
 

 

 

 JANUARY  2011                  EDITOR: VIC HOWARD                       
            
 

    HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!    
 

SPECIAL DEAL ON ANNUAL DUES!!!!! 

AT THE DECEMBER MEETING, IT WAS PROPOSED AND VOTED ON 

TO REDUCE THE 2011 DUES TO $10 FOR THOSE MEMBERS WHO 

PAY THEM ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 28, 2011. REMIT THEM TO 

THE CLUB TREASURER IF YOU WISH TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 

THIS ONE TIME OFFER.  

MANY OF YOU HAVEN’T “SHARED” YOUR BIRTHDAY (month and day only) with us so we 

can recognize that great day in upcoming newsletters. Please let the editor know so we can help you 

celebrate that fabulous day each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  VEGAS VAIRS VISION 

 
VEGAS VAIRS  

CHAPTER 891 OF CORSA  

 

MEETS THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

 

7:00 P.M.  

DENNY’S RESTAURANT  

 

3081 S. MARYLAND PARKWAY  

LAS VEGAS, NV 89109  

734-1295  

COME EARLY TO MEET AND GREET !!  

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $20  

DUE BY FEBRUARY 1ST OF EACH  

YEAR.THEY MAY BE PAID AT THE MONTHLY MEETING 

 OR MAILED TO:  

VEGAS VAIRS  

P.O. BOX 62925  

LAS VEGAS, NV. 89162-1925  

 

OFFICERS  

HARRY RANSOM, PRESIDENT  

 

BOB BOEHM, VICE PRESIDENT  

 

PAUL BERNARDO, SECRETARY  

 

INGRID HOWARD, TREASURER  

 

 

ADVERTISING:  

FREE TO CLUB MEMBERS, $25 PER YR. FOR BUSINESSES AND NON 

MEMBERS  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO VEGAS VAIRS VISION ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!  If 

you wish to submit articles, ads, photos, etc. email your editor  at : 

 vichoward@frontiernet.net   

 

or send it to me at: 
  

5574 TABLEAU  

FORT MOHAVE, AZ. 86426  

928-768-6062 

 

mailto:vichoward@frontiernet.net


 

 

 

 

                                                         ENGINE CODES 

BY BOB HELT 
      

As everybody knows, the Corvair engines all have 

an identification code stamped on the crankcase 

just ahead of the fuel pump. This code as it 

appears on original factory engines follows a 

general format as follows: TI228RB, where the T 

tells us that the engine was built at Tonawanda, 

NY.  I2 is the Month of assembly 

(December…..they used an I to stand for a 1) and  

28 is the day of that month. RB is a special code-

called the suffix code-that identifies the engine’s 

features. These alphabetical suffixes (e.g., RB) are 

decoded in several places including THE CORVAIR 

DECADE and THE CLASSIC CORVAIR books so they 

won’t be decoded here. But what we do want to 

talk about is the purpose of this code. 

     The code does not state the specific year of 

assembly. In our example, it is not stated whether 

this is a 1965 or 1966 engine. Why is that? 

     In addition, an investigation of these codes will 

show that sometimes the same suffix (Z, for 

example) was used for two different engines 

during two different years (80HP and 95HP). Why 

did they do that too? Seems strange, doesn’t it? 

     Well the reason the factory used this code, 

unfortunately, was NOT to tell the public (us) 

about the engine. The code was used at the engine 

assembly plant as a build code to tell the assembly 

workers which parts were to be included in the 

engines as they were being built.  

     Each summer, during the month of August, the 

assembly line was shut down and the workers took 

their vacations while the production and process 

engineers revamped the assembly line to produce 

the next year’s products. This was true for both 

the engine assembly lines and the body assembly 

lines. So when the lines started back up, they were 

equipped with all the tooling, parts and procedures  

 

 

necessary to produce the new models. Thus, the 

lines were set up to produce only the products for 

the new model year. This explains why the year of 

assembly is not stated in the engine code. The 

production line could only produce that new year’s 

products. Parts for last year’s production were all 

removed from the line. 

     All the Corvair engines were built on the same 

assembly line in Tonawanda, NY. So, for example 

the suffix Z told the line to produce the base 

engine intended for a Powerglide for that year 

which would be an 80 HP engine in 1960-63 and a 

95 HP engine in 1964. The base engine is the 

standard engine supplied for a given year. The line 

only had parts to build the correct base engine 

during any specific year. Thus no identification of 

the year was needed in the code. 

     Some specifics might help show how this 

works. In our example, RB told the assembly 

people that this engine received a special Tuftrided 

crankshaft, along with the 891 camshaft. In 

addition, the 140 HP heads were to be installed, 

along with other intake and exhaust parts. Also it 

told the production people that a specific 

distributor was to be installed.  The assembly 

people then chose the correct parts to assemble to 

the engine based on the suffix code. Of course 

they were previously trained on which parts went 

with each suffix code. 

     And finally, the date portion of the code was 

used as a locator to tie that engine to its body also 

being build but in a different factory-the Fisher 

Body section. Naturally, the factory had to get the 

correct engines installed into the correct bodies so 

that there would be a correct match of engines and 

bodies. To accomplish this the engines were built 

some three weeks ahead of the mating of the 

engine to the correct body. This was accomplished 

via a “Broadcast Sheet” sent to all stations. 

  



 

 

~ The President‟s Page For January, 2011 ~ 
 

Is that right?  2011?  Yikes, we MUST be having too much fun if time is going by that quickly! 

Once again, as you read this, certain events will have already taken place.  After Christmas 

and Hanukka I would stress that chief among them was our December monthly meeting.  I‟m 

concerned – we only had a total of 10 present!  Those are more than disappointing numbers folks.  

I‟m hoping that the reasons centered around holiday commitments though WE ALL KNOW when 

every Vegas Vairs meeting takes place. 

However, we did enjoy an energetic gathering. This time the hot topic was oil.  I guess Bob 

Helt has unleashed a monster.  Don‟t buy that oil with the top rated Starburst emblem.  Huh?  

Who has roller lifters?  Why should I have zinc?  Numerous members defended their differences 

of opinions.  

Also during the December meeting we discussed reduced dues for members paying up BEFORE 

March 1st of every year. Half cost at only $10.00 was the unanimous vote; such a deal. 

It‟s that time of year again when we need to decide about replacing open officer positions.  

One of our current officers has hinted that he might like to inherit my gavel for the next season.  

Fine.  But we really need specific input, discussion, and clear intentions and commitments 

identified.  THUS, we REALLY need to have a packed house for our upcoming January meeting.  

That‟s on WEDNESDAY the 12th and unless you‟re arbitrating with a bail bondsman at that time 

your presence will be MORE than appreciated and needed! 

With the exception of the newsletter editor (not to worry, Vic volunteered again) the officer 

slots ain‟t that much real work.  We just need people who will embrace the limited duties in a 

responsible and professional manner.  Remember, the state will not let us function as a club unless 

we have formal officer elections. 

Let your interest/intentions be known at the next meeting ON JANUARY 12th!  The latest we 

can cast votes is during the February meeting.  New and any carryover officers start their new 

terms in March.  Okay, „nuff said „bout that. 

For those who might be interested in participating or simply just visiting, the Mesquite Motor 
Mania is on again for 2011.  The promoters are promising (a repeat) $15,000 in total prize money.  

There should be a good number of cars there.  The entry fee is a bit less than in 2010.  If you 

submit an application before January 3rd. the tariff is $60.00.  Afterwards that changes to 

$75.00.  However, one of the room plans is extremely attractive.  You can stay at any of Black 

family hotels but the Oasis offers the killer deal of only $9.98 plus tax per night.  Even though I 

don‟t have a bra (for the car!) I think I‟ll make my reservations and drive the 80 or so miles.  

Lot‟s of commraderie, loads of cool cars, and buffets every day!  You can make reservations by 

calling (877) 438-2929. Tell them to use Oasis Group #23000. 
One more time, remember that Gail has burned DVDs of those wonderful Corvair ads.  Gail, 

please bring some copies with you for our next meeting on JANUARY 12th, 2011.  Just $3.00 will 

cover her efforts. 

I hope your holidays were happy and healthy.  For many of us “more mature” members I guess 

prune juice is the best libation for a New Year‟s toast.  2011.  Hmmmmmmmmmm?  If it ain‟t 

broke or doesn‟t leak, don‟t mess with it.  That goes for our „Vairs too! 

 

- - - - I vote for blended oil, Prez Harry 
  



 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH 

 

 

                                         VEGAS VAIRS 
                                   

 
 
 

   WELCOME TO RAFEECORVAIR.COM 

                Parts and rebuilding services in the Heartland. 

  Hook up your ride with high quality parts from Rafee Corvair! 

Available 7 days a week at 918-753-2486. We will be glad to answer any questions you might have. E-mail: rafee@rafeecorvair.com, no charge for advice.               We are a full-time 

parts and service shop for your Vair: whether you want to keep it stock, or modify it to gain performance, Rafee can do it: complete restoration & full l ine of rebuilding services, powder-coating and 

chrome. We stock a large selection of new, used and some NOS parts. We carry durable gaskets that are custom made for Rafee Corvair. All our parts are exact reproductions for easy installation.  Sick 

and tired of paying high prices for parts to keep your ride going??? Why not give us a try?  Here are some examples of our great prices:                                                                 

-60/9 all, engine harness, $74.25                                                              -61/4 chrome gas cap with key, $17.88                                         

-60/4 engine shroud seal, 4 pieces, heavy duty, $16.25.                        - 60-9 differential top cover gasket, cork, $4.25  

-60/9 thick cork valve cover gaskets, $6.50/pair                                      -universal HP Accel coil, $28.25 

-60/9 oil pan gasket, thick cork or aluminum, $6.25                               -63/9 mirror with Chevy bow-tie, $27.80  

-TRW forged pistons, $295                                                                         -60/9 rod bearings, std or .010, $54.98 

-7 mm sparkplug wires, blue/ black/ red, $26.55.        –correct roller rockers for your Vair, $309 (prices subject to change) 

 We carry Soffseal weatherstrips, KYB, Hastings rings, Taylor wires in various colors, tissue dispensers all years, mirrors all years, Isky cams new and reground, cam gears 

stock and HP, brake shoes, disc brake kits, correct fan belts, carburetor kits cars and turbo, turn signal switches, turn signal levers, grommets, oil filters, Viton O’rings, clutch 

cables all years, and many more.  We accept Paypal and all major credit cards. We offer discounts to clubs. 

                                Check us on the web to order online and view Rafee’s work.  

                             We ship worldwide. Nous parlons francais &  hablamos espanol.  

 We are looking forward to doing business with you. Happy to be at your service! 

 

Clark‟s Corvair Parts® 

Clark’s has been your supplier for quality repros for the past 37 years.  This year, we expect to reproduce even more parts for your Corvair. 

See the Supplement for the following: 

Vario us New FC Item s 

1964 Trim    Turbo parts 

stainless gas tank senders 

Late m odel steering colum n parts 

650 Page 2007-2012 Catalog 

USA - $6 CANADA - $9.95   Most Other Countries - $12.95 

                                                                                                                                                                                   Clark’s Corvair Parts® 

400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA  01370 

413-625-9776     FAX: 413-625-8498 

www.corvair.com    email: clarks@corvair.com 

 

mailto:rafee@rafeecorvair.com
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The following books are for sale. 
  

--THE CLASSIC CORVAIR. A technical maintenance and upgrade manual. 310 pages. 

  $35+$7 S&H. 

--CORVAIR SECRETS. Little known design and operational insights. 170 pages.  

$25+$6 S&H. 

--HOW TO IDENTIFY AND REBUILD CORVAIR ROCHESTER CARBURETORS.  

  Comprehensive carburetor information. 110 pages.   

$20+$5 S&H. 

 Call me at 256-2008 to arrange delivery at any club meeting for no S&H charges Check or MO to: :   Sorry, no 

paypal 

Bob Helt 

3016 Pearl Harbor Dr. 

Las Vegas, NV 89117 

 

                               EXPERT CORVAIR REPAIR 

After almost 30 yrs. In the Corvair repair business I have moved to Las Vegas and I 

am now doing repairs in my shop at home. 

I do excellent work at a fair price….. brakes, suspension engines and clutch…. Most 

mechanical and electrical work. 

CARS ARE KEPT INSIDE AND WELL CARED FOR: 

                                     CALL MARTY KATZ  AT 

                                            303-7829 

                                    FOR AN ESTIMATE OR TO MAKE AN  

                                              APPOINTMENT. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1960 Corvair Trivia 

by: Jack O’Shea 

The 1960 Corvair is unique in many respects.  One feature not found on other Corvairs, and 

only on a small number of the first 1960 models can be seen in this picture. 

What are those slots under the front bumper for? 

 

Here’s what the other side of that car looks like. 

 

 



 

 

The original 1960 Corvair design called for the horn to be behind the slots under the passenger 
front bumper and in front of the tire. Records indicate that a change was made in April 1959 to 
move the horn up to a safer location behind the headlight buckets.  
 
Since Chevrolet had already manufactured some front end panels with the horn slots they 
decided to use them all up. The slots serve no useful purpose, but they do identify a very early 
production 1960 Corvair. 
 
For many years it was thought that perhaps 500 or so 1960 Corvairs were built with horn slots. 
It is now believed the number may be more than 850. The horn slot panels probably lasted 
only a few weeks of the initial production run. Regardless of the original number only a handful 
of these cars have been located. Seen one lately? 
 
Credit for this article goes to internet username Caveman Pete.  A long time 1960 Corvair 
owner. 
 
 
 

CARS/PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED 

PAUL BERNARDO A complete motor transaxle and bell housing,  ID Number: TI020YR. This motor has oil in it and turns 

freely with decent compression, transmission assembly is included there is no turbo or carburetor.  I am asking $500 for all.  

Also a  beautiful 2004 Ford Thunderbird  rae  Bodeau re color with aw sum  cork-straw leather interior  power everything 

plus a small v-8 eng gets 25 mpg at 70+ mph power  every thing even heated seats  was $ 43K new now only $17.500 buy a 

modern classic with 2 tops and drives like a luxury sports car.  Also for sale 1993 GMC typhoon all wheel drive V_6 

Turbo  FI innercooled 49K act miles drive anywhere, one of only 2200 produced in 93 was $33K new only $9000 buys a sure 

to appreciate collectible one of 33 in this green color this was Porsche Kiann 10 years earlier and at 1/3 the price shows 

American ingenuity  still  is alive at GM I will trade either vehicle for a older Porsche 356-or 912-or 911 needing some work 

is ok but as always cash is king. Contact Paul at702-398-3972 or email: paulselect@mvdsl.com or email: 

paulselect@mvdsl.com 

Ingrid and I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and we are looking forward to your 

friendship for many years to come.   

As our prez pointed out in his column, we had a very small turnout for the December 

meeting. Many of you had the holidays on your mind and in your priorities s it is 

understandable. We do have some important business to conduct in the next couple of 

months, namely, officer nominations and elections. I do hope there are a couple of you who 

are willing to spend a tiny bit more of your time with our club and volunteer or agree to 

accepting one of the officer positions. I have agreed to continue as newsletter editor for 

another year, maybe two, but after that it will be time for someone else to take that job over. 

Not that I don’t enjoy doing it but I really believe there are a couple of you in the 

membership that are much more creative then I am and could do it much better.  Please join 

us at the January  12
th

 meeting and think about your role in the club. 

 

mailto:paulselect@mvdsl.com


 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

          COURTESY OF BETSY SENN WITH  

                   THE ARIZONA CAR NUTZ                    

Betsy Senn, with an outstanding organizational effort, put together a memorable event of classic cars 

crossing the new Mike O'Callaghan-Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge, which most certainly will be 

known as that Dam Bypass Bridge. Her comments on this momentous occasion follow:  
On Saturday, December 11, 2010, we Car Nutz made history!! The sounds of rev-ving engines and 

blasting horns resonated against the concrete sides of the New Hoover Dam By-Pass Bridge as 172 

Arizona classics and more than 200 Nevada classics crossed the bridge at high noon. Cheers and waves 

from over 700 elated partici-pants answered the waves and thumbs-up of impressed specta-tors as each 

of the two mile-long parades of classics passed each other coming and going across the bridge.  

Russ's Last Stop Restaurant, our staging area 25 miles from the Arizona side of the bridge, put on an 

amazing special breakfast buffet of tasty eggs and bacon, biscuits and gravy, pastries and fruit, and even 

had a raffle that made three participants a little richer. If it wasn't for their crew parking and lining us up 

for the parade and sending us off so organized, it would have been a pile of confused classics. Thanks to 

Russ and all the staff for the hospitality.  

We had roped-off parking at the Hacienda Casino with a beautiful view of Lake Mead, and the classics 

half-price luncheon buffet was delicious and well-attended. Their reasonable room rates were 

appreciated also. The Hacienda‟s Maria deserves thanks for helping make our day so special.  

The Rail Road Pass Casino's tailgate party with the DJ and the huge roped-off parking area was full of 

classics with all the owners meeting and greeting each other. The casino‟s free commemorative etched 

Parade of Classics key fob was a special keepsake, and the special room rates were great. A big thanks 

to Curt at Railroad Pass for our great reception and welcome.  

And thanks to all you Car Nutz for participating in this historic Parade of Clas-sics. It was neat that we 

made so many new friends and acquaintances, and ad-mired so many new and different classics - all 

friendly folks and all beautiful cars! And, hats off to the Craigs who came all the way from Oklahoma in 

their '60 Vette just for our Parade. Our sympathies to Paul and his Model A with the broken drive shaft, 

but at least it broke in the Rail Road Pass parking lot!  

The Parade of Classics was fun to organize, fun to do, and I'm so proud that it was such a great success!  

Betsy Senn  

Click on   http://public.fotki.com/SRCruzzin/2010/a-parade-of-classics/          

then click on slide show 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/51860498@N07/sets/72157625594267124/show/ 

 Here is the photo album 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/51860498@N07/sets/72157625594267124/ 
 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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