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T};;NTH .-..volUiD HZALTH ASSEMBLY - - 31 NJAY 1957 
,t.QHLilV..J.lifilt;1S OF THREE-:~VEEK. SESSION 

YMC. 

·The Tenth ~ro1:lcl. Health Assembly conclucl.ecl. on 24 May a 
three-woek session J)resicl.ecl., ove1'.' by D1:. Sabih Hassan Al-Wahbi, 
former Minister of Heal th for Iraq. 

In the c our•se of this sessioi1 the Assembly defined the 
prograrnrne of' woJ:k of the ·}01:lcl. Health . .Organization fol" 1958 to 11e 
f':Lnancec1 b;,l a bu.cl.get of () l]. :5 r:1illibn and took impo1"tant cl.ec:Lsions 
increasing the 1::esponsi1')::lities of WHO in cancer r•esearch, malo.r:La 
eracUcat:Lon, health statist:Lcs and field activities to assist more 
than 100 gover1.1t11ent s in cl.evelo_1Jing theil"' health .. se1"Vices. 

This Assembly· w2.s ~cho fi1:st in eight yea1.,,s to be atte11cl.ecl. 
by four foJ.."merly in2ctivo Membel"s: Albania, Bulga1..,ia, Poland ahcl. 
tho USSR. At t he encl. of the session Romania a lso am1ow.1cecl. that it 
hacl. 1:esumecl. :L ts active .1)art:Lcip a t:Lon in WHO. ·rhe Assembly welcomEJd 
a. new Member Sta te, Gllano., which hac1 previously partici pated in WJ:,.v 
as an- Associate Meinbm: ( the Gold Coast). · 

The AssOJl1'hly decidecl. to renew the contract of' Dr. M.G.Oancl.2.u, 
Diroctor-Genero.l, n t tl1e expii-'a tion of' l'lis p11 esent· term of' of'fi ce 
on 21 July 1958 and ofi'erecl. him. a new cont pact f 01" up to five ye 8. l"S• 
Dr. Canel.au is to esi ve his reply bef ope 1 November this yea1:i. 

• Two cl.is tingui she c1. sci en tis ts were honou1"ed by the itssembly 
which awardo<'l. tho Leon BeJ:ina.nl. Founcl.ation P1"ize to D11

• Mal''cin 
Kacin"zak of J?ola.nc1 in J:ecogni tion of his outstanding coi.1,t11 ihution 
and pro.c tical achio:vcment s in the fi elc1 of' social medicine. Dr. 
Pa-:J.l F. Russell (US.A) of the Rockefeller Fom1c1a-tion pecei vec1 f11 om 
the hands of' the P1:.esicl.ent of tho World H.eetl th Assembly the Darling 
Fow.1dation medal Qncl. jJJ:ize foJ:> outstanding achievements in the 
con t.J:o l of mala1"ia. 

On the teclmicci.l sido, the 1958 p11 ogPamme of' work as approvocl. 
by the Assom•)ly includes tho i l'11_"C)l€me11.tation of almost 700 health 
pro jeqts in 112 countries uncl. "co1"11 it ox•ies. 1rhe ) .. ssembly noted with 
satisfaction a considerable increas~ of health act ivities pPoposed 
fo1.., the .,\f rican Region :Ln tho cont1"ol of commw:iicable diseases in 
ru11 al a11 eas. 

Other fe a tures of the pro11ramme :Lnclucl.e the cl.evelopment of t i1c 
techn:Lcal services that ?/HO J:011.cl.er·s all com1tries alike in the fiel ds 
of opic1emiology ancl. q_uaro.ntino , health statistics, theJ:>eapeutic 
su:bstances, cl.i-'ug acl.cl. icti on an.cl. a.evelopment of' stanc1al"cl.s for public 
health laborntories • 

.::..s 1:iee;J.J:cl.s cUsonso control the _,;.ssembly app1"o ved in par•ti-
cular inc1..,oasod acti vi tios to achieve mala ria e1"acl.ication: s o f'al: 
erncl.ication has bGen 2.c:1icved in ten cow.1tries 01" ter'J'.'ito11 :Les, 
is m1cl.m: way in 15 and has boon ini tititecl. 01'.' plAnnecl. in 38. In 
orcl.or to suppor,t these activities the 'No1'.'lc1 Hee.1th Assembly c a llecl. 
f'o1.., inc1:ea.sec1 contributions to the world m."1.l r-. rio. funcl. created two 
years nc,:o ancl o.skecl. t h:;. t me ti1ocl.s of f'uncl. J:2.:Lsin.g o thor thi:m inviting 
contri11utions froi'l goven1111cn t s should also be utilizec1. 

Delego. tes et tt~checl 110.rticular import2nce to 1J\THO' s }Jrogro.nrn1e 
dealing w:l th he9.l th o. s:9ec ts of the per.coful uses of n tomic 0ne1"gy. 

'rhis •••••••• 
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This pl"OgJ:ecrnme lays ,r.;;·,~ h f:.s is on t1":. ini ng of' hEJal th physicists 
a nc1 medical pe1"som1 8l. J;.n. IncUan propos-0.l that t he __ ssembly 
should xppe:-i" f'o1~·--·e/b"".n'·· on atolmc·· boihb teots was ruled out of' 
order '":Joca:u.'.JO the SUh j oct he.cl. not beG11. incli.1.cl.ec1 011 the agenda. 

. Th0 .\s s emhly do9 icl.ecl. that Y/HO should unc~.er te.ke an 
impor·c~.11t l"ese --- j::ch ·)1:0::::i:-:.mme on the epic1e;riiology- of' c ance1'.' 
in the ':lolief tha.t a compc.i-1at ive stucly of the v:1::iations bcvdce n 
c~:ncer typ€s :ln cl.if f er nt coun t ries vvill yield a clue to tho 
orig in of this disease. 

-
Tb'. e Assembly a l.so c.:Jp1:ov0cl. a 1"os ol 1J:cioJ.1 accepting t he 

offer of th0 :Philij)_pino govoTfo.1.011.t fop tho i'1:oe uso ·of lai.1.c1 
fo r· the .We ste1::n ~i?acif' ic Roni cn.Rl Office building and a con-
t1:ibuti6n of $.,500 , 000 to·7arcl.s the constructi on of the builcl.:L1w. 
Tho OC l;eptanco of' tho Phili ·,.,:9ine offel", how0ve1" , is "co11cl.i tionocl. 
on , tho satisfactory c \mcliti ons :o f tenu1:e and occD:p8.ncy c.ncl. p1:o-
vicl.ecl. thn t t he Ph:Ll:i.!y1ino gov o,~11111ent u.nde1.,t a kes to comp ens c1.tG 
'NHO on the bas:L s of th:: book value of.' th s bu:Llcl.:Lng if it' l"OVsrts 
to th0 gov Pnmon t: 1

• \VIIO w:Lll acl.vo.nce up to U~$250 , 000 fol'' 
c on struction costs, ~ l"ov~ decl. tjese conditi ons arc met. 

,.-..s usual the _·,.ssc;-,~i..1ly cl.-:wotec1 "pro days to technical 
cl.iscu.,s s ions. 1rhis ye:i.r 1 s sub ject was th2 l"ole of' the hosp i ta.1 
in tho puhlic ho,J.l tl1 ~)J:0; '. 1: "'i··~·.ie. 

Next yoa1" thJ .Yo1"lcl. Yi eJ.lth Assom;)ly will me8t i11. the 
United States whore it. ·Nill 2.l so ·hold a spe cial s e s s io11 to 
c Gl0b r a.te tho· tenth .::.nni -rcrs c.1"y of' the ' . ."orlcl. H<:)al th 01"g,?!.ni za t ion. 

Jm18 ll, 1957. ( T:L ;1e i ssuecl. 1715 hou1:s ) 
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