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Gushue chasing
third straight
Brier title to tie
Alberta’s Ferbey
for most titles
in a row, but 
a tough field
in Brandon
stands in his way
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Call it a three-peat. Or maybe, to be more 
Canadian, a natural hat trick of Brier titles.

That’s what Team Canada, skipped by Brad 
Gushue is aiming for at the 2019 Tim Hortons Brier. 

Actually, you might wonder what took so long for 
him to get to this point. Even though he won an Olympic 
gold medal in 2006, along with his long-time third Mark 
Nichols, it took Gushue until his 14th Brier appearance 
representing Newfoundland and Labrador before he won 
his first national men’s title, fittingly enough, in his 
hometown of St. John’s. 

Since winning on that emotional, dramatic day on The 
Rock two years ago, Gushue’s squad — which includes 
second Brett Gallant, lead Geoff Walker and coach Jules 
Owchar — has been the best-of-the-best in this country 
and the world, too.

Between the 2018 Brier in Regina (12-1) and St. 
John’s (11-2), the Gushue gang is 23-3 at the last two 
Briers. After running the table (13-0) at the 2017 world 
championships in Edmonton, the only blip was a loss 
to Sweden’s Niklas Edin in the 2018 world final in Las 
Vegas. Those numbers have to have most skips shaking 
in the hack.

Now they’re back shooting for their third in a row. 

The only other team to win three consecutive Briers was 
Alberta’s Randy Ferbey, Dave Nedohin, Marcel Rocque 
and Scott Pfeiffer who won in 2001, 2002 and 2003.

There was, however, another blip for Gushue during 
those two years, losing out on a second trip to the 
Olympics when they ran into a red-hot skip, Mike 
McEwen, in the semifinal of the 2017 Tim Hortons 
Roar of the Rings in Ottawa eventually won by Kevin 
Koe’s team from Calgary. Koe, who rarely lacks for 
competitive motivation, will certainly have some in the 
form of redemption for missing making the podium at the 
2018 Olympic Games in South Korea.

Koe’s team has a new look this season. When third 
Marc Kennedy decided the week-to-week winter grind 
was getting to be too much, Koe recruited McEwen’s 

long-time third, B.J. Neufeld, with that team going its 
separate ways after more than a decade together. Second 
Brent Laing also returned to Ontario to hook up with 
his former front-end friend Craig Savill and skip John 
Epping. In his place is Colton Flasch who tried skipping 
his own squad last season after playing second for 
Saskatchewan’s Steve Laycock, who, like Flasch, is back 
and playing for a different province. Koe did keep lead, 
Ben Hebert, though.

Can he make it a
THREE-PEAT?By GRANT GRANGER

Tankard Times Associate Editor

Gushue looking for a little more magic at Brier

Continued
Opposite page

Brad Gushue and his team from St. 
John’s, NL, have had an excellent 
run at the Brier, starting with their 
win at home two years ago. Now, 
after winning in Regina last season,  
they’re looking to win a third in a row 
in Brandon.
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remax.ca

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.

IS PROUD 
TO SUPPORT

The Experience. 
The Tools. 
The Know-How.
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent.

ROCK SOLID.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE TEAMS AT THE 2019 TIM HORTONS BRIER!

A PROUD PAST, A STRONG FUTURE.

Visit one our 16 locations for all your parts, service, and equipment needs
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

MAZERGROUP.CA

The team has gone 
through several experimental 
permutations since McEwen 
joined his good buddy, second 
Derek Samagalski and lead 
Colin Hodgson with former third 
Braeden Moskowy returning 
to his hometown of Regina. 
The lineup that worked at 
the provincial championship 
down Highway 1 in Virden was 
McEwen skipping and throwing 
last rocks. But like prairie 
weather, wait 15 minutes and that 
could change.

The team’s connection to 
Brandon is big. The 38-year-old 
McEwen was born in Brandon and 
grew up here before moving to 
Winnipeg when he was 27. While in 
the Wheat City, he took two teams 
to national junior championships, 
coming third in 1998 and then losing 
the 2001 final to some guy named 
Gushue. (McEwen’s former second, 
Matt Wozniak, will be the team’s 
alternate.)

It was Brandon where Reid 
Carruthers booked his team’s 

spot in the Roar of the Rings by 
winning the 2016 Canada Cup. 
Who did they beat in the final? 
Gushue! Although he was nowhere 
near Brandon that week. Gushue 
was back home in St. John’s 
nursing a hip injury and Nichols 
skipped the team that week with 
Charley Thomas filling in.  

And, to top it off, Carruthers 
and Nichols have history together. 
For two seasons, Nichols played 
lead for Manitoba living legend 
Jeff Stoughton while Carruthers 
played second.

Since Curling Canada took the 
Brier and the Scotties Tournament 
of Hearts to a 16-team format the 
wild card play-in winner has been 
a force to deal with, although, so 
far, it hasn’t been a route to a title. 
This year was a rematch between 
the 2018 semifinalists, Edmonton’s 
Brendan Bottcher and Ontario’s 
John Epping. Bottcher won then, 
and did so again last night winning 
8-4, dominating from the start of 
the game.

The win lifts Bottcher into the 
16th and final position and sending 
Epping to the sidelines.

See BRIER
Page 17

FROM PAGE 2

Brad Gushue’s team was a repeat winner last year in Regina.

http://remax.ca
http://mazergroup.ca
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AGGROWTH.COM/CURLING

Proud presenting  
partner of the

2019 Tim Hortons Brier

draw, leaving the Lethbridge crew with the 
deuce and a 6-3 edge.

Facing four Einarson shots in the eighth, 
Scheidegger made a potential game-saving 
freeze to shot stone and Einarson was light 
on another draw and had to settle for two.

“That was huge,” said Scheidegger. “If 
we miss that we’re probably giving up five 
so, big shot.”

Scheidegger had a chance to maybe nail 
down the win in the ninth but her in-off for 
a possible deuce was wide, instead leaving 
Einarson with a steal of one and a 6-6 tie 
going into 10.

The two teams qualified for the wild-
card game as the highest-ranking Canadian 
Team Ranking System teams who did 
not qualify for the Scotties through their 
provincial playdowns. Einarson lost the 
Manitoba final to Tracy Fleury while 
Scheidegger failed to qualify out of Alberta.

The 2019 Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts continues with draws today at 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m (all times AST).

John Epping looks for help from his brushers.

Brendan Bottcher keeps a close eye on the action.

http://aggrowth.com/curling
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WILD-CARD GAME

It was another loser-go-home showdown, 
just like the last time they met at the 
Tim Hortons Brier a year ago, and it 

was the same team moving on and the same 
one going home.

Brendan Bottcher’s squad of third 
Darren Moulding, second Brad Thiessen 
and lead Karrick Martin will be Team 
Wild Card at the 2019 Tim Hortons Brier 
presented by AGI after defeating John 
Epping and his Toronto team 8-4 at Westoba 
Place Friday night.

“This was one of our goals to get back 
here again and try and be in the playoffs. I 
really felt we had a great year leading up to 

this and we’ve done our part. It would have 
been sad if our week was done already, 
we’ve had too good of a year for that to be 
the case,” said Bottcher.

It was a rematch of the 2018 Brier 
semifinal in Regina won by Bottcher 6-4. 
Last year, at least, Epping’s team got to 
stand on the podium by finishing third. This 
year the stakes were much more primal. 
The winners living to play not only another 
day but several more chasing Canadian 
curling’s Holy Grail. Conversely, the losers 
are forced to watch on television, that’s 
if they can stomach it after such a gut-
wrenching loss.

Bottcher punches Brier ticket
Alberta team rolls to victory

By GRANT GRANGER
Tankard Times Writer

See BOTTCHER
Page 20 Members of Team Bottcher celebrate their wild-card win.

http://www.sunrisecu.mb.ca
http://www.cranesteel.com
http://canadinns.com
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WE TAKE CARE OF YOUR INSURANCE 
NEEDS SO YOU CAN ENJOY THE VIEW

w w w . g u i l d h m s i n s u r a n c e . c a

The Road To Energy Savings Starts Here
Toll-Free: 877.466.9863
Phone: 905.646.3892

varaxis.ca

http://www.ambrosiaapples.ca
http://www.shur-gro.ca
http://www.guildhmsinsurance.ca
http://www.varaxis.ca
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The skinny: Rule No. 1 in Brier predictions is 
never count Kevin Koe out of anything. The 
Calgary skipper has pretty much done it all 
on a pebbled sheet of ice, from winning three 
Brier championships, two world titles and 
making the Olympic Games. So it’s a given 
he’ll be in the playoff mix in Brandon with his 
outfit of B.J. Neufeld, second Colton Flasch 
and lead Ben Hebert. It’s a new lineup for this 
season, except for Hebert, but it’s been good 
enough to be top dogs in the CTRS stand-
ings. This team is too good not to be close.

Kevin

Koe
The skinny: If hometown advantage worked 
so well for Brad Gushue two years ago in 
St. John’s, NL, why can’t it work the same 
for Mike McEwen in Brandon? The crowds 
at Westoba Place will be firmly backing 
homeboy McEwen this week, and that can’t 
be a bad thing. McEwen has deep roots in 
Brandon, as does second Derek Samagalski, 
who lives here, and they will be feeling the 
love at home. Throw in the fact that this is a 
well-oiled machine that is highly motivated 
and you have a recipe for success.

Mike

McEwen
The skinny: It’s been a troubling year for 
Jacobs and his team from the Soo, but they 
can make it all go away with a victory at the 
Brier. The former champ and 2014 Olympic 
gold-medal winner had to carry on early in 
the season when third Ryan Fry took a leave 
of absence from the game, and although 
Jacobs hardly missed a beat, winning the 
Canada Cup in Estevan and rising to No. 2 
in the CTRS rankings, it must have been a 
difficult stretch. But they’re all back together 
again and ready to win their second Brier title. 

Brad

Jacobs
The skinny: How can you dismiss a two-
time champion and former Olympic gold-
medallist? The answer: you can’t, although 
Gushue is chasing something that is so 
difficult to achieve that it may be just beyond 
his reach. Gushue is trying to win three titles 
in a row, a feat only previously accomplished 
by Edmonton’s Randy Ferbey, so this is his 
chance to grab a piece of history. Everything 
is place for him to do it, meaning his superbly 
talented lineup of third Mark Nichols, second 
Brett Gallant and lead Geoff Walker.

Brad

Gushue

TOP 4PREDICTIONS/PREVIEW
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The always exciting, perpetual fan favourites, 
our very own hand-picked music video line-
up will entertain you in the Patch all day and 
night on Sunday and Monday!  Sing-along, Dance-along and Party-along 
with hits from every era and every genre.

or... try your skills at 
Jenga, Connect 4, Jenga Quake Game, SORRY! Sliders, Canadian Trivia, 
Battleship, GoSports Giant Dice, Bola Ball or Giant Dominos.

The top teams in the country will be here for  
the Tim Hortons Brier – including the  

2018 champions competing as Team Canada. 
They’ll all be on hand for autographs and  

photos with their fans in the Patch.
(DON’T FORGET to bring along  

something to get a few autographs!)

You might not believe what you hear, but 
you definitely don’t want to miss it! There 
are plenty of surprises in store when the 
curlers field questions from fans at the  
Up Close and Personal interviews.

music

Saturday 
March 2nd

5:30 pm

Music Video Dance Party

food

NORTHERN ONTARIO

QUEBEC

TONIGHT!  KENDRA KAY

SUNDAY & MONDAY

OFFICIAL SUPPLIER

The PATCH opens at 12 noon daily. Join us for 9 DAYS & NIGHTS  

of Music, Games, Prizes, Food, and of course, everyone’s favourite ... 

Few artists capture the spirit of country music like award 

winning country recording artist Kendra Kay. Raised in 

small town Manitoba and true to her roots, her music 

and song writing is inspired by the sounds of traditional 

country music. The 2018 Manitoba Country Music 

Association Fan’s Choice Award winner has earned praise 

for her ‘powerhouse vocals’ and her live show was called 

a ‘must see’ by Top Country News.

With the release of her latest EP ‘More to Me’, Kendra 

has firmly established herself as an artist to watch and 

garnered respectable radio airplay with her recent two 

singles ‘Buy You A Drink’ and ‘Fuel on the Fire’ spending 

17 weeks in the Top 100 on the Canadian Country 

National Airplay chart. 

MEL LOGAN

…and we’re Cashless! So make sure you have your debit or credit card on hand!

BRIAN FOWLER

BRENT SCALESROB FOWLER

You better believe it!fun&
games? Don’t miss out on COOL SHOTS  

— a free-to-play mini curling game  
with a daily $50 winners’ prize.  
The ultimate champion wins $250  
and the runner up wins $150.

up close&personal

What’s a 
GREAT PARTY

without 
GREAT FOOD?

Whether burgers & fries float your 
boat or it’s a roast turkey dinner 

that blows your hair back, the 
menu at the 2019 Brier Patch is 
sure to satisfy all your cravings!

Saturday March 2nd
5:30 pm   Quebec 

Northern Ontario

fans&photos
Autograph Sessions 

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

@FAMOUSPATCH  #BRIER2019

KEYSTONE CENTRE’S MANITOBA ROOM – WESTOBA PLACE

PATCH
MARCH 2-10
Brandon 2019

party at the 

@FAMOUSPATCH  #BRIER2019

THE PATCH IS OPEN AT 12 NOON DAILY AND IS  LOCATED IN THE MANITOBA ROOM IN THE KEYSTONE CENTRE

DUANE EDWARDS



TANKARD TIMES • March 2 • 2019   |  PAGE 8 TANKARD TIMES • March 2 • 2019   |  PAGE 9

The always exciting, perpetual fan favourites, 
our very own hand-picked music video line-
up will entertain you in the Patch all day and 
night on Sunday and Monday!  Sing-along, Dance-along and Party-along 
with hits from every era and every genre.

or... try your skills at 
Jenga, Connect 4, Jenga Quake Game, SORRY! Sliders, Canadian Trivia, 
Battleship, GoSports Giant Dice, Bola Ball or Giant Dominos.

The top teams in the country will be here for  
the Tim Hortons Brier – including the  

2018 champions competing as Team Canada. 
They’ll all be on hand for autographs and  

photos with their fans in the Patch.
(DON’T FORGET to bring along  

something to get a few autographs!)

You might not believe what you hear, but 
you definitely don’t want to miss it! There 
are plenty of surprises in store when the 
curlers field questions from fans at the  
Up Close and Personal interviews.

music

Saturday 
March 2nd

5:30 pm

Music Video Dance Party

food

NORTHERN ONTARIO

QUEBEC

TONIGHT!  KENDRA KAY

SUNDAY & MONDAY

OFFICIAL SUPPLIER

The PATCH opens at 12 noon daily. Join us for 9 DAYS & NIGHTS  

of Music, Games, Prizes, Food, and of course, everyone’s favourite ... 

Few artists capture the spirit of country music like award 

winning country recording artist Kendra Kay. Raised in 

small town Manitoba and true to her roots, her music 

and song writing is inspired by the sounds of traditional 

country music. The 2018 Manitoba Country Music 

Association Fan’s Choice Award winner has earned praise 

for her ‘powerhouse vocals’ and her live show was called 

a ‘must see’ by Top Country News.

With the release of her latest EP ‘More to Me’, Kendra 

has firmly established herself as an artist to watch and 

garnered respectable radio airplay with her recent two 

singles ‘Buy You A Drink’ and ‘Fuel on the Fire’ spending 

17 weeks in the Top 100 on the Canadian Country 

National Airplay chart. 

MEL LOGAN

…and we’re Cashless! So make sure you have your debit or credit card on hand!

BRIAN FOWLER

BRENT SCALESROB FOWLER

You better believe it!fun&
games? Don’t miss out on COOL SHOTS  

— a free-to-play mini curling game  
with a daily $50 winners’ prize.  
The ultimate champion wins $250  
and the runner up wins $150.

up close&personal

What’s a 
GREAT PARTY

without 
GREAT FOOD?

Whether burgers & fries float your 
boat or it’s a roast turkey dinner 

that blows your hair back, the 
menu at the 2019 Brier Patch is 
sure to satisfy all your cravings!

Saturday March 2nd
5:30 pm   Quebec 

Northern Ontario

fans&photos
Autograph Sessions 

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

@FAMOUSPATCH  #BRIER2019

KEYSTONE CENTRE’S MANITOBA ROOM – WESTOBA PLACE

PATCH
MARCH 2-10
Brandon 2019

party at the 

@FAMOUSPATCH  #BRIER2019

THE PATCH IS OPEN AT 12 NOON DAILY AND IS  LOCATED IN THE MANITOBA ROOM IN THE KEYSTONE CENTRE

DUANE EDWARDS



TANKARD TIMES • MARCH 2 • 2019   |  PAGE 10

Any Shape. Any Size.
We’ll Build It For You.

© 2018 BlueScope Buildings North America, Inc. All rights reserved. Butler Manufacturing™ is a division of BlueScope 
Buildings North America, Inc.

204-637-2580 
www.quickzipsteelbuildings.com 

Ready to take your growing business to the next level?  

Quick Zip Steel Buildings can help. With our advanced Butler® 
building systems and custom design expertise, your vision for 
growth is only limited by your imagination. Contact us today. 

Any Shape. Any Size.
We’ll Build It For You.

© 2018 BlueScope Buildings North America, Inc. All rights reserved. Butler Manufacturing™ is a division of BlueScope 
Buildings North America, Inc.

204-637-2580 
www.quickzipsteelbuildings.com 

Ready to take your growing business to the next level?  

Quick Zip Steel Buildings can help. With our advanced Butler® 
building systems and custom design expertise, your vision for 
growth is only limited by your imagination. Contact us today. 

© 2018 BlueScope Buildings North America, Inc. All rights reserved. Butler Manufacturing™ is a division of BlueScope Buildings North America, Inc.

WESTMAN’S
GREATEST COUNTRY

Qcountryfm.ca

STARFM.CA

TODAY’S
BEST MUSIC

PAUL BRANDT

S H AW N  M E N D E S

A R I A N A  G R A N D E

Listen.
Anytime.
Anywhere.

NOTE: RED RIVER MUTUAL NEEDS TO BE PAIRED 
WITH TEAM PROFILE PAGE(S) WITH LOGO IN THE 
HEADER AND AD IN CLOSE PROXIMITY

Original16.com
Enjoy responsibly.

OF THEOFFICIAL BEER

http://www.quickzipsteelbuildings.com
http://www.qcountryfm.ca
https://redrivermutual.com
http://original16.com
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TIEBREAKERS  Saturday, March 9 9:30 a.m. PAGE PLAYOFF 3 vs. 4 Saturday, March 9 2  p.m.

PAGE PLAYOFF 1 vs. 2 Saturday, March 9 7  p.m.

SEMIFINAL Sunday, March 10 1 p.m.

FINAL Sunday, March 10 7 p.m.

BRIER 
DRAW

2 p.m. 1 N/L vs. PEI Yukon vs. Quebec Manitoba vs. Sask. Wild Card vs. N. Ontario
7 p.m. 2 BC vs. Nova Scotia Canada vs. Ontario Alberta vs NWT NB vs. Nunavut

9  a.m. 3 Yukon vs. Sask. N/L vs. N. Ontario Wild Card vs. PEI Manitoba vs. Quebec
2  p.m. 4 Canada vs. Territories B.C. vs. Nunavut NB vs. Nova Scotia Alberta vs. Ontario
7 p.m. 5 Wild Card vs. Manitoba PEI vs. Sask. N. Ontario vs. Quebec N/L vs. Territories

9  a.m. 6 NB vs. Alberta NS vs. Territories Nunavut vs Ontario BC vs. Canada
2 p.m. 7 Sask. vs Quebec Wild Card vs. N/L Yukon vs. Manitoba N. Ontario vs. PEI
7  p.m. 8 Territories vs. Ontario NB vs. BC Canada vs. Alberta Nunavut vs. Nova Scotia

9  a.m. 9 Manitoba vs. N/L Quebec vs. PEI Sask. vs. N. Ontario Yukon vs. Wild Card
2  p.m. 10 Alberta vs. BC Ontario vs. Nova Scotia Territories vs. Nunavut Canada vs. NB
7  p.m. 11 Qubec vs. Wild CArd N. Ontario vs. Manitoba PEI vs. Yukon Sask. vs. NL

9  a.m. 12 Ontario vs. NB Nunavut vs. Alberta Nova Scotia vs. Canada Territories vs. BC
2  p.m. 13 N. Ontario vs. Yukon Sask. vs Wild Card Quebec vs. N/L PEI vs. Manitoba
7 p.m. 14 Nunavut vs. Canada Territories vs. NB Ontario vs. BC Nova Scotia vs. Alberta

9  a.m. 15  Tiebreakers if necessary  
2  p.m. 16 A4 vs. B3 B1 vs. A2 A1 vs. B4 B2 vs. A3
7  p.m. 17 A3 vs. B1 B3 vs. A1 B2 vs. A4 A2 vs. B4

2  p.m. 18 A1 vs. B2 B4 vs. A3 B3 vs. A2 B1 vs. A4
7  p.m. 19 B4 vs A4 A2 vs. B2 B1 vs. A1 A3 vs. B3

TIME DRAW A B C D

TODAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

TIEBREAKERS/PAGE PLAYOFFS/SEMIFINAL/FINAL
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THE TOP
LOCAL TEAM

PROUD MEDIA PARTNER

CATCH THEIR COVERAGE
EVERY DAY IN

CHRIS JASTER

THOMAS FRIESEN

TIM SMITH

AT THE ASSINIBOINE 
ALUMNI

Reconnect and stay in touch!

assiniboine.net/alumni 

Want to know what’s happening at your college?  
Interested in what your fellow classmates are up to? 

Update your information with Assiniboine’s Alumni 
Association at assiniboine.net/alumni and find out 

the latest news and events!

Sault Ste. Marie
(Ontario)

Skip — Brad Jacobs
Third — Ryan Fry
Second — E.J. Harnden
Lead — Ryan Harnden
Alternate — Lee Toner
Coach — Adam Kingsbury

2. Team
Jacobs

West St. Paul
(Manitoba)

Skip — Mike McEwen
Third — Reid Carruthers
Second — Derek Samagalski
Lead — Colin Hodgson
Alternate —Matt Wozniak
Coach — Rob Meakin

6. Team
McEwen

Edmonton
(Alberta)

Skip — Brendan Bottcher
Third — Darren Moulding
Second —Brad Thiessen
Lead — Karrick Martin

3.Team
Bottcher u

Saskatoon
(Saskatchewan)

Skip — Kirk Muyres
Third — Kevin Marsh
Second — Daniel Marsh
Lead — Dallan Muyres
Coach — L:yle Muyres

7. Team
Muyres

POOL A

http://brandonsun.com
http://assiniboine.net/alumni
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Rent Today:
1-877-217-8673
accessstorage.ca

STORAGE NEAR YOU
4 WEEKS FREE!

*based on availability

Etchemin
(Quebec)

Skip —Martin Crête 
Third —Philippe Lemay
Second — Éric Sylvain
Lead — Philippe Ménard
Alternate — Philippe Brassard
Coach — Robert Ménard

10. Team
Crête 

Charlottetown
(Prince Edward Island)

Skip — John Likely
Third — Anson Carmody
Second —Steve Burgess
Lead— Robbie Doherty
Alternate —Matt Nabuurs

14. Team
Likely

St. John’s
(Newfoundland/Labrador)

Skip — Andrew Symonds
Third —Chris Ford
Second (vice-skip) — Adam 
Boland
Lead — Keith Jewer
Alternate — Rick Rowsell

11. Team
Symonds

Whitehorse
(Yukon)

Skip: Jon Solberg
Third: Bob Smallwood
Second: Clinton Abel
Lead: Scott Odian
Alternate: Dave Rach
Coach: Larry Snow

15. Team
Solberg

POOL A

http://accessstorage.ca
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圀䔀䔀䬀一䤀䜀䠀吀匀 㘀

眀椀渀渀椀瀀攀最⸀挀琀瘀渀攀眀猀⸀挀愀

倀爀漀甀搀 
猀瀀漀渀猀漀爀 漀昀 琀栀攀 
吀椀洀 䠀漀爀琀漀渀ᤠ猀 
䈀爀椀攀爀

䴀䄀刀䄀䰀䔀䔀 䌀䄀刀唀匀伀 䄀一䐀 䜀伀刀䐀 䰀䔀䌀䰀䔀刀䌀

The 16-team, two-pool format was put into play by Curling Canada last 
season. It was introduced to make sure all 14 Member Associations have 
direct entry into the main round-robin portion of each event, in addition to 
retaining Team Canada, and adding another competitive team to bring it to an 
even 16 teams, while sticking to the traditional nine-day format so that players 
don’t have to spend more time away from family and employers.

Here’s what happens:
n The teams are split into two pools of eight, based on their ranking on 

the Canadian Team Ranking System as of Dec. 31. The Wild Card team was 
given the No. 3 seeding, regardless of who won the game, so that most of the 
schedule could be completed to allow fans to buy tickets to see their favourite 
teams once the provincial/territorial playdowns were finished.

n Pool A consists of seeds 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 16; Pool B consists of 
seeds 2, 3, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14 and 15.

n They play a round-robin within their pools during the first five days of the 
competition.

n The top four teams from each pool go into the Championship Pool, 
which begins round-robin play on Thursday. The teams carry over their 
records from their preliminary pools, and the four teams from Pool A then play 
the four teams from Pool B on the final Thursday and Friday. That means 
EVERY game on EVERY sheet has playoff implications!

n After those games are completed Friday evening, the top four teams 
from the Championship Pool will go into the Page Playoffs, beginning on 
Saturday (a tiebreaker, if necessary, would be on Saturday morning). The 
Page 3-4 playoff is Saturday at 2 p.m. (all times local); the Page 1-2 playoff 
is Saturday at 7 p.m.; with the winner of this game going directly to Sunday’s 
final. The semifinal is Sunday at 1 p.m., and the gold-medal game will be 
on Sunday at 7 p.m. The bronze-medal game has been removed from the 
schedule.

Here’s how
format works

http://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca
http://murraychevbrandon.com
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Manitoba, there are over 
chameleon reasons to join us. 
Like how you can call from the cabin. Or send emojis from deep in the trees. Actually, we 
can’t even count all the amazing things you can do when you’re on Manitoba’s largest and 
fastest LTE network. But it’s a lot.
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Your local Manitoba Liquor Mart has a 
greater variety than ever before, and 

highly knowledgeable staff to assist you 
with your selection of wine, beer, spirits, 
coolers and more. LiquorMarts.ca is your 

convenient source for information on every 
product – including product tasting notes 

and availability by store, promotions, sales, 
courses, events and so much more.

Putting Canadians first
At TELUS, we are committed to improving the lives of our customers 
and our communities by unleashing the power of the internet to deliver 
future friendly solutions at home, in the workplace and on the move.
As Canada’s fastest growing telecommunications company, we are 
constantly listening, learning and contributing toward creating a 
brighter future for all Canadians with several initiatives.
Investing in education 
By developing educational initiatives designed to make a safer, 
friendlier world online, we empower Canadian youth.
Revolutionizing healthcare 
Through technology, we improve access to quality healthcare and 
create better health outcomes for all Canadians.
Protecting our environment 
Our corporate sustainability initiaves help ensure a more 
environmentally friendly future for generations to come.
Caring for communities 
We leverage technology to ensure that no Canadian, regardless of 
their socio-economic status or geographic location, is left behind.
We believe that Canada is only as strong as its communities. That 
is why collectively, TELUS, our team members, and retirees have 
contributed more than $525 million to charitable and not-for-profit 
organizations. And volunteered 8.7 million hours of service since 2000.

OFFICIAL PARTNER

LiquorMarts.ca

http://telus.com
http://liquormarts.ca
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PROUD SPONSORS OF
THE 2019 TIM HORTONS BRIER

PROUD SPONSORS OF
THE 2019 TIM HORTONS BRIER

welcomes you to 
southwestern Manitoba and 
the 2019 Tim Hortons Brier

Contact: 204.945.3709   |  pccaucus@leg.gov.mb.ca

Despite their drive, determination and capability, Canada’s youth will soon 
find it increasingly difficult to navigate and succeed in an ever-evolving 
job market. Along with our youth-focused partners, RBC® is focusing our 
capabilities, assets and resources to ensure youth have greater access 
to skills development, networking opportunities and work experience. 
Because when Canada’s youth succeed, we all succeed. 

RBC Future Launch. Empowering Canadian youth 
for the jobs of tomorrow.

THE WORLD OF WORK IS CHANGING.  
WE NEED OUR YOUTH 
TO SUCCEED.   

SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT NETWORKING

WORK
EXPERIENCE

®/TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada.  
VPS103600 119508 (01/2019)

RBC FUTURE LAUNCH™ 

RBC.COM/FUTURELAUNCH

Northern Ontario’s Brad Jacobs can never be taken lightly.

http://rbc.com/futurelaunch
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A Brier pool party
POOL A

2. N. Ontario (Brad Jacobs)
4. Wild Card (Brendan Bottcher)

6. Manitoba (Mike McEwen)
7. Saskatchewan (Kirk Muyres) 

10. Quebec (Martin Crête)
11. N/L (Andrew Symonds)

14. PEI (John Likely)
15. Yukon (Jon Solberg)

POOL B
1. Alberta (Kevin Koe)

3. Canada (Brad Gushue)
5. Ontario (Scott McDonald)

8. Nova Scotia (Stuart Thompson) 
9. B.C. (Jim Cotter)

12.Territories (Jamie Koe)
13. N.B. (Terry Odishaw)

16. Nunavut (David St. Louis)

Epping got derailed by Scott McDonald’s Southern 
Ontario (London, Kingston and Marysville) team in 
the provincial championship. The resumes of all four 
players — McDonald, third Jonathan Beuk, second 
Wesley Forget and lead Scott Chadwick lack any Brier, 
Canada Cup or even Canadian junior appearances. But 
make no mistake, they make up a strong squad that is 
currently eighth in the Canadian Team Ranking System 
standings.

Then there’s the team from Northern Ontario that 
doesn’t lack for robust resumes. The 2014 Olympic 
gold medallists from Sault Ste. Marie skipped by Brad 

Jacobs can never be taken lightly. Jacobs’ cousins Ryan 
and E.J. Harnden make up the front end with Winnipeg 
native Ryan Fry, son of 1979 Brier championship skip 
Barry Fry, throwing third rocks. 

Not to be forgotten, Laycock, the Yorkton native 
whose Saskatchewan rink went 6-5 at the Brier in 
Regina last year, has morphed into this year’s version 
of John Morris joining the Okanagan Valley team 
skipped by Jim Cotter. Between the two of them 
they have 13 Brier appearances. They, along with 
Cotter’s familiar second Tyrell Griffith and lead 
Rick Sawatzky, cruised through the British Columbia 
championship.

So although Gushue’s squad has cruised to two 
consecutive Brier championships, this fabulous field is 
eager, and extremely able, to deny them the dream of a 
Brier natural hat trick.

Brier
FROM PAGE 3

Steve Laycock is back at the Brier.

http://brandontourism.com
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We Play Where You Play.

Proud Sponsor of the 2019 Tim Hortons Brier

FAN
FundraiserFundraiser

SATURDAY MARCH 9
Held during the third end break 

of the 7pm game.
All proceeds will support youth curling 

programs across Canada

Calgary
(Alberta)

Skip — Kevin Koe
Third — B.J. Neufeld
Second — Colton Flasch
Lead — Ben Hebert
Alternate —Ted Appelman
Coach — John Dunn

1. Team
Koe

Kingston
(Ontario)

Skip — Scott McDonald
Third — Jonathan Beuk
Second — Wesley Forget
Lead — Scott Chadwick
Alternate — Jeff Grant
Coach — Sean Turriff

5. Team
McDonald

St. John’s
(Newfoundland/Labrador)

Skip — Brad Gushue
Third — Mark Nichols
Second — Brett Gallant
Lead — Geoff Walker
Alternate: — Tom Sallows
Coach — Jules Owchar

4. Team
Canada

Dartmouth
(Nova Scotia)

Skip — Stuart Thompson
Third — Colten Steele
Second — Travis Colter
Lead — Taylor Ardiel
Alternate — Bill MacPhee

Coach — Kevin Patterson

8. Team
Thompson

POOL B

https://www.curling.ca/foundation/
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Great from  
the get go
Get great RRSP rates 
and enter to win.

Contribute to a registered plan and you are automatically 
entered to win one of two prizes; a $500 WestJet Travel Card or 
a $1,000 Fusion Term Deposit.

Start strong with Fusion. fusioncu.com
For full contest details visit:

Vernon
(British Columbia)

Skip — Jim Cotter
Third — Steve Laycock
Second — Tyrel Griffith
Lead — Rick Sawatsky
Alternate — Brad Wood

9. Team
Cotter

Moncton
(New Brunswick)

Skip — Terry Odishaw
Third — Jordan Pinder
Second — Marc Lecocq
Lead — Grant Odishaw
Alternate — Jamie Brannen

13. Team
Odishaw

Yellowknife
(Northwest Territories)

Skip — Jamie Koe
Third — David Aho
Second — Matt Ng
Lead — Cole Parsons
Alternate —Shadrach Mcleod

12. Team
Koe

Iqaluit

(Nunavut)

Skip — Dave St. Louis

Third — Peter Mackey

Second — Jeff Nadeau

Lead — Lloyd Kendall

Coach — Barry Westman

16. Team
St. Louis

POOL B

http://fusioncu.com
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www.cimcorefrigeration.com

CIMCO Refrigeration 
welcomes all 

participants and fans 
to the...

Download at

Check out the   
CO-OP APP

Weekly  
FLYERS &  
COUPONS

app.crs

MAPS

“It’s tough. Most of the events you play, 
you come here, you get comfortable, you 
play a long round robin, but then by the 
end of the week you’re feeling good,” said 
Bottcher. “Here, we’re playing one of the 
biggest games of the week the very first draw. 
So mentally, it was really hard and it’s hard 
to plan your whole life around whether being 
here for 24 hours or for 10 days.”

This is their third season together, and 
the foursome seem to be getting stronger 
every year. Bottcher said staying relaxed 
was a key on Friday.

“I really felt at peace with the game 
today. Either way I was going to be OK 
with it,” said Bottcher, 27. “We stuck with 
it, stayed calm and I think that really paid 
off for us.

“In the past, experience caught us quite 
a few times. You get to a big game, and I’m 
playing against some of my idols in all of 
these big games still. And I still look at it 
that way. The first couple of times you play 
against your idols you’re a little nervous 
and maybe it doesn’t quite go your way, but 
for the last year and a half we’ve had a lot 
of repetition at it that it’s starting to feel 
comfortable. I really feel we belong in that 

group.”
Bottcher and Epping earned the right to 

play the game by being the top two teams 
on the Canadian Team Ranking System that 
did not win a province.

Bottcher will slide in as the second-
highest seed in Pool A behind Northern 
Ontario skipped by Brad Jacobs. Bottcher 
and his boys won’t get much chance to 
celebrate because first up for them today (2 
p.m.) is Northern Ontario.

“We’re on a little bit of a roll, but we’ll 
see tomorrow. You’re going to have to end 
up playing them all by the end of the week 
so you may as well play them first,” said 
Bottcher.

One of the differences from last year 
was Bottcher opting for continuity this 
season, retaining his lineup while Epping 
gambled on tweaking it by reuniting Glenn 
Howard’s former formidable front-end of 
lead Craig Savill and second Brent Laing 
while retaining third Mat Camm.

“Yeah, it sucks,” said Epping of being 
one-and-done. “I’d feel the same way if 
you’d told me we’d lose the final next 
week. To have a chance to be in the final 
and lose it, I would be at the Brier, I would 
feel the same way. But, yeah, you want to 
have an opportunity to play here in front 
of a crowd like this and a chance to play 
in the Brier, you want every chance to be 
there.”

Bottcher
FROM PAGE 5

https://www.curling.ca/foundation/
https://shoppersmallbrandon.com
http://www.cimcorefrigeration.com
http://www.heritagecoop.ca/wps/portal/crs/heritage/
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Thanks to our Friends!

Making bad days good.  
And good days better.®

caamanitoba.com Visit us at our booth on March 8th and 9th, 2019.

®CAA trademarks owned by, and use is authorized by, the Canadian Automobile Association. Making bad days good. And good 
days better. is a registered trademark of CAA Club Group. ©2019 CAA Club Group. 

Brendan Bottcher stayed calm and won the wild-card game. 

http://ineedpins.com
http://leechprint.com
http://caamanitoba.com
http://healthfirstnetwork.ca/hedleyshealthhut/
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Maureen Bonar will be onsite 
breaking down the Brier!

Official Supporter of the 
2019 Tim Hortons Brier.

Proud supporter 
of the Autograph 
Sessions.  
Visit us outside the Patch!

Don Duguid
Manitoba

We won the Brier twice, in 1970 and ‘71, 
but my most favourite memory would have 
to be winning the Brier in our hometown 
of Winnipeg in 1970. They sold out the 
arena I don’t know how many times. The 
crowds were unbelievable. Even when we 
had the bye they filled the place. It was a 
great thing. That was very exciting. Also a 
bit nerve-wracking. If you win fours games 
and lose seven, there’s no excuses. We 
had a really good team but that was a 
tough Brier. There was Hec Gervais from 
Alberta, Bob Pickering from Saskatchewan 
was there, so we had our work cut out. 
We played Pickering in the last draw to 
clinch the Brier title, which was very tough 
because the ice was very keen and very 
fast, and if you remember Pickering, he 
had that high backswing that pulled him out 
of the hack, so on keen ice he was damn 
near unbeatable. But we hung in there and 
beat him. We went on to win two world 
championships and never lost a game. That 
still stands as a record today. Nobody has 

gone through undefeated two years in a 
row. 

Brier
Memories

DON DUGUID

https://www.superthrifty.com
https://www.hydro.mb.ca
https://westobacu.com
http://www.chemtradelogistics.com/main/
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HOUSE
specialfeature

Sliders & Curl-y Fries
Home blend beef patties topped with roasted 
garlic, red pepper relish, cheese, lettuce and 

onion tangelers. Served with curly fries.
Available for a limited time only.

$1500

Victoria Inn 
3550 Victoria Ave

Clarion Hotel & Suites 
3130 Victoria Ave

Celebrating curling pioneers, including 
Brandon College’s circa 1917 rink of John 
Grant, David McNaught, Fred Howard 
and Dr. Chester New.
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HERITAGE
IS Built in

WWW.SANDHILLSCASINO.COM
10 MIN SOUTH OF CARBERRY ON HWY 5

FREE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Defending champion 
Brad Gushue of St. 
John’s, NL got in a 
little practice Friday 
at Westoba Place
before the start of the 
Tim Hortons Brier 
today. Gushue opens 
against Team
Ontario’s Scott
McDonald.

EDITOR
Dave Komosky

WRITERS
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John Korobanik

PHOTOGRAPHER
Mike Burns, Jr.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Corinne Ball

https://www.reservations.com/hotel/victoria-inn-hotel-and-convention-centre-brandon?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-eLI0Z7P4AIViozICh0w2QeCEAAYASAAEgLac_D_BwE
https://www.brandonu.ca
http://www.sandhillscasino.com
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 CE PROJET A ÉTÉ RENDU POSSIBLE EN PARTIE GRÂCE AU GOUVERNEMENT DU CANADA

THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA.

WIN A 2020 TIM HORTONS
BRIER EXPERIENCE

•   Two Closing Weekend Event Passes  •  Travel & Accommodations  •   Special Behind-the-Scenes Tour  •  
   •  Two Autographed 2020 Tim Hortons Brier Jackets   •   

ENTER AT: For The Love Of Curling.ca

5 FOR 
$25 

10 FOR 
$50 

20 FOR 
$100 

Fans in Alberta will get a glimpse 
at Canada’s curling future at the 
2019 Canadian Under-18 Boys and 
Girls Curling Championships.

The third annual Canadian 
Under-18 Championships will be 
played April 2-7 at the Glen Allan 
Recreation Complex in Sherwood 
Park, Alta.

The event, which will feature 
representatives of all 14 of Curling 
Canada’s Member Associations in 
both genders (aged 17 and under as 
of June 30, 2018), will see athletes 
competing on arena ice as well as 
at the Sherwood Park Curling Club, 
which is part of the same complex.

“This is an exciting time for Cana-
dian curling as we start our road to 
the 2022 Olympics in Beijing, but the 
athletes in Sherwood Park will be 
the ones we’ll be looking at in 2026 
and beyond, and to see them all 
under one roof is a tremendous op-
portunity,” said Resby Coutts, Chair 
of Curling Canada’s Board of Gov-
ernors. “This truly is the competition 
where future champions learn HOW 
to become champions, and I know 

Sherwood Park will do a wonderful 
job in giving these athletes a show-
case for their talents.”

The teams will be seeded into two 
seven-team pools, and will play eight-
end round-robin games. The top three 
teams will advance to the playoffs, 
with the pool winners advancing 
directly to the semifinals, and the 
second-and third-place teams meeting 
in crossover quarter-finals.

Assuming they meet the age 
requirements, athletes can enter the 
U-18 nationals as well as the 2019 
New Holland Canadian Junior Men’s 
and Women’s Curling Champion-
ships, which are set for Jan. 19-27 in 
Prince Albert, Sask.

“Alberta takes pride in hosting 
national curling championships, and 
we’re particularly excited to welcome 
the Canadian Under-18 Champion-
ships to our province for the first 
time,” said Jill Richard, Executive-
Director of Curling Alberta. “I know 
there’s a dedicated group of volun-
teers in Sherwood Park who will take 
this event to new heights, both on 
and off the ice.”

Under-18 championship
headed for Sherwood Park

http://www.curling.ca/foundation

