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T H E  T E E S D A L E  M E R C U R Y W e d n e s d a y , 6 th  O c t o b e r , 2004

A  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  o f  g e o l o g i c a l  t i m e

TH E N orth  Penn ines are  am ong the  finest 
landscapes in  the  country.

D esignated an  a rea  of O utstand ing  
N a tu ra l B eauty  in  1988, i t  is alm ost 2,000 
square  kilom etres, th e  second la rgest of the 
41 such beau ty  spots in  th e  country, and 
one of the  m ost rem ote and  unspoilt places 
in  England.

L e a d  M in in g  L a n d s c a p e s  o f  th e  N o r th  
P e n n in e s  A r e a  o f  O u ts ta n d in g  N a tu r a l  
B e a u ty  shows th e  a rea  in  all its  splendour, 
u sing  a  m ixture of spectacular aeria l and 
landscape photographs by G raem e Peacock.

Among th e  100 or so glossy photographs 
th a t  adorn  the  book’s 98 pages, some of the 
m ost ou tstand ing  shots include those of 
Teesdale’s Holwick Scars, Falcon C lints and  
H igh Force.

Elsew here, w riters Ian  Forbes, B rian 
Young, Clive Crossley and  Lesley H ehir 
explore the  range of factors, both n a tu ra l 
and  hum an, th a t  have shaped the  a rea  and  
th e  fea tu res th a t  give the  N orth  Penn ines 
its  distinctiveness.

C oncentrating  on the  developm ent of lead 
m ining in  the  a rea , the  book highlights the  
various w ays th a t  the  industry  has changed 
both  th e  landscape and  the  local 
com m unities. As the  w riters point out,

LEAD MINING LANDSCAPES
of the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

R ugged: The Pennine landscape

more th an  2,000 years of exploitation of the 
a rea ’s reserves of lead ore not only carved a 
new landscape b u t also developed the a rea’s 
industria l heritage of mine sites, washing 
floors, sm elt mills, villages and 
farm steads. The book also focuses on the

new discoveries of archaeologists.
A lthough much has been w ritten  about 

lead m ining in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
relatively little  is known about m ining 
before th is  time.

Using w ritten  m ining records of the 13th 
and 14th centuries, the book explains the 
discovery of lead veins in E lizabethan tim es 
and describes the dangerous conditions 
m iners were made to work in.

Similarly, the recent work of geologists is 
used to show how the rocks and landscape 
of the N orth Pennines record a journey 
through millions of years of geological time.

W ritten in an  inform al and accessible 
style, L e a d  M in in g  L a n d s c a p e s  o f  th e  N o r th  
P e n n in e s  A r e a  o f  O u ts ta n d in g  N a tu r a l  
B e a u ty  rem inds the reader th a t we have 
some of the most beautiful and in teresting 
landscapes in the country on our doorstep.

L e a d  M in in g  L a n d s c a p e s  o f  th e  N o r th  
P e n n in e s  A r e a  o f  O u ts ta n d in g  N a tu r a l  
B e a u ty . (Published by D urham  County 
Council, 98pp), by Ian  Forbes, B rian Young, 
Clive Crossley and Lesley Hehir, 
photographs by Graem e Peacock, is 
available a t the  T eesd a le  M e rc u ry  shops a t 
B arnard  Castle, Middleton-in-Teesdale and 
West Auckland, priced £9.95.

This play confronts real 
issues with raw honesty

Out & About
7.30pm. Adm ission free.

R S C  b r i n g s  

m a g i c  t o  a  

t r a n s f o r m e d  

l e i s u r e  

c e n t r e
J U L IU S  C A ESA R  b y  W illia m  
S h a k e s p e a r e
R o y a l  S h a k e s p e a r e  C o m p a n y , 
H a m b le to n  L e is u r e  C e n tr e , 
N o r th a l l e r to n , 1 4 -1 8  S e p te m b e r

T H E  Royal S hakespeare  
C om pany’s to u rin g  production of 
J u liu s  C aesa r cam e to 
N orth a lle rto n .

T he perform ances took place 
a t  th e  H am bleton  Leisure 
C en tre , in  th e  S ports  H all. The 
RSC O n Tour ta k e s  th e  th e a tre  
itse lf, a s  w ell a s  th e  acto rs and  
s tag e  crew, to  p a r ts  of th e  
co u n try  ra re ly  v isited  by large- 
scale professional d ram a 
com panies.

In  less  th a n  24 hours, a  500- 
s e a te r  au d ito riu m  is erected  in  a 
space norm ally  occupied by 
b ad m in to n  cou rts  an d  five-a
side football.

T he ex h ila ra tin g  an tic ipation  
c rea ted  by th e  tran sfo rm atio n  of 
th is  fam ilia r h a ll in to  a 
w onderfu l new  shape w ith  
exciting  possib ilities w as 
buzzing  ro u n d  th e  building.

I t  w as as  if m agic w as in  th e  
a ir: T he th e a tre  h ad  come to 
tow n.

T he p lay  -  Ju liu s  C aesar — is 
as d is tu rb in g ly  re lev an t to the  
p re sen t day, as it  w as w hen 
S h ak esp eare  w rote i t  in  th e  
s ix teen th  century.

RSC’s m odern  dress 
production  w as deliberately  
am biguous as  to  its  
con tem porary  po in ts of 
references.

O u ts tan d in g  am ong th e  actors 
w as C h ris topher S au l as Caesar. 
He h ad  th e  s ta tu re  and  presence 
to evoke th e  a rro g an t confidence 
of a  tr iu m p h a n t leader, and  the 
exaggera ted  sw agger of the 
show m an craving  public 
a tte n tio n  an d  flattery.

Zubin  V arla’s B ru tu s  w as 
conscience-racked, b u t also 
sho rt-tem p ered  and  
dom ineering  w hen angry; an  
u n sy m p ath e tic  characterisation .

C assius (A drian  Schiller), the  
arch-conspirator, and  M ark  
A ntony  (G ary Oliver), C aesa r’s 
h a tc h e t m an, w ere both  
iden tifiab le  as m odern  political 
types

The audience clapped and  
clapped u n til th e  badm in ton  
n e ts  shook!

PAM GRUNW ELL

TALK A B O U T T H E  PA SSIO N  
b y  G ra h a m  F a r r o w  
T H E  A R C  T h e a tr e , S to c k to n -o n -  
T ees, u n t i l  O c to b er  9.

HOW does a father deal 
with the violent death of 
his six-year-old son at the 
hands of a paedophile?

Is the tabloid m edia 
d is to rting  and  underm ining  the 
values of our civilised society?

These are  the  two big 
questions addressed  in  Talk 
about the  Passion, a seventy- 
m inu te  tw o-hander playing a t 
The ARC T heatre , Stockton-on- 
Tees u n til S a tu rday  9 October.

M ick Miller, fa th e r of the 
m urdered  child, briefly becomes 
a sp iran t au th o r Jason  
Carroway, to obtain  an  
interview  w ith  Evelyn Ayles, 
who h as  edited  a  highly 
successful book w ritten  by his 
son’s m urderer.

M iller is a working-class 
Teessider whose life has 
collapsed around  him , b u t who 
still d ream s of h is son playing 
for the  ‘Boro’.

Ayles is one of T hatcher’s 
children; she places a high 
priority  on personal grooming 
and  h er driving force is m aking 
money, for herself.

Their clash is physically and 
verbally b ru tal. The fa ther 
m ust have our sym pathies, bu t 
w hen he seems in ten t on 
strang ling  and/or rap ing  the 
woman, we fear for her safety 
no m a tte r how obnoxious she 
has been.

B ut not for long: Evelyn Ayles 
is repulsively resilient.

The sickening point a t issue 
is th a t  Mick M iller has not only 
to come to term s w ith  his son’s 
m urder, bu t th a t  he has also to 
live w ith  the  way society, under 
the corrupt influence of the 
m edia, tre a ts  him, the  victim.

Vilified unjustifiably by the 
press, he is rejected by his wife, 
his m ates and  his own father.

He has to w atch as strangers 
salaciously pore over the 
m u rd ere r’s book, reading the 
horrifying details of his son’s 
to rtu re.

Ayles’ a ttem p t to m atch his

angry despair w ith her 
experience of a botched abortion 
strikes the wrong note for 
Miller, and indeed for the 
audience.

Is she telling the tru th  or 
dram atising it?

However, she has clearly 
recovered her sang-froid.

H er ensuing m anipulation of 
M iller’s need for revenge is 
chilling, not least because one 
suspects an ulterior motive.
The play ends as it began: 
Evelyn Ayles, successful book 
editor, receives her post. She 
also-gets her ju s t deserts.

Playw right Graham  Farrow, 
who lives and works in Yarm, 
reports th a t the in itia l idea for 
the  play came from the media 
reaction to the m urder of Jam ie 
Bulger in 1993.

M edia events since th a t time, 
which have shown increasing 
evidence of the m anipulation of 
the news and public opinion by 
the tabloid press, underline the 
im portance of the question he 
asks here in  such starkly tragic 
circumstances.

Actors Daniel Ainsleigh 
(currently appearing in  ITVs 
Steel River Blues) and Phillipa 
Peak are u tterly  convincing in 
their two very different roles.

Ainsleigh is outstanding. He 
has perfected the way in which 
working-class men tell a story: 
it is a  style th a t verges on 
‘stand-up’, un til you realise th a t 
w hat he is recounting here, is 
desperately, heart-rendingly 
sad.

Peak cleverly m atches Ayles’ 
ultra-sm ooth exterior with 
glimpses of her ruthless 
determ ination within.

The set, designed by Michael 
Taylor, underlines the 
discontinuity between Mick 
M iller’s experiences and  Evelyn 
Ayles’ a ttitude  to life. H er office 
is coolly understated  in  white, 
w ith pretentious abstract a r t  in 
red and black.

If there are tickets left for the 
last few performances, do not 
miss the opportunity to see this 
play which confronts a real 
contem porary issue w ith raw  
honesty.

PAM GRUNWELL

Wednesday October 6
•  Slide show

‘Iceland’, by Joan and Ian 
Martin.
7.30pm in  the M ethodist 
Church H all, B arnard  Castle, 
A dm ission, including  coffee, £2.

•  Age Concern inform ation  
bus
Bowes, near the A ncient 
Unicorn, 10am-12noon. Also at 
Cotherstone near the Village
H all 1.30pm-3.30pm.

Thursday October 7_______
•  Teesdale Photographic  

Society
Clifford Staley - Austria. Slides 
and prints for Yorkshire and 
South Durham.
7.30pm in  the M asonic Hall, 
M iddleton-in-Teesdale..

•  Cotherstone 50/60 Club 
Harvest festival and AGM. 
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

•  M iddleton in Teesdale  
carn ival com m ittee  
Meeting, including AGM.
7.30pm in  M iddleton Prim ary  
School.

•  Glass Engraving Exhibition  
and Dem onstration  
Demonstration by local artist 
Lawrence Staley.
10am-4pm daily  u n til October 
13. Castle Gallery, W itham Hall, 
B arnard  Castle..

•  Flow er Class  
M ickleton Village H all every 
Thursday for ten weeks.
Tel: 01833  622378

Friday October 8
•  H arvest Festival Service  

Followed by Harvest festival 
Supper.
S t M ary's Staindrop. 6.30pm.

•  Pic’n M ix concert
With wine and savouries. A 
collection will also be taken for 
‘Send a Cow to Africa’
Winston Church, Winston,

Saturday October 9

•  Barnard Castle Ramblers 
11 miles of paths and old 
railway route.
9am  John  Street. Cars to Dales 
Centre car park  at Stanhope to 
catch 10am no 101 bus to 
Westgate. Return via West Rigg, 
Bishop's Seat, Stotfold, Spains 
Field.
Tel: 01642 341205. 

Sunday October 10________

•  H arvest Festival
Guest preacher Astley Fenwick 
will be joined by children from 
Forest School. Music from 
Middleton and Teesdale Band. 
6.30pm Jam es' Church, Forest 
and  Frith
Tel: 01833 693181

•  W inston Harvest Festival 
F am ily service at 9.30pm. 
Children are asked to bring 
donations o f produce.

Monday October 11

•  Barnard Castle and 
D istrict H istory Society 
Rokeby and Sir Walter Scott 
with guest speaker Mr D 
Butler.
United Reform ed Church Hall, 
2pm
Tel: 01833  631299  

Tuesday October 12______
•  Teesdale Carers  

Hands on Health Course. 
Aimed at carers young and old, 
who are looking after a relative. 
10.30am -12.30pm. Carers 
Centre, 35, Victoria Road, 
B arnard  Castle.
Tel: 01833  630202

•  Middleton-in-Teesdale 
m ale voice choir 
Concert, followed by harvest 
supper. Proceeds in aid of 
Rokeby and Brignall Church 
Funds.
M oritt A rm s Hotel, Greta 
Bridge, 7.30pm. Tickets cost £5. 
Tel: 01833 638034

Out and About is a free service. Deadline for entries is Thursday at 12noon for the 
following week. We regret that we are currently unable to take Out and About entries 
over the phone. Send entries to Out and About, Teesdale Mercury, 24 Market Place, 
Barnard Castle, DL12 8NB, email them to editor@teesdalemercufy.co.uk or drop them 
into our office in Barnard Castle or Middleton-in-Teesdale. Every effort will be made to 
publish every entry received, however, pressure of space means we regret that we can 
not guarantee publication. To guarantee publication of your event details contact our 
advertising department on 01833 633605 to discuss a What’s On advertisement

N e w  f u n d r a i s e r  a t  B o w e s
THE Bowes M useum, B arnard  Castle has appointed a new member 
of staff to its team .

The new post of Fundraising and  Sponsorship Officer has been 
taken  up by K ate Le Sueur, 23, who began work a t the prestigious 
M useum early September. H er role is to generate income for the 
M useum, a registered charity, to support the restoration and 
developm ent project along w ith conservation projects, acquisitions 
and  the dynamic exhibitions programme.

Bonhams
A U C T I O N E E R S  &  V A L U E R S

D o  y o u  v a l u e  

y o u r  t r e a s u r e s ?

Curious to know whether you 
have something of value? It 
could pay to talk to Bonhams.

Butterwick  
H ospice Care

We are seeking antique furniture, 
paintings, ceramics, silver, 
jewellery and works of art for 
forthcoming sales.

For expert advice with a view to 
selling through Bonhams 
call Henrietta Graham or Claire 
Jarmain on 01677 424 114

Charity Valuation Day in aid 
of Butterwick Hospice 
The Church Hall, Newgate, 
Barnard Castle, Co Durham 
Wednesday 13 October 
11am to 3pm
A team of specialists will be 
available to advise on antiques 
including silver, jewellery, books, 
pictures, ceramics, furniture, and 
all works of art. £1 entry and 
£1 For each item valued.
All proceeds to Butterwick 
Hospice at Bishop Auckland

Bonhams, M a rk e t Chambers, 14 M arket Place, Bedale DL8 1EQ 
w w w .bonham s.com

NOW  O PEN

D i s t a n c e  N o  O b j e c t

Contemporary installation by acclaimed artist 
Lubaina Himid and friends
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THE BOWES
----------- MUSEUM------------

Barnard Castle, County Durham t: 01833 690606
w: www.bowesmuseum.org.uk e: info@bowesmuseum.org.uk

T h e  A r t s  

i s

p r o d u c e d  in  

a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h

h
THE BOWES
---------MUSEUM----------

EXTENSIVE 
RANGE OF 

DIARIES FOR 
2005

N O W  A V A IL A B L E  

A T  A L L  

B R A N C H E S  

O F  T H E

GTeestoale Jtlmurp
A Diary for every 

occasion

THE VILLAGE BOOKSHOP
Second hand books 

New books In stock orl ' ■ if
to order

Naxos Classical CD’s / 
M iddleton-in-Teesdale  

Tel: 01833 641133/640379 
OPEN ALL WEEK (inc. Sundaŷ

A utum n  clearout? 
Oxfam

desperately needs 
good quality saleable 

clothes and bric-a-brac.

S t u d i o  2 0 0 0

Creative Wedding 
Photography

Professional Personal Attention by
Malcolm G. Singleton

Photographer, 20 years experience.

Tel. 01325 281000

ALOE VERA
Try our Aloe Formula Drink with 

glucosamine & chondroitin

a nutritional powerhouse!
C hoose yo u r  lifestyle 

in harm ony w ith  nature.

A L O E  V E R A  D I R E C T  
01388 834803

mailto:editor@teesdalemercufy.co.uk
http://www.bonhams.com
http://www.bowesmuseum.org.uk
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