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For the convenience of lepidopterists everywhere interested in food
plant questions, as well as for those in Palearctic Asia, the following checklist 
has been prepared. It includes the results of the very active post-war study 
of life-histories in Japan. All are drawn from published records, mostly in 
Japanese, and all seem to be reliably established. The foodplants and modes 
of hibernation in this list are only those discovered in Japan, and unstudied 
subspecies are omitted. 

Abbreviations: 
S. Single brooded. E. 
D. Double (or more ) broodeJ. L. 
(M). Myrmecophilous. P. 
(F). Feeds on flowers or fruits. A. 

"I-arva on" means "wild larva actually feeds on. 

HESPERIIDJE 

Eg,; hibernation 
Larval hibernation. 
Pupal hibernation. 
Adult hibernation. 

1. I'yrgus rfulettlatus Bremer & Grey larva on Potentilla (Rosacc:r). D. P. 
2. Erynnis montanus Bremer larva on Querett.f (Fagace:r). S. L. 
3. Daimio tethys tethys Menetrics and D. t. daiserti Riley larva on Dioseorea 

(Dioscoreacere) . D. L. 
4. Choaspes benjaminii japonica Murray larva on Meliosma (Sabiacere). D . P./L. 
5. Bibasis aquilina ehrysceglia Butler larva on Kal!.>panax (Araliace:r). S. E. 
6. Notocrypta cllrvi/ascia Felder & Felder larva on Alpinia (Zingiberacea:). D. P. 
7. Lepta/ina r;nicolor Bremer & Grey larva on IHiscartthus , imperata, Setaria 

(Gramine:r). D. L. 
8. Carterocephalus palcemon satakei Matsumura larva on Graminea:. S. L. 
9. Carterocephaltls sylvicola is.rhikii Matsumura ?larva on Gramine:r. S. L.? 

10. JEromachtls inachus Menetries larva on Gramine:r. D. L.? 
Ii. iwteirlOn lamprospiltts Felder & Felder larva on Miseanthus (Gramine:r). S. L. 
12. Thymelietts /eonim/f Butler larva on Agropyron (Graminea:). S. E.? 
13. Thymelieus .rylvatictts Bremer larva on Graminere. S. E.? 
14. Oeh/odes venata herwlea Butler larva on Miseallthtls (Gramine:r). S. L. 
IS. Oehlodes oehrttcea rikuehina Butler larva on Oplismellus (Graminea:). D. L. 
16. Hesperia comma /lorinda Butler larva on Carex (Cyperacea:). S. E. 
17. Potanthus /lava Murray larva on Setaria, Miseallthus, Oplismerms etc, (Gra

minere). D. L. 
18. Thoressa varia varia Murray and 1 ', obsctlra larva on Arundillaria, Pleioblastus, 

Sasa etc. (Graminere). D. L. 
19. Polytremis pelllleida Murray larva on Arundinaria, Shibatcea, PleioblaJ"tlls, Oryza, 

Miscanthtts, etc. (Graminea:). D. L. 
20 , Pelopidas mathias oberthuri Evans larva on Oryza, Miseanthtls , etc. (Graminea:). 

D. 1. 
21. Pelopidas jansonis Butler larva on Miseanthus, etc. (Graminea:). D. L. 
22. Parnara gllttata Bremer & Grey larva on Oryza, imperata, Setaria, etc. (Graminere), 

D. L. 
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PAPILIONIDI£ 

1. Luhdor/ia puziloi yessoensis Rothschild and L. inexpecta Sheljuzhko larva on 
Asiasarum (Aristolochiacea'!). S. P. 

2. Luhdor/ia japonica Leech larva on Heterotropa, japonasarum, Asiasarum (Aris
tolochiacea'!). S. P. 

3. Parnassius stllbbendor/ii hoenei Schweitzer larva on Corydalis (Papaveracea'!). S. E. 
4. Parnassius glacialis glacialis Butler and P. mikado Bryk & Eisner larva on Corydalis 

(Papaveracea'!). S. E. 
5. Parnassius eversmanni daisetJUzana Matsumura larva on (F) Dicentra (Papa· 

veracea'!). S. E. (Ist winter) and P. (2nd winter). 
6. Menelaides alcinaus Klug larva on Aristalachia, Hocquartia (Aristolochiacea'!). 

D. P. 
7. Graphium sarpedan nipponum Fruhstorfer larva on Cinnamonum, Machilus, 

Neolilsea (Lauracea'!). D. P. 
8. Graphium doson albidum Wileman larva on Michelia, Magnolia (Magnoliacea'!). 

D. P. 
9. Papilro machaon hippocrates Felder & Felder larva on Angelia, CrYPlotamia, 

Daueus, Fronieulum, Glehnia, etc. (Umbellifera'!); Phellodendran, etc. (Rutacea'!). 
D. P. 

10. Papilio xUlhus Linne. larva on Citrus, Fagara, Phellodendron, Poncris, Zan
thoxylum, etc. (Rutacea'!). D. P. 

11. Papilio macilentus Janson larva on Or;xa, Fagara, Zanthoxylum, Poncris, etc. 
(Rutacea'!). D. P. 

12. Papilio prolenor demetrius Cramer larva on Citrus, Poncris, Zanthoxylum, etc. 
(Ruracea'!). D. P. 

13. Papilio memnon thunbergii von Siebold larva on Citrus, Poncris, etc. (Rutacea'!). 
D. P. 

14. Papilio helenus nicconicolens Butler larva on Citrus, Fagara, etc. (Rutacea'!). D. P . 
15. Papilio bianor dehaanii Felder & Felder larva on Orixa, Phellodendron, Fagara, 

Zanthoxylum, Poncris, etc. (Rutacea'!). D. P. 
16. Papilio maackii tutanus Fenton and P. satakei Matsumura larva on Phellodendron, 

Orixa, etc. (Ruracea'!). D. P. 

PIERIDI£ 

1. Leptidea amurensis Menetries larva on Vic;a, LotltS, Lathyrus (Leguminosa'!) . 
D. P. 

2. Leplidea morse; Fenton larva on Vicia (Leguminosa'!). D. P. ? 
3. Eurema hecabe mandarina I'Orza larva on Lespedeza, Ccesalpinia, Acacia, Albizzia, 

lEachynomene, etc. (Leguminosa'!). D. A. 
4. Eurema ltela bethesba Janson larva on Cassia (Leguminosre). D. A. 
5. Gonepteryx rhamn; maxima Butler larva on Rhamnus (Rhamnacea'!). S. A. 
6. Gonepteryx mahagllfU niphonica Verity larva on Rhamnus (Rhamnacea'!). S. A. 
7. Colias erate paliographus Motschulsky larva on Glycine. Hedysarulll, Indigo/era, 

Lupinus, Lotus, Medicago, Pisum, Robinia, Tri/olium, etc. (Leguminosa'!). D. L. 
8. Calias palteno aias Fruhstorfer larva on V dccinift1!t (Ericacea:). S. L. 
9. Anthocaris carda-mines isshikii Matsumura larva on (F) Arabis, Barharea, etc. 

(Cruciferre). S. P. 
10. Anthocaris scolymus Butler larva on (F) Arabis, Brassica, Cardamine, Rorippa 

(Crucifera:) S. P. 
11. Hebomoia glaucippe liukiuensiJ Fruhstorfer larva on Cratteva (Capparidacere). 

D.L. 
12. Pieris rapce CrUci1)Ora Boisduval larva on Arahis, Brassica, Raphanus, Wasabia, 

etc. (Cruciferre); Cleome (Capparidacere); Reseda (Resedacere). D. P. 
13. Pieris napi pseudomelete Verity and P. n. japonica Shirozu larva on Arabis, 

Cardamine, etc. (Crucifera'!). D. P. 
14. Pieris melete melete Menetries and P. m. pseudonapi Verity larva on Arabis, 

Raphanus, Brassica, Wasabia, etc. (Crucifera'!). D. P. 
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15. PieriJ eanidia juba Fruhstorfer ?larva on Crucifera:. D. P. ? 
16. Aporia hippia japoniea Matsumura larva on Berberis (Berberidacea:). S. 1. 
17. Aporia eratcegi adherbal Fruhstorfer larva on ChcenomeleJ, Cratcegus, Malus, 

Pyru]", Prunu]", etc. (Rosacea:). S. 1. 

LYCtENIDfE 

1. Curetis aeuta paracuta de Niceville larva on (F) Wistaria, Milletia, Pueraria, 
Sophora (Leguminosa:). D. A. 

2. Arhopala japonica Murray larva (M) on Cyc/obalanopJiJ, Quercus (Fagacea:). 
D. A. 

3. Arhopala ganeJa loomisi Pryer larva (M) on CyclobalanopJis (Fagacea:). S. A. 
4. Arhopala bazaluJ turbala Butler larva (M) on Lithnearpus, Kuromatea (Fagacea:). 

D. A. 
5. ArtopniiteJ pryeri Murray larva on Ligu.rtrum (Oleacea:). S. E. 
6. Coreana raphcelis Oberthiir larva on FraxinuJ (Oleacea:). S. E. 
7. Coreana ibara Butler larva on FraxinuJ (0 leacea:) . S. E. 
8. Japoniea lutea Hewitson larva on Quercus (Fagacea:). S. E. 
9. Japnnica smpestriata Hewitson larva on Quercus, CaJtanea (Fagacea:). S. E. 

10. Araragi entheum Janson larva on Jug/ans (Juglandacea:). S. E. 
11. Antigius attilia Bremer larva on Quercus (Fagacea:). S. E. 
12. Antigius butleri Fenton larva on Quercus (Fagacea:). S. E. 
13. Wagimn signata signata Butler and W. q1,ercivnra Staudinger larva on Quercus 

(Fagacea:). S. E. 
14. Shirozua jonas; Janson larva (carnivorous) on oak-aphids. S. E. 
15. Iratsume onediee Butler larva on Hammamelis (Hammamelidacea:). S. E. 
16. Favonius orientalis Murray larva on Quercus (Fagacea:). S. E. 
17. Favonius yuasai Shirozu larva on Quercus (Fagacea:). S. E. 
18. Fat'onius jezoensis Matsumura larva on QuerC1ts (Fagacea:). S. E. 
19. Fat'onius hayashii Shirozu larva on QuerClts (l'agacea:). S. E. 
20. FavonittS ultramarinus Fixsen larva on Quercus (Fagacex). S. E. 
21. Favonius saphirinus Staudinger larva on Quercus (Fagacea:) S. E. 
22. Favonius fujisanus Matsumura larva on Fagus (Faqacea:). S. E. 
23. Neozephyrus taxi/a regina Butler, N. t. japoniettJ Murray, and N. t. monticola 

Shirozu larva on Alnus (Betulacea:). S. E. 
24. Neozephyrus attrorrnus Oberthiir larva on QuerClts (Fagacea:). S. E. 
25. N eozephyrus smaragdinus Bremer larva on Prunus (Rosacex). S. E. 
26. Neozephyrus hisamatsttSanus Nagami & Ishiga ?larva on Fagacece. S. E. ? 
27. Neozephyrus ataxus kirishimaensis Okajima larva on Cyc/obalanopsis (Fagacex). 

S. E. 
28. Rapala arala Bremer larva (M) on (F) Wistaria (Leguminosa:); Deutzia (Saxi

fragacea:); Rosa (Rosacex); Vaccinium (Ericacea:); Palura (Symplocacex); 
Rhamnus (Rhamnaceae). D. P. 

29. Strymonidia w-album fentoni Butler larva on Ulmus (Ulmacea:); l'runus (Rosacere). 
S. E. 

30. Sirymonidia merus Janson larva on RhamnuJ (Rhamnacea:). S. E. 
31. Strymonidia pruni jezoensis Matsumura larva on Pm1l1ts (Rosacea:). S. E. 
32. Ahlbergia terrea Butler larva on (F) Viburnum (Caprifoliacere); Rhododendron 

(Ericacea:); Malus (Rosacea:). S. P. 
33. Spindasis takanollis Matsumura mature larva fed orally by host ants lfi their nests 

on Pinus, l'rullus, Elceagnus. S. 1. 
34. Lyecella ph/ceas daimio Seitz larva on Rumex (Polygonacea:). D. 1. 
35. Taraka ha11lada Druce larva (carnivorous) on bamboo woolly aphis, Oregma 

japoniea (Eriosomatida:). D. 1. 
36. Niphanda fusea shijima Fruhstorfer larva in 1st 2 instars feeds on the excretion of 

dwarf-oak aphis, Greenidea kuwanai and in later instars is fed orally by the 
host-ants, Camponntus hercu/eanus japortieu.f. S. 1. 
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37. Lampides boetieus Linne larva (M) on (F) Doliehos, Phaseolus, Vieia, etc. 
(Leguminosre). D. Migratory. 

38. Nacaduba kurava septentrionalis ShirozlI larva on Bladhia (Myrsinacere). D. ? 
39. Zizeeria maha argia Menetries larva (M) on Oxalis (Oxalidacere). D. 1. 
40. Zizina atis alope Fenton larva (M) on Lotus, Indigo/era, Lespedeza (Leguminosre). 

D. 1. 
41. Scolitantides orion jezaensis Matsumura larva (M) on Sedum (Crassulacere). S. P. 
42. Sinia dit'ina barine Leech larva (M) on (F) Sophora (Leguminosre). S. P. 
43. Glaucopsyche lycormas Butler larva (M) on Vicia (Leguminosre). S.? 
44. Maculinea euphemus shiriyensis Matsumura and M. e. kazamoto Druce larva 

(M) on (F) Sanguisorba (Rosacere) and later (carnivorous) on ant-grubs and 
eggs of Myrmica (Formicidre). S. 1. 

45. Maculinea arionides takamukui Matsumura larva (M) on (F) Isodon (Labiatre) 
and later (carnivorous) on ant-grubs and eggs of Myrmiea? (Formicidre). S. 1. 

46. Celastrina argiolus ladonides l"Orza larva (M) on (F) Wistaria, Sophora, Robinia, 
Lespedeza, etc. (Leguminosre); Malus, Prunus (Rosacere). D. P. 

47. Celastrina sugitanii Matsumura larva (M) on (F) /Esculus (Hippocastanacere). 
S. P. 

48. Celastrina puspa umenois Matsumura larva (M) on Pieris (Ericacere), Glochidion 
(Euphorbiacere), Rosa (Rosacere). D. P. ? 

49. Celastrina alboccerulea sauteri Fruhstorfer larva on (F) Prunus (Rosacere), Dicalix 
(Symplocacere), !lex (Aquifoliacere), Viburnum (Caprifoliacere). D. 1.iP. 

50. Everes argiades seitzi W nukowsky larva (M) on (F) Lespedeza, Indigo/era, PiJum, 
Pueraria, Trifolium Medicago, PhaJeolus, etc. (Leguminosre); Humulus (Moracere). 
D. 1. 

51. Ez'eres lacturnuJ kawaii Matsumura larva (M) on Vicia (Leguminosre). D. 1. 
52. Tongeia /iJcheri Eversmann larva (M) on Sedum (Crassulacere). D. 1. 
53. Plebejus argus micrargus Butler larva (M) on Synurtts, etc. (Compositre). S. E. 
54. Lycceides argyrognomon prceterinsulariJ Verity larva (M) on (F) Indigo/era 

(Leguminosre). D. E. 
55. Lycceides subsolana yagina Strand larva (M) on Vicia (Leguminosre). S. E. 
56. Lycceides yarigadakeana Matsumura larva (M) on Astragalus, Hedysarum (Legu

minosre). S. E. 
57. Lycceides ibttrie17szJ Butler ? larva on Leguminosre. S.? 
58. Vaciniina optilete daisetsuzana Matsumura ?larva on Vaccinium (Ericacere). S. 

LIBYTHEIDlE 

1. Libythea celtis celtoides Fruhstorfer larva on Celtis (Ulmacere). S. A. 

DANAIDlE 

1. Caduga tytia niphonica Moore larva on Mandenia, kfetaplexis (AscJepiadacere). 
D. P. 

NYMPHALIDAE 

I. Boloria thore jezoensis Matsumura larva on Viola (Violacere). S. 1. 
2. Boloria ipbigenia Graeser ? larva on Viola (Violacere). S. 1. ? 
3. Boloria /reija asahidakeana Matsumura larva on Sievers;a (Rosacere). S. 1. 
4. Brenthis daphne rabdia Butler larva on Sanguisorba (Rosacere). S. 1. 
5. Brenthis ina tigroides Fruhstorfer larva on Filipendula (Rosacere). S. 1. 
6. Argynnis paphia geisha Hemming larva on Viola (Violacere). S. 1. 
7. Argynnis sagana tiane Fruhstorfer larva on Viola (Violacere). S. L. 
R. Argynnis anadyomene midaJ Butler larva on Viola (Violacere). S. E. 

11. Argynnis charlotta basalis Matsumura and A. c. fortuna Janson larva on Viola 
(Violacere). S. 1. 

12. Argynnis laodice jt/ponica Menetries larva on Viola (Violacere). S. L, 
13. Argynnis mslana Motschulsky larva on Viola (Violacere). S. E. 
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14. Argynnis hyperbius Linne larva on Viola (Violacere). D. L. 
15. Limenitis populi jezoensis Matsumura larva on Populus (Salicacere). S. L. 
16. Limenitis camilla japolliea Menetries larva on Lonicera (Caprifoliacere), D. L. 
17. Limenitis glorifiea Fruhstorfer larva on Lonicera (Caprifoliacere). D, L. 
IS. Neptis aceris ada Fruhstorfer and N. a. parserwlus Fruhstorfer larva on Les· 

pedeza, Robinia, Rhynehosia, Milletia, Wistaria, Glycine (Leguminosre) . D. L. 
19. Neptis philyl'a excellens Butler larva on Acer (Aceracere). S. L. 
20. Neptis a/wina ktempferi rOrza larva on Prunus (Rosacere) . S. L. 
21. Neptis ccenobita aino Shirozu and N. c. insularum Fruhstorfer larva on Spirtea 

(Rosacere). S. 1. 
22. Neptis pryeri Butler larva on Spirtea (Rosacere). D. 1. 
23. Melittea ambigua niphona Butler larva on Melampyrum, Siphonostegia, Veroni· 

castrum (Scrophalariacere); Pla11tago (Plantaginacere) . S. 1. 
24. lvfeliteea protomedia Menetries larva on Valeriana (Valerianacere) . S. 1. 
25. Meliteea phoebe scotosia Butler larva on Cirsium, Serratula (Compositre). S. 1. 
26. Araschnia letlana obsCllra Fenton larva on Laportea, Urtica (Urticacere). D. P. 
27. Araschnia bllrejana strigosa Butler larva on Boehmeria, Urtiea (Urticacere). D. P. 
2R. Polygonia C-allrel,m Linne larva on HlImllius (Moracere). D. A . 
29. Polygonia c·album hokkaidensis Nomura and P. c. hamigera Butler larva on 

Ulmlls, Celtis (Ulmacere); Humulus (Moracere) ; Ribes (Saxifragacere). D. A. 
30. Polygonia I-album samurai Fruhstorfer larva on Betula (Betulacere), S. A. 
31. Kaniska canace no· jaeonieum von Siebold larva on Lilium, Trieyrtis, Streptopus, 

Smilax (Liliacere). D. A. 
32. Nymphalis antiopa asopos Fruhstorfer larva on Salix, Toisusu (Salicacere). S. A. 
33. Nymphalis xanthomtlas japonica Stichel larva on Celtis (Ulmacere); Salix (Sali· 

cacere). S, A. 
34. Nymphalis io gei.rha Stichel larva on Humulus (Moracere); Urliea (Urticacere). 

D. A, 
35, Aglais urtiete connexa Butler larva on Laportea. Urtiea (Urticacere). S. A. 
36. Vanessa eardui Linne larva on Arctium, Gnaphaliltrtl etc. (Compositre); Glycine 

etc. (Leguminosre). D. A. 
37. Vanessa indica Herbst larva on Boehmeria, Urtica (Urticacere); Humullis (Mora· 

cere); Ulmus (Ulmacere). D. A. 
3S, Precis orithya Linne ?Iarva on Antirrhium (Scrophulariacere). D. A. ? 
39. Hypolimnas misippus Linne ?Iarva on Fints (Moracere) . ? ) 
40. Cyrestis thyodamas mabella Fruhstorfer larva on Fims (Moracere). D. A. 
41. Diehorragia nesimachus nesiotes Fruhstorfer larva on Meliosma (Sabiacere). D, P. 
42. Apatura ilia substituta Butler larva on Salix, Popullts (Salicacere). D , 1. 
43. Hestina iaponica Felder & Felder larva on Celtis (Ulmacere). D. 1. 
44. Sasakia eharonda Hewitson larva on Celtis (Ulmacere). S. 1. 

SATYRIDiE 

1. Ypthima argus Butler larva on OplismenttS, etc. (Graminere). D. L. 
2, Ypthima motsehulskyi Bremer & Grey larva on Digitaria, etc. (Graminere ) . D.1. 
3. Erebia niphoniea Janson larva on Carex etc. (Cyperacere) , S. 1. 
4. Erebia ligea takanonis Matsumura larva on Carex (Cyperacere) . S. 1. 
5. eEneis asamana Matsumura larva on Carex (Cyperacere). S. L (2 winters). 
6, (EneiJ daisetsuzana Matsumura larva on Cyperacere. S. 1. 
7. Satyms dryas bipunetatlts Motschulsky larva on Agrotis, Poa (Graminere). D. 1. 
9. Pararge achine achinoides Butler larva on Graminere and Cyperacere. S. 1. 

10. Lethe callipteris Butler larva on Pleioblastus, etc. (Graminere). S. 1. 
11. Lethe sicelis Hewitson larva on Ple;oblastus, etc. (Graminere). D. 1. 
12. Lethe diana Butler larva on Pleioblastus, etc. (Graminere), D, 1. 
13. Lethe marginalis Motschulsky larva on Miscanthlts, etc (Graminere). S, 1. 
14. Aranda schrenckii mendlcas Fruhstorfer larva on Carex (Cyperacere). S. 1. 
15, Aranda epaminondas Staudinger larva on Graminere. S. 1. 
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16. Neope goschke1iitschii Menetries larva on Pleioblastus (Graminere). D. P. 
17. Mycalesis gotama /ulginia Fruhstorfer larva on Oryza, Oplismenus, etc. (Graminere). 

D. L. 
IS. Mycalesis /rancisca perdiccas Hewitson larva on Oplismenus, etc. (Graminere). D . L. 
19. Ccenonympha cedippus annuli/er Butler larva on Cyperacere. S. L. 
20. Ccenonympha hero neoperseis Fruhstorfer larva on Cyperacere. S. L. 
21. Melanitis leda Linne ?larva on Graminere. D. A.? 
22 . Melanitis phedima oitensis Matsumura larva on Miscanthus. Zea, Coix, Setaria, 

Sacchamm. etc. (Graminere). D . A. 

4 Shinhanacho, Hongo, Tokyo, JAPAN 

THE NAMING OF SUBSPECIES IN LEPIDOPTERA 

The great proliferation of subspecific names within the Lepidoptera In 

the past twenty-five years has posed a problem which the authors feel IS 

important to all lepidopterists. The purpose of this note is not to condemn 
the practice of naming subspecies but rather to propose that the following 
partly accepted criteria be observed more consistently by those who would 
describe new races. 

l. That new subspecies be named primarily in papers which discuss 
the geographic variation of the entire species as fully as possible. 

2. That isolated descriptions of subspecies be made only In such species 
as have already been analyzed in the above manner. 

We feel that rhe advantages to be gained from such a procedure are 
considerable. In the first place, this would cut down the naming of pop
ulations later found to be intermediate in a cline. Secondly, it would gather 
the names applied to the subspecies of a species together into a few rather 
than many scattered publications. Thirdly, and perhaps most important, it 
would reduce the necessity for later writers of synonomizing numerous names 
found not worthy of retention when the whole species population is reviewed. 
One only needs to look at the taxonomy of a genus like Parnassills to see 
the terrific systematic confusion that can result from ill-considered, over
enthusiastic naming of infraspecific entities. We sincerely hope that the 
above criteria will be followed in the naming of subspecies in order that a 
ponderous accumulation of trivial names in the Lepidoptera can be avoided. 

NICHOLAS W. GILLHAM, Biology Labs., Harvard University, Cambridge 38, Mass., U .S.A. 
PAUL R. EHRLICH, Dept. of Entomology, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kans., U.S.A. 




