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PHIL OBRIEN & G.RING LIVE 2NITE @ DWN RSL

Tile Warehouse Relocation Sale
HUGE SAVINGS

Tiles from just $5 per square metre
This Saturday 8am – 5pm & Sunday 9am – 3pm Only

Winnellie Road, Winnellie
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NATIONAL: 13
AMAGISTRATE has ridiculed
attempts to prosecute aman for
crossing the street too slowly.

WORLD: 19
FORMER investigators are pushing
to reopen the investigation into
the 1996 crash of a jumbo jet.

ENTERTAINMENT: 40
JAMES Gandolfini (pictured), star
of hit TV show The Sopranos has
died in Italy aged 51.

BUSINESS: 43
SHARES in the new publishing
company spun out of News
Corporation have soared.
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Speedcameras
NTPolice speed cameraswill
be in theseareas today:

DARWIN:BagotRd;Daly St;
Mitchell St; StuartHwy.
NORTHERNSUBURBS:
Nightcliff Rd; TrowerRd;
VanderlinDrive; YanyulaDrive.
PALMERSTON:ChungWah
Tce; StuartHwy; TempleTce;
UniversityAve.
RURAL:ArnhemHwy;
StuartHwy,BeesCreek;
StuartHwy,HowardSprings;
WhitewoodRd.

Are youon
the spot?
Do you have a news photo
or a story tip? If so, wewant
to hear from you!

Newshotline:
8944 9724
Send your news photos to:

newsbreakers@ntn.
newsltd.com.au
Include your contact details
and a brief description. All
emails should be notmore
than fivemegabytes.

Powerball
Thursday20-06-2013
DrawNo.892

00 00 00

00 00

00POWERBALL

Total prizepool: $6.58m

TheNTNewshas taken all possible care but
cannot accept responsibility for any errors,
whether due to equipment fault, staff handling
or any other cause.

Fishing

SO often I get asked:
‘‘where’s the best place to
catch a fish around here?’’ In
many cases, the visiting
tourist isn’t towing a boat.
MORE: Page55

Wakeuptous

Call8944 9901
MYSTERYNUMBERCONDITIONS:

If youwin, keep thispaper forverification.
Call costs55c (IncGST).Higher from
mobile/payphones -DialectSolutions
Group.Recommendation:Usea land-line
andtouch tonephone.Somemobiles,
portableandpayphonesmayexperience
technical faultsdue to reception
complications.

Lonely death on
drug-fuelled trip
By SARAH CRAWFORD

He is in the back and

he is trying to kill me

A MAN drove for 25 hours on
a cocktail of methampheta-
mine, caffeine tablets and en-
ergy drinks before he shot
himself in the head in the
Central Australian Outback,
a coronial inquest concluded.

Jason Richards, 28, made
national headlines when
he went missing while
driving from Darwin to his
home in Ballarat, Victoria,
in June 2011.

His distressed family
made public pleas for people
to come forward with in-
formation about the father-
of-two’s whereabouts.

Six weeks after he went
missing Mr Richards’
decomposing body was found
on a station near Glendambo
in South Australia.

SA deputy coroner Anth-
ony Schapel concluded Mr
Richards killed himself after
taking methamphetamines.

‘‘To my mind his unex-
pected suicide is very much
in keeping either with the
effect of a drug-induced psy-
chosis or with depression by
reason of methamphetamine
withdrawal,’’ he said.

‘‘These findings should
serve as a warning to
anyone contemplating using
methamphetamine or am-
phetamine as a means of

combating fatigue or
remaining awake.’’

Mr Richards left Darwin
in his ute with a boat and
trailer attached at 9pm on
Sunday, June 19, 2011.

He drove 2100km in 25
hours and stopped at Coober
Pedy, SA, the following night
where he made his last con-
tact with his family by phone
at 10.30pm.

The following day five
people saw him on three
occasions in the Pimba/
Woomera region.

Truck driver Colin Swaen-
ey was flagged down by Mr
Richards on the Stuart High-
way, 10km south of the Pim-
ba to Roxy Downs turnoff.

Mr Swaeney said Mr Rich-
ards appeared paranoid and
said: ‘‘He is in the back and
he is trying to kill me.’’

Police found Mr Richards’
burnt boat and trailer on a
dirt road off the Pimba to
Woomera road on Wednes-
day, June 23

Mr Richards told his
brother, David, before he left
Darwin that he had been
given drugs by someone
while leaving a drinks func-
tion on his last day at work.

David told his father,
Wayne, the person said to his
brother: ‘‘It might help you
on your way home (to) keep
you awake and if you don’t
use it all you can sell it. You’ll
get $400 for it in Victoria.’’

Detectives took statements
verified by affidavit from
staff at Mr Richard’s work-
place and found no evidence
that he sourced the drugs
through anyone connected
with the business.

Macklin
hails jobs
program
By NICOLE MILLS

A PROGRESS report on the
Government’s Stronger Fu-
tures reforms was released
yesterday, showing 760 in-
digenous people employed
in service delivery in the
second half of last year.

Indigenous Affairs Min-
ister Jenny Macklin said
most of the jobs were in
community night patrols
and school nutrition pro-
grams but there were also
jobs in playgroups, creches
and as indigenous engage-
ment officers.

‘‘The best thing we can do
for Aboriginal people in the
Northern Territory is to
make sure there are good
jobs available in their com-
munities,’’ she said.

‘‘Having a job contri-
butes to better health, en-
courages young people to
get a decent education, and
leads to stronger communi-
ties and local economies.’’

But Opposition spokes-
man Nigel Scullion said the
report showed the Govern-
ment had failed to close the
gap in education and jobs.

‘‘The jobs Jenny Macklin
gloats about in the report
are government welfare
jobs, such as night patrols
and other make-work pro-
grams that simply reflect
the continuing level of dys-
function in indigenous
communities,’’ he said.

‘‘Macklin celebrates jobs
in government service de-
livery by creating a bureau-
crat’s paradise rather than
a real economy.’’

Mr Scullion said indigen-
ous education results had
gone backwards.

He said only 3.3 per cent
of very remote indigenous
students in the NT met the
national standard for Year
9 persuasive writing and 7.1
per cent for Year 7s.

CDU among
top 100 unis
THE Territory’s university
has again featured on the
list of best new universities.

Charles Darwin Univers-
ity was 77th in the The

Times’ top 100 third-level
establishments under 50
years of age.

CDU Vice-Chancellor
Professor Barney Glover
said it was the second time
the university had featured
in the two-year-old list.

‘‘The challenge for CDU
as a small regional univers-
ity was to maintain the
ranking in the competitive
international system, so
these rankings are particul-
arly gratifying,’’ he said.

‘‘CDU continues to grow
from strength to strength.’’

Darwin Airport strategic IT manager Tim Woods with daughter Luca, 7, at the CEO Sleepout last night Picture: HELEN ORR

Executives have sleeping rough in the bag
LAST night two dozen Dar-
win chief executives had a
taste of what it is like to
sleep rough.

Bosses and management
from some of the Top End’s
biggest companies swapped
their comfortable beds for
sheets of cardboard and
sleeping bags.

More than 40 people slept
at the Fannie Bay Gaol as
part of the Vinnies CEO
Sleepout, an annual
charity event raising money
to assist people who are
experiencing homelessness.

Darwin Airport strategic
IT manager Tim Woods and
his seven-year-old daughter

Luca were among the bunch
braving the dry season
chills and supposed ghosts
of the gaol.

Mr Woods also took part
last year when it was held at
Gardens Oval and said it was
a ‘‘humbling experience’’.

‘‘Especially taking part in
this event with a child, it

brings a sense of reality to
the situation,’’ he said.

St Vincent de Paul Society
NT operations manager
Mick Byrne said Darwin
had the highest rate of
homelessness in Australia.

He hoped the event would
top the $100,000 raised last
year and raise awareness.
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