Johann Friedrich Blumenbach,
On the Natural Variety of Mankind,
in The Anthropological Treatises of Jobann Friedrich
Blumenback (London, 1863)

The most influentiz] theorist of human vaziety in the late cighteenth and
carly nincreenth century, Johann Friedrich (1752~1840) was a
physiologist and anatomist who provided the most famous racial
typology of his generation. Bomn ac Gotha, Blumenbach studied
medicing at Jjena where he met and befriended Samuel Thomas
Sammering, who was later to become the most important anatomist in
Germany. Blumenbach graduated as a doctor from Gotingen in 1775,
In 1776 he was nominated exmaordinary, and then in 1778 ordinary,
Professor of Medicine. Blumenbach is often regarded as the founder of
the science of physical anthrapology and it was to this area of natural
history that his interests gravitated.

His dissertation De generis humani varietate naitiva (On the Namral
Variety of Mankind} was published in its first edition in 1775, This
treatise attempted to undermine notions of gradation in humanldnd.
Blumenbach swressed the unity of the human family and suggested that
comparative anatomy and the comparative study of physiology might
enable the scientist to draw the dividing Jine between specific and
variational distincrions, He clearly separated man from the apes,
ploneering the ‘anatogical method” of derermining species relations by
comparing the physical characteristics of organisms, such as the period
of gestation, life span, susceptibility to disease and so on. For
Blumenbach, physical vatiation resulted from environmental and social
change, occurring through a process of what he unfortunately described,
following Buffon, as ‘degeneration’. Surveying the whole range of
physical characteristics, but chiefly the skull, Biumenbach separated
humarity into four physical or racial varieties: Caucasian, Mongolian,
Ethiopian, and American. In the second edition to liis work of 1781 he
added the racial grouping of Malay thus producing the influentiat
fivefold typology of race that has haunted anthropological and cuitural
swudies until the present day. The third edition of De generis humani
varietate nativa, wuch revised and expanded was published in 1795 and
is the most complete statement of Blumenbach’s anthropology. It was
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translated into French by F. Chardel as De ['unité du genre busmain
(Paris, 1804). What gave Blumenbach's work its credibility was its
author’s siill in and knowiedge of comparative anatomy. But it was also
Blumenbach’s notorious ¢ollection of physical data which made his
findings appear authoritagive. Blumenbach collected a large number of
buman skalls of different races and nations (ke had eighty-two of these
in 1795) and used these as the basis of his physiological research. He
referred to his coilection as his Golgotha and many visitors, including
the young 8. T. Coleridge who amended his lectures in Géttingen in
1798, saw it. Blumenhach published a descriptive accoune of over sixty
of his crania in Collectionis swae craniornm diversarum gentivm
Hlustratae decades (1790-1828). Blumenbach argued that the original
tace of men was whire and that ali the other races had ‘degenerared’
from this norm according to climate and environment. Although he
regarded the Caucasian race as the most beautiful variety of men, he
stressed thar degeneration did not involve moral or intellecrual descent.
e also had a noted collection of literarure by black anthors and he
was a firm opponent of slavery and the slave trade. His Beytrige zur
Naturgeschichte or Contributions to Natural History {Gomingen, 1806}
contains 2 sustained plea for the full humaniry and equality of the negro
and enumerates many instances of the scientific and Hterary excellence
of the achievements of black people. Blumenbach’s influence on racial
thinking in the early nineteenth century was immense and his five fold

racial typology remains current. His emphasis on the possibility of -

determining zacial types from physical characteristics, however, was
clearly dangerous and open to abvious abuse. After his death his
coliection of skulls, greatly augmented, was put to use as a nucleus for
the development of the kind of Pan-German racist theory which reached
its nadir with the Nazis.

Reprinted here are Sections Three and Four of the third edition of De
gemeris from a translation by Thomas Bendyshe for the Anthropological
Society of London. Section One of the treatise sets out the evidence
from the ‘analogical method® for considering man as a sepasate species
and Secton Two discusses the process of degeneration in she animal

kingdom. Plate IV from the wosk is included which ilustrates skulls of -

Biumenbach’s five varieties of humanity.
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SECTION IV.

FIVE PRINCIPAL VARIETIES OF MANKIND, ONE SPECIES.

BO.  Janumerable varieties of mankind run tndo one another
by nsensible degrees.  'We have now completed a universal sur-
vey of the genuine varieties of mankind, And as, on the one
hand, we have not found & single one which does nat (as ig
shown in the last section but one) even among other warm-
blooded animals, especially the domestic ones, very plainly, and
in a very remarkable way, take place as it were under our eyes,
and deduce its origin from manifest causes of degeneration;
50, on the other hand (as is shown in the last section), no
variety exists, whetlier of colour, countenance, or stafure, &e., so

+ singalar as not to be connected with others of the same kind
by such an iraperceptible transition, that it is very clear they
are all related, or only differ from each other in degree.

81 Five prinsipal varieties of mankind may be reckoned,
Ag, hewever, even wmong these arbitrary kinds of divisions, one
is said to be hetter and preferable to another; after & long and
attentive consideration, all mankind, as far as it is at present
known to us, seems to me as if it may best, according to natural
truth, be divided into the five following varieties; which may
be designated and distinguished from eacl other by the names
laucasian, Mongolian, Etliopian, dmerican, and Malay. 1 have
allotted the first place to the Caucasian, for the reasons given
below, which make me esteem it the primeval one. This diverges
in both directions into two, most remote and very different from
each other; on the one side, namely, into the Ethiopian, and on
the other into the Mongolian. The remaining $wo occupy the
intermediate positions between that primeval one and these
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two extreme varieties; that is, the American between the Cau-
casian and Mongolian ; the Malay between the same Caueasian
and Ethiopian.

82, Characters and limits of these variefies. In the follow-
ing notes and deseriptions these five varieties must be generally
defined. To this enumeration, however, I must prefix a double
warning; first, that on account of the multifuriouns diversity
of the characters, according to their degrees, one or two alone
are not suffielent, but we must take several joined fogether;
and then that this union of characters is not so constant but
what it is liable to innumeralble exceptions in all and singular
of these varieties, Stiil this enumeration is so conceived as to
give a sufficiently plain and perspicuous notion of them in
general,

Caucasian variety. Colour white, cheels rosy {s. 43}; hair
brown or chestnut-coloured (5. 52); head subglobular (s. 62); face
oval, straight, its parts moderately defined, forchead smooth,
nose narrow, slightly hooked, mouth small {s. 56). The primary
testh placed perpendicularly to each jaw (s 62); the lips (espe-
cially the lower one) moderately open, the chin full and
roundsd (s, 56). In general, that kind of appearance which,
according &0 our opinion of symmetry, we consider most handsome
and becoming. To this first variety belong the inbabitants of
Fuarope {except the Lapps and the remaining deseendants of
the Finng) and those of Lastern Asia, as far as the river Ob,
the Crapian Sea and the Ganges; and lastly, these of Northern
Africa, '

Afongolian vartety. Colour yellow (s 43); hair Dlack, stiff,
straight and scanty (s. 52); head almost square (s. 62}, Ince
broad, at the same thne flat and depressed, the paris thersfore
less distinet, as it were running into one another; glabella fiat,
very broad; nose small, apish; cheeks usually globular, promi-

" nent outwardly; the opening of the eyelids narrow, linear; chin

slightly prominent (s. 56).. This variety comprehends the re-
maining inhabitants of Asia (except the Malays on the extre-
mity of the trans-Gangetic peninsula) and the Finnish popula-
tions of the cold part of Europe, the Lapps, &e. and the race of
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HEsquimaux, so widely diffused over North America, from Behs
ring's straits to the inhabited extremity of Greenland.

Bihaopian variety. Colour black (5. 48); hair black and
curly (s 52); head narrow, compressed at the sides (s 62);
forchead knotty, wneven; malar bones protruding outwards;
eyes very prominent; nose thick, mixed up as it were with the
witke jaws (s. 50); alveolar edge narrow, elongated in front; the
upper primaries obliquely prominent (s G23; the lips (espe-
cially the upper) very pully; chin rotreating (2. 56). Many are
Landy-legged (5. 6%). To this varicty belong all the Africans,
except those of the north,

American variety. Copper-cotoured (s. 43) ; hair black, stiff,
straight and scanty (s. 52); forehend short; eyes set very deep;
nose somewhat apish, but prominent; the face invariably brond,
with cheeks prominent, but not flat or depressed; its parts, if
seen in profile, very distinet, and as it were deeply chiselled
(s. 36); the shape of the forehead and head in many artificially
distorted. This variety comprehends the inhabitants of Ame-
rica except the Esquimaux,

Malay variety. Tawny-coloured (s. 48); hair black, soft,
curly, thick and plentiful (s. 52); head moderately narrowed;
forchead slightly swelling (s. 42); nose full, rather wide, as it
were diffuse, end thick; mouth large (s. 56), upper jaw some-
what prominent with the parts of the face when seen in profile,
sfficiently promiuent. and distinet from cach other (s, 56).
This last vaviety includes the islanders of the Pacifie Ocean,
together with the inhabitants of the Marianne, the Philippine,
the Molucea and the Sunda Islands, and of the Malayan pen.
insula,

83, Divisions of the varieties of mankind by other authors,
It seems Lut fair to give briefly the opinions of other authors
also, who have divided mankind into varieties, so that the
reader may compare them more easily together, and weigh
them, and choose which of them he likes best. The first per-
son, as far as I know, who made an attempt of this kind was a
certain anonymous writer who towards the end of the last
century divided mankind into four races; that is, first, one
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of all Burope, Lapland alone excepted, and Bowthern Asia,
Northern Africa, and the whole of America; secondly, that
of the rest of Africa; thirdly, that of the rest of Asia with the
islands towards the enst; fourthly, the Lapps’. Leibnitz di-
vided the men of our eontinent into four classes.  Two extromes,
the Laplanders and the Ethiopians; and as many intermediates,
one eastern (Mongulian), ene western (as the European)®,

Linnmus, following common geography, divided men indo
(1) the red American, (2) the white European, {3) the dark
Astatic, and () the black Negro®, Buffon distinguishod six varie-
ties of man: {1} Lapp or polar, (2) Tartar (by which name ac-
eording to ordinary language he meant the Mongolian}, (3) south
Asian, (§) European, (5} Ethiopian, (6) American®,

Amongst those who reckoned three primitive nations of
mankind answering to the number of the sops of Noah, Governor
Pownall is first entitled to praise, who, as far as I know, was nlso
the first to pay attention to the racial form of skull as connected
with this gubject, He divided these stocks inte white, red and
black. In the middle one he comprised both the blongolians
and Americans, as agreeing, besides other characters, in the con-
figuration of their skulls and the appearance of their hair.
Abbé de la Croix divides man into white and black, The
former again into white, properly so called, brown (bruns),
yellow { jaundtres), and olive-coloured®,

Kant derives four vavicties from dark-brown Autochthones:
the white one of northern Kurope, the copper-coloured Ame-
rican, the Llack one of Sensgambia, the olive-coloured Indian”,
John Hunter reckons seven varieties: (1) of biaclk men, that is,

1 Journal des Scavans, a. 1684, p. 133. Comyp. Rob, do Vaugoudy, il Nowwel
A tlas portut(f, Pavis, 1778, 410, PL 4.

3 In Feller in Otium Hanoveranum, p. 159.

3 After the year 1735, in all the editions of his iomortal work, Gmelin has
added fo the Inst edition, brought out by himself, my division, L. 1. p. 23,

* Theae six virieties kave been Deaatifully deseribed, swil in fact painted as it
were by the glowing brush of Maller, tu his olsssiosd work, Juleen zur philosophic
der geschichte der menschheit, T, 11, p, m. 468,

5 Camp. 4 New Collection of Toyages, &e. Lond, 1767, 8ve, Vol 1L p. 273,

8 Suw Heographic modene, T, 1 p. 62, ed. 5, and Vaugoudy, L ¢ PL 3. .

T Both in ¥ngel, Phiesoph. filr dic Welt. 'T, 15 aud i Berlingr monatssehrift,
1485, T. v
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Etkiopians, Papuans, &e.; {2) the blackish inhabitants of Mauri-
tania and the Cape of Good Hope; {3) the copper-coloured of
eastern India; (4} the red Americans; (5) the tawny, as Tartars,
Arabs, Persians, Chiness, &ec.; (6) brownish, as the southern
Europeans, Spaniards, &, Furks, Abyssinians, Samoiedes and
Lapps; {7) white, as the remaining Europeans, the (eorgians,
Mingrelians and Kabardinski®,

Zimmermann ig amongst those who place the aborigines of
mankind in the elevated Scythico-Asiatic plain, near the sources
of the Indng, Ganges and Obi rivers; and thence deduces the
varieties of Kurope (1), northern Asia, and the great part of
North America (2}, Arabla, India, and the Indian Archipe-
lago(83), Asia to the north-east, China, Cores, &e. (4), He is
of opinion that the Hthiopians deduce their origin from either
the first or the third of these varieties®

Meiners refers all nations to two stocks: (1) handsome,
{2) ugly; the first white, the latter dark. He includes in the
handsome stock the Celts, Sarmatians, and oriental nations,
The ugly stock embraces all the rest of ménkind® Kliigel
distinguishes four stogks: (1) the primitive, autochthones of that
elevated Asiatic plain we were speaking of, from which e
derives the inhabitanis of all the rest of Asia, the whole of
Europe, the extreme north of America, and northern Africa;
(2) the Negroes; (3) the Americans, except those of the extreme
north; (4) the Islanders of the southern ccean®, Metzger makes
two priucipal varietivs as extremes: (1) the white man native
of Europe, of the northern parts of Asia, America and Africa;
(2) the black, or Bthiopian, of the rest of Afriea, The transition
between the two is made by the rest of the Asiatics, the in-
habitants of South Americe, and the Islanders of the southern
ocean®,

B4 Notes on the five varieties of Mankind. But we must

Disput. de komirwm varictatibus, Edinb. 1773, P9

In that very copious work Qeographische geachichic des Menschen, &o. T' L.
See his Grundriss der Geschichte der menschheit, ed. 3. Lemgov. 1793, Bvo.
Sue his Eacyelopidie, 0. L p. g23, ed, 2.

See bie Physiotogic in dphorismen, p. 5.
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return to our pentad of the varieties of mankind. T have indi-
cated separately slt and each of the characters which I attnibute
to them in the sections above, Now, I will string together, at
the end of my little work, as a finish, some scattered notes which
belong to each of them in general.

85. Caucosion variety. I have taken the name of this variety
from Mount Caucasus, both beeause its neighbourhood, and es-
pecially its southern slope, produces the most beautiful race of
men, I mean the Georgian'; and beecause all physiclogical rea-
sons converge to this, that in that region, if anywhere, it seems
we ought with the greatest probability to place the autochthones
of mankind, For in the first place, that stock dispiays, as we
have seen (s, 82}, the most beautiful form of the skull, from which,
as from a mean and primeval type, the others diverge by most
easy gradations on both sides to the two ultimate extremes {that
is, on the one side the Mongolian, on the ether the Ethiopian).
Besides, it is white in colour, which we may fairly assume to
hiave beén the primitive colour of mankind, since, as we have
shown above (s. 45), it is very easy for that to degenevate into
brows, but very much more difficult for dark te become white,
when the secreticn and precipitation of this carbonaceous pig-
ment (s, 44} has once deeply struck root.

86. Mongolian variety. This is the same as what was for-
merly called, though in a vague and ambigunous way, the Tartar
variety®; which denomination has given rise to wonderful mis-
tales in the sindy of the varieties of mankind whiel we are now
buasy about.  So that Buffon and his followers, seduced by that
title, have erroneously transferred to the genuine Tartars, who

' From a cloud of eye witnesses it is enough to quote one classicsl one,
Jo. Chavdin, T\ 1. p, m. 171, *“Fhe blood ef Georgia ie the best of the Tast, and
perhaps in the world. I have not observed a single ugly face in that country, in
either aex ; bat I have seen sngelival ones, Nature has there lavished upon the
women beauties which are not to be seen elaewhere. I consider it to bo impossible
to lonk ab them withoud loving them, It would be impossible to puint mere charm-
ing visages, or better fgures, than those of the Gecrgians.”

2 On the origin of this erromeous confusion, by which the name of Tariars
began to bo transferred to the Moangolian nations, compare J. Eberh. Fischer,
Conjecture de gente el nomine Tatarorum in bis Quaationes Petropolitane, p. 46, and
his Sibirische Geschichte, T, 1. p, 28, 141,
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::{ﬁndh;, deubt belong to our first variety, the racial charactery
& Bongols, borrowed from ancient authors® who described
them under the name of Tartars. ’
v 1131]& tl?e 'l‘m'tm's.shaule away threngh the Kivghis and the
I lﬁozlz'rng races into the Mongels, in the same way as these
may be said to pass throngh the T3 o
: ¢ e Tibetans® to the Indi
through the FEsqui : h s
siuimanx to the Americans, and also | '
way through the Philippine Islanders® io 1 en of the Matey
. I ppine Islanders® to the men of the Malay
N sf’(?i.iﬁj'éhiopimz ]variefty. This variety, principally becanss it
1L In celoar from our own, has induced
s so ciffer ! , hs 20 many to con-
:;i:er 1‘:, with tl;e witty, but badly instrueted in ]:uhysiolggy Vol
» a8 a peculiar species of mankind, But it i , ,
for m 1o o e el b 1t 18 not necessary
: ¢ ¥ time here wpon refuting this opini
: : g this opinion, when
;hahas S‘.} clearly })een shown above that there IiJS' no single
lmtm;te;.so peculiar and s universal among the Ethiopians
what 1t may be observed on the one hand v '
bwhat : hand everywhere in other
varieties of men'; and on the other that many Negroes are seen

¥ Tha orig i
original source, from which the degeription of the Mongels which h
B3

been 5o often re
peated, and which | ]
g e and has heen copiwl as if that of Tarts
P othors ﬁ;;{\f;tuml history, I have found in the debter ;f zfmlz;'itlt:wayhy %
b Bardeau; :me,dd:.:‘tud at Vienna in 1243, and sent to G!ill'n.ln‘elizl e
Enginh ot :‘L”u»n ingerted ‘by b contempornry Matlhew PuEEZ e
165 ot i ):fnsi,m \{fhnt 18 cidled his Hisioria Bejor, p. 330, [:I“BI,..othﬂ
nation called Ui Purtar rVu is abent the tereibile devastations c'f.tiamlt.e' 'h .
artuns e, the m‘“i A;k:l, amd he spesks of thow ia the fnlluwing wor ‘ll:i ‘lfmlm
Loues, short snd iwi Lh- iong bvasts, thin nand pale fuoes sl‘ili’a;wléu :"I:Is. b
wnel doo e e | Jo: o ninu_us. ching promiment and sinu-p the l*lll)lb'l%":llae"‘
o the o peth Lo ﬁ]nl-j]:— few, the eyehbrows rewching fl'(nn’!.hu ]m%rl ((:lf le.lw} o
the ot bug duc .mnl unsettied, the countenance one-sided dle' e
othts ities theyaz::a nnzlzoua, the logs niso big, but the ealfbones :ll:urfe?l'u’
, . i - d ¢ il i
sin ;ur;;he e e hm!;'?)wn, for what Is wanting in the legs, is anade n;
'I‘ihet.an;m];a?:xilszsl%, ¥ cousider myself entitled to ennct
}I;u;tinga,. Tom vature by the g
3 i
Alex.’lr?:ir]'mi:?? from the Philippine Tslands,
% ’I‘hcréy ia| (:—n?. \:’uS. u}x Appearuaice exactly this sort of middle man
disonssel thsi:s I::.:Iitt'.il:;gt]i ;shm:i:l_ ]ikei to add to what tns been more capiongly
dinonase vt this i e suction aho - i
‘:n'fa?.};r;:ﬁ;,:if tlhbtmgmghed in the shin of I;?ihli‘])::‘elihzn?ﬂ)t o Fmeaor i sont
puth perfm“; JMF:‘?;L to tho Malpighian muoeus of the I;lytl:]is :it::?ns;; caume T
dirtrit o ohwer & & A thn!g, alshough more aunttered}an EBE A
Todiag v, in w0 N :py of those Indian sailors who are ealied Lasc(a Tt
s ative of Bomba.y, who iz servaut in my househoi:if.l g:n‘::‘:

| ude from the pistares of
reat artist Ketile, and s]mwnpme by Wnr:t‘::

whom I saw plive in London at
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to be without each. And besides there is no character which
does not shade away by insensible gradation from this variety of
mankind to its neighbours, which is clear to every one who hiasg
carefully considered the. difference between o few stocks of this
variety, such as the Foulahs, the Wolufs, amd Mondingos, and
how by these shades of difference they pass away into the
Moors and Avabs.

The assertion that is made abont the Bthiopians, that they
come nearer the apes than other men, T willingly allow so far as
this, that it s in the same way that the solid-hoofed (s. 30
variety of the domestic sow may be said to come nearcr to the
horse than other sows, But how little weight is for the mest
part to be attached to this sort of comparison is clear from this,
that there is scarcely any other out of the principal varieties of
mankind, of which one nation or other, and that too by careful
observers, lias not beer compared, as far as the face goes, with
the apes; as we find sald in express words of the Lapps’, the
Taquimaux?, the Caaiguas of South America?, and the inhabit-
ants of the Island Mallicolla®,

88, American variety. It is astonishing and hwmiliating
what quantities of fables were formerly spread about the racial
charncters of this variety. Some have denied beards to the men®,
others menstruation to the wemen’ Some have attributed

i1l same hlacknesy in the faee nnd aArms gradually vanish, though

a4 tino goes on,
d carbon remains wanlberad, of n chesiub colou,

in other respocta the precipitite

¢ffused under the epidermis.
\ Phus Tegnard concludes hia description of the Tapps in these words: *Such

is the deseription of that Litthe man they eail the Laplander, and T sy say that
there 18 no animal, after the npe, which o nearly approsches the man.” urres,
T L poyr
4 1\>’V?wn the Esquimaux Attaioch, whose picture taken feom the life T owe to
Sir Foseph Banls, saw an ape in London for the firad time, he nsked hia compnnion
Cartwright in sstonishment, “Jg that an Baquimawx?” aud he adds in his
pocouns, L must coufess, that both the colour and countonr of the countenznce
hed consideralile resembiance to the people of their nation,” '

3 e Ag like apes ns men,” aays Nie. del Fecho of thew,
rum gende, p.oIn. 34,

< 0f these, J. 1. Forster says in his Bemerkangen, p. 217, “The inhabitants
of the jsland Mallicolie appear fe have o nearer relationslip to the apes than awy
1 have ever secis,”

£ Spu De Puuw in Recherches philosophiques sur los Amerivaing, T. L 37

¢ Beo Schurigivs, Parthenologia, p. 200,

Relatione de Canigua-
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one and the same colour® to each and all the Americans:
others a perfectly similar countenarce to all of them®, It has,
been so clearly demonstrated now by the unaninious consent, of
accurate and trathful observers, that the Americans are not
naturally beardless, that I am almost ashamed of the unneces-
sary trouble I formerly took to get together a heap of testi-
mony”, by which it is proved that mot only throughout the
w_hole of America, from the Esguimaux downwards to the inha-
b1t8.r.1ts of Tierra del Fuego, are there groups of inhabitants who
cherish & beard; but also it is quite undenizble as to the other
beejrdless ones that they eradicate and pluck out their own b
artifice and on purpose, in the same way as has been customari
among so many other nations, the Mongolians* for example, and
thfs Malays’.  We ail know that the beard of the Americ:;ns i
thil'l and scanty, as is also the case with so many Mongolian
nations, T}.Jey ought therefore no more to be called beardless
than men with scanty hair to be called bald. "Those therefnr(;
who thought the Amerieans were naturally beardless fell into
the same errar ag that which induced the ancients to BUPPOSS
and persuade others, that the birds of paradise, from wgose
corpses the feet are often cut off, were naturally destitute of
feet, .
Thle fabulous report that the American women have no men-
struation, seems to have had its origin in this, that the Euro-
peans when they discovered the new world, although they saw
numbers of the female inhabitants almost entirely naked {uwer
Beer t'o -have observed in them the stains of that exc'ret.ion
For this it seems likely that thers were two reagons; first, that:

! Bes Homa in Skefches of the B, 51
(ches istory of Man, Vol 1. n, 12,
: ?{:;ﬁpd Rt;berbaon s History of.dmﬁc{z, Vol XI.Dp. m?4:;f
od & . Lo s
yess B ::vg.out. of many others some years ago in Goitingisch. Magazin, 2d
Heo besides many otkers J, 3. Gmeli i
e i . Q. Gmelin, Reise durch Sibiri
FuI: :: :::_: ixstﬁcult to find n.::ongut the Tun'gus, or n::; of Zh::lt:’;;eo,rpien;}ge;:g:
; one a; , 4 i ing it to thi
the;;e g e morEI:;ar]i-:g u;]f"pull the hair out, and at last bring it to this that
omp, on the Bumaetrans, Marsden; on the Magind
};;f::v&fs]ffndem, Wilson; an the Papuans, Carteret; gt:: &?inﬂiﬁ?’umf :!h”
vigalor's group, Bougainville, &e, ’ oo
-® Levy, Voyage falet en le terve du Bresil, D, 250,
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amongst those nations of America, the women during menstru-
ation are, by a fortunate prejudice, considored as poisonous, and
are prohibited from social intercourse, and for so long enjoy a
beneficial repose in the more sechuded huts far from the view
of men'; secondly, because, ns Las Leen noticed?, they are so
commendably clean in their bodies, and the commissare of their
legs so conduces to modesty, that no vestiges of the catamenia
ever strike the eye.

As to the colour of the skin of this variety, on the one hand
it has been observed above, that it'is Dy no means so constant as
not in many cases to shade away into black (s. 43); and on the
other, that it is easily seen, from the nature of the American ch-
mate®, and the laws of degencration when applied to the ex-
tremely probable origin of the Americans from northern Asiad,
why they are not Hable to such great diversities-of colour, as the
other descendants of Asiatic autochthones, who peopled the
ancient world. The same reason holds good as to the appear-
ance of the Americans, Careful eye-witnesses long ago laughed
ai the foolish, or possibly facetious hiyperbele of some, who
asserted that the inhabitants of the new workl were so exactly
alike, that when a man had seen one, he could say thas he had
seen all’, &e. It is, on the contravy, proved by the finished
drawings of Americans by the best artists, and by the testimony
of the most irustworthy eye-witnesses, that in this varicty of
mankind, as in cthers, countenances of all sovés occur?; although

1 Comp. Sagard, Voyage du pays dea Xauvons, . 78,

9 Van Rerkel's fefsen nach B, e Berbice und Suvinam, p. 46.

3 Zimmerninan, Geegraphische ;eschichte des monsehen, T.1op. By

4 Kant, in Teutschen Merear, a. 1788, T 5 n. 130

5 Qoo Molina, Sulla sterie natuvale del Chifi, p 336, “Tlangh in my sleeve
when T read in certain modern wiilezs, suppesed to by diligent olwervers, that ail
ihe Americana iave the swme appearance, wd that whin o toan lias suen one, Le
mey say thub he hus soen them ail, Such authors allew themscives to be foo
eauily deceived by certain vague nppearances of shmilarity which have to do for the
most past with colour, und which vauish us soon a8 cver the individuals of cue
nation are confeonted with those uf amother, A Chilian does not differ less in
aspeck from n Peruvian, than an Jtallan frem a German. I bave seen mysell
Parngunyanos, Cujanos, snd Magelinnos, allof whom have thelr peeuline hneautents
which nre easily distinguished from those of the others,”

S Thus, to being a few examples from South Anerica along, Nic, del Techa
deacribes the Cuadgmas with npish nostrils; Mart. Dobwizhoifer sitys thab the neigh-

13



210 Slavery, Abolition and Emancipation: Volume 8

in general that sert of racial conformation may be considered as
properly belonging to them whicl: we attributed to them above
(s. 56). It was justly observed by the first Luropeans® who
visited the new continent, that the Americans came very near to
the Mongolians, which adds fresh weight to the very probable
opinion that the Americans came from northern Asia, and
derived their origin from the Mongolian nation, It is probable
that migrations of that kind took place at different times, after
considerable intervals, according as various plysical, geological,
or political catastroplies gave oceasion to bhem ; and henee, if
any place is allowed for conjecture in these investigations, the
reason may probably be derived, why the Esquimaux have still
much more of the Mongolian appearance” about them than the
rest of the Americans: partly, because the catastrophe which
drove them from northern Asia nwust be much more recent, and
8o they are n much later arrival®; and partly because the climate
of the new country, which they now inhabit, is much more homo-
geneous with that of their original country. In fact, unless Tam
much mistaken, we must atiribute to the same influence I men-
tioned above {s. 57), which the climate hes in preserving or
restoring “the racial appearance, the fact that the inhabitants of
the cold southern extremity of SBouth America, a8 the barbarous
inhabitants of the Straits of Magellan, seem to ecome nearer,
and as it were fall back, to the original Mongolian countenance*,

bowing Abiponsy, on the cenbrary, are often remarkalle for aquiline nosea: Ulloa
attributer a warrow sud hooked Boso to e Puryvians; Molina, one somewhat
-}{fmid te dke Chilians; G. Forstur, one very depressed to the islanders of Fieres dl
Fuego. .

U Letteve di Amer. Vespueed, p. 9, ed. Bandini.  “'Thay are not very hand.
some, because their faoes aro witde, which makea thewn dike Tartaps,”

# This I ses most clearly both in two Esquimaux skulls from Nain, a colony of
Fobrador, which udorn my collection, and in the pictures of these barbarians
taken fron the lifo by good artists, which I owe to the lilerality of Sir J. Banks,

3 The paradox of Rabertson, who derived the Easguimaux from the Nozraans,
:p his flistury of Awmerice, Vol. 1, P 4o, scarcely descrves a refutation at this
iine,

4 Thoa that elassical Argonaut and eapital eye-witness and observer, Linschot,
eompares the ivhabitants of the strait of AMugellan whom he kew, in physiognomy,
appearance, colour, hair and besrd, to the Batnoiedes, with whom he wxa vory well

avquainted thiough Liz famous Juurney io the strait of Nussoviteh, in bis nots
ta dcosta, p, 46 8,
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80, The Malay variety. As the Americans in respect of
racial aiapearance hold as it were a place between the medial
variety of mankind, which we called the Caucasian, and one of
the two extremes, that is the Mongolian; so the Malay variety
makes the fransition from that medial variety to the other ex-
treme, namely, the Ethiopian, I wish to call it the Malay,
because the majority of the men of this variety, especiaily those
who inhabit the Indian islands close to the Malacea peninsula,
as well as the Bandwich, the Society, and the Friendly Istanders,
and also the Malambi of Madagascar down to the inhdbitants of
Easter Island, use the MMalay idiom®

Meanwhile even these differ so much betwesn themselves
through various degrees of beanty and other corporeal attributes,
that thers are some who divide the Otabeitans themselves into
two distinet races®; the first paler in colour, of lofty stature,
with face which can scarcely be distinguished from that of the
European; the second, on the other hand, of moderate stature,
colour and face little different from that of Mlulatics, curly
hair, &c.*  This lust race then eomes very nenr those men who
inhabit the islands more to the. south in the Pacific Ocean, of
whom the inhabitants of the New Hebrides in particular come
sensibly near the Papuans and New Hollanders, who ﬁnzL.!_}y‘on
their part graduate away so insensibly towards the Ethiopian
variety, that, if it was thought convenient, they might not
unfairly be classed with them, in that distribution of the varie-
ties we were talking abont.

96, Conclusion. Thus too there is with this thal insensible
transition by which as we saw the other varieties alse run toge-
ther, and which, compared with what was discussed in the earlier

1 Bir J. Banks firal of all showed this in Hawkesworth's Collection, Vol. 11,
P+ 373, then afier him Dryant in Cook’s Voyage to the Novihern Hemisphers, Vol,
uL App. No. 2, p. 528, and Marsden in drcheeolagia, Vol VI p. 154,

2 See Bongainville in Fopage autowr du Monde, p. 113, )

* Thus lowyg ago the imumortal De Guiros, who first discovered the Society
Islands, accurately distinguished these varieties ameng the inhabitants of the
istunds in the Pacifie Ocean, when hoe called sume white, and compm:cd some Lo
the Mulattos, and some to the Ethiupians. See Dulsymple, Collection of Voy-
ayes te the Sowdh Pacifie Ocean, Yol 1. p. 164,
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sections of the book, about the cansesand ways of degeneration,
and the analogous phenomens of degeneration in the other
domestic animals, brings us to that conclusion, which seems to
flow spontanecusly from physiological principles applied by the
aid of critical zoology to the natural history of mankind; which
is, That no doubt can any longer remain bub that we ave with
great probability »ight in veferring all and singular as many
varieties of man 03 are ai present known to ong and the same
species.
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