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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Raleigh Water Tower consists of a two-story rectangular gable roof
office building and an attached octagonal tower. To the rear, across an
enclosed courtyard, is a flat roof two-story building, The buildings retain
essentially their original exterior appearance. When William Dietrick
purchased the property in 1938, the interiors and the exterior trim were
seriously deteriorated, for the structures had been abandoned for several
years. Deitrick had the buildings gutted’and installed new trim and new
interiors suitable for use as offices. More recent minor remodeling has
been done by the North Carolina Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects, which now owns the building.

The front building, of brick laid in common bond, is four bays wide-and
two bays deep. The front (north) ficade, which abuts the sidewalk on Morgan
Street, is pedimented and contains in the second bay from the left the main
entrance. (Before the 1938 remodelling, the entrance was in the second bay
from the right, now a window.) The remaining bays are marked by windows with
molded surrounds and four-over-four sash. All the tiim, including the pedi-
ment, is of Georgian Revival design and was installed in 1938 or shatly
thereafter. :

The striking octagonal tower rises eighty-five feet in height and is
twenty-four feet in diameter. The lower portion, thirty feet in height, is
constructed of large rough blocks of granite. The upper portion is of brick
laid in common bond. A dring course of two rows of projecting bricks occurs
near the top of the tower. The whole was designed to serve as a base for an
iron water tank, removed in 192. Today the tower is covered by a slate roof]
The three-foot-thick walls are pierced at irregularly-spaced intervals by
lancet windows, an arrangement original to the building. (Two of them-at the
lower level have been replaced by larger trabeated windows.)

The rear 1 building, across a pleasant courtyard enclosed by a high brick
wall and containing an informal garden, is also of brick laid in common bond.
Its windows are set in segmental-arched openings, and its roof is sloped down
ward from the front to rear, with a parapet that descends on the sides in thr
steps. The exterior trim is like that of the other building.

The interiors of the buildings retain little of their original appearanc
The layouts have been arranged to provide office space, and the tiim, like
that of the exterior, is Georgian Revival. Originally the interior of the
tower had a dirt floor, with nothing to break the height of the tower. Nine
great supports of virgin-growth timber rose from the floor to the water tank
on top, which was reached by a spiral stair. These were removed by Mr. Dietn
Now the tower is divided into four levels, each a single octagonal room. The
two lower levels are entered through doors leading from the front building an
are finished, while the two upper ones, unfinished, are used for storage.
The most striking of the four tower rooms is the board room on the second flo
Here the walls am of the massive, undressed blocks of granite painted white,
which, together wih the scarlet carpet, create a dramatic foil for the hand-
some modern furnishings and open, curving stair that rises along the north
wall. The fourth level provides an interesting view of the upper portion of
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the tower. The brick walls, pierced at intervals by narrow pointed windows,
extend upward without any support except for the intermediate bracing added
by Mr. Dietrick as a safety precaution. High above, at the top of the tower,
the intricate framing that supports the roof can be seen. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

authorizing the constructicn of a badly needed water system for the city.
The Raleigh Water Company, chartered by the state legislature, bought a
3,978 =square-foot lot at 115 West Morgan Street on March 17, 1887, from
Mr. and Mrs. B. P. Williamson on which to build an 85-foot-high water towen
The $11,000 structure was completed in September, 1887, and by September
16 "a number of buildings on Fayetteville Street were connected to the
Water Works." On November 26, 1901, the Raleigh Water Company sold all
its property and equipment to the Wake Water Company, a company authorized
by an act of the General Assembly on February 8, 1901. The Wake Water
Company operated the plant until it went into receivership in 1913. For
several years previously, the quality of service had become less and less
satisfactory until public sentiment forced the city to take over the
operation. After purchasing the water system in June, 1913, the city used
the tower for several years until it was replaced by a larger tank and
tower. In 192l the tower was abandoned, and the 100,000-gallon iron tank

and sell the stone and brick for salvage.
William Henley Deitrick, a far-sighted Raleigh architect, bought the

his professional offices. Deitrick is associated with some of the better-
known buildings of this area such as Needham B. Broughton High School (1929
the expansion of Raleigh's main post office (1932), and Matthew Nowicki's
Dorton Arena (1953). The tower, used as a professional training laboratory
for young architects under Deitrick's direction, became synonymous with
departures from traditional orthodox designs. On May 27, 1963, '"the

of Architects to be used as their State Headquarters with the assurance .
that the property should be held as a historic site without substantial
change . . . in relative perpetuity."

With its ivy-covered tower rising among modern commercial buildings
on a busy city street, the Raleigh Water Tower is one of downtown Raleigh'sg
most picturesque landmarks. It is a notable vestige of Raleigh's history ag
a city, as distinct from its history as the capital of the state. Perhaps
most important, it is an excellent example of imaginative adaptive use of 3
building slated for destruction, dating from a time when such adaptive
rehabilitation was rare in North Carolina.

On November 11, 1886, the Raleigh board of aldermen adapted an ordinarice

tower from the city in May, 1938, and renovated the structure to accommédate

was removed from the top. The city considered plans to demolish the structure

structure was conveyed to the North Carolina Chapter of the American Institute
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service., The recommended
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National Register.
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