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Abstract

This essay deals with Tractate Kutim, which is part of a collection called “The Minor
Tractates” that were printed in the Babylonian Talmud in pp>1 970 (Re’em
Publication, Vilna, 1886). Kutim deals with the laws regulating the relations between
Jews and Samaritans. The tractate includes general sayings regarding the Kutim (The
Samaritans), sacrifices in the Temple, property relations, prohibitions of sales, public
relationships, money lending, charity, general prohibitions, loyalties, foods, drinks

and more.

Prints and Manuscripts

This essay deals with existing research on Tractate Kutim through analysis of four
manuscripts and the first printing of the tractate. I address the differences among
these texts through textual comparisons and I analyze various other printings, their

physical sources, and their distribution.

Literature Review

The essay surveys literature written about Tractate Kutim, including classical
commentary and academic research. The various commentators are dealt with in a
separate chapter including information about each commentator and his analytical
methodologies. I also address unique understandings of the tractate and contributions

of these commentators to the understanding of the laws in other tractates.

Manuscript
This essay is based on Oxford - Bodleian Library MS Opp. Add. Qu. 128, the oldest

existing manuscript for this tractate. Each law is separated, and is analyzed in the
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section dealing with textual differences among the manuscripts and the first printing

of the tractate.

Parallels
The "Parallels" chapter follows explanations of textual differences. In it I show the
various parallels of the rabbinic literature on every law, including linguistic parallels,

and partial parallels. In a separate section, I analyze topical parallels.

Commentary and Comparisons between the tractate laws and Parallels.

The commentary section following each law brings a discussion that usually includes:
a short discussion of the version, comparison with parallels, a short discussion of the
commentators, summary and conclusions. The conclusion usually discusses the
editors work with the sources, and the linguistic connection to the sources. Through
this detail, a picture of how the laws developed, and the reasons for the editing, is

formed.

The contribution of this essay is twofold. At its basis, it is an analysis of the full
version of Kutim tractate. Secondly, it is an analysis of the editing process of the
tractate, including the editor's agendas and history. The philological work on one hand
and the analysis of sources on the other will serve to help the understanding of the

purposes of the tractate and the history of the editing process.
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