
11

10 years of Kovcheg / 10 years of Kovcheg / 
Russian Russian EcovillagiesEcovillagies

July 2011July 2011



EcoEco--village Kovcheg village Kovcheg http://www.ecohttp://www.eco--kovcheg.rukovcheg.ru// 22

KovchegKovcheg KKeyey FFactsacts

Established in 2001Established in 2001
KalugaKaluga region, 140 km from Moscow (SW)region, 140 km from Moscow (SW)
120 hectares (former 120 hectares (former agag. field). field)
79 plots of land (~250 persons)79 plots of land (~250 persons)
More than 100 houses were buildMore than 100 houses were build from from 
scratch (12scratch (12--20 per year)20 per year)
140 persons (54 families) 140 persons (54 families) -- live permanentlylive permanently
20 children were born in Kovcheg20 children were born in Kovcheg
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The Main Ideas The Main Ideas 
of Kovchegof Kovcheg

Every family or Every family or every member has its own every member has its own 
piece of landpiece of land to create their Space of Loveto create their Space of Love
On these plots On these plots tens of thousands of trees tens of thousands of trees 
and bushes and bushes have already been plantedhave already been planted
Every plot has now Every plot has now many fruitmany fruit--trees and an trees and an 
organic vegetables gardenorganic vegetables garden

So So every family has everything necessary every family has everything necessary 
for happy simple lifefor happy simple life (own house, organic food, fresh (own house, organic food, fresh 
air, pure water and clean environment air, pure water and clean environment –– this makes this place this makes this place 
ideal for our children ideal for our children –– our futureour future))
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We build 12We build 12--20 new 20 new 
houses every yearhouses every year
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Starting from Starting from 
early springearly spring 
working hardworking hard
with significantwith significant 
help of children help of children ☺☺
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In winter 2009/2010 we had every day In winter 2009/2010 we had every day 
temperature below 30temperature below 30°°C C 

during more than one week.during more than one week.
So warm houses are important  for good life!So warm houses are important  for good life!
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Just only common house Just only common house 
started at the centerstarted at the center 
of clear Kovcheg fieldof clear Kovcheg field

Satellite photos for several yearsSatellite photos for several years 
(old photo)(old photo)
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5 years later:5 years later:
•• roadsroads
•• many housesmany houses
•• first pondsfirst ponds
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8 years later:8 years later:
•• more roadsmore roads
•• more housesmore houses
•• more pondsmore ponds
•• bigger treesbigger trees
•• permaculturepermaculture
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New settlement New settlement ‘‘KovchegKovcheg’’ 
(point on the map)!(point on the map)!

Russian Federation Government Resolution dated Russian Federation Government Resolution dated 
August 20, 2009 N 684, Moscow "On the naming of August 20, 2009 N 684, Moscow "On the naming of 
geographical objects in the geographical objects in the KalugaKaluga and and KostromaKostroma 
regions"regions"

Published on August 25, 2009 Published on August 25, 2009 
Effective Date: September 2, 2009 Effective Date: September 2, 2009 
In accordance with Federal law "On the naming of In accordance with Federal law "On the naming of 
geographical objects" the Government of Russia geographical objects" the Government of Russia 
decides: decides: 
Based on representations: Based on representations: 
Legislative Assembly of Legislative Assembly of KalugaKaluga region region -- given the given the 
name "Kovcheg" village, created in name "Kovcheg" village, created in MaloyaroslavetsMaloyaroslavets 
metro area metro area KalugaKaluga region;region;
KostromaKostroma

 

Oblast Oblast DumaDuma

 

--

 

assign the name of "Levin" assign the name of "Levin" 
village, created in village, created in SudislavskomSudislavskom

 

metro area metro area KostromaKostroma

 
region. region. 

Chairman of the Russian Federation GovernmentChairman of the Russian Federation Government 
V.PutinV.Putin

Russian Government Russian Government 
approve new settlement approve new settlement 
(point on the map) (point on the map) --

 
our our 

ecovillage ecovillage ““KovchegKovcheg””
 

in in 
September 2009!September 2009!
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KinKin’’s domain (house, beehives, organic garden)s domain (house, beehives, organic garden)
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Small house,Small house,
big house,big house,
kitchen gardenkitchen garden
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Some of houses (~10% of all)Some of houses (~10% of all)
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OurOur principlesprinciples

Every member (family or person) have 1 ha Every member (family or person) have 1 ha 
of land from our inner Nonof land from our inner Non--Profit OrganizationProfit Organization
Decisions are made at community meetings by Decisions are made at community meetings by 
75% of votes75% of votes
Required:Required:

Permanent residencePermanent residence
Organic gardeningOrganic gardening
No smoking, no alcohol No smoking, no alcohol 
Composting toiletsComposting toilets
No animals for meatNo animals for meat
No constructed fences between plots No constructed fences between plots 



EcoEco--village Kovcheg village Kovcheg http://www.ecohttp://www.eco--kovcheg.rukovcheg.ru// 1515Ecovillage living is wonderful for childrenEcovillage living is wonderful for children



EcoEco--village Kovcheg village Kovcheg http://www.ecohttp://www.eco--kovcheg.rukovcheg.ru// 1616

School built and started in 2007, now 2 forms runningSchool built and started in 2007, now 2 forms running

3 forms will be from September 2011 3 forms will be from September 2011 
(more rooms, more equipment, more teachers)(more rooms, more equipment, more teachers)
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Point of cooperationPoint of cooperation
good principles good principles →→

 
attractive place attractive place →→

 
communitycommunity

Cooperation makes our life easy, Cooperation makes our life easy, 
effective and environmentally friendlyeffective and environmentally friendly
Different persons responsible for different Different persons responsible for different 
tasks of community living: education, tasks of community living: education, 
government relations, operation ofgovernment relations, operation of
machinery, snow removal and etc.machinery, snow removal and etc.
This decrease dependency upon moneyThis decrease dependency upon money
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Community projectsCommunity projects
Community houseCommunity house
Forest cleanup and thinningForest cleanup and thinning
SawSaw--mill workshop + Woodmill workshop + Wood--working workshopworking workshop
Three community drawThree community draw--wellswells
Community sauna (and 10+ private saunas)Community sauna (and 10+ private saunas)
Education seminarsEducation seminars (eco(eco--beekeeping, ecobeekeeping, eco--house house 
construction, ecoconstruction, eco--living, stove construction, herbal, living, stove construction, herbal, 
motherhood)motherhood)
Machinery (community owned): tractor, 2 excavators, Machinery (community owned): tractor, 2 excavators, 
big lorry track, graderbig lorry track, grader
Videos (educational, ecological etc)Videos (educational, ecological etc)
Meetings of Meetings of ‘‘livingliving’’ EcovillagesEcovillages
Web site (20000+ visitors monthly, 40+ hours of video)Web site (20000+ visitors monthly, 40+ hours of video)
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Forest cleanup and thinning projectForest cleanup and thinning project
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Ecovillage tractor with winch Ecovillage tractor with winch 
for selective logging for selective logging 
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WoodWood--working workshop            Sawworking workshop            Saw--mill workshopmill workshop

DDumpump--trucktruck GGraderrader Small excavator  Big excavator  Tractor Small excavator  Big excavator  Tractor 

Our community infrastructure (not all):Our community infrastructure (not all):
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DoorDoor

KitchenKitchen 
tabletable

Music Music 
instrumentinstrument

Inside the Inside the 
woodwood--working working 
workshopworkshop
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Community house Community house 
(12x14 m)(12x14 m)

Constructed in 2002Constructed in 2002
School added in 2007School added in 2007
Decorated in 2008Decorated in 2008
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SSeminarseminars

We provide up to 15 seminars per year We provide up to 15 seminars per year 
on 6 topics (all 3 days long):on 6 topics (all 3 days long):

Ecological houses construction (most Ecological houses construction (most 
popular)popular)
Ecological livingEcological living
Natural sustainable beekeepingNatural sustainable beekeeping
Stove constructionStove construction
Seminar for mothersSeminar for mothers
Herbal seminar  Herbal seminar  
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Stages of lightStages of light--adobe house constructionadobe house construction

SSeminareminars on ecos on eco--houses construction houses construction 
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A pretty artistic A pretty artistic 
house (now under house (now under 
roof) and itroof) and it’’s creators creator
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Community projects:Community projects: 
Seminars in Natural Seminars in Natural 
BeeBee--keepingkeeping

Natural beekeeping:Natural beekeeping:
No sugarNo sugar
No beeNo bee--drugsdrugs
Minimum interventionsMinimum interventions
Central Russian bee varietyCentral Russian bee variety
New (old forgotten) beeNew (old forgotten) bee--hiveshives
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Beehives with traditional painting Beehives with traditional painting 
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Life is really happy (many celebrations including solstice celebLife is really happy (many celebrations including solstice celebrations)rations)
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Organic gardeningOrganic gardening
In KovchegIn Kovcheg
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Community project:Community project: 
VideoVideo’’ss

9 video 9 video (all in Russian)(all in Russian): : 
Educational Educational 

Warm light adobe house constructionWarm light adobe house construction
Timber house constructionTimber house construction

PopularPopular
““A Gift to TownsmanA Gift to Townsman”” (2 DVD)(2 DVD)
Presentations on Presentations on ““Meeting of Meeting of ‘‘livingliving’’ ecovillagesecovillages--20082008””
(8 hours)(8 hours)
Presentations on Presentations on ““Meeting of Meeting of ‘‘livingliving’’ ecovillagesecovillages--20092009””
(16 hours)(16 hours)

About our and other About our and other ecovillagesecovillages
““22--days seminar of Kovcheg in Saintdays seminar of Kovcheg in Saint--PetersburgPetersburg””
(7 hours (7 hours –– best lectures from 14 hours of seminar)best lectures from 14 hours of seminar)
GrishinoGrishino ecovillageecovillage
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2 DVD2 DVD’’s s –– projectproject 
““A Gift to the townsmanA Gift to the townsman””

Our contribution to the culture transition Our contribution to the culture transition 
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Kovcheg in Spring                      Kovcheg in SummerKovcheg in Spring                      Kovcheg in Summer

Kovcheg in Winter                      Kovcheg in AKovcheg in Winter                      Kovcheg in Autumnutumn

Cooperation with TVCooperation with TV--channels channels –– 22--4 TV4 TV--reports or reports or 
documentardocumentariesies on central channelson central channels
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Web siteWeb site
www.ecowww.eco--kovcheg.rukovcheg.ru

20000+ visitors monthly20000+ visitors monthly
40+ hours of videos available for free 40+ hours of videos available for free 
(seminars, presentations, stories)(seminars, presentations, stories)
Papers, description of practical solutionsPapers, description of practical solutions
EE--book book ““Joy of BeekeepingJoy of Beekeeping”” (free also)(free also)
Many photosMany photos
Ecovillage webEcovillage web--shopshop
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10 years10 years
For 10 years:For 10 years:

Construct under roof 100+ housesConstruct under roof 100+ houses
Plant thousands of trees, bushes, gardensPlant thousands of trees, bushes, gardens
Create many ponds, drawCreate many ponds, draw--wells, irrigation systems wells, irrigation systems 
Create point Create point ““KovchegKovcheg”” on official mapon official map
Protect forest from final harvesting and start forest cleanup Protect forest from final harvesting and start forest cleanup 
projectproject
Accumulate experience in natural beekeeping Accumulate experience in natural beekeeping 
(100+ beehives on 16 plots)(100+ beehives on 16 plots)
In 2007 start schoolIn 2007 start school
20 children was born in ecovillage20 children was born in ecovillage
54 families now live permanently54 families now live permanently
Initial common infrastructure created (electricity, workshops)Initial common infrastructure created (electricity, workshops)

But we are only in start of our way!But we are only in start of our way!
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Russia and NIS Russia and NIS ecovillagesecovillages* * 
statistics and eventsstatistics and events

Based on the list of living Based on the list of living ecovillagesecovillages
 and meetings of living and meetings of living ecovillagesecovillages

* Including alternative villages and * Including alternative villages and kinskins domain villagesdomain villages
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EcovillagiesEcovillagies in exin ex--USSRUSSR 
The Internet dataThe Internet data--base of base of e.ve.v. initiatives. initiatives

In exIn ex--USSR:USSR:
~2500 groups during last 10 years~2500 groups during last 10 years
~2~2550 0 groupsgroups ggoot lt laandnd ((atat leastleast initialinitial docsdocs))
~~10100 0 ‘‘livingliving’’ ecovillagesecovillages

•• GoogleGoogle--based interactive mapbased interactive map
•• Internet dataInternet data--base with many fields base with many fields 
•• Every ecovillage login and edit itEvery ecovillage login and edit it’’s infos info
•• Available on Available on www.poselenia.ruwww.poselenia.ru ((rusrus) ) 

http://www.poselenia.ru/
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The list of living The list of living ecovillagesecovillages 
onlyonly 
Another sourceAnother source

WinterWinter--based, based, only confirmed dataonly confirmed data. . 
On 2009/2010 winterOn 2009/2010 winter::

In Russia: ~441 families 80 living In Russia: ~441 families 80 living ecovillagesecovillages
In 10 biggest 228In 10 biggest 228 families, in 70 other 213 familiesfamilies, in 70 other 213 families
4+ families in 35 4+ families in 35 e.ve.v..

Ukraine: 74 families in 15 Ukraine: 74 families in 15 ecovillagesecovillages..
BelorussiaBelorussia, Moldova, Latvia, Kazakhstan: , Moldova, Latvia, Kazakhstan: 
17 families in 5 17 families in 5 ecovillagesecovillages..

Total: 532 families in 100 Total: 532 families in 100 e.ve.v. (. (at least!at least!).).
Actual list on Actual list on www.ecowww.eco--krug.rukrug.ru



EcoEco--village Kovcheg village Kovcheg http://www.ecohttp://www.eco--kovcheg.rukovcheg.ru// 4242

We have 5 monthly We have 5 monthly 
newspapers, about newspapers, about 
ecovillagesecovillages (2 official, (2 official, 
listed in catalogs of listed in catalogs of 
newspapers).newspapers).

This one This one ““KinKin’’s lands land”” 
established in 2002 established in 2002 
and in June 2011 there and in June 2011 there 
was 83 issue. Oriented was 83 issue. Oriented 
to kinto kin’’s domain s domain 
ecovillagesecovillages..

Subscription available Subscription available 
in ANY post office in in ANY post office in 
Russia.Russia.
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Another monthly Another monthly 
newspaper newspaper ““To be a To be a 
goodgood””. In 2011 there . In 2011 there 
was 65 issues. Strictly was 65 issues. Strictly 
oriented to kinoriented to kin’’s s 
domain villages.domain villages.

Subscription available Subscription available 
in any post offices in in any post offices in 
Russia, Russia, BelorussiaBelorussia 
and Ukraine (!).and Ukraine (!).

We have also several We have also several 
regional regional ecovillagesecovillages 
newspapers.newspapers.
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Meetings of Meetings of ‘‘LivingLiving’’ 
EcovillagesEcovillages

Kovcheg hosted 4 out of 5 meetings of Kovcheg hosted 4 out of 5 meetings of 
‘‘livingliving’’ ecovillagesecovillages (in 2005, 2008, 2009 (in 2005, 2008, 2009 
and 2010).and 2010).
The latest meeting:The latest meeting:

32 32 ecovillagesecovillages (32 (32 ‘‘livingliving’’) from 6 countries) from 6 countries
60 people60 people
4 days of presentations4 days of presentations

Kovcheg maintains Kovcheg maintains “’“’LivingLiving’’ EcovillagesEcovillages
ListList”” ((with conservative estimationwith conservative estimation))
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Meeting 2008 (4 days)Meeting 2008 (4 days)

Meeting 2009 (4 days)Meeting 2009 (4 days)

Of courseOf course 
with songswith songs

and hot and hot 
dances!!!dances!!!
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International meeting of International meeting of ‘‘livingliving’’ ecovillagesecovillages, , 
32 32 ecovillagesecovillages (32 living), 60 representatives(32 living), 60 representatives

Meeting 2010 (4 days), 6 countries: Russia, Ukraine, Meeting 2010 (4 days), 6 countries: Russia, Ukraine, 
Byelorussia, Estonia, Sweden and Finland Byelorussia, Estonia, Sweden and Finland 
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Young volunteers Young volunteers 
Camps in KovchegCamps in Kovcheg

2 weeks2 weeks
33--rd time this summerrd time this summer
1818--27 year old participants27 year old participants
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CampCamp--20092009

CampCamp--20102010

MusicMusic

With our animalsWith our animals
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Natural beeNatural bee--keeping teachingkeeping teaching

We have about 40 We have about 40 
prepared learning prepared learning 
topics and select topics and select 

the most the most 
interesting for the interesting for the 

campscamps
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Russian Stove cooking workshop Russian Stove cooking workshop –– good for girlsgood for girls
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Stove construction (Camp 2010 created campStove construction (Camp 2010 created camp’’s stove) s stove) 
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Traditional dances Traditional dances –– very good practice  very good practice  
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Exclusive masterExclusive master--class: class: 
Flying lessonsFlying lessons –– very important habitvery important habit
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Welcome to the Welcome to the 
Young Volunteers Camp Young Volunteers Camp 

this year!this year!
24 24 July July -- 07 07 August August 20112011

Application and info on:Application and info on: 
http://ecohttp://eco--kovcheg.ru/molod_lager.htmlkovcheg.ru/molod_lager.html
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