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DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

o Ruins o Unexposed 
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o Moved !Xl Original Site 

The Herring House is a two-story frame dwelling built with beaded 
weatherboards on a Flemish bond brick foundation. The south (front) facade 
is five bays wide with a central entrance surmounted by a four-light transom 
A single-story porch with a hip roof which carries around the front and the 
east gable end is a twentieth century addition.. The east and west ends each 
have two bays separated by a step-shouldered chimney of brick laid in, Flemis 
bond with a molded cap.. The west chimney contains a brick dated 1801. The 
rather narrow windows have nine-over-nine sash in the first story and nine
over-six in the second. The ornament of the handsome cornice is most curiou 
Apparently when the weatherboards just below the cornice were replaced, the 
rear sections of 'me modillions were cut off, leaving a peculiar row of 
modillion ends suspended from the cornice .. 

The interior has a center-passage plan with a large parlor on either 
side. The open-string stair features clrrvilinear brackets and a simple 
balustrade with posts and balusters square in section. It rises from the 
left side of the main hall in two flights. The east room contains a second 
enclosed stair which ascends to the second level. 

The walls in the hall are plastered above a flat-panel wainscot while 
the rest of the house has plaster walls above and below a molded chair. rail. 
The attic is unfinished. 

The mantBls are of typical Federal design, each individualized ~vith 
gouged and carved ornament.. The most elaborate is of modified three-part 
form, with the center tablet no ,wider than the end blocks. It features 
fluted pilasters beneath a horizontal lower frieze band adorned with gouge
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work scallops, a motif repeated on the frieze blocks, and an intrica'Ce gouge 
cornice. The other mantBls feature end blocks only, with various combinatiols 0 

of gouge and fretwork. 

Of particular interest is an early cupboard, located at the head of the 
se'condary stair next to the partition wall. It rises to the ceiling and is 
capped by a dentil cornice. The side facing the stair is flat-paneled. The 
acce ssible side has tTtJ"o doors: a small lower door livi th two flat panels, the 
upper livith the nonnal six-panel arrangement. 
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The Herring House was built by one of the early families to settle in' 
Lenoir County. It is a well-preserved Federal farmhouse with the restrain d 
yet inventive detail typical of the more ambitious vernacular dwellings of 
the period. 

The Herring family settled very early in what is now Lenoir County. 
A deed of May 10, 1736, refers to a paten~ of August, 1720, to John Herrin. 
John Herring of this area ~vas a representative in the North Carolina 
Assembly in 1749. His son Joshua held the office of justice of the peace 
in 1776 .. 

The Herring House, the construction date of which is suggested by a 
brick in the chimney marked "1801, II was probably built by Joshua's son, 
Edward Matchet Herring (1755-1825), or Edward's son, William Herring (1779 1830) .. 

In October 11, 1889, William's youngest son, Joshua James Herring, Sr., 
deeded the house ~vi th a 314-acre tract to his son, Needham Whitfield Herri g 
(1856-1942). The Herring homestead has remained in the family to the prese t. 



by Charle s Blume, Jr , survey spa cialis t; archi te c tural descrip tio 
by John Wells, former survey supervisor. 

County Records, Lenoir County Courthouse, Kinston, North Carolina, 
Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills) 

Count,y Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups Deeds, Wills) 

STATE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE: 
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o 

Surve and P1annin Unit 
, ORGANIZATION 

Division of Archives and Histor 
T AND NUMBER: 

Street 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

p.valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park SerVice. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Local Q9 

Name (idf!{~~i>'//~=----";~~' ---
H. G. Jone 

Title Director, Division of Archives 
and History 

20 August 1973 
Date __________________________________ ~----~ 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

35° 19' 44" 77° 48' 13" 

DATE 

20 August 1973 

STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D~~e ______________________________________ ___ 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date ______________________________________ ___ 
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Herring House 
LaGrange vicini ty 
North Carolina 

USGS Map 
Scale: 1: 62,500 
Date: 1957 
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