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BESCRIPTION |

CONDITION (Chock One)
Excellent {] Good Foir (] Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed [T}
(Chack One) {Check Ona)
INTEGRITY Altered [E], Unaltered [ Moved [ Qriginal Site [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGENAL (if known) PHYSICAL ARREARANCE

The following quote is from ''Illinois Architecture' by Frederick Koeper,
University of Chicago Press, 1968. ‘''Since 1907, the John Wood House
has been a public museum and home of the Historical Society of Quincy
and Adams County. The furnished interiors of this Greek Revival house
are a record of Governor Wood and of ante-bellum life in Illinois. The
architectural details throughout are especially fine and may have been
executed by St. Louis craftsmen. The exterior window frames beyond

the portico are ornamented with carvings, and a splendid elliptical window
is set within the pediment. " o

When the Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County acquired the
building in 1907, a portion of the one story section was raised to two
stories featuring an exterior porch copied in the Greek Revival style by
local architectwood. As a result the present structure is more
imposing than the original. The building was moved from its original
position in 1864 across the street to its presenttlocation, after its owner
John Wood constructed a larger mansion. It then became the home of
Wood's oldest son, Daniel C. Wood.

The mansion, a frame d-welling with brick and stone fill in the outside walls
was erected for John Wood by John Cleaveland, a master mechanic, who
had come to Illinois from Sandy Bay, Massachusetts in 1834, The
impressive front view features four columns in doric style. The interior
woodwork, much of it hand carved, is painted and is probably butternut.
The master bedroom, parlor and front hallways are resplendent with
plaster ceiling medalions., ‘The or1gma1 wide pine floor boards ha.ve
recently been refinished in some rooms.

The building. is structurally sound and iﬁﬁgooii condition. Exterior repair
and painting is scheduled for the spring of 1970 and at regular intervals
thereafter.
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 |STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

John Wood in 1822 becare the first white man to settle permanently in
the Quincy area. The mansion built in 1835, is the oldest major large
| residence still standing and in good condition in the city of Quincy. Wood
was a major figure in Quincy's growth and development into the 1880's.

<=} “‘He was a founder of the Républican party and served as Lieutenant
=17 Governor in '1856. In 1859, John Wood became governor of Ilinéis upon

- the death of Governor Bissell. During the Civil War, Wood was a
Colonel of the 137th Illinois and later served as a delegate to the peace
‘commission. Records also show that John Wood was a personal friend
of Abraham Lincoln, :

The historical collection includes such items as: fine oil paintings of
“early Quincians by Chester Hard1ng, a silver ladle given to John

" Marshall by George Washington, a small muzzle loadlng p13t01 which
belonged to Aaron Burr, part-of a cdllection of items from the Lincoln
assassination trial, including keys to cell doors in Old Capitol Prison,
Washington, and a special head cap used to prevent prisoners’from '--
committing suicide. The balance of the items from this trial are in the

‘Smithsonian Institution in Washington. R

There are also items connected with the Mormons who had settled in
Nauvoo. Among these are a large sun stone from the ruins of the
Mormon Temple in Nauvoo and keys to the Temple which were given to’
Artois Hamilton when the Mormons left for Utah. This was done out of
gratitude to Hamilton for having given proper burial to Joseph and Hirum

Occupying a building on the grounds of the Historical Society is the
Friends in Council, the oldest women's literary club in the United States
in continuous existence.

Smith after they were tragically murdered in the jail at Carthage, Illinoisi
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As th_e designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register, " - !- - -« 3" wrm .o

in the National Register and certify that it has been .
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recomménded
level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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- Date
sore L)t Valdermmdn,
ATTEST:
Title Acting Director
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ences for a particular site.
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Description:

The following gquote is from "Illinois Architecture'! by Frederick Koeper,
University of Chicago Press, 1968, "Since 1907, the John Wood House has

been a public museum and home of the Historical Society of Quincy and Adams
County. The furnished interiors of this Greek Revival house are a record of
Governor Wood and of ante-bellum life in Illinois. The architectural details
throughout are especially fine and may have been executed by St. Louis crafts-
men., The exterior window frames beyond the portico are ornamented with
carvings, and a splendid elliptical window is set within the pediment.”

When the Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County acquired the building
in 1907, a portion of the one story section was raised to two stories featur-
ing an exterior porch copied in the Greek Revival style by local architect
Ernest Wood. As a result the present structure is more imposing than the
original. The building was moved from its original position in 1864 across
the street to its present location, after its owner John Wood constructed a
larger mansion. It then became the home of Wood's ocldest son, Daniel C, Wood.

The mansion, a frame dwelling with brick and stone fill in the outside walls,
was erected for John Wood by John Cleaveland, a master mechanic, who had come
to Illinois from Sandy Bay, Massachusetts in 1834. The impressive front view
features four columns in doric style. The interior woodwork, much of it hand
carved, is painted and is probably butternut. The master bedroom, parlor and
front hallways are resplendent with plaster ceiling medalions. The original

wide pine floor boards have recently been refinished in some rooms.

The building is structurally sound and in good condition, Exterior repair

and painting is scheduled for the spring of 1970 and at regular intervals
thereafter.

Significance:

John Wood in 1822 became the first white man to settle permanently in the Quincy
area., The mansion built in 1835, is the oldest major large residence still
standing and in good condition in the city of Quincy. Wood was a major {igure
in Quincy's growth and development into the 1880's. He was a founder of the
Republican party and served as Lieutenant Governor in 1856, In 1859, John

Wood became governor of Illinois upon the death of Governor Bissell. During

the Civil War, Wood was a Colonel of the 137th Illinois and later served as a
delegate to the peace commission, Records alsc show that John Wood was a
personal friend of Abraham Lincoln.

The historical collection includes such items as: fine oil paintings of early
Quincians by Chester Harding, a silver ladle given to John Marshall by George
Washington, a small muzzle loading pistol which belonged to Aaron Burr, part

of a collection of items from the Lincoln assassination trial, including keys
to cell doors in 0ld Capitol Prison, Washington, and a special head cap used to
prevent prisioners from committing suicide. The balance of the items from this
trial are in the Smithsonian Institution in Washington.

There are also items connected with the Mormans who had settled in Nauvoo. Among
these are a large sun stone from the ruins of the Morman Temple in Nauvoo and
keys to the Temple which were given to Artois Hamilton when the Mormans left for
Utah, This was done out of gratitude to Hamilton for having given proper buriel
to Joseph and Hirum Smith after they were tragically murdered in the jail at
Carthage, Illinois.

Occupying a building on the grounds of the Historical Society is the Friends in
Council, the oldest women's literary club in the United States in continuous
existence.
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being
completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, 1t will greatly deduct from the Survey's
task.
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