the world, SEO allows a
journalist to identify the words the
people are searching for on Google
and cater to their needs.

SEO is very important

"SEQ is very important, it is so
different than before," said Alladin,
who has attended a number of SEO

classes given by SCMP to train their  ynuys Alladin, a journalist with SCMP, has

In addition, there is a rise in people reading
news from mobile messaging applications such as
Whatsapp.

Then there is the problem of "fake news". The
internet gives anyone who wants to write the platform
to provide news, through their own blogs or websites.
The majority of these writers are not qualified
journalists and may not adhere to the same standards
of source and fact checking as established news
organisations.

And this is reflected in the level of trust users put
in online news.

"Across all countries, the average level of trust in
the news in general remains relatively stable at 44 per
cent," said Reuters. "Just over half (51 per cent) agree
that they trust the news media they themselves use

most of the time.

"By contrast, 34 per cent say
they trust news they find via search
and fewer than a quarter say they
trust the news they find in social
media."

The survey also found more
than half of readers are concerned
about fake news and believe it
is the responsibility of the major
news outlets to fix the problem of
unreliable news.

One of the major concerns for

staff on how to reach out to readers  seen for himself how global journalism ~ NEWS outlets is how to earn money

in the modern world.

"The readers have go to be attracted to the story
otherwise they simply won't click on. We live in a world
of page views. Print is a dying art.

"Clever headlines do not work these day for
internet, although it might work on print. Usually in
sport, you have to use words such as '‘badminton’, 'Lee
Chong Wei', 'cancer etc to attract the reader.

"However, what might work now may not work in
the future because of the ever-changing dynamics of
digital journalism.”

Indeed, even news on the internet has yet to
consolidate into establish patterns as new digital
applications emerge. For instance, a Reuters research
study found that news extracted from social media
platforms is falling, mostly because of the decline in
use of Facebook to post news.

landscape has changed.

from publishing news online. Some

publishers, such as SCMP, has
decided to remove its pay-wall and rely on advertising
for revenue. However, the Reuters study shows that
there was a marginal increase in the number of people
paying for news online.

Whatever the case, what cannot be denied is
that news outlets in most countries no longer have
the power to set their own news agenda. They must
either cater to what the customer wants or provide
niche news that is exclusive and specialised to such an
extent that readers have nowhere else to go. And that
is difficult.

Thankfully, restaurants still rely on menus. But
for journalists, it is imperative that they learn new skills
and recognise the fact that the profession is changing.
Otherwise they will be left behind.
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