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					director Scott Grier, this year Loganair 
will achieve a trading profit for the first 
time in five years. 
The turnaround was achieved by selling 
aircraft and cutting overheads, including 
staff costs. The process was helped by a 
general increase in traffic last year—the 
improved revenues were achieved using up 
to eight fewer aircraft than in 1981—and 
the awarding of the strong regional 
Edinburgh-Manchester route. 
Loganair now operates a Shorts 360, a 
Shorts 330, two Bandeirantes, five Twin 
Otters, and six Islanders. One Islander 
operates as an aerial ambulance. The 
airline flies an extensive route network 
within Scotland—particularly to the 
Hebrides, the Orkneys, and the Shetlands. 
Belfast is served from Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, Londonderry from Glasgow, 
and Blackpool and the Isle of Man are tied 
into the network through the Northern 
Ireland destinations. The Scottish termi 
nus for the Isle of Man service is 
Prestwick. 
Loganair expects to raise more than £9 
million in revenues this year. Scheduled 
traffic is still improving; the Glasgow-
Belfast service has shown particularly 
strong gains since the airline switched its 
Belfast operation from Aldergrove to 
Belfast Harbour Airport. The airline 
anticipates carrying some 210,000 
passengers this year. 
Manx Airlines 
The Manx Airlines operation has brought 
back a name once familiar on the UK 
domestic scene, but dormant since the 
early Fifties. Today's Manx Airlines was 
formed last year as a joint venture 
between British Midland Airways and Air 
UK's parent company, British & 
Commonwealth. BMA is the major share 
holder, with a 75 per cent interest. 
The airline has taken over a group of 
routes operated previously by BMA and 
Air UK and before that by British 
Airways. By doing this it has taken 
two sets of disparate services which did 
not fit logically into the overall networks 
of their operators and turned them into a 
cohesive and commercially viable hub-
and-spoke system which profits its 
parents. 
Manx's network is based on the Isle of 
Man's Ronaldsway Airport. From there it 
serves Belfast Harbour Airport, Black 
pool, Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
London Heathrow, Liverpool, and 
Manchester. It operates two other 
services—Blackpool-Jersey and Liver 
pool-Belfast—which integrate easily in 
operational terms with the rest of the 
network. 
Manx's fleet currently consists of two 
Fokker F.27s (one leased from each of its 
parent airlines), a Viscount leased from 
British Midland, a Navajo Chieftain, and 
a Shorts 330. 
Since Manx began flying last Novem 
ber, traffic on its routes has shown strong 
growth over that achieved by the previous 
operators. Beginning services during the 
winter period seemed to have no adverse 
effect on the new airline. Manx expects to 
carry about 250,000 passengers in its first 
FLIGHT International, 20 August 198.1 
year of operation, making it already one of 
the UK's largest regionals and, according 
to chairman Mike Bishop (also chairman 
of parent BMA), it should take about £10 
million in revenues this year. 
Metropolitan Airways 
There are two sides to Metropolitan. On 
its own behalf it flies between its 
Bournemouth (Hum Airport) base and 
London Gatwick, and between Bourne 
mouth, Alderney, and Cherbourg; under a 
franchise arrangement with Dan-Air it 
operates services joining Bournemouth 
with Cardiff, Manchester, Newcastle, and 
Birmingham. Metropolitan calls its 
network the "Link-City" services, a 
desription which Dan-Air uses. The 
carrier has applied to start a Cardiff-
Bournemouth-Paris route next spring. 
The airline's present fleet consists of 
two DHC6-310 Twin Otters and a BN2A 
Islander, but Metropolitan is "actively 
looking at" the Dornier 228-200, the BAe 
Jetstream 31, and the Shorts 330/360 as 
possible replacements. Managing director 
Robin d'Erlanger says that the 360 is the 
current favourite, but right now is too 
expensive for Metropolitan. If the airline 
buys a 360, the Islander lease will stop (all 
the aircraft are leased through Grey 
hound), and the Shorts machine would fly 
the northbound routes and the Paris 
service. D'Erlanger is confident of getting 
the Paris route because the French 
carriers will be delighted with the feed. 
The carrier came into being in late 
March last year, and effectively took over 
the operations that Alderney Air Ferries 
used to run, plus the Dan-Air Link-city 
franchise. In its first year the new 
company flew 50,740 passengers, 5,600 
sectors, and achieved a 57 per cent load 
factor and 93 per cent on-time 
performance. 
Nightflight 
Nightflight is a fast-expanding scheduled 
express cargo and packages carrier based 
at Luton. The company began operations 
three vears ago, and has seen its revenues 
grow from about £650,000 in 1979-80 to 
£1 -4 million in its 1981-82 financial year. 
The carrier currently operates nightly 
services from Luton to Frankfurt, 
Brussels, and Dublin. Strictly speaking, 
neither the Frankfurt nor the Brussels 
service falls within the scope of this 
article. The Frankfurt-Luton service is 
operated by a German sister 
company—Nightflight Gmbh—with a 
German-registered Beech 99 for licensing 
reasons, and the Brussels service is really 
operated under semi-permanent schedule 
exclusion authority from Belgium. 
Nightflight is now thinking of applying 
for the full licence under the UK-Belgian 
bilateral because it is expanding with 
bigger aircraft. The company has just 
obtained UK CAA certification for the 
Beech 99, and has introduced the first 
British-registered example (a Beech B99) 
into service in the last two weeks. 
Nightflight has applied for schedules 
from Luton to Geneva, Zurich, and Basle, 
and wants to operate services to Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. 
Spacegrand Aviation 
Spacegrand has been operating schedules 
for about a year now, flying three Twin 
Otters and a PA31 Chieftain out of its 
Blackpool base. 
Turnover in the first schedules year will 
be over £850,000, and chairman Jack 
Riley expects a small loss in this "buildup" 
phase. He is more confident of profit in 
the second year, and if business builds as 
expected the airline may expand. 
Routes now are out of Blackpool to the 
Isle of Man, Belfast, and Dublin; also 
between the Isle of Man and Belfast. 
There is one competitor on each of Space-
grand's routes—Manx on both the Isle of 
Man runs, Loganair (summer only) 
Blackpool-Belfast, and Avair on the 
Dublin service. Blackpool-Belfast is the 
real money-earner, though holiday traffic 
swells all the routes in summer. 
Off-peak, Spacegrand relies on business 
traffic. "We have set out to attract the 
businessman and have been quite success 
ful," Riley says, adding that marketing 
efforts are only just beginning to gather 
real momentum. 
If the current operations base proves 
financially sound in the longer term, 
possible areas of expansion would be 
routes to Aberdeen, Newcastle, 
Humberside, London, and the south of 
England. Operations manager Dave 
McCulloch says that the aircraft Space-
grand would look at to cope with expan 
sion would be the Shorts 330/360, or if 
things go really well, perhaps an F.27. B 
Metropolitan leases its aircraft including this Twin Otter from Greyhound Leasing. All are available 
for charter
				

				
				
						
							    
            







            

							    
            







            

							


				

			
 
			

		
 
		


	
		
			
				Sign up to

					
						Flight Digital Magazine
	
						Flight Print Magazine
	
						Airline Business Magazine
	
						
							E-newsletters
	
						RSS
	
						
							Events


			

		

		
        

            
            
            
                	Subscriptions
	Flight Newsletter
	About Us
	Flightglobal Branding
	Media Centre
	Contact us
	Site Map
	RBI media jobs UK


               Disclaimer | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy
© Reed Business Information 2010

            

            



            
            
                

            

            




            
             

        

        
 
	
 

 

		





		


	