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Awards are presented to winners of the best all round newspaper, best front page and best 
editorial page.  Blue Ribbons are awarded by judges to all finalists and  

others deserving of honourable mention. 



In this class, resources are often 
limited due to the small size of the 
papers, but it is obvious this minor 
handicap is overcome by skill and 
perseverance. The difference between 
first and last is slight. The biggest 
problem with most of the entries 
in this category is the reproduction 
quality. Photos are too dark or light, 
blacks come out grey, etc., etc. This 
cannot be wholly blamed on the 
papers as varying methods at the 
press plants will affect the outcome. 
Papers need to work closely with the 
web folk to insure the final product is 
what they want. 

What made the winners stand out 
are little things that take a few extra 
minutes to do and consistency in 
doing them. The Whitewood (SK) 
Herald does that in spades with an 
attractive front page and an excel-
lent editorial page. They keep their 
clean layouts and well-put-together 
ads throughout the paper and finish 
with a classified section that has bold, 
easy-to-read headings.

The Jasper (AB) Booster follows 
similar guidelines for the body of 
their paper but their use of a large 

eye-catching front photo earned them 
best front page.

I am not normally a fan of broad-
sheet papers, but the Clearwater (BC) 
North Thompson Times is changing 
my tune. The layout is top notch and 
keeps the reader progressing through 
the paper. The graphic design of 
advertising must please the customer 
and readers alike. Photos are very 
sharp, and as I said, for a broadsheet, 
this is very good.

Whitewood (SK) Herald
Clearwater (BC) North Thompson Times
Jasper (AB) Booster

1.
2.
3.
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Whitewood (SK) Herald
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Jasper (AB) Booster
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� Rangers lose home opener

Three arrested
in highway

drug seizures
- Page 3

Going home
These cattle were being moved to Rocanville after a summer grazing season at the Jason Beutler farm east of Whitewood. Enticing the cattle forward was a
truck carrying a bale of hay, while behind, four men on horseback, one on a quad, one dog and a couple of people in vehicles brought up the rear. Cattle
drives of this distance aren’t seen that often but by the looks of things, the drive was going well.

Photo by Donna Beutler

Getting ready for Halloween
It’s that time of year and while children are getting excited and planning their
costumes, residents such as Dave and Anita Maier are also getting ready by
putting Halloween decorations outside their homes.

Photo by Chris Ashfield

Homecoming 2005

Search underway
for past residents 

Committee looking for local help

School holding events as part of Education Week

BY CHRIS ASHFIELD
The search is officially underway to

find past residents of Whitewood for a
massive homecoming celebration
being planned for next summer.
Currently dubbed Homecoming 2005,
the event is in recognition of the
province’s centennial celebrations.

Scheduled to take place July 15-17
2005, the Whitewood homecoming is
expected to draw a crowd similar to
that of Whitewood’s own centennial in
1992, which was well over one thou-
sand people. But in order for that to
happen, organizers are looking for a
little help from current residents.

“What we need to do to start off
with is we need to make a list of all
past residents,” said Homecoming
committee chair Wendy Paquin. “If
residents are still it contact with peo-
ple who moved away or if they know
where they are living, it would be
great if they could supply us with
their name or address.”

The official search for past resi-
dents will begin on November 3 when
the committee, along with any inter-
ested volunteer, meets at the

Whitewood School Library. Beginning
at 7:30 p.m., the search will involve
flipping through old yearbooks as well
as performing online searches for peo-
ple. With a large number of computers
available in the library, and with if
people show up, the committee is hop-
ing that it won’t take long to make an
extensive list.

While the search for people is just
beginning, the planning of the week-
end’s events has been going on for
close to a year already. But with so
many people expected to come back to
Whitewood, the committee wanted to
make sure that there was a careful
balance of free time and planned
events.

“What this weekend is really about
is coming back to Whitewood to visit
with old friends and family,” said
Paquin. “Because it is a social thing,
we wanted to make sure that there
was a lot of free time built into the
agenda but at the same time we want
to make sure that there are places for
people to meet and things for them to
do.”

- continued on page 2

BY DONNA BEUTLER
It’s Education Week in Saskatchewan and sever-

al events are taking place at the school to commem-
orate the week.

A number of activities for students have been
planned including a school trivia contest, as well as
having some classrooms visiting the downtown
library, plus many other activities.

The school library is once again hosting a Book
Fair which includes items from the Scholastic Book
Fair and from Books are Fun. This fair takes place
in the school library now through Thursday, October
21st and is open to the public, staff and students
during the day as well as on Thursday evening. 

The Graduating Class is hosting a pancake lunch
on Thursday, October 21from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. which

will see proceeds going towards their graduation
expenses. Also on Thursday is a superannuate’s din-
ner.

The school will also host its annual Open House
Thursday evening from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. and will
feature a trivia activity, classroom displays as well
as give everyone a chance to view the new entrance
artwork.
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Inquiry into Spudco fiasco needed
By the time you read

this, we should know how
much Spudco has cost us.

What we still won't know,
however, is why it cost us so
much.

For this reason, Premier
Lorne Calvert needs to hold
an independent inquiry into
the province's ill-fated ven-
ture in the potato industry.

The NDP government
owes Saskatchewan – partic-
ularly rural Saskatchewan
that has bore the brunt of
both the economic loss and
lost opportunity – an honest
answer. And honest,
straightforward answers
have been few and far
between when it comes to the
Spudco file.

The whole sorry affair
began to draw to a close ear-
lier this month when the
NDP government settled out
of court with potato growers
and other investors who had
sued over the fiasco.

Exactly how much this
out-of-court settlement has
cost us taxpayers was not yet
disclosed at the time of the
writing of this column,
although SaskWater
Minister Peter Prebble did
say it would be in the "mil-
lions of dollars". That's in
addition to the $28-million
loss the taxpayers have
already incurred plus the
government's legal fees that
are at least $1.2 million (and
counting).

That the government set-
tled its lawsuit out of court
may surprise some of you
who have been casually fol-
lowing this story. The last
public pronouncement about
Spudco came in July when
the government lawyers filed

Alberta contractor started
voicing concerns.

Elwood Sawby, president
of Zipperlock Buildings
(1991) Ltd., told the Leader-
Post in January 2003 he had
bid $1.8-million less to build
the three sheds but had been
told his bid was not consid-
ered unless he became a full
partner with the govern-
ment.

When Sawby raised con-
cerns about the tendering
process seven years ago, he
received a letter from then
SaskWater minister Eldon
Lautermilch on April 28,
1997 saying that the decision
was made by Spudco's part-
ners and that SaskWater
was just "a minority partner
in the next potato storage
facilities."

In fact, the government
and SaskWater had assumed
all risk by April 15, 1997 –
something that was revealed
in a special report by
Premier Lorne Calvert's
deputy premier Dan Perrins
in an internal inquiry
spawned by the Sawby story.

Both Calvert and
Lautermilch were forced to
apologize, but those apolo-
gies haven't really answered
all the outstanding ques-
tions.

Who was truly responsi-
ble for these losses? Who
approved this spending and
ignored the risks? Who mis-
led us for six years  and
waged a legal battle the gov-
ernment appears to have had
little chance of winning?

Only an independent
inquiry will provide the
answers to these questions
about Spudco.

It's time we had one.

nature of the government
investment in the deal to
avoid its own union-prefer-
ence tendering policies.

It was also through these
documents filed in court that
we learned the key element
of deception in the Spudco
affair – that the deal had
never been a private sector-
public sector partnership at
all.

According to an Ernst &
Young report prepared for
the Crown Investment Corp.
(CIC), the amount private
sector partner Con-Force
Investments Ltd. invested in
building the three $7.5-mil-
lion storage sheds was a
mere $153 – not the 51-49
per-cent private sector-pub-
lic sector partnership the
government maintained for
six years. "There was no eco-
nomic evidence to suggest"
this was a true private sec-
tor-public sector partner-
ship, according to the June
25, 1998 Ernest & Young
report.

Ironically, though, the
government's biggest politi-
cal problem wasn't caused by
court documents. Rather, it
was caused by what came to
light after.

When it was reported in
the Leader-Post that confi-
dential government docu-
ments filed in court clearly
showed this had not been a
51-49 partnership, an

a $10-million countersuit
suggesting investors in the
potato industry had provided
"false and misleading finan-
cial information" and had
"negligently or willfully mis-
represented the economic
potential" of this deal.

But after pre-trial hear-
ings, the government
changed its tune and decided
to settle out of court, ending
the four-year battle before it
even went to trial.

For however much more
the legal case has cost us tax-
payers, it did provide us with
one thing: Without this court
action, we likely would not
know what little we do know
about the Spudco mess.

During examination for
discovery for the civil case,
the government was forced
to reveal otherwise confiden-
tial government briefings
and reports. These govern-
ment documents filed in
court revealed Spudco did
not do "due diligence", did
not follow its own business
plan and sometimes did not
have proper cabinet or leg-
islative authority to proceed.

Memos warned the
Americans might view the
Spudco deal as a government
subsidy that could result in
tariffs against the entire
Canadian potato industry.
We even learned the govern-
ment had kept quiet the

“ Rats! Just like the grain crop – nuthin in the head ...! ”

I love my pet, but ...
Several communities within the province and now the province of Ontario

have brought the debate  over certain breeds of dogs to the forefront. Some com-
munities have implemented new bylaws that require a licensing fee of $250.00
and a six foot high fence around your property if you are the owner of certain
breeds of dogs which include Doberman, Rottweiler, Pit Bull and German
Shepherd. The province of Ontario has gone so far as to ban Pit Bulls. There
will be no more Pit Bulls allowed to be purchased or sold in the province and
those pet owners that presently own a pit bull will be required to have them
leashed and muzzled while outside their premises. They will also be required to
have their existing pets neutered.

And most of our readers  are probably thinking that I am going to defend the
pet owners as our family is the owner of a German Shepherd. While I could
gives points both for and against these new laws, I have to honestly say that if
pet owners will not be responsible, then they have to pay the price. This may
be a little extreme but would society allow their neighbours to keep a pet lion
in their back yard? No way! Why? Because they are dangerous. Are they
allowed in caged, supervised areas within our country? Yes, they are – visit any
game farm or zoo. They are not allowed to run wild and it is a known and
proven fact that they can be dangerous. 

Increasing the licensing fee is probably supposed to be a deterrent from pur-
chasing these breeds of dogs and will probably be a determining factor for some
people when choosing a pet. This will undoubtedly lower the numbers of certain
breeds in many households.

But what it all boils down to is that as a pet owner, we must be responsible.
Little dogs can also do big damage when they bite. No matter what the size or
the breed, pet owners must not allow their pets to run free and must be ready
to make a large commitment when raising and training a pet. 

Not every dog that belongs to any of these breeds will be a danger but how
do we weed out the good from the bad? And how do we determine who will be a
responsible pet owner.  It is unfortunate that a few bad apples can soon spoil it
for the whole bunch of pet owners but it is also important that our children and
our neighbours are safe.                                                                            E.A.

Seems that Sean Choo-Foo was showing off his physical
abilities to his family over the Thanksgiving holiday. But
apparently he forgot that while running on a treadmill at
full speed with no shirt on, he should remember to tie his
shorts up so that when they fall down to his ankles, he does-
n’t fly off the machine in front of everyone.

To the winning streak that the
Saskatchewan Roughriders have been experi-
encing during the last month. After an embar-
rassing loss to teams such as the Winnipeg Blue
Bombers during the Labour Day classic and
then again at the Banjo Bowl, it is nice to see
the Riders get their act together and win a few,
including against the number one team. Even
those that are not die-hard football fans are
showing a bit of the ‘Rider Pride.’ I only hope
Sunday’s game became their fifth straight win.

To the drivers who are a little heavy on the gas
pedal while driving around town, especially dur-
ing the daytime.  Almost daily, drivers are spot-
ted flying down streets at excessive speeds, tak-
ing corners way too fast, or entering an intersec-
tion without really looking. With so many kids
playing outside still, these people should learn to
ease up on the pedal before something unimagin-
able happens. What can be so important to get to
so quickly that these people are willing to drive in
a manner that endangers the kids within our own
community? Nothing I bet!

Thumbs Up!

Thumbs Down!

by

Murray Mandryk
Political Columnist
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Basic Cable Service

2 CITL - CTV Edmonton
3 Broadcast News
4 CBXT - CBC Edmonton
5 TV Listings
6 KREM - CBS Spokane
7 CKEM - A-Channel Edmonton
8 CITV - Global Edmonton
9 Access Alberta
10 Shaw TV
11 KHQ - NBC Spokane
12 CBFT - CBC French Montreal
13 KXLY - ABC Spokane
14 YTV
15 CBC Newsworld/Voiceprint
16 Life Network
17 MuchMusic
18 Shaw Sneak-A-Peek
19 CTV Newsnet
20 TSN - The Sports Network
21 The Weather Network
22 KSPS - PBS Spokane
50 TSC - The Shopping Channel

51 Treehouse
52 CJON
54 Vision TV
70 CLT  Canadian Learning TV 
75 SCORE
76 Talk TV
77 CFTM - TVA Montreal French
78 CPAC - House of Commons
79 APTN
80 TV5
81 RDI
82 CHCH - ONTV Hamilton

WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE
THIS MAY CAUSE YOUR THUMB.

JASPER’S CHANNELS ARE CHANGING.
On October 21st, we will be changing Jasper’s programming packages and channel line-up to bring them in line 

with Edmonton’s new standardized line-up. This will not affect your current cable rate. These changes will help us provide 
better service and make it easier to introduce new services in the future.

Full Cable Service Bundle

23 Sportsnet - West
24 Telelatino
25 A&E - Arts & Entertainment Network
26 MuchMoreMusic
27 CNN - Cable News Network
28 CNN - Headline News
29 Spike TV
30 CMT - Country Music Television
31 Showcase
32 Discovery Channel
33 KAYU - FOX Spokane
34 W Network
35 TLC - The Learning Channel
36 Bravo!
37 CNBC
38 Home & Garden Television
39 Golf Channel
40 History Television
41 The Comedy Network
42 Teletoon - West
43 Space 
44 TBS - Atlanta Superstation
45 Family Channel - West
46 Outdoor Life Network
47 SPEED
48 Prime TV
49 The Food Network

Digital

1 Shaw Sneak-A-Peek
53 Family Channel - East
55 Movie Central
56 Adrenaline Drive
57 Heartland Road
58 Shadow Lane
59 WSBK - Boston Superstation
60 KTLA - Los Angeles Superstation
61 WGN - Chicago Superstation
62 WPIX - New York Superstation
63 Encore Avenue
64 Comic Strip
65 Teletoon - East
66 Sportsnet - Pacific 
67 Sportsnet - Ontario 
68 Sportsnet - East
69 BBC World  
71 BET - Black Entertainment 
72 GSN - Game Show Network
73 ROBtv - Report on Business
74 Star! TV
89 Biography
90 Booktelevision
91 Discovery Health Canada 
92 Documentary Channel
93 Fashion Television
94 Independent Film Channel
95 Issues Channel
96 Country Canada
97 Men TV
98 MTV
99 Mystery Television
100 Pridevision
101 G4techTV
102 Travel TV
103 One: Body, Mind & Spirit Channel
104 Court TV Canada
105 Animal Planet
106 BBC Canada
107 BBC Kids
108 ESPN - Classic Canada 

Digital

109 Dejaview 
110 Discovery Kids
111 Discovery Civilization
112 Xtreme Sports 
113 Fox Sportsworld
114 Lonestar
115 MSNBC
116 National Geographic
117 NHL Network
118 Showcase Action
119 Showcase Diva
120 Fairchild Television
122 ATN - Asian Television Network
123 Odyssey Greek TV
127 Hustler TV
128 Playboy TV
130 Fine Living
131 WTVS - PBS Detroit
132 WUHF - FOX Rochester
133 WDIV - NBC Detroit
134 WXYZ - ABC Detroit
135 WWJ - CBS Detroit
140 Pay Per View Promotions
141-155 Pay Per View
200 NHL Hockey Pay Per View
216 Shaw Sneak-A-Peek
249 EWTN-EternalWorldTelevision Network
250 Historia
251 Series Plus
252 Canal Eva
253 Canal Z
254 Canal D
256 RDS
401-440 MTRAX / Galaxie 40 

channels of Digital Music

301 HDTV 1
302 HDTV 2
303 HDTV 3
304 HDTV 4
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SHAWINTERNET AND DIGITAL TV 
ARE COMING TO JASPER.

Shaw High-Speed Internet is coming to Jasper this October. Plus save when you combine Shaw High-Speed Internet with cable in a Shaw Entertainment

Bundle. With Shaw we offer professional installation for your cable modem and 24/7/365 technical support and service calls are included. For more information

on Shaw High-Speed Internet services please visit SHAW.CA.

Join us for a test drive of Shaw High Speed Internet:
Thursday, October 21st: 5pm - 9pm
Place: Jasper Activity Center, 303 Pyramid Avenue

For more information on Shaw services,

CALL 1.888.472.2222 OR VISIT SHAW.CA
For more information on Shaw services,

CALL 1.888.472.2222 OR VISIT SHAW.CA

For Clean 
Carpets, Upholstery

and more!

852-3527852-3527

For Clean 
Carpets, Upholstery

and more!

www.diamondrealestate.ca      A Reputation for Quality and Personal Service     852-1999 SEE PAGE 5
FOR MORE

Will Two Do?
This 2 bedroom, 2 storey unit has been very well maintained. It has a
basement, loft area to use as an office or den, fireplace and central vac
system.  Plus 6 appliances.  A must see!
Asking $220,000 68 Stone Mountain Village

NEW
 LI

ST
ING Three Wishes! 

Quality, Convenience, Comfort
This property has 7 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, a
sunken living room, family room, formal dining
room. You will be impressed by all the solid oak
features and the double attached heated garage.
1123 Patricia Cres. Asking $529,000 $515,000
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DUSTIN WALKER PHOTO

ONLY DUMMIES DON'T WEAR SEATBELTS
A dummy is tossed and twisted in a rollover demonstration that took place at the Jasper Jr./Sr. High School the
afternoon of Oct. 15. The demo was designed to show students the dangers of not wearing their seatbelts. RCMP
highway officers Pete Lavallee (left) and Steve Pavlov also shared some grim statistics with the crowds of kids who
watched the rotating machine. About 75 per cent of people who are ejected from their vehicles during a crash die.
Seatbelts reduce the risk of fatal injury to front seat occupants by 45 per cent and reduce the risk of moderate to
critical injury by 50 per cent. In Alberta, only 76 per cent of rural drivers and passengers wear their seatbelts,
compared to 84 per cent of city drivers and passengers. October is Seatbelt Month, and local RCMP officers have
been conducting check-stops to find people who aren't buckled up. 

Jasperites vote
‘NO’ on smoking

bylaw #57
Jasperites want a smoking

bylaw but not the one brought
forward by petition this past
summer.

During the municipal election
on Oct. 18, residents voted over-
whelmingly against the passage
of smoking bylaw #57, with
1,050 people marking ‘NO’ on
the ballot and 318 people choos-
ing a ‘YES’ vote.

The public also made it clear
it wants council to create its own
smoking bylaw, as there were
1,048 ‘YES’ votes on the second
smoking bylaw question, and
only 234 ‘NO’ votes.

Few municipal issues in
recent years have sparked as
much debate as the smoking
bylaw did this past summer and
fall, but with the public voicing
its opinion, council now has a
clear mandate. Council will now
embark on creating a new smok-
ing bylaw, with community
input, that will come into effect
no later than July 1, 2005.

“It’s a good message for the
entire town,” said Mayor
Richard Ireland. “It doesn’t say
no to a smoking bylaw. It says
yes to a smoking bylaw and it
says yes to residents wishing to
be engaged in municipal politics.
Those are both wonderful
things. I think the results are
very positive.”

All council
incumbents re-elected

A relatively close council
election unfolded, as prospective
candidates watched intently as
results came in on a big screen,
but in the end it was the incum-
bents who led the way.

All five current councillors
who ran in this year’s election
regained their seats on council -

Mike Day (1,013 votes), Gloria
Kongsrud (926 votes), Brenda
Zinck (874 votes), Joe Couture
(739 votes) and Andy Walker
(668 votes).

One position was left open on
council after Ross Pugh decided
not to run again, and that seat
went to Brian Nesbitt. He fin-
ished fourth overall in the elec-
tion with a total of 748 votes.

“I’m a little bit speechless,”
said Nesbitt, after the votes had
been counted. “There’s some
awful good candidates there and
I’m proud of where I fit in. I’m
very thankful to the people who
voted for me and I hope I can
meet their expectations.”

Two other candidates, Rico
Damota (575 votes) and Patrick
Harvey (537 votes) finished the
closest to the six winning candi-
dates.

The municipal election saw
1,392 voters take part, represent-
ing a 37.9 per cent turnout of eli-
gible voters in Jasper.

Wall wins GYRD election
Gilbert Wall came out on top

in the Grande Yellowhead
Regional Division (GYRD)
school board race for Jasper
trustee.

Wall finished the election
with 532 votes, unseating incum-
bent Andy Walker who finished
second with 317 votes.

The other election challenger
Sandra Coombe finished with
159 votes.

“I’m a little humbled by it,
but I’m looking forward to the
process,” said Wall right after
the election. “It’s wonderful that
I got that kind of support.”

At the Booster’s press time,
all results from the municipal
and GYRD elections were unoffi-
cial. See next week’s Booster for
a full list of results.

by Kevin Gill



Big photos, active photos are the 
name of the game and there aren’t 
enough papers doing this. I know 
there is a lot of important news to 
cover in each community, but pick 
the most important story for the front 
page. There should not be more than 
two stories on the front and only one 
is preferred. Remember white space is 
your friend. Use it. Be careful not to 
clutter pages. There were a lot of good 
tries that made some categories, espe-
cially the editorial category, difficult.

Annapolis Royal (NS) Spectator
Fort Chipewyan/Fort Smith (NT) Slave River 
Journal
Fort Simpson (NT) Deh Cho Drum
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Merritt (BC) Herald
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Smith (NT) Slave River 
Journal
Carlyle (SK) Observer
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Carlyle (SK) Observer
Fort Chipewyan/Fort 
Smith (NT) Slave River 
Journal
Inuvik (NT) Inuvik Drum
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Annapolis Royal (NS) Spectator
Carlyle (SK) Observer
Delhi (ON) News-Record
Fort Chipewyan/Fort Smith (NT) Slave River 
Journal
Fort Simpson (NT) Deh Cho Drum
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Herald Publisher: Rick Proznick
Member of the B.C. Press Council
2090 Granite Ave., Merritt V1K 1B8

This week is Waste Reduction Week in Canada. 
That naturally makes one reflect on our own wasteful ways.
We live in a disposable world. Every day we throw out far too

much that could be reused or not used in the first place.
Every time someone puts a can, something plastic or compostable

material into the garbage instead of being reduced, reused or recycled
it adds tons of garbage to the landfills across the country. When you
live in a large place it is often a lot easier to recycle than in a small
community like Merritt. But the bins are there; it is just a matter of
taking the time to use them. It takes a little more effort than if every-
thing could be left at the curbside, but it is time well invested. 

Try it for a week. Recycle all your paper and cardboard. Wash out
cans and jars and compost what you can. At the end of the week
under your sink you will find only a small bag of garbage where a
large one once sat. Imagine how different our landfills would look if
everyone did this every day – it would amaze you.

As if there is not enough going into the trash already, modern man-
ufacturers are jumping on the disposable bandwagon making the situ-
ation even worse. Why use a cloth to wash your baby when some
genius invented a disposable one? Why is it better to use paper towel
to clean up instead of a cloth?

Convenience and the fear of germs have added to the problem.
Now it is possible to list any number of products developed for one
time use.

This Hour has 22 Minutes hit the nail on the head when they
mocked the Swiffer duster. They presented a mock commercial for a
new product, rag on a stick. But wait they joked, now also available
wet rag on a stick. It is just a waste, pure and simple, to use something
that is only for one-time use and then throw it away.

For years people have survived without these products. Just
because we have the technology to create the item doesn’t mean we
should. A lot of these products take years to break down, creating
large volumes of garbage in landfills.

So many things are out of our control when it comes to waste. Why
not control the things that are not? Use a bar of soap instead of a one-
time face-cleansing pad, haul that broom or mop out of the closet.

There are occasions when convenience outweighs environmental
concerns, disposable diapers on a camping trip comes to mind, but the
majority of times it is not necessary to use disposable items. Before
we are all surrounded by trash we need to start thinking about what is
necessary and what is ridiculously frivolous.

Luckily some manufacturers are thinking into the future. Now,
instead of plastic, there is a company that makes containers and pens
out of a similar product derived from corn. Although it looks the same
it can be composted and doesn’t end up in the landfill. 

Unfortunately until people start demanding such products they will
never become a common thing on store shelves. As long as there is
always another spot to dump trash, people are not going to get serious
about reducing the amount of garbage they are creating on a daily
basis. People have to learn to be responsible for the world around
them and stop turning our beautiful country into a garbage dump, or
there may not be anything left for the next generation to enjoy.

- HST

It time to talk
about waste

LET’S NOT TURN B.C. INTO A GARBAGE DUMP

It was the day I first said, “When I
was a kid...” that I realized I was getting
old.

Once the shock of that realization
passed, I found the statement started
popping up all the time. For the most
part it had to do with the change in what
is acceptable for young people. Now, let
me make one thing clear, I am not that
old. At least I don’t think so. It wasn’t
that long ago when my father was
telling me not to make my own mother
cry. Now I sit back and see the young
people today and wonder how parents
manage. It seems teens and even younger have so many
things to overcome these days to eventually be produc-
tive members of society. Drugs are worse than ever
before. They have to avoid violent behaviour that is get-
ting more prominent in our society. Scantily clad girls
teach teens that sex sells. 

It is amazing that anyone makes it out of their teens
these days. 

Which makes me wonder what has lead to such a
state. I think much of it comes down to a loss of control.
Now before I start getting letters from a bunch of angry
parents, I should point out this is not always the fault of
the person who has lost control. 

Society has changed to a point where kids no longer
fear or respect adults. Without these two we have anar-
chy! Don’t get me wrong, I don’t think kids should be
cowering in the corner afraid to move, and I don’t
believe a child should be seen and not heard. But there
has to be some middle ground when the kids have
enough respect for adults that they listen.

After one incident of a broken wooden spoon across
my sister’s bottom, my mother swore she would never

lay a hand, or kitchen utensil, on
another of her children. I grew up not
having to be worried about being hit or
even yelled at for the most part. I knew
one thing, my parents were boss, when
I was at school the same went for my
teachers. I respected, and feared just
enough, the adults in my life. I knew I
had to behave or else.
The “or else” is what has changed.
When I was young all my parents had
to do was take something away that I
loved. A week without TV, home right
after school instead of to a friend’s...all

these worked like a charm. 
I didn’t really have any reason to fear my parents, but

I did just enough to listen to them. 
My mother was the enforcer in our family, but when

she was really mad and couldn’t even talk to you, the
scariest words of all rang out – go talk to your father.
Looking back I don’t know why they held so much
power, but that trip to the barn to talk to my dad was ter-
rifying. The funny part is, usually he would just say,
“Okay what you did was bad, here’s your punishment.”
Two minutes later it was over, all I had to do was serve
my time.

Even the simplest things kept me from misbehaving
too much. The best example was hearing my mother
say, “I am very disappointed in you.” It made my heart
sink, and the next time I thought about doing something
similar,  those words would ring in my ears. 

Now something has happened to take that respect and
fear away. A lot of kids are simply out of control. My
friend once told me her son’s teacher asked them each

Where are we headed with kids?
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Judging this category was a real 
pleasure. It was clear that small 
circulation weeklies are doing an 
extremely good job with limited 
resources. While the vast majority of 
entries were of high calibre, many of 
the newspapers appeared to forget 
the importance of good photography. 
Some papers carried as few as two or 
three photos in total. Story length is 
another area many of the newspapers 
could improve upon. It is very impor-
tant to give the reader quality but also 
quantity in story count. Watch out 
for experimenting with multi-colour 
screens and tints on the front page. 
It does not enhance the presentation. 
In fact it overpowers both the lead 
story and photograph. Also many of 
the b/w photographs were of poor 
quality. These areas can be improved 
very easily.

This year a small number of entries 
seemed to make their mark across all 
key categories of newspaper excel-

lence including: news, community, 
arts, photography, op/ed page, typog-
raphy, layout and presentation, ad 
content and classifieds. 

Congratulations to the award 
winners. It was extremely difficult to 
narrow down the three top awards; 
however, the Lacombe (AB) Globe, 
Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) Chron-
icle and the Ingersoll (ON) Times 
all deserve to be acknowledged as 
successful community newspapers. 
Congratulations to you all!
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By Lyle Aspinall
Globe Editor

Plans for a new Lacombe
Civic Centre were recently
given an inspired boost that
could be the catalyst in making
the structure a reality.

A group of local scientists
brainstormed ideas for an agri-
culture interpretive centre that
could be an anchor in the com-
plex meant to replace the cur-
rent Lacombe Memorial Centre. 

Their ideas were presented to
town council during a March 1
meeting.

Dr. James Helm outlined
numerous ideas he and some
colleagues came up with.

Ultimately, he said, the centre
would be active, with displays
changing regularly, and would
serve as an education resource
for residents and tourists alike.

He said it could be divided
into sections: 

• The local history of agricul-
ture, helped in part by the
Lacombe Research Centre’s cen-
tennial in 2008; 

• An activity centre/kitchen
to teach food preparation in a
hands-on environment;

• A laboratory to show new
science and technology;

• A greenhouse for educa-
tion, Town bedding plants or
Communities in Bloom efforts;

• A theatre for instructional
videos;

• A crop garden as an educa-
tional tool and visual attraction.

Helm and his colleagues are
employees with Alberta
Agriculture’s Field Crop
Development Centre in
Lacombe. Although the inter-
pretive centre concept had noth-
ing to do with the government,
Helm said it made sense for
people in his line of work to lead
the way.

“We did this as individuals
who are in agriculture,” he said.
“Because of our work we are
fairly knowledgeable about
agriculture in this area.”

He believes the knowledge

needs to be shared.
“People do not understand

modern science, and I think
they want to. People are looking
for info, and Lacombe is unique
in having two major research
institutions. So why not high-
light and build on your
strengths?”

The idea for an agriculture
interpretive centre began during
an informal chat between Helm
and Mayor Bill McQuesten last
summer; McQuesten had asked
Helm to come up with a con-
cept.

When town council and the
Lacombe Civic Centre
Committee saw the presenta-
tion on March 1, they were
blown away.

“This is one of the most
visionary things I’ve ever seen
at this council table in quite a
long time,” said Coun. Jim
Dixon. “This could be the cata-
lyst to get this going.”

Plans for a new civic centre in
Lacombe have been going on
for several years but have suf-
fered some setbacks, the largest
of which was receiving only
$700,000 from what the Town
hoped would be a $5.5 million
provincial centennial legacy
grant last April.

The $700,000 was almost lost
since the cash wasn’t earmarked
for anything at the year-end
deadline, but McQuesten told
council that MLA Judy Gordon
had convinced her government
colleagues to let Lacombe hang
on to the money.

It’s hoped that a major agri-
culture component will help
secure other grants for the entire
civic centre from various levels
of government.

“That’s one of the reasons
we’re going after it,” said
McQuesten. “We need to think
outside the box and be proac-
tive.”

The idea will now be dis-
cussed among the civic centre
committee and council to deter-
mine the next step.

By Chad Anderson
Globe Staff Writer

The Lacombe Fire Department
was put to the test last Friday
night when two fire calls were
received within minutes of each
other.

Just after 8 p.m., a trailer full of
scrap wood was found completely
engulfed in flames inside a fenced
area on the east side of Lacombe
Composite High School (LCHS).

The fire department responded
with two trucks. 

On the way there a second call
came in—this time, a house was
on fire.

The two firetrucks split up. One
headed to the school blaze and the
other—accompanied by a rescue
vehicle—went to the home, locat-
ed at 4712 48th Ave., just west of
Highway 2A.

Once crews at the school
stopped the wood-trailer blaze,
they sped across town to help with

the house fire, which had severely
damaged the home’s interior.

Firefighters at the scene said no
one was home at the time, and
Lacombe Victim Services was
called to assist the people living
there to find a place to stay.

Once the fire at the house was
extinguished, a crew returned to
LCHS to make sure that fire was
still out. The trailer of wood was
dragged a safe distance away from
the school, near an east-side park-
ing lot and a set of tennis courts.

The fire department was called
back to the scene Sunday morn-
ing, about 7 a.m., because sawdust
at the bottom of the trailer began
to smoldering again.

One firefighter said it had been
the first time since grassfire season
many years ago that he had to
respond to two calls at the same
time.

The causes of both fires are still
under investigation.

Lacombe Globe/CHAD ANDERSON
Lacombe firefighters battle a blaze consuming a trailer full of scrap wood inside a
fenced area at Lacombe Composite High School.

Firefighters battle two blazes at same time

Lacombe Globe/LYLE ASPINALL
SHOW STOPPER—Mark Ferguson received a deserving round of applause and several
cheers for his rendition of Puttin’ on the Ritz in the ‘Musical Theatre Solo’ division of the 23rd
annual Lacombe Music Festival last Wednesday at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. For more on the festival, which involved over 2,000 participants, please see Page A7.

Civic centre
plans given
pivotal idea

WINTER
 HOURS:

*MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

SATURDAY  
9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

5610 Hwy. 2A
Lacombe

403-782-6831

NO APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

TIRE AND AUTO CENTRE

Lacombe

NOW 
HIRING
Bakers & Full time staff. 
Call Kerry @ 782-0893

The Garden Store
with So Much More

SPRING COURSES
Water Gardens

Interior Decorating

Landscape Design

Tree Pruning

Creative Planting
(check at store for details)

782-2212 • 4721 - 46 St
(South of Tim Hortons)

5610 - Hwy. 2A North, Lacombe

782-6831

TIRE & AUTO CENTRE
Ford is proud to be a partner with Wayne

Gretzky. Donate hockey equipment at
Fast Lane Tire and Auto Centre so that any

kid who wants to play can play.

SUMMER HOURS:
Effective April 1

Mon. Thurs. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

No Appointment Necessary

SPECIAL
OF THE WEEK

2003
JEEP TJ SPORT
4.0 Litre, 5 Speed, Dual Tops,

Sunscreen Wheel Pkg.
Reg. $29,07000

4450 - Hwy. 12 E, Lacombe, AB
403-782-2277 • 1-800-661-5277

$24,33800

or $380 / MO
RTD.

60/84 Plan $1,000 Down O.A.C.
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IN LOCAL HISTORY QUOTE OF THE WEEK FOOD FOR THOUGHT
“Somebody might have seen something and don’t

realize what they have seen.” 
- Oxford OPP Const. Dennis Harwood 

about seeking witnesses to Saturday’s fire.
See page 1.
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One of the nice things about problems is that a
good many of them do not exist except in our imag-
inations.

- Steve Allen

From Thurs., March 10, 1904 - Increased interest will be
added to the next session of the Mock Parliament in the King
Street Church next Monday night by the announcement that a
strong delegation of ladies will wait on the government and
urge upon them total prohibition, respecting the manufacture
and sale of cigarettes, in the Dominion.

Letters To The Editor

Ingersoll town council was right to turn down a
request that it buy portable classrooms for a town
school.

Two members of the Ingersoll school accom-
modation study committee asked the town to put
up as much as $90,000 to buy portables for
Princess Anne. The idea was that the town would
then lease them back to Thames Valley District
School Board for a token amount.

Such a plan would fix the problems plaguing
Princess Anne, Westfield and Victory Memorial in
this study. There are too many students at
Princess Anne and Westfield and not enough at
VMS. There hasn’t been an easy answer as to how
to fix this and now various scenarios include clos-
ing Westfield and shuffling students between the
other two schools.

It’s a tough spot to be in.
The idea put forth by committee members Wil

Prinzen and Al Moon Monday night was very cre-
ative and we applaud those who came up with it.

However, taxpayers already pay to the school
board. We don’t want our town taxes going toward
school board expenses.

We are glad to know Mayor Paul Holbrough will
be attending the meetings on behalf of the town.
It may do some good for others to see just what
has been going on at the meetings. 

The men were right when they said accommo-
dation study committee meetings are sometimes
“not a pretty sight.” In fact, the frustration is
becoming visible. Even committee chairman and
trustee Graham Hart is sensing the frustration.

The committee had the chance a couple of
months ago to say they couldn’t come up with a
better solution, but they didn’t. They agreed they
had accomplished nothing and wanted to face
the issue head on to come up with a made-in-
Ingersoll solution. 

We hope the committee members will stick to
it. They really are doing the rest of us a service by
taking their personal time to try to solve a local
problem. It’s definitely better this way than to
have the school board decide for us.

-Jennifer Vandermeer

Road signs
finally updated

Hallelujah! According to the
entrance road signs, we are
getting bigger.

It took a few years since
annexation to see the new
gateway signs tell the world
that yes, indeed, Ingersoll’s
population is now 11,000 - a
welcomed change from the
decades-old 9,500. And add on
another 5,000 people just out-
side the municipal boundaries
and we will continue to grow.

When I attempted to run the
local postal services a few
years ago, the rule of thumb in
those days was when a corpo-
ration reaches 10,000 people,
its status would be that of a
city.

Whether you wish to be
called a big town or small city,
we applaud the city fathers
who arranged for the updated
signs.

Being bred, raised and
hopefully buried in this com-
munity, may we as citizens
support the Ingersoll down-
town revitalization strategy
team and the newly-appoint-
ed developmental officer Peter
Rigby in their efforts to truly
create an exciting new image
throughout this community.

May we also keep cheering
for the resurrection of Smith’s
Pond as a source for a glam-
orous water display and may
the city fathers scrape up

enough funds to erect a much-
needed overpass over the rails
and waterways in the west
end.

It may not be referred as
Cheesetown anymore, but
Ingersoll is still a great com-
munity.

Let us all work to even make
it better.

Don McNiven
Ingersoll

Other groups
also need 
volunteers 

Kudos to Rhonda Henhawke
for her letter on volunteering.

Although she did forget to
mention one thing. Not only
did she have a one year old
when she joined the Ingersoll
Minor Soccer executive, she
also had three more children
at home. She has been an
invaluable part of the Ingersoll
Soccer Club and given so
much of her time and energy
to be a good citizen. 

Also further to her mention
of Tom Mayberry. In case any-
one has been living in a cave,
that is “Dr. Tom Mayberry.” I
have always said “if Tom can
be a volunteer, so can I.” 

Who on earth is busier than
a doctor? So perhaps next time
you are asked to give of your
time to help not only yourself
but others, you should think
“What would Tom do?” Or

maybe go the step further and
don’t wait to be asked. Volun-
teer.

Karen Costello
Ingersoll

Politics a
popularity
contest

It is no wonder that our
political situation is in the
shape that it is, and, it will
never change, because the
“people” will not change. 

Last week, I attended the
candidate nomination meet-
ing of the Conservative Party
of Canada, electoral district of
Oxford. 

It was here, at the very
beginning of the process, at
the beginning of a new party,
that people who truly want
change should be making the
change. 

However, I soon realized
that the meeting was not
about the best man for the job,
but rather a popularity contest
of more memberships and
friends. Until people come to
realise that they should
choose the “best” man for the
job to represent them, and for-
sake family, friends and loyal-
ties, we will never change the
political situation we always
find ourselves in.

From all of Oxford County,
only two people were interest-
ed enough to put their name

forward to give us a choice,
Charles Ward and Dave
MacKenzie. I went to this
meeting to get informed and
to elect one of these men to
represent me at the federal
government. I listened to Dave
and heard absolutely nothing
about issues or what he would
do for me. All I heard was
about him and past accom-
plishments. I listened to
Charles and heard about
issues affecting us today, I
heard what he intended to do
for me, how he would do it and
changes he would like to
make. 

So, who gets the vote? The
man who would best repre-
sent Oxford? Or, the most pop-
ular, without vision or com-
mitment?

It is very true, that there are
no losers among the candi-
dates running a political race,
they are real winners. Both of
these men put their name and
personal lives on the line for
us, knowing only one will go
on and one will walk. The real
losers in these situations are
the people, and it is usually
the people themselves who
cause their own defeat. Last
week, Oxford lost out on a
good representative in Charles
Ward we can only hope now
that Dave MacKenzie will
strive to represent us in the
way Charles Ward would have.

Peter Hutchison
Thamesford

Town right 
not to buy 
classrooms

Board of Trade short of members
From the files of

The Ingersoll Chronicle
Thursday, March 10, 1904

ANNUAL MEETING BOARD
OF TRADE – After repeated
futile attempts the Board of
Trade succeeded in holding
their annual meeting last
night. When chairman King
took his seat there were just
the necessary seven members
present. This number, howev-
er, was slightly increased as
time wore on, but the atten-
dance was not as representa-
tive as it should have been,
which fact paved the way for
considerable discussion as to
the best method to increase
the Board’s membership and
to create greater activity. The
members were a unit in
declaring that some course in
this direction should be fol-
lowed. The importance of a
representative and aggressive
Board was apparent to all of
the members who have their

views in a manner that cer-
tainly stamped them as work-
ers and as having the welfare
of the town at heart. Efforts
will be made immediately to
secure new members – a per-
sonal canvass being the plan
decided upon – and it is
earnestly hoped that the
Board of Trade this year will be
the largest and the most suc-
cessful in the history of the
town.

MINOR CHRONICLES
• Mr. J. P. Capron can proba-

bly lay claim to having the ear-
liest brood of chickens in
town. He had several hatched
on Monday and despite the
severe weather conditions
they are thriving nicely.

• Four stallions imported
from the Old Country by the
George Bros. of Crampton
reached the Kirwin stables at
one o’clock Sunday morning.
The horses are described as
beauties, and many horsemen
have viewed them today.

• Four gangs of men, sixty in
all, are engaged in clearing the
T.L.E.&P. tracks. It is expected
the road between Tillsonburg
and Port Burwell will be open
again by Saturday, and that a
train will be brought over it
that day. The road between
Tillsonburg and Ingersoll will
be open the first of the week.

• Mr. Walter Mills has pur-
chased the “old tannery”
property, including the build-
ing. Parties are now in negoti-
ation with Mr. Mills with a
view to purchasing the lots
facing the streets, which will
no doubt be used for building
residences.

• Another shipment of
heavy horses to British
Columbia was made by Mr. Ed

Butler on Friday. There were
seventeen horses in the lot,
which is said by judges of
horseflesh to be the finest that
has left Ingersoll in recent
years.

• Increased interest will be
added to the next session of
the Mock Parliament in the
King Street Church next Mon-
day night by the announce-
ment that a strong delegation
of ladies will wait on the gov-
ernment and urge upon them
total prohibition, respecting
the manufacture and sale of
cigarettes, in the Dominion.

• As the town clock sounded
the hour at 8 p.m. Monday,
five members of the Board of
Education who had gathered
at the council chamber in
response to the call for a regu-
lar meeting, donned their
overcoats and went out into
the storm again. As the num-
ber present did not constitute
a quorum no meeting of the
Board was held.

From The 
Old Files

By Yvonne Holmes Mott

LETTERS POLICY
The Ingersoll Times welcomes 
letters to the editor. All letters must be signed by the writer,
whose address & telephone number must be included. 
Pseudonyms are not acceptable. Letters which cannot be 
verified by telephone may not be published.
Letters should be addressed to: 
The Editor, 
The Ingersoll Times 
19 King St. W., Ingersoll, ON N5C 3K1
The deadline is Monday at 12 noon.
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Marvellous 
mushrooms

Unravelling an
Inuit mystery

Combing the woods around 
Yellow Point for forest fungi.

“You realize how petty everyday 
problems are when you see sick 
kids and struggling parents.’’ 
Todd Woon, reflecting on the 
Tour de Rock. (page 5)

Local researcher gets published 
in prestigious scientific journal.
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approved

Car flips on highway
Hydroplaning and excessive speed were factors in a single vehicle rollover on the highway Sunday, police said at the 
scene of the accident, just south of Mt. Sicker Road. North Cowichan fire rescue was called in to extricate the male 
driver, who was ambulanced to hospital with serious injuries. Southbound traffic was slowed for about two hours.

Photo by Andrew Topf

� Report says wet depression 
is not an environmentally 
sensitive area

By PETER RUSLAND
News Group

The Crofton Airshed Citizens’ 
Group will use about $200,000 in 
proceeds from last month’s local 
rock-concert benefit to start review-
ing and studying Crofton pulp mill 
emissions, an Airshed member says. 

Michael Ableman says consultants 
RWDI will use stringent American 
standards to begin a peer review of 
the NorskeCanada mill’s recent study 
by the Jacques Whitford firm. 

“We’re moving forward. The first 
stage is to handle the peer review,” 
he said. 

“I’m expecting it will probably take 

eight to 10 weeks, maybe less.” 
His ballpark estimate for that peer 

review is $25,000 to $50,000. 
That’s how much the Airshed group 

first estimated it would cost for its 
own private study of mill emissions 
when the rock concert was being 
organized. 

Ableman now admits, “consultants 
aren’t cheap and it depends on what 
data the mill provides us.” 

“We raised over $200,000 but that’s 
a drop in the bucket by the time we 
get done with the peer review and 
studies that we really want to do.” 

Ableman cited a recent meeting 
where Jacques Whitford and Norske’s 
peer review firm SENES reported 

four mill pollutants needed more 
monitoring.

“We felt their results were definitely 
skewed in that they didn’t show the 
extent of the problems.” 

Airshed members aim to probe 
health-risk problems with their RWDI 
team.

“They’re a Canadian company and 
have subcontracted with its U.S. 
counterpart.

“The [Canadian] data and regula-
tion is just not at the level of the U.S.; 
we’re relying on the higher standards 
essentially.” 

CACG wants RWDI to start work 
immediately “assuming Norske 
releases the information.” 

Concert rakes in $200,000

By ANDREW TOPF
The Chronicle

Ladysmith Town council has okayed an additional six lots on 
a proposed 122-lot subdivision off Russell Road.

The decision means the developer, Bill Katerenchuk, will be 
allowed to relocate an existing watercourse and build a road 
into the southwest corner of the property, even though the area, 
described in a consultant’s report as a “wet depression”, had 
previously been deemed off limits as environmentally sensi-
tive.

Several neighbours concerned about the impact of moving 
the watercourse, as well as the potential for more clearcutting 
behind homes on Hooper Place and Rothdale Road, packed 
council chambers at a special meeting called last Monday to 
deal with the issue. Mayor Rob Hutchins, who walked the 
property a few days earlier with two councillors, said the area 
appears to have been a dumping ground, with a number of alder 
trees growing on top of piles of rock, gravel and sand, as well 
as chunks of discarded concrete, possibly left there by the Town 
or individuals several years ago. Some residents had expressed 
concerns, at an earlier council meeting, about the presence of 
fish-bearing streams in the area, but Coun. Rob Johnson said 
they found no evidence of a pond containing fish.

“It’s a low wet area, perhaps made more wet because sand, 
rock, and debris blocked the natural flow of water,” said 
Hutchins.

A report completed by EBA Engineering Consultants also 
found the area to be of no environmental significance, describ-
ing it as “a secondary drainage course resulting from previous 
forest clearing practices and construction activity.”

However, in order to create a green belt with walking trails, 
as well as conform to the Town’s watercourse setback require-
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There are many papers in this 
group that are putting out a profes-
sional effort to produce a quality 
paper. I see throughout the class a 
serious attention paid to news cover-
age. Where many fall down is packag-
ing that coverage. Some papers had 
quality journalism—and lots of it 
—packaged in a design that is 30 or 
more years old. There’s something to 
be said for tradition but acres of grey 
copy and uninspiring headline type-
faces turn readers away. All that good 
work goes for naught. Invest in some 
layout and design training.

All-Round: General excellence re-
fers to the overall product, the paper 
that pulls together all the elements of 
a newspaper or more elements than 
the rest in the class. The Squamish 
(BC) Chief is the best overall package 
in this group. It has a competent de-
sign, a lively editorial page, thorough 
news coverage and a healthy advertis-
ing base with clear, well-designed ads.

Front Page: Well-organized front 
pages that prioritize the stories and 
make use of a strong photograph 
or two compel people to read your 
paper. Tight cropping of photos is 

important. 1st Place: Port Perry (ON) 
Star—Good handling of a strong 
photo made this paper a winner.

Editorial Page: Good writing is the 
heart of the editorial page. Strong, 
clear opinions, written entertainingly 
and/or provocatively, make this page. 
Diversity and quantity of opinion 
helps, too. 1st Place: Squamish (BC) 
Chief—Well-written, pull-no-punches 
editorials and columns in both 
months’ entries were a joy to read.
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Salmon Arm (BC) Observer
Powell River (BC) Peak
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Your
morning
smile:

“A high-brow is
someone who

looks at a
sausage and

thinks of
Picasso.”
—AP Herbert

$1Newsstand
(GST included)

Surf The Chief Online Today at WWW.SQUAMISHCHIEF.COM

Squamish, B.C. • Friday, March 12, 2004

Spring Break
Need help keeping the kids

occupied? See About Town for
plenty of activities 

15

Crunch time
Atom Reps lay it on the line in

playoffs

23

DAVE HUMPHREYS/WWW.DIGITALREDPOINT.COM

Terminal case: Protesters carry a coffin signifying the impending loss of community services in B.C. at a rally in
support of the Howe Sound Women’s Centre Saturday (Mar. 6). More than 50 people attended the rally, which
started at the Howe Sound Women’s Centre and proceeded through downtown Squamish to Lily’s Garden.

Mayor still sure
money will come

JOHN FRENCH
CHIEF STAFF WRITER

Squamish Council is moving
ahead as if funding for the Sea to
Sky Adventure Centre is a lock.

In current budget discussions, the
project is noted and the district is
planning to expend $450,000 on the
development. More than $1 million
is expected to come from the feder-
al government’s Western Economic
Diversification program.

MP John Reynolds reported late
last year that he was surprised the
official announcement was still
pending. Stephen Owen, the
Minister of Western Economic
Diversification until Paul Martin
shuffled him to a new post, was
reportedly poised to announce the
funding for the tourist information
centre on Hwy. 99. The announce-
ment never came.

Despite the fact that there’s no

official word that Squamish is
going to get the funding, Squamish
Mayor Ian Sutherland is confident
it is just a matter of time before the
announcement is made and the
money arrives.

Sutherland said he is keeping in
touch with people involved with
the federal funding agency and the
message he keeps getting is that
current challenges at the federal
level need to be cleared up and then
the money will be announced and
released.

“The information has been ‘it will
happen soon’,” Sutherland told The
Chief. “It will happen soon so we
have just been keeping touch to
make sure that we are still on the
radar screen. They want to move

forward as well. While we want to
move forward as soon as possible
we understand the hold up.”

The mayor said that the federal
money was originally identified for
the 2003 budget; however, since it
was not released in 2003 it needs to
be rolled over to the federal 2004
budget.

“They had to rewrite the program
so the money could be spent by
Mar. 31, 2005,” said the mayor.

According to the mayor, the
change in Liberal leadership and
Paul Martin’s subsequent cabinet
shuffle set the process back.

Media reports in the last week
indicate that the money earmarked
for Squamish and other communi-
ties in B.C. is stuck in bureaucracy.
Rule changes, a complex approval
process and errors made all com-
bined to set back the release of the
$55 million.

The federal money for the centre
in Squamish is to come from the
federal Softwood Industry
Community Economic Adjustment
Initiative (SICEAI).

Adventure Centre funding stalled

Wal-Mart
deal
close?
Announcement
Tuesday; land

clearing under way
JOHN FRENCH
CHIEF STAFF WRITER

Squamish will know more about Wal-
Mart’s future in this community early
next week.

Mayor Ian Sutherland has confirmed
that council will make an announce-
ment on Tuesday concerning the Wal-
Mart store proposed for the Squamish
Business Park.

Sutherland isn’t offering any further
details except to confirm that Wal-
Mart’s future in Squamish will be made
clearer at the regular meeting of council
set for Tuesday (Mar. 16) at 7 p.m.

Machinery is working on the parcel of
land Wal-Mart expressed an interest in
buying.

The 3.04 hectare (7.5 acre) piece of
undeveloped and unserviced property
in question is located west of Hwy. 99
and north of Discovery Way.

The District of Squamish confirmed
on Jan. 21, 2003 that purchase negotia-
tions were under way between Wal-
Mart and the district. The negotiations
also included discussions around the
future zoning of the property.

The district indicated last year that
Wal-Mart wanted to build a 7,897
square metre (85,000 square feet) retail
outlet along with a separate 465 square
metre (5,000 square feet) restaurant.

Eventual development of the property
in question was solidified when the dis-
trict announced last June that Parallax
Investment Corp. of Toronto had
signed a conditional sale agreement to
buy 4.05 hectares (10 acres) directly
north of the land Wal-Mart was negoti-
ating to buy to build a factory outlet
mall.

Mayor Sutherland confirmed at the
time of the announcement that if the
district and Wal-Mart did not reach an
agreement, then Parallax’s factory out-
let plans would move to the property
Wal-Mart was interested in buying.

The information
has been ‘it will
happen soon’.

—Mayor Ian Sutherland

40514 Highlands Way North
If you are looking for quality and space then you must see this
beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath rancher located in the Highlands.

The home features, 9ft ceilings, large family room, full en-suite,
double garage, tile roof and beautiful private backyard. 

$450,000

BEAUTIFUL HOME IN THE GARIBALDI HIGHLANDS MARGIE & KEN
NEWINGTON

“Your full service 
Real Estate Team”

604-815-6824

www.squamish-homes.com

Gerry
Halstrom

1.888.324.4653

18
29

View Properties
Available!

Iwas hesitant to rent Walking
Tall. Up to now the movies that
are made in Squamish,

well...they’re usually horribly
unwatchable. Say It Isn’t So, Freddy
Got Fingered… Insomnia was OK
but none have really had the feel-
ing that it was Squamish. 

Turns out my hesitation was not
warranted as Walking Tall hit
almost to close to home. Their
mill closed down. Our mill closed
down. They have a crystal meth
problem. We have a huge crystal
meth problem. They had a guy
walking around beating up peo-
ple with a 2x4. Heck, we have
more then our share of those. The
only real difference was in the
end the solution for all their
downtown problems was a gun.
Luckily, it appears our downtown
problems might be solved with a
little Smart Growth. 

Everyone can agree that some-
thing just isn’t right. Somehow
our lives are spent doing things
we’d rather not do in places we’d
rather not see. Smart Growth on
the Ground is basically the prod-
uct of people saying we can live
better. They tackle transportation
issues knowing highway sprawl
and big boxes are not the answers
to our community’s problems. 

Interestingly enough the first

meeting of the Smart Growth pro-
gram was scheduled the exact
same day that a press release was
distributed saying there would be
yet another American-owned big
box visible from the highway.
Home Depot is on the way and
the timing of this couldn’t be
more ironic. It’s kind of like hav-
ing a birds-and-the-bees conver-

sation with your pregnant teen. A
little snooping around and you
could easily tell they’ve already
been screwed. 

Years ago balls of limited vision
were put into motion that would
see our downtown move to the
highway, and we can’t go back
and change the sad fact that the
movie theatre wasn’t put down-
town. 

However, all is not bleak as this
Smart Growth process is definite-
ly a step, albeit late, in the right
direction. At the meeting the
usual suspects in the audience
represented the public. It was
good to hear the Mayor whole-

heartedly support the ideas of
this meeting as the impression
was given that this would not be
another study to sit on the shelf. 

If this is true, I look forward to
the buffer of trees staying along
the trail that runs between the
highway and the imminent Wal-
Mart big box bonanza. After all, it
was abundantly clear that one
way to increase the livability of
our community is to plant trees
and hide the shame. Lucky for us
they’re already planted. If we
truly are all about Smart Growth
then the trees should stay.

In the mean time, keep posted
for there will be yet more oppor-
tunities for the public (psst! that’s
you) to give their two cents. Sure
times are tough and there certain-
ly isn’t much spare time kicking
around but if you could share
your opinion it could make a dif-
ference in shaping this town. 

After all, who isn’t in favor of
living better?

Hogwash. That, in a non-
copyrighted word, is what
we think of the Vancouver

Organizing Committee for the
Olympic Games (VANOC)’s ham-
handed censorship of the Squamish
Chamber of Commerce’s “Heart of
2010” banner campaign.

Oops, sorry. How much will writ-
ing “2010” cost us?

Nothing, actually. Editorial men-
tions of the Olympics
are sill free — so far.

But VANOC has
already started what
appears to be a
hyper-sensitive cam-
paign to “protect the
brand” of the
Olympics, starting
with quashing the
Squamish Chamber
of Commerce’s high-
way banners with
the phrase because
— God forbid! — they include the
Olympic year “2010”  on them. 

This worthwhile initiative, which
saw banners first go up all through
Squamish in 2002, accomplishes
two very important goals: it shows
the world that Squamish is ready to
embrace the Games and the world
that will come to Sea to Sky
Country in a little more than five
years, and it provides funds for the
Chamber to continue its work of
supporting the Games and maxi-
mizing Squamish’s role in them. 

The minds behind the bid didn’t
have a problem with Squamish
being the “Heart of 2010” (oops!
Not again) when the International
Olympic Committee rolled through
town last year. But now that the
Games are here, it seems that help is
no longer wanted.

We have no problem with the
principle of protecting the Olympic

rings and brands. Unauthorized
use of Olympic rings and use of the
name by non-sponsors cheapens
the brand and reduces the value of
sponsorship — one of the major
sources of revenue for the
Olympics. Without proper control
of the brand, taxpayers could be on
the hook for a lot more of the cost of
the Games in the end.

But in the case of the “Heart of
2010”(ka-ching! )
banner campaign,
we’re not talking
about some fly-by-
night t-shirt mer-
chant trying to
squeeze a quick buck
out of the Olympics
before the legal
hounds are let loose.
The Chamber has
been an ardent,
enthusiastic and
loyal supporter of

the bid and the Games right from
the start, when Vancouver-Whistler
was chosen as Canada’s bid city for
2010 (ding!) and businesses that are
buying the banners are showing
support for the community, not
profiteering from the Olympics.

The Chamber’s hands are tied, of
course. Their goal is to partner with
VANOC, and as the smaller partner
in the relationship, they have little
to gain and much to lose by stand-
ing up to them. 

In the end, the Games are coming
to Vancouver and Whistler and
through Squamish no matter what
— but our attitude and relationship
with the Games will make all the
difference in the world on how
Squamish is affected.

But we can say to VANOC what
the Chamber can’t: respect the
rings, yes. But respect your friends
too.

The Heart of 2010™
EDITORIAL

Everything’s harder here

THE ISSUE:
2010 Olympics

WE SAY:
Censoring the

“Heart of 2010” is
ridiculous

VIEWS Who isn’t in favour
of living better?

—Bryan Raiser

It’s kind of like having a
birds-and-the-bees

conversation with your
pregnant teen…

5 years ago — October 26, 1999
A 730-signature petition was given to council asking for effective bus

service to Brennan Park Leisure Centre. Council passed a motion to
submit the petition to B.C. Transit and the financial services depart-
ment.
10 years ago — October 25, 1994

Squamish council committed $2.215 million to the construction of a
new library. Council passed a motion to support the funds if the
Squamish Public Library board could raise an additional $1 million
through fundraising and grant applications.
25 years ago — October 24, 1979

A three-bedroom townhouse with a fireplace, one and half bath-
rooms, a fridge and stove was in the Squamish Times classifieds for
$300 a month.
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GETTING READY FOR THE TOWN HALL 1873 GALA  Scugog 
public 
works boss 
is hitting 
the road 
 Larry Postill accepts another 
position and will leave the 
Township on Nov. 12 

 BY CHRIS HALL 

 SCUGOG — When Larry Postill finally left 
his office during the early evening hours of  Oct. 
8, prior to leaving for a week-long hunting and 
fishing trip, he did so with a smile and the antici-
pation of  someone looking forward to starting a 
new career.
 Just moments before switching off  his office 
lights, Scugog’s public works director had sent 
off  an e-mail to Kathryn McCann, the Township’s
acting chief  administrative officer (CAO), inform-
ing her that he would officially be leaving his post
as of  Nov. 12 in pursuit of  other interests.
 “I gave them five weeks notice in order to make 
the transition as smooth as possible,” said Mr. 
Postill, who refused to publicly reveal his new 
employer. “I have a lot of  respect for the corpora-
tion and the employees here and I thought it was 
a fair offer to the acting CAO.”
 A resident of  Scugog since 1955, after Hur-
ricane Hazel wiped out his family’s property in 
Markham a year earlier, Mr. Postill has spent 
years in the roads industry — first working with 
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2004
28 PAGES
PRESSRUN 10,300

Photo by Celia Klemenz
PORT PERRY — On Saturday, Oct. 30, a Mardi Gras Gala will take place at the newly renovated Town Hall 
1873 Centre for the Performing Arts. Tickets are $100 per person, with a tax receipt issued for half. Tickets 
are available at Ocala Winery, 971 High Point Rd., Port Perry, 1-866-985-9924. Kim Laird-Hurst of  Tropic 
Design on Mary Street shows off  one of  the masks up for auction. This mask has been created by painter 
Henry Fernandes. Other masks are on display throughout Port Perry.

SEE POSTILL, PAGE 11

MOJACKS READY TO ICE GEORGINA  PAGE 17

PORT PERRY
DIAL-A-JUG
• Pure Spring & Distilled Water

• Water Coolers
• Water Softener Salt

DELIVERY YOU
CAN COUNT ON

905-985-7873

FranceWineTasting

November 8 & 22   7:00 pm

1821 Scugog Street, Port Perry
905-982-1709

1821 Scugog Street, Port Perry
905-982-1709

4 courses, wine with each.
Hosted by Paul Butka LCBO

Call for details. Seating is Limited.

November 8 & 22   7:00 pm

Sunday Brunch Menu

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE
SPECIAL $4995$4995

MOST CARS

SEE US FOR ALL
YOUR DRIVELINE

NEEDS

SEE US FOR ALL
YOUR DRIVELINE

NEEDS

80 VanEdward Dr.
Port Perry Ont. L9L 1G3

905-985-8307



No contest. 
The Haliburton (ON) County Echo 

is by far the best in the class and rivals 
newspapers in much larger markets.

A commitment to excellence from 
the entire staff is what makes the Echo 
the best. Eye-catching advertisements, 
well-written stories, crisp layout, 
terrific colour and fine photography 
make the Echo fun and informative 
for readers in Haliburton County.

When it comes to local news, the 
Yarmouth Vanguard is second to 
none. The inside design is fine, but 
the front page suffers from too many 
coloured screens.

The Nunavut News/North deliv-
ers an impressive overall package in 
two languages. My only criticism is 
the plethora of “execution-at-dawn” 
photographs.

It’s difficult to leave the Yukon 
News out of the top three. It’s a fine 
newspaper, and by far the biggest 
page count of the class–but its weak-
ness is the over-use of stories from 
the New York Times Service.

Front Page: The Haliburton (ON) 

County Echo makes the best use of co-
lour and space highlighted by strong, 
clear headlines. A note to all: Avoid 
acronyms everywhere, especially in 
headlines, unless they are well known 
to the majority of readers.

Editorial Page: Most were deadly-
dull with the layouts more compara-
ble to actual tombstones. Run a poll, a 
streeter, an old photograph, anything 
to break up the dreariness.

Haliburton (ON) County Echo
Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard
Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News North
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Haliburton (ON) County 
Echo
Goderich (ON) Signal-Star
Whitehorse/Yukon 
Territory (YT) Yukon News
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Gander (NL) Beacon
Goderich (ON) Signal-Star
Haliburton (ON) County Echo
Marystown (NL) Southern Gazette
Merritt (BC) News
Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News North
Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands 
Driftwood
Sussex (NB) Kings County Record
Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) Yukon 
News
Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard
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Maple Ave., Haliburton           Phone: 705-457-1550    Fax: 705-457-1520             www.emmersonlumber.com 

with a 
Keep warm stove or

EMMERSON
LUMBER LTD. 

fireplace

I N S I D E

T H I S  W E E K :
TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS
Communities in Action funding would help
define Haliburton village trails

HIGHLAND GAMES
Committee wants to rebound from low ticket
sales by making changes to events

RED HAWKS SEASON
Some teams bow out of playoffs while 
others continue their winning ways

www.haliburtonecho.on.ca
email: info@haliburtonecho.on.ca

Tuesday, October 19,  2004
Vol. 121   No.  43
$1 including GSTH A L I B U R T O N  C O U N T Y

T H E ONTARIO’S BEST
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
CIRCULATION 3,500 - 4,999
2003 OCNA AWARDS

2004 OCNA AWARDS

Hiking through Haliburton
Through rain – and sometimes wet snow – dozens of outdoor enthusiasts tramped through the forests and hills during the weekend’s
Hike Haliburton festival. It was a spectacular way to enjoy autumn in the Highlands. Story and photos on pages 8 and 9.
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Scientists nominate Clear Lake 
as UNESCO World Heritage Site

Making the Clear Lake
Conservation Reserve a World
Heritage Site would provide
additional reason for re-open-
ing the Leslie M. Frost Centre,
say Dr. Alicja M. Zobel and
retired professor Dr. James
Nighswander.

Both internationally-known
scientists have asked the
Director-General of UNESCO’s
World Heritage Centre to con-
sider the Reserve for a World
Heritage Site designation.

The 1,500 hectare area lies
within the Frost Centre’s 37,000
hectares of Crown lands, and is
“recognized internationally for
several unique reasons,” the sci-
entists say.

Canning Lake resident and
Eminent Scholar Emeritus Orie
Loucks, Nighswander and
Zobel, now a Professor of
Lublin, Poland’s Medical
Academy, have studied differ-
ent aspects of the region since
the 1960s.

Their call for the World
Heritage Site nomination pre-
dates the Frost Centre’s closure.
But Loucks says that the argu-
ments supporting this presti-
gious designation have accumu-
lated over the last 40 or so years
and have to do with the fact that
the area is essentially as it was
prior to settlement.

Serious research of the area
began in the early 1960s when
one of Loucks’ students at the
University of Wisconsin wanted
to study an all-aged hemlock

forest that was unaffected by
man, an overabundance of deer,
or forest fire. Though such sites
remain rare, some stands within
the Clear Lake area fit the bill
perfectly.

It was quickly recognized that
they held hemlocks up to 450
years old that were ideal for
core samples. These enabled sci-
entists to learn more about criti-
cal environmental issues such as
global warming and precipita-
tion trends. Now these stands
are one of the key areas in
North America to collect this
sort of data.

At approximately the same
time, Nighswander and Dave
Schindler (now widely acknowl-
edged as one of the best chemi-
cal limnologists in the world)

Parks Canada staff, including
those working on the Trent
Severn Waterway system, have
ended a two-month long strike
on the basis of a tentative agree-
ment with Parks Canada.

There are six Parks Canada
employees working locally to
monitor 40 dams in Haliburton
County and the surrounding
area. The workers had been part
of a rotating strike since August
16. It was the first strike the
workers with the Public Service
Alliance of Canada union had
participated in since 1991.

Iain Cruikshank, the local
strike captain, says the tentative
agreement was struck on
September 12 but no date has
been set yet for the members to
vote on it.

Highlights of the tentative
agreement include annual wage
increases across the board of 2.5
per cent retroactive to August
2003, 2.25 per cent for 2004, 2.4
per cent for 2005 and 2.5 per
cent for 2006. 

One of the sticking points of
negotiations had been a wage
difference between the east and
west zones of Parks Canada.
There will be adjustments from
2.6 per cent to 19 per cent in
salaries to address the differ-
ences noted by a Treasury
Board-PSAC study. 

The union had originally been
looking for a 23 per cent
increase over three years.

Full details about the agree-
ment are not yet available. The
government is still negotiating
with the union with regards to
other branches that have also
been out on strike.

TSW
workers
sign deal
to end
strike
SHERYL LOUCKS
Staff Reporter

STEVE GALEA
Special to The Echo

See Old-growth page 14

Blackcat Lake, which is part of
the reserve, is ‘a natural test
tube’ for scientists.

AYEAR AGO we read in The Echo that a
plaza of 64,000 square feet was planned.
In itself that number meant little.

Elsewhere a centre of that size might be the
smallest in its locale.  Here it was bigger than
all the main street shops put together.  It was
only by seeing the numbers in context that we
began to grasp the extent of the proposal.  That
is true with so many of the activities and insti-
tutions in our Highlands.  Never more so than
with the arts.

Most of us catch a glimpse of
parts of it for we are involved as
professionals, volunteers, partici-
pants, spectators, or any combi-
nation thereof, but few of us ever
see the breadth of activities that
make this region so distinctive.
We periodically read about them
in our newspapers. It’s only when
we begin to put those parts
together, however, that we realize
just what this community has cre-
ated.

The School of the Arts has long
been part of our makeup. Are we
aware, however, of how the musical and dra-
matic arts are burgeoning?  We  have the sum-
mer theatre with its record last year of thirty-
two performances of four plays with sales of
seventy per cent overall and it is growing
every year. That’s summertime and tourists.

It’s the other three seasons that have become
the true testament to the vitality of the arts in
Haliburton.  Through their  participation, resi-
dents are helping to make this into an artistic
Mecca.  We now have at least four concert
bands and five choruses and choirs, separate
from the school and church organizations.
Most astonishing and probably most rare is the
Music Festival -  one man’s dream, Len
Pizzey’s.   Over a number of years it has
expanded into a five-day long event in which
young and old, several hundreds of them, per-
form before adjudicators. A final recital, which
last year was more than sold out, will this year
expand to two recitals on separate days. That
says everything about the success of this ven-

ture.  What an excellent indicator of the artistic
vitality of this region!

There is, however, one more facet, the degree
to which this community beckons the artistry
of well-known national talents, usually only
found in metropolitan areas.  A music concert
series  has been bringing outstanding artists
three or four times a year to Haliburton. It is
still functioning and even gaining adherents
each year.  The series sold out at the Northern
Lights Pavilion two years ago and is close to
that goal weeks before the series begins this

year.  According to comments
made at a recent Ontario Contact
Conference of like-minded com-
munities, we are now a rarity!
Few other communities have
been able to sustain a classical
series and we are growing.  What
a tribute to the arts in the
Highlands!

A second facet is slowly creep-
ing up on us.  This one  may one
day put us on a world tourist
map.  It’s a walk in the woods; in
particular a stroll through Glebe

Park where sculptures of great variety by
renowned sculptors present works that include
a wire moose,  a stone totem,  tiny, frolicking
figures on a massive rock, a huge waving frond
that pop out at us at unexpected moments.  It
began from one woman’s dream, like the festi-
val.  Barb Bolin had been in Ginsdale, England
and walked in the woods and saw the results
of years of work by the dreamers and doers.
This Ginsdale Forest has become a major
tourist attraction, has produced a wonderful
book, and even has a continual artist-in-resi-
dence program. Haliburton’s ‘Walk in the
Woods’ has far to go but, if the festival could
defy the odds so can this dream.

If one put all the clippings from our local
papers about individuals and events in the arts
that they have profiled over the past twenty or
so years, it would be necessary, perhaps, to
make several volumes.  What an enriching
place in which to reside!
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THE DYNAMICS OF SATURDAY’S SELECTION of
the first candidate for the new Conservative Party
of Canada were fascinating. Barry Devolin was

supported by his childhood chum, Chris Hodgson, the
riding’s former MPP. Jamie Schmale is married to
Hodgson’s former assistant, Julia Bryant. David
Scrymgeour had the backing of Hodgson’s replacement
at Queen’s Park, Laurie Scott, who had won her bid as
MPP with Scrymgeour’s help. Dan Cornell, who was the
Alliance candidate before the Alliance united with the
Progressive Conservatives to become the Conservatives,
had the organizational abilities of his former party
behind him. James Blair is a relative outsider with few
formal ties to party machinations.

Hodgson’s support clearly made a difference for
Devolin and will certainly make local Conservatives
hopeful that they can oust Liberal MP John O’Reilly in

the next federal election.
Hodgson, with the help of
his brother Andrew, who is
known for his behind-the-
scenes political savvy, was
able to rise from Haliburton
obscurity and become one

of the most powerful cabinet ministers in the Mike
Harris government. With the Hodgson team behind him,
Devolin is set to give O’Reilly a strong challenge.

The federal election will be fascinating. On the
Conservatives’ side is a united front and the hope that
voters on the right will no longer be split between PCs
and Alliance. On the Liberals’ side is a new Prime
Minister, Paul Martin, who despite the sponsorship scan-
dal, is still personally popular. On the downside for the
Conservatives, the new party may alienate those Tories
who were left-of-centre on social issues; for the Liberals,
the scandals of the former government were still Liberal
scandals. For many voters, deciding who’s going to get
their vote will likely become a matter of strategy, not
conviction. The fun is just beginning.

When reporters become the news
The news became much too personal for the people

attending the Ontario Community Newspaper
Association’s awards gala at Toronto’s Inn on the Park
on Saturday night. Accustomed as they are to filling
newspapers with tragic tales of car accidents, fires and
senseless death, they were stunned into collective silence
when one of their own collapsed suddenly and died. It
was news that broke their hearts.

Stephen Shaw was at the top of his game. After leaving
the Haliburton County Echo in 1994, he found his niche,
both personally and professionally, in Oshawa-Whitby.
Not only did he establish himself as the best crime
reporter in the district, but the proximity between work
and home allowed him to spend as much time as possi-
ble with his family, which was deeply important to him.

Stephen is the third former Echo reporter to have died
at a tragically young age. Linda Shutt was 44 when she
was killed in a car accident; Nancy Kuzmich had just
turned 40 when she died of brain cancer; Stephen, at 34,
had just been crowned the OCNA’s Reporter of the Year
for the second year in a row when he died.

Each passing is a reminder of the fragility of life and
the arbitrary nature of death. Their deaths make us more
sensitive, as journalists, to the impact of our words.
When we become part of the news we realize just how
horrible it really is.

Everyone at The Echo would like to extend their sincere
condolences to Stephen’s family, and to his family of co-
workers at Oshawa-Whitby This Week. Their heartache is
unfathomable and we wish them strength and
endurance in the days ahead.

The Echo’s view of Monday’s world                Photo by Darren Lum
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TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS
Communities in Action funding would help
define Haliburton village trails

HIGHLAND GAMES
Committee wants to rebound from low ticket
sales by making changes to events

RED HAWKS SEASON
Some teams bow out of playoffs while 
others continue their winning ways
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Hiking through Haliburton
Through rain – and sometimes wet snow – dozens of outdoor enthusiasts tramped through the forests and hills during the weekend’s
Hike Haliburton festival. It was a spectacular way to enjoy autumn in the Highlands. Story and photos on pages 8 and 9.
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Scientists nominate Clear Lake 
as UNESCO World Heritage Site

Making the Clear Lake
Conservation Reserve a World
Heritage Site would provide
additional reason for re-open-
ing the Leslie M. Frost Centre,
say Dr. Alicja M. Zobel and
retired professor Dr. James
Nighswander.

Both internationally-known
scientists have asked the
Director-General of UNESCO’s
World Heritage Centre to con-
sider the Reserve for a World
Heritage Site designation.

The 1,500 hectare area lies
within the Frost Centre’s 37,000
hectares of Crown lands, and is
“recognized internationally for
several unique reasons,” the sci-
entists say.

Canning Lake resident and
Eminent Scholar Emeritus Orie
Loucks, Nighswander and
Zobel, now a Professor of
Lublin, Poland’s Medical
Academy, have studied differ-
ent aspects of the region since
the 1960s.

Their call for the World
Heritage Site nomination pre-
dates the Frost Centre’s closure.
But Loucks says that the argu-
ments supporting this presti-
gious designation have accumu-
lated over the last 40 or so years
and have to do with the fact that
the area is essentially as it was
prior to settlement.

Serious research of the area
began in the early 1960s when
one of Loucks’ students at the
University of Wisconsin wanted
to study an all-aged hemlock

forest that was unaffected by
man, an overabundance of deer,
or forest fire. Though such sites
remain rare, some stands within
the Clear Lake area fit the bill
perfectly.

It was quickly recognized that
they held hemlocks up to 450
years old that were ideal for
core samples. These enabled sci-
entists to learn more about criti-
cal environmental issues such as
global warming and precipita-
tion trends. Now these stands
are one of the key areas in
North America to collect this
sort of data.

At approximately the same
time, Nighswander and Dave
Schindler (now widely acknowl-
edged as one of the best chemi-
cal limnologists in the world)

Parks Canada staff, including
those working on the Trent
Severn Waterway system, have
ended a two-month long strike
on the basis of a tentative agree-
ment with Parks Canada.

There are six Parks Canada
employees working locally to
monitor 40 dams in Haliburton
County and the surrounding
area. The workers had been part
of a rotating strike since August
16. It was the first strike the
workers with the Public Service
Alliance of Canada union had
participated in since 1991.

Iain Cruikshank, the local
strike captain, says the tentative
agreement was struck on
September 12 but no date has
been set yet for the members to
vote on it.

Highlights of the tentative
agreement include annual wage
increases across the board of 2.5
per cent retroactive to August
2003, 2.25 per cent for 2004, 2.4
per cent for 2005 and 2.5 per
cent for 2006. 

One of the sticking points of
negotiations had been a wage
difference between the east and
west zones of Parks Canada.
There will be adjustments from
2.6 per cent to 19 per cent in
salaries to address the differ-
ences noted by a Treasury
Board-PSAC study. 

The union had originally been
looking for a 23 per cent
increase over three years.

Full details about the agree-
ment are not yet available. The
government is still negotiating
with the union with regards to
other branches that have also
been out on strike.

TSW
workers
sign deal
to end
strike
SHERYL LOUCKS
Staff Reporter

STEVE GALEA
Special to The Echo

See Old-growth page 14

Blackcat Lake, which is part of
the reserve, is ‘a natural test
tube’ for scientists.



It was inspiring to see the great 
work being done at papers in this cat-
egory. What was particularly striking 
was reading newspapers with small 
editorial teams that filled the paper 
so well each week. These contrasted 
with other papers in the class that had 
larger staff and, in some cases, bright 
paper and lots of colour.

Editors and reporters at some of 
the smaller papers deserve praise for 
covering their communities so consis-
tently and so thoroughly with such 
limited resources. And the bigger 
papers could give some big-city com-
munity papers a run for their money.

Although the content was general-
ly strong, many papers suffered from 
a dated design or poor layout. Some 
tried to crowd too much on the page, 
or did not choose a main element or 
story to anchor the page. Some papers 
sacrificed prime page 3 or 5 space 
for turns or unimportant “filler” type 
stories.

That said, some papers stood out 
above the crowd.

The Whistler (BC) Question took 
top honours for excellence because it 

provided the whole package. Every-
thing from strong community news 
and editorial comment to a fun, 
flashy, clean design that was easy 
to read and no doubt, reflective of 
the community it serves. Separate 
sections dedicated to sports and arts 
and entertainment, with exceptional 
photography, helped put the Question 
firmly above the crowd.

The second place finisher, the 
Canmore (AB) Leader, was filled with 
colour photos on high-quality paper 
inside and out.

Besides providing the whole pack-
age, this paper excelled by keeping 
things simple, with only one or two 
stories per page and effective use of 
white space.

The Stouffville (ON) Sun-Tribune 
had a stylish, clean design and a 
knockout page 3. It included lots of 
faces, using a streeter, a short feature, 
briefs and a quote of the week—all 
without looking crowded or busy.

Whistler (BC) Question
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Stouffville (ON) Sun/Tribune 
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New resort marketing strategy
focuses on attracting more visitors
from B.C., Washington
David BURKE
dburke@whistlerquestion.com

Randy Phelan hates to be pessimistic, but he
likens what he sees as the current economic situa-
tion faced by many Whistler businesses to the immi-
nent fall of the Roman Empire.

The culprit? Call it what you like, says Phelan,
who has owned Whistler Music for the past 15 years:
Overpricing. Gouging. Greed.

“I’ve heard the word ‘gouging’ over and over
again,” Phelan said, referring to the price of things in
Whistler — including hotel rooms, lift tickets and
other items.

“The greed has to leave. We’re looking at the
downfall of the Roman Empire here. We’ve just
priced ourselves out of existence as far as value for
money and stuff. We’re not seeing the net effect of
those prices, but we’re seeing the fallout from it.

“If nothing happens right now, you’re going to see
a lot of brown paper across windows in the spring.” 

In the past week, Tourism Whistler launched a
promotional campaign in the Lower Mainland and
Washington state called “Reconnect with Whistler,”
including hotel rooms for as little as $89 Cdn ($69
U.S.), with no minimum-night stay.

Three seasons ago, that would have been un-
heard of at the peak of ski season, Phelan said. 
So would the number of “sale” signs in the windows
retailers.

Phelan said many of his fellow retailers are 
hesitant to talk about it, but said many are just
getting by.

“I walk around the Village and I look for people
carrying (shopping) bags and you’re not seeing
many of those,” he said. “You’ve got to make your
money now to pay your rent for May and June. As
much as we claim to be a four-season resort, we’re
really only going for six months of the year.

“A lot of people just don’t want you to know how

they’re doing. I’m not doing badly now, but I can’t say
that I’ll be able to afford the rent come the slow sea-
son, because we’re just getting by now.”

While room-night figures for January were unavail-
able by press time, the numbers that are available sug-

gest that business is down, at least a bit. In December,
for example, the number of room nights was down by
4 per cent as compared to 2002, when the snow wasn’t
nearly as good as it was this past December.
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Randy Phelan at his Whistler Music shop in Sundial Place: “I’m not doing badly now, but
can’t say that I’ll be able to afford the rent come the slow season.”
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by Glenn Rodgers

Times are certainly tough
these days if you happen to
be a person of a gastronom-

ically inclined nature. Personally
and unfortunately, I am a true-
blooded chow hound of the Scoo-
by-Doo variety.

You would not suspect this to
look at me, though, but my me-
tabolism of late has decided to fi-
nally rebel against me and I am
now beginning to get that certain
pear shape that I used to ridicule
in my elders when I was younger
and less sedentary. 

So, right there, as most doctors
and nutritionists will tell you, I
know I have to give up junk food.
That’s a lot of things to immedi-
ately cross off below me on the
food chain. Twinkies and Big
Macs and Coke — Oh my!

But that’s O.K., because surely
there are still a lot of healthy
things left for me to satisfy my
gluttonous urges. Apparently the
list is getting a tad thin, according
to recent news reports.

The popular fad diets around
today suggest that eating low-
carb is the way to go. That has
something to do with carbs be-
coming sugar in your body. The
Atkins diet in particular has you
cutting out fruit as well in the first
stages of the program. OK, so now
let’s cross out breads, potatoes,
rice, pasta and fruit off our list of
acceptable foods. Well, I am a car-
nivore at heart, so all is not lost,
right?

I love steak. Boy, do I love
steak. Any cut — fried, barbe-
cued, in a sandwich… whatever,
as long as it’s rare. But, ever since
one cow out of all the other cows
in the country got Mad Cow, sud-
denly red meat isn’t supposed to
be so palatable.

OK, no need to panic… there
is still lots to eat out there… like,
like, chicken. 

Avian flu? Ah. Well, then
maybe we’ll take a little break
away from that as well until the
news says it’s all right.

Well, luckily, I happen to love
seafood, too, and in beautiful B.C.
we are fortunate to have all this
salmon to eat. Of course, it has to
be wild salmon because recent re-
ports say the farmed variety may
pose health risks. But today I also
heard a story about ships dis-
charging their fecal waste all
around the B.C. coast, making
people who ate raw oysters sick.
So maybe to be really, really safe,
we’ll shy away from any of the

farmed or wild salmon or seafood
for a while.

Pork? Well, after that Babe
movie about the cute, talking pig,
I just can’t do it, so that’s off the
list, too.

Hmmm, the only things left
here on the list are vegetables.
Veggies are good. I could eat a
bunch of… genetically modified
organisms? OK, so there’s a little
fish DNA in my apple, so what?
FINE… have it your way. Off the
list.

But, getting really fresh vegeta-
bles, organically grown and all, is
really expensive and not always
easy to accomplish. Hmmmm.

Looking back on my now com-
pletely crossed-out, list, I can see I
have only two real choices. I can
either stop listening to the media,
eat right and exercise, or I can
limit my diet to non-smoking,
free-range vegetarians and those
little Styrofoam packing peanuts.

Forget it. I’m headed to the
Golden Arches. Bon appetit.

When life offers you lemons, make
lemonade.

While we’re loathe to call any of those
who fuel Whistler’s resort business lemons —
except for a scant few bad apples, they’re all
gems — the old adage is an apt description of
what Whistler has been doing this season in re-
sponse to a downturn in wintertime visitors,
particularly those coming from the U.S.

The lower-than-expected wintertime visitor
numbers are certainly cause for concern, dis-
cussion, re-evaluation and redeployment of re-
sources.  Tourism Whistler (TW) and its partners
have obviously been doing all of that in the past
couple of months, culminating in the “Recon-
nect With Whistler” ad campaign which has
blanketed B.C. and the U.S. Pacific Northwest in
the past couple of weeks.

For some locally owned businesses such as
those referred to by Whistler Music owner Randy
Phelan (see article on page A1), the immediate
impact of a softer-than-expected ski season ob-
viously has been difficult to swallow. Witness the
number of “sale” signs in storefront windows
around the Village, in the prime part of the
ski/snowboard season, for evidence that some-
thing is happening out there. We would be sur-
prised if the second consecutive sub-par winter
(the post-9/11 winter of 2001-’02 was down just
2 per cent, thanks in part to some keen market-
ing by the good folks at TW) didn’t hurt some
more than just a little. With worries about rapid-
ly escalating lease rates in the run-up to the 2010
Olympics, local business owners, not to men-
tion their landlords, have a lot to think about as
the slower spring months approach.

But now is hardly the time to push the panic
button.

In Wednesday’s Vancouver Sun, Don Jarvis,
Intrawest’s executive vice-president, was quoted
as having said as much while discussing the de-
cline in U.S. visitors at the company’s North
American resorts this season. Overall, skier visits
were down by 11 per cent at Intrawest resorts
continent-wide, the company reported.

“It’s something we’re reacting to but I would-
n’t characterize it as a long-term concern,” Jarvis
said. “Whistler is a very strong resort and you’ll
have periods of time when you have weaknesses
and periods of time when it’s going gangbusters.”

That’s not to say there isn’t lots of work to be
done. Change is a good thing, and it seems to us
that resort officials are doing a lot to try to turn
the ship around so that when Americans decide
to start traveling again, Whistler will be one of
the first destinations on their agendas.

And Phelan may have a point: Other tourism
destinations of all sorts have suffered in the past
from a perception among some that they’re over-
priced. It’s important in that situation to respond
with pricing that debunks the myth, which is
precisely what Tourism Whistler is doing now.

Hey, Whistler has a lot going for it. Other ski
resorts, after all, don’t have as much of a region-
al market — Vancouver, Seattle, etc. — to fall
back on when times get tough. And the snow
here is still as fabulous as ever.

No time
to panic

opinion
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New resort marketing strategy
focuses on attracting more visitors
from B.C., Washington
David BURKE
dburke@whistlerquestion.com

Randy Phelan hates to be pessimistic, but he
likens what he sees as the current economic situa-
tion faced by many Whistler businesses to the immi-
nent fall of the Roman Empire.

The culprit? Call it what you like, says Phelan,
who has owned Whistler Music for the past 15 years:
Overpricing. Gouging. Greed.

“I’ve heard the word ‘gouging’ over and over
again,” Phelan said, referring to the price of things in
Whistler — including hotel rooms, lift tickets and
other items.

“The greed has to leave. We’re looking at the
downfall of the Roman Empire here. We’ve just
priced ourselves out of existence as far as value for
money and stuff. We’re not seeing the net effect of
those prices, but we’re seeing the fallout from it.

“If nothing happens right now, you’re going to see
a lot of brown paper across windows in the spring.” 

In the past week, Tourism Whistler launched a
promotional campaign in the Lower Mainland and
Washington state called “Reconnect with Whistler,”
including hotel rooms for as little as $89 Cdn ($69
U.S.), with no minimum-night stay.

Three seasons ago, that would have been un-
heard of at the peak of ski season, Phelan said. 
So would the number of “sale” signs in the windows
retailers.

Phelan said many of his fellow retailers are 
hesitant to talk about it, but said many are just
getting by.

“I walk around the Village and I look for people
carrying (shopping) bags and you’re not seeing
many of those,” he said. “You’ve got to make your
money now to pay your rent for May and June. As
much as we claim to be a four-season resort, we’re
really only going for six months of the year.

“A lot of people just don’t want you to know how

they’re doing. I’m not doing badly now, but I can’t say
that I’ll be able to afford the rent come the slow sea-
son, because we’re just getting by now.”

While room-night figures for January were unavail-
able by press time, the numbers that are available sug-

gest that business is down, at least a bit. In December,
for example, the number of room nights was down by
4 per cent as compared to 2002, when the snow wasn’t
nearly as good as it was this past December.
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Randy Phelan at his Whistler Music shop in Sundial Place: “I’m not doing badly now, but
can’t say that I’ll be able to afford the rent come the slow season.”
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Best all-round newspaper in this 
category was a difficult choice. There 
were five newspapers in close compe-
tition for the top three spots.

The determining factor for the 
Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 
was a consistent flow for the reader 
through the newspaper sections. 
General news, arts and sport pages 
were well identified and made it easy 
for the reader to interact. In addition, 
the advertising layout allowed the ads 
and editorial content to work together 
rather than competitively.

The Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) 
Record showed many of these same 
traits; however, the content, particu-
larly on the front page, was not as 
compelling.

The Record, from New Westmin-
ster, BC, although presented in a sin-
gle section, followed the same prin-
ciple of well-presented section fronts, 
which invited me to read more. The 
nameplate on the front page was, for 
me, a bit overbearing and difficult to 
read some of the type.

Editorial pages of the three win-
ners contained all of the following 
elements: 1) Strong local editorials, or 

editorials which localized a provin-
cial or federal issue, 2) Many voices, 
through use of opposing columnists 
or additional reader input and 3) Lots 
of space dedicated to readers for their 
feedback. The editorial page gives 
you an opportunity to speak out, and 
readers the opportunity to answer. 
Give them the space to do so.

Front pages were a bit disappoint-
ing this year. I did not see strong 
photography in most, with many set-
up shots taken with little imagination. 
Those selected had good organization 
of the front page elements, which 
made it easy for me to interact and 
find my way inside the paper.

Some general suggestions for 
newspapers in this category to im-
prove are: Organize your paper so a 
reader can navigate easily through 
the product. Ask yourself about page 
labels—some screamed from the page 
head, taking up valuable space, while 
others were so nondescript as to be 
missed. Better editing of stories to 
remove redundant paragraphs would 
give more space to cover more stories. 
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New Westminster (BC) Record

1.
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3.
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WOMEN’S DAY: Singer/songwriter Lyoness got the crowd crooning along during the International Women’s
Day celebration at Roberts Creek Hall March 8.

Sunshine Coast RCMP
are investigating another
armed robbery, the third on
the Coast in the past two
and a half months.

On Monday, just after 8
p.m., a lone male entered the
Family Mart convenience
store located at 5530 Wharf
Avenue in Sechelt.

Police said the man, who
was Caucasian and appeared
to be in his late teens or
early 20s, was carrying a
baseball bat.

The suspect was wearing a
dark toque, a bandanna over
his face, track pants, a check-
ered mac shirt and runners.

“The male smashed the
glass display on the counter
and yelled for the clerk to
back away,” said Const. Jason
Bouwman. “The male then
took money from the cash
register and left the store.”

Bouwman said no one was
injured during the robbery.

Police recovered the
track pants, shirt, a purple
sweatshirt and the baseball
bat in the bushes near an
alley at the rear of the store.

He said police are follow-
ing a number of leads and
have identified a possible
suspect. As of press time, no
arrests had been made.

Monday’s robbery is the
third incident on the Coast
in the past few months.

On Feb. 22, two men are
said to have committed an
armed robbery at the Mason
Road Store (formerly the
Corner Cupboard) in Sechelt.

Approximately $500 was
taken from the store. 

The third robbery took
place in early January in
Gibsons.

In that case, two Caucasian
men, believed to be in their
teens, walked into the
Blackfish Cold Beer and Wine
store, took several bottles of
hard liquor and fled  on foot.

Police are still investigat-
ing all three cases.

SECHELT

Robbery
suspect
sought
IAN JACQUES
EDITOR

Charges are pending
against several suspects fol-
lowing three major drug raids
by Sunshine Coast RCMP.

After a month-long inves-
tigation into marijuana
grow operations, the RCMP
Street Crew executed a
search warrant on a Pebble
Crescent home in Sechelt on
Thursday, March 4.

Police found more than
200 marijuana plants in var-

ious stages of growth, equip-
ment for growing marijuana
and a large 13-shelf drying
rack with marijuana bud
drying on it.

The marijuana grow
operation was located in a
residential area.

Const. Andy Cook said
two adult males were arrest-
ed at the scene and will
appear in Sechelt provincial
court on May 25. 

The pair of suspects are
facing charges of production
of marijuana and possession
of marijuana for the purpose
of trafficking.

The Street Crew served
another search warrant this

week at a home on
Cochrane Road in Gibsons.

Police located more than
175 marijuana plants in var-
ious stages of growth, equip-
ment for growing marijuana
and a significant amount of
dried marijuana bud.

“The marijuana grow
operation, which was locat-
ed in a residential area, was
fairly sophisticated,” Cook
said. “Three rooms in the
residence were being used
for growing marijuana, with
two of the grow rooms hav-
ing concealed doors.”

Cook said two adult
males and two adult females
were arrested at the scene

and will make an appear-
ance in court on May 18.
The suspects will face
charges of production of
marijuana and possession of
marijuana for the purpose of
trafficking.

In the third bust, a large
marijuana drying and trim-
ming operation was discov-
ered late last month by the
Street Crew after police
made an arrest at a home on
Heritage Road in Sechelt.

Police were alerted to the
grow operation after a
strong odour of marijuana
was detected in the air.

RCMP

Police bust three marijuana operations
IAN JACQUES
EDITOR

� Street crew
cracking down

See Police page A3

Unlike Satellite TV, with Cable you can watch your favourite shows on every TV without having to buy
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No-shows at forum
Absences hinder IDEA’s
transportation meeting 3

Off to Africa
Credit union executive
lends his expertise 14

Halloween haunts
PumpkinFest tops
list of activities 25

Big victory
Ice Hawks roll past 
PIJHL champions 30
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SPCA loses municipal contract
After several years of serving

Delta, the SPCA has lost the bid
to handle the area’s animal shelter
services to the newly-formed
Delta Humane Society.

Behind closed doors this week,
Delta council agreed to award
three one-year contracts to the
humane society, a collection of
locally-based professionals and
volunteers with a hand in the ani-
mal industry.

The SPCA contract ends Dec.
31 of this year; the Delta Humane
Society will take over the next
day. For the first year at least, it
will operate out of the same civic
building on 80th Street the SPCA
has occupied.

Only two groups submitted pro-
posals.

“We love that community and
we want to be in that community
and it’s unfortunate that the deci-
sion seems to be based on one
dog that was a danger to the com-
munity,” said SPCA spokesperson

Lorie Chortyk.
The planned euthanasia this

spring of Cheech, a dog SPCA
temperament testing showed to be
aggressive, caused an uproar. The
decision prompted some SPCA
personnel to spirit the dog away to
an unknown location where it
remains to this day.

“A lot of times groups mean
well and a lot of times they don’t
understand the complexity and
they don’t know the reality it
(running a shelter) presents,” said
Chortyk. “A lot of times they are

dealing with dangerous dogs and
they don’t know how to handle
the situation.”

The Delta Humane Society has
appointed local dog trainer Amber
Cottle as executive director. She
admits there will be challenges,
especially in the first year, but
said a solid group of paid staff
and volunteers has been assem-
bled. As many as six people will
be on the payroll.

“We’re there to help the com-
munity; that’s the issue we have,”
said Cottle, who has worked with

the SPCA and with Cheech. “We
have some lofty goals, but we
have a lot of help and a lot of vol-
unteers. And where volunteers
don’t have the knowledge, we
have trained professionals.”

Among the items on the group’s
priority list is education programs
that reach all ages, a free spay-
ing/neutering program one day a
month for low income owners, a
Companion Pet Program for qual-
ifying seniors, spaying/neutering

Civic politicians opt to go with upstart Delta Humane Society, which will take over effective Jan. 1, 2005

Bikers hope
politicians
don’t tear
down park

Some Boundary Bay youths
hope their latest unauthorized
bicycle park becomes a perma-
nent fixture.

“We built it to stay, put it that
way,” said Rob Van Poelgeest of
the group’s most recent project,
one that has caught the attention
of Delta staff.

The matter was discussed at
Thursday’s parks and recreation
commission meeting. A recom-
mendation to keep the structure
could go before Delta council in
the coming weeks.

That recommendation is likely
to include the provision for a pub-
lic meeting.

For the time being, civic crews
won’t be brought in to dismantle
the network of ladder bridges,
teeter-totters and drops, said Jim
Levin, Delta’s manager of parks
development and operations.PHOTO BY JULIE IVERSON

Rob Van Poelgeest (centre) and friends Tyler Worsnop (left) and David Lewis have built a network of bike ladders and jumps on civic property in Boundary Bay.
They are hoping municipal hall will allow the structure to stay.

BY BART CUMMINS
bcummins@delta-optimist.com

See SPCA page 3

See BIKES page 3

BY BART CUMMINS
bcummins@delta-optimist.com



The cream rose to the top easily in 
this category. If papers in this class are 
looking to improve, they should turn 
their attention to the B.C. papers, 
many of which had very high rat-
ings. Areas for improvement include 
the use of too many posed, boring 
photos, far too many ads on front 
pages, crowded editorial pages and 
extremely limited and disappointing 
sports coverage in many entries.

All Round: The clear winner was 
the St. Albert (AB) Gazette. Right 
from the top, it had a classy and 
inviting presentation that drew the 
reader inside. There was a wide range 
of coverage in all categories including 
news, sports, arts, business, and fea-
tures and the writing was solid all the 
way through. Ads were attractive and 
didn’t overcrowd the pages. Other pa-
pers might have done individual ele-
ments better, but this was the sharpest 
overall package. 

The Abbotsford (BC) Times obvi-
ously has a staff committed to getting 
the job done and making their paper 
look great each week. Excellent, well-

developed stories, just not quite as 
deep overall as the Gazette.

The Kelowna (BC) Capital News 
also has wonderful presentation and 
fat sections filled with good writing, 
but it just wasn’t as hard-hitting as the 
other two. 

Front page: The Richmond (BC) 
News simply stood out from the pack 
with a clean, interesting design and 
graphic layout that made you want 
to read it. You would stop and turn if 
you saw this at the newsstand. 

Editorial Page: The Guelph (ON) 
Tribune had a very attractive easy-to-
read design that was a far cry from 
many of the jam-packed offerings in 
this category. Nice writing and the 
coverage of local issues from local 
staff were much appreciated. Many 
papers simply borrowed editorial ma-
terial from sister papers or relied on 
syndicated copy too heavily, and this 
cost you. It’s a temptation, especially 
on a tight deadline, but few things 
pay off more than taking a stand, even 
an unpopular one, on issues of local 
interest.

St. Albert (AB) Gazette
Abbotsford (BC) Times
Kelowna (BC) Capital News

1.
2.
3.
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Guelph (ON) Tribune
Kelowna (BC) Capital 
News
Abbotsford (BC) Times

1.
2.

3.

BEST ALL ROUND NEWSPAPER

BEST FRONT PAGEBEST EDITORIAL PAGE

BLUE RIBBONSRichmond (BC) News
Abbotsford (BC) Times
Surrey/North Delta (BC) 
Leader

1.
2.
3. Abbotsford (BC) 

News
Abbotsford (BC) 
Times
Burlington (ON) Post
Burnaby/New 
Westminster (BC) 
News Leader
Chilliwack (BC) 
Progress
Chilliwack (BC) Times
Coquitlam (BC) Tri 
City News
Guelph (ON) Tribune
Kelowna (BC) Capital 
News
Maple Ridge-Pitt 
Meadows (BC) News
Nanaimo (BC) News 
Bulletin

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

Niagara (ON) This 
Week
North Vancouver/
West Vancouver (BC) 
North Shore News
Oshawa (ON) This 
Week
Richmond (BC) News
St. Albert (AB) 
Gazette
Surrey/North Delta 
(BC) Leader
Surrey/North Delta/
White Rock (BC) 
The Now Regional 
Newspaper
Whitby (ON) This 
Week
White Rock/South 
Surrey (BC) Peace 
Arch News

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
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This was an extremely difficult cat-
egory to judge, mostly because of the 
quality of the entries. A few entries, 
unfortunately, were feature stories 
about issues of local interest. But by 
and large, the entries feature a lot of 
high quality, in-depth reporting, both 
on breaking news and on issues of 
ongoing impact.

The Abbotsford (BC) News’ Trudy 
Beyak set herself apart from the 
crowd by capturing not only the “of-
ficial” response to the Fraser Valley’s 
avian flu crisis but also the human 
side. Faced with bureaucratic ob-
stacles, she spent a great deal of time 
winning the trust of local farmer 
and gave her readers the full story of 
slaughter of 19 million birds. Well 
done!

Second place finisher Craig Mac-
Bride of the Oakville (ON) Beaver 
tells the story of the search for a 
missing 46-year-old autistic man. The 
search ends with the tragic discov-
ery of the man’s body near the group 
home where he lived for the past 24 
years. MacBride then follows up by 
reporting on the homes’ bureaucratic 

situation, including efforts by the 
Ministry of Social Services to correct 
perceived deficiencies in the service 
provided by the facility.

The staff of the Barrie (ON) 
Advance went the extra mile to give 
readers the inside story of Canada’s 
largest indoor marijuana grow opera-
tion and its discovery by authorities. 
The well-written lead story makes 
readers feel as though they’re walking 
though the cavernous former Molson 
brewing facility.

Sundre (AB) Round Up editor Dan 
Singleton’s story about a tragic mur-
der-suicide in his small community 
was thorough and well done. Rather 
than doing a bland recounting of the 
events, he leads with a great angle—
the fact that the killer’s estranged wife 
had asked the Crown to withdraw 
charges of uttering threats against her 
husband 10 days before—which raises 
plenty of questions. Singleton worked 
hard on his story and it shows. He 
asked a lot of questions and inter-
viewed many people.

While some reporters were talking 
about rumours, Paul MacNeill of the 
Eastern Graphic reminds us why it is 
important to question them. MacNeill 
heard a rumour that CBC had called 
police about a cabinet minister they 
thought was too impaired to drive. 
Nobody touched the story, so Mac-
Neill called up the cabinet minister in 
question and provided his paper with 
an entertaining scoop.

Third place goes to The Record in 
Sherbrooke, QC, for its story of a Bloc 
Quebécois MP who refused to pro-
vide Canadian flags to local veterans. 

Nice scoop by Claudia Villemaire. It’s 
the kind of story that makes a reader’s 
blood boil, and transcends the fact 
the story could have been edited bet-
ter. Rita Legault’s accompanying story 
had interviews with other Bloc MPs 
who do supply flags.

Overall, I was impressed by the 
hard work, dedication and thorough-
ness by reporters in this class, who 
often may be the only person in the 
newsroom. They serve their com-
munities well. I also concur with last 
year’s judge, who noted, “Sending in 
months’ worth of follow-up stories on 
an issue does not constitute a news 
story (emphasis on singular).”

BEST NEWS STORY

Sponsored by Metroland Printing, 
Publishing & Distributing Ltd., 
Mississauga, Ont.

Dan Singleton, Sundre (AB) Round Up 
Paul MacNeill, Montague (PE) Eastern 
Graphic 
Claudia Villemaire & Rita Legault, 
Sherbrooke (QC) The Record 

1.
2.

3.

CLASS 2011

STEPHEN SHAW AWARD

BEST NEWS STORY CLASS 2012
Circulation 10,000 and over

Briefly
MP Thompson wins big

Third term Wild Rose
Conservative MP Myron
Thompson soundly defeated
one challenger to garner the
party’s nomination in the rid-
ing on Saturday. Thompson
took 656 votes to challenger
Larry Steier’s 199 at the nomi-
nation vote in Crossfield. For
more, see Page 13.

New CAO for Sundre
Sundre town council has

okayed a new CAO for the
municipality. Richard Kutt
will take over the position,
currently held by interim CAO
John Maddison, on March 22.
Kutt has more than 20 years
experience in municipal
administration with the most
recent position being secretary
treasurer for the Town of
Stettler. Previously he was
CAO of the Village of Alix and
the Town of Granum. Long-
time Sundre CAO Harvey
Doering, who held the position
for almost 30 years, passed
away New Year’s Day.

Habitat house
for Sundre

Sundre town council has
requested Habitat for
Humanity officials make a
presentation to council regard-
ing a proposal to build a house
in town. Councillor Irene
Pedersen said the charity home
building organization wants to
construct a house in Sundre
and is asking the municipality
to donate a town lot for the
project. For more, see Page 12.

by Dan Singleton
Round Up staff

ASundre woman wound-
ed in a murder-suicide
just outside town on

Friday night had 10 days earlier
asked Crown prosecutors to with-
draw charges of uttering threats
against the shooter, her estranged
husband, said Crown prosecutor
Danny Elliott.

Nicolette Doyle sent an email
to the Crown on Feb. 17 asking
that two charges pending against
her estranged husband Darcy
Doyle be withdrawn and he be

asked to enter into a peace bond,
essentially a promise to remain in
good behavior, Elliott said
Monday.

In the email, Nicolette said nei-
ther she nor victim Richard
Ratcliff had any fear that Doye
would carry out threats to kill
them.

Doyle was scheduled to appear
in Didsbury provincial court on
March 1. Elliott said he was pre-
pared to withdraw the charges at
that time.

“Sadly he carried out his
threats,” Elliott told Judge Sherry
Van de Veen.

Sundre RCMP say Darcy
Doyle, 40, broke into a rural resi-
dence two kilometres east of
Sundre at about 10:30 p.m. Friday,
produced a 12-gauge shotgun and
shot and killed  Ratcliff, 40.

Doyle then chased his
estranged wife Nicolette Doyle
into the yard and shot her in the
chest. The woman used a cordless
phone to phone 911 after she had
been hit. 

Darcy Doyle then returned to
the home and shot himself to
death.

A relative of Nicolette came to
the residence before emergency

personnel arrived and took her to
hospital.

Nicolette Doyle remains in
Calgary’s Foothills Hospital in
serious but stable condition with
multiple wounds. She underwent
surgery on Saturday.

Nicolette’s two children were
not at the residence during the
shootings.

Police say the shootings took
place after Darcy Doyle left his
residence at about 10 p.m., leaving
the children in the care of a
babysitter, an unnamed relative.

continued on page 2

Murder-suicide shocks Sundre
PROHIBITED FIREARM USED

Police press conference - Sundre RCMP Sgt. Jay Arsenault, left, Red Deer RCMP Const. Ralph Cervi, and Sundre RCMP
Cpl. Rob Lidgett discuss the shooting deaths of two men in Sundre on Friday night.

– Round Up photo by Dan Singleton
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Trudy Beyak, Abbotsford (BC) News 
Craig MacBride, Oakville (ON) Beaver 
Bruce Hain & Tracy McLaughlin, Barrie 
(ON) Advance 
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Rock fans converge
on Ag-Rec Centre
The B.C. Gem and
Mineral Show took
place in Abbotsford on
the weekend.

C3

Unstoppable Abby
has one win to go
On the verge of the
provincial final,
first division team
in semis Saturday.

B1

UCFV students face tuition hike A2

Save-On-Foods joins Games A3

Pay-it-forward with Celia tickets C3

82nd Year
2003 Canadian

Community Newspapers
Association Winner
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Investigators were probing the cause of a fatal crash on Highway 11 between Townshipline and Harris roads yester-
day afternoon. Around 4:30 p.m., a minivan swerved into oncoming traffic and hit a gravel truck, say police. Two men
are dead and a woman was suffering life-threatening injuries at press deadline yesterday.

KARI MEDIG / The Abbotsford News

Van Dongen: ‘We support the decision and the industry supports the decision’

All 19 million chickens, turkeys must go
by TRUDY BEYAK
Abbotsford News

THE FRASER Valley is reeling
from a poultry industry crisis un-
precedented in Canada.

The federal government yesterday or-
dered the slaughter of up to 19 million
chickens, turkeys and other poultry in
the Fraser Valley and Lower Mainland to
try to halt the spread of avian flu.

“We are dealing with a very serious
and contagious disease in birds,” federal
Agriculture Minister Bob Speller said
from Ottawa.

A mass slaughter of poultry has never
before been undertaken by the federal
government.

Speller said he believes the “orderly
depopulation” will help the poultry in-
dustry to survive in the long term.

“We support the decision and the in-
dustry supports the decision,” said  said
John van Dongen, B.C. minister of agri-
culture, food and fisheries. “It’s the right
call,”

Speller outlined his plan during a tele-
phone conference call yesterday.

Poultry in the Fraser Valley that test
positive for the avian flu will be killed

and destroyed, while bird flocks that test
negative will be allowed to be slaugh-
tered and processed to sell on the mar-
ket, Speller said, adding that he did not
want to see good food wasted.

He decided to approve the mass culling
with the support of the industry

While uninfected broilers will go to
market for meat, it’s anticipated that lay-
ers and breeders will likely be rendered.

Thousands of people may be facing
layoffs in the $1 billion poultry industry
in B.C., which has been mired in an  eco-
nomic crisis since the H7N3 avian flu
virus strain originated in Abbotsford on

Feb. 19. Sixteen of 18 infected farms are
located in Abbotsford, in an area from
Mount Lehman to Sumas Prairie.

The majority of the quarantined farms
are in the five-kilometre hot zone of east
Matsqui Prairie, where the high patho-
genic strain of H7N3 has been identified
on four properties.

The speed of the spread of the disease
has confounded the experts, van Dongen
said, noting that  everyone involved in
the industry is in a state of shock.

“We always knew of the possibility of
getting a high pathogenic avian flu in
the academic sense, but no one expected

it to move this fast,” he said. “It’s going
to be a very painful time for the next 12
months.”

About 400,000 birds have already been
killed on east Matsqui Prairie.

“I consider this to be an economic dis-
aster,” Abbotsford Mayor Mary Reeves
said.

“The economic impact is going to be
very significant and our farmers will re-
quire financial assistance to rebuild.”

The federal government will compen-
sate farmers for the poultry that has
been euthanized.

SE2 to appeal, claims NEB
went beyond its jurisdiction
MLA  says B.C. Liberals ready to continue fight 
by TRUDY BEYAK
Abbotsford News 

SUMAS ENERGY 2
wants Canadian
judges to overturn

the decision by the
National Energy Board
that rejected the U.S.
company’s application
to build a power line
through Abbotsford.

SE2 filed legal notice
on Friday night to the
Canadian Federal Court
of Appeal for permis-
sion to appeal the NEB’s
decision, which denied
SE2 permission to build
a 230,000-volt transmis-
sion line from Sumas,
Wash. to Abbotsford in
oder to connect with the
BC Hydro grid.

In response to SE2’s
decision to appeal,
Abbotsford-Clayburn
(Liberal) MLA John van
Dongen said his govern-
ment has been antici-
pating this possibility
and is ready to continue
the legal battle.

In a press release, SE2
said its lawyers believe
the NEB went beyond
its proper jurisdiction
and committed errors of
law when it denied the
power line application
on March 4.

SE2 president Chuck
Martin said in a press
release that the NEB de-
nial “was parochial, be-
cause it put local oppo-
sition ahead of national

interest
and
failed to
recog-
nize the
regional
nature
of the
electric
power.

“It is
clear the

NEB based its decision
to deny SE2’s applica-
tion on local political
considerations rather

than sci-
entific,
legal
and
market
consid-
era-
tions,”
Martin
said.

SE2
wants to

convince the Federal
Court of Appeal that
the NEB decision “con-
tradicts the require-
ments of free trade and
open access and reci-

procity in energy prac-
ticed in the region.”

Martin said the NEB
decision also “ignores
the public benefits of
the project, which in-
clude price stability, in-
creasing competition
and improving reliabili-
ty of the power system.”

The provincial govern-
ment and the City of
Abbotsford are evaluat-
ing SE2’s arguments for
appeal and receiving
legal advice.

“We’re ready for
them,” said Chilliwack-
Kent (Liberal) MLA
Barry Penner. “We be-
lieve the NEB made the
right decision.”

City of Abbotsford
Mayor Mary Reeves said
lawyers are poring over
documents filed by SE2.

“The mandate of the
NEB is to protect the in-
terest of Canadians,”
Reeves said, noting that
the NEB decided there
was no Canadian public
need for SE2’s power
line, yet citizens in the
Fraser Valley would
have been exposed to
the environmental and
health risks.

HEAD-ON COLLISION

Paramedics load a patient into an air ambulance Saturday morning after a two-vehi-
cle head-on crash on the Lougheed Highway.Three people were taken to hospital fol-
lowing the collision. Further details about the crash and the medical conditions of the
patients were not available at press deadline yesterday.

JOHN MORROW / The Abbotsford News

MARTIN

REEVES

Fast represents NDP in
Abbotsford federal riding

Scott Fast will represent the New
Democratic Party of Canada in the up-
coming federal election.

Both Fast and Abbotsford NDP riding
president Bonnie Rai were seeking the
nomination for the Abbotsford federal rid-
ing for the New Democrats.

Fast was acclaimed after Rai had
stepped down as a prospective candidate
for personal reasons.

The vote took place Sunday at the Sports
Legacy Centre.

Fast is a professor in the Department of
Philosophy and Politics at University
College of the Fraser Valley, where he has
taught since 1975. He was the head coach
of the University College of the Fraser

Valley's Varsity men's
soccer team.

He is a long-time mem-
ber of the New
Democratic Party, serv-
ing as a constituency
president in Chilliwack,
as a provincial candidate
in 1983 and 1986, and par-
ticipating in various fed-
eral, provincial, munici-

pal and school board campaigns.
Fast will run against incumbent

Conservative MP Randy White, Abbots-
ford Coun. Moe Gill for the Liberals, and
Tim Felger for the Marijuana Party of
Canada.

SCOTT FAST

See ‘DECISION’ on page A3

See ‘SE2 APPEAL’ on page A6

�

Two die in Highway 11 crash

TWO MEN are dead and a
woman was taken to hospital
with life-threatening injuries

after a crash on Highway 11 shortly
before 4:30 p.m. yesterday.

Abbotsford Police Const. Shinder
Kirk said a Dodge van was headed
south on Highway 11, between
Harris and Townshipline roads,
when it swerved into the path of an
oncoming gravel truck.

“The driver of the gravel truck
tried to swerve,” said Kirk.

However, there was nowhere for
the truck to go, as tall piles of gravel
for the Highway 11 widening butted
up against the lane.

The crash sent the van – carrying
the two men and the injured woman
– into the ditch on the west side of
the highway, facing south.

After the crash the gravel truck
was stopped north of the van, its cab
awkwardly angled toward the gravel
piles.

Fluids and debris littered the high-

way between the two vehicles.
The identities of the victims have

not been released, and the injured
woman was clinging to life at press
deadline yesterday.

The crash snarled traffic around
the major thoroughfare as cars were
diverted away from the scene during
rush hour.

The collision is under investiga-
tion. It brings the number of traffic
fatalities in Abbotsford so far this
year to six.

Mini-van swerves into oncoming traffic

Sponsored by Metroland Printing, 
Publishing & Distributing Ltd., 
Mississauga, Ont.



Of the 68 entries 12 were good, 
five were very good, but only one was 
excellent. 

Most of the entries suffered from 
weak topics, not necessarily poor 
writing skills per se. The competition 
is too fierce to simply submit the Re-
membrance Day profile or the day-in-
the-lifer. Also, I understand that you 
as a writer can only do so much with 
a story about moving an old building. 
Having said that, if your editor gives 
you a story to do on an inanimate ob-
ject, understand that the object itself 
is only a small part of the story. The 
story is about how said object affects 
people in your town, not the colour, 
weight and age of the object. 

Trivia has its place in a story, of 
course, but too often the entries al-
lowed trivia to become the story. The 
tough questions, the issues that let 
you add strong emotion to your story 
- the human aspects that make for 
a compelling story - were lacking in 
most entries. A guy has an interesting 
hobby? Tell me what drives him, not 
just what he does.

Grammar was an issue at times. 

One-source stories were another. A 
forestry-related story gave a lot of 
space for spin, a huge disappointment. 

Now having offered my advice, the 
third place story ignores two points. It 
is a one-source story about a war vet 
who is reminiscing. But Greg Davis of 
The Humber Log, from Corner Brook, 
NL, has a great twist with “Veteran 
pens positive war memories for book.” 
He even offers up a few puns on what 
is typically portrayed as a tragedy. 
Good job. The runner-up is Bryan 
Alary’s story “Friends remember lov-
able Kenny Gibson” in Lacombe (AB) 
Globe. Alary was deeply moved, as is 
evident and he took the time to talk 
with all the right people. He showed 
true respect. Nice work. The award 
goes to a newsy piece that borders on 
editorializing, but is highly effective. 
Keri Dalman of the Humboldt (SK) 
Journal cares passionately about her 
community, as is evident in “Time to 
fight for a new SEH”. She lays platitude 
aside and flat out shames lethargic 
government officials. Dalman shows 
that your newspaper is as feeble or 
powerful as you make it. Well done.

Keri Dalman, Humboldt (SK) Journal 
Bryan Alary, Lacombe (AB) Globe 
Greg Davis, Corner Brook (NL) Humber Log 

1.
2.
3.

BEST FEATURE STORY CLASS 2021

Sponsored by Moosomin World-Spectator, Moosomin, Sask.
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BEST FEATURE STORY CLASS 2022

Barbara McLeod, Whitehorse/Yukon 
Territory (YT) Yukon News 
Mitchell Sherrin, Salt Spring Island (BC) 
Gulf Islands Driftwood 
Jeff Nagel, Terrace (BC) The Terrace 
Standard 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

Judging feature stories is like 
choosing between Swiss chocolate 
and a dark European lager. It comes 
down to texture, content and the 
overall skill involved in the creation.

The top three in this category 
bubbled with those qualities, edging 
a small handful that made it through 
the first cut and standing high above 
the other 40 entries.

Barbara McLeod’s emotional story 
of a rebel teen who disappeared into 
a river after an attempt at clean living 
tugged at my heart. McLeod exhib-
its outstanding skill, opening with a 
short but touching anecdote, end-
ing with a bang and filling the rest 
with powerful memories, quotes and 
strong sentence structure. Plus, she 
masterfully deals with a sensitive sub-
ject that’s only a week old. That takes 
sheer talent.

As for the first runner-up, who 
would have guessed a story about 
an old cow and her best friend—a 
sheep—could sneak into the top 
three, let alone finish second? Mitch-
ell Sherrin’s humorous and well-re-

searched tale is succulent lemonade. 
It takes a weird subject that many 
editors would balk at and turns it into 
‘udder’ brilliance. Sherrin is an expert 
at choosing the right words. The only 
thing to keep this tale out of first 
was its inability to capture the heart-
wrenching emotion epitomized in the 
winning entry.

Finally, Jeff Nagel’s retelling of a 
30-year-old avalanche that haunts its 
lone survivor to this day is a strong 
drama that’s well deserving of its 
bronze finish. It reads like a com-
pelling novel, conveying effective 
anecdotes from several sources and 
using intense illustrative description, 
great quotes and simplicity that urges 
you to read on. The story has only a 
few minor drawbacks: a distracting 
reference to a school’s roof collapsing, 
the overall need to be shortened and a 
need for clarity in a couple of areas.

It was fun to judge this category 
and to see the tales this wonderful 
country offers. Congratulations to all 
the winners.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

By Barbara McLeod
News Reporter

H
enry Asp laughs and cries
as he flips through a
photo album.

“She was so happy to have her
learner’s licence,” he recalls as he
smiles at a picture of his daughter
Becky, driving his car up the
Dempster Highway on one last
family trip.

“She was always a happy little
girl.”

And even after the horrors of
runaways, booze, drugs, sexual
assaults, crime and insanity, it is
the way Asp will always remember
his little girl, missing and pre-
sumed drowned after she went
into the Yukon River.

If no one else knew who she
was, Asp knew from the very
beginning.

“She was crying for a bottle,
crying and crying, and, for what-
ever reason, we didn’t get this bot-
tle to her in time. When we came
to give her the bottle, she turned
her little lips up and refused to
drink the bottle.

“That was my very first under-
standing that she’d be very inde-
pendent. She definitely turned out
to be that way.”

In childhood, Becky’s head-
strong ways gave her confidence
and the strength to shrug off
taunts from her classmates, and
endure the breakup of her par-
ents.

A devoutly religious man, Asp
insisted his daughter wear only
skirts and dresses. Pants and
makeup were not allowed.

Her classmates teased her, but
Becky eventually earned their
respect.

A persuasive leader who
learned by doing, she persuaded
reluctant girlfriends to play bas-
ketball, and helped lead them to
gold by season’s end.

Her dad’s words at a celebrato-
ry dinner later that night were
prophetic.

“I told her, cherish the
moment, because it will never be
like this again,” says Asp. “I just
had to say that, I don’t know why.”

And it never was.
Within a year, the little girl in a

dress, female athlete of the year,
babysitter and paper-girl had
started to skip school and drink.

She did not want to go to high
school in a dress; she did not want
to go at all.

“She was scared,” says Asp,
remembering the teasing from her
friends about the clothes she
wore.

She exchanged her dresses for
jeans and began partying with
friends.

Becky would disappear for a
night, then two, then four. She
would come home only to run
away again.

Her dad knew she was drink-
ing, and, though she would not
tell him what else she was up to,
he suspected she was having sex.

He had let her come home and
pleaded with her to clean up her
act too many times. After days of
agonizing, he told her to move
out.

“We were very, very close. For
me to make this decision to ask
her to leave home was a last straw
of desperation. It was like some-
thing in her despised me.”

Becky flopped here and there,
sometimes with her estranged
mother or her sister. She dropped
out of school for good.

She went through boyfriends
almost as fast as she moved from
house to house and community to
community, and stole the clothes
her father so disdained.

“She was a very, very clever
thief. She never got caught. She
could go into Bootlegger,
Sandor’s, all these places and steal
and never get caught.”

But she still regularly called her
father, and he kept begging her to
quit drinking and come home.

She was picked up by the
police that summer. She was so
drunk they could not wake her to
put her into the cruiser.

“I tried to explain to her how
bad the Yukon is. Guys get the
girls drunk,” Asp winces.

“All the things that I warned
her about ended up happening to
her, the drinking the passing out,
the boys lining up to do whatever
they wanted to her.”

Becky was not Asp’s only
worry. His daughter Christina was
mixed up in a violent relationship
with a guy in Pelly.

Becky cut her hand once, try-
ing to wrest a knife from her sister

and her boyfriend. Christina
would later be charged with stab-
bing her boyfriend to death.

Family problems weighed
heavily on Becky. She made spo-
radic attempts to reconnect with
her father, her church and her
dreams of being an elementary
school teacher.

Asp, who was raising two boys
alone, took Becky back in two or
three times. She even persuaded
her dad to let her rent one of the
apartments he was managing at
the time.

Within weeks, she’d trashed the
small bachelor suite, and run away
from her job and home.

“Because of her drinking and
her boyfriends, she left the place
in a shambles. One of her
boyfriends broke the window to
climb in,” he says, shaking his
head. “There was no use trying to
coax Becky back.”

He only knew his daughter had
to run, but he did not know why
until he received another call from
RCMP last spring.

They had picked Becky up in
Stewart Crossing. She had
stripped off her shirt and refused
to put it back on for the entire
ride to Whitehorse.

They took her to the hospital
and admitted her. She wasn’t
drunk or stoned; she was speaking
gibberish to the voices in her
head.

When Asp went to the hospital,
Becky’s behaviour suddenly made
sense.

“She thought the TV was talk-
ing to her during a hockey game.
She thought that I, her dad, was

the announcer. She thought the
radio was talking about her.
Something, somehow, had hap-
pened to her mind. Something,
somewhere, somehow.”

Three days later, against the
wishes of doctors and nurses,
Becky checked out and phoned
her dad.

“She said, ‘Can I come home,
Dad?’ and I said, ‘Sure,’” Asp says,
the warm smile returning to his
face.

Slowly, Asp talked his daughter
out of her paranoia. She stopped
hearing voices. Sometimes she
went to work with her dad. She
even helped him fix the apart-
ment she had trashed.

But she could not stop run-
ning. She stole her father’s bike
and pedaled away without even
packing a toothbrush or picking
up a final paycheque from her lat-
est job.

She ended up working at Blue
Feather Place, a refuge for way-
ward kids, and renting a room at
the nearby Pioneer. Becky went
home to pick up her personal
belongings one day in late
January.

As she packed, her father put
one of her favourite songs,
Jerusalem of Gold, on the stereo.

“Before you know it, she’s cry-
ing uncontrollably, just great big
buckets of tears coming out of her
eyes, and next, she’s on her knees
asking God to forgive her for
everything,” says Asp.

“She goes into the bedroom,
changes from pants to her dress,
washes off her makeup, takes off
all her rings, and walks out a

brand new person.”
Becky stayed with her dad. For

how long it would have lasted, he
will never know.

But Asp will remember his last
days with his daughter as fondly
as he remembers the first.

She had taken over the house,
cooking, cleaning and even sewing
for her dad and her brothers. She
read books.

The days were good. The
evenings were hard for Becky. She
took to wandering in the woods
in the wee hours of the morning.

“A couple of times she’d come
home, you could see she’d been
running, eyes just like she’d seen a
ghost, just panting,” says Asp.

“I’d say, ‘What’s wrong?’ She’d
say, ‘I was running.’ I’d say, ‘why?’
She’d say, ‘Because I was scared.’
I’d say, ‘What are you scared of?’
She’d say, ‘I don’t know.’

“She’d come back so terrified
and wild-eyed after these walks.”

Last Friday, Becky did not want
to be alone, so she went to work
with her dad.

They had lunch together, he let
her drive his truck, and they went
to his worksite: a roofing job in
the Marwell subdivision.

While Asp worked, Becky went
for one of her walks.

Hours after the roof was
repaired, Becky still had not
returned.

Asp took a flashlight and fol-
lowed her footprints in the fresh
snow along the edge of the Yukon
River.

He recognized her leisurely,
slightly pigeon-toed gait.

Along the trail, he found the
book she had been reading, a spir-
itual testimonial she had brought
from home that day. A page was
marked with a piece of dead grass.

Henry was downtown before
the prints diverged from the
shoreline toward the middle of
the river.

He followed them to a small
opening in the ice. The last print
was a skid mark leading into the
water.

“I came up to the edge and I’m
shining my light and I’m expect-
ing to see marks on the other
side,” says Asp.

“There was nothing on the
other side. Nothing, nothing,
nothing. The river opened up and
swallowed her.

“People have suggested suicide
because she was so troubled, but I
don’t think so. I don’t believe it. It
was an accident.”

Becky’s dad wants to believe his
daughter gave her life to God.

“God simply took her. Maybe
she would have gone back into
these things again and gotten
worse again.

“While she was serving him she
just simply took a walk one day
and went home.”

Rebekah Sharon-Rose Asp was
18.

Contact Barbara McLeod at
bmcleod@yukon-news.com

‘God simply took her’
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Submitted photo

MISSING, PRESUMED DROWNED… Rebekah Sharon-Rose Asp celebrates her 18th birthday
party at her father’s house in Whitehorse last June. She disappeared last Friday.
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Trudy Beyak, Abbotsford (BC) News 
Mike Howell, Vancouver (BC) Courier - West 
Side 
Marshall Jones, Kelowna (BC) Capital News 

1.
2.

3.

BEST FEATURE STORY

14 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005

CLASS 2023
Circulation 12,500 and over

Out of the 84 entries, there were 
approximately 20 that showed off 
some great writing, on issues that 
inspired, tugged at the heartstrings, or 
just plain made you sit up and think. 
After several readings and some soul 
searching, those 20 were eventually 
whittled down to 10, then the top 
three.

Trudy Beyak looked at the cor-
rectional system and BC’s Pacific 
Institution from all angles, and was 
first-place hands down. Her stories 
with inmates were thoughtful with-
out being sympathetic, and her tight 
writing was complemented by a nice 
layout and strong photography. 

Mike Howell detailed the efforts of 
a national running team member to 
get inner-city youth to do something 
positive with their lives. A well-writ-
ten piece that was compelling enough 
to move readers to make offers of 
financial and in-kind assistance–es-
pecially after the British Columbia 
government cut back grants.

Marshall Jones produced a strong 
piece on the rise of crystal meth use 

in Kelowna, BC, and the dangers of its 
abuse. He spoke to law enforcement, 
users, and the efforts of four nursing 
students to research the drug’s use 
in the community and reach out to 
young people with information on 
the risks.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST FEATURE SERIES CLASS 2031

Kevin Weedmark, Moosomin (SK) World-
Spectator 
David Paul, Lac La Biche (AB) Post 
Chris Hall, Port Perry (ON) Star 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

Sponsored by SWNA
SASKATCHEWAN WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS ASSOCIATION TROPHY

More than half the entries were 
neither a feature nor a series. Many 
were simply two-part features, stories 
and sidebars, or a handful of news 
stories on the same topic.

Kevin Weedmark’s winning series 
about Afghanistan rose quickly to 
the top of the pack. It’s an outstand-
ing group of stories that could easily 
have been read in the pages of one of 
Canada’s large dailies and not just in 
one our smallest weeklies. The series 
had all the elements of a compelling 
story, real drama, good description, 
effective use of quotes, strong leads 
that grab your attention and drag you 
into the story, not to mention strong 
structure and organization that keeps 
you reading til the end. An element of 
risk in gingerly crossing a minefield 
certainly deserves added brownie 
points.

David Paul’s series on Kaley Ticho-
nuk’s brave fight against cancer was a 
great story, well told, a real tearjerker. 
Good quotes and vivid details (count-
ing the needle jabs) bring to life the 
inspiring story of this ten-year-old 
girl’s battle against cancer with the 

support of her family and commu-
nity. Complicated medical details are 
explained clearly and simply.

The concept behind this series by 
Chris Hall and the Port Perry (ON) 
Star (formerly This Week) is excellent. 
Take a local landmark, Lake Scugog, 
and tell a variety of stories about the 
life of the lake and explain why it is 
the hub of the Township. Supported 
by good graphics, the articles are well 
written, well researched with multiple 
sources, and of obvious local interest. 
It’s a series that could inspire many of 
our papers to follow suit with series of 
stories on their own local landmarks.

This series of historical features 
about the Places and Faces of com-
munities in the Georgian Triangle is 
not earth-shattering news, but it is 
well written with great quotes. Filled 
with great details, colourful descrip-
tions, and sprinkled with doses of 
humour. A really great read.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Sponsored by  Moosomin World-Spectator, Moosomin, Sask.
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CLASS 2032

Vern Faulkner, Esquimalt (BC) News 
Joyanne Pursaga, Quesnel (BC) Cariboo 
Observer 
Adrienne Fox-Keesic, Sioux Lookout (ON) 
Wawatay News 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

A feature series should begin with 
a story idea that is supported by, and 
requires, subsequent articles, then 
goes on to exhaust the subject, and 
readers need to be told what to expect 
and when to expect it. 

Many entries were simply related 
stories, profiles or long-running seri-
als better treated as columns. Vern 
Faulkner’s entry, from the Esquimalt 
(BC) News, stood out in writing, 
subject matter, illustration, and layout. 
A well-documented series of feature 
articles, each adding to the stated 
story objective.

It was a toss-up for second and 
third with Joyanne Pursaga, Quesnel 
(BC) Cariboo Observer, and Adrienne 
Fox-Keesic, Sioux Lookout (ON) 
Wawatay News. Pursaga’s series of 
three articles took the subject, wres-
tled it to the ground, and provided an 
interesting read. Fox-Keesic’s investi-
gation of an Aboriginal police service 
could have used supporting visuals, 
but was well researched and written.

Honourable Mention to Greg 
Younger-Lewis, Nunatsiaq News, and 
Paula Levy, Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST FEATURE SERIES CLASS 2033

Editorial Staff, Peterborough (ON) 
Peterborough This Week 
Danielle Milley, Ajax/Pickering (ON) News 
Advertiser 
Katherine Mortimer, Vernon (BC) Morning 
Star 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

My first reaction on reading this year’s 
entries was that there are a lot of incred-
ible writers working for community 
newspapers.

First place in this category goes to 
the editorial staff of Peterborough (ON) 
This Week for “The Gay Community: 
Proudly emerging from the shadows.” 
The newspaper serves a very conserva-
tive community, and decided to show 
that community a side it rarely sees: The 
homosexual subculture that is just start-
ing to make its presence known in that 
community. The series of front-page fea-
ture articles included an in-depth feature 
on a middle-aged homosexual couple, a 
feature on “Queer-positive” spaces in the 
community, an article on the difficulties 
gay youth face, a feature on the struggles 
of a hermaphrodite, and the story of a 
local gay club. All of the stories are told 
clearly and compassionately.

Second place goes to Danielle Mil-
ley of the Ajax (ON) News Advertiser for 
“Changing Times,” a series examining 
the lack of diversity on Ajax and Picker-
ing councils. The well-researched series 
pointed out that Pickering and Ajax, with 
26 and 24 per cent of their population vi-

sual minorities respectively, have no visual 
minority members on council.

Third place goes to the Vernon (BC) 
Morning Star for “Youth at Risk,” a series 
about the sexual exploitation of youth in 
North Okanagan. The frank series ex-
posed the extent of the problem in the re-
gion, and included an excellent interview 
with a young sex worker. It concluded 
with an interview with a social worker on 
the first steps to get youth off the street.

We could only present three awards 
in this category, but one more entry that 
deserves special mention is the Ottawa 
(ON) Weekly Journal for an in-depth look 
at the rights of unilingual English speak-
ers, the advantages of being bilingual, and 
the evolution of bilingualism. The series 
by Joanne MacDonald was very well-
written.

If I have one negative comment to 
make, it is to suggest that entrants care-
fully read each entry criteria and carefully 
consider what category to enter. While 
most entrants in this category put togeth-
er excellent entries, some entries consisted 
of a news story and a related editorial, or 
a news story and a sidebar, which simply 
cannot be considered a feature story.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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Sponsored by SWNA

SASKATCHEWAN WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS ASSOCIATION TROPHY

The final part of a series examining vari-
ous aspects of the gay community and its
emergence in Peterborough.

Well I’m not dumb 
but I can’t understand

Why she talked like a woman 
and walked like a man.

-- Lola, The Kinks

LOIS TUFFIN
THIS WEEK

Except for her deep voice,
most people would never sus-
pect that sweet, white-haired

Kaitlin Acres leads a double life.
She lived her first 65 years as a success-

ful man. Today, she wears a white wig,

chandelier earrings and a white cardigan
that belies any trace of masculinity. Her
make-up is flawless and her nails beauti-
fully manicured.

A lacy camisole peeks out from under
her blouse.

Kaitlin, now 72, is just one of dozens of
people in this area that see their sexuality
not as male or female but somewhere along
a spectrum in between. She is the primary
contact for Chrysalis, a local support group
for transsexuals and transgenders.

“We have to get rid of the idea that peo-
ple choose to do this,” Kaitlin says.

“Nobody would choose this.”
Transgender individuals feel uncomfort-

able with their “assigned” male or female
sex and need to express their inner selves,
Kaitlin says. That includes cross-dressing.

Meanwhile, transsexuals change their

bodies to match with their true gender.
Kaitlin has an understanding spouse of

48 years who doesn’t mind her husband
wearing skirts. Kaitlin had always felt like
a “misfit” until she discovered transgender
web sites after retirement.

“A light came on,” she says.
“I learned what was out there. It’s a

whole different life. I’m more relaxed. Life
has taken on a whole different quality. I
feel at home.”

●●●
The Province cut sex-change operations

(also known as gender re-assignment) from
its list of OHIP-funded services in 1995.
The transgender/transsexual community
has lobbied to reverse that decision ever
since.

A complete changeover can cost as much
as $30,000. Electrolysis to remove facial
hair takes months and $10,000 or more.

See YOU’RE, Page A8
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Yvonne Reid
CLUB EXCELLENCE

Award Winner
Since 1987

TRANS CANADA

Come In
And Let Me

Help You Choose
The Vehicle
That’s Right

For You!

Creating Furniture
Fashion

since 1926

Marlaine
Bennett

700 Clonsilla Ave.
Peterborough

749-9273

Drop Us A Line
Have a letter to the editor? 
A press release? 
A news tip or photo idea? 
E-mail This Week’s at prellinger@

mykawartha.com, fax to 749-0074
or drop by our office at 884 Ford St.
behind Farmboy.

Up Front

The Gay CommunityProudly emerging from the shadows

LANCE ANDERSON
THIS WEEK

As Tammy and her fiancée
Stephanie kiss, the only eyes
staring at them belong to

the people depicted in the paint-
ings and pictures on the wall.

The queer couple
openly display their
affection for one anoth-
er without feeling
ashamed or threat-
ened.

For them, The Only
is the only place in the
city where they are
comfortable with them-
selves and their sexu-
ality.

“There’s no discrimi-
nation,” yells Tammy Hamlon-Carter over
the din of loud music and many voices.

Stephanie cuddles up to her arm as
they talk about their pending marriage
this summer. They already share the same
last name and are looking forward to their
future. One thing for certain, The Only

will always be a special place for them --
it’s where they met.

“I’ll never stop coming here; if I ever
leave, this will be the only reason I would
come back,” says Tammy.

But contrary to popular belief, The
Only isn’t a gay bar. That’s a stereotype
the Hunter Street West pub has been
branded with, mostly by youths and unac-

cepting adults.
Sure, many members
of Peterborough’s
queer community fre-
quent the bar but they
don’t visit for sex.
Rather, they find solace
in its accepting, safe
atmosphere. Many
queers say it’s one of
the few places in town
where they don’t feel
afraid.

“I’m holding my girlfriend’s hand right
now and no one is staring,” shouts Sarah
Renwick .

On this night, the establishment is
packed with both queers and straights, all
interacting between sips of brew.

See JUDGMENTAL, Page A8

DOUBLE LIFE: Hermaphrodite Michelle Townsend, born with male and female genitalia, has
no plans to alter her body but sees her inner self as female. Taunts from others in
Peterborough are par for the course but “It hurts.” KYLE GRIFFIN/THIS WEEK

Safe ‘n’ sound at The Only

‘It’s a whole different life’

Join host Lois Tuffin 
on Cogeco Cable 10’s
Open Line program
Wednesday, Feb. 25,
7 p.m., for a phone-in

discussion on the
local gay community

KID IN MOTION: Grade seven and eight students from Kenner
Collegiate gathered behind Kristopher Knowles, 13, as he walked along
Monaghan Road Monday on day 40 of his 353-day journey across
Canada to promote organ donation. Kristopher, who is waiting for a liver
transplant and has undergone 20 operations, wants people to discuss
with their families their wishes regarding organ donation. Kenner stu-
dents raised $1957.66 to help him on his journey which he hopes to
end in Toronto on December 25, 2004. KYLE GRIFFIN/THIS WEEK

The kid’s on a mission

General Electric and its employees have
reached a tentative deal Tuesday on a new
contract.

The deal was reached at 10 a.m.
Ivan Mills, vice-president of Canadian Auto Workers

(CAW) Local 524, says details of the
agreement can’t be released until the
union membership is updated but a
ratification vote is expected to be held
this coming weekend.
“We’ve been at it since last
Tuesday...pretty well every day,” he
says.
“It’s been a tiring ordeal, especially the
last 24 to 36 hours.”
While details of the agreement aren’t
available, the union had been pushing
for a better pension package and a stop
to the penalizing of older workers who
retire early.

Mayor Sylvia Sutherland says the tentative deal is
wonderful news and that it’s always good to know a local
business won’t be shut down because of a strike, particularly
when some 600 workers would have been affected.

GE, union 
are on the
same page
Tentative agreement

on new contract averts
strike by 600 workers

Ivan Mills

4

Is that Big Day in your future?
Well, take away some of the stress of
planning for your wedding by coming
to Brides 2004 this Friday (Feb. 20),
6:30 to 10 p.m., at Trentwinds on
Lansdowne Street East.

Presented by Peterborough This
Week, and sponsored by Imperial
Styles, Hannamars Bridal and Sears
Travel Services, Brides 2004 will fea-
ture merchants displaying the latest
in bridal fashion and related products
and services.

As well, you’ll have a chance to win
a $1,000 trip voucher courtesy of
Peterborough This Week and Sears
Travel Services; get 1/2 price (up to
$500) off your wedding gown, courtesy
of Hannamars; $250 in tuxedo rentals
from Imperial Styles; a $100 gift cer-
tificate from Forbidden Pleasures;
and a complimentary spa day cour-
tesy of fandango Hair and Nail
Design and Day Spa; and much more.

Tickets, at $5 each, are available at
Hannamars, fandango, Peterborough
This Week and at the door.

See you at Brides 2004!

This Week’s
annual wedding
showcase Friday

at Trentwinds



OUTSTANDING COLUMNIST

16 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005 

CLASS 2041

Mike Lacey, Peterborough (ON) 
Peterborough This Week 
Bill Phillips, Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 
Paula Carlson, Surrey/North Delta (BC) 
Leader 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation open

Sponsored by Cadogan Foundation Inc.
GEORGE CADOGAN MEMORIAL OUTSTANDING COLUMNIST AWARD

It is a big and rewarding job to 
judge this category. This year there 
were 102 entrants, each with three ex-
amples. There are some exciting new 
writers and some of the great ones 
from years past are gone. 

The first round is not extremely 
difficult. Many of the entries are not 
in the least local. One wonders how 
many editors simply don’t realize that 
local content and commentary are the 
monopoly community newspapers 
have. Why they dilute that franchise 
by including the very same type of 
commentary readers can get from 
dozens of other sources is beyond me.

One might expect some of the 
large suburban weeklies to discount 
reader interest in purely local issues 
thinking that readers are not deeply 
rooted in mushrooming communi-
ties. Actually, many of the very best 
local commentary are in those large 
papers.

Some of the tools that make col-
umns a reader habit are still being 
ignored. Some are in different places 
and are different shapes and are poor-
ly identified. Some jump from one 

page to another. Many are grey and 
long and devote far too much space 
to one idea. Some writers confuse 
insults with argument or run ahead 
of the mob to appear to lead it. One 
editor submitted the local Member of 
Parliament’s propaganda column.

Second round cutting from the 20 
entries is far more difficult. 

Paula Carson, Surrey/North Delta 
(BC) Leader is this year’s third place 
winner. She’s stylish, punchy, concise-
ly to the point and all but one sample 
was local and hot.

Bill Phillips, Williams Lake (BC) 
Tribune, makes the finals again. He 
comes across as a friendly guy who 
likes his community and demands 
fair play among and for its citizens.

This year’s winner of the George 
Cadogan Memorial Outstanding 
Columnist Award and the $500 prize 
is Mike Lacey of Peterborough (ON) 
This Week.

Each of Lacey’s samples takes a 
clear stand for inclusion, against 
discrimination and for the less privi-
leged. He’s a conscience and a cham-
pion for his community.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

To the editor:

I’d like to say something
to the people that van-
dalized Princess and

Ware streets on the
evening of Tuesday, Oct.
26 and on the early morn-
ing of Wednesday, Oct. 27.

The senseless acts of
pumpkin smashing and
theft, turning over
garbage and recycling
containers, and the de-
struction of property were
unbelievable.

It’s obvious you don’t
live in this neighbourhood
or you would have respect
for the community that
we have here.

It’s also obvious you
don’t live here or you
would know you stole the
pumpkins that a six year
old picked out for himself
and his baby brother on a
school trip to the pumpkin
patch.

You would also know
the pumpkin you tried to
smash but was too heavy
was picked out by this
same boy with his dad at
the Farmers’ Market and
brought home with pride
in his own wagon.

You would also know

the trellis you broke trying
to climb onto our porch is
part of a garden that we
tend to all summer and
are very proud of.

You would also know
the leaf bags and
garbage/recycling contain-
ers that you turned over
belonged to an elderly
person living alone who
does not need the hassle
of getting up in the morn-
ing to clean up the mess
that you made.

What you don’t know
is my son cried his eyes out
when he was told his
pumpkins were gone and
his big pumpkin was
cracked.

What you also don’t
know is my husband went
up our street at 12:30 a.m.
and cleaned up everyone’s
overturned cans and bags.

Do you know why he
did this? 

Because it’s our neigh-
bourhood and anyone
else on this street would
have done the same for
us.

You should be ashamed
of yourself.
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Our readers write
Senseless pumpkin
smashing deplorable

‘Those people’ are people

Taking in a city council
meeting, one can
soon get the distinct

impression that some in
this fair city care more
about their property values
and own self-interest than
helping the less fortunate. 
Some in Peterborough

even appear to care far
more about the historical
significance of a building
than they do about hous-
ing Peterborough’s poor. 
During my time covering

City Hall, I’ve heard numer-
ous explanations for why
some kind of housing de-
velopment should not go
ahead.
Yet there is always a

striking similarity among
all arguments; a comment
or question raised that
leads back to the same
over-riding theme -- those
people.
Would you want those

people in your neighbour-
hood?
How many of those peo-

ple will live here? 
What happens to our

community when those
people move in? 
Will are property values

go down when those peo-
ple come? 
What happens to the her-

itage of that building if we

let those people take it
over?
Those people. 
There is something sickly

to the words. 
Those people. 
Yet in a way it’s also non-

threatening, desensitized
even, although descriptive
since everyone seems to
know who those people
are.
There is no explanation

provided. Everyone just
nods along. They know. 
And everyone also as-

sumes those people will
likely bring crime, drugs, vi-
olence and problems to the
new neighbourhood. Con-
stant problems seem to
emanate from those peo-
ple.
Of course, those people

are much more than what
many believe, or what
many seem to think. 
The impression is left that

those people are foreign
invaders, like a bacteria or
virus we must rid ourselves
of.
However, we should nev-

er forget who those people
truly are. 

They are sons and daugh-
ters, mothers and fathers,
grandparents and aunts
and uncles, nephews and
nieces, good friends and
co-workers.
Those people are, in fact,

people and they deserve at
the least a minimal amount
of compassion and dignity
afforded to those who
have a few more dollars.
Instead of treating those
people as a nuisance, like
some stray cat scratching at
the door for a bowl of
milk, perhaps we should
treat those people as the
people they truly are.
Today we view success by

how many possessions we
can stuff into our tidy
homes.
Perhaps one day we shall

gauge a community’s suc-
cess from how many peo-
ple we feed who cannot
feed themselves, how
many people we clothe
who cannot clothe them-
selves and how many
homes we provide to those
who cannot house them-
selves.
Perhaps, on that day, we

will no longer have those
people in our community. 
Just people. 

mlacey@
mykawartha.com

A.J. McNaught praise
is very well-deserved
To the editor:

Imust commend you on
your new edition of Pe-
terbor-

ough This
Week.

I find
it colour-
ful and
much
easier to
read,
making
for a
much
more in-
teresting
visual
look.

Clark
Kim’s arti-
cle on
A.J. Mc-
Naught
(Called for duty, Oct. 20,
2004) touched me.

I met A.J. last year on
the steps of the building

where I work at 185 King
St. W. and we immediately
started to talk. 

Her com-
passion-
ate na-
ture, her
positive
attitude
and her
outlook
on life
makes
her one
of those
human
beings
that
makes
life worth
looking
at on a
much
deeper

level and leaves one feel-
ing good about one’s self.

Lise Filion
Peterborough

E-mail letters to the editor 
to prellinger@mykawartha.com

A.J. McNaught
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Wendy Johnson has written a 
compelling series essentially telling one 
of the “back” stories from the less-
publicized South Okanagan during the 
province’s fire storm season of 2003, 
looking at events on the ground as it 
were, in early 2004 several months after 
the fire through the story of Vaseaux 
Lake rancher David Casorso. She’s 
done the legwork for her research, but 
what really sets Johnson’s series apart is 
the quality of the writing, which ranges 
from good to compellingly excellent 
and is a cut above her peers in this 
category.

My runner-up choice for second 
place is Greg Younger-Lewis’ series 
on the firing of Harbir Boparai by the 
Government of Nunavut. The stories 
touch on the interesting and often un-
der-reported issue of apparent reverse 
discrimination. I like the reporter and 
paper’s initiative in publishing the 
stories because it’s the kind of impor-
tant story that would have been easier 
to take a pass on rather than lifting the 
rock to take a look, as it were. My one 
criticism is that I do think the stories 
would have been stronger if they had 
delved deeper into the rationale for the 

Government of Nunavut’s preferential 
hiring policy for Inuit.

My third place choice is Barbara 
McLeod’s stories about the young 
aboriginal mother accused of killing 
her seven-week-old baby in Dawson 
City, five years after injuring her two-
month-old baby. The real initiative by 
both McLeod and The Yukon News 
here is publishing the current stories in 
the context of the previous conviction 
offering readers a more complete pic-
ture even at the risk of criminal sanc-
tions to both McLeod and the paper. 
That’s gutsy public service journalism 
and the initiative deserves recognition 
by their peers.

The entries in this category all had 
high local relevance to their communi-
ties and often beyond that for other 
communities across the country. There 
was some enterprising work submitted.

Unfortunately, many of the stories 
displayed no better than average writ-
ing, to put it charitably, and quite often 
were over written. The research in the 
submissions tended to be better than 
average, but depth is not synonymous 
with quantity and more breadth of 
research would have been welcome.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

75 cents
Includes GST

VOL. 67 - ISSUE NO. 29 WEDNESDAY, January 14, 2004 Publications Mail Registration No. 07453

Wendy Johnson/Oliver Chronicle

Portrait of a fire’s wrath: ranching
BY WENDY JOHNSON

David Casorso remembers the puff of
smoke that bisected his ranchland above
Vaseaux Lake into stark ‘before and af-
ter’ segments. He was baling his high
hayfield on the afternoon of Friday, Au-
gust 22, when he saw the telltale grey
gusts rise into the air below him.
“I was about 1,000 feet away so I ran

to the edge of the field to investigate and
saw probably an acre burning close to
the highway. I went back, moved my

truck to a safer place and then ran to my
tractor to build a firebreak for my hay-
stacks. By the time I reached my tractor
the fire had raced up beside me and was
on the other side of the road; it had
moved that fast carried by the wind in a
northeast direction. It was moving as fast
as I could run and it continued up the
mountain.”
Casorso narrowly escaped in his truck

along a road that skirted the fire. When
he returned about 7 p.m., he realized the
blaze had played for keeps.

Its ravages still hold sway over his
acres. The flames have finished chewing
through his timber stands, irrigation
lines, corrals and fences or turning his
hayfields to ash, but its influence still
burns hot in the aftermath of the fire
whose point of origin was a power pole
along Highway 97.
Unfortunately, in a society governed

by visuals, destroyed ranchland doesn’t
have the photographic impact of smol-
dering basements, lone blackened chim-
neys or bereft homeowners. Nor does it

attract visiting provincial and federal
politicians promising financial aid in
front of a thicket of microphones and
television cameras.
When it comes to the promise of fire

assistance from various programs, he
and other affected ranchers who haven’t
lost homes or other permanent structures
feel they have been forgotten. And the
opinion couldn’t have come at a worse
time since ranchers are already suffering
from drought and BSE.
For Casorso, the problem is further

compounded by the damage caused by
Forest Service’s heavy fire suppression
equipment and crews who used his land
for firebreaks and staging areas for their
helicopters, skidders, trucks and com-
pactors.
And while it is Forest Service policy

to compensate or fix any damage done to
private land due to suppression tech-
niques in the event of fire, Casorso feels
the wording of the policy is too open to
interpretation.
“I just want to be treated fairly. I was

led to believe everything would be put
back the way it was and in my view that
hasn’t happened,” he said referring to
some of his acres that had been rehabili-
tated by Forestry after they were fin-
ished. “I am going to have to go through
there with a disc and remove all the rocks
before I can use it again.”
For its part, Jim Mottishaw zone man-

ager at the Penticton Fire Zone, replied
that they have done some repairs and
re-seeding, but acknowledges there is
more to do this spring.
David and Wanda Casorso’s approxi-

mately 1,500 acres bob and weave
through the steep inclines high above the
lake. A composite of climbing rocky ter-
rain, twisting slopes, pastures and hay-
fields that take advantage of any flat
ground, it is interspersed with flanks of
yellow pine, fir, some deciduous trees
and natural habitat.
Utilized as winter pasture for 250 head

of mostly Black Angus cattle as well as aThis is one of the areas that was impacted by fire suppression activities on the higher reaches of David Casorso’s ranch
land during the fire that started August 22, 2003. Other damage included a stand of trees removed for a fire break, and
part of the property used as a staging area. Fences also were knocked down and irrigation lines flattened by equipment.

Please turn to page 2, see
FIRE

Country inn gets nod
from Regional District
BY LESLIE PLASKETT

The Regional District of the
Okanagan Similkameen (RDOS) gave
the go ahead last Thursday for a
10-unit ‘country inn’ to be built at Bur-
rowing Owl Vineyards. Considered a
first for Areas ‘C’ and ‘A’, and possi-
bly for the whole valley, the inn is be-
ing touted by Area ‘C’ Advisory
Planning Commission (APC) member
Jessica Murphy as “as big a story in its
own way for agritourism as Asolo,”
(the wine village proposed for con-

struction on the Covert Farm property
north of Oliver).
Opening up a new venture in

high-end tourism, Area ‘C’ director
Joe Cardoso says this type of develop-
ment will create more jobs, provide
more accommodation in the region and
give visitors the opportunity to explore
all aspects of country life and the sur-
rounding communities. He also points
out that “the design is very sensitive to
making a small footprint. The APC is
convinced that every effort has been
made toward conservation.”
Cardoso says the Oliver and District

Community Economic Development
Society (ODCEDS) set the stage, un-
der their Wine Capital of Canada ini-
tiative, to encourage this type of
development to move forward, and the
APC made the choice to have country
inns permissible.
Murphy also credits proponent Jim

Wyse (of Burrowing Owl Vineyards)
who got through to the initial powers
that be. “[He] did a lot of work toward
getting country inns accepted by the
Agricultural Land Commission- it is
now considered an OK farm use within
the ALR, something that was approved
just within the last year.”
Cardoso points out that there is a

10-hectare provision and other con-
straints placed on this type of facility,
“Country inns cannot have kitchen fa-
cilities in their suites and can have no
more than 10 rooms.” But he says, in
the case of the Burrowing Owl, “they
are going to offer deluxe suites and
other amenities that will raise the bar
for anyone else who wants to do this.”
Murphy is pleased not only with the

design but with the constraint Wyse

exercised in the process of drawing up
that design, “What I really like about
his plans is that he did not try to push
for more than what was allowed – it is
helpful when a developer plays by the
rules.” She says that it was an impor-
tant precedent to set because “it allows
the people who are approving develop-
ments to say ‘it worked here’.”
“It’s a really beautiful concept – it is

going to be a country inn that the area
can really be proud of.” And it is sig-
nificant for the community, she feels,
because this type of accommodation is
not sought after by travellers just look-
ing for overnight stop. “It will be 10
rooms for people with reservations – I
see it being used possibly for executive
weekends.” But regardless, she be-
lieves the clientele will be
“well-heeled individuals” who will be
shopping in the area, visiting wineries,
art galleries and the like. Ultimately
she says if they like their experience
“not only will they be coming back
they will be bringing their friends.”
Cardoso agrees, “From our point of

view, allowing country inns is where
we want to go with providing
agritourism opportunities, and this par-
ticular inn sets an example, sets the bar
very high, for those who want to fol-
low.”
And he believes that others will fol-

low in the near future.
Murphy also sees the potential for

other inns to be developed in the area,
and while she sees this as positive she
cautions that every effort must bemade
to avoid the central paradox of losing
the very thing that attracts people here
in the first place. “A capacity study
needs to be done, very badly and very
soon, to tell us what our tourism capac-
ity is. We know we need tourism to
partner with agriculture, and we know
people are coming because of the
‘ruralness’ that is the Oliver area, but
we don’t want so many people coming
that it ruins the very qualities they are
coming to see.”
She believes that an approval grid

with a point systemmay help in this re-
gard, where points are allocated for
different qualities that set certain loca-
tions apart and eliminate crowding or
duplication. But that said her sense of
what the market and agricultural ambi-
ence can bear is about 10 such country
inns. There are others coming behind
Jim Wyse and the Burrowing Owl,
Murphy says, and it is exciting because
he has set such high standards for oth-
ers to follow, “if they follow the mea-
sure he has set, then we are never going
to have to go anywhere to enjoy the
best.”

RCMP amalgamation not exactly the ticket
BY LESLIE PLASKETT

A letter submitted to Oliver Town
Council by Village of Keremeos CAO
Bob Lafleur has garnered strong support
from Councillor Pat Hampson. Ori-
ginally written to Okanagan-Shuswap
MP Darrel Stinson, La Fleur’s letter
states the community’s dissatisfaction
with the recent administrative amalgam-
ation of the three RCMP detachments
that serve Oliver, Osoyoos and
Keremeos.
And at Monday night’s open council

meeting, Hampson agreed that this sys-
tem is not working, stating “we must
keep our finger on the pulse of this.”
Prefacing his remarks with a statement
absolving the officers of any blame,

Leslie Plaskett/Oliver Chronicle

“they work very hard to do what they
do,” he went on to say that cutbacks over
the past few years have caused an “ero-
sion of the quality of life” for residents.
Labelling the system as one that perpe-
trates revolving door justice, he said the
recurring themes of too few members, a
lack of familiarity and a reduction of
availability are the result of the amal-
gamation.
Referring to the letter, Hampson said

that one of the points it made and one
that merits attention is the fact that
“amalgamation is not necessarily the an-
swer, and it doesn’t work. In many cases
it is a failure and costs more, according
to this gentleman (Lafleur).”
Reminding Council that the day will

come when communities have to foot
part of the bill, or if over 5,000, all of it,
he asked “will we be paying for some-
thing that is diminishing in availability?
We’ve got to be prepared and start look-
ing at some alternatives. I don’t know
what those alternatives are but we have
to be concerned about the community,
we have to be concerned about the resi-
dents being safe walking the streets at
night. And I am not 100 per cent con-

vinced that all of us feel safe.”
Lafleur, a former member of the

RCMP, said that while the community
had no complaints so far regarding the
“centralization of police administration
….our police presence has dropped sig-
nificantly.” As well, he points out that
“We have members from other commu-
nities patrolling ours who neither know

the town or its citizens, and response
time has risen to a point where we are
writing the Commission and arranging
meetings with the Inspector in charge of
the Okanagan region.”
Citing two specific examples of slow

response times, he also draws attention
to the period of time during which his
community has no coverage: “between
five and nine,” saying that this is “cer-
tainly not an increase in police service or

presence.”
Faulting the Commission for assum-

ing 24-hour coverage is adequate when
often one patrol car covers Oliver,
Osoyoos and Keremeos, he also feels the
loss of officers “who knew the town and
its people” as critical.
Unfortunately, it is not just Council

members and citizens that have noticed
the difference, Lafleur points out. “The
criminal element is very aware of when
there is no local coverage. Crime, espe-
cially vandalism, has jumped since this
initiative was activated.”
He goes on to say unequivocally,

“This program will not and has not been
cost effective. There will be an increase
in crime not a decrease, a decrease in ef-
ficiency, less police presence and ser-
vice, an increase in the cost of travel for
members, and the cost of ICBC and in-
surance claims [plus] the court and
RCMP time and costs will increase.” He
also observes that if the police are in
court they are not on the street.
To say it galls him that small town BC

will have to pay for this “lack of police

Agricultural Area Plan
meeting slated next week
BY WENDY JOHNSON

A meeting slated for January 21 will
be highlighted by an ambitious agenda
and informative speakers. An offshoot of
last September’s rural strategic planning
session that sought to determine the role
and direction of the rural area in eco-
nomic development, this meeting will at-
tempt to define the composition and
parameters of an Agricultural Area Plan
(AAP) and an Agricultural Advisory
Committee (AAC).
That day-long meeting created a docu-

ment called the Rural Oliver Determina-
tion—one that was heavy with promise
and unfinished work, but one that gave a
clear direction to follow nevertheless.
Now it is time to finesse a few of the

points; take on the outstanding issues
and resolve them, or at least form the ba-
sis of a resolution.
“We realize the plan really needs to be

done so the area director can deal with
development applications in a comfort-
able frame of mind, knowing the com-
munity has directed how they want the
agricultural sector of the economy to un-
fold,” said economic development offi-
cer, Patrick Deakin. “It will also give
direction to the Oliver and District Com-
munity Economic Development Society
in its work.”
The two-hour meeting will be held at

the Southwind Inn, beginning at 7 p.m.
and everyone who is interested is invited
to attend. Deakin is looking for a good
turnout from the agricultural commu-
nity, including those who do business in
the rural area.
“We will have Carl Withler from the

Ministry of Agriculture and a representa-
tive from the RDOS Planning Depart-
ment. We hope to have Martin Collins
from the Agricultural Land Commission
on hand as well.”
After a short recap of the requirements

of an AAP and why it has to be done, the
session will identify what components
need to be written; establish the terms of

reference for the components; and iden-
tify the information requirements that
people are aware of immediately. It is
hoped that those who attend will volun-
teer to become a member of a group that
will address one of the component parts
and report back at a later date.
Organizers are also looking forward to

some feedback on their Development
Assessment Model, which ODCEDS
chair JessicaMurphy developed after the
September meeting. Fashioned like an
immigration-style grid to evaluate the
business applications coming forward to
open in the rural area, its use would as-
sess possible businesses on their ability
to be a positive influence on the rural
area, should they be allowed to operate
there.
“We sent our model out for feedback

to a number of planners in agricultural
areas across the province and have had
lots of response—very strong feedback
both ways. Some said it was the best idea
they had ever seen, while others said it
was a huge mistake.”
Deakin said he would make those doc-

uments available prior to the meeting.
In response to those who ask why the

rural area has to change at all, he replies,
“We believe that in order for the commu-
nity to continue to survive and prosper
we are going to have to encourage some
new approaches to agriculture—whether
it is through agritourism or niche market
development.”
As for the makeup of the AAC, that

hasn’t been determined yet and he ex-
pects much more discussion on the issue
come the 21st. It is possible the members
of the Advisory Planning Committee
will take on the role, or the meeting may
see other approaches put forth.
Those who wish to attend the session

are asked to register their intentions so
organizers can distribute discussion doc-
uments prior to the evening session.
Phone 498-8284; fax 498-8287 or
e-mail:
admin@winecapitalofcanada.com

On hold for now
Once the fruit season begins again these rows of bins won’t be around in such large quantities. The Oliver Co-op has

over 50,000 bins, most of which are stored at their facility here in Oliver. Keremeos and Osoyoos handle the overflow.

“From our point of view, al-

lowing country inns is where

we want to go with providing

agritourism opportunities...”

Joe Cardoso

Please turn to page 2, see
AMALGAMATION

Asolo is
moving
forward to
next stage
BY LESLIE PLASKETT

After the Vancouver Sun featured
Asolo Development Corporation’s plans
for il villaggio d’Asolo this past week-
end, the dream of a wine village set on
the hillside stage of Covert Farms must
seem like it is edging closer to reality for
CEO Bruce Fuller.
There are, however, still many steps to

take toward fulfillment but Fuller says
the organization has some top-rate talent
filling the shoes required to move the
project forward. Already in place are the
architects and urban planners from the
firm Hubert Group International, as well
as Asolo vice president of development,
Bill Oliver, and engineering vice presi-
dent Art Rogers. A new facilitator/pro-
ject manager will join this group of
experts, Fuller said in an interview last
Friday. His job will include directing all
work to complete the master planning,
travelling with Fuller “to act as a liaison
with the approving authorities to obtain
the necessary approvals, and to prepare
the presentation packaging for all financ-
ing submissions.”
Asked if Agricultural Land Commis-

sion (ALC) approval had been sought
out or received regarding the property’s
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) status,
he said that the new member of their
teamwould bring invaluable expertise to
the process, but they had not yet ap-

Please turn to page 2, see
ASOLO

“...we have to be concerned

about the residents being safe

walking the streets at night.”

Pat Hampson
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Good writing set these winners 
apart. Many entrants demonstrated 
research initiative yet the writing 
was sloppy to bland, resulting in 
a marked decline in the quality of 
entries this year. Several entries dealt 
with public issues but the voice of the 
citizen affected was not included. The 
investigative work of the majority of 
entrants did not delve beyond obvi-
ous sources.

Carly Foster’s first place work was 
an exception. Oshawa (ON) This 
Week reporter demonstrated initia-
tive by producing lively thoroughly 
researched human interest stories 
on topics of development, transit 
and water filtration that have bogged 
other journalists down in a quagmire 
of dull facts. Her stories edged out 
the competition by having the highest 
level of local relevance.

Peterborough (ON) This Week re-
porter Lance Anderson’s exceptional 
writing wins him second place. He 
demonstrated initiative by develop-
ing a series about domestic abuse that 
did not stem from a high profile case 
of press release but rather old fash-

ioned beat work. He started by asking 
question of routine contacts but then 
sought out the voices of all those 
affected by the issue and created an 
excellent series.

Sandra Thomas of the Vancou-
ver (BC) Courier takes third for an 
extraordinary story about how lows 
governing the sex trade put women at 
risk. Thomas did a records search and 
questioned police and city officials, 
but did not get answered until her 
visit to a pornographic theatre proved 
hookers were turning tricks in the 
balcony. She demonstrated not just 
initiative but courage in pursuing this 
exclusive story.

Honourable mention goes to Dan 
Ovsey, reporting for the Rocky Moun-
tain Outlook in Alberta, for a well-ex-
ecuted series on transient workers.
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By Carly Foster

DURHAM — He said the water was liquid
poison.

His name was Roy and he stood in Dianne
Smith’s* kitchen and said there were more
chemicals in her Oshawa tap water than in
the cigarette her husband was smoking.

When Mrs. Smith refused to buy the $3,000
system that Roy said would distil her water
and kill 99 per cent of the “somethings” in the
“liquid poison” coming from her faucet, he
made a phone call.

“Get me some people who are really con-
cerned about their health,” Mrs. Smith heard
him say loudly into the receiver.

The president of Glacier, Phil Bourjeaurd,
calls the liquid poison reference his salesper-
son made a “metaphor.”

“I think that’s a little harsh,” he said in a
phone interview. “They (salespeople) should
just take it easy...(with) the liquid poison.
Although I personally think that’s what it is,
they shouldn’t be going around saying that.”

Mrs. Smith is one of the almost 100 people
who have called the Region of Durham works
department and water billing line to com-
plain about Glacier, which recently opened a
store in Oshawa.

“Residents complained about the sales
tactics and scare information they (Glacier)
were conveying,” said Lloyd Murray, technical
support manager for the works department,
who got a call from Glacier and had the test
done in his own house.

“They’re calling homes advising there’s a
need to get water tested...(when) there is
absolutely no need. And the tests they do...are
of no value whatsoever in determining
whether your water is safe.”

Mr. Bourjeaurd called Glacier’s product
“outstanding” and said the company is trying
to provide a needed service.

“All we’re trying to do is educate people
about healthier lifestyle and the alternatives
on how they can help prevent future health
problems by drinking distilled water,” he said.

But part of that “education” includes
claims that drinking Durham’s chlorinated
water will kill you and that water-treatment
plants bring in pure urine and feces. These
assertions are accompanied by one test some
experts call “deceptive.”

I called Glacier and had Roy give me a
sales demonstration. Here’s how it went:

Three glasses of tap, bottled and distilled
water were lined up. Using a digital ther-
mometer and a plastic stick with a light on
top, the total dissolved solids and the conduc-
tivity of the water were measured.

Roy then mixed yellow food colouring and
tiny black sprinkles in a glass of water to illus-
trate the urine and feces my local water-treat-
ment plant was allegedly processing. The
sprinkles turned out be chocolate shavings,
though Roy didn’t indicate that when he did
his demonstration.

“If we...each take a shot of bleach, we die

instantly,” Roy said, mixing chlorine in the
water to remove the yellow dye. “If we take a
shot of bleach and add it to the water, we just
die slowly.

“Either way, we die.”
Health Canada recognizes more studies

need to be done on the long-term effects of
high-level exposure to chlorine, but says “cur-
rent scientific data shows that the benefits of
chlorinating our drinking water (less disease)
are much greater than any health risks.”

Roy then put a four-pronged metal elec-
tronic device called a precipitator into the tap
and bottled water. He said it would “undis-
solve” the solids in the water.

After a few minutes, the tap water turned a
rusty orange colour, while the bottled water
went a blackish-brown. Both were filled with
hundreds of small chunks.

But the precipitator is what makes water
dirty, said the Ministry of the Environment
and the Association of the Chemical Profes-
sion of Ontario in a ‘Toronto Star’ article.

The electrodes - or the metal prongs -
actually rust and cause the dirt, tests found.
The ministry called the tool “deceptive.” 

“I don’t think it is deceptive (and) if they
think it is...everyone’s (got a) right to their
own freedom of speech,” Mr. Bourjeaurd said.
“All we’re doing with the precipitator is show-
ing there’s dissolved solids.”

Roy went on to list the various carcinogens
in our water: arsenic, barium, lead, uranium,
mercury and others.

Yet substances such as arsenic and lead
are naturally present in our environment, said
Health Canada, and people are exposed to
very, very low levels.

Roy also said the Region only tests water
once a year and that he had to “fight” to get
copies of the water-quality reports.

Yet Durham water is tested daily, quarterly
and yearly, and the test results are well below
what the Province allows for safe consump-
tion.

The reports are available free to anyone,
and are posted online, the Region said.

“Durham Region water is safe. All testing
results indicate that,” said Jurgen Mirsch, the
superintendent of the York-Durham environ-
mental water lab. “It’s monitored 24/7 for
chlorine and has daily checks for water quali-
ty.”

Roy also claimed fluoride was recently
taken out of children’s toothpaste because he
claimed it causes cancer, yet the Canadian
Dental Association says there is no scientific
link between fluoride and cancer.

Some companies have removed fluoride
because children have a tendency to swallow
toothpaste, and too much fluoride can lead to
a non-life-threatening disease called fluoro-
sis, which can cause a discolouration of tooth
enamel.

Roy’s claims were allegedly backed up by a
binder of reports he said were from a televi-
sion show and Health Canada. One was a
reported experiment that said chickens died

of hardened arteries after drinking municipal
water.

Glacier is not a member of the Water Qual-
ity Association, despite the glossy flyer being
distributed with WQA’s logo stating so. The
matter has been forwarded to WQA’s legal
counsel, said Mark Rowzee director of educa-
tion at the WQA. Mr. Rowzee also deals with
ethics at WQA, a not-for-profit organization,
that represents companies that sell water
treatment products.

“I’m not concerned about that,” Mr. Bour-
jeaurd said, adding the company “thought we
(were) a member” and is in the process of try-
ing to get “reinstated.”

The flyer also reads “As seen on Oprah” - a
statement a spokesman at Oprah Winfrey’s
Harpo Productions said is not permitted.

Mr. Bourjeaurd said the statement was
referring to a doctor who has endorsed Glaci-
er and has been on the show. He said he had-
n’t seen the flyers, though the Oshawa store
manager said they came from the manufac-
turer and head office in Newmarket, where
Mr. Bourjeaurd is based.

The presentation left Mark (73) and Julie

(68) Jones* of north Oshawa disgusted.
“I’m a little angry inside that they’re trying

to pull a fast one,” Mr. Jones said. “It’s a scare
tactic to scare people into investing in this
when they can’t afford it and don’t need it.”

Mrs. Smith agreed.
“If the same amount of pressure was put

on a senior, they’re (Glacier) is going to terrify
them,” she said, adding she asked four times
if the person was selling something and was
repeatedly told no. “Someone comes in and
says poison again and again, how many time
before you start to believe it?”

Mr. Bourjeaurd said Glacier employees
would never misrepresent themselves, and
those who may have made “liquid poison”
references would be reprimanded.

“They’re proud of who they work for and
what they’re selling and what they do for peo-
ple,” he said.

In a subsequent conversation, he asked
why ‘This Week’ was questioning him, when
the Oshawa office of Glacier was “just a deal-
er.”

*names have been changed

Water pressure
high in Durham

Bradley Mason photo

Is distilled water good for you? Here’s what the two sides say:

Glacier Water
• distilled water is the purest and healthiest option for human consumption;

Health Canada, Ontario’s Ministry of the Environment
• distilled water, because it’s been boiled, is devoid of any nutritional value;
• there’s no health benefit that science can support, but there’s no immediate danger;
• the human body needs the minerals and salts found in normal water, although they can also be
found in food;
• distilled water is not recommended for babies, because they could suffer from its lack of mineral
nutrients.

Glacier’s storefront is at 333 King St. W. in Oshawa. The Region of Durham has received
almost 100 calls about the company, which uses a water test experts have called deceptive.

BEST NATIONAL EDITORIAL CLASS 2061

Tom MacDougall, Castor (AB) Advance 
Lucien Chouinard, Lumsden (SK) 
Waterfront Press (The New) 
Keri Dalman, Humboldt (SK) Journal 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Unfortunately, upwards of a dozen 
entries had to be disqualified for not 
meeting the simple criterion of being 
national. Nonetheless, the remainder 
made choosing the top three difficult.

Tom MacDougall starts with out-
rage and slowly builds a compelling 
call for reason and common sense. 
He takes on political correctness gone 
too far and wins.

Lucien Chouinard found a novel 
and powerful way to thank Canada’s 
war veterans and remind the rest of 
us what we owe. A familiar idea but 
presented originally.

Keri Dalman lost some points for 
not making any real argument, but 
the humour and truth of her entry are 
irresistible.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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I
t’s a news item that’s enough to
make you look twice.

Headlined Going to extremes
to fight sexual harassment … in
kindergarten ,  the CanWest

News story appeared in newspapers
across the country last week. 

It relates the experience of a mom
from Toronto who received a letter
warning that her son would be sus-
pended from school for sexual harass-
ment if he didn’t  stop his
spontaneous displays of affec-
tion.

He’s five. 
And in kindergarten.
He’d give his schoolmates

a hug or a kiss to express his
caring, probably similar to the
way his parents communicate
their love and affection for
him at home. But the young
boy’s school has a blanket
policy as part of a provincial
push to make schools free
from violence and harass-
ment. Under that blanket, his
behaviour is deemed inappro-
priate.

It’s just one more example
of why blanket zero tolerance
policies tend to make matters
worse instead of better.

In our rush to deal with a
legitimate problem, we’ve
opted for the path of least
resistance, and least thought.
Sexual harassment is a seri-
ous issue, in the classroom
and in the workplace. When it
occurs, wherever it occurs,
every step possible needs to
be taken to bring an end to
the action. 

It’s even better if proactive
steps can be taken to prevent
the incidents from occurring
in the first place. Hence the
reason workplaces from coast
to coast have enacted codes
of conduct of one form or
another. Several provinces, inclusing
Alberta, have adopted harassment
guidelines for the workplace. A similar
guideline in Ontario is probably what

the school’s zero tolerance policy is
trying to get at. 

Unfortunately, it fails miserably.
Being proactive means teaching

kids appropriate behaviour. Teaching
them that not everyone wants a hug or
a kiss, and to listen to what their peers
are saying. Making sure they under-
stand that sometimes a touch or a
comment can be hurtful and unwel-
come. And you can do that without

telling kids they have to
close themselves off from
the world.

What the Toronto school’s
zero tolerance policy does is
discourage simple compas-
sion and encourage distance.
By telling kids all touching
is improper, those same kids
will never learn to console a
friend hurt on the play-
ground, express empathy for
a classmate whose grandfa-
ther or puppy or goldfish has
just died. Instead, you
encourage them to close off
and deal with the world in a
cold and calculated manner.

Young children are not
adults, a fact many of us too
rapidly forget. Sometimes
they react inappropriately,
and contact can get out of
hand. But more often,
they’re simply acting their
age.

Zero tolerance is a black
and white issue, and does
not make any allowance for
the fact kids are grey. They
are maleable sponges who
learn by the examples we set
for them. When that example
communicates a tough love
philosophy that says all
touch is wrong, we gradually
beat their maleability and
compassion out of them,
hardening them to the world.

And in the long run, that’s
going to give us more problems than a
few hugs and kisses in a kindergarten
class.

—TMac

Kids’behaviour is not
black and white

60 years ago...
Nearly $1,000,000 was

collected by the provincial
government in gasoline
tax for the first three
months of the present fis-
cal year ended June 30,
according to information
received by the Alberta
Motor Association. 

This total was
$142,000 more than what
was received from this
source in the similar peri-
od of the previous year.

40 years ago...
The County Council

held an interview with
Jack Longstaff of Germain
Construction of Red Deer.
The problem of bus
repairs and maintenance
was briefly discussed, but
no action was taken. Plans
and prospects for a new
shop and repair building
was presented for consid-
eration.

30 years ago...
Stan Collier said 15

pilots navigated their air-
craft to Castor to attend
the breakfast. The planes
came from Stettler,
Lacombe, Hartfordfield in
Edmonton, Springbank,
Sherwood Park,
Edmonton, Winterburn,
Athabasca, Consort,
Brooks, and two from

Wetaskiwin. Thirty people
arrived by plane, 167 peo-
ple registered for the
breakfast although many
more people actually par-
ticipated.

20 years ago...
A group of members

known as the Alliance and
District Museum Society,
have received a $8,244
grant from the New
Horizons program of
Health and Welfare
Canada to help them
establish and operate a
museum.

The Museum Society,
which has a membership
of 35, will use the grant to
renovate and prepare show
cases and displays and
create a promotions
brochure.

10 years ago...
Parents who spank their

children are not child
abusers, says a Reform
MP who has taken excep-
tion to a federal review of
the law that allows such
punishment.

“I believe parents
should be able to disci-
pline their children in a
loving, caring manner,”
said Garry Breitkreuz,
Saskatchewan MP for the
Yorkton-Melville riding.

Federal justice minister
Allan Rock confirmed in
the House of Commons
this summer that his
department is reviewing
the law allowing parents
to use reasonable physical
force to correct their chil-
dren’s behavior.

1 year ago...
A representative from

Xplornet High Speed
Internet was present at
Monday’s town council
meeting, to try to convince
council to go with the
Xplornet service in Castor.

Ed Griffiths of
Coronation appeared as a
delegate at the meeting
and gave about a one hour
presentation to council on
what Xplornet can offer.

Council has already
committed to looking at a
business plan by one of
Xplornet’s competitors,
Wild Rose. But council
hasn’t made a final deci-
sion yet on what, if any,
high speed internet service
it will choose for the
town.

A LOOK
BACK

by Melanie Robertson

• This week’s opinion ...

The CASTOR ADVANCE welcomes letters to the editor, especially those
dealing with local issues. 
Letters should be a maximum of 500 words in length and must
have the writer’s signature over a printed name, along with the
writer’s address and telephone number. 
Send your letter to: 
The Editor, Castor Advance, Box 120,  Castor, AB, T0C 0X0.
Fax: 882-2010.  Email: tmac_ed@telus.net

Letters to

The
Editor

Gas tax tops $1 million
Tom MacDougall

Zero
tolerance is
a black and

white issue,
and does not

make any
allowance for

the fact kids
are grey.
They are
maleable

sponges who
learn by the

examples we
set for them.

Sponsored by MCNA
CHARLES HAWKINS MEMORIAL TROPHY
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Thomas Winterhoff, Saanich (BC) News 
Sean McCann, Red Deer (AB) Red Deer 
Express 
Christopher Foulds, Abbotsford (BC) News 

1.
2.

3.

Thirty years ago, a wise old city 
editor with The Evening Times-Globe 
newspaper in Saint John, NB, gave 
this rookie-fresh-from-high-school-
reporter some advice. He said the 
only thing he wanted me to remem-
ber was that I was writing for the av-
erage Joe-on-the-Street who wanted a 
newspaper he could read and under-
stand, free from $10 words.

I think that same rule of thumb 
can still be applied to everything from 
news stories to features and most 
importantly, to editorials.

Editorials contain important mes-
sages that should make people sit up, 
take notice and better yet, take action. 
But first, people have to read the 
editorial.

You will lose your readers after the 
first two paragraphs because of your 
enthusiasm for an overabundance of 
facts and figures or your belief that 
“highfalutin” words convey your mes-
sage better. Many of the entries in this 
category were structured that way.

I chose the winning editorial 
because it “spoke to me” as I’m sure it 
did to others. 

The editor relayed his message in a 
way everyone could understand. His 
arguments were presented in a way 
that would perhaps make a reader 
respond with an involuntary, “Yeah, 
that’s right!” which in turn might en-
courage his or her spouse to look up 
from their portion of the paper and 
say, “What’s that, dear?” Conversa-
tion and discussion might then ensue. 
Simple, effective, award winning.

Don’t be afraid to keep it simple. 
Be passionate, but don’t go over-
board with flowery words, or the use 
of phrases or names of people most 
readers are unfamiliar with. Yes, part 
of our duty as newspaper people is to 
educate the public. But first we have 
to get them hooked on reading us and 
then slip in that new knowledge a bit 
at a time and in words that they can 
understand.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST LOCAL EDITORIAL CLASS 2071

Susan Belliveau, Springhill/Parrsboro (NS) 
Record 
Cathy Carnahan, Miramichi (NB) Leader 
Bruce Froude, Port Perry (ON) Star 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation up to 9,999

The submissions for Best Local 
Editorial in this circulation class can be 
divided into two groups: excellent and 
almost excellent. The breadth and depth 
of topics, from native hunting rights 
to drug tests in local schools, and the 
clearly stated and hard-hitting opinions 
expressed, made judging this category 
very difficult. Appallingly, so many 
small-town editors are dealing with 
local elected officials refusing to release 
clearly public information to the public, 
that one despairs at the state of democ-
racy at even its lowest levels.

From that huge pile of excellence, 
three clear winners emerged, with 
Susan Belliveau of the Springhill/Parrs-
boro (NS) Record in first place with “An 
Exercise in Stupidity? The editorial, an 
outstanding example of why advocacy 
journalism is still extremely relevant in 
this day and age, concisely summarizes 
the ongoing saga of the newspaper’s 
attempts to hold the local council 
accountable for releasing financial 
information to the public, resulting in 
the town pulling its advertising and the 
paper successfully launching a Freedom 
of Information challenge. The edito-

rial left no doubt as to where the paper 
stood and how it was acting on behalf 
of the readers. It was accompanied by 
an articulate plea to the community 
to engage and let their elected officials 
know where they stood, and the land-
slide of resulting mail forced the council 
to finally relinquish the information. 
Well done!

Second place went to Cathy Carna-
han of the Miramichi (NB) Leader for 
an editorial that was highly critical of 
local health authorities for cutting local 
hospital beds and then congratulating 
themselves on having succeeded in 
meeting their goals. Putting a personal 
face on the impact with the story of a 
local woman sent home from the hospi-
tal the day after a mastectomy, it evoked 
anger and outrage even from someone 
not directly involved in the issue.

Bruce Froude’s third-place entry, 
from the Port Perry (ON) Star (former-
ly This Week), called to task the behav-
iour and actions of the municipality’s 
CAO in a personality conflict with the 
new mayor, handling a delicate issue 
with panache, fortitude and precisely 
chosen words.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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The Federal election
campaign is gearing up
for a heck of a race.

With election day on
June 28, the candidates
are taking every opportu-
nity to schmooze with
potential supporters and
rightly so.

This is a race that’s
likely to depend on a lot
of leg work, after all
since the sponsorship
scandal broke, all politi-
cal parties are taking
extra care to watch
where their advertising
dollars are going.

These tigher ad budg-
ets are restricting the
visibility of the candi-
dates, and that means
anyone not willing to get
out on the campaign trail
may get left in the dust.

In Cumberland
County, the three main
contenders are the
Conservative’s Bill
Casey, the Liberal’s
Dianne Brushett, both
former MPs, and the
NDP’s Margaret Sagar.

The three face their
share of stumbling
blocks in this race,
although mostly with
their party leaders.

Casey, the current MP,
must work out the disil-
lusionment some of his
party supporters feel
over the merger of the
Alliance and Progressive
Conservative parties. He
also faces the perception
that his leader, Stephen
Harper, is anti-Atlantic
Canada. However,
Casey’s active role in
issues like geographical-
ly discriminatory hiring
practices by the federal
government and Middle
East peace negotiations
have given him a fairly
high profile and that can
only win votes.

Dianne Brushett, who
previously served as an
MP in this riding can
also count on a high pro-
file history of action in
areas of infrastructure
and income tax reform,

in particular her efforts
to see mechanics able to
deduct tool expenses. Her
potential downfall is the
fact that her government
has been in office for sev-
eral terms possibly cre-
ates the perception that
it’s time for a change, and
Paul Martin has not yet
proven himself as deci-
sive as his predecessor.

Margaret Sagar has
no notable experience to
bank on, but strongly in
her favor will be the pre-
viously mentioned poten-
tial downfalls of her
opponents’ parties.
However, that favor could
depend heavily on how
much the voters remem-
ber of the NDP’s leader-
ship in Western Canada
and Ontario.

Regardless of the out-
come, however, the race
itself promises high
entertainment value.
Good luck to all the can-
didates, but mostly to the
electorate.

With  Susan Belliveau

Don’t shoot Don’t shoot 
the messenger!the messenger!

And they’re off!

An exercise in stupidity?
Despite the Town of

Springhill’s claims that the
disclosure of a financial
settlement it made last
year would cause harm to
its financial and economic
interests, the province
doesn’t see it that way. It is
recommending the town
release a document detail-
ing the Newco settlement.

The NS Freedom of
Information and Protection
of Privacy review board’s
decision was the result of
an FOI application The
Record’s assistant editor,
Christopher Gooding ini-
tially filed with the town last
fall.

After a lengthy delay
during which The Record
had to re-submit its appli-
cation, the town rejected

the FOI in December.
In its explanation of how

the disclosure could cause
financial harm, the town
indicated the information
could lead to subsequent
lawsuits from others who
had submitted bids.
However, in it’s June 9
decision the  review board
determined that since the
statue of limitations on
such lawsuits is one year,
and the lawsuit had arisen
from a 2001 call for tenders
and the subsequent settle-
ment was in April 2003, this
particular concern was a
non-issue.

The town also claimed
solicitor-client privilege and
protection of personal pri-
vacy as reasons to deny
the FOI application. Again,

the board determined
these concerns were not
valid enough to override
the taxpayers’ right to dis-
closure.

The Newco settlement
came about after a tender
call was made for the new

arena. Newco’s bid was the
lowest but was rejected by
the town, and as a result
the company filed a law-
suit. The town settled out of
court last spring but
refused to release details
of the amount, leading The
Record to submit its FOI
application.

After delaying the FOI
process for three months,
despite the 30-day time
limit laid out by the
province, the town rejected
the application. However,
The Record appealed the
town’s decision, and ulti-

mately, after a mediation
process, the province sided
with the paper and recom-
mended the town release a
document containing
details of the settlement
including the amount.

So now the town has  30
days to release the infor-
mation, and if it doesn’t the

case could proceed to
Supreme Court. The ques-
tion is: How many more tax
dollars is the town willing to
spend to keep Springhill
taxpayers from learning
how much was paid to
Newco? 

The town’s actions on
this issue have left many
wondering if this is a  bla-
tant attempt to avoid
accountability or simply an
exercise in stupidity.

Whatever the town is
playing at, it’s without
question a  vicious slap to
the face of the voters who
trusted these people not
only to be financially
responsible, but also to
treat the community with
the dignity and respect due
it.

Causing money to be
spent unnecessarily and
then attempting to avoid
responsibility by refusing to
disclose the details is cer-
tainly not respectful. The
only thing less so would be
to continue stonewalling
until after the election.

The voters of Springhill
are not stupid; they are cer-
tainly perceptive enough to
see through any smoke-
screen this council can
manufacture.

Come October’s elec-
tion, woe be to any council
member who is perceived
to have supported with-
holding the details of the
Newco settlement either
through intentional decep-
tion or ambivalence.

Susan Belliveau

Editorial

Dear Editor:

In response to Mrs.
Boss’ letter last week; the
fact is that we have a
growing problem with
arson, and petty crime
here. The kids need some-
thing to do; they have
nothing here.

We totally agree! At no
time have we expressed a
desire for the skateboard
park to close! But rather
asked how we could make
both the skateboard park
and our quiet residential
neighbourhood cohabi-
tate together, resulting in
a safe, secure place for res-

idents and skateboarders.
When speaking with Jean
Dickson, I was never neg-
ative but rather voiced
concerns and offered sev-
eral solutions.

A meeting is planned
so the residents can speak
with the serious skate-
boarders, their families
and the committee on
ways we can help in cor-
recting any problems. We
firmly believe that the
skateboarders are not
responsible for all of the
problems but the park is a
contributing inducement.
We must take construc-
tive steps; this meeting is

only a small start.
Working with the

skateboarders on making
a distinct separation of
them and the troublemak-
ers, will make the policing
of hoodlums much easier
for our officers. One step
we are taking is a petition
supporting the police in
hiring a bike patrol for the
summer such as the one
we had two years ago.

I truly hope that when
my grandchildren visit
they may enjoy the skate-
board park and be safe
playing in our neighbour-
hood.

Tammy Stewart

Local kids do need 
something to do

Leisure Services asks for
info on park vandalism
Dear Editor:

I am writing to you on
behalf of the Springhill
Leisure Services
Committee. We would like
to express our disappoint-
ment in response to the
recent acts of vandalism
that have occurred in the
Lion’s Park over the last

few weeks.
The Leisure Services

Committee is working very
hard to assist the Town’s
residence by offering vari-
ous recration and leisure
opportunities and it is very
unfortunate that our facili-
ties are being destroyed. If
anyone has any informa-
tion on the recent vandal-

ism or any ideas on how to
assist the department on
preventing these problems,
please let us know.

Sincerely,
Kara Scott

for John Henderson,
Chairman,

Springhill Leisure
Services

BEST NATIONAL EDITORIAL CLASS 2062
Circulation 10,000 and over
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CLASS 2072

Alan Shackleton, Scarborough (ON) Mirror 
Andrew Holota, Surrey/North Delta (BC) 
Leader 
Steve Bartlett, St. John’s (NL) The Express 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

Alan Shackleton, editor of the 
Scarborough (ON) Mirror and first-
place winner, has turned out a model 
editorial. Using short sentences and 
simple, everyday words, Shackleton 
talks directly to the reader–and to the 
no-show federal election candidates 
who earned his scorn. It’s too bad more 
editorialists can’t learn how to write like 
Alan Shackleton.

In second place is “Gary Robinson: 
The next choice is his,” by Andrew 
Holota, editor of the Surrey/North Delta 
(BC) Leader. In it, Holota raises serious 
questions about how the media covered 
a once-prominent municipal politician 
whose career was destroyed by cocaine 
addiction. It’s an honest, gutsy piece of 
work. 

In third place is Steve Bartlett, who 
lambastes the Royal Newfoundland 
Constabulary for severing relations with 
his newspaper, The Express, of St. John’s, 
NL, simply because of a previous edito-
rial that criticized the RNC’s past hiring 
and training practices. Bartlett points 
out that when powerful institutions like 
the police try to intimidate newspapers, 
it’s the public who suffers the most.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

So, Ontarians are going to make the fed-
eral Liberals pay for a tax increase by the
provincial Liberals? 

Now, people, read this slowly. 
The provincial Conservatives’ partied

until Ontario was in debt $6.8 billion and
left the mess for the provincial Liberals
to deal with. At least the Liberals are
tackling the problem they inherited,
because the prior party did nothing. 

Let’s see, the Conservatives created
the debt, did nothing about it and now
feel themselves worthy of governing
nationally because of it – what a strate-
gy. 

Well, Ontarians are falling for it.
Impossible arrogance – think of for-

mer prime minister Brian Mulroney and
former premier Mike Harris.

Unreasonable debt – think of
Mulroney and Harris. 

People, who pulled us out of the eco-
nomic disaster of the last federal Tory
government? 

Well, it was Prime Minister Paul
Martin. 

Time to think, Ontarians.

Donald W. Walker 
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PUD By Steve Nease

David Suzuki is a well-known environ-
mentalist, but he doesn’t have magical
powers. With climate change and pollu-
tion, everyone living on this polluted
earth should do his or her part to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, especially
Canadians. 

Canada is the largest consumer of
energy and the second largest green-
house gas producer. 

My science assignment was to com-
plete as many of Suzuki’s nature chal-
lenges as possible. 

As a 15-year-old, I can’t do a lot of the
things on the list, such as purchasing a
more fuel-efficient vehicle, or buying a
home close to work/school. 

But I can do my part by turning appli-
ances and lights off when I’m not using
them, eating meat-free meals once a
week and spreading the word. 

EASY SOLUTIONS

Rather than getting a ride, walking
and biking are great alternatives to dri-
ving a car. Public transportation may be
rather slow and crowded at times, but on
the other hand, (here come the statistics)
one bus can replace 40 other vehicles and
save 70,000 litres of fuel. 

The rain also washes oils and gases
on the road into storm sewers that lead
to the lake, causing water pollution. 

What’s more, the air pollution gener-
ated by vehicles causes respiratory ill-
nesses and premature deaths. 

Summer is almost in full swing and
many will be using the trusty air condi-
tioner once again. 

To reduce energy usage, not to men-
tion your hydro bill, hang your laundry
on a clothesline in your backyard or bal-
cony and give the old dryer a rest. 

Water usage will also increase about
50 per cent due to lawn watering.
Decrease your level of water usage by
checking for leaks, taking shorter show-
ers, replacing old toilets with six-litre toi-
lets (Toronto’s residential toilet replace-
ment program) and staying informed
about water-saving devices. 

The City of Toronto will disconnect
your downspout for free (recycle your
rain program) and the rainwater can be
used to water lawns and wash cars. 

Try David Suzuki’s nature challenge
this summer and stay informed. 

Greta Chiu 

Idealism is a virtue possessed not only by
the young; it is gifted to all humans.  

Why will I support the Green Party in
this election? Because it relates to all rel-
evant aspects of our daily lives. 

The Green Party’s philosophy is based
on a local model. The 10 key values of the
party enshrine what we should all aspire
to.

I can see why the polls conducted in
various high schools throughout the
provinces usually end up with the Green
Party receiving 80 per cent or more of the
vote.  

Youth know the direction in which
the earth and humankind are heading. 

As their votes mature and gain wis-
dom, the demise of the old standard par-
ties will occur if they don’t start to
reflect the realities of life in the new
world.  

Our planet has limited resources;
once they are gone, it’s forever. We
should be using what we have left for
research into new technologies and new
ways of living. 

Each one of us must look at our use
and disposal of everything from water,
air, gas and oil, energies, forests, land,
housing, food, animals, fish and the list
goes on.

The Western world uses its resources
and those of others without much
thought or consideration. An unhealthy
planet cannot sustain life.  

Corporations and citizens of earth
must come together. The Green Party
actually cares about all of our planet and
us. Its approach to life is a holistic one.  

If you haven’t yet decided on what
party to vote, for give The Green Party a
good look (www.greenparty.ca).

It is worth considering. 
I know I have.

Irene Landry Sanderson

Voters urged
to think hard

Alternative
ways of voting

Do part for environment
LETTERS
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EDITORIAL

Respect
the voters

S
ome local residents were there, some
reporters were there, the organizer was there
and two of the five people running for office
in the riding were there. 

If that is what’s going to pass for democracy in
Scarborough during this federal election campaign,
we’re in a lot of trouble.

It was sad.
With good intentions, Toronto District School

Board Ward 21 Trustee Noah Ng (Scarborough-Rouge
River) organized an all-candidates debate for those
seeking the MP seat in his riding. 

As a school trustee, Ng wanted to put a focus on
education needs and offer local residents a chance to
hear more from those seeking their vote.

Only two of the five candidates invited bothered to
show up.

SLAP IN FACE

For the 40 or so residents who did attend, that’s a
slap in the face. On a larger scale it’s a slap in the face
to all the voters in Scarborough-Rouge River.

We’re not going to praise Conservative Tony
Backhurst or Independent Raymond Cho for attend-
ing Monday afternoon’s debate at Albert Campbell
Collegiate Institute. 

That’s their job. 
Note to Liberal incumbent Derek Lee, NDP candi-

date Fauzia Khan and Green Party candidate Kathryn
Holloway: It’s your job, too.

How on earth does anyone expect to be elected if
they don’t show up at all-candidates meetings in their
riding?

And if a candidate is not accessible to the voters
during an election campaign, what can be expected of
them once we pack them off to Ottawa.

Short of an accident, illness or personal tragedy, no
excuse for this is acceptable.

Ultimately, people can only be judged by their
actions and so far it’s a failing grade for Lee, Khan and
Holloway in Scarborough-Rouge River.

For all other candidates running in Scarborough
this election, we suggest you get your acts together
and quickly.

You are running for public office, attempting to
gain the public’s trust that you will be an honest and
hard-working representative for the residents of your
riding and their needs while serving as MP. 

You are seeking to earn a high salary, be given a
gigantic expense account and lock yourself into a pen-
sion for life supported by the Canadian taxpayer after
only a few short years in government.

You had better show us respect. 

FAX: 416-493-6190
E-MAIL:

letters@torontocommunitynews.com
BY MAIL:

Letter to the Editor
100 Tempo Ave.

Toronto, ON,  M2H 3S5
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BEST HISTORICAL STORY CLASS 2081

Barb Brouwer, Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 
Keri Dalman, Humboldt (SK) Journal 
Amanda Stephenson, Moosomin (SK) 
World-Spectator 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

You can almost feel beads of sweat 
forming on your forehead as you read 
the opening paragraphs of “Escape 
from the Nazis,” a first-place story 
that recreates a young teen’s terrify-
ing close call. Barb Brouwer of the 
Salmon Arm (BC) Observer uses 
solid reporting, keen imagination 
and a tenacious eye for detail to put 
the reader inside the skin of a 16-
year-old school boy who nearly got 
pinched by the SS while working with 
the underground Dutch resistance. 
One complaint: the story ends far too 
abruptly.

In “Celebrating a century: the 
Humboldt Journal”, second-place 
winner Keri Dalman takes on a 
daunting assignment setting the stage 
for the paper’s upcoming 100th anni-
versary by comparing the first edition 
with the most recent one, separated 
by 99 years. Dalman capably rises to 
the challenge through lively, au-
thoritative writing and an impressive 
knowledge of the subject at hand. 
The result is a fun, informative read 
that underlines the paper’s enduring 
relationship with this Saskatchewan 

community.
Amanda Stephenson’s “Former 

POW marches in Rocanville Cen-
tennial parade” tells the story of an 
84-year-old who survived the Dieppe 
raid but ended up behind enemy lines 
at a German POW camp. A weak 
opening paragraph hurt this entry 
(try to avoid quote leads), but good 
reporting, a compelling subject and 
the writer’s strong grasp of the facts 
helped push this story into third 
place. Stephenson creates a vivid 
portrait of how wartime experiences 
changed the course of a local man’s 
life.

The strongest contenders of the 
38 entries in this category knew how 
to tell a really good story, packed in 
relevant details, and provided con-
text. Weaker ones suffered from fuzzy 
execution and poor reporting. A story 
about a heritage building should, for 
instance, mention its age.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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LIFE & TIMES
F RO M  T H E

A R C H I V E S

1915
The tidy sum of $105.10
was netted by the patri-
otic concert and dance

held at Notch Hill, and this sum has
been forwarded to the Belgian Consul
at Montreal, to be put towards at the
Belgian Relief Fund. The residents of
Notch Hill, Sorrento, Blind Bay and
Celista are to be congratulated on
their efforts towards this most neces-
sary and worthwhile purpose. An open
meeting of the Royal Templars of
Temperance was held, at which the
members of the Mt. Ida Council were
present. A very interesting parliament
was held in which the opposition pre-
sented a bill for equal franchise for
women, but by base bribes, the gov-
ernment managed to win the debate.

1925
The school carnival held
at the rink was a success
beyond the hopes of the

most sanguine of its supporters. The
ice was literally covered with children
in costume and the work of the judges
was most difficult. The Wide Awake
Workers of Silver Creek held their
monthly meeting. Mrs. Boutwell
delighted the girls with a recitation,
which was thoroughly enjoyed.

1935
Considerable discussion
occurred at the district
council meeting on

Monday afternoon on ways and means
of handling relief, and on the question
of extra help for persons under medical
treatment. Two Gleneden residents
appeared on behalf of the folks there to
inquire when work would be available.
Many of them, it appears, are at the
end of their resources. It was suggested
that a small bridge there could be
repaired. Men are at work these days
dismantling the Log Cabin gas station.

1945
A wild blizzard was
encountered on Larch
Hills by Albert Laitinen

and Harry Weinard, who were making
the trip up the slopes to measure the
snowpack for the proposed water
scheme. The blizzard occurred just
before noon at the time of the heavy
rain and sleet storm in Salmon Arm.
Fortunately, the two men were in the
cabin at the watershed when the snow-
storm was at its height. Four inches of
snow fell in half an hour, and it was
impossible to see more than five feet
because of the heavy swirling flakes.

1955
A gift of Salmon Arm
cheese was presented to
the famous Penticton

Vees hockey club for their trip to Dus-
seldorf, Germany, in quest of the
world’s hockey title, at their game in
Vernon. A packed house of more than
3,000 hockey fans witnessed the pre-
sentation, made by R.L. Askew, retir-
ing president of the Salmon Arm and
District Chamber of Commerce to
Grant Warwick, Vees’ ebullient coach.

This is the dream that still wakens
retired teacher Joe Verdurmen. It is a
vivid re-enactment of a close call he
survived when he was a 16-year-old
schoolboy, working in the Dutch
resistance.

The extent of that resistance to Ger-
man occupation became evident only
after Holland was liberated in 1944 and
a veteran’s association was formed. 

Following his emigration to
Canada in 1952, Verdurmen lost con-
tact with the
group. Then, early
last year, he read
that former resis-
tance fighters were eligible for deco-
ration by the Dutch government.

Originally struck in the 1980’s, the
Resistance Memorial Cross for
which Verdurmen was eligible, was
no longer in production. He was
however, awarded the Queen Wil-
helmina Resistance Medal, receiving
it by mail last November. 

“I lived for three years with one
foot in the concentration camps. I
escaped by a hair,” he says proudly,
“This medal honours the work of the
resistance fighters in a tangible way.”

Now 78, Verdurmen enjoys the
tranquil solitude of his Salmon Arm
farm.

He says memories of his close calls
with the SS unsettle him more now
than they did when he was living the
grand adventure of his youth.

Orphaned in the 1930s, Verdurmen
went to live on his uncle’s farm in Ril-
land-Bath in southwestern Holland.
He arrived in the early 40s — right in
the middle of the war and a group of
Dutch resistance fighters.

This was a vitally strategic area of
occupied Holland kept under intense
German surveillance.

Undaunted, Verdurmen’s uncle ran

a busy underground operation. This,
despite the fact, the area’s top Nazi
had been billeted in the house, and a
bakery supplying German troops
operated on farm property.

Also located on the farm was a
Capuchin monastery, whose head
priest specialized in gathering up
downed Allied pilots. 

In his coarse-haired habit and bare
feet, Father Gozanga criss-crossed
the rural area astride his bicycle,

whistling the pop-
ular WWI British
song “It’s a Long
Way to Tipper-

ary,” recalls Verdurmen. 
The escapees were hidden in the

monastery’s bell tower to await the
next stage of their flight to freedom. 

Using his twice-daily train trips to
school as cover, Verdurmen would
buy the men their tickets and lead
them to the next stop, a convent near
his school.

There they were received by a
Mother Superior who believed in
God but relied on a couple of pistols
hidden in the deep pockets of her
habit.

As well as helping airmen, Verdur-
men accompanied Jews and Dutch
forced labourers destined to be sent
to Germany, or carried vital docu-
ments like the airport blueprints. 

Often late for school, Verdurmen
was never chastised because, as he
later discovered, the principal was
also in the resistance. 

Unlike Verdurmen however, the
man was caught and transported to a
concentration camp where he died.

Nobody ever acknowledged any-
one else in the resistance, nor learned
anyone’s name because it was some-
thing the SS would get out of you if
you were captured, Verdurmen says.

It is late in the afternoon. A thin teenager sits rigid in the third-class train
compartment. His hands clutch the schoolbag resting on his knees. He is
concentrating hard, willing the train to leave. 

Instead, a battalion of dreaded Nazi SS security men armed with rifles and
bayonets swarm the train. 

Doors slam, dogs bark ferociously, children scream.
The young man wonders if he should take his bag and run. He knows

instinctively he won’t survive the ring of machine gun-armed SS and dogs
surrounding the train. He remains frozen in place.

Two SS approach, guns at the ready. One points to the boy’s briefcase with
his bayonet and barks out a single word – “Aufmachen” (open it).

Nervously the boy complies, watching in horror as the uniformed man
thumbs his way through the contents of the schoolbag 

Wedged between his school atlas and a French novel by George Duhamel sits
a large manila envelope. It contains detailed blueprints of a vital Luftwaffe air
base. 

To the boy’s eyes, the envelope sticks out “like a cathedral in a mediaeval
city.” Unable to look up, he nervously watches the hands of the searching SS.
His fingers remain on the envelope for what seems like an eternity.

At last the hand withdraws and the boy begins to breathe again.
When the train departs one-and-a-half hours later, he tries not to dwell on

what would have happened if the blueprints had been found.

Escape from the Nazis

Brotherly love: A young Joe Verdurmen, right, and his brother
George enjoy a bicycle ride in Holland and below, Joe looks
at his medal while the lifesaving atlas rests on his knees.By Barb Brouwer
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 PET STOP

 VETERINARY HOSPITAL LTD.
 Dr. Tim Robinson D.V.M.

   2521 Trans. Can. Hwy. West  833-1800

 •  Rx Veterinary Diets

 • Flea Control
 • Heartworm Prevention
 • All the advice

 needed to keep
 your pet happy
 & healthy

 FULL SERVICE VETERINARY CLINI C

 Across from Rona Revelstoke

 Flea Prevention Just 
 Keeps Getting Better

In some cases, a few fleas may only cause an 
itchy annoyance. If fleas establish a lifecycle in 
your home, or your dog house, or if your pet is 
allergic to flea bites, that itch can become a health 
problem. Salmon Arm sees two waves of flea 
infestation: one in the summer, and one in the mid -
dle of winter. The winter flea season occurs when 
eggs and pupae in your home begin to hatch.

 Those of you who have dealt with fleas in 
 the past know that sprays, shampoos and flea 
 collars meet with limited success. Modern, 
 veterinary flea treatments are safe, nontoxic to 
 both pets and humans and extremely effec -
 tive.

 Revolution is one new advancement in flea 
 treatment that is safe, effective and conven -
 ient. Just a monthly drop on your pet’s skin 
 and it kills adult fleas as well as preventing 
 eggs from hatching. No pills, injections or 
 baths as well as no insecticides on your pet. 
 The time to begin a flea prevention program is 
 rapidly approaching so take steps now to pre -
 vent fleas, before you have a problem.

 ~ Dr. Tim Robinson,  D.V.M.

 PET  GROOMING  with

 271C Trans Can. Hwy.
 (across from KFC)

 832-0604 PETS, FOOD  &  ACCESSORIES

 Grooming:
 Tuesdays to Saturdays

 CERTIFIED GROOMER
 Natalie

 Fly Fishing  Fly Fishing  Fly Fishing 
 Marathon Marathon Marathon

 Feb. 9 - 14
 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

 WESTSIDE STORES
 Centenoka Park Mall
 Proceeds to the Variety Club Telethon

 *Get Free 
 Advice 
 on Fly 
 Tying!

 *Drop in to 
 view the new 

 fly fishing 
 products 

 available
 for 2004.

 250-833-5872 250-833-5872 250-833-5872

 LOTTERY  
 NUMBERS
Winning numbers for week
ending February 8, 2004:

 LOTTO 6/49
 Feb. 7
03-14-26-27-35-44   Bonus 28
 Feb. 4
08-22-37-38-45-47   Bonus 43
 BC/49
 Feb. 7
08-14-24-40-41-42  Bonus 47
 Feb. 4
04-06-18-21-32-34  Bonus 42

 ALL BUT ONE Lucky Missing Number
 Feb. 7 22
 Feb. 4 04

 EXTRA
 Feb. 7 13-49-55-66
 Feb. 4 23-25-30-45
 DAILY 3  Feb. 5 224
 Feb. 8 527   Feb. 4 954
 Feb. 7 421   Feb. 3 447
 Feb. 6 921   Feb. 2 198
 SUPER 7
 Feb. 6
06-10-15-27-30-37-46 Bonus 18
 Jan. 30
06-11-18-24-25-29-42 Bonus 21
 EXTRA 7
 Feb. 6 11-23-36-81
 Jan. 30 20-38-48-95

* For Provincial Bonus numbers 
please see Luck Magazine .

 I n the event of a discrepancy between 
 the numbers published in the Salmon 
 Arm Observer and the official winning 
 numbers list, the latter shall prevail.

 ~ variety of flowers ~ variety of flowers
 ~ teddy bears ~ teddy bears
 ~ chocolates ~ chocolates
 ~ books and cards ~ books and cards

360 Trans Canada Hwy. • 832-8086

 velo



BEST HISTORICAL STORY

20 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005 

CLASS 2082

Jennifer Lang, Terrace (BC) The Terrace 
Standard 
Martha Perkins, Haliburton (ON) County 
Echo 
Glenn Kerr, Uxbridge (ON) Times-Journal 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

Good historical stories should be 
exactly that — stories. Not news ar-
ticles or bullet bars or endless lists of 
tiny details of interest to only a select 
few, but the colour and warts of our 
past. This year’s top three met that 
bar and then some, telling readers 
the kind of stories your grandparents 
might have told you.

First place goes to Jennifer Lang of 
The Terrace Standard, with a classic 
story of a criminal-cum-politician. 
Blessed with a great subject in Frank 
Howard, Lang produces a story you 
want to read from start to finish. It’s 
bright and lively, the kind of thing a 
guy tells you over a pint in a barroom.

The difference between first and 
second is slight. Martha Perkins, of 
the Haliburton (ON) County Echo, 
could just as easily have been first, but 
sadly only one can top the list.

Perkins turns the story over to her 
subject and gets herself out of the 
way. It means Dorothy comes to life, 
and her voice rises from the pages. 
Excellent effort.

Glenn Kerr, of the Uxbridge (ON) 
Times-Journal, gives readers a war 

story that nearly brings a tear to the 
eye. Interspersed with letters between 
a mother and her son, the story 
reveals how significant a lifeline such 
correspondence was for both writers.

Honourable mention should be 
made of Kyle Rea, Woolwich (ON) 
Observer, and his retrospective on 
the John Mahood Public School, and 
Brenda Jefferies, Waterdown (ON) 
Flamborough Review, for her haunted 
history.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST HISTORICAL STORY CLASS 2083

Bruce MacInnis, Courtenay Comox Valley 
(BC) Record 
Thomas Winterhoff, Saanich (BC) News 
Joan Ransberry, Markham (ON) Economist 
& Sun 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

This year’s entries in the historical 
article category were stronger than 
last year and showed a wider range 
of subjects. While many entries were 
still of the more “memoir”-oriented 
variety, based on interviews with 
veterans, many others treated unusual 
local historical topics - from extreme 
weather to unusual local residents, 
past and present - and showed the 
writers knew history is more about 
telling a good story than relating 
dates.

The choice of second and third 
place winners among the ten stron-
gest articles was tough, but the win-
ning entry by Bruce MacInnis of the 
Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) Record 
was clear, mainly due its superior 
writing.

His article on an old military base 
distinguished itself from the pack 
due to its evocative and almost poetic 
style which communicates the writer’s 
feel for the history of the place: who 
says writing about history has to be 
strictly factual? MacInnis brings his-
tory to life with his imagination. He 
also manages to include a lot of infor-

mation, practical and historical, in his 
article. His dreamy photo added to 
the strong visual appeal of the article.

The second-place entry “Rooted in 
History” by Thomas Winterhoff of the 
Saanich (BC) News told an engag-
ing and informative tale of a huge 
oak tree. Not every writer can see or 
tell local history through a tree - but 
this concise, smooth-flowing article 
achieves exactly that. A great photo of 
the historical tree in question adds to 
the article’s interest and merit.

In third place is an article about 
barns by Joan Ransberry from the 
Markham (ON) Economist & Sun. 
A good story, excellent layout, eye-
catching title (“Country Castles hold 
link to past”) and a good dose of 
detail makes intriguing history out of 
everyday landmarks.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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WHAT’S INSIDEWHAT’S INSIDE
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• Vanier Graduation  . .  B3

• Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B6
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480-C 6th St., Courtenay

338-8713
Affiliated with Comox Valley Insurance

Serving the Valley for over 30 Years

4.5%
Best Rate GIC

4.5%
Best Rate RRSP

*Rates are subject to change
Monday – Friday: 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

"Better Than 
Your Bank"

Brad Minton
CLU,CFP

DISCOUNTS PET FOODS

Shop at Woofy s (with this coupon)
any purchase over $50.00

1 FREE Ticket to the “Doggy Days’ Airpark Walk
any purchase over $100.00

1 FREE Ticket to the “Doggy Days” “Don Sullivan” Lecture

�

�

�

�

O & M Holistic Pet Foods,  Pinnacle Pet Foods, Wysong Pet Foods, Nutro Pet Foods, Techni-Cal Pet Foods, 
Purina Pet Foods, Eagle Brand Pet Foods, Go-Natural Pet Foods, Firstmate Pet Foods, & Nutrience.

ENTER TO WIN ONE MONTHS 
SUPPLY OF PET FOOD FROM ONE OF 
THESE “DOGGY DAY” PARTICIPANTS

FREE DOGGY DAY TICKETS

 2400 Cliffe Ave. (Downtown Courtenay) 338-0455 •  #12 - 795 Ryan Rd. (Beside Superstore) 338-0424  • 1782C Comox Ave., Comox 339-2272

See you at the “Air Park” Satuday, June 12, 10am - 3pm

Old military base provides glimpse into past

By Bruce MacInnis
Record Staff Writer

The rainforest has taken 
back the massive, concrete 
fort 180 feet above the beach 
on Yorke Island. Fir trees 
have sprung up  in the hood-
ed, concrete bays from which 
the big naval guns com-
manded the waterway  lead-
ing south, and an apple tree 
– apparently seeded from an 
apple core thrown by a long-
ago service man – thrusts 
branches through the slits 
from which officers once 
commanded the guns.

Far below, shambling 
wooden shacks mark the 
sites where, 60 years ago, 
searchlights once probed the 
sea for Japanese ships which 
never came.

Below the fort, in the dank 
forest, crumbling, red brick 
walls of the old garrison 
buildings are smeared with 
algae and the old, wood floors 
are pulpy with rot.

Moss is everywhere. It 
creeps up the concrete stair-
ways to the gun emplace-
ments and into concrete 
rooms where snappy crews 
plotted ranges for the big 
guns and ran the search-
lights.

Yorke Island, four miles 
offshore from Kelsey Bay, is 
no preserved national monu-
ment; no Disneyland. Visitors 
can expect  to wade the last 
few feet from boats beached 
near the rotted stumps of the 
former wharf, and the roads 
– once 18 feet wide – have 
narrowed to footpaths snak-
ing up the steep slope past 
the rotting buildings to the 
old fort.

For those who like such 
things, it is a wonderful, 
haunted place. There are no 
“staff only” signs or locked 
doors. No one has lived on 

the island since the armed 
forces stripped down the 
guns and moved out almost 
60 years ago.

Occasional visitors climb 
a rickety ladder to old anti-
aircraft gun emplacement on 
the roof of the fort, feel their 
way down narrow, slippery 
stairways in the forest floor 

to concrete munitions bun-
kers the size of small park-
ing structures, peer through 
loopholes in the concrete 
wall where riflemen once 
scanned the shore for land-
ing parties.

The dense rainforest has 
covered some structures so 
thoroughly that it takes a 

practised eye to see the man-
made shapes beneath the 
vegetation.

But there are plenty of 
ruins if you know where to 
look. During World War II, 
some 260 men were stationed 
on Yorke Island, and living 
and working in more than 
60 buildings. There were bar-

racks, mess halls, a hospital, 
a radio station, a gymnasi-
um, a library, quartermas-
ters’ stores.

There is no fresh water 
supply on the island, so the 
military built a huge, con-
crete holding tank and piped 
water from nearby Hard-
wicke Island.

“ E v e r y 
aspect of 
d e f e n c e 
seemed to be 
thwarted by 
the island’s 
isolated posi-
tion,” Uni-
versity of 
B.C. history  
p r o f e s s o r 
Peter Moogk 
wrote. “Even 
sand to fill 
sandbags for 
the listen-
ing posts on 
the beach 
and machine 
gun emplace-
ments on top 
of search-
light towers 
had to be 
brought onto 
the island.”

M o o g k ’ s 
book, Vancouver Defended, 
A History of the Men and 
Guns of the Lower Mainland 
Defences, includes a chapter 
on Yorke Island.

The 120-acre island was 
critical to defence of the West  
Coast because of its location 
at the junction of Johnstone 
Strait and Sunderland Chan-
nel.

A  fleet sailing south 
toward Vancouver and Vic-
toria would have to pass 
beneath its guns. But for 
men stationed on the island, 
it  was a dismal, depressing 
place to live.

A 1925 land classification 
report, cited in Moogk’s book, 
described the island as rocky 
and broken and “exposed 
to heavy winds during the 
entire year.”

Construction of the fort 
and military base began in 
1937, and within a year the 
concrete fort was built on 
the bluff overlooking the sea, 
and big guns were in place.

Firepower was upgraded 

several times during the 
early years of the war, and 
by July 1942, the fort was 
armed with two six-inch 
guns, each capable of firing 
seven rounds per minute and 
throwing a 100-lb. shell up to 
eight miles.

The relative isolation, 
b o r e d o m 
and dismal 
climate wore 
on the nerves 
of men sta-
tioned on 
the island. 
One gun-
ner commit-
ted suicide 
on a boat 
r e t u r n i n g 
him to Yorke 
Island, two 
were caught 
trying to 
stow away 
on a ship 
leaving the 
island, and a 
gunner was 
s e n t e n c e d 
to 28 days 
in detention 
after he shot 
the unit’s 
mascot dog.

The fort 
remained in commission 
through the war, and held its 
last gunnery practice on Aug. 
10, 1945, four days after the 
atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima.

Japan surrendered to the 
Allies on Aug. 14, and  the 
men on Yorke Island disman-
tled the guns and searchlights 
and packed furnishings and 
office equipment for trans-
port to Vancouver.

The last men left the island 
on Oct. 17, 1945, and the fed-
eral government virtually 
forgot it existed.

During the next 60 years, 
it was host to occasional 
visitors and more occasional 
vandals, and the rainforest 
slowly recaptured the land.

Vancouver Defended, 
A History of the Men and 
guns of the Lower Mainland 
Defences    by Peter N. Moogt 
is published by Antonson 
Publishing Ltd. For infor-
mation, e-mail Moogk at 
moogk@interchange.ubc.ca 
or phone (604)822-5161. 

Visitors can 
expect to wade 
the last few 
feet from boats 
beached near the 
rotted stumps of 
the former wharf

BELOW THE FORT, in the dank forest, crumbling, red brick walls of the old 
garrison buildings are smeared with algae and the old, wood floors are pulpy 
with rot. PHOTO BY BRUCE MACINNIS

The Museum at Camp-
bell River and Vancouver 
Island Air & Sea plan to 
offer three all-day trips 
by boat from Campbell 
River to Yorke Island this 
summer. 
The island is about 90 
minutes from Campbell 
River. Tickets are priced 
at $135 for museum 
members and $145 for 
others.
Trips are scheduled for 
June 27, July 24 and 
Sept. 4.
For information, contact 
the museum at (250) 
287-3103.

HOW TO
GET THERE
HOW TO
GET THERE



BEST HEADLINE WRITING

CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005 21

CLASS 2091

Chilliwack (BC) Times 
Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teulon Times 
Richmond Hill/Thornhill (ON) Liberal 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation open

There were many interesting and 
entertaining entries in this category, 
with several newspapers having one 
or two standout headlines in their 
group of three submissions. But the 
decision on the three top newspapers 
was based on who submitted the best 
trio of headlines, judged together as 
one entry.

The Chilliwack (BC) Times submit-
ted three excellent headlines. Each 
one nicely walked the fine line that 
told you a lot about what the story 
was about, but still made the reader 
want to read the article and not flip 
to the next page. Their headlines also 
showed a flair for originality, creativ-
ity, and a sense of humour.

The Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teu-
lon Times excelled in creating short 
and punchy headlines that summed 
up in an original way what the story 
was all about. Keeping the headlines 
short and to the point, without being 
boring, added significantly to the 
impact. 

The Richmond Hill (ON) Liberal 
also did well when it came to creating 
short and simple headlines that told a 

story and had a strong impact on the 
read.

Submissions that tended not to 
score as well were in many cases 
headlines that attempted to be clever 
and creative, but neglect to give the 
reader an accurate enough under-
standing of what the story was really 
going to be about. Some that did not 
score well were simply too long–
short, clever and punchy headlines 
have the most impact on a reader.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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� News

Hair-raising results put
Strahl’s follicles in focus

BY MIKE CHOUINARD
mchouinard@chilliwacktimes.com

Chuck Strahl might have the third best
hair on Parliament Hill but he’s not

about to let the high marks go to his head.
Strahl recently finished tied for third for

best hair in a lighthearted survey among
Parliament Hill staff members that looked
for everything from who told the worst jokes
to who was the most ambitious.

The local MP laughs about his high finish
but points out that cabinet member Pierre
Pettigrew won easily again while the other
contenders, Strahl included, only attracted a
few votes.

“Every year he wins the best hair contest,”
Strahl said. “He’s got unique hair.”

Strahl said he is not planning to let his
locks grow to give Pettigrew a run for his
money. He figures he might have an occa-
sion or two to put on a cowboy hat while in
the riding and doesn’t think this would work
with longer hair.

“You don’t want it to stick out from under
your cowboy hat,” he said.

With an election likely around the corner,
Strahl thinks there are more pressing topics
than hair though. In the House of Commons
on Monday, he pointed to three important

issues in the riding that need attention from
the people in Ottawa: the Avian flu, the need
to sign off on the development of the old
CFB site, and allocating funds from the soft-
wood adjustment initiative to communities
such as Lillooet, Boston Bar, Pemberton and
Hope.

On the Avian flu, he said there has actually
been good co-operation
and communication
with the government
over how to contain the
spread of the disease.

Strahl was more criti-
cal though on the other
issues. He said there
have been too many
ministerial changes and
other delays holding up
the development of the
education park in Ved-
der, all of which could
jeopardize the project.
He is calling for all part-
ners to sign off on the
project soon.

“We need to get them
all in one room at one
time,” he said.

Regarding the soft-
wood initiative money, Strahl said too much
is being spent on the bureaucracy and not
enough to help communities. He explained
that places like Boston Bar, for example, are
interested in starting up a community forest
but need the financial backing to get started.

QUOTE:
“Every year he
wins the best
hair contest.
He’s got unique
hair.”

Chuck Strahl

More pressing topics
than hair, says MP

SCHOOLS BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

Mike Chouinard/TIMES

It’s the Battle of the Books as students answer questions about their favourite books during zone
finals on Thursday morning. The winners by grade were: (Grade 3 and 4) Promontory, Cheam,
Watson, Strathcona and Little Mountain (tied); (Grade 5) Promontory, East Chilliwack, Sardis, and
Little Mountain; Grade 6, Promontory, Cheam, Sardis and Little Mountain. The district finals are
set for April 15.
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Aquadel
GOLF COURSE BC

‘The most beautiful par 3 golf course in BC’

SUPER 
MEMBERSHIPSaleSale

WEEKDAY MEMBERSHIP  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$39900

FULL MEMBERSHIP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$49900

(tax
incl)

(tax
incl)

604-858-6896Located at Cultus Lake

FOR ALL YOUR
LANDSCAPING NEEDS

DELIVERY SERVICE or SELF PICKUP
• truck rentals • grader
• 4 yd loader 

KELMOR
ENTERPRISES LTD
BILL KELLY 604-795-3330

• BARK MULCH
• LAVA ROCK
• LANDSCAPE ROCK
• drain rock
• crusher dust

• fill dirt • sand
• pit run gravel

Pit on Promontory Rd.

Young people in our community are important. They are the future and we want to help. The (newspaper name here), the B.C. and Yukon
Community Newspapers Association, and the B.C. Press Council are offering local and provincial scholarship opportunities to all 2004
graduating high school students! It is our commitment to the future.

The scholarships are open to all high school students in B.C. and Yukon. Applicants must write a
500-word essay on the topic: How could your community newspaper be more relevant to young
people? The essay, along with school and contact information, must be submitted to the (name of
newspaper) office by April 30, 2004. The local winner’s submission will be forwarded to the B.C. & 

Yukon Community Newspapers Association for judging. There will be three recipients –1st
place at $5000, 2nd place at $3500 and 3rd place at $1500. Recipients will be presented
the award at their graduation ceremonies. Good luck!
(Newspaper and BCYCNA staff are exempt from entering)

place newspaper logos here

Chilliwack 
Times

BEST LOCAL CARTOON CLASS 2101

Bob Muirhead, Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 
Norm Muffitt, Nunavut (NU) Nunavut 
News North 
Tevin Hagstrom, Westlock (AB) News 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Sponsored by Tim Hortons

We selected the winners this year 
by putting them on the table and 
then having a newsroom vote. Those 
that got a belly laugh were put aside. 
There were 3 strong winners but Bob 
Muirhead’s Wal-Mart cartoon was 
chosen #1 because of the universal 
impact. For the future competitions 
the most likely winners have to be 
funny and provocative but they also 
have to be understood nationally.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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OPINION

SALMON ARM OBSERVER
EDITORIALS

Everyone has their hot-button issues. 
You know, the ones that send blood

pressure soaring and make your voice
raise a decibel or two. 

One of my hot buttons is drinking and
driving.

In 1997, I was hit head on by a drunk
driver after taking my dog to Herald Park
for the first romp of the emerging summer
season. It was a bad accident: cars were
totaled, engines caught fire, two ambu-
lances were needed. 

Apolice officer told me later how lucky
I was to have survived, saying when he
first saw the scene he believed there would
be a fatality. 

Fortunately no one died in the crash that
day. The driver, who later pled guilty to
impaired driving, had a blood alcohol
level over twice the legal limit. He sus-
tained some injuries, and after leaving hos-
pital against medical advice, he was back
a day later seeking care for his chest
injuries.

I also spent some time in the hospital
and then two months off work recovering
from a concussion, injured ankle, neck and
wrist. Although I’m not yet of an age
where I should be able to predict the
weather with my bones, my damaged
ankle still causes pain with a deep-down
ache. When I feel the twinge as I snow-
shoe, walk or cycle, I can’t help but
silently curse the drunk and his poor judg-
ment in taking his vehicle out to pick up
Chinese food that evening. 

And now the B.C. government is sug-
gesting creation of a new class of a Motor
Vehicle Act charge for driving while over
.08 or impaired driving.

A first drunk-driving conviction gener-
ally nets someone a criminal record, a one-
year licence suspension and a $600 fine. 

Under the government’s idea, a drunk
driver who pleads guilty could avoid a
criminal record and only have their licence
suspended for 90 days. They would also
be allowed to drive to work, but would
have to pay $1,000 to have a breath-acti-
vated ignition interlock installed on the car
for a year. 

The man who hit me didn’t have a crim-
inal record. It was his first conviction for
impaired driving. 

To think he would have been eligible for
the kind of sentence suggested by Solicitor
General Rich Coleman makes me cringe. 

Frankly, I wasn’t all that thrilled with the
sentence he received for pleading guilty,
which include some time on the electronic
monitoring program and a two-year dri-
ving suspension. 

But impaired driving is a very serious
offence, regardless of how Premier Gor-
don Campbell’s handlers tried to spin it
after he was convicted of drunk driving
while in Maui last year. 

And call me cynical, but in light of our
premier’s well-publicized brush with the
law, doesn’t this seem a tad ironic?

Yes, impaired driving charges take up
significant police time to process and
account for one-quarter of all provincial
court time. That doesn’t matter to me.
What matters is that people who get
caught, get punished and hopefully never
do it again. 

Mr. Coleman says the idea needs the
support of the public and law-enforcement
community. 

Well, Mr. Coleman, here’s my opinion.
Your idea stinks. 

FOR WHAT ITS WORTH
Tracy Hughes

AT THE LEGISLATURE
Paul Willcocks

First charge
deserves stiff
consequence

Give credit
where cuts are

called off
Give the Liberals credit for dropping

their ill-conceived plan to start arbitrarily
chopping people off welfare.

The government changed the law to
bar people from collecting welfare for
more than two years in any five-year
period, with the first people to be cut off
April 1.

They've been secretive about the
impact, refusing to release their estimate
of how many people and families would
lose benefits.

Now, with six weeks to go until the
first people are cut off, new Human
Resources Minister Stan Hagen has
released the estimates. In the first year
172 will be cut off welfare under the
time limit rule; another 167 couples or
families with children may have their
welfare rates cut by $100 to $300 a
month. (The sins of the father being
quite literally visited on the children.)

But wait, you say, didn't I read that
thousands of people would be cut off?

Indeed you did, and those estimates
were probably accurate at the time.

The Liberals' plan started out with
exemptions for a half-dozen categories
of people who were considered unable
to find work. Since then, the list of
exempted groups has been steadily
growing. By the time Hagen revealed
the estimated impact, the exemptions
had grown to 25.

Most critically, anyone who had an
employment plan and was following it
and looking for work wouldn't be cut
off under the two-year rule, Hagen
said. Since rules already allowed the
government to cut off people who
weren't looking for work, the reality is
that nothing has actually changed.

It's a welcome about-face from the
initial plan. (Although it means the
government went through a great deal
of time and money, created widespread
fear and set communities into panic, all
for a change that will save less than
$300,000.)

Why the big change in plans? Two
factors are likely at play. First, some
Liberals started with the genuine belief
that many welfare recipients are happy
freeloaders choosing the dole over
work. Time in government introduced
them to the real world.

Welfare means a terrible life of strug-
gle and suffering. People want to work
to escape that life. But in a competitive
job market, many simply can't find
work. A person with the kind of prob-
lems that led them to welfare is often
not the first choice of an employer.

The Liberal review should help kill
the myth of the welfare bum.

Out of 115,000 welfare recipients in
the province, the government thinks
about 350 people aren't making a good
enough effort to find a job.

And second, the government simply
listened to those on the front lines who
warned that cutting benefits to people
who can't find work would just create
crime, homelessness and problems. 

The retreat creates some new prob-
lems though. The Liberals' plans called
for a major reduction in the number of
people  on welfare. The budget for peo-
ple on temporary assistance was
chopped  by 35 per cent, from $699 mil-
lion to $451 million this year. The plan
calls for an even larger reduction in the
budget due next week.

Love your community

Saturday is love's official holiday: Valentine's Day. We hope your Feb. 14 is full of flowers,
candy and happiness - but if this is an off year, you can still experience warm feelings. We
encourage our readers to express their love for the community. 

Remember, in life you get what you give. 
There are all kinds of opportunities for residents to improve the quality of life here in the Shuswap.
A federal election is coming up. We encourage our residents to get involved in the political process.

Nothing makes a person more politically aware than volunteering for the campaign of their favourite
candidate. At the very least, take time to read up on the issues and prepare questions for all-candidates
meetings.

For those who are artistically inclined, Shuswap Theatre, Shuswap Singers, the Salmon Arm Folk
Music Society and other groups are looking for new members to increase their numbers and ease the
work load. 

Money usually spent on cards and candy may be better spent by picking up some extra items for the
food bank or other worthy causes.

And if people don't inspire your volunteer time, the local SPCA could make use of your time or finan-
cial contributions.

If you would like to make hearts at your favourite community newspaper melt, send us a letter to the
editor expressing your opinion or suggesting needed change.

For those of you who are happily paired off, double your pleasure by spending time together while
doing good. Painting a banner for the arts council's annual project is a perfect example of how this can
work.

Connecting with others in the community is the perfect antidote to loneliness. Friendships form over
shared causes and concerns.

Sign carefully

Almost everyone has skipped the fine print once or twice before placing their signature on a
document. How many of us read every word on insurance papers before scrawling out our
names and rushing back to work or family commitments?.

We encourage those who are signing the petition that will force the District of Salmon Arm to hold

a referendum on borrowing for the new courthouse/district hall facility to make sure they fully under-

stand what they are doing.

Attending the public meeting on the issue would have been a good start, but only about 40  people

showed up.

As always happens when petitions are circulated, concerns have been raised about whether or not

those signing are doing so with a full understanding of the issue. In the end, only those putting their

names on the paper will know the reasons that prompted them to do so. We encourage them to check

the facts out for themselves and make an informed choice.
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Man gets kilt lifted
Aman and his kilt should never be

separated.
That’s just what happened to a

young man from Kelowna while wait-
ing at the local bus station for a return
trip home.

Garth Martens had been in the area
recently for a Scottish country dance
workshop and was waiting at the
Greyhound station early in the morn-
ing for the 1:25 a.m. bus to the Okana-
gan.

While biding his time, he began to
play his fiddle but after about half an
hour became drowsy. When the bus
finally arrived, Martens was in such as
rush to catch it that he grabbed only
his fiddle and suitcase, leaving behind
a carry-all hanger bag that he had hung
up earlier on the depot’s front door. 

While en route, he realized he’d left
behind the bag with the kilts but when
he called the depot he was informed

they were gone.
“It might be someone took them out

of kilt-envy. It might be also be some-
one was cold and needed the wooly
warmth to survive a night on the
street. It might even be someone
knew the garments would be stolen
and out of goodwill removed the han-
gered-garment bag,” Martens said.

Missing are two kilts: one, a red
lightweight Fraser tartan with a worn
front; the other, a green heavier-
weight Stewart tartan. 

“They belonged to my great, great
grandfather, and are of no financial
value to anyone else but mean the
world to me,” Martens says.

A black vest and a white golf shirt
were also in the bag.

Martens is a student but says he
would be willing to pay a ‘small but
heartfelt’ reward for any information
leading to the return of the kilts. He
has registered the items with the
RCMP as stolen, and asks anyone to
notify the authorities if someone tries
to sell them the kilts.
� He says there will no questions
asked if someone returns the kilts to
the local bus depot or gets in touch
with him. Martens can be reached at
250-763-1992 or by e-mail at garth-
martens@yahoo.ca.

- Staff

Great sentimental value attached to
tartans stolen from local bus station

Anticipating the starting pistol for a
federal election, local candidates

began sounding off late last week
about changes to the government’s
gun registry program.

The federal government not only
wants to reduce the cost of the registry
but intends to cap annual spending on
it at $25 million starting next year while
eliminating fees to register and transfer
firearms. As well, it wants to toughen

the penalties for gun-related crime.
Local MP Chuck Strahl issued a

statement Thursday blasting the Liber-
als for simply tinkering with the pro-
gram rather than scrapping it.

“Their changes to the registry will
not stop crime and it’s doubtful they
will keep costs under control,” he said.

The Liberal candidate for Chilliwack-
Fraser Canyon, Bob Besner, released a
statement of his own the same day,

outlining the federal government’s
position.

“I believe in gun control but I
acknowledge that the registry portion
has been mismanaged,” he said. “I
don’t want to throw the baby out with
the bath water and I am prepared to fix
what’s wrong.”

Besner said the firearms program
has many components, of which the
registry is only one.

Candidates take aim at gun registry
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45920 First Ave, Chilliwack
604-795-4788

BLUE DIAMOND LOUNGE
Enjoy our weekly

SATURDAY NIGHT BBQ
on the patio 4:00 - 7:00 pm

Also don’t forget
THURSDAY NIGHT JAM

FRASER VALLEY
REGIONAL DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE is hereby given that, pursuant to Sections 890 and
892 of the Local Government Act, the Fraser Valley Regional
District will conduct a Public Hearing with respect to the 
following proposed bylaw:

Fraser Valley Regional District
Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 0569, 2003

[hereinafter referred to as Bylaw 0569]

The Public Hearing will be conducted on:

Monday, June 7, 2004
7:00 p.m.

Fraser Valley Regional District Board Room
45950 Cheam Avenue, Chilliwack, B.C.

The purpose of proposed Bylaw 0569 is to adopt a Regional
Growth Strategy for the Fraser Valley Regional District pur-
suant to Part 25, Section 855(4) of the Local Government Act.
The intent of the Regional Growth Strategy is to offer a
regional framework for managing growth in the Fraser Valley
Regional District for the next 20-30 years.   The strategy
defines the broad vision, goals and strategic direction for
managing future growth in the FVRD.  More specifically, the
Regional Growth Strategy deals with critical strategic growth
issues such as: protection of air quality and the natural envi-
ronment, the “shape” and location of future urban growth, the
development of “complete” sustainable communities, and
protection of the economic well being and quality of life of
our residents. 

The strategy is not intended as a prescriptive regulatory doc-
ument.  Rather it serves to guide and support individual local
governments in the Fraser Valley in managing growth and
development.  TAKE NOTICE that this is a general descrip-
tion only.

Concerned local residents are encouraged to contact
their local planning department on matters relating to
their municipality, or you may contact the Planning
Department of the Fraser Valley Regional District at
702-5008, or toll free at 1-800-528-0061.

The public hearing on Bylaw 0569 is to be held by the Chair
of the Regional Board, Terry Raymond, as a delegate of the
Board.  A copy of the Board resolution making the delegation
and a copy of Bylaw 0569 is available for public inspection
from May 25 until June 7, 2004 at the Fraser Valley Regional
District, 45950 Cheam Avenue, Chilliwack, B.C. V2P 1N6,
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday
and at the FVRD North Shore Office, 10220 North Deroche
Road, Deroche, B.C. (open 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday to Friday).  A copy of the Bylaw is
also available on our website at www.fvrd.bc.ca under
“What’s New”.  For further information you may contact the
Planning Department of the Fraser Valley Regional District at
702-5008, or toll free at 1-800-528-0061.

At this public hearing, all persons who believe that their inter-
est in property is affected by the proposed Bylaw will be
afforded an opportunity to be heard or to present written sub-
missions respecting matters contained in the Bylaw which is
the subject of the hearing.  Written submissions may also be
mailed to the Regional District Chilliwack Office (see address
in paragraph above), and if they are received no later than
12:00 noon on the day of the hearing, will be read into the
public hearing record.

Dated this 18th day of  May, 2004.

G.H. Kingston
Administrator

The low carbohydrate diet is one of the more popular and       

effective ways to lose weight. However, the quest for reaching 

an optimal weight should never mean sacrificing your health. 

While the low carbohydrate diet is not unhealthy, it is not a 

balanced diet and can therefore lead to a number of issues that 

can affect your health – constipation and toxicity, reduced   

function of key systems in the body from lack of nutrients from 

green food sources, poor digestion, increased cholesterol, and 

essential fatty acid deficiency or imbalance are some of the 

main problems. 
 

‘People often forget that a healthy digestive system is key to 

losing or maintaining a healthy weight’ states Dr. Brenda      

Watson, a naturopathic doctor and specialist in the area of     

digestive care and cleansing. “The Low carb lifestyle has       

revolutionized dieting because it is effective. However, it does 

present certain digestive challenges that need to be addressed. 

By addressing these challenges through proper supplementation, 

it is possible to loss more weight and / or reach your goal 

sooner. By improving your  digestive health, you significantly 

increase your chances of keeping the weight off while at the 

same time, dramatically improve your health. 
 

LowCarb Cleanse is designed to take care of the 2 main      

problems that people on low carbohydrate diets                     

face; constipation and poor functioning caused from insufficient 

nutrient intake from fruits and vegetables (vitamins, minerals, 

carotenoids, micronutrients). LowCarb Cleanse is a 30 day, two 

part program. Part 1 works to provide important nutrients the 

body needs to function optimally. This improves all functions in 

the body, including metabolism. Part 2 is a colon cleansing 

formula that eliminates constipation or infrequent bowel     

movements by hydrating the colon and stimulating peristalsis 

without the use of harsh laxatives. 

LowCarb Enzyme is a powerful enzyme formulation designed 

to meet the digestive needs of a low carbohydrate diet.  

LowCarb Enzyme contains Betaine HCL along with greater 

amounts of protease and lipase to ensure that the increased  

levels of protein and fats being consumed are broken down and 

utilized properly. 
 

LowCarb Fibre is a 100% soluble fibre that binds to fats and 

excess cholesterol in the small intestine, where it is then moved 

to the colon for elimination from the body. In this way,  

LowCarb fibre works to keep cholesterol levels at reasonable to 

normal levels in the body. 
 

LowCarb Oil is a blend of essential fatty acids from flax seeds, 

borage seeds, and coldwater fish oils with the fat digesting  

enzyme Lipase added. LowCarb Oil helps to provide a more 

healthy balance of fats in the diet and combats the negative  

effects of ‘bad fats’. 
 

SUGAR!! SUGAR!! SUGAR!! The biggest problem with any 

diet, including the low carbohydrate diet, is that it pretty much 

eliminates anything with sugar in it. As many people feel the 

need for something sweet from time to time, it makes sticking to 

any diet more difficult. 
 

SweetLIFE is no calorie; no carbohydrate sweetener that is 15 

times sweeter than sugar yet tastes great and has no aftertaste 

like other natural sweeteners. SweetLIFE is a blend of Lo Han 

Fruit, fructose, and FOS that provides the perfect sweetness for 

all your foods and drinks. 
 

To learn more about reaching your weight loss goal sooner and 

improving your health pick up your FREE copy of  ‘Make Your 

Low Carb Diet More Effective by Brenda Watson N.D., C.T. 

Lose Weight & Improve Your Health 
5 Ways To Help Your Weight Loss 

HEALTH FOODS In The Chilliwack Mall 
Near Wal-Mart

604-858-9111
Store Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9:30-5:30 

• Thurs. - Fri. 9:30-9:00 • Sat. 9:30-5:30 
• Sun 12:00-5:00 • Closed Holidays
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Darren
McDonald

BY DARREN MCDONALD
dmcdonald@chilliwacktimes.com 

Amy Siebert’s white wedding
will feature a few shades of
black and blue. 

On Monday, the 26-year-old rug-
by fanatic retuned from Hamilton,
Ont. after playing with team B.C. in
this year’s senior women’s national
tournament.

Following a pair of impressive
early-round wins, Siebert’s B.C.
squad faced a tough Quebec team
in the semifinals.

After plenty of back-and-forth
brutality, the eastern squad walked
off the pitch with a narrow 18-17
win. The B.C. team was under-
standably unsatisfied.

“We thought we could take it,”
Siebert said.

“When you can almost taste the
win and then you lose by one point
it’s hard.”

In the bronze-medal match, B.C.
marched to a 26-20 win over Alber-
ta. While winning a medal was nice,

Siebert sees it as just another step
in her dream to play on Canada’s
2005 World Cup women’s team.

“It’s sort of like the Olympics
would be for some athletes. It’s the
ultimate pinnacle event in the rug-
by world because you’re playing
against the best in the world.”

But her immediate future fea-
tures an event that’s every bit as
important as the ‘05 Cup. On Aug.
27 she’s marrying her rugby-playing
sweetheart.

Consequently, Siebert picked up
a pair of shoulder pads for this
year’s national tournament to pre-
vent bruising on her upper arms—
not a good look for wedding
photos.

The padding purchase brought
some good natured ribbing from
her teammates, but the shoulder
protectors did their job.

“I took some harassment from

the other girls but (the pads)
worked totally good. No broken
bones and only minimal bruises,
but that’s OK—I’m a rugby player.

“Now I’m going to take about a
month off for the wedding and
honeymoon then I’ll go back to my
SFU club. I’ll continue to work on
my fitness and work on my
strength. Basically I’ll be working
on my game and trying to get expo-
sure.”

There’s a World Cup camp in
eight months. Up until then,
Siebert will continue training, and
trying to gain enough skill and
exposure to warrant an invitation.

“Most of the players come from
out East. So when you live in the
West you end up having to knock
on their door.”

If Siebert’s knocking is anything
like her playing, national team
coaches are sure to let her in.

Bruiser turned bride earns bronze

File/TIMES

Chilliwack’s Amy Siebert is taking a marriage break before resuming her
rugby training for the ‘05 national team tryouts.

Siebert seeks national team invite
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FOR ALL YOUR
LANDSCAPING NEEDS

DELIVERY SERVICE or SELF PICKUP
• truck rentals • grader
• 4 yd loader • water truck rentals

KELMOR
ENTERPRISES LTD
BILL KELLY 604-795-3330

• BARK MULCH
• LAVA ROCK
• LANDSCAPE ROCK
• drain rock
• crusher dust

• fill dirt • sand
• pit run gravel

Pit on Promontory Rd.

Mother Nature is tough on windows.

C E L E B R AT I N G

40 YEARS

At Milgard we say, “Bring Her On.”

Wind, rain, sun, insects - or worse, Milgard has you covered.
Our windows are subjected to the harshest conditions on
Earth. Plus Milgard’s SunCoat™ Low-E insulating glass
comes standard on every Milgard window so you stay
warmer in winter, and cooler in summer. And since they’re
from Milgard, you can feel safe knowing your windows are
guaranteed for as long as you own your home. Now that’s
peace of mind. Call us today.

FREE Estimates

604-702-0800

Lions 
Toronto
7:30 p.m.

Friday,
August 27th

No.51 Barrin Simpson
Linebacker

No.12 Dave Dickenson
Quarterback

Back to  

Avoid lineups.
Buy your game tickets in advance. 
Call Ticketmaster 604-280-4400 
or visit 

SchoolNight!

The first 5,000 fans 12 and under will receive
a voucher redeemable for one free BC Lions
tin lunch box. Includes valuable grocery coupons inside.

Come early. Gates open at 6:30 p.m.

presented by

vs

READ US ONLINE

www.chilliwacktimes.com



BEST LOCAL CARTOON

22 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005

CLASS 2102

Tim Dolighan, Winnipeg (MB) the Metro 
Norisa Anderson, North Vancouver/West 
Vancouver (BC) North Shore News 
Ole Heggen, Victoria (BC) News 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

Sponsored by Tim Hortons There are several very good car-
toonists in this category. Their work, 
both the writing and art, really sets 
them apart. They all have a very dis-
tinct personal style. To pick just three 
was a challenge. Tim Dolighan’s work 
is excellent. Clear, well drawn, easy to 
read and great humour about a seri-
ous local issue. A stand-out!

Norisa Anderson’s take on the 
record-high gas prices is good for a 
laugh. Her drawing and use of tone 
are appealing and easy to understand.

Ole Heggen hit the mark with his 
take on flu shots and tourism op-
portunities. His strong ink work and 
lettering style are refreshing and 
increase the cartoon’s impact.

Some of the entrants lacked some 
polish. Quality writing, lettering, 
and drawing are ALL combined to 
produce the best cartoons, and make 
their message easier to understand.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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In all of 1987, a record 30 murders were
committed in Winnipeg. 

The eight committed in October this year
brings the 2004 total up to that record, and
there are two months left in the year.

Having more murders per capita than any
other Canadian city, Winnipeg once again
has the dubious privilege of being known as
Murder City.

There is much that can be done, and though
it may be complex and difficult, it is also quite
obvious to anyone that the answer is more
than putting a cop on every corner.

Because most murders are not planned but
rather the result of spontaneous acts of
violence between people who know each
other, they are hard to predict and to prevent. 

But it stands to reason that where there is a
lot of criminal activity, there is likely going to
be more violence, and more murders. Such a
culture of crime and violence does, indeed, call
for a greater police presence, but just throwing
more officers out on the streets doesn’t deal
with the root causes of that culture.

And governments that espouse lofty
ideals, denounce crime and promise safer
streets, but at the same time cut back health,
welfare and employment services, throwing
mentally-ill individuals, homeless families
and unemployed youths into the streets,

only nurture the kind of environment in
which crime and violence thrive.

The National Council on Welfare says the
best ways to reduce crime are to help
vulnerable parents maintain a strong safety
net, and ensure good jobs for young people.

Poor, malnourished children, for example,
cannot stay awake in school, hence do not
do well there.  Uneducated children are at a
greater risk to fall into criminal activities,
get up close and personal with established
unsavoury types and join gangs.

But in today’s complex world, helping
vulnerable parents is more than putting
bread on the tables of poor families. 

Parents are also “vulnerable” who don’t
understand that just as kindness begets
kindness, so too does violence beget violence. 

Children learn from the examples they see
every day. Parents need to set better
examples, and if they need government
support in the process, so be it.

Letting television, with its predominately
violent programming, do the child rearing,
while Mom and Dad are out working, either
to make ends meet or merely to increase their
material wealth and comfort, is not going to
raise a generation of gentle adults.

Too many kids out there are raising
themselves and learning their values out on

the streets and off the tube.  It’s difficult to
prove, but the cumulative effect of violent
television, particularly in the absence of
adult supervision, may well lead to
desensitization and eventual acceptance of

violence as a normal part of society.
One thing is certain, if there is a need for

more police officers then there is also a need
to do more about the causes of crime in
Winnipeg.

I have a recurring nightmare. 
I’m 17 again, wearing a cap and gown,

waiting to pick up my high school diploma.
When I finally cross the stage, the principal
hands me a piece of paper that says:

“C0ngratu1ashunz!!! :) u hav gradu8ed
frum hi sk00l!!!!”

At this point I wake up screaming.
Sure, it was all a dream, but if you think

about it, it’s not that unrealistic....and that’s
a really scary thought.

If you’ve been on the Internet lately, you’ll
know what I’m talking about. 

Bizarre gibberish and demented
combinations of letters and numbers are
popping up everywhere on-line and it’s
getting to the point where finding someone

on-line who can string together a coherent
sentence is a lost cause.

I realize the Internet has spawned its own
unique subculture and this is the way its
members communicate, but when it’s at the
point where casual users need a Rosetta
Stone to decipher even the most basic words,
something needs to be done about it. 

Much of my time on-line is spent
discussing music on a variety of message
boards, and I shouldn’t have to wade
through a sea of nonsense just to
understand someone’s point.

My main concern is that young kids are
getting negatively influenced by this trend.
Let’s face it–I’m only 22, and I know plenty
of people my own age who don’t see a
reason to bother with books and reading,
and with each generation of kids, it’s
becoming less and less important. 

Why bother reading Shakespeare when

you can not only get other people to explain
it to you on web pages and chat rooms, but
you can download the movie version as well,
all from the comfort of your computer desk?

If you get all of your information on-line,
from people wh0 r riting lik3 this, then
you’re never going to learn the real way to
do it. Kids spend hour after hour chatting
with their friends on instant messaging
programs, where Internet slang is not only
acceptable, but encouraged, and it’s only a
matter of time before it becomes so
commonplace that schools start to accept it.

For now, thankfully, schools are still
teaching the “Three R’s,” not the “3 Rz,”
but this kind of lingo is popping up
everywhere in the mainstream, from major
motion pictures to popular songs to...well, if
you have young kids, check out their
“history” folder or some of their logged
messenger conversations. 

It’s sad.
That’s really the only way to describe it. 
Now, I’m not a perfect speller but whether

I’m writing an article or an e-mail or
sending an instant message to someone, I
try to make sure everything’s correct...in full
sentences with the right punctuation.
There’s nothing wrong with using slang,
but if that’s all you’ve learned and you don’t
know the real way to say something, it’s a
sad situation.

I guess my point is that I get very
discouraged when I see this kind of thing.
There’s so much pleasure and enjoyment to
be had in reading and writing, and when I
see kids who aren’t much younger than me
thinking it’s acceptable not to care because
of “convenience” or a desire to be “trendy,”
it breaks my heart.

Sam Thompson can be reached at
sam.thompson@weeklies.ca

Opinion

Sam Thompson
Sam I Am

Find the causes of crime

Getting the last “lol” - Irritating Internet slang drives writer bananas
BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO CLASS 2111

Michelle Huley, St. Paul (AB) Journal 
Vince MacKenzie, Grand Falls-Windsor 
(NL) Advertiser 
Brian Lockhart, Alliston (ON) Herald 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation up to 3,999

The top five entries really stood out 
from the rest of the competition and 
the top three finalists capture unique 
events, which made them stand 
out from the rest of the pack. The 
first place photo by Michelle Huley 
depicted a great moment; a frozen cat 
being rescued from atop a hydro pole, 
not the usual accident or fire after-
math shot.

Overall there were many good 
entries and some that could fare well 
in any circulation class size. However, 
some entries would have been served 
better entered in another category.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS



BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO

CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005 23

CLASS 2112

Amandah Hillton, Williams Lake (BC) 
Tribune 
Carla Allen, Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard 
Mike Thomas, Whitehorse/Yukon Territory 
(YT) Yukon News 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

It seems that all the fires are hap-
pening in the vicinity of small com-
munity newspapers.

It is understood that small news-
papers have small budgets; therefore 
there is not much put into the visuals 
of most of these newspapers, and it 
is very evident by what has been sub-
mitted. On the other hand the Yukon 
News is a standout, but not the top 
winner here this time. The repro work 
is excellent and the cleanliness of that 
front page is wonderful too look at. 
It is a wonderful photo of an every-
day occurrence, composed well and 
printed superbly. Some good thought 
went into this photo’s composition 
and printing.

The number two spot belongs to 
the Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard. The 
photographer should of gotten names 
on this one and the editor should 
have mentioned it in the cutline; it is 
history no matter how you look at it, 
and therefore, more facts should be 
given under the photo. It definitely 
has done the job it is required to do: 
grab attention and get the reader to 
look at the paper longer, something 

advertisers like (and they pay the 
bills).

The top spot news photo is a gem. 
It’s slightly out of focus–not a prob-
lem here–it’s clear enough to see what 
is happening. It was composed well 
and the actions speak for the persons 
involved in this unfortunate moment. 
Amandah captured it well. This is a 
photo a large daily would use, and use 
well.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO CLASS 2113

Grant Warkentin, Campbell River (BC) 
Mirror 
Barrie Erskine, Burlington (ON) Post 
Jean Konda-Witte, Abbotsford (BC) Times 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

The first-place photo was selected 
mostly due to the good timing of the 
photographer. The image was made 
before crews could even begin to fight 
the fire. That it was the right moment, 
as opposed to the following morning, 
makes it a good spot news photo.

The second-place image was select-
ed in part due to the circumstances: 
truck in water, man killed, rescue crew 
in water. The photo displays good 
technical aspects, including exposure, 
focus, composition and cropping.

The third-place photo was differ-
ent than many other photos in the 
way the photographer watched the 
surroundings of a news event. The 
contrast between an elderly man with 
a cane, and police officers with guns 
drawn made for an extremely interest-
ing photo.

All three images fit the category 
of spot news, which means an un-
planned news event (i.e. press confer-
ences and feel-good features don’t 
fit the category.) The best spot news 
photo is taken in the heat of the mo-
ment, with good action, and a story in 
the photograph.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS



BEST FEATURE PHOTO

24 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005

CLASS 2121

James Murray, Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 
Troy Turner, Corner Brook (NL) Humber Log 
Susan Belliveau, Springhill/Parrsboro (NS) 
Record 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

A feature photo can be broad in 
its subject matter, as proven with this 
year’s entries, yet common among 
the top entries is a distinct human 
element and how that element plays 
to the viewer. Whether a smile, or a 
feeling of poignancy, a good feature 
photo evokes emotion. It does not 
have to be of a grand subject, as the 
extraordinary out of the ordinary 
can produce even the most powerful 
results.

James Murray of the Salmon Arm 
(BC) Observer places first for “Steal-
ing a Kiss.” While kids and animals 
can be a cliché combination, Murray 
walks away with the unexpected from 
an otherwise potentially mundane 
assignment. He is quick to the shutter 
and offers the reader an ‘in your face’ 
surprise.

Second place goes to Troy Turner 
of the Corner Brook (NL) Humber 
Log for “Diamond in the Rough.” Its 
success was in its simplicity that is 
well played with dramatic impact. 
This man’s life is in his hands. Presen-
tation would have been better if more 
focus was placed tighter on his face 

and hands.
Third place goes to Susan Belliveau 

of The Record for “A Positive Impact.” 
Belliveau succeeds in presenting dif-
ficult subject matter that was neither 
flashy nor colourful resulting in a 
worthwhile feature for her readers.

There were 71 entries in this 
category of Best Feature Photo. One 
observation was that a number of 
entries that published more than one 
photo of the same event. They sacri-
ficed the strongest images that could 
have been presented four to five times 
larger in size with improved crop-
ping in the same space, which would 
greatly affect their impact.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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Today
Sunny, becoming cloudy in
the afternoon, 30% chance of
showers
Max 18, min 4

Outlook
Thursday: Cloudy, 
Max 15, min 5
Friday: Sunny
Max 14, min 4
Saturday: Sunny
Max 16, min 3

While chicken producers on the coast
face the loss of their flocks due to avian
flu, it’s business as usual in the
Shuswap. 

But the issue is as complex as trying to
determine whether the egg or the
chicken came first, and it changes every
day, says Colonial Farms Manager
Hugh Sherwood.

Last week, the Armstrong processor’s
problem was that they had far too much
product to process, says Sherwood.
That’s because he was unable to ship
birds to the coast for further processing.

Before the onset of flu, Sherwood was
shipping one-and-a-half-truckloads of
dead, whole birds to Lower Mainland
processors.

Those shipments were brought to an
end when the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) shut down the move-
ment of chicken either from, or to the
Lower Mainland.

On Monday, federal Minister of Agri-
culture Bob Speller ordered the destruc-
tion of approximately 19 million birds
between Vancouver and Hope. The
CFIA will be working closely with those
partners to move as quickly as possible

Despite making one last appeal to the
mayor following a personal review of
disqualified names, Ian Schierbeck says
he has run out of options in his quest for
a referendum.

Schierbeck says the group found a
number of errors in the district’s verifica-
tion process and he believes roughly 40
additional signatures should have been
qualified. 

Based on the district’s verification
process, the petition came up seven sig-
natures short of the required 1,200
needed to force a referendum on the $9.9
million borrowing for the courthouse and
district hall facility.

“In light of the admitted errors, we
believe the number now exceeds the
1,200 and council should reconsider.
What I don’t understand is why? Why are
they so reluctant to take this to the peo-
ple?”

But Mayor Colin Mayes says council is
not changing its position. 

“It’s done. We are going forward in this
community. Council is getting plenty of
people who are saying, ‘good on you, it is

The man suspected of killing Ken Hoshowski Jr. was
apprehended in Bellingham, Wa. last Wednesday at 6
p.m.

Francis (Frank) Brunner was arrested without inci-
dent by officers from the Lynden Police Department
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation after a brief
foot pursuit.

He has been formally charged with first degree mur-
der in the death of Hoshowski. As well, Brunner has
been charged with one count of second-degree assault
with a deadly weapon and first-degree-burglary with a
deadly weapon. He made his first appearance at What-
com County Courthouse in Bellingham on Thursday
afternoon where bail was set at $1 million. He will be
arraigned this Friday, April 9.

The 40-year-old son of Marjorie and Ken Hoshowski
of Salmon Arm was murdered in Lynden, early in the

morning of March 21, while trying to protect Brenda
(Kat) Brunner, the woman he was dating.

The woman, who was estranged from
the suspect at the time of the incident, suf-
fered non life-threatening hand and head
injuries.

Lynden Police Chief Jack Foster said it
appeared Brunner had been living
beneath an abandoned railroad bridge
over Interstate 5, near Bellingham. 

Police and the FBI had initiated an
intensive manhunt of the area in the days
following the murder.

Calling Hoshowski’s murder a real
tragedy, Foster said police worked tire-
lessly to find Brunner and were exhausted but elated by
his apprehension. 

The small Lynden Police Department was assisted
by Whatcom County police and local FBI in examin-
ing the residence where Hoshowski was murdered and

the residence where Brunner had been living.
“It’s been a major undertaking, but I can’t say

enough about the Whatcom County Sher-
iff’s Department and the local FBI agent,”
he said. “They worked two crime scenes
and helped us run down leads.”
Ken Hoshowski, father of the murdered
man, said he and his wife are relieved
Brunner has been arrested.
“We’re happy they’ve got him,” said Ken
Sr. “He can’t hurt anyone else.”
But Brunner’s capture does nothing to
ease the couple’s pain of losing their eldest
son.
An avid motorcyclist, Hoshowski’s death

has deeply touched many other enthusiasts. They have
posted their condolences and tributes to “Auger,” as he
was known to some, at bcsportbikes.com. 

The motorcyclists will honour their friend at a
memorial to be held in Langley on Saturday, April 24.

Avian flu
disrupting
industry

Petitioners’
quest hits
stalemate

Sports: Shooter makes a splash  Entertainment: Opening Axe tops at Okanagan competition

Weather Index

Suspect arrested for murder
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Stealing a kiss: Four-year-old goat rider Stephanie Schenkel gets
a kiss from one of the goats on the family’s farm in Silver Creek during an
open house on the weekend.

By Barb Brouwer
OBSERVER STAFF

This week
Salmon Arm SilverBacks
have finally met some tough
BCHL playoff competition.
The Gorillas and Nanaimo
Clippers are tied 1-1 in the
Fred Page Cup final. See B1.

The Salmon Arm Observer
office will be closed April 9 to
observe Good Friday. Our
office will be open Monday,
April 12 and our regular
deadlines for the newspaper
will apply. 

g

i

Area residents gave the District of Salmon Arm
two very clear messages at an open house to review
their liquid waste management plan.

Residents who are on septic beds are opposed to an
option outlined in the plan that suggests they pay a
$35 annual fee to have them tested. 

And, farmers in the area of 30th St. SW are
opposed to a suggestion that calls for a second waste
treatment plant to be built in their midst.

Unlike the first open house, held in November and
attended by some 40 people, last week’s event drew
more than 150 people.

Speaking on behalf of local farmers, Ken McLeod
asked district to sell their Minion Farm property,
located about halfway between the Trans-Canada
Highway and Edgemont Farms, back to the agricul-
tural community. 

He said district bought the property in the 1970s
following amalgamation and planned to put the com-
munity’s first waste treatment plant there. Farmers
were opposed to the location then and fought to pre-
vent it, said McLeod. 

“Local farmers wanted to keep control of their own
resources and rural issues,” he said. “They didn’t like
it then and we don’t like it now.”

Farmers were also angry about not being consulted
about the waste management plan earlier in the
process. The potential threat a waste treatment plant
would have to future organic farming in the area was
another issue brought forward in a letter signed by 42
farmers. 

McLeod presented district with the letter that was
written following a packed Farmers’ Institute meeting
held the previous evening on March 30.

A number of residents with septic beds were very

Residents
raise a stink

Apprehended in Bellingham: Police, FBI find Frank Brunner near hideout under bridge. 

Ken Hoshowski, Jr.

See Interior on Page A2

By Barb Brouwer
OBSERVER STAFF

JAMES MURRAY/OBSERVER

Waste management plan:
Farmers, septic owners take
issue with location and cost.

See Waste on Page A2

By Tracy Hughes
OBSERVER STAFF

See Numbers on Page A2BEST FEATURE PHOTO CLASS 2122

Darren Lum, Haliburton (ON) County Echo 
Vern Faulkner, Esquimalt (BC) News 
Mike Thomas, Whitehorse/Yukon Territory 
(YT) Yukon News 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

This was a difficult category to 
judge, as there were several excellent 
examples of feature photography. The 
entries that stood out were the ones 
that combined technical skill with a 
unique, imaginative way of looking 
at a subject. For example, first-place 
winner Darren Lum of the Halibur-
ton (ON) County Echo took a photo 
of a scene we have all attended many 
times—a school Remembrance Day 
ceremony. But by finding the child 
with the perfect expression on her 
face, and using the Canadian flag 
as a framing device, Lum creates a 
photo that is unique and emotionally 
powerful. Lum’s work can serve as an 
example to other feature photogra-
phers—it may be a familiar subject, 
but by moving around the room 
and experimenting with different 
angles and approaches, you might be 
amazed at the shots you get.

Another suggestion: If you think 
you’ve got a great photo, run it big! 
The most eye-catching entries in 
this category were given plenty of 
prominent space in their papers, not 
squished into a corner somewhere.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS



BEST FEATURE PHOTO
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CLASS 2123

Dave Stobbe, Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/
Lake Louise (AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook 
Fred Loek, Mississauga (ON) News 
Troy Landreville, Langley (BC) Advance 
News 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

Newsprint quality and reproduc-
tion are playing a larger role in the 
newspaper industry today. The quality 
of the first place entry definitely con-
tributed to the success of this photo.

Dave Stobbe’s photograph “In 
Memory” brings the majesty of the 
Rocky Mountains and the enormity 
of a community cancer memorial into 
focus with one woman, overcome by 
emotion, lighting a candle in remem-
brance. It is a very strong image that 
will not easily be forgotten.

The second-place photo is one 
that most Canadian photojournalists 
could take during the better part of 
every year, but rarely do. Fred Loek, 
Mississauga News, was aware of his 
surroundings and had his eyes open, 
looking for who might be impacted by 
the latest snowfall. Good work, Fred.

Third place went to Troy Landre-
ville, Langley (BC) Advance News. 
Troy captured a humorous moment 
during a soapbox derby. This photo 
could have been much stronger with 
tighter cropping.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST SPORTS PHOTO CLASS 2131

Sean Percy, Hay River (NT) Hub
Terry Myers, Deep River (ON) North 
Renfrew Times 
Ken MacPherson, Bridgetown/Middleton 
(NS) Monitor-Examiner 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation up to 3,999

In judging this category I took 
into consideration that just about 
anybody armed with a camera can go 
and shoot a sporting event but what 
we should be striving for is that shot 
that no spectator should be able to 
get. The most important of the three 
judging categories, to me, was origi-
nality–what makes your shot special. 
This takes a little bit of prep work, 
and sometimes a little daring to get 
the right angle, the right expression.

Impact comes down to how well 
you were able to pull off the shot, 
what kind of emotion is being exhib-
ited, how the photo sticks with the 
reader and its impact. When it comes 
to news or feature value, a few things 
to keep in mind—if it is a photo you 
would consider sending into a com-
petition, why bury it on page 19 in 
amongst ads? What is the importance 
of the shot and how clearly is that 
conveyed in the photo?

That being said, as I sorted through 
the 58 entries, three photos grabbed 
me and pulled me in.

With first place going to Sean 
Percy from the Hay River (NT) 

Hub–it had the total package. He had 
good placement, good cropping, good 
emotion, a solid angle, colours that 
popped off the page and an overall 
very memorable photo.

The second place photo actually 
ended up tied on points for first and 
it came down to a very tough choice. 
This photo by Terry Myers from the 
Deep River (ON) North Renfrew 
Times told the story of a cross-coun-
try ski race without actually showing 
the race. The exhaustion and emotion 
of the racer is a unique shot that says 
all that needs to be said about the 
sport and the race itself.

What separated the two photos in 
the end was the cutline, where with 
the skiing photo, it never told us how 
Cornelius finished, just that he took 
part in the race—information that is 
very important.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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CLASS 2132

Pam Doyle, Canmore (AB) Leader 
Jillian Rogers, Whitehorse/Yukon Territory 
(YT) Yukon News 
Jules S. Xavier, Wetaskiwin (AB) Times 
Advertiser 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

In general the quality of entries was 
very good. It was no easy task to judge 
many of the photographs.

The first-place winner stood out 
from all the rest. Tight cropping and 
a sharp image made the viewer feel 
like you were right there in the water 
with the kayaker. The same can be 
said for the second-place winner. 
Good cropping and well played on 
the front page. It would have made 
readers want to pick up the paper to 
take a look. The third place winner 
was tied with a photograph submitted 
by the Esquimalt (BC) News. It was 
very hard to make a choice between 
the two.

Many other photos certainly de-
serve recognition.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST SPORTS PHOTO CLASS 2133

Ashlee Daye, Penticton (BC) Penticton 
Western News 
Cindy Goodman, North Vancouver/West 
Vancouver (BC) North Shore News 
Jason Franson, St. Albert (AB) Gazette 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

Many of the entries in this cat-
egory were worthy contenders. Some 
were worth publishing the first time 
around, but not of competitive stat-
ure. A handful of submissions were 
altogether out of running.

Along with the technical consid-
erations, the key factors here were 
“catchiness” and “repeatability.” The 
former refers to immediate eye appeal 
and clarity, while the latter took into 
account how easily the shot could 
be repeated and predicted, i.e. such 
events happen regularly, and the mo-
ment could be captured again and 
again.

The first-place finisher, Ashlee 
Daye of the Penticton (BC) Pentiction 
Western News, lost some marks on 
the repeatability front, as well as for 
the somewhat distracting background 
(a shorter depth of field would have 
helped), but the emotion and fun 
were clearly evident. The colour and 
action catch the reader’s eye.

Cindy Goodman’s second-place 
photo from the North Vancouver/
West Vancouver (BC) North Shore 
News captures a rare moment; lacking 

somewhat in emotion, the picture 
tells an easy-to-understand story. It’s 
certainly a “did you see that?” image. 
The background is suitably blurred, 
but the photo is hurt by the lack of 
contrast in the published product.

Rugby photos are something of a 
stock-in-trade for sports photogra-
phers, but Jason Franson of the St. Al-
bert (AB) Gazette makes it tight-and-
bright in his emotion-laden image. 
The throat pinch is a nice touch.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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CLASS 2141

James Murray, Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 
Richard Holmes, Provost (AB) News 
Kevin Brautigam, Biggar (SK) Independent 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

Loving photography as I do, it 
was a great pleasure and honour to 
see many good photos from across 
Canada. Judging the best three photo 
essays out of 53 entries was a chal-
lenging and somewhat difficult task. 
It is very subjective to pick out what 
one sees to be a good essay when 
there are so many varieties to choose 
from. First place goes to James Mur-
ray’s “Roots and Blues 2004” which 
jumped out at me from the start. The 
Salmon Arm (BC) Observer pho-
tographer vibrantly and colourfully 
told his story with photos of a blues 
festival. It was original and carefully 
laid out with fantastic results. (Good 
work James!)

Richard Holmes from the Provost 
(AB) News came in a close second 
with “Exploring Nature’s Great Sand-
box”. Richard also had an original yet 
simple idea of photographing sand 
in various ways including emptying a 
shoe filled with sand.

Third place had to go to the Biggar 
(SK) Independent photographer Kevin 
Brautigam’s “Bigger Rodeo Days 
2004”. He captured great moments 

of cowboys frozen forever in midair. 
One could almost taste the dust while 
looking his excellent photos.

Most of the photo essays in this 
category were really well done, and 
it was obvious that the editors made 
room for the photographers to tell 
their photo stories. As Rod Stewart 
sings, “Every pictures tells a story, 
don’t it?”

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

cyan magenta yellow black

Roots
& Blues
2004
Photo essay by James Murray

Festival retrospective: (clock-wise from top left) Andrea Lake is the face
behind the mask • Jody Langford cools off under water spray • James Cotton lives up to legend
• The Bastard Sons of Johnny Cash • Amos Garrett plays the blues • Samba workshop • Slide
guitar player Paul DesLauriers • Band members drag Dixie Hummingbirds’ guitarist off stage 
• Dawn Tyler Watson sings the blues • Rowan McDonald climbs the wall at the children’s area
• Sasha Lewis enjoys the show • Daniel Lapp wows audience with his fiddle playing 
• Sheryl Allison dances to the music • Children dance to the Samba Squad downtown

B6 SALMON ARM OBSERVER ! WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2004 SALMON ARM OBSERVER ! WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2004 B7

BEST PHOTO ESSAY CLASS 2142

John Cameron, Derrick Lundy, Ken 
Sakamoto, Jen McFee, Peter McCully & 
Mitchell Sherrin, Salt Spring Island (BC) 
Gulf Islands Driftwood 
Mike Thomas, Whitehorse/Yukon Territory 
(YT) Yukon News 
Bonny Makarewicz, Whistler (BC) Question 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

The photo essay is a powerful tool. 
It can convey a mood more deftly 
than words, and tell a story when a 
single photograph can’t. 

It is the essence of the mantra 
“show, don’t tell.”

What it is not is a repository of 
all the photographs that were taken 
during an assignment. A photo essay 
must have focus and flow. It must 
tell a story in a way that is clean and 
uncluttered. It should not overwhelm, 
and it should never assault the senses. 

Unfortunately, many of the entries 
in this class overlooked this fact. The 
majority were photo collections. They 
lacked a theme. Instead of illuminat-
ing a subject, they buried it in clutter.

There were a few exceptions.
The package put together by six 

photographers with the Salt Spring 
Island (BC) Gulf Island Driftwood 
earned top marks for effort and 
outcome. Although the topic “A Day 
in the Life” was not exceptionally 
original, the Driftwood attacked the 
assignment with vigour. It succeeded 
in capturing the transition of time in 
its 32-page special section. The pho-

tographs were crisp, the reproduction 
excellent, and the final package im-
pressive. It also had strong advertising 
support (although discreet), and a 
well-positioned ad for photo reprints.

The Yukon News finished second. 
The photos captured by Mike Thomas 
illustrated the excitement of a concert 
by hip-hop group Swollen Members. 
The images were imaginative, well 
shot and well played.

The Whistler (BC) Question also 
used a photo package to illustrate a 
special event. Bonny Makarewicz was 
able to convey the festive atmosphere 
of the Word Ski and Snowboard 
Festival without being overwhelmed 
by the circus. She took control of the 
situation, rather than allowing it to 
control her final product.

A few final words of advice to 
future entrants in this category: Less 
is more; and, just because Photoshop 
can, doesn’t mean you should.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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Roots
& Blues
2004
Photo essay by James Murray

Festival retrospective: (clock-wise from top left) Andrea Lake is the face
behind the mask • Jody Langford cools off under water spray • James Cotton lives up to legend
• The Bastard Sons of Johnny Cash • Amos Garrett plays the blues • Samba workshop • Slide
guitar player Paul DesLauriers • Band members drag Dixie Hummingbirds’ guitarist off stage 
• Dawn Tyler Watson sings the blues • Rowan McDonald climbs the wall at the children’s area
• Sasha Lewis enjoys the show • Daniel Lapp wows audience with his fiddle playing 
• Sheryl Allison dances to the music • Children dance to the Samba Squad downtown

B6 SALMON ARM OBSERVER ! WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2004 SALMON ARM OBSERVER ! WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2004 B7
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CLASS 2143

Rob Beintema, Mississauga (ON) News 
Evan Seal, Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 
Rick Collins, Abbotsford (BC) Times 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

Tell me a story–just do it in pictures!
A remarkable group of entries from 

all papers this year. However, one thing 
set the top runners from the rest. They 
clearly understood that a “photo essay” 
is a visually told story as opposed to 
a smattering of pictures that cover an 
event.

Rob Beintema of the Mississauga 
(ON) News takes us on a journey with 
a medical team’s mission of mercy to 
China to repair the smiles (and self es-
teem) of that country’s young children. 
Tack-sharp photography, with a strong 
opening photo that gives a reader a 
clear indication of what Beintema is 
trying to communicate. All photos 
could stand alone, but together they 
support one another.

Evan Seal of the Surrey/North Delta 
(BC) Leader shows us why it’s so im-
portant to get close. Nice tight images, 
heartbreaking for a reader to view as a 
child goes through treatment for cancer. 
Seal knew when to get in tight and 
when to pull away and give his subject 
(and the photo) room.

Rick Collins of the Abbotsford (BC) 
Times gives readers a look into a local 
monastery. Tight photos with a strong 

eye for composition, Collins’ photos 
have a spiritual weight–perfect for the 
subject matter.

For everyone else, be careful on your 
layouts; you can make or break a photo 
essay with poor placement of pictures. 
Some papers cluttered up their essays 
with ads. I know, they bring in the $$$, 
but some creative layout could be used 
here. Instead, ads competed for the 
readers’ interest.

Edit your work relentlessly. Cull out 
favourite images if they don’t support 
the story. Sometimes you say more with 
a handful of strong, large images than 
with dozens of small pics.

Once again, distinguish between a 
visual story and simple coverage of an 
event. Remember that a photo essay 
should allow a photographer to put a 
story together using a series of inter-re-
lated images, all of which work together 
to create an in-depth documentary.

One important warning–use of wire 
service photos. This competition is 
about your skill as visual storytellers, 
not about how you can max out your 
credit card.  Hats off to all for making 
space available for their photo projects.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST PHOTO ILLUSTRATION CLASS 2151

Branka Hrgovich, Victoria (BC) Weekend 
Edition 
Mario Bartel, Burnaby/New Westminster 
(BC) News Leader 
Jennifer Kearns, Alliston (ON) Herald 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation open

Sponsored by the Holmes Family, Alberta
GEORGE HOLMES MEMORIAL TROPHY

This is a challenging class–chal-
lenging to judge, but also challenging 
to enter, based on the wide range of 
material submitted. Entries covered 
everything from simple photos cre-
ated with a set of props to “illustrate” 
a story, to photo-montages blended 
together through the magic of 
Photoshop, to the best of the bunch, 
striking images that grab the reader 
on their own merit.

Creating a photo illustration 
should somehow “add value” to the 
idea you are trying to convey. A col-
lage of photos for Remembrance Day, 
for example, may sound like a good 
idea, but in many cases, the original 
picture(s) would be more powerful 
standing on their own. Too many en-
tries left the impression that they had 
been manipulated for no other reason 
than “because we can.”

The first place entry from the 
Victoria (BC) Weekend Edition was 
a perfect example of how to make it 
work. Start with a strong photo, add 
some creative effects, and come up 
with something that is both visually 
arresting and an excellent illustration 

of the theme you’re working with–in 
this case, music downloading.

In contrast, the second and third 
place winners appear almost de-
ceptively simple. The Burnaby/New 
Westminster (BC) News Leader’s 
composite of photos from the lunar 
eclipse looks like something cre-
ated by time-lapse photography, and 
readers would have to look closely to 
know that the “Hall of Fame” special 
section cover by the Alliston (ON) 
Herald was not a single shot. In both 
cases, however, the final result is stun-
ning and elegant, where the image, 
not the special effect, is the focus of 
attention.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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VICTORIA NEWS

APRIL 23, 2004

Brennan Clarke
Weekend Edition

The debate over coastal oil-and-
gas exploration is heating up as a
three-person panel convenes public
hearings around the province.

The business community is ex-
cited at the prospect of lifting B.C.’s
long-standing moratorium on that
exploration. Environmental groups
meanwhile charge that the panel is
stacked with members who support
that goal.

The Priddle Panel, consisting of
Talisman energy board member
Roland Priddle, former Prince Ru-
pert Mayor Don Scott and industry
consultant Diana Valiela, will stop in
Victoria May 12 to 14, with five hear-
ings scheduled over those three
days.

In a recent op-ed piece, Greater
Victoria Chamber of Commerce
CEO Doug Potentier called on the
province to “lift the moratorium on
acquiring the knowledge required to
make informed decisions.”

Environmental groups including
the Western Canada Wilderness
Committee, the David Suzuki Foun-
dation and the Sierra Legal Defence
Fund questioned how informed the
panel’s decisions will be.

“Hiring Priddle and Scott for the
panel is like hiring a logging com-
pany CEO to head the Forest Min-
istry,” said Ken Wu of the Western
Canada Wilderness Committee. “It’s
a total conflict of interest.”

Oil and gas exploration on the
B.C. coast is the subject of two mora-
toria – a federal one imposed by
Pierre Trudeau in 1971 and a provin-
cial one put in place 10 years later.

Last spring, Priddle was named to
a federal panel tasked with reviewing
offshore oil and gas exploration in
B.C.

In 1984 the governments of B.C.
and Canada formed a panel to review
the moratoria. The two governments
were still considering the panel’s rec-
ommendations in 1989 when the
Exxon Valdez ran aground in Prince
William Sound, spilling 45 million
litres of oil into the marine ecosys-
tem. The ensuing public outcry
forced the governments to preserve
the moratoria.

Fifteen years later, business inter-
ests are pressuring the Liberal gov-
ernment to lift the ban.

“Removing the moratorium is not
really going to give the green light to
exploration,” Potentier said in an in-
terview. “We certainly get the im-
pression the province wants to jump
on this and move full steam ahead,

Jim Zeeben
Saanich News

Vaccines that promise to replace
the need to give farmed fish antibi-
otics are being tested on Vancouver
Island.

If the tests go as hoped, the vac-
cines should hit the market in two to
five years.

“We’re involved
with GRASP (Ge-
nomics Research in
Atlantic Salmon Pro-
ject),” said Dr. Bob
Olafson, director of
UVic-GenomeBC
Proteomics Centre,
which held its grand
opening April 1 at
the Vancouver Island Technology
Park in Saanich.

The aquaculture industry has
struggled with an image problem as-
sociated with raising fish in enclosed
pens.

Opponents of farmed fish criticize
the industry for its use of antibiotics
to combat parasites affecting captive
salmon.

GRASP is interested in the
process required to develop vaccines
against parasites. 

Vaccines, which bolster an organ-
ism’s immune system, eliminate the
need to use drugs to treat infected
salmon.

Vaccines work by giving an or-
ganism an “immune memory.” 

Fish farm
vaccines
to replace
antibiotics
Testing underway
by Saanich firm

Don Descoteau
Weekend Edition

A pair of mechanical engineering masters students at the University of Vic-
toria are looking to gain the ear of the automotive industry.

David Cruz and Luis da Luz, both with aeronautical engineering degrees
from a technical school in their home country of Portugal, have embarked on
a project designed to allow vehicles to stop more efficiently, using more en-
vironmentally friendly materials.

Duo starts in stop business

Chamber reserves comment
until more info provided

Jennifer McLarty
Weekend Edition

Canada’s fastest rising rock-and-roll band believes in
marketing itself the old fashioned way — piling onto a
tour bus and plugging its new CD one crowded bar at a
time.

In the past year, The Trews have logged more than
29,000 kilometres and played more than 200 venues, in-
cluding a recent stop at Pandora’s Box in downtown Vic-
toria.

The relentless schedule has paid off, with the group’s
single, “Not Ready To Go,” holding steady as Canada’s
number one most requested song on rock and country
radio.

So, when band members are asked, “What are your
thoughts on music uploading and the recent federal court
decision that doesn’t recognize it as copyright infringe-

ment?” the answer is no surprise.
“I don’t agree with it at all. It’s like stealing a bunch of

hard-earned jewelry and dumping it in the street,” said
guitarist John-Angus MacDonald, flopping onto a couch
in the New VI’s green room. “There’s no getting around
the fact you’re setting the stage for a crime.”

That’s exactly the point Canadian music companies —
including heavy-hitters like Warner, Sony, EMI, Univer-
sal and Virgin Records — had hoped to make in court
where they sought the names of 29 high-volume Internet
music swappers.

Lawyers argued their identities were fair game in an
ongoing battle to stem the tide of illegal downloading,
adding the practice has cost the U.S. and Canadian in-
dustry millions of dollars and hundreds of jobs.

This was the first domestic case to target people who
share music via the Internet, as opposed to firms that of-

Downloading music
‘a crime’, says band

Oil, gas
debate
heats up

PHOTO BY JESSICA KERR/ILLUSTRATION BRANKA HRGOVICH

John-Angus MacDonald and his band The Trews are part of Canada’s swirling debate on downloading.

Court ruling not viewed as a chart-topper

Laura Lavin
Peninsula News Review

THE PENINSULA • The Town of
Sidney has begun the expropriation
process for the walkway and side-
walk portion of 9809 Seaport Pl. 

“Council is aware that the owner
of the property wants to hold this in
abeyance for a period of time (pend-
ing the results of the development to
the south of the property). We have
consulted with our legal people and
we have now a formal process for
council to consider if they want to
proceed,” said Sidney Mayor Don
Amos before Coun. Peter Wain-
wright read the three resolutions
that would give town staff the au-
thority to undertake the expropria-
tion.

“I think it’s important for council
to make it clear that we are not pre-
pared to be influenced or coerced by
any developer,” said Wainwright. 

Town staff will now take the nec-
essary steps to expropriate the land
from Marker Developments Ltd.,
which purchased the property two
years ago. 

City
to take 
land

DON DESCOTEAU/WEEKEND EDITION

Mechanical engineering graduate student David Cruz shows off
the electromagnetic braking system.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Are offshore drilling platforms,
like the infamous Hibernia,
coming to B.C. coastal waters? 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Bob Olafson

“the little company that could. . . ”

Duttons & Co. Real Estate Ltd. 383-7100#101-364 Moss St. in FairfieldLOIS DUTTON

Confused? Anxious? Disillusioned? Frazzled? Would you like a guide and a mentor to help
you succeed in this volatile market? Our “FREE, NO OBLIGATION ONE-HOUR CONSULTATION”

will help you determine if our services can match your requirements.

Call LOIS DUTTON - our company specializes in treating clients with respect,
expertise and integrity.

THE “WORLD OF REAL ESTATE” CAN BE A MINEFIELD!

“WE’RE LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU — AND SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE”
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CLASS 2161

Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-Bulletin 
Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 
Alliston (ON) Herald 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Sponsored by Metro Creative Graphics
METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS TROPHY

All advertising is, or should be, 
designed to entice, provoke thought 
and lure the reader to investigate your 
product or service.

The Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-
Bulletin, this year’s first place finisher, 
is a perfect example. The photos in the 
first two of the three ads are captivat-
ing, immediately drawing you to the 
message within the ad. All three ads 
were great, but the “we’re not just 
another pretty face” layout was excep-
tional. Great work and concepts.

Second-place finisher, the Bridge-
water (NS) Bulletin, took advantage 
of clever wordings and recognizable 
branding of product and events to 
capture the reader’s attention. The 
charitable angle of one of the ads is 
always a plus.

Alliston (ON) Herald used graph-
ics and copywriting to their fullest. 
A photo or image to catch your eye, 
then a clear and concise message. The 
use of white, black or grey space is 
always effective.

Congratulations to all of the en-
trants in this category and keep the 
creative juices flowing.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

WATCH WHAT’S COMING!!
Be sure to get a copy of  the 
April 9, 2004  edition of the

Enterprise-Bulletin 
and check out our 

brand new look!

Purchase a subscription 
before April 9th, 2004 for 

the 1 year regular rate

See our ads
in this edition 

of the 
Enterprise-Bulletin 

This Week 
for more 

information!

BEST IN-HOUSE AD CAMPAIGN CLASS 2162

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 
Mississauga (ON) News 
Chilliwack (BC) Progress 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

The Saint City News took first place 
for its “I am St. Albert” promotion. 
Everyone had a chance to rant and 
submit photos. The presentation was 
excellent with proceeds from hats and 
t-shirts going to charity. Overall the 
best I have seen in a long time. Fresh 
and new gave it added points. Civic 
pride is what community newspapers 
are all about.

Second place went to the Missis-
sauga (ON) News for its “Gifts for 
All” campaign. An online auction is 
a great way to promote your newspa-
per and your website. I would have 
liked to see more details on how the 
promotion worked, but overall the ads 
were effective and once again I liked 
the fact that a local charity benefited 
from the promotion.

Third went to the Chilliwack (BC) 
Progress “Meet My Fiancé” promo-
tion. I think this is a great way to 
attract a younger readership. I would 
have liked to have seen the finished 
product. Nice ads, proving once again 
that ads do not have to be in full pro-
cess colour to be effective. 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
Sponsored by Metro Creative Graphics
METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS TROPHY
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Junior AAA’s start spring season
Continued from page 28

We definitely relied on
pitching,but we also had qual-
ity, timely hitting. We didn’t
have big innings, but we’d be
consistent, scoring two runs
one inning, one run the next,
three the next. We tried to
score every inning and our
defense was solid enough to
win.”

“It would be tough to point
out any holes in that team. I
think our game was very
solid.”

The scouting report on
Husar would read speed,
speed, speed and more speed.

Mix in a ton of baseball
intelligence, and strong leader-
ship skills, and you end up
with one of the Tigers’ key
guys.

“I’m the leadoff hitter, and
in that role I like to get the
table set for the guys with
more power,” he says.“I like to
get on the basepaths and cre-
ate havoc for defenses. I try to

be a leader on the team, get-
ting guys motivated, whether
it’s through my performance
or by getting in their face in
the dugout.You gotta do what
you gotta do to win.”

In his third year with the
Tigers,Husar has perfected the
role of leadoff sparkplug.

“I think every time I go out
there I’m expecting to steal
the bag, but stealing bases
alone doesn’t create good
baserunners,” he says. “Being
able to read plays, being able
to see where balls are hit and
make the proper reaction is
key. Every time I can snag a
bag I do it.”

Seven Tigers, including
Husar, are coming back from
last year’s team.

Four more may be back, but
it’s not a sure thing. It is an
experienced, veteran roster.

The new face is on the
bench, where longtime
S.A.M.B.A. coach Doug
McLennan now runs the
show.

“It’s an absolute dream for
me.”McLennan says, surveying
his roster. “We probably have
two or three of the best arms
in the league, and we’ve prob-
ably got the best catcher in the
league. Some of the guys com-
ing back from college led their
divisions in offensive stats. So,
we should be able to generate
runs and we should be pretty
deep on the mound. That’s
pretty close to everything
you’re looking for.”

Expectations therefore are
high.

Husar wants to win it all at
Nationals this year, and
McLennan thinks they’ve got
the guys to do it.

“People who come out to
our games (free admission) are
going to see arguably the pre-
mier junior AAA team in the
province, and possibly the
country,” he says. “I think it’s
great for parents and kids to
see this and think ‘This is
where little Johnny could end
up one day.’ It’s good baseball.”

The St. Albert Peewee AA
Cardinals split a weekend
doubleheader with Fort
Saskatchewan Sunday at the
Legion ballpark.

Game one saw the visitors
score seven first inning runs
en route to an 8-5 win.

Brendan Nashman pitched
six-and-two-thirds innings,
holding the Fort to one run in
the final six. Ben Borlase (pic-
tured left)  and Scott Harlton
combined to shut down Fort
Saskatchewan in a 6-5 game-
two win.

The pitchers were backed
by solid defense which includ-
ed spectacular outfield catch-
es by Taylor Simmonds and
Chris Carline. Andrew Majer
contributed with outstanding
play at first base.

Nashman went two for two
at the plate,knocking in a pair
of runs.

The Cards have played six
games this season, and sport a
2-4 record.

They are involved in the
Early Bird tournament this
weekend.

More baseball
updates on page 31

Cards split
twin-bill
by Eric J. Welsh

TOP SECRET
(Hold up to light)
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The Paul Kane Blues
believes they are the number
one senior girls’ rugby club in
St. Albert, and judging by
results of their three regular
season games, they’ve got a
strong case for it.

That case was considerably
strengthened Tuesday with a
27-5 win over their cross-town
rivals from Bellerose.

After a week of talking from
both sides, the two teams
came out with fire in their
eyes to start.

Both sides took the body,
laying out hard tackles that
would make the Edmonton
Eskimos proud.

The Blues opened the scor-
ing late in the first quarter.

Speedster Brittany Tetz,who
was dangerous all game long,
took the ball around the left
side into the endzone for an
unconverted try and a 5-0
lead.

Taisa Ballantyne added
three early in the second quar-
ter on a penalty kick.

But though the Blues might

have expected the Dawgs to
pack their bags and head
home, Bellerose had other
ideas.

Caitlin Huggard brought the
Dawgs back with an uncon-
verted try, and the half ended
with Paul Kane up 8-5.

The Blues pounced early in
the second half, and again it
was Tetz doing the damage.

From deep in her own end
she took the ball down the
sideline, rumbling a good 80
yards to pay dirt and a 13-5
lead.

The convert was good,
pushing it to 15.

The Blues added some
fourth quarter insurance on
tries by Tasha Schick and
Marva Flaman, cruising to the
final whistle.

“We had a solid second
half,”Blues head coach Richard
Pon said.“We played more as a
team, supporting each other,
feeding off each other. When
one person went on a run, the
others were there to support
her. That’s the kind of rugby
we need to play.”

The rivalry between the
two sides is strong, and Pon

says it was good to finally set-
tle the score on who has the
better team.

“We finally proved we’re the
top dog around here,”he said.

Kathy Wiebe was the player
of the game for Paul Kane.

“We totally went for it,” she
said.“It was so hardcore today,
way more than our other
games. It’s just a big game
against a St. Albert team and
those are always huge. I think
we’re totally on a hot streak
now,on a real high,and it’s just
going to get bigger and big-
ger.”

That’s good, because Paul
Kane runs into the powerful
Sturgeon Spirits next week.

On the other sideline,
Bellerose’s Jen Maier took
some positives from the loss.

“I think we did pretty well,”
she said. “We were definitely
expecting a real good fight
from them, and we got that. It
was hit and run out there in
the first half. A lot of contact
and a real good game. In the
second half they stepped it up
and we didn’t match. But I
thought we tackled well, and
we rucked awesome.”

The score is settled
by Eric J. Welsh

Paul Kane Blues player Tasha Schick took her lumps on the rugby field Tuesday
against the Bellerose Bulldogs. Photo by Eric J. Welsh

It’s time two

REFLECT
as we look ahead

Get it first with
The Saint City News.

On June1st, SCNlaunches their 
Second Edition of the Week.
Every Tuesday, readers can 

enjoy more news, more sports
and more features.

Available exclusively on

www.saintcitynews.com



BEST AD DESIGN
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CLASS 2171

Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) Chronicle 
Battlefords (SK) The News Optimist
Fort Simpson (NT) Deh Cho Drum 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

How I arrived at my selection for 
the top three winners:

The ads that I chose as the best 
were all successful in achieving the 
following:

Visual impact–the ads stood out 
not only from other ads but also from 
the news content of the paper. There 
was some element that was eye catch-
ing, whether it was a photo, graphic, 
or use of text as a graphic element

Creativity–There was creativity or 
originality that made the ad stand 
out above the others entered in this 
category.

Balance–All three ads had a good 
sense of balance with care to primary 
and secondary emphasis.

Message/Impact–All the winning 
ads conveyed the message of the ad 
and the important details clearly and 
quickly without confusing the reader 
or being too overwhelming.

1st Place: The Ladysmith-Che-
mainus (BC) Chronicle wins this cat-
egory. This ad campaign promoting 
Ladysmith’s 100th birthday contains 
the elements that make up all good 
advertisements. Like any good adver-

tisement these ads have good visual 
impact, catch the reader’s eye and 
explain easily what the ad is about. 
Great archive photos mean visual 
impact. Not only has the designer 
chosen a type that fits in well with the 
photos but also echoes the style of the 
time. This means all the elements of 
the ad work well together and present 
a clear themed message for the reader.

2nd Place: North Battleford (SK) 
News-Optimist. Automotive ads can 
be difficult to make appealing. This ad 
uses lively and colourful graphics cre-
ating major impact. The headline is 
big and clear. This ad gets the message 
across, calling readers to the dealer-
ship without showing every single 
vehicle. It does a good job of whetting 
the appetite.

3rd Place: Deh Cho Drum. I really 
liked this ad. It was nice to see such 
a sophisticated, well laid out ad in a 
small space. The graphic was nice, the 
copy was clear and concise and the 
ad was well balanced without being 
boring.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

The Ladysmith-Chemainus ChroniclePage 18  Tuesday, May 4, 2004

Watch for Coming events in Your Chronicle
or Check out the Website at

www.ladysmithcofc.com or www.ladysmith100.com

Join The Party!

31 Days to Go
Ladysmith’s 100th Birthday

Special thanks to 
Ladysmith’s 
Golden Jubilee Girls 
Freida Schmidt 
(nee Ell) and
Thelma Schofi eld
(nee Spik)
for submitting this 
photo of our
50th Anniversary.

BEST AD DESIGN CLASS 2172

Sussex (NB) Kings County Record 
Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 
Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) Yukon 
News 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

Sussex (NB) Kings County Record–
Eye-catching graphics with beautiful 
colour, along with ample white space.

Goderich (ON) Signal Star–Awe-
some ad, great colour, not crowded.

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) 
Yukon News–This series of ads is very 
well laid out and the graphics are 
wonderful.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

•
New Kool-Aid

Brand of
Slushies

•
New Smoothies

•
24 Variety of
Scooped ice
cream cones.

•
RIZZLER

add all your
favourite candy

•
Ice Cream

Cakes
•

Hot Dip cones
Chocolate & 
Butterscotch

•

Soft serve ice
cream in a variety

of flavours Chocolate
Swirl, Vanilla, green apple, butter-

scotch,  bubblegum, cotton candy,
tropical orange, strawberry 

cheesecake

New!

Flavour
Burst

30 Leonard Drive • 433-9333

OPENING
May 8 & 9th

1-6 pm

599368
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Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 
Oakville (ON) Beaver 
Niagara (ON) This Week 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

The 47 entries in this year’s compe-
tition made for some difficult deci-
sions when it came to choosing the 
winners. Once again throughout the 
category there is evidence of news-
paper staff working hard to give their 
clients full value for their advertising 
dollar.

The Surrey/North Delta (BC) 
Leader took first place in this category 
for its two quarter-page teaser ads 
and a full-page advertisement for first 
birthday celebrations for Surrey Hon-
da. The series of two quarter-page ads 
were sure to whet the reader’s appetite 
for more, and the final full-page ad 
delivered the payoff. The key to the 
successful campaign is the consistent 
use of design and graphics.

The Oakville (ON) Beaver took 
second place with their advertisement 
for a trunk show. The ads leading 
up to the show are very elegant yet 
simple in design. The large graphic 
with the text delivers a basic message 
in a clear, concise manner.

Niagara (ON) This Week designed 
a very eye catching ad–Beach Birds 
& Butterflies. The ad design is rival to 

full-colour magazines. If the ads were 
larger they would have been more 
effective.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

15291 Fraser Highway, Surrey • 604-583-7421
www.surreyhonda.com

We can’t believe it’s been 1 year since we launched our new state-of-the-art sales and auto centre.
Since then over 10,000 people have been by to see us – if you are one of them, we thank you.

For the rest of you, we have just one question. What are you waiting for?

“It’s Been A Year Already Birthday Bash”

Come on in and Celebrate!

BEST NEWSPAPER PROMOTION CLASS 2181

Powell River (BC) Peak 
Barrhead (AB) Leader 
Stettler (AB) Independent 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

While judging this category, it 
became obvious to me that the cut 
and dried criteria I was asked to base 
my decisions on were really just the 
beginning of what makes a good 
newspaper promotion. 

The secret ingredient, the thing 
that really makes a newspaper pro-
motion successful, is community 
involvement. When you’ve got your 
readers, your advertisers AND your 
staff turned on, you’ve got a real win-
ner.

And that’s what all three winners 
in this category managed to do. First 
place just had to go to the Powell 
River (BC) Peak for their cheeky “Put 
your bum in this seat” promotion. 
Designed to increase attendance at lo-
cal junior hockey games, the Peak de-
vised a fun and successful campaign 
that pushed game attendance over the 
top and simultaneously showed the 
paper’s appreciation for their staff and 
carriers.

Second place goes to the Barrhead 
(AB) Leader for their “Jingle Bears” 
campaign, which succeeded as much 
by creating business for local mer-

chants as involving senior citizens as 
a critical part of the campaign.

Third, and my sentimental favou-
rite, is the Stettler (AB) Independent’s 
“I Am Stettler” promotion, which 
didn’t make a penny for the paper, but 
brought the community together in a 
big way.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Bring this page*
to the Kings Hockey Game

Saturday, January 31 at 7:30 pm
If your seat number is called out and you have your bum on this page, you will win:

• Two tickets to Vancouver Canucks/Ottawa Senators game on March 13
• Ferry fare to Vancouver

• One night’s accommodation at Vancouver Airport Marriott

Other giveaways: water bottles, theatre tickets, and pizzas

See You At The Game!
PS: Wear a hockey jersey. We want to see how many we can have in the stands. 

*Actual pages from the newspaper must be used. Photocopied pages are ineligible for prizes.

SATURDAYJANUARY 317:30 pm

vs

GUARANTEED

$500
50-50
DRAW!

PAGE 10 • SATURDAY JANUARY 24/2004 POWELL RIVER WEEKEND



BEST NEWSPAPER PROMOTION
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CLASS 2182

Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 
Meadow Lake (SK) Northern Pride 
Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands 
Driftwood 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

Promotion for our newspapers can 
sometimes be the hardest thing to do, 
even though we promote products 
and services for our customers on a 
daily basis. Each of these papers put 
on a great promotion and it was dif-
ficult to pick a winner.

First place: Bridgewater (NS) Bul-
letin

I enjoy their ad design. I was 
drawn in by their combo of advertis-
ing and feature stories. They follow 
the promotion from start to end. They 
advertised it through ads in the paper, 
radio and posters. This is the type 
of contest that causes interest in the 
paper (suspense/the wait to see what 
happens next) and it also helps out 
your advertisers and overall interest 
of the community.

Second Place: Meadow Lake (SK) 
Northern Pride

I liked the idea—it promotes shop-
ping locally. They also did a great job 
at promoting the contest and their 
paper through radio, posters and ads 
in the newspaper.

Third Place – Salt Spring Island 
(BC) Gulf Islands Driftwood

This idea was interesting to me 
because I know nothing of this com-
munity but I now know what a day 
in the life is like. I liked the paper it 
was printed on; it really gives it that 
souvenir quality. The layout was great 
and the photos were awesome. I felt 
more promotion could have been 
done before the issue came out.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Participating sponsors:
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The design team will then judge the 
entries and choose a winner. 
Winning family must be available for 
consultation with designers.

The winning family will receive a weekend at 
Oak Island Resort, Spa & Convention Centre enjoying 
a 2-day getaway while their room is being remodelled.

A room in your home could get a professional makeover 
while you enjoy a weekend away. It’s as easy as 1 – 2 – 3.

��������������

���
A ROOM MAKEOVER CONTEST

1    Take at least 2 photos of the room 
you would most like to receive 
a makeover

2    Tell us the reasons why you think 
your room needs a makeover

3    Mail your entries by Friday, February 6, 
to Lighthouse Publishing, 353 York Street, 
Bridgewater, NS  B4V 3K2 
or drop off at 108 Montague Street, 
Lunenburg 
or e-mail to mail@lighthouse.ns.ca 
Subject: MAKEOVER
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RULES:

present

BEST NEWSPAPER PROMOTION CLASS 2183

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 
Oakville (ON) Beaver 
Ajax/Pickering (ON) News Advertiser 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

Today’s publications must use stra-
tegic market research and eye-catch-
ing presentations to pitch their adver-
tising and promote their newspaper.

A lot of the entries failed in their 
attempt but there were entries that 
were successful.

First place, the Chilliwack (BC) 
Progress’ “Meet My Fiancé, A Real 
Wedding Story,” is an original and 
dynamic multi-media approach that 
targeted a niche market and clearly 
generated overwhelming reader 
response. Its visual impact includes 
excellent layout, high-quality graphic 
designs and copywriting. The concept 
of establishing the couple as mini-ce-
lebrities in their community was the 
added element that made this promo-
tion stand out. Ingenious.

Oakville (ON) Beaver’s Olympic 
promotion was a close second with 
its recognition of Hometown Heroes 
participating in the summer Olym-
pics. A lot of thought and effort were 
given to provide extensive cover-
age at the local level. The graphics, 
layout and copy-editing were creative 
and catchy. The promotion drove 

the momentum for the community 
to rally behind the youth and even 
spearheaded a parade for the athletes. 
Superb.

Third place Ajax/Pickering (ON) 
News Advertiser deserves credit for 
its section “Saluting Our Carriers,” 
recognizing the sometimes under 
appreciated youngsters who battle the 
elements to deliver the product. The 
photos are colourful and of excellent 
quality. The layout is creative and well 
thought out. A lot of effort was given 
to focus on the individual carriers. 
Great job.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Meet My Fiancé
A REAL  WEDDING STORY

N o w ,
through its

latest, reality-
based contest, your

community newspaper is introducing
seven, young, engaged-to-be-married
couples  playing  Meet My Fiancé. 

At stake is a cruise  of the Mexican
Riviera for the winners, and an overnight
stay at a new, Agassiz destination point ,
Eagle Spirit Lodge, for the runners-up.

Like Outcast and Miss Fit, Meet My
Fiancé is a multi-stage, elimination process.
This week we are pleased to introduce our

seven couples in the new
Meet My Fiance reality con-
test. No couples will be elim-
inated this week. Official vot-
ing starts Tuesday
November 9th exclusively
in The Chilliwack Progress

and on-line at www.theprogress.com.
YOUR VOTES DECIDE ALL!

FIRST Elimination Round is
Tuesday November 9th, and the
deadline for voting is Monday
November 15th at 9am.

Advantage

Advantage

Honeymoon
cruise on the
Mexican Riviera
sponsored by

Full contest details         online at www.theprogress.com

Chilliwack’s
choice couple will
win prizes valued
at more than
$5,000

continued on page 35

Silk & White Satin

READERS... ENTER CHILLIWACK’S NEWEST “REALITY” CONTESTREADERS... ENTER CHILLIWACK’S NEWEST “REALITY” CONTEST

Skin Care
Eagle Spirit  

Lodge

10/04F MMF26



OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE
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CLASS 2191

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 
Grand Falls-Windsor (NL) Advertiser 
Port Hardy (BC) North Island Gazette 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Sponsored by CARDonline
This year’s entrants for the Com-

munity Service Award yielded a mix 
of pleasure and dismay. On the one 
hand there were community service 
projects that were obviously taken 
very seriously by the newspapers and 
their editorial staffs and, sadly, on the 
other hand there were submissions 
that showed little imagination or 
commitment.

The Community Service Awards 
should go to those newspapers that 
strive to rise above the pack and see 
their projects as being of significant 
importance, not simply a way to 
please certain segments of the com-
munity.

The Williams Lake (BC) Tribune, 
which I have selected for the first 
place award, takes its commitment 
to promoting literacy very seriously. 
This was reflected in the manner 
in which they approached it. Their 
stories and photos were lively and 
their placement clearly showed that 
the newspaper’s publisher, editor and 
staff regarded them seriously. The 
same could be said of the second- and 
third-place award winners, the Grand 

Falls-Windsor (NL) Advertiser and 
the Port Hardy (BC) North Island 
Gazette, respectively.

As I have already noted, not all 
entries were in the same class as the 
winners. That is to be expected when-
ever a national competition is held. 
But it disturbed me that a few news-
paper editors thought that what is es-
sentially standard sports and business 
news coverage could be construed as 
community service.

Editors and publishers must strive 
to rise above the day-to-day business 
of journalism in this category. Their 
submissions should demonstrate 
commitment and imagination and 
should also tell the result of their 
campaign and its impact on the com-
munity.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

OUSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE CLASS 2192

Newmarket/Aurora (ON) Era-Banner 
Abbotsford (BC) News 
Sidney (BC) Peninsula News Review 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

Sponsored by CARDonline
A truly inspiring group of out-

standing efforts supporting worthy 
causes made it extremely difficult to 
choose only three.

Does excellent, even superlative, 
coverage of an event qualify as com-
munity service? Election coverage by 
the Richmond (BC) News did not. The 
Abbotsford (BC) News entry qualified 
because of exceptional volunteer ef-
fort by staffers beyond the call of duty.

The winning entry contained a 
personal commitment by staff to an 
outstanding showcase of young talent, 
coupled with tangible support in the 
form of bursaries.

Generally, it seems that commu-
nity service projects are best served 
by a mix of editorial and advertising 
support. A unifying logo would have 
helped raise reader recognition for a 
number of campaigns.

A potential downside of commu-
nity service campaigns is how they 
can warp normal editorial judgment. 
Even the best intentions might lessen 
credibility with readers.
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CLASS 2201

High Prairie (AB) South Peace News 
Kahnawake (QC) Eastern Door 
Rosthern (SK) Sask Valley News 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

Sponsored by Black Press
BLACK PRESS TROPHY

The winners clearly rose to the top 
in this category, although there were 
plenty of wonderful submissions. The 
South Peace News from High Prairie, 
AB, came out on top based on the 
strength of its local content and the 
fact that two staff writers penned 
almost every story. They must have 
started writing in July. Good local 
content and good entertaining stories 
about Christmas in their community.

Second place went to the Kahn-
awake (QC) Eastern Door, which was 
really innovative. It ran its supple-
ment over three issues, getting more 
bang for the buck financially and 
editorially. It also used Electra-Brite 
paper and ran colour throughout. 
Sometimes too much colour can be 
overwhelming, but the designers did 
a great job. A very close second.

Third went to Saskatchewan Valley 
News in Rosthern, SK. It is a terrific 
supplement that reached many rural 
communities in its readership area.

Honourable mention goes to Val-
leyview Valley Views in, you guessed 
it, Valleyview, AB. Great supplement 
with excellent use of colour.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST CHRISTMAS EDITION CLASS 2202

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 
Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 
Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499 

Sponsored by Black Press
BLACK PRESS TROPHY

The Haliburton (ON) County Echo 
gets top marks for producing its well-
planned, well-designed, and well-writ-
ten Christmas edition.

From beginning to end, it was 
obvious this section was produced by 
someone with a true appreciation of 
Christmas in a small community.

The front cover–a picture of the 
editor’s sleeping child–was one of the 
few entries that featured an original 
picture, instead of a syndicated graphic 
artwork.

The section featured Christmas edi-
torial submissions from both their staff 
and readers.

The designers of this section made 
excellent use of their photos–black and 
white and colour–graphics, fonts and 
even white space to produce a section 
that is pleasing to the eye.

The use of old family Christmas 
photos also helped maintain the theme 
of remembrances of Christmas.

For the most part, it stuck to a 
modular layout, which was a welcomed 
change of pace after viewing many 
junky advertising layouts which force 
the reader’s attention to compete be-
tween advertising and editorial layouts.

This section was obviously planned 
well ahead of Christmas and the 
production team appears to have given 
enough time to produce a quality pub-
lication.

The Williams Lake (BC) Tribune–
second place–began its Christmas sec-
tion with an impressive full-page photo 
of a traditional sleigh ride.

The 48-page section included read-
ers’ entries for a Christmas story contest, 
children’s letters to Santa, stories by staff 
writers and plenty of pictures. More use 
of inside colour on the photographs 
would have brightened up the overall 
appearance of this section.

You could tell it was Christmas from 
the front page to the final page of The 
Carillon–third place. Almost every 
page of this newspaper shouted out 
Christmas to the reader - which was 
surprisingly not the case with many 
entries. Besides its two sections devoted 
to Christmas story entries and articles 
about Christmas, this paper continued 
its Christmas theme throughout the 
entire paper.

Kudos for its broadsheet-wide colour 
photo of its outdoor Christmas decora-
tion contest winner.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Haliburton County Echo • Osprey Media Group Inc.



BEST CHRISTMAS EDITION
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CLASS 2203

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) News 
Leader 
White Rock/South Surrey (BC) Peace Arch 
News 
St. John’s (NL) The Express 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

Sponsored by Black Press
BLACK PRESS TROPHY

How long have we been celebrat-
ing Christmas? Two thousand years? 
Is there anything new to say about it? 
Or has it really become so boring that 
newspapers will fill page after page 
with uninspiring children’s stories, 
recipes and Christmas carols?

Newspapers which find themselves 
struggling for ideas should ask for 
a copy of the Burnaby/New West-
minster (BC) News Leader. With its 
combination of entertaining stories 
about the different ways the holiday 
can be celebrated, strong, thoughtful 
photos by Mario Bartel and a layout 
that complements both the words and 
the images, it is a stand-alone win-
ner in this year’s competition. The 
newspaper’s staff really works hard to 
provide new insights on the season. 
The only drawback is the high adver-
tising ratio.

Advertisers must love the Last 
Minute Gift Guide published by the 
White Rock/South Surrey (BC) Peace 
Arch News. A professional looking 
product with strong photos and ads, it 
wouldn’t have ranked so high on the 
list had staff not written most of the 

stories. While each story highlights 
various advertisers, they do have edi-
torial merit. A lot of work went into 
this and it shows. Everyone looks like 
they’re having fun.

The St. John’s (NL) Express, while 
not as polished as the other two, 
deserves a lot of credit for not taking 
a simplistic approach to the season. 
Staff interviewed a prison superinten-
dent and a mother who lost her son 
days before Christmas, and provided 
helpful information about how to get 
involved in local celebrations. Nearly 
every story has a Christmas slant. The 
publisher should think about making 
it a stand-alone issue.

Honourable mention goes to the 
Parksville/Qualicum (BC) Beach 
News. Since the paper was publishing 
on December 24, they tried to find 
stories that fit into the various stanzas 
of The Night Before Christmas. They 
don’t always succeed, but it was a 
noble effort.
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MARIO BARTEL/NEWSLEADER

On the longest night of the year, the oldest girl in a Swedish family dresses as Santa Lucia (Liv Ekbom),
adorned with a wreath of candles, and, accompanied by Starboy (Nils Kimmel), sings carols and serves
coffee as a celebration of the return of light from the darkness.

By Katie Robinson
NEWSLEADER STAFF

A light always sparkles every year
from afar, during the very early and
very dark hours of the Dec. 13,
Swedish morning.  As the light grows
brighter a female figure, dressed in a
white gown with a red sash, is illumi-
nated, baring a crown of Lingonberry
twigs with four blazing candles shin-
ing from her golden hair. 

She is Santa Lucia (Sancta Lusse in
Sweden). She is the Italian-Christian
Saint of kindness and love. And she is
a promise the days’ darkness will fade
and the Christmas celebrations can
now be on their way. 

Santa Lucia comes from fourth-
century Sicily. 

The way she
became a saint is
questioned by sever-
al historians, due to
various tall tales
associated with her
name.

Legends describe
her as a virgin martyr, who refused to
marry the man her family had chosen
for her. As a result, the man grew
angry and threatened to set her on
fire. 

But Lucia was a kind woman. She
carried food to Christians hiding in
underground tunnels, during a time
when their faith was being persecut-
ed. And because of her kindness and
devotion to Christianity, it’s said that
God gave her the power to withstand
the fire. 

Her suitor became even angrier –
he stuck his sword through her
throat.

Another tale describes the same
man mesmerized by Lucia’s beautiful-
ly vibrant eyes. Rumour has it, she cut
her eyes from the sockets and handed

them to her suitor so she would never
have to marry him. 

She wasn’t blind for the rest of her
days though, a miracle occurred and
her eyes grew back. But this time,
they were even more stunning.

The man wanted her new eyes; she
refused; and he stabbed her with a
knife through her heart.

Santa Lucia is also known as Queen
of the Light. She wasn’t Sicilian, and
she wasn’t of Christian faith. Her ori-
gins are from Sweden’s Pagan-Vikings
of long ago.

Sweden is similar to Canada’s
Northern Territories. During the win-
ter months, darkness overrules the
light of day. Often the days are pitch
black by two in the afternoon.

The Vikings lived
through the times of
the Julian calendar
that marked the
Winter Solstice as
being Dec. 13. This
was considered the
shortest, darkest
day of the year and

the Vikings believed the only thing
bringing them light was the ghost of
Lucia.

“The Vikings believed in Lusse: A
white ghost that brought light every
year to our long, dark days,” said
Burnaby resident Kee Franzen-
Kimmel, who immigrated from
Sweden 17 years ago.

“But no one knows much more
about her, because they didn’t record
their history well.”

Lucia would emerge through
Sweden’s darkness in the early hours
of Dec. 13, trailing waves of light
behind her. Her arrival was a promise
of the sun’s return to Sweden’s dark-
ened days.

Queen of
Light kicks
off Christmas
celebrations

Merry Christmas

It’s a kick off to our
Christmas season

~ Kee
Franzen-Kimmel

• CONTINUED PG. 14 – SEE SWEDES

BEST COVERAGE OF THE ARTS CLASS 2211

St. Anthony (NL) Northern Pen 
Haliburton (ON) County Echo 
Canmore (AB) Leader 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Creativity is the key to outstanding 
entertainment and arts pages. After 
taking a close look at 65 entries it 
wasn’t difficult to pick out the cream 
of the crop. This year’s entries were 
much more creative than the 2004 
submissions because the editors, 
writers and page layout artists appear 
to be aware of what works and what 
doesn’t in attracting readership.

The top three finishers in this divi-
sion were very close, with the crisp 
and communicative St. Anthony (NL) 
Northern Pen taking the “gold.” Bold 
and beautiful seems to be the paper’s 
approach to its entertainment section. 
The photos and the writing are block-
busters and deserving of high marks.

Second-place Haliburton (ON) 
County Echo offered an eye-pleasing 
read that undeniably lures readers 
into the newspaper.

Canmore (AB) Leader took third 
place with its poster cover and well-
written stories.

Following closely on the heels of 
these top entries were the honour-
able mentions: Powell River (BC) 
Peak, Salmon Arm (BC) Observer and 

Whistler (BC) Question–all worthy of 
applause for their attention to detail 
and section good looks.

Every time an editor lets his or her 
artistic abilities permeate the pages 
of this section of the newspaper, it 
results in the readers having a little 
bit more fun, too. Excellent writing, 
top-notch photography, and creative 
use of white space all go a long way to 
building a spectacular arts and enter-
tainment section. 

Each entry was scored for its local 
interest, quality of writing, unique-
ness, basis of approach and clarity 
of presentation. Those newspapers 
which appeared to do better in this 
contest where those that avoided pho-
tographs of the many trophy presen-
tations, rows of people and standard 
grips and grins. They simply men-
tioned the names of the people in the 
news copy instead. That allowed them 
to go wild with interesting images. 
And of course that makes readers 
react and go, “Wow!” 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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att Shears talks about finding the right band members,
 trying to capture emotion in the group’s songs —

           and the growing pains of making music in a sports-
based town.

Four guys who became great friends are making music
together.

Naming the band Serene was Matt Shears’ idea. The St.
Anthony native is the band’s lead vocalist, primary songwriter,
and a guitarist. Matt says much of his inspiration to produce
music stems from his passion for reading and writing poetry.

Matt says the band’s name, Serene, is indicative of the
kind of feel they want their music to portray.

“A really important thing for us is trying to catch emotion
in a song,” he explains. “Lyrical content is really important for
us.”

According to Matt, the introduction of two of the band’s
songs were well-received during the Battle of the Bands
competition in Grand Falls -Windsor earlier this fall. The event,
also the group’s premiere performance, attracted some 400
people.

Surprisingly enough, Matt says the night before that
performance was the first time he sang for the rest of the band
members.

“It’s a lot easier to sing in front of a thousand people than
it is in front of your friends,” he relates.

Judging by the reaction of the crowd at Battle of the
Bands, Matt says the audience appeared to enjoy their music.
He says the band received plenty of compliments and received
minimal criticism from the seasoned musicians and songwriters
who attended the event.

“We can’t believe the compliments, it was unbelievable
feedback. We weren’t sure, exactly, about what we were doing
before, but now we know.”

A week later, Serene won a talent show at St. Anthony,
where they played for
participants of the Zone 6
Nordic Youth Forum. The
group performed two
numbers, Swinging Girl and
Self-Portrait. Swinging Girl
has a heavy edge, a melodic
feel, and a smooth, clean
finish. About defining a
particular style, Matt
maintains the band will not be
pigeon-holed.

“The second we start
sounding like one of the

bands we like, it’s time to give up.”
‘‘From the first song that you write, you find yourself

slipping into familiarity,’’ explains Matt.
“You have to try and stay as far away as possible in order

to get what you want.”
Matt acknowledges the financial cost required for the band

to realize its ambitions. He admits the lack of money presents a
bit of a stumbling block at the moment.

“There is way too much money and equipment needed,” he
says. “Plus a vehicle and the cost of recording time. We’re
working on a CD, we’re working on a lot of things. We realize
that being good will only get us so far; then we have to
actually work on it some more.”

Matt currently lives in a bachelor apartment in Grand Falls-
Windsor, where he is enrolled in first-year university courses.
Matt met the drummer, Jon George, since moving to the central
part of the province. The other half of the band is hundreds of
kilometres away in St. Anthony, finishing Level 3 at Harriot
Curtis Collegiate. Despite the distance separating them, the
band spends a lot of time rehearsing and collaborating.

“We’ve spent the last year writing and perfecting our
songs,” says Matt. “We practiced and practiced and practiced
until we had these two songs as perfect as we could make
them.”

Matt says the necessary ingredient for their band is
simple.

“We’ve all pretty much adopted the exact taste.”
Everyone around the table appears to agree, with the

exception of the drummer, Jon, who silently casts a look
towards Matt with this comment.

Serene is working on making a name for themselves, since their debut at Battle of the Bands in Grand Falls-Windsor this fall.
Shown here, the band members include: Front (l-r) — Matt Shears and Cody Chaulk, back — Jon George and Donovan Parsons.

Serene is a group consisting of three St. Anthony natives and a drummer from Grand
Falls-Windsor. Shown here are Cody Chaulk on bass, Matt Shears on guitar and vocals,
Jon George on drums, and Donovan Parsons on keyboards.

“I have a darker side,” he says with a grin.
Jon wears a spiked dog collar, gothic eye make-up, a black

trench coat and long red and black striped socks. Jon appears
to be the quiet member of the group – and the members
obviously enjoy ribbing him.

Jon played snare for four years through cadets and
realized his interests were more varied than the other cadets.

“I dropped-out and got a Mohawk,” he says. “Although I
don’t regret the music part.”

The band as a whole attracts attention as they sit around
talking comfortably amongst themselves at a local coffee shop.
They appear unfazed by some of the disapproving glances
cast by the patrons. After one  such look, Cody Chaulk, who
plays bass, sings back-up vocals, and also writes, eventually
vents some frustrations on the kind of insulting looks they
often receive.

“It’s not easy growing up in a sports-based community,”
he relates. “I never really liked hockey, although my Dad tried
to get me to play.”

Cody is a Level 3 student at HCC. He says the group
regularly tolerates inappropriate comments during their
outings.

“We hear the negative comments sometimes when we’re
hanging-out and we just deal with it.”

Cody is anxious to devote more time to making music.
“It’s a long process when your drummer and guitarist live

half-way across the province,” he says.
Donovan Parsons, who plays keyboards, is eager to

graduate from high school and spread his wings.
“We need to be closer to bigger centres,” he says. “It’s

hard to get support in this town. Everyone around here is like
Metallica, Metallica.”

The youth agree that they’ve had their fair share of
struggles living their dream to be musicians. They talk about
the perception of being male,
living in a small town and not
playing sports — and they
joke about experimenting with
stage make-up.

The band’s process for
putting a song together is a
little like chef work. There is
an original idea, then
shopping around for the
perfect ingredients, lots of
prep work to be done and,
eventually, a meal.

“Everyone in the band
has to love it,” explains Matt.
“I’ll write a part on guitar and then I’ll give it to Donovan, who
does keyboards. Then Cody writes something for it. That’s the
first part of the song. Then we go off and work on little pieces
separately until we get the sound we want. We do the bulk of it
and then we fine tune it in our own original way.”

Ultimately, the band aspires to be legendary. Matt says
they admire people like Matthew Good, who plays for events
like Amnesty International.

“It’s more trying to benefit the world than yourself,” he
says as other band members nod in agreement. They also
enjoy bands like Dashboard Confessional and Nirvana.

Cody says success is also about
chance.

“You can be the best band in the
world, but if you don’t get a lucky
break somewhere along the way,
you’re not going to make it,” he says.

The group is insightful, optimistic,
and appears motivated.

“You can tell when a band really
loves the music they play,’’ explains
Cody. “I wouldn’t change my band
for the world. It’s perfect.”

Looking back at his years in St.
Anthony, Matt says the growing
pains of realizing his ambitions finally
paid off.

“I’ve been really alienated in
that town, but, all the years of
being alienated and isolated, as
much as I hated it, it is initially
what drove me outside to be an
artist. If I didn’t do that, and I did
fit in with the hockey players, then
by now I’d be really unhappy with
myself,” he explains.

“As hard as this has been, it’s
empowering and it’s great.”
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CLASS 2212

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 
Langley (BC) Times 
Abbotsford (BC) News 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

With a total of 51 entries vying for 
the top spot in the Best Coverage of 
the Arts category, choosing three that 
were head and shoulders above the 
rest was a difficult and demanding 
task. In fact, more than a dozen made 
the final cut, and the eventual top 
three were not separated by much.

Each had strong writing that drew 
readers into the pages, good local 
content that represented their com-
munities well, and unique subjects 
that went beyond the ordinary. What 
was left to judge them was how each 
of the finalists presented their work 
on the page, and the St. Albert (AB) 
Gazette edged out the Langley (BC) 
Times (second) and Abbotsford (BC) 
News (third) to finish first.

The St. Albert (AB) Gazette’s 
entries displayed a consistent and 
innovative manner of hooking the 
reader visually. And once they were 
attracted by some superb play of im-
ages, the stories did not disappoint. 
The Gazette also showcased well what 
can often be a mundane chore of list-
ing events, in this case for a children’s 
festival.

The Langley (BC) Times displayed 
some of the strongest writing in the 
category with reporter Brenda An-
derson hitting all the right emotional 
notes regarding a children’s choir’s 
fundraiser for AIDS-ravaged Africa.

Visually stunning were the set of 
entries by the Abbotsford (BC) News, 
which among them brought readers 
entertaining and informative stories 
on glass blowing, and a local high 
school’s production of Beauty and the 
Beast.

Overall, the quality of the top three 
was a pleasure to witness, and they 
were deserving of their awards.

But a note to some entrants that at-
tempted to draw attention by focusing 
heavily on visiting “celebrity” per-
formers—the “star” power they may 
possess should not overshadow the 
mandate of a paper’s arts section to 
make “stars” out of the people in your 
own community. 
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Images of inspiration

The St. Albert Gazette, Saturday, December 04, 2004 - 21

BY SUSAN JONES
Staff Writer

Awe, surprise and intrigue
sparked a gush of “oohs” and
“wows” Thursday night, when
city residents greeted the unveil-
ing of an amazing piece of art.

The tension mounted as St.
Albert Arts and Heritage
Foundation development direc-
tor Trevor Wiltzen began the
countdown to unveil the What
Inspires a Child Growing Up in St.
Albert mural.

“Lewis Lavoie and Phil Alain
and 130 artists put their heart
and soul into this mural,”
Wiltzen said. “This mural is 216
images of what St. Albert is.
You’ll see paintings of people
such as Lois and Ted Hole ... his-
toric sites such as the grain ele-
vator and so many landmarks.
You’ll see nature and you’ll see
the faces of children.”

He invited the crowd to join in
the countdown, saying, “What
we have here is so special and so
unique and it will be up for
decades.”

Wiltzen asked everybody to

make enough noise they would
“be heard in Morinville and
Edmonton.”

“Ten..nine...eight...” the crowd
shouted as the black plastic was
pulled back to reveal the mural
mounted on the parking-lot side
of the 20 Perron Street Building
owned by lawyer Harry Gaffney.

Wiltzen had the momentum of
the crowd going, but the first
reaction by the hundreds of
spectators, who saw the whole
painting for the first time, was a
collective intake of breath. Then
the pointing and counting
began, as first of all those look-
ing took in the big picture — of a
little girl — and then began to
study all the little paintings that
make up the whole.

“Where’s yours?” everyone
asked. “Two tiles up and five
over?”

The idea was conceived by
local artist Lewis Lavoie, who
got the idea while teaching chil-
dren how to paint. “It evolved
because in the schools the teach-
ers always wanted me to make a
mural of the children’s work. But
when I did that it never quite

worked because it was inconsis-
tent. There was no larger image
to connect the paintings.”

Lavoie discussed the idea with
fellow artist and marketing
whiz, Phil Alain. Last spring,
through their company Night of
Artists, the duo tried the concept
out. They sold the mural/mosaic
idea as a promotion for the City
of Edmonton’s 100th anniver-
sary celebrations. But for that
first effort, the individual tiles
were sold separately as individ-
ual works of art.

“We’re from St. Albert,” Alain
explained, adding he believes
the concept will easily sell to
other communities across
Canada. “But we grew up here
and we wanted the first actual
mural to be hung in St. Albert.”

The mural became a huge
fund-raiser for the Arts and
Heritage Foundation’s children’s
programs, as local artists volun-
teered their time to paint the
small individual tiles. But just
what Lavoie’s image would
depict was kept secret until
Thursday’s unveiling.

Scene 27 CIVC ready with new volunteer Web site

28 Sidekicks party needs a home

30 Kitchen gifts a treat for chefs-at-heart

April Bartlett/St.Albert Gazette

STANDING OUT IN A CROWD – Lewis Lavoie watches the reaction of a crowd of spectators
as the St. Albert Children’s Legacy Mural he designed was unveiled  Thursday night. Copies of this
fund-raising mural ($100) are available from the Arts and Heritage Foundation of St. Albert.

April Bartlett/St.Albert Gazette

IT’S A PUZZLE – Lewis Lavoie and  Phil Alain sorted through the paint-
ings early last month. Each painting was colour coded and sorted by num-
ber.Continued on page 23

The Children’s Legacy Mural will serve as a St. Albert landmark for decades to come

Images of inspiration

BEST SPORTS PAGES CLASS 2221

St. Marys (ON) Journal Argus 
St. Paul (AB) Journal 
Taber (AB) Times 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

A nice, eye-popping, modular 
layout and good package of features, 
game stories, solid photography and 
statistics made the St. Marys (ON) 
Journal Argus sports section a gold-
medal winner. While some of the 
writing included those dreaded cli-
chés like “it was baptism by fire”, most 
of the writing was better than average 
and was easy to read. The use of co-
lour on the front is obviously a bonus 
for the reader and receiving six pages 
to fill with sports shows the newspa-
per has a publisher who knows how 
important the sports section is in a 
community.

The St. Paul (AB) Journal, also a 
tabloid, was just a point back. The 
writing was pedestrian but clean and 
concise. Josh Aldrich obviously had a 
lot to write and was in some cases just 
trying to get their story written, but 
he could have gone the extra mile and 
come up with some stronger leads. 
The photography was very good, 
although the cutline on the front page 
was far too long. Anything over three 
lines is a story. The layout was modu-
lar and looked good despite a large 

advertising hole.
Third-place Taber (AB) Times 

used a strong colour photograph and 
layout on its front and used a good 
variety of pics and stories inside for a 
very bright package.

Overall, several newspapers are 
content to run team or posed shots 
on their front pages rather than use 
a strong photo to anchor the page. 
Many papers appeared to have little 
knowledge of what good layout looks 
like. The writing was below average 
overall. Read the best writers out 
there and develop your own bright 
style.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

SporSportsts Sports Tips
Contact Sports Editor
Pat Payton

Telephone: (519) 284-2440
E-mail: sports@stmarys.com

This Week In Sports
The Ladies Slow Pitch playoff tourney
was held this past weekend. Page 19

Hockey players (13-19) are needed for
the Rec. League in St. Marys. Page 22 Wednesday, September 15, 2004 • Page 17

G O L F  F E A T U R E

The Welsh
golfer is the
granddaughter
of Jim and
Donna Loucks
of St. Marys 

By Pat Payton
SPORTS EDITOR

A young Welsh golfer,
who has her sights on
playing on the Ladies
Professional Golf
Association (LPGA) tour
someday, has family con-
nections in St. Marys. 

Breanne Loucks, 16, is
the daughter of St. Marys
native Bill Loucks, and
they’ve resided in the
Chester area of Wales for
the past 16 years.
Breanne is the grand-
daughter of Dr. Jim and
Donna Loucks, of St.
Marys.

She started playing golf
as she approached the
age of nine, influenced by

her father and older
brother Ryan, now 19. It
wasn’t long before she
had her first handicap
(30); this was at the Chirk
golf club in Wales. 

Breanne was then
scouted by the girls
Denbighshire and
Flintshire county captain,
and played her first coun-
ty championships and
county matches when she
was 9. “I have played
county golf at the girls
level ever since,” she
noted.

At the age of 12, the
young golfer qualified for
the match play stages of
the Welsh Girls champi-
onships—playing off a
handicap of 12.

“I remember because I
was playing off 12 at the
age of 12,” she says. “At
the end of that competi-
tion, they announced the
Welsh Girls International
team. I made second non-
travelling reserve; I was
absolutely delighted.”

When she was 14,
Breanne made the Welsh
Team to play in the
European Under-18 team

championship and later
on that year she made the
Welsh Team for the Home
Internationals (where the

four British nations play
each other—Ireland,
Scotland, England and
Wales).

At the start of last year,
Breanne finished second
in the Scottish Under-16
championship.

She went on to qualify
third in the Welsh Ladies
championship, but had to
pull out because of an
exam the day after the
qualifying rounds. 

At the end of that com-
petition, Breanne was
chosen to play in two
events to represent
Wales—the four-person
team European Under-18
team championship, and
the European Young
Masters, which is an
Under-16 event.

“Two girls and two boys
are chosen, and in this
case the two girls were
my best mate Lydia, and
I,” she said. “The team
came third; we got a
bronze medal.”

After arriving home
from the European Young
Masters, Breanne went
straight into playing in
the Welsh Girls champi-
onship. She reached the
final, but lost and settled
for runner-up.

The Home

Internationals Team was
selected and she repre-
sented Wales again for
the third time that year. 

“When I came back
from the Home
Internationals, I was
picked to represent Wales
in the European Ladies
Individual Stroke play,”
she recalled. “When I got
to the competition, I got
the ‘started’ sheet and
found out that I was going
to be playing for Canada,
instead, for the week. 

“The day I arrived
home, I received a letter
in the post that I had
made first non-travelling
reserve for the Welsh
Ladies Home
Internationals Team,” she
said. “I was delighted
with last year; it was
great.”

She finished the 2003
season with a playing
handicap of 4.

Current year
Breanne Loucks started

this current golf season
with winter training in La
Manga, Spain, with the
Welsh ladies team.

Breanne Loucks has sights on LPGA Tour

J R .  B  H O C K E Y

Exciting OT win salvages weekend for Lincs
After opening
with 7-5 loss in
Strathroy
Saturday night 

By Pat Payton
SPORTS EDITOR

It was a baptism by fire
for some St. Marys
Lincolns’ rookies Sunday
afternoon at the arena.

And they passed their
acid test with flying
colours, helping Lincs
post a thrilling, last-sec-
ond 7-6 overtime victory
over the Sarnia Blast.

The come-from-behind
win came less than 24
hours after Lincolns
dropped their Western Jr.
B Hockey League season
opener, 7-5, to the
Rockets in Strathroy.

With some veterans out
with injuries Sunday, and
a couple more out for the
rest of the afternoon with
game misconducts, coach
Merlin Malinowski was
forced to throw some of
this year’s freshmen into
key situations . . . and
they responded.

First-year defencemen
such as Derek Matheson,
Greg McGrath and Mike
Gillen logged a lot of ice
time in the late stages of

the contest. Matheson,
from Durham, also scored
a third-period goal, and
another rookie, centre
Jordan King from
Belmont, jammed in the
winner with just one sec-
ond left in the five-minute
OT period.

Malinowski was proud
of his charges for their
never-say-die attitude.

“We never once quit; we
were down the whole
game and we just kept
battling back,” he said.
“For the kids to pick up
the two points the way
they did, it’s incredible.

“We had lots of intensity
and emotion. To win that
game brings back the
good feeling and confi-
dence that we deserved
after the exhibition sched-
ule (Lincs went 6-0).”

Malinowski says
Sunday’s pressure-cooker
experience will only help
the rookies down the
road.

“For the young guys
having to take that
responsibility in a close
game, they went through
the fire today and came
out okay.

“For experience and
confidence, the kids will
only benefit getting all
that ice time.”

Two, two-goal deficits
Lincolns twice fought

back from two-goal

deficits.
Trailing 3-1 and with

just three seconds
remaining in the first
period, King won a face-

off back to Matt Read and
his point shot entered the
Sarnia net with just one
second left on the clock.

Lincs’ special teams

continued to play a key
role in the second period.
A shorthanded marker by
Justin Salt and powerplay
tally by Nathan Peacock

pulled St. Marys even at
4-4. It was Lincolns’ third
man-advantage goal of
the contest.

With the score dead-
locked 5-5 in the third,
Lincs’ centre Luke Vick
picked up a high-sticking
penalty with just 5:35 to
play and the Blast netted
the go-ahead goal just 29
seconds later.

However, Vick
“redeemed” himself when
he set up Peacock’s tying
goal with just 76 seconds
left in regulation time.

Peacock also earned an
assist on King’s OT win-
ner, giving the
Tillsonburg native a
three-point game. Salt,
with a goal and two
assists, and Vick with
three assists, also had
three-point afternoons.

Defencemen Kevin
Wydeven fired the other
St. Marys goal, on a first-
period powerplay. Chris
Myers had two goals and
three assists for Sarnia.

Matt Dalton made his
second straight start and
made 32 saves as the
Blast held a 38-27 edge in
shots on net.

“Now, we have a few
days off until (this) Friday
and we can kind of
regroup and catch our
breath,” Malinowski said.

“I feel confident with

Breanne Loucks celebrates after sinking a
putt on the 17th green to win her match
against an opponent from England during the
European Under-21 team championships at
Royal Cinque Ports (Kent, England).

(Contributed photo)

See U.S., page 18

Winger David Chessell (9) gets a rough ride in front of the Sarnia net
during a Lincolns’ powerplay Sunday. Rookie Jordan King scored with
just one second left in overtime, lifting Lincs to a thrilling 7-6 win. See Second, page 18
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Whistler (BC) Question 
Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Advertiser 
Fort Frances (ON) Times 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

There is no shortage of great com-
munity sports coverage across the 
country, and many of the 32 entries 
that comprised this class are doing an 
outstanding job.

The winning entry, the Whistler 
(BC) Question, was ahead of the pack 
in photo quality and reproduction. 
Well written articles, thoughtful lay-
out and attention to detail put this tab 
at the top of its class.

A close second was the Wetaskiwin 
(AB) Times Advertiser. Its community 
can’t complain about the extensive 
coverage given to local sports by this 
tab. 

The Fort Frances (ON) Times 
slipped in at third spot as the top 
broadsheet, with above-average writ-
ing highlighting this sports section.

Those entries that scored high 
featured crisp writing, clean layout, a 
broad scope of coverage, good photos 
and a stats page. It was encourag-
ing to see a mix of stories, including 
features, game reports and issues 
regarding the local sports scene.

One of the common problems that 
hampered a number of papers was a 

poor print job, which unfortunately 
compromised the quality of otherwise 
good colour photos as well as the 
overall impact of the sports section. 

Nonetheless, the community sports 
reporters across the nation should be 
commended for the quality of work 
they produce each week.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

PHOTO BY BONNY MAKAREWICZ, THE QUESTION

Whistler’s Scott Hume races to victory in Saturday’s Mars Cup men’s slalom race held on Whistler.
Hume was one of many Whistler Mountain Ski Club members who found themselves atop the
podium at the Mars Cup.

Scott Hume captures three firsts in 
FIS-sanctioned event in Whistler
Kim THOMPSON
sports@whistlerquestion.com

The Mars Cup race series stopped in Whistler last
week for the first FIS-sanctioned races since the 2010
Olympic announcement. 

Starting last Thursday, the four-day event was the
first time racers were able to challenge Lower Cruiser,
the future Olympic technical race hill. Whistler Moun-
tain Ski Club athletes swept up many of the medals.

“Our athletes are expected to be winning races like
the Mars Cup,” said Igor Dostal, WMSC FIS coach.
“We do a lot of training on this run so our skiers defi-
nitely had home-turf advantage.”

The action began with two giant slalom races on
Thursday and Friday. The men’s race experienced a
Whistler tidal wave on the podium with Scott Hume
taking top spot in a total time of 2 minutes, 17.45 sec-

onds. His brother, Jeff Hume, took second in 2:19.51
and Manuel Osborne-Paradis grabbed third in
2:20.79.

On Friday, Scott Hume continued the trend by tak-
ing gold again in 2:21.79. Mark Bridgewater of New
Zealand finished second in 2:25.07 while B.C. Team
member Dustin Fraser of Quadra Island took third in
2:25.61.

“It was nice that Scott Hume stepped up to par in
order to help out some of our slower racers,” Dostal
said.

In the women’s GS races, Whistlerite Anastasia
Skryabina took third both days. Still skiing with ankle
injuries, Charlotte Whitney finished fifth on Thurs-
day. Janelle Miller received a gold medal for her
2:30.58 performance and Lindsay Kraft finished in
second.

“Charlotte has been focusing on speed training for
the last month so it took a bit for her to get back into
technical mode,” Dostal said.

sports&community

WMSC racers find
Mars Cup success
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Blackcomb Freestyle
Club prepares for
nationals

The Blackcomb Freestyle Club team
took to the slopes at Cypress Mountain last
weekend for a Canadian series competi-
tion. Keltie Hicks skied aggressively during
the moguls competition, finishing seventh. 

Athletes from provincial teams across
Canada competed in the event. Saturday’s
mogul course turned icy, which resulted in
slower times. Eddie Hicks, a Blackcomb
freestyle skier, finished 23rd in the field of 59. 

Dual moguls was canceled Sunday be-
cause of weather. The course turned to
slush and was too dangerous for the big
jumps that competitors typically execute.

The Blackcomb Freestyle Ski Team — Ed-
die and Keltie Hicks, Dana and Shane Jensen,
Zack Glanzberg, Cam Doyle, Drew Diggins
and Coach Marc McDonell, head to Silver
Star Mountain in Vernon this weekend for the
Canadian Junior National Championships.

The athletes will compete in moguls,
dual moguls, big air and halfpipe. After the
nationals, the skiers return to Blackcomb
for Spring Break camp, where they will
work on some new jumps for B.C. Cham-
pionships in April. The Spring Break camp
is open to all interested skiers. 

PSS snowboarders
bring home 
provincial silver

Pemberton Secondary’s snowboard
team tasted success at the provincial cham-
pionships, March 1 to 3 at Sun Peaks Resort.
The team’s combined score earned a silver
medal in a field of 15 schools. Along with
coach Boyd Hargitt, the boys travelled to
Kamloops for the high-school event. 

Pemberton has been a regular partici-
pant in recent years with the help of Har-
gitt. This year’s team includes both Grade
11 and 12 students Tommy Hartl, Miles
McGeough, Mike Steers, Corey Antonelli,
John Allen and Scott Hunter.

The giant-slalom-like course provided
a challenge, but the Pemberton boys
stepped up to it, said Hargitt.

Whistlerites bring
home the hardware

Whistlerite Gar Robinson earned four
gold medals and Grace Oaks won two last
weekend at the FIS International Masters
Ski Championships at Panorama.

In the 75-to-79-year-old category,
Robinson, a former member of the UBC
Ski Team, took home gold in both giant
slalom races and both slaloms. Oaks took
gold medals in both GS races and silver
medals in both slaloms in the 65 to 69 class.

Randall Carpenter, competing in the 50
to 54 age class, earned silver in all four races.

The FIS International Masters included
some 80 racers from Europe, as well as
those from North America.

Carpenter said she looks forward to
meeting the competitors again in Aspen,
Colo., for the USA National Masters, March
21 to 28.

Going beyond
snowboarding
Q&A chats with pro
snowboarder Jonaven
Moore about life
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Going bald for
their cousin
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Black’s patio
work honoured
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Area farmers
aim to please
Pemberton farmers trying
to meet growing demand
for organic produce
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Brampton (ON) Guardian 
Campbell River (BC) Mirror 
Kelowna (BC) Capital News 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 12,500 and over

Sports is action and colour, whether 
words or visuals. Too many papers rely 
on team photos or run only a few pho-
tos over five or six pages, a downfall 
for many of the 45 entries, especially 
the papers using broadsheet format. 
An action shot will draw readers to the 
page. Writing quality suffered—where 
are the colourful quotes from the coach 
or athlete? Describing how each goal or 
run was scored is not the same as hav-
ing the participants tell the story, espe-
cially when the game is old news by the 
time the paper arrives on the kitchen 
table. And there’s more to sports than 
just hockey. Communities with Junior 
A teams seemed to dominate the pages 
at the expense of other sports cover-
age. The Brampton (ON) Guardian 
garnered top honours thanks to Frank 
Juzenas and Robin Inscoe using their 
broadsheet to advantage, with big visu-
als and plenty of stories/features to read 
over a cup of java.

Runner-up Campbell River (BC) 
Mirror also drew readers in to the 
sports section created by Terry 
Farrell. Strong layout and a good 
read on Wednesday morning. Good 
colour in the game stories. Farrell 

complemented stories on football 
and hockey with a piece on dressage 
and disabled skiing. A stronger photo 
element on the front page might have 
moved Warren Henderson’s Kelowna 
(BC) Capital News higher than third, 
but his story variety, visuals and 
strong layout separated this paper 
from the Abbotsford (BC) Times, my 
honourable mention recipient. The 
Guardian and The Mirror still finished 
top-three despite not having a statistics 
page. Hockey, baseball, soccer and 
high school sports associations often 
have web sites that can be accessed on 
the Internet. Take advantage of this 
and enhance your sports pages while 
also earning an easy five points–could 
make the difference in the final judging 
from first to third. A lot of papers with 
healthy circulations failed the grade 
because the sports section appeared 
to be an afterthought. Sports is also a 
reflection of the community and the 
paper needs to show this by providing 
more space to accommodate the array 
of sports, from high school to club, 
offered in Canada’s larger communities 
where the community paper competes 
with major dailies.
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DRIVERS

RACE IN TODAY! TO
PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $2,999 DOWN

FREIGHT AND P.D.E. INCLUDED

$17,420 MSRP

LEASE FOR $188*

NICELY EQUIPPED

FOR ONLY
• Purchase financing only 2.8%

• 1.8 L, 130 hp engine

• 5-speed manual transmission 

• Air conditioning

• Power locks and mirrors 

• AM/FM stereo CD

• Keyless entry …and more

247 Queen St. E. Brampton
(905) 451-7235 www.attrelltoyota.com

Corolla CE
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Baseball all-stars announced

LEISURE 
& SPORTS

Sidelines

Strikers sink Owen Sound

Roughnecks work overtime

Basketball camp registration

Bantams bounce Oakville
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BEFORE!
bramptonguardian.com
www.

DON’T DRINK
AND DRIVE!

A reminder from Peel
Regional Police

and
Canadians for Safe and

Sober Driving / ADD

Nine players from Brampton high schools
have been selected to the Region of Peel Sec-
ondary School Athletic Association (ROPSSAA)
Tier 2 baseball all-star team.

Included are three players from Cardinal
Leger Lancers, who lost in the Tier 2 final to
Loyola. Pitcher and shortstop Justin Deleskie
had a 6-1 record with a .400 batting average.
Pitcher and first baseman Kyle Cockburn com-
piled a 4-0 record with a .300 batting average
while pitcher and second baseman Chris Beagle
had a 3-0 record with a .280 batting average.

Chinguacousy was represented by pitcher
Davien Lalee who had a .632 batting average,
three home runs, scored seven runs and 10 RBIs
with a 3-0 record and shortstop George Dimack-
os who had a .647 batting average, scored 11
runs, belted three home runs and drove in 10
runs.

Turner Fenton had a pair of all-stars. Infield-
er Andy Mohamed had a .538 batting average
with seven home runs and 26 RBIs. Pitcher and
infielder Brett Nicholls had 10 walks and had a
high on base percentage. He had a .294 batting
average and eight RBIs.

St. Augustine also had two all stars. Catcher
Mike Gareri had a .545 batting average, a .640
on base percentage, two home runs and 19
RBIs. Pitcher Steve Hough had a 3-0 record,
struck out 35 in 23 innings, with a 1.22 ERA.

There were no Brampton players nominated
for the Tier 1 all-star team.

Brampton The Brick Bantam B lacrosse
squad had a fairly easy time with Oakville in re-
cent Ontario Larcosse Association action,
downing their rivals 11-5 at Memorial Arena.

Anthony Caputo held the hot hand for the
Excelsiors with four goals while Josh Burrick
scored three times and set up three more. Bran-
don Kennedy, Derek Bindon, Tyler Laplante and
Matt Yorke netted singles. Justin Brewer and
Jackson Stevens picked up two helpers each.
Single assists went to Kyle Slessor, Sean Burke,
Michael Lichty and Kevin Campbell.

Basketball players note, registration is com-
ing up for a boys summer basketball camp at
St. Marguerite d’Youville Secondary School.

Registration is scheduled for Saturday July 3
from noon to 2 p.m. in the gym at the school.
The camp runs from Aug. 16 to 20 from noon
to 3 p.m. each day. The program is for young-
sters going into grades 7, 8, or 9 in the Bramp-
ton area. Cost is $100 per person.

Parents can pick up a brochure at the school
or at registration. Coach Carlo Zoffranieri will
be visiting local elementary schools during
June to hand out brochures.

If parents have any questions call Zof-
franieri at 647-886-4242 or email to
panther_basketball@hotmail.com.

The Brams United under-18 Strikers have had
things pretty much their own way against Owen
Sound in South Region Soccer League action.

It has been a different story against other teams
though.

The Strikers improved to 2-1-1 on the season
with a 5-0 win over Owen Sound this week. They
opened the season with a 4-0 win over the same
squad.

They suffered a 4-2 loss to Brantford and drew
1-1 with Erin Mills in their other outings.

Jessica Giudice scored three times to pace the
Strikers in the 5-0 win. Kyrie Dunlop and Jessica
Draycott netted the others.

In the first meeting between the two, Giudice,
Draycott, Kristianna Forster and Olivia Reed did
the damage.

Kailey Sharples recorded the shutouts in both
wins over Owen Sound.

Kyrie Dunlop and Giudice did the scoring in
the loss to Brantford while Alex Dunlop was the
lone goal scorer in the tie with Erin Mills.

The Roughnecks had to work a lot of over-
time to claim the novice division crown at the
Brampton Heritage Classic House League
Lacrosse Tournament at South Fletcher’s Sport-
splex last weekend.

The Roughnecks slipped by the Attack 9-8 in
overtime for the crown.

They downed the Bandits 7-5 in the semifi-
nal after disposing of the Rebels 9-8 in over-
time in game one and the Rock 9-8 in extra
time in game two.

Members of the championship team includ-
ed Zachary Conley, Jesse Pavao, Justin Darling,
Perrin Dennis, Jacob Conley, Stephan Mora,
Kien Vu, Addison Algar, Daniel Rea, Brayden
Harvey, Cameron Cutone, Shaun Yard,
Jonathon Milton, Tyler Mendes, Chris Murray,
Brendan Johnston and coach Todd Bloxam.

Kashama
hungry as
a Bear
By FRANK JUZENAS
Staff Writer

Alain Kashama says he is
“fresh” and “hungry” and
ready for the Chicago Bears.

After what he admits was
an uneven four-year career at
the University of Michigan the
former Bramalea Broncos
football star has signed as a
free agent with the National
Football League’s Bears.

For Kashama getting the
opportunity with the Bears
fulfills a dream he has had
since he was in Grade 10 in
Bramalea and started to play
football. A former basketball
player Kashama decided to
try football after his cousin
Tim Biakabutuka a former
running back at Michigan
signed an NFL contract with
the Carolina Panthers.

Kashama said that con-
vinced him that it was possi-
ble to make money playing
football.  That is a decision the
6-foot-5 275-pound defensive
end does not regret.

“Once I started to play
football I got noticed by

schools,’’ said Kashama a nat-
ural athlete who has also
played soccer and hockey.

He said that athletic ability
is what attracted the Bears
among a number of NFL
teams to contact him al-
though he was not drafted by
the NFL. His athletism led the
Montreal Alouettes to make
him a first round draft choice,
eighth overall in last month’s
CFL college draft.

The Bears had the fewest
sacks among NFL teams last
season but have a new defen-
sive minded head coach in
Lovie Smith, the defensive co-
ordinator when the St. Louis
Rams won the Super Bowl.

“I was offered more mon-
ey by other teams but this was
the best opportunity,’’ said
Kashama who is eager to
show what he can do in the
NFL.

The Bears web site also
rates Kashama highly.

“Kashama possesses the
athleticism, speed and natur-
al pass rush instincts to chal-
lenge for a job with the Bears,’’
according to the team.

Kashama has been
clocked at 4.33 seconds in the
40 yards remarkable speed for
a defensive lineman.

Kashama spent four years
playing football at Bramalea.

After that he played a year at
Vieux Montreal, a CJEP school
where he was ranked as the
No. 2 prospect in Canada by
Super Prep rating service.
With a number of universities
calling Kashama followed his
cousin by heading to Michi-
gan.

Rare for a freshman, and
even more unusual for a
Canadian, Kashama was not
red-shirted his first year but
made the playing roster as a
true freshman.

The dream continued as
Kashama started two of nine
games and was named to the
Freshman All-America team,
the first Canadian to earn that
honour.

But Kashama was not giv-
en the chance to show his
abilities in future years at
Michigan.

“I was in the doghouse, I
was blackballed,’’ said
Kashama. He said he does not
want to discus why he ran
into problems at Michigan
but he said he did not fit the
unquestioning personality
that the school wanted out of
its football players.

“My parents raised me to
be a man,’’ he said. “Michigan
is a great school. But when
they ask you to jump you just
say how high.’’

He does acknowledge that
the school did prefer its play-
ers study certain programs
like kinesology but Kashama
elected to major in Afro-
American studies, in which he
is close to graduation.

For his career he dressed
for 40 games but only started
six. He made 37 tackles, 11 for
losses, recorded six sacks,
broke up two passes and re-
covered one fumble.  But
when given the chance
Kashama played well.

Twice in his career he was
named the defensive player of
the game and both were sig-
nificant games, in his senior
year against Ohio State, the
school’s biggest rival when he
recorded two sacks and two
years ago in the Outback
Bowl.

Kashama said he has met
with Bears general manager
Jerry Angelo and the team is
prepared to give him a chance
without any of the reputation
from his Michigan days.

“The Bears said it will be a
clean slate,’’ he said.

Kashama looks at the pos-
itive side of his inactivity at
Michigan. Because he saw
limited playing time he has no
injuries and his body is fresh.
He is also hungry to show his
skills.

Kashama, a native of Zaire,
is one of four sons in a Bramp-
ton family. 

Another brother, Hakim,
played football at the the Uni-
versity of Connecticut.
Younger brother Fernand
helped Notre Dame Knights
win the Peel high school
championship last season
and has earned a scholarship
to Western Michigan Univer-
sity. An even younger brother,
Bronly, is 12 years old and still
attending school in Bramp-
ton.

Daniel Linardic, from the Brampton Bullets Track Club reaches the finish line in the mite
boys 100 metre race with a time of 17.07 seconds during the Bullets Standards annual
track and field meet at Chinguacousy Park on Sunday.

Photo by Bryon Johnson

Faster than a speeding Bullet

ALAIN KASHAMA

Bramptonian headed to
camp with NFL squad 



BEST SPECIAL SECTION
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CLASS 2231

Midland (ON) The Free Press 
Powell River (BC) Peak 
Taber (AB) Times 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 3,999

Sponsored by Transcontinental Media, Newspaper Group
TRANSCONTINENTAL MEDIA, NEWSPAPER GROUP TROPHY

A special section should be a 
supplement of the regular news that 
is differentiated from that publication 
by its content and layout. The pub-
lication must entice with its theme, 
design and cohesive layout and then 
hold interest with its editorial con-
tent, photos and advertising. 

Midland (ON) The Free Press 
celebrated 125 years in business by 
painstakingly chronicling and high-
lighting the most memorable of 125 
years of local news in an elegant two-
volume, 88-page supplement.

Every page leads in with a brief 
piece of the past, which placed local 
news and photos in the context of 
national and world news of the day. 
This made this not only a one-of-a-
kind keepsake for those with any ties 
to the area, but also a very compelling 
read for those without. Enhancing 
the impact of this reminiscent piece 
was a newsy black and white layout 
with process colour found only in the 
advertisements. The cumulative effect 
is a cohesive and handsome package 
that alluringly and comfortably takes 
the reader from front to back.

Powel River (BC) Peak published 
a very unique “Cultural Colour” 
supplement, whose design elements 
alone catapulted it into one of the first 
three spots. With a variety of local 
talent to lure residents as well as visi-
tors to the area, this informative “arts” 
supplement far surpasses many other 
area self-promotional pieces.

Taber (AB) Times’ “Oilpatch, Pro-
gressing into the 21st Century” met 
and exceeded all the criteria judged 
by this category, from a unique idea 
or theme to design elements that 
complement the theme and present 
a very neat, readable and interesting 
piece. 

A special section should be more 
than an advertising opportunity. 
Some entries were not very unique in 
their theme. Others were very unique 
in their theme, but lacked the design 
component necessary to compete 
successfully in this category. While 
editorial content should probably out 
weigh the design component, in order 
to get the attention of potential read-
ers, the look must be enticing. 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST SPECIAL SECTION CLASS 2232

Northwest Territories (NT) NWT News 
North 
Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands 
Driftwood 
Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News North 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 4,999 – 12,499

Diversity was the byword among 
this year’s special section entries.

The pool of 38 entries consisted 
of the usual assortment of business 
progress editions, wedding supple-
ments, home improvement guides, 
historical tributes, festival supple-
ments and vacation guides. The win-
ning entries took common concepts 
and developed them in new ways.

The best of the supplements were 
professional products, which piqued 
the reader’s interest and brought a 
fresh approach to the subject matter.

Unfortunately, too many of the 
entries in this category were poorly 
presented or lacked impact. A good 
supplement should captivate the 
reader. It should have good local 
content, packaged in an interesting 
way. In some cases, the supplement 
entries had plenty of content but did 
not present it well. In other cases, lo-
cal content was lacking or the subject 
matter was stale.

Opportunities North, a supplement 
from the Northwest Territories (NT) 
News/North, stood out from the rest 
of the entries. With its clean, pro-

fessional appearance and thorough 
coverage of northern business, it took 
the concept of a business edition to a 
new level.

Second place went to the Salt 
Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands Drift-
wood for the photo supplement, A 
Day in the Life of Salt Spring Island. 
This supplement had excellent pho-
tography in an attractive package. The 
cover, however, could have benefited 
from a stronger presentation.

The Nunavut (NU) News/North’s 
“Mining North” supplement took 
the third place. Attractive packaging 
enhanced the content and made this 
entry stand out.
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BEST SPECIAL SECTION
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CLASS 2233

Victoria (BC) News 
Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 
Whitby (ON) This Week 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 12,499 and over

Although in judging this category I 
placed a premium on originality, two 
of the three winners didn’t so much do 
something really different as they did 
something familiar exceptionally large 
and exceptionally well.

The Victoria (BC) News’ 100-page 
“Best of the City, 10th Anniversary” 
was fabulous: It looked great, with a 
clean design of both the editorial and 
advertising components, and offered 
a comprehensive “Best of ...” that puts 
the lame “readers’ choice” advertising 
features to shame. It covered food, local 
personalities, even trails for outdoorsy 
Vancouver Islanders. There were days’ 
worth of reading in a wonderful pack-
age.

The Surrey/North Delta (BC) 
Leader’s “75th Anniversary Edition” 
comprised four broadsheet sections (56 
pages) that provided a comprehensive 
look at the history both of the paper 
and of the community it serves. Kudos 
for a strong, consistent old-school 
design that extended to the ads, which 
complemented the editorial content 
and highlighted, in many cases, other 
businesses’ long service to the region.

In third place, Whitby (ON) This 

Week did something different, pro-
ducing a 24-page package on people 
from its community who have done 
great things in sports, from the mighty 
Brooklin Redmen lacrosse team to 
Olympic sprinter Perdita Felicien to 
Northern Dancer, a horse that won two 
Triple Crown races in 1964.

Among the notable entrants outside 
of the top three:

Oshawa (ON) This Week’s “Faces 
of the Future”, a look at dozens of 
young people in its community who 
show promise. The idea was common  
among this year’s entries but this one 
was the best looking of the bunch.

The Surrey (BC) Now’s “Our Olym-
pians” was a good idea and included 
awesome photos by Brian Howell in a 
spare, clean package designed by Elaine 
Dove Hoover. It had a weak advertising 
component, however, and felt forced 
as a stand-alone section; I think, as a 
three-page spread.

The entries didn’t make the cut were 
hurt by, among other things; been-
there-done-that ideas, weak design, 
dull stories and, at times, the cardinal 
sin of providing virtually no service to 
the reader.
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BEST WEB SITE DESIGN
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www.prpeak.com,  
Powell River (BC) Peak 
www.strathmorestandard.com, 
Strathmore (AB) Standard 
www.provostnews.ca,  
Provost (AB) News  

1.

2.

3.

Many of the entries in this year’s Best Web 
Site Design classes find a balance among 
readability, ease of use, business practices and 
community spirit. The top three winners from 
each class are each a multimedia smorgasbord 
of static and dynamic images, interactivity, 
diversity and colour co-ordination.

The seriousness of that which is newswor-
thy must be balanced with elements that are 
visually motivating for a reader or user of the 
web site to want to read through the stories, 
examine the images and, of course, check the 
advertisements.

Many web sites still lack for use of solid de-
sign values, or even direction, for news-based 

organizations. Text that is too small, too co-
lourful, or too weird a font does nothing but 
detract from the readability of something that 
should have been designed to be read.

Multiple colours crash and collide to 
further complicate visual interest. Images that 
are too small–or altogether missing–belea-
guer some of the webs. Strange crashes, disap-
pearing elements, blank pages, excessive load 
times on high-speed Internet connections 
bring users to a screeching, grinding halt 
when they fail to function, or cause distrac-
tions.

The winners, however, kept state-of-the-art 
technical implementations to a minimum, 

and carefully selected and used them for valid 
reasons. Contrasting and complementary, 
rather than clashing, items of interest are 
placed on larger screen real estate. Images 
are used to draw the reader into the stories 
buried further in the web site.

But, in the end, there can be only one win-
ner per class, and the winners each use the 
technology, design skills and news stories and 
images that they possess to the best of their 
abilities to create an electronic forum appro-
priate for the communities and readership.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

CLASS 2241
Circulation up to 3,999

www.gulfislands.net,  
Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf  
Islands Driftwood  
www.wltribune.com,  
Williams Lake (BC) Tribune  
www.brooksbulletin.com,  
Brooks (AB) Bulletin  

1.

2.

3.

CLASS 2242
Circulation 4,000 – 12,499

www.mississauga.com,  
Mississauga (ON) News  
www.reddeerexpress.com,  
Red Deer (AB) Red Deer Express  
www.langleyadvance.com,  
Langley (BC) Advance News  

1.

2.

3.

CLASS 2243
Circulation 12,500 & over



BEST CANADIAN FORCES NEWSPAPER

CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005 41

CLASS 22511. Listowel (ON) Banner
2. Spruce Grove (AB) Reporter
3. High River (AB) South Peace News

1.
2.
3.

Circulation open

Publishing a military newspaper under the direct control of the base 
commander offers challenges not found in normal community newspaper 
operations. The staff of The Trident, from CFB Halifax, NS, do it best. They 
write tight factual news stories, have great, well-cropped photos and use clear 
precise layout techniques. They serve their community very well.

The CFB Esquimalt (BC) Lookout is a good paper with a focus on people. 
It has a modern clean layout and easy to read type. The Aurora, from CFB 
Greenwood, NS, is a solid newspaper but suffers from outdated layout and 
graphic design. With lots of good content all this paper really needs is more 
exciting photos to illustrate the stories and a good graphic re-design. The CFB 
Trenton (ON) Contact needs to work on their editorial and photo content and 
stop putting boxes around every other story.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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At Agricore United™

we bring a lot to the table.

We’re committed to helping western Canadian farmers produce the
world’s highest quality food.

Every day, Agricore United helps our customers grow the food
Canadians eat. By supplying seed, expert agronomic advice, and access
to international markets, Agricore United helps western Canadian
farmers produce wheat, canola, malting barley, Linola™ and much
more. We’re here to stay, totally committed to improving the quality
and quantity of food production, and ensuring that agriculture in
western Canada flourishes.

At Agricore United, we’re proud to supply Canada’s farmers with
a long list of quality products and services. And in the years ahead,
you can be sure we’ll add even more to our menu.

Agricore United™ is a trademark of United Grain Growers Limited.
Linola™ is a trademark of CSIRO and United Grain Growers Limited.
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BEST ENVIRONMENTAL WRITING
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CLASS 3011

Jane George, Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) 
Nunatsiaq News 
Jamie Baker, Happy Valley-Goose Bay (NL) 
Labradorian 
Edward Hill, Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) 
Chronicle 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation up to 9,999

While some stories in this category 
spoke to issues such as communities 
divided over whether or not to sup-
port wind power or how to deal with 
forest parasites, the majority of them 
dealt with water. Lake water, river 
water, ocean water, ground water; 
protecting water and its ecosystems; 
cleaning it up; keeping it from disap-
pearing; preventing its pollution. Five 
of these 58 entries showed truly excel-
lent writing.

All contest entries should be free of 
grammar and spelling errors. The is-
sue being discussed should be clearly 
stated at the beginning of the story. 
Do not overlook the importance of 
including an explanatory letter and 
marking the appropriate story on the 
tearsheet.

First place went to Jane George of 
the Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) Nunat-
siaq News. She brought global warm-
ing home to her readers through 
seven extremely well organized and 
smoothly written articles. George pre-
sented the local side of this worldwide 
problem through exceptional writing, 
by creating interesting, easy-to-read 

prose. Interviews were presented 
along with informative sidebars to 
give balance to the subject. She also 
noted the lack of action by local poli-
ticians.

Jamie Baker of the Happy Valley-
Goose Bay (NL) Labradorian took 
second with his series on a dump 
and fuel storage site abandoned 
by the United States. Baker put his 
research together with interviews 
and a thought-provoking editorial in 
clear, readable articles that ultimately 
brought about needed action by gov-
ernment.

In third is Edward Hill of the Lady-
smith/Chemainus (BC) Chronicle for 
his two articles on preserving a river 
and recreating spawning areas. This 
feel-good story shows how Canadians 
are taking on the responsibility of 
caring for their environment and Hill 
tells it with smooth, readable style.
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BEST ENVIRONMENTAL WRITING CLASS 3012

Doug Draper & Paul Forsyth, Niagara (ON) 
This Week 
Jim Mosher, Gimli (MB) Interlake Spectator 
Don Bodger, Duncan (BC) Cowichan News 
Leader 

1.

2.
3.

Circulation 10,000 & over

This year’s 45 entries in the Envi-
ronmental Writing category showed 
that Canadian newspapers are writing 
about a wide range of environmen-
tal matters. Topics such as: water 
preservation, sewage treatment, 
preservation of farmland and green 
space, land filling, recycling and 
wildlife protection were insightful 
and informative. Those entering this 
category should take time to include 
a letter explaining the story they have 
submitted. In addition, background 
articles and follow-up pieces can 
often be helpful.

First place goes to the Regional 
Municipality of Niagara (ON) This 
Week for an excellent three-part series 
written by Doug Draper and Paul 
Forsyth about the secretive Niagara 
Parks Commission’s plans to con-
struct a gondola ride for tourists in 
and around the most famous natural 
landmark in all of Canada—Niagara 
Falls. The three part series was well 
written, made an immediate impact 
and featured strong photos and an ex-
cellent layout. The outrage felt by the 
community was clear in the articles 

and the paper went on to uncover 
more plans by the Commission to in-
stall other amusement park-type rides 
at the Falls. Eventually the gondola 
project was cancelled.

In second is the Gimli (MB) In-
terlake Spectator for its story and fol-
low-up pieces written by Jim Mosher 
about millions of litres of sewage 
being dumped into Lake Winnipeg 
early in 2004. The paper was able to 
uncover what happened and report 
its findings to the public. The paper’s 
coverage led to government changes 
in the way such incidents are reported 
to the public.

The Duncan (BC) Cowichan 
News Leader took third place with 
its feature story about a community-
minded volunteer written by Don 
Bodger. The piece profiled a local 
man who gave countless hours of his 
time to local environmental protec-
tion projects around his community 
despite suffering an accident early in 
life that nearly led to his death and 
left him in constant pain. The profile 
was well done, easy to read and was 
thought-provoking.
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Kenojuak Ashevak, a celebrated artist from
Cape Dorset, will see her artwork installed in a
private school’s church, John Bell Chapel, in
Oakville, Ont. in early November. Stained glass
artists in Nova Scotia finished converting her
drawings into a window last week. (COMPLI-
MENTS OF SATTLER’S STAINED GLASS STUDIO)
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Arctic warming 
5-10 times faster
than once thought
Stopping climate change
will be “like trying to put
brakes on a supertanker”
JANE GEORGE

NUUK — A changed world, with robins
instead of polar bears, trees instead of tundra
and a busy, ice-free shipping lane through the
Northwest Passage. A place where sunburn
and new diseases are growing hazards and the

very core of the Inuit way of life is threatened
— that’s the scary and stark portrait of tomor-
row emerging from an Arctic Council report
on climate change in the Arctic.

The 1,400-page Arctic Climate Impact
Assessment, with findings from 250 experts,
will be released in Iceland on Nov. 9 at a spe-
cial symposium to be held before the Arctic
Council meets later that month.

But, last weekend in Nuuk, a gathering of
Arctic parliamentarians got a troubling pre-
view of the environmental, health and social
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BY DOUG DRAPER AND PAUL FORSYTH

Part 1

Sexing up
the Falls

The poster, crafted by graphically-gifted staff at the NPC 
that Kernahan is general manager of, is a humorous jab 
at the notorious tourist trap that for decades has enticed 
money-laden visitors with cheap thrills, fast food and wax 
museums paying tribute to everything from famous mur-
derers to celebrities and royalty.

Along with a flashback to last summer’s Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome outbreak that delivered a body 
blow to Southern Ontario’s tourism industry, it’s a meta-
phor for everything the NPC has traditionally stood for. 
As the guardian of one of the world’s most famous natural 
attractions, the commission is all that’s stood between the 
cataract and rampant commercialization that threatened 
to destroy it in the years leading up to the NPC’s creation 
119 years ago.

Now, some people are wondering if history is about to 
repeat itself. After enjoying a virtual monopoly for years, 

the NPC is now faced with an unprecedented amount of 
competition from private sector attractions for the tourism 
dollars that are the commission’s life blood.

In a move that stunned much of Niagara Falls, the NPC 
announced in June it was building a $23-million gondola 
ride, in which 40 cars suspended on cables from towers 
would propel tourists from the brink of the Horseshoe Falls 
at Table Rock into the Niagara River gorge.

The ride, the NPC said, would be smooth. The reception 
to the idea has been anything but.

At his age, Niagara Falls retiree John Den Onden figures 
he’s earned the right not to beat around the bush.

So after reviewing plans for the gondola ride at a recent 
NPC open house, he didn’t mince words.

“It’s the stupidest idea they’ve ever had,” he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PHOTOS BY NICK PERRY AND PAUL FORSYTH

A NEW VISION FOR A NEW ERA, OR A BETRAYAL OF 

A CENTURY-OLD MANDATE? NIAGARA THIS WEEK 

PRESENTS PART 1 OF A THREE-PART SERIES EXAMIN-

ING THE NIAGARA PARKS COMMISSION’S PROPOSED 

GONDOLA PROJECT, ITS REASONS FOR CONTEMPLAT-

ING CHANGES SOME ONCE THOUGHT UNTHINKABLE, 

AND A FEW OF THE PEOPLE AND ORGANIZATIONS 

RALLYING TO STOP WHAT THEY PERCEIVE AS THE 

BEGINNING OF THE END FOR ONE OF THE WORLD’S 

GREATEST NATURAL ATTRACTIONS.

On the wall of John Kernahan’s office at the Niagara Parks Commission headquarters is a poster styled in the 
circa-Bela Lugosi style of Hollywood horror films of the 1950s.  Along with a ghoulish-green Frankenstein’s 
monster, hands outstretched, are the captions ‘The Monster of Clifton Hill’ and ‘Worse Than SARS.’



EXCELLENCE IN RURAL REPORTING

44 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005

CLASS 3021

Isabelle Southcott, Powell River (BC) Peak 
Jacquie Nicholson, Swift Current (SK) 
Prairie Post 
Crystal Crimi, Uxbridge (ON) Times-Journal 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation open

First Place: Powell River (BC) 
Peak, “Work matters.” Reporter Isa-
belle Southcott and publisher Joyce 
Carlson made the most of a special 
occasion in their home town: the 
50th anniversary of the Powell River 
Association for Community Living 
(PRACL), a member-run, volun-
teer-staffed social agency that has 
pioneered a new attitude toward local 
people who have personal handicaps 
and developmental disabilities. With 
support from PRACL, they live busy 
lives within the town’s workplaces, at 
sports and cultural events, going to 
school with other students.

The Peak (circ. 3,992) told this 
story in several issues during 2004, 
highlighting the community’s ac-
complishment with a 12-page special 
section. It contains more than a dozen 
short features and sidebars, almost 
all with photo tie-ins, and a generous 
amount of sponsorship advertising.

The material is concise and crisply 
written, loaded with story-telling 
quotes and local names. Most pictures 
go beyond simply identifying source 
persons; they show people doing 
things, which the text describes. 

There are generous cutlines, and the 
layout is attractive and easy to read.

Second place: Swift Current (SK) 
Prairie Post, “What’s so great about 
Shaunavon? ... a lot!” The Prairie Post 
(circ. 24,656) describes neighbouring 
Shaunavon, a lively centre of 1,800 
that has no intention whatsoever 
of becoming yet another Western 
ghost town. With text and photos by 
Jacquie Nicholson, this multi-page 
feature describes the community’s 
campaign to attract new residents and 
additional employment, add to local 
amenities and provide good places to 
live and work.

Third place: Uxbridge (ON) Times-
Journal, “Harvest time - feeding the 
world’s hungry.” A scene-setting lead, 
by staff writer Crystal Crimi, keynotes 
four (tabloid) pages of text and pho-
tos about the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, a charity organization which 
has shipped nearly a million tonnes of 
crops overseas in its two-decade his-
tory. The Times Journal (circ. 8,750) 
depicts farmers harvesting corn, in 
a well-sourced feature about local 
contributions to an important inter-
national aid effort.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST BUSINESS WRITING AWARD CLASS 3031

Darrell Hookey, Whitehorse/Yukon 
Territory (YT) Yukon News 
David Loopstra, Brad Holden & Morgan 
Ian Adams, Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-
Bulletin 
Stephen Burnett, Northwest Territories 
(NT) NWT News North 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Sponsored by CN
CN TROPHY

Key to successful business writing 
is an ability to relate complex, often 
bland material, to readers in ways that 
brings the news to life. Unfortunately, 
many entries in the running this year 
failed to do that. Too many writers 
tended to rely on business execu-
tives and politicos to tell their stories, 
neglecting to explore how the news 
relates to the average reader.

Darrell Hookey takes top spot for 
his trio of stories about Yukon entre-
preneurs attempting to market the 
territory as a winter get-away desti-
nation. Using simple writing, well-
placed quotes and effective anecdotes, 
as well as strong photos and clean 
layout, Hookey and the Yukon News 
deliver a winner.

Staff from Collingwood (ON) 
Enterprise-Bulletin deserve kudos for 
their special report on plans to rede-
velop the city’s industrial waterfront. 
It is a good team effort, and a delight 
to read. What kept this piece from 
top spot was the absence of voices 
from residents and ratepayers’ groups, 
many of which had worked to thwart 
past redevelopment schemes.

Finally, Stephen Burnett’s report-
ing in the NWT News/North regard-
ing Northwest Territories’ refusal to 
disclose recipients of business devel-
opment loans is the best example of 
public service journalism in this year’s 
lot. A complex subject, Burnett man-
ages to keep it simple by carving it 
into several shorter stories. Well done.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

I S A B E L L E  S O U T H C O T T
PEAK REPORTER

When people have jobs they
feel included because they feel
like they are contributing to
society.

Powell River Association For
Community Living’s (PRACL)
clients are no different. They
enjoy working, receiving a pay-
cheque and being part of an
organization.

“Most people really value
their jobs and just belonging.
We all value our jobs, but some
of these people just value it a
bit more because it isn’t a given
that they’ll be working,” said
Lisa Daniels, PRACL employ-
ment services support worker.

Connie Polman Tuin is
PRACL’s employment support
services coordinator.

She said PRACL has people
employed in grocery stores,
the construction industry,
restaurants, retail, ground
maintenance, janitorial, car
washing, garden centres and
office work. There are people

employed in PRACL’s paper
shredding business and also
some working for a bank
shredding paper.

It is important to match the
right person to the right job.
“We do skill and interest
assessments,” said Polman
Tuin. “Our goal is to be suc-
cessful—it has to be successful
for both parties. Once we
make a placement we want the
people to stay there for a
while.”

PRACL’s employment sup-
port services offers free coach-
ing to employers. “So if an
employer hires someone from
our program we’ll send some-
one along to help train the new
worker until such a time that
they are independent.”

That support will continue if

the worker gets a new job or if
their job changes or if they
need more assistance, she
said.

PRACL’s employment pro-
gram began in 1986 after the
Canada Employment Centre
accepted a grant proposal.
Funding was secured in 1987
to hire a one-time support
worker to support 16 clients
to search for and keep paid
work placements.

Today PRACL’s employment
support services assists over 30
individuals. Some people work
two hours a week while others
work 16 or more hours. “It all
depends on their stamina,”
said Polman Tuin.

Individuals enjoy getting
paid for their work but they
also like the feeling of
belonging. “They like being
invited to different social
functions of the business like
the Christmas party, the
summer barbecue, that kind
of inclusion.”

REPORTER@PRPEAK.COM
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ON THE JOB: Robert Lang has been washing and cleaning vehicles at Big O Tires on Joyce Avenue
since the beginning of the summer. Lang, who enjoys his job, says he recently learned he has been
hired to work in the skate shop at the Powell River Recreation Complex.

ISABELLE SOUTHCOTT PHOTO

BUSY LADY: Catherine Clarke has been working at Canadian Tire since May of this
year. “I love it here. It keeps me busy,” says Clarke, whose job includes grounds mainte-
nance and inside cleaning. Trevor Lowe, owner of Canadian Tire, takes a break to
check on his busy employee.

Work matters
PRACL clients find satisfaction at work 

while they contribute to the local economy

Powell River Association For
Community Living (PRACL) won an
award last year that recognizes its work
to build an inclusive community.

The organization, which supports
people with disabilities, was recognized
by the Canadian Association For
Community Living for its outstanding
contribution toward building an inclu-
sive community.

Only one organization from each
province received the distinction.

PRACL was also awarded top marks

and five exemplary statuses by an inter-
national accreditation team earlier this
year. 

PRACL—best in BC

Today

4766 JOYCE AVENUE(Powell River) Ltd

YEAR AFTER YEAR, POWELL RIVER’S #1 REALTOR

Congratulations
Powell River Association for

Community Living (PRACL)

on 50 years of forward thinking

and serving our community.

By Darrell Hookey
News Correspondent

‘M
y goal is to enjoy myself and
show off the Yukon and make
a reasonable living.”

Reasonable living? You would think
such a statement would be heresy to the
ears of the Business Development Bank of
Canada.

Yet Mark Stenzig was given the Yukon’s
Young Entrepreneur Award anyway.

The development bank’s mandate is to
encourage businesses that are well-run,
employ locals and bring new money to a
region.

Stenzig has done that, but, “I don’t
think I will ever be a millionaire renting
canoes.”

Then, to explain, “This is not a busi-
ness, this is a lifestyle.

“I love the outdoors. I love being out-
side. I love taking people outdoors and
showing them things I have seen and
experienced.”

A favourite memory is of following the
tracks of a moose in the snow. The tracks
meet up with the tracks of a wolf and
there are tufts of hair until he saw a
depression in the snow of where the
moose fell.

Then, further down, he found the car-
cass.

“To read that story to my guests is
amazing.”

If he looks back on his life when he is
80 and sees no progress from today, he
will still be satisfied.

“Yeah, but I’ll be happy with a couple
of planes and some cabins.”

If there were such a thing as a “typical
Yukoner,” Stenzig would represent the best
of this breed.

He is personable and gracious, yet
there is toughness under that clean-cut
exterior. He is proud of the Yukon and
feels comfortable in its wilderness.

Operating an adventure company is a
natural fit. His parents saw that before he
did.

Since Grade 10, Stenzig focused his
studies on outdoor pursuits. The experi-
ential program at the Wood Street Annex
exposed him to hiking, backcountry ski-
ing, winter camping, sea kayaking, cycling
and canoe trips.

Since the program isn’t available in
Grade 12, Stenzig found a way back in
through the co-op program that allowed
him to job shadow an outdoor-education
teacher.

Now he was seeing the flip side of the
trips: The planning and the thought that
goes into them.

His father, Eiko Stenzig, knew this was
a passion of his. And he knew there was a
need for a canoe-rental business.

As a baker at Extra Foods, Eiko would
meet many Europeans who were looking
for the right kind of breads to take on a
river trip. They would also ask whom they
could trust to rent a canoe to them.

“How would you like to rent canoes?”
he asked his son one day in 1991.

“Dad, we don’t own any canoes.”
“Well, yeah, but you go down to

Hougen’s and decide what kind of canoes
we would need and come back to me with
the numbers.”

Stenzig did his homework and then his
father gave him more instructions: “Now,
go back and tell them to sharpen their
pencils and tell them you want to buy six
canoes.”

A deal was made and Up North Boat
and Canoe Rentals was born.

The next summer his mother, Margaret
Stenzig, opened Up North Bed and
Breakfast.

“Two separate businesses, but a perfect
marriage,” Stenzig says today.

Guests would be picked up by the
canoe-rental business and shown the
town and the places to shop for supplies.

They would then be dropped off at the
bed and breakfast where they could use
the large deck to pack and unpack their
gear.

Either a hardy Yukon breakfast of hash
browns, bacon, pancakes, eggs or a
European breakfast of deli meats and
cheeses and hard-boiled eggs would pre-
pare the guests for their upcoming adven-
ture.

It was a lot of hard work. His father
kept his job and his mother worked as a
remedial tutor during the day and corre-
sponded with guests at night. It was
Margaret’s job to get the guests to
Whitehorse.

Meanwhile, Stenzig tried to be a
teenager. But, sometimes, he would have
to drive to Carmacks to pick up guests
instead of partying.

His father would phone him from
work at 7:30 in the morning to make sure
he was up in time to work on the busi-
ness.

“I didn’t enjoy it then, but I sure appre-
ciate it now.”

After high school, Stenzig took a winter
job to keep the money coming in between
seasons.

But he missed being his own boss and
making his own decisions. It was time to
expand the business. So, in 1998, it was
decided to expand it into winter.

“People have done Banff, they have
done Whistler and the Alps. I believed the
Yukon was an upcoming winter destina-
tion.”

So, the trio canvassed their summer
clients and offered a snowmobile tour.
They found that 75 per cent of their win-
ter customers were repeat business from
the summer.

Is that why he takes such good care of
his customers while they are here?

Stenzig seems confused by this ques-
tion: “No, you just do. You never want to
give anything less than the best you can
provide.”

This attitude paid off dividends. They
expanded the winter activities to ice fish-
ing, snowshoeing and, for this upcoming
season, backcountry skiing.

For activities they don’t offer, Stenzig
goes to his “competition.” He would
rather earn a little commission and ensure
his guests feel comfortable recommending
their services to others.

In 1999, it was decided to take the next
step. They bought property on Strickland
Street, just one block from the Yukon
River.

Eiko Stenzig died in November 2000,
during the planning stage of the building,
but his son continued.

Built with a rustic exterior, it was filled
with high-tech merchandise to make out-
door adventures more comfortable.

From paddles to whistles and from
roof rack systems to canoes, Up North
Adventures was now in the retail business.

Expenses went up, but so did revenues.
It was a place where equipment could

be stored and displayed properly and large
rooms offered a dry place for guests to
sort their gear.

Coin-operated laundry and shower
stalls were made available.

And just having a storefront operation
gave them instant credibility to those who
didn’t know the business.

“We are not just some guys with a half
dozen canoes in the backyard.”

Stenzig pauses, and then adds,
“Although that was how we started. But
we’ve always been professional.

“My philosophy is to try to be fair, treat
guests well and it should come back on
you. And it has.”

Award-winning business 
is not all business
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BUSINESS AND

FINANCE

NEWS photo by Derek Crowe

MARK STENZIG… “People have done Banff, they have done Whistler and the Alps. I believed the Yukon was an
upcoming winter destination.”



BEST BUSINESS WRITING AWARD

CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005 45

CLASS 3032

Trudy Beyak, Vivian Ruskin, Vikki Hopes, 
Neil Corbett & Kevin Mills, Abbotsford 
(BC) News 
Lance Anderson, Peterborough (ON) 
Peterborough This Week 
Jennifer McLarty, Victoria (BC) News 

1.

2.

3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

Sponsored by CN
CN TROPHY

The staff at the Abbotsford (BC) 
News easily won this category, with 
outstanding coverage of the avian flu 
outbreak. It was the challenge of the 
staff to make this crisis understand-
able to the general public–and they 
did.

They developed a compelling and 
informative special report examin-
ing the intensity of the human pain 
and economic impacts in the Fraser 
Valley.

The reporting is ambitious and the 
package is attractive. Excellent!

Lance Anderson with Peterbor-
ough (ON) This Week captured sec-
ond place with a well-balanced story 
on call centres, and Victoria (BC) 
News reporter Jennifer McLarty came 
a close third with her story on vision 
professionals.

Overall, the entries in this cat-
egory were mediocre and showed 
little initiative. Most were advertis-
ing features–simply public relations 
exercises with lots of cheering going 
on, but little reporting.

Commentaries have no place in 
news and business stories, unless they 

are labelled as such. Save opinions for 
the editorial pages. 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST AGRICULTURAL EDITION CLASS 3041

Strathmore (AB) Standard 
Barrhead (AB) Leader 
Swan River (MB) Star & Times 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation up to 9,999

Agriculture has taken a hard hit 
over the last few years, but farmers 
have proven to be resourceful and 
determined. The newspaper industry 
has a tremendous opportunity to re-
flect and report on both the positives 
and negatives. Unfortunately, for the 
most part, few of the entries took the 
time to dig beyond the surface and 
put a face on Canadian farmers and 
their concerns.

While some entries featured great 
advertising, others had awesome 
pictures or good stories, but too many 
relied heavily on submitted copy to 
fill the section.

Fortunately, there are exceptions 
and the Strathmore (AB) Standard 
is one. This entry has it all: strong 
modern advertising, locally generated 
stories, and good quality pictures. 

The Barrhead (AB) Leader was a 
close second with a section dedicated 
specifically to the beef industry. It 
featured attractive full-colour ads, 
well-written locally generated stories 
and great colour photos. Well done.

The Swan River (MB) Star & Times 
took the issues facing agriculture 

and attempted to find solutions and 
reflect the concerns of local farmers. 
By including more locally written 
stories, and more modern ad design, 
this entry may have moved up in the 
standings. 

These three entries were a pleasure 
to read and are a credit to the indus-
try and the communities they serve.

Publishers and editors ,please 
encourage your reporting staff to get 
out well in advance of publication and 
talk to the people in your rural areas. 
Find out what the stories are and tell 
them from a local perspective. 

Several entries would move up 
considerably if the editor had taken 
the time to edit the copy for spelling, 
grammar, clarity and length. Today’s 
reader does not want to continue 
to read as you jump a story five to 
seven times. Keep it short, concise 
and informative and your readers 
will appreciate it. Also, the majority 
of the entries would benefit consider-
ably from the use of more modern 
techniques as well as the inclusion of 
graphics in ad design.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Brick bench unveiled
in downtown core
Artist Craig Ned created
the new Sto:lo Clan
Bench, the sixth art piece
in the popular series.

A9

The new epic adventure, Troy, is
being compared to Hollywood’s best
Huge budget, big stars and lots of
great action make Troy a film that
critics are calling an homage to the
classics of the 1950s and 1960s.

C1
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Wayne De Jong is praying for strength and wisdom after he and wife Marlene bought one of the largest poultry farms in the Fraser Valley this year.
They hadn’t even made the first mortgage payment on the farm when the avian flu struck.  

KARI MEDIG / The Abbotsford News

SPECIAL REPORT: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL IMPACTS OF POULTRY INDUSTRY CRISIS

Flock gone shortly after De Jongs purchase poultry farm

Too late to back out of farm deal
by TRUDY BEYAK
Abbotsford News

WORM OR beetle – drought
or tempest – on a farmer’s
land may fall.

Each is loaded full of ruin, but a
mortgage beats ’em all.

William McKendree Carleton
wrote those fighting farmin’ words
in the late 1800s, but Wayne and
Marlene De Jong would gladly add
avian flu to the poet’s list of
scourges.

The couple bought their first
poultry farm this year and haven’t
even paid the first mortgage pay-
ment yet.

Wayne and Marlene sold their
dairy farm near Hougen Park and
bought one of the largest poultry
operations on Sumas Prairie in
February  – one week after the
deadly avian flu blew its silent
fury into the Fraser Valley, churn-
ing their lives upside down, along
with the lives of hundreds of
other hard-working poultry farm-
ers.

“We haven’t even made our first
mortgage payment yet,” said
Wayne with a sigh of resignation.

This second-generation farming
couple is shattered by the avian
flu’s timing, as it has crushed
their perfect farm dream.

Wayne is feeling a lot of stress
because of the financial uncer-

tainties, but he is try-
ing to stay positive.

The De Jongs
bought a 40-acre
poultry farm on
North Parallel Road,
complete with a 10-
year-old beige coun-
try-style home featur-
ing green window
frames and a quaint
white- spindle fence
enclosing the patio.

The dazzling green
of Sumas Mountain
looms large and
serene behind the
grey poultry barns
while lumbering
black and white
Holsteins munch on
grass in a field.

There’s a trampo-
line in the yard for
the kids and pruned
trees for fresh fruit.

Wayne and Marlene are a down-
to-earth couple who love farming,
the outdoors, the lush Fraser
Valley countryside, the cows and
the chickens.

He’s a De Jong. She’s a Van
Dorp.

They have an enterprising spir-
it, courtesy of the Dutch heritage
they share with their parents and
grandparents, who were also farm-

ers passing on
their hard-working
tradition to them.

“Now, our four
teenage kids work
on the farm, too. I
think the farm
lifestyle is really
the best way for
children to grow
up,” said Wayne,
40, who has
worked on a farm
since he was a
child.

The earthy 4-H
ideals are close to
his heart.

Wayne said he
and his wife want
to help their 18-
year-old son Duane
get started in dairy
farming.
Therefore, they
bought a dairy op-

eration at the same time they pur-
chased the poultry farm.

The successful poultry operation
they bought on North Parallel
Road included 32,000 healthy broil-
er breeders, where they picked
11,000 eggs every day in the semi-
automated barns.

The two farms represent a multi-
million-dollar investment to the
De Jongs – and hefty monthly pay-

ments.
“We jumped in feet first and

with both eyes open, and I can tell
you that we have an enormous
debt load,” Wayne said.

They were getting settled into
their house on North Parallel
Road when the first case of the
avian flu was identified in
Abbotsford on Feb. 19 at the
Loewen Acres Farm on Matsqui
Prairie.

The De Jongs closed their poul-
try farm deal on Feb. 27.

“By then, it was too late for us to
back out of the deal, so we just
hoped that the avian flu would not
spread out of the five-kilometre
hot zone (on Matsqui Prairie) and
that it wouldn’t come here,” he
said.

That hope soon fizzled.
On April 1, the Canadian Food

Inspection Agency tested some of
their birds and hit some positives
for avian flu. That was it. The
flocks had to be exterminated.

Despite the positive tests, Wayne
said the chickens continued to be-
have normally during the next few
days. No birds died and egg pro-
duction was up, so he’s still puz-
zled by the positive results.

However, the CFIA scientists
said the birds had to be culled, just
as Wayne was getting to know his
birds.

We haven’t 
even made
our first 
mortgage
payment yet.

WAYNE DE JONG

�

�

Emotional,
financial

toll ahead
City barbecue in works
by VIVIAN RUSKIN

Abbotsford News

AS PRESIDENT of the BC Chicken Growers
Association, Rick Thiessen worries about what
the poultry farmers and their associated indus-

tries are going to face in the months ahead.
“I’m concerned about the emotional toll it’s going to

take on the farmers and their families,” he said.
Over the next few weeks, their

normal activity will become less
and less and then farmers are
going to wake up to empty barns.

“It’s not knowing what’s going
to happen,” he said. “If there are
other stresses in their lives al-
ready, and then this . . . I’m con-
cerned about the employees who
are going to be laid off,” Thiessen
said. “These are skilled and
trained people who will be forced
to find work somewhere else.

“Who can blame them?” he
said. But the result of this is
going to become yet another hurdle for the poultry farm-
ers when the industry starts up again, and those work-
ers have moved on.

“When we get going, we’ll have to train people all over
again,” he said. And there’s a tremendous cost and time
factor involved in that.

Thiessen speaks from personal experience. His barn
has been empty for five weeks and he was forced to lay
off his own young and recently married farmhand, who
has now returned to Alberta to find work.

By mid-May, 280 local farms will have had their chick-
ens slaughtered, Thiessen said.

“We will be out of chickens in the Fraser Valley.”
Although chicken is being freezer-stored at a consider-

able cost, frozen product doesn’t move as easily as fresh.
Because it is not as desirable, it will have to be further

discounted.
The next challenge will be to obtain a supply of fresh

chicken. Products from the Fraser Valley and the Lower
Mainland represent 80 per cent of the B.C. poultry in-
dustry.

“As much as possible will be grown in other parts of
Canada,” Thiessen said.

See ‘DE JONGS’ on page A3

AVIAN FLU FALLOUT

THIESSEN

Special
avian
flu
coverage
on pages
A6, A7

See ‘WE’LL GET THROUGH THIS’ on page A2
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when you see an
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BEST AGRICULTURAL EDITION

46 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION 2005

CLASS 3042

Camrose (AB) The Camrose Canadian 
Swift Current (SK) Prairie Post 
Chilliwack (BC) Progress 

1.
2.
3.

Circulation 10,000 and over

The Camrose (AB) Canadian takes 
the blue ribbon for Agricultural Edi-
tion over 10,000 circulation. We rate 
substance over form but besides lots 
of local stories that have put together 
a bright, attractive edition.

The Swift Current (SK) Prairie 
Post was relegated to second place 
with just too many animals and not 
enough farmers. Otherwise a good 
effort.

Generally we were disappointed in 
the entries as they reflected little real 
affinity for the farm community.

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

BEST AGRICULTURAL STORY CLASS 3051

David Nickle, Scarborough (ON) Mirror 
Brian Zinchuk, Battlefords (SK) The News 
Optimist
Lyle Aspinall, Lacombe (AB) Globe 

1.
2.

3.

Circulation Open
Sponsored by Agricore United

There was plenty to choose from in 
this category, and most of the entries 
were a pleasure to read.

However, the one that stood out 
was David Nickle’s piece on a farming 
family in Scarborough that is keeping 
a dying tradition alive. The story was 
wonderfully written and well present-
ed–a top-notch feature.

There were lots of stories on 
the BSE crisis, naturally, but Brian 
Zinchuk’s trip to the auction was well 
worth the effort. Good quotes, nice 
flow and a nice flair for description 
garnered this story second place.

And third place goes to Lyle Aspi-
nall’s piece on a trapper who seems to 
specialize in blowing up beaver dams. 
Super quotes and a light touch make 
this tale a great read.

There were at least a dozen others 
that could have been named honour-
able mentions. Well done, everyone!

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

FARMERS
We may not know their
names or faces, but their
diligence, dedication and
ingenuity is responsible for
the abundance of healthy
foods we enjoy today. 

That’s why we’d like to
acknowledge our nation’s
farmers and their families
for the tough job they do,
and the many contributions
they make in improving the
quality of our daily lives.

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

arenatural heroes
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Scarborough Gothic
Reesor family has been farming in north Scarborough for 200 years

By DAVID NICKLE
Weekender Staff

I
f you want to get in touch with Scarborough
resident Dale Reesor on a clear spring day,
your best bet is to call him on his cellphone. 

He usually carries it with him when he’s out on
the tractor, and in the springtime, that’s usually
where he is: hard at work, planting seeds in the soil
his family has worked for the past 200 years.

The cell number has a 416 area code, because
Reesor is among the last of an already-rare breed:
the 416 farmer.

“It’s a challenge,” he admits, “because of the traf-
fic. Particularly moving equipment along the road
during rush hour and the proximity of too many
people when you’re out spraying or putting fertiliz-
er down. But on the other hand, my business is
sweet corn – so the more people around the better.
It’s an advantage to be in city limits because it’s
close to the market.” 

His farm – or rather, the farm that he rents from
the Toronto Regional Conservation Authority – is
located in the very northeast corner of Toronto, at
Steeles Avenue and the Pickering/Scarborough
Town Line. 

SIX GENERATIONS OF FARMERS

Until the early 1970s, the 139-acre farm belonged
to his father – and six generations of fathers before
that. 

The Reesors came to Scarborough in 1804 as a
part of a migration of Mennonite farmers from
Pennsylvania and put down deep roots. Reesor Road
running north off of Steeles was named for the fam-
ily, who made good livings farming the rich soil
around the upper Rouge River. 

Reesor’s father sold his land in the early 1970s
when many of his neighbours were finding their
farms expropriated to make way for a never-con-
structed airport in Pickering. But he leased it back
from the Ontario Realty Corporation, farming it
until he retired and Dale took over.

Now, Reesor, his wife and two children live in the
126-year-old farmhouse at Sweet Ridge Farms, as it’s
become known, and grow and sell sweet corn there. 

He also farms land in the still-developing 905
region – including another farm he owns in
Pickering. 

‘OPTIMISTIC ABOUT FARMING’

You might think that a farmer in Reesor’s posi-
tion would be worried that his way of life was
threatened, farming so near a growing metropolis.
But Reesor shrugs it off.

“I’ve always been optimistic about farming,”
Reesor says. 

“I guess the only concern that I’ve had was los-
ing the land that I have. But when my dad sold the
property he just rented a lot of property, like I am.
At the point he sold it it looked like the government
was going to hold on to the property for a long
time.”

The Reesors are unlikely to be going anywhere
soon. Sweet Ridge Farms is protected as agricultur-
al heritage lands, so it would be difficult for it to suf-
fer the fate of similar lands north of Steeles, where
acres of rich, tillable soil has been replaced by sub-
divisions.

WORKS DEVELOPER-OWNED FIELDS

And even in the midst of the massive develop-
ment, Reesor has found himself able to augment his
own farms, working about seven developer-owned
fields that are part of some future phase of a subdi-
vision.

Developers are happy to have Reesor farm their
undeveloped lands, perhaps because of the property
tax advantage inherent in maintaining the land’s
agricultural designation.

But driving his tractor along one such piece of a
developer’s puzzle off McCowan Road north of 16th
Avenue, Reesor prefers to think of it on a more fun-

See ONE, page 5

Weekender photo/JILL KITCHENER

Lois and Dale Reesor strike a classic pose, in the style of artist Grant Wood’s American Gothic,  outside their northeast
Scarborough farmhouse. The Reesor family has been farming the land for six generations, and it is unlikely they’ll
be leaving the profession anytime soon.
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SCORES

Scores are listed for the following B����� N��������� C���������� categories: 
Spot News Photo, Feature Photo, Sports Photo, Photo Essay, Photo Illustration, 
Christmas Edition, Sports Pages, Web Site Design, and Canadian Forces Paper.
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Alliston (ON) Herald 24 17 3 44

Annapolis Royal (NS) Spectator 16 10 3 29

Battlefords (SK) News Optimist (The) 15 9 3 27

Biggar (SK) Independent 18 11 3 32

Bridgetown/Middleton (NS) Monitor-Examiner 20 14 3 37

Clearwater (BC) North Thompson Times 15 10 3 28

Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-Bulletin 21 17 4 42

Edson (AB) Leader 21 16 3 37

Elmira (ON) Independent 16 12 3 31

Fort Chipewyan/Fort Smith (NT) Slave River 
Journal

16 14 3 33

Grand Falls-Windsor (NL) Advertiser 24 19 3 46

Harbour Breton (NL) Coaster 15 9 2 26

Hay River (NT) Hub 15 10 3 28

Humboldt (SK) Journal 15 9 2 26

Invermere (BC) Valley Echo 14 8 3 25

Jasper (AB) Booster 21 14 3 38

Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) Chronicle 19 12 3 34

Listowel (ON) Banner 20 14 3 37

Lumsden (SK) Waterfront Press (The New) 16 9 2 27

Melfort (SK) Journal 15 10 3 28

Minden (ON) Times 7 8 3 18

Moosomin (SK) World-Spectator 13 7 3 23

New Hamburg (ON) Independent 22 17 4 43

Nunavut (NU) Kivalliq News 12 7 2 21

Petrolia (ON) Topic 18 12 3 33

Port Hardy (BC) North Island Gazette 16 12 3 31

Provost (AB) News 7 7 2 16

Rainy River (ON) Record 17 12 3 32

Revelstoke (BC) Times-Review 16 11 3 30

Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 20 15 3 38

Springdale/Baie Verte (NL) Nor’Wester 13 8 2 23

St. Paul (AB) Journal 24 19 4 47

St. Stephen (NB) Courier Weekend 14 9 3 26

Stephenville (NL) Georgian 14 8 2 24

Stettler (AB) Independent 21 15 3 36

Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teulon Times 20 14 3 37

Sundre (AB) Round Up 13 11 3 27

Swan River (MB) Star & Times 16 10 3 29

Tofield (AB) Mercury 15 9 3 27

Westlock (AB) News 19 14 3 36

Winfield (BC) Lake Country Calendar 17 15 3 35

BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO
Class 2111, circulation up to 3,999

BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO
Class 2112, circulation 4,000 – 12,499
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Banff (AB) Crag & Canyon 18 10 3 31

Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 15 10 2 27

Canmore (AB) Leader 20 15 3 38

Carbonear (NL) The Compass 18 12 4 34

Clarenville (NL) Packet 19 17 3 39

Elmira-Woolwich (ON) Observer 19 17 3 39

Gander (NL) Beacon 18 15 3 36

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 19 15 2 36

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 12 10 4 26

Kentville (NS) Advertiser 15 10 3 28

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 17 12 3 32

Marystown (NL) Southern Gazette 15 10 2 27

Merritt (BC) News 18 15 4 37

Miramichi (NB) Leader 10 10 3 23

Morinville (AB) Free Press 19 8 1 28

New Liskeard (ON) Temiskaming Speaker’s 
Weekender

15 15 2 32

Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) Nunatsiaq News 19 12 2 33

Quesnel (BC) Cariboo Observer 21 18 4 43

Sherbrooke (QC) The Record 19 15 2 36

St. Anthony (NL) Northern Pen 20 18 4 42

St. Stephen (NB) Saint Croix Courier 17 12 2 31

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 15 10 1 26

Stirling (ON) Community Press 19 18 3 40

Uxbridge (ON) Times-Journal 18 15 3 36

Vegreville (AB) Vegreville Observer 17 15 3 35

Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Advertiser 10 5 2 17

Whistler (BC) Question 15 10 2 27

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) Yukon News 22 20 4 46

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 24 20 4 48

Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard 23 20 4 47

Yellowknife (NT) Yellowknifer 22 18 4 44
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BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO
Class 2113, circulation 12,500 and over
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Abbotsford (BC) News 22 15 4 41

Abbotsford (BC) Times 23 19 5 47

Ajax/Pickering (ON) News Advertiser 22 18 4 44

Barrie (ON) Advance 19 12 4 35

Belleville/Trenton (ON) Community Press 22 18 3 43

Bowmanville/Clarington (ON) Canadian States-
man/This Week 22 16 3 41

Burlington (ON) Post 24 19 5 48

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) News Leader 23 14 4 41

Cambridge (ON) Times 18 18 5 41

Campbell River (BC) Mirror 24 20 5 49

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Louise (AB) 
Rocky Mountain Outlook 18 18 5 41

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 22 16 4 42

Cobourg/Port Hope/Colborne (ON) Northum-
berland News 24 16 4 44

Colwood (BC) Goldstream News Gazette 22 14 4 40

Coquitlam (BC) Tri City News 23 15 3 41

Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) Record 20 15 3 38

Delta (BC) Optimist 15 14 4 33

Duncan (BC) Cowichan News Leader 23 19 4 46

Duncan (BC) Pictorial 12 15 4 31

Etobicoke (ON) Guardian 22 19 5 46

Kamloops (BC) This Week 20 14 4 38

Langley (BC) Advance News 15 18 5 38

Laval (QC) Chomedey News 18 14 2 34

Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows (BC) News 20 19 4 43

Midland/Penetanguishene (ON) Mirror 22 17 5 44

Mississauga (ON) News 22 18 3 43

Nanaimo (BC) News Bulletin 20 9 4 33

New Westminster (BC) Record 17 16 4 37

Newmarket/Aurora (ON) Era-Banner 23 16 3 42

North Vancouver/West Vancouver (BC) North Shore 
News 22 18 3 43

North York (ON) Mirror 23 18 4 45

Oakville (ON) Beaver 22 18 3 43

Oakville (ON) Today 23 12 4 39

Orleans (ON) Star 20 12 4 36

Oshawa (ON) This Week 22 18 5 45

Parksville/Qualicum Beach (BC) The News 23 16 4 43

Peterborough (ON) Peterborough This Week 12 16 3 31

Prince George (BC) Free Press 23 19 4 46

Red Deer (AB) Red Deer Express 22 19 5 46

Richmond Hill/Thornhill (ON) Liberal 15 18 3 36

Saanich (BC) News 22 10 4 36

Sarnia (ON) This Week 22 8 4 34

Scarborough (ON) Mirror 22 15 4 41

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 18 13 3 34

Selkirk (MB) Journal 22 16 3 41

Sidney (BC) Peninsula News Review 10 18 3 31

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 20 17 4 41

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 18 17 4 39

St. John’s (NL) The Express 18 12 3 33

Sudbury (ON) Northern Life 23 10 3 36

Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 18 12 4 34

Vaughan (ON) Citizen 18 14 4 36

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 20 10 4 34
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100 Mile House (BC) Free Press – – – – –

Alliston (ON) Herald 1 15 13 10 39

Annapolis Royal (NS) Spectator 8 8 9 6 31

Barrhead (AB) Leader 11 10 11 7 39

Barriere (BC) North Thompson Star/
Journal 5 5 4 5 19

Bashaw (AB) Star 11 7 11 7 36

Battlefords (SK) News Optimist (The) 10 3 2 4 19

Biggar (SK) Independent 12 11 13 7 43

Bridgetown/Middleton (NS) Monitor-
Examiner 8 11 5 8 32

Clearwater (BC) North Thompson Times 7 7 4 6 24

Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-Bulletin 13 9 11 7 40

Corner Brook (NL) Humber Log 15 15 12.5 10 52.5

Edson (AB) Leader 8 7 8 7 30

Elmira (ON) Independent 8 8 8 5 29

Fergus-Elora (ON) News Express 13 14 14 9 50

Fort Macleod (AB) Gazette 9 9 9 7 34

Fort Simpson (NT) Deh Cho Drum 12 14 13 10 49

Gananoque (ON) Reporter 12 9 13 8 42

Gaspé Peninsula (QC) The Gaspé Spec 3 4 2 5 14

Grand Falls-Windsor (NL) Advertiser 10 11 10 8 39

Happy Valley-Goose Bay (NL) Labrador-
ian 13 11 12 7 43

Harbour Breton (NL) Coaster 11 12 10 9 42

Hay River (NT) Hub 10 11 12 7 40

Humboldt (SK) Journal 10 7 7 4 28

Inuvik (NT) Inuvik Drum 11 13 12 9 45

Invermere (BC) Valley Echo 12 12 12 9 45

Jasper (AB) Booster 11 10 9 7 37

Kitimat (BC) Northern Sentinel 10 6 6 5 27

Lac La Biche (AB) Post 10 9 13 6 38

Lacombe (AB) Globe 12 12 12 10 46

Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) Chronicle 11 11 10 7 39

Listowel (ON) Banner 11 2 1 1 15

Lumsden (SK) Waterfront Press (The 
New) 8 8 6 5 27

Melfort (SK) Journal 9 10 10 6 35

Merritt (BC) Herald 7 9 7 7 30

Midland (ON) The Free Press 8 7 2 3 20

Minden (ON) Times 13 15 13 10 51

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
Class 2121, circulation up to 3,999



50 2005 CCNA BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION

Moosomin (SK) World-Spectator 8 9 4 7 28

Mount Forest (ON) Confederate 12 12 10 9 43

Nanton (AB) The Nanton News 10 2 1 3 16

New Hamburg (ON) Independent 6 8 6 7 27

Nunavut (NU) Kivalliq News 9 10 9 7 35

Palmerston (ON) Minto Express 8 7 6 5 26

Placentia (NL) The Charter 5 3 3 1 12

Port Aux Basques (NL) The Gulf News 8 7 8 5 28

Port Hardy (BC) North Island Gazette 11 6 9 2 28

Port Hawkesbury (NS) Reporter 4 2 2 3 11

Port Perry (ON) Star 9 9 8 5 31

Powell River (BC) Peak 10 10 10 8 38

Provost (AB) News 12 11 11 8 42

Rainy River (ON) Record 11 13 10 9 43

Roblin (MB) Review 11 9 12 6 38

Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 15 14 15 9 53

Sicamous (BC) Eagle Valley News 11 13 11 8 43

Springdale/Baie Verte (NL) Nor’Wester 9 10 9 5 33

Springhill/Parrsboro (NS) Record 15 13.5 14 9 51.5

St. Paul (AB) Journal 8 8 8 6 30

St. Stephen (NB) Courier Weekend 8 9 8 6 31

Stephenville (NL) Georgian 4 8 2 5 19

Stettler (AB) Independent 12 12 12 9 45

Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teulon Times 12 13 14 10 49

Strathmore (AB) Standard 11 9 9 7 36

Summerland (BC) Review 9 6 6 4 25

Sundre (AB) Round Up 5 7 2 5 19

Swan River (MB) Star & Times 11 12 12 8 43

Tofield (AB) Mercury 12 10 11 4 37

Valleyview (AB) Valley Views 1 1 2 2 6

Wakefield/Gatineau Hills (QC) Low 
Down To Hull & Back News 14 14 13 7 48

Westlock (AB) News 11 12 12 8 43

Whitewood (SK) Herald 11 12 12 7 42

Winfield (BC) Lake Country Calendar 11 11 13 8 43

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
Class 2122, circulation 4,000 – 12,499
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Alberton (PE) West Prince Graphic 11 9 10 8 38

Ancaster (ON) Ancaster News 10 9 9 8 36

Aylmer (ON) Express 11 10 11 8 40

Banff (AB) Crag & Canyon 12 12 13 9 46

Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 12 11 12 8 43

Canmore (AB) Leader 12 11 11 8 42

Carbonear (NL) The Compass 9 9 9 8 35

Clarenville (NL) Packet 12 11 11 9 43

Elmira-Woolwich (ON) Observer 14 13 12 7 46

Esquimalt (BC) News 14 15 13 10 52

Fort Frances (ON) Times 11 10 11 8 40

Gander (NL) Beacon 13 13 13 8 47

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 11 12 12 7 42

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 14 15 15 10 54

Innisfail (AB) Province Booster 8 8 8 7 31

Kentville (NS) Advertiser 12 12 11 9 44

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 9 10 9 9 37

Merritt (BC) News 10 10 10 8 38

Miramichi (NB) Leader 12 12 12 8 44

Morinville (AB) Free Press 10 9 9 7 35

New Liskeard (ON) Temiskaming 
Speaker 9 9 10 8 36

New Liskeard (ON) Temiskaming 
Speaker’s Weekender 9 9 10 7 35

Northwest Territories (NT) NWT News 
North 11 10 10 7 38

Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News North 12 11 12 7 42

Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) Nunatsiaq News 12 11 11 8 42

Oak Bay (BC) News 8 9 8 7 32

Olds (AB) The Olds Albertan 13 13 12 8 46

Quesnel (BC) Cariboo Observer 12 13 12 8 45

Rocky Mountain House (AB) Mountain-
eer 12 13 12 7 44

Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands 
Driftwood 12 12 12 9 45

Sherbrooke (QC) The Record 13 12 12 7 44

St. Anthony (NL) Northern Pen 11 12 12 9 44

St. Stephen (NB) Saint Croix Courier 10 10 9 8 37

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 12 13 11 9 45

Stirling (ON) Community Press 11 12 11 7 41

Stouffville (ON) Sun/Tribune 13 13 13 9 48

Sussex (NB) Kings County Record 11 12 12 8 43

Sylvan Lake (AB) News 10 10 11 8 39

Vegreville (AB) Vegreville Observer 11 12 11 8 42

Waterdown (ON) Flamborough Review 12 13 13 9 47

Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Advertiser 12 11 11 8 42

Weyburn (SK) Review 11 11 11 8 41

Whistler (BC) Question 12 13 12 7 44

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) Yukon 
News 13 14 13 9 49

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 12 10 11 8 41

Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard 12 13 12 9 46

Yellowknife (NT) Yellowknifer 12 12 13 8 45
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Class 2123, circulation 12,000 and over
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Abbotsford (BC) News 6 2 3 5 16

Abbotsford (BC) Times 10 7.5 11 8 36.5

Barrie (ON) Advance 6 10 5 10 31

Belleville/Trenton (ON) Community 
Press 10 7 5 10 32

Bowmanville/Clarington (ON) Canadian 
Statesman/This Week 10 9 5 6 30

Brampton (ON) Guardian 10 11 9 10 40

Brighton/East Northumberland (ON) 
Independent 5 3 3 5 16

Burlington (ON) Post 11 13 10 8 42

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) News 
Leader 8 8 3 10 29

Cambridge (ON) Times 7 10 5 10 32

Campbell River (BC) Mirror 10 7 5 6 28

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Louise 
(AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook 15 15 14 10 54

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 7 10 8 10 35

Chilliwack (BC) Times 5 7 3 8 23

Cobourg/Port Hope/Colborne (ON) 
Northumberland News 8 8 7 6 29

Colwood (BC) Goldstream News Gazette 7 4 3 5 19

Coquitlam (BC) Tri City News 12 7 7 8 34

Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) Record 7 10 5 8 30

Delta (BC) Optimist – – – – –

Duncan (BC) Pictorial 3 5 1 10 19

Dundas (ON) Dundas Star News 10 10 5 8 33

East York (ON) Mirror 3 7 2 8 20

Etobicoke (ON) Guardian 5 11 7 10 33

Georgetown/Acton (ON) Independent/
Free Press 9 11 8 10 38

Guelph (ON) Tribune 5 7 9 10 31

Hamilton (ON) Mountain News 5 3 3 5 16

Kamloops (BC) This Week 7 12 7.5 10 36.5

Kelowna (BC) Capital News 3 7 10 8 28

Keswick (ON) Georgina Advocate 5 7 3 10 25

Kingston (ON) This Week 7 7 3 5 22

Langley (BC) Advance News 14 13 13 9 49

Langley (BC) Times 8 10 10 10 38

Leduc (AB) Representative 8 10 10 10 38

Milton (ON) Canadian Champion 10 10 5 10 35

Mississauga (ON) News 14 14 15 10 53

Montreal’s West Island (QC) Chronicle – – – – –

Nanaimo (BC) News Bulletin 8 12 10 10 40

Newmarket/Aurora (ON) Era-Banner 5 8 7 9 29

Niagara (ON) This Week 6 12 10 10 38

North Vancouver/West Vancouver (BC) 
North Shore News 8 9 3 7 27

North York (ON) Mirror 8 7 3 8 26

Oakville (ON) Beaver 10 12 8 9 39

Oakville (ON) Today 7 5 3 5 20

Orillia (ON) Today 5 3 2 8 18

Orleans (ON) Star 10 13 10.5 10 43.5

Orleans (ON) Weekly Journal East 3 3 3 2 11

Oshawa (ON) This Week 7 3 3 10 23

Ottawa (ON) News-South 5 2 2 2 11

Ottawa (ON) News-West 5 2 2 3 12

Parksville/Qualicum Beach (BC) The 
News 5 9 9 10 33

Peterborough (ON) Peterborough This 
Week 14 10 12 10 46

Prince George (BC) Free Press 5 5 3 5 18

Red Deer (AB) Red Deer Express 7 12 5 10 34

Richmond (BC) Review 5 5 3 10 23

Richmond Hill/Thornhill (ON) Liberal 13 13 12 10 48

Saanich (BC) News 10 10 8 8 36

Salmon Arm (BC) Shuswap Market News 7 10 5 10 32

Scarborough (ON) Mirror 10 13 13 9 45

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 7 3 0 4 14

Selkirk (MB) Journal 7 7 3 7 24

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 10 10 10 10 40

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 5 7 3 5 20

St. John’s (NL) The Express 10 12 10 8 40

Stoney Creek (ON) News 5 7 5 8 25

Sudbury (ON) Northern Life 5 2 3 6 16

Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 2 3 7 5 17

Swift Current (SK) Prairie Post 5 3 5 5 18

Toronto (ON) Beach/Riverdale Mirror 5 3 7 5 20

Vancouver (BC) Courier - East Side 7 7 7 5 26

Vaughan (ON) Citizen 8 7 3 10 28

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 7 10 3 8 28

Victoria (BC) News 7 5 5 5 22

Victoria (BC) Weekend Edition 7 10 13 8 38

Whitby (ON) This Week 3 8 3 6 20

White Rock/South Surrey (BC) Peace 
Arch News 10 11 10 9 40

York (ON) Guardian 8 7 3 7 25

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
Class 2131, circulation up to 3,999
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100 Mile House (BC) Free Press 8 6 7 1 22

Alliston (ON) Herald 11 12 11 3 37

Annapolis Royal (NS) Spectator 11 12 10 2 35

Barriere (BC) North Thompson Star/
Journal 9 10 8 3 30

Bashaw (AB) Star 10 9 8 3 30

Battlefords (SK) News Optimist (The) 9 11 9 3 32

Biggar (SK) Independent 12 13 10 4 39

Bridgetown/Middleton (NS) Monitor-
Examiner 13 14 12 4 43

Castor (AB) Advance 10 9 8 3 30
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Clearwater (BC) North Thompson Times 10 10 10 2 32

Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-Bulletin 12 12 13 4 41

Corner Brook (NL) Humber Log 13 12 12 3 40

Coronation (AB) Coronation Review 12 10 9 3 34

Deep River (ON) North Renfrew Times 14 14 13 5 46

Edson (AB) Leader 11 10 11 3 35

Elk Point (AB) Review 10 8 9 4 31

Elmira (ON) Independent 8 7 6 3 24

Fergus-Elora (ON) News Express 12 14 12 3 41

Fort Macleod (AB) Gazette 12 11 11 3 37

Gananoque (ON) Reporter 12 11 9 3 35

Grand Falls-Windsor (NL) Advertiser 11 10 9 4 34

Happy Valley-Goose Bay (NL) Labrador-
ian 10 12 9 4 35

Harbour Breton (NL) Coaster 7 2 3 1 13

Hay River (NT) Hub 14 15 13.5 4 46.5

Humboldt (SK) Journal 13 11 10 3 37

Invermere (BC) Valley Echo 11 11 12 3 37

Lacombe (AB) Globe 12 10 12 3 37

Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) Chronicle 12 11 9 3 35

Listowel (ON) Banner 10 9 8 3 30

Lumsden (SK) Waterfront Press (The 
New) 11 10 13 4 38

Melfort (SK) Journal 11 10 11 3 35

Merritt (BC) Herald 10 13 13 3 39

Minden (ON) Times 10 9 8 2 29

Moosomin (SK) World-Spectator 10 9 9 3 31

Mount Forest (ON) Confederate 12 13 12 4 41

Nanton (AB) The Nanton News 12 12 9 4 37

New Hamburg (ON) Independent 11 9 9 4 33

Nunavut (NU) Kivalliq News 11 10 11 3 35

Pictou (NS) Advocate 10 8 8 3 29

Port Aux Basques (NL) The Gulf News 12 10 10 2 34

Port Hardy (BC) North Island Gazette 9 12 12 3 36

Port Hawkesbury (NS) Reporter 11 10 9 2 32

Powell River (BC) Peak 9 8 9 4 30

Provost (AB) News 12 10 10 3 35

Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 9 11 12 2 34

Shaunavon (SK) Standard 11 8 8 3 30

Sicamous (BC) Eagle Valley News 9 12 13 4 38

St. Paul (AB) Journal 11 12 11 4 38

Stephenville (NL) Georgian 8 2 3 2 15

Stettler (AB) Independent 11 9 8 2 30

Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teulon Times 12 12 13 4 41

Strathmore (AB) Standard 12 10 10 3 35

Sundre (AB) Round Up 12 11 10 5 38

Swan River (MB) Star & Times 9 10 9 4 32

Viking (AB) Weekly Review 11 10 10 2 33

Wakefield/Gatineau Hills (QC) Low 
Down To Hull & Back News 11 13 12 4 40

Westlock (AB) News 10 12 12 4 38

Winfield (BC) Lake Country Calendar 10 11 12 2 35

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
Class 2132, circulation 4,000 – 12,499
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Airdrie (AB) Airdrie Echo 8 10 9 3 30

Banff (AB) Crag & Canyon 9 10 9 3 31

Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 10 10 10 4 34

Canmore (AB) Leader 13 15 14 5 47

Carbonear (NL) The Compass 7 9 9 4 29

Clarenville (NL) Packet 10 10 12 3 35

Elmira-Woolwich (ON) Observer 10 10 8 4 32

Esquimalt (BC) News 13 13 12 4 42

Fort Frances (ON) Times 10 10 10 2 32

Gander (NL) Beacon 8 8 8 3 27

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 10 10 10 2 32

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 10 10 10 3 33

James Bay (QC) The Nation 10 10 8 3 31

Kentville (NS) Advertiser 10 10 10 4 34

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 9 11 10 3 33

Merritt (BC) News 8 8 8 2 26

Miramichi (NB) Miramichi Weekend 10 12 10 4 36

Morinville (AB) Free Press 8 8 8 2 26

New Liskeard (ON) Temiskaming 
Speaker 12 12 12 3 39

Northwest Territories (NT) NWT News 
North 9 8 8 3 28

Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News North 13 12 10 4 39

Oak Bay (BC) News 12 11 11 3 37

Quesnel (BC) Cariboo Observer 12 14 10 2 38

Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands 
Driftwood 12 13 13 4 42

St. Stephen (NB) Saint Croix Courier 10 10 10 3 33

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 10 10 10 3 33

Sussex (NB) Kings County Record 12 12 10 4 38

Sylvan Lake (AB) News 10 8 8 2 28

Tillsonburg (ON) News 10 12 10 4 36

Vegreville (AB) Vegreville Observer 11 12 13 5 41

Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Advertiser 12 13 14 4 43

Weyburn (SK) Review 10 12 10 3 35

Whistler (BC) Question 10 12 12 4 38

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) Yukon 
News 13 15 13 5 46

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 10 12 10 5 37

Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard 10 10 10 3 33

Yellowknife (NT) Yellowknifer 8 8 8 3 27
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BEST SPORTS PHOTO
Class 2133, circulation 12,500 and over
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Abbotsford (BC) Times 11 11 8 5 35

Ajax/Pickering (ON) News Advertiser 10 11 8 3 32

Barrie (ON) Advance 13 12 10 4 39

Belleville/Trenton (ON) Community 
Press

9 7 7 2 25

Bowmanville/Clarington (ON) Canadian 
Statesman/This Week

14 10 12 2 38

Brampton (ON) Guardian 12 11 9 3 35

Burlington (ON) Post 10 8 11 2 31

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) News 
Leader

13 12 10 4 39

Cambridge (ON) Times 8 6 6 2 22

Camrose (AB) The Camrose Canadian 9 7 7 3 26

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Louise 
(AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook

13 10 10 5 38

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 13 12 11 3 39

Chilliwack (BC) Times 11 6 8 2 27

Cobourg/Port Hope/Colborne (ON) 
Northumberland News

11 8 11 4 34

Colwood (BC) Goldstream News Gazette 10 8 10 3 31

Coquitlam (BC) Tri City News 13 10 11 3 37

Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) Record 11 7 10 2 30

Delta (BC) Optimist 10 6 9 3 28

Duncan (BC) Cowichan News Leader 9 7 10 4 30

Duncan (BC) Pictorial 11 11 12 3 37

East York (ON) Mirror 11 7 6 5 29

Etobicoke (ON) Guardian 8 9 7 2 26

Georgetown/Acton (ON) Independent/
Free Press

11 7 8 3 29

Guelph (ON) Tribune 6 6 9 2 23

Hamilton (ON) Mountain News 11 8 9 3 31

Kamloops (BC) This Week 12 8 9 4 33

Kingston (ON) This Week 10 9 10 3 32

Langley (BC) Advance News 10 7 11 5 33

Langley (BC) Times 8 7 4 5 24

Leduc (AB) Representative 12 10 10 3 35

Markham (ON) Economist & Sun 9 7 6 4 26

Milton (ON) Canadian Champion 14 11 12 4 41

Mississauga (ON) News 12 9 11 3 35

Montreal’s West Island (QC) Chronicle 7 6 6 3 22

Nanaimo (BC) News Bulletin 10 8 14 5 37

New Westminster (BC) Record 13 9 9 4 35

Newmarket/Aurora (ON) Era-Banner 9 7 8 4 28

Niagara (ON) This Week 8 8 9 3 28

North Vancouver/West Vancouver (BC) 
North Shore News

14 13 12 4 43

North York (ON) Mirror 12 13 11 5 41

Oakville (ON) Beaver 10 9 10 2 31

Orleans (ON) Star 9 8 10 3 30

Orleans (ON) Weekly Journal East 9 8 12 2 31

Oshawa (ON) This Week 8 9 10 3 30

Ottawa (ON) News-South 7 7 8 3 25

Penticton (BC) Penticton Western News 13 14 13 4 44

Peterborough (ON) Peterborough This 
Week

10 7 8 2 27

Prince George (BC) Free Press 9 6 9 3 27

Red Deer (AB) Red Deer Express 11 8 11 3 33

Richmond (BC) Review 9 10 11 4 34

Richmond Hill/Thornhill (ON) Liberal 10 9 10 3 32

Saanich (BC) News 7 7 8 2 24

Scarborough (ON) Mirror 9 7 9 3 28

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 6 5 5 1 17

Selkirk (MB) Journal 9 7 9 2 27

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 13 12 12 5 42

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 11 11 10 3 35

St. John’s (NL) The Express 7 8 10 4 29

Sudbury (ON) Northern Life 8 7 8 4 27

Swift Current (SK) Prairie Post 8 7 12 3 30

Vaughan (ON) Citizen 9 8 10 3 30

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 10 9 10 3 32

Victoria (BC) News 10 9 10 4 33

Whitby (ON) This Week 12 11 12 5 40

White Rock/South Surrey (BC) Peace 
Arch News

10 10 9 2 31

Winnipeg (MB) the Herald 7 7 11 4 29

York (ON) Guardian 8 6 8 2 24

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
Class 2141, circulation up to 3,999
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Alliston (ON) Herald 12 12 12 8 44

Battlefords (SK) News Optimist (The) 13 13 12 8 46

Biggar (SK) Independent 13 14 14 9 50

Corner Brook (NL) Humber Log 12 12 12 7 43

Coronation (AB) Coronation Review 12 11 12 7 42

Deep River (ON) North Renfrew Times 12 13 12 8 45

Edson (AB) Leader 11 11 13 7 42

Elk Point (AB) Review 11 10 11 7 39

Elmira (ON) Independent 12 11 11 7 41

Exeter (ON) Times-Advocate 12 11 12 8 43

Fergus-Elora (ON) News Express 12 11 12 7 42

Fort Macleod (AB) Gazette 12 10 12 7 41

Fort Simpson (NT) Deh Cho Drum 12 11 12 7 42

Gananoque (ON) Reporter 12 12 12 8 44

Grand Falls-Windsor (NL) Advertiser 13 12 12 8 45

Happy Valley-Goose Bay (NL) Labrador-
ian 12 11 12 7 42

Harbour Breton (NL) Coaster 11 11 11 7 40

Hay River (NT) Hub 12 11 12 8 43

Humboldt (SK) Journal 13 12 11 8 44

Invermere (BC) Valley Echo 11 10 10 7 38

Lacombe (AB) Globe 12 12 10 8 42

Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) Chronicle 12 11 11 7 41

Listowel (ON) Banner 13 13 13 8 47
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Melfort (SK) Journal 11 10 10 7 38

Merritt (BC) Herald 11 10 11 7 39

Midland (ON) The Free Press 12 10 10 7 39

Minden (ON) Times 12 10 11 7 40

Moosomin (SK) World-Spectator 12 11 11 8 42

Mount Forest (ON) Confederate 11 10 11 6 38

Nanton (AB) The Nanton News 11 11 11 6 39

New Hamburg (ON) Independent 12 12 12 8 44

Nunavut (NU) Kivalliq News 12 12 11 7 42

Placentia (NL) The Charter 12 12 12 7 43

Port Aux Basques (NL) The Gulf News 13 11 11 7 42

Port Hawkesbury (NS) Reporter 13 12 12 8 45

Port Perry (ON) Star 12 11 12 8 43

Powell River (BC) Peak 13 11 11 7 42

Provost (AB) News 14 14 14 9 51

Rainy River (ON) Record 12 12 11 8 43

Roblin (MB) Review 13 13 13 8 47

Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 14 14 15 9 52

Sicamous (BC) Eagle Valley News 12 11 12 7 42

Springdale/Baie Verte (NL) Nor’Wester 11 11 13 7 42

St. Stephen (NB) Courier Weekend 11 11 13 7 42

Stephenville (NL) Georgian 11 11 11 7 40

Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teulon Times 12 12 11 7 42

Strathmore (AB) Standard 12 11 11 7 41

Summerland (BC) Review 12 11 12 8 43

Swan River (MB) Star & Times 13 12 13 8 46

Tofield (AB) Mercury 13 12 13 8 46

Viking (AB) Weekly Review 13 13 13 8 47

Westlock (AB) News 12 11 12 8 43

Winfield (BC) Lake Country Calendar 11 11 12 7 41

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
Class 2142, circulation 4,000 – 12,449
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Banff (AB) Crag & Canyon 9 7 11 7 34

Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 11 12 8 5 36

Canmore (AB) Leader 8 9 7 8 32

Carbonear (NL) The Compass 11 12 10 7 40

Clarenville (NL) Packet 7 7 6 4 24

Devon (AB) Devon Dispatch News 8 7 6 4 25

Elmira-Woolwich (ON) Observer 10 9 8 5 32

Gander (NL) Beacon 8 6 7 4 25

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 7 8 6 4 25

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 8 11 10 6 35

Innisfail (AB) Province Booster 10 5 5 3 23

James Bay (QC) The Nation 7 3 4 2 16

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 9 9 8 3 29

Miramichi (NB) Miramichi Weekend 8 12 9 4 33

New Liskeard (ON) Temiskaming 
Speaker 6 5 5 2 18

Northwest Territories (NT) NWT News 
North 8 9 9 4 30

Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News North 8 7 8 5 28

Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) Nunatsiaq News 12 10 9 6 37

Olds (AB) The Olds Albertan 11 9 11 7 38

Quesnel (BC) Cariboo Observer 11 10 10 6 37

Redwater (AB) Review 6 6 5 3 20

Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands Drift-
wood 13 15 13 9 50

Sherbrooke (QC) The Record 12 11 10 3 36

St. Anthony (NL) Northern Pen 13 11 13 6 43

St. Stephen (NB) Saint Croix Courier 6 4 4 3 17

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 8 8 8 6 30

Stirling (ON) Community Press 11 6 7 2 26

Sussex (NB) Kings County Record 11 7 7 5 30

Vegreville (AB) Vegreville Observer 11 6 8 4 29

Waterdown (ON) Flamborough Review 6 5 4 3 18

Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Advertiser 9 10 8 5 32

Weyburn (SK) Review 6 7 6 3 22

Whistler (BC) Question 11 12 13 8 44

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory (YT) Yukon 
News 12 12 13 8 45

Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard 5 6 6 3 20

Yellowknife (NT) Yellowknifer 8 7 7 5 27

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
Class 2143, circulation 12,500 and over
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Abbotsford (BC) News 13 14 13 9 49

Abbotsford (BC) Times 14 15 14 9 52

Ajax/Pickering (ON) News Advertiser 11 12 11 8 42

Belleville/Trenton (ON) Community 
Press 13 10 10 5 38

Bowmanville/Clarington (ON) Canadian 
Statesman/This Week 2 3 3 4 12

Burlington (ON) Post 10 10 7 9 36

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) News 
Leader 12 14 12 8 46

Cambridge (ON) Times 4 4 5 7 20

Camrose (AB) The Camrose Canadian 5 3 6 4 18

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Louise 
(AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook 10 9 10 8 37

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 11 11 13 7 42

Colwood (BC) Goldstream News Gazette 3 3 3 4 13

Coquitlam (BC) Tri City News 14 14 12 6 46

Etobicoke (ON) Guardian 6 8 9 8 31

Georgetown/Acton (ON) Independent/
Free Press 3 3 3 3 12

Kamloops (BC) This Week 3 2 1 2 8

Keswick (ON) Georgina Advocate 7 8 7 8 30

Kingston (ON) This Week 5 7 6 5 23

Langley (BC) Times 12 8 12 8 40

Laval (QC) Chomedey News – – – – –

Midland/Penetanguishene (ON) Mirror 11 8 6 7 32

Mississauga (ON) News 15 15 15 9 54
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Nanaimo (BC) News Bulletin 5 8 5 7 25

Newmarket/Aurora (ON) Era-Banner 13 12 12 8 45

Niagara (ON) This Week 11 6 6 8 31

North Vancouver/West Vancouver (BC) 
North Shore News 10 10 7 9 36

North York (ON) Mirror 14 14 11 6 45

Oakville (ON) Beaver 14 14 14 8 50

Orleans (ON) Star 5 4 4 4 17

Oshawa (ON) This Week 10 12 12 8 42

Peterborough (ON) Peterborough This 
Week 12 7 12 5 36

Red Deer (AB) Red Deer Express 10 11 9 7 37

Richmond Hill/Thornhill (ON) Liberal 12 13 14 7 46

Scarborough (ON) Mirror 12 13 13 8 46

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 5 3 4 3 15

Selkirk (MB) Journal 9 9 8 8 34

Sidney (BC) Peninsula News Review 9 7 7 5 28

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 14 14 13 9 50

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 9 7 6 6 28

St. John’s (NL) The Express 2 2 2 3 9

Sudbury (ON) Northern Life 11 11 11 5 38

Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 15 14 15 9 53

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 14 14 15 8 51

Whitby (ON) This Week 11 10 7 9 37

White Rock/South Surrey (BC) Peace 
Arch News 13 7 13 7 40

BEST PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
Class 2151, circulation open
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Abbotsford (BC) Times 4 6 6 6 22

Ajax/Pickering (ON) News Advertiser 6 8 8 8 31

Alliston (ON) Herald 8 10 10 8 36

Banff (AB) Crag & Canyon 2 2 2 4 10

Battlefords (SK) News Optimist (The) 2 2 4 2 10

Brampton (ON) Guardian 4 6 6 6 22

Burlington (ON) Post 2 4 4 4 14

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) News 
Leader 8 10 10 10 38

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Louise 
(AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook 6 10 8 8 32

Carbonear (NL) The Compass 4 2 4 2 12

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 4 6 4 6 20

Duncan (BC) Cowichan News Leader 6 6 6 6 24

Elmira (ON) Independent 4 6 6 6 22

Elmira-Woolwich (ON) Observer 6 6 6 8 26

Esquimalt (BC) News 4 6 6 6 22

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 4 6 6 6 22

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 4 6 6 6 22

Kamloops (BC) This Week 6 6 6 6 24

Kelowna (BC) Capital News 6 8 6 8 28

Kingston (ON) This Week 2 2 4 2 10

Lac La Biche (AB) Post 2 2 2 2 8

Leduc (AB) Representative 2 6 4 4 16

Melfort (SK) Journal 2 2 2 4 10

Minden (ON) Times 8 8 6 8 30

Niagara (ON) This Week 2 6 4 2 14

Northwest Territories (NT) NWT News 
North 6 8 8 6 28

Orleans (ON) Weekly Journal East 4 6 6 6 22

Oshawa (ON) This Week 4 4 6 6 20

Peterborough (ON) Peterborough This 
Week 8 10 8 8 34

Port Perry (ON) Star 2 4 4 2 12

Richmond (BC) News 4 6 4 4 18

Sioux Lookout (ON) Wawatay News 2 4 2 2 10

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 6 8 6 8 28

St. Anthony (NL) Northern Pen 2 2 4 2 10

Stettler (AB) Independent 6 10 8 6 30

Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 8 10 8 8 34

Swan River (MB) Star & Times 4 4 4 4 16

Tofield (AB) Mercury 0 2 2 2 6

Vegreville (AB) Vegreville Observer 4 6 6 6 22

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 4 4 4 6 18

Victoria (BC) Weekend Edition 10 10 10 10 40

Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Advertiser 4 2 4 2 12

Yellowknife (NT) Yellowknifer 4 6 8 6 24
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100 Mile House (BC) Free 
Press 11 11 6 4 3 3 38

Alliston (ON) Herald – – – – – – –

Barriere (BC) North Thomp-
son Star/Journal 7 7 6 4 3 3 30

Clearwater (BC) North 
Thompson Times 8 7 6 4 2 3 30

Collingwood (ON) Enterprise-
Bulletin 8 7 6 3 4 4 32

Deep River (ON) North Ren-
frew Times 9 9 6 3 4 3 34

Elk Point (AB) Review 9 8 6 3 3 3 32

Elmira (ON) Independent 9 8 6 4 3 3 33

Exeter (ON) Times-Advocate – – – – – – –

Fairview (AB) Post 11 9 6 3 3 4 36

Fort Chipewyan/Fort Smith 
(NT) Slave River Journal 6 6 4 4 3 3 26

Gaspé Peninsula (QC) The 
Gaspé Spec 10 8 7 3 4 4 36

Grand Falls-Windsor (NL) 
Advertiser 10 8 7 3 3 3 34

Harbour Breton (NL) Coaster 10 8 7 3 3 3 34

Hay River (NT) Hub 8 6 4 3 4 3 28

High Prairie (AB) South Peace 
News 13 13 9 3 4 4 46

Invermere (BC) Valley Echo 12 9 7 3 4 5 40

BEST CHRISTMAS EDITION
Class 2201, circulation up to 3,999
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Kahnawake (QC) Eastern 
Door 13 12 6 4 5 5 45

Lac La Biche (AB) Post 10 11 7 3 3 3 37

Lacombe (AB) Globe 9 7 5 4 3 3 31

Ladysmith/Chemainus (BC) 
Chronicle 10 8 7 2 4 5 36

Listowel (ON) Banner 6 6 4 3 3 2 24

Lumsden (SK) Waterfront 
Press (The New) 11 10 6 3 3 3 36

Midland (ON) The Free Press 5 6 5 5 3 3 27

Moosomin (SK) World-Spec-
tator 11 11 6 3 4 3 38

Nanton (AB) The Nanton 
News 7 8 6 4 3 4 32

New Hamburg (ON) Inde-
pendent 9 7 7 4 3 3 33

Palmerston (ON) Minto 
Express 8 9 7 3 3 3 33

Petrolia (ON) Topic 10 8 6 4 4 5 37

Port Aux Basques (NL) The 
Gulf News 10 8 7 3 3 3 34

Port Hardy (BC) North Island 
Gazette 11 8 6 4 4 4 37

Port Perry (ON) Star – – – – – – –

Powell River (BC) Peak 12 10 7 3 3 3 38

Provost (AB) News 9 10 5 3 4 3 34

Rainy River (ON) Record 11 9 6 3 3 3 35

Roblin (MB) Review 10 9 7 3 3 3 35

Rosthern (SK) Sask Valley 
News 12 11 9 4 4 4 44

Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 9 8 5 3 4 5 34

Springhill/Parrsboro (NS) 
Record 11 10 7 3 3 3 37

St. Marys (ON) Journal Argus 9 8 7 4 3 3 34

St. Paul (AB) Journal 7 5 5 5 3 4 29

Stephenville (NL) Georgian 8 7 7 4 3 3 32

Stettler (AB) Independent 11 9 6 4 3 3 36

Stonewall (MB) Argus & 
Teulon Times 11 8 7 3 4 3 36

Strathmore (AB) Standard 11 10 7 3 3 3 37

Sundre (AB) Round Up 8 6 4 3 3 4 28

Taber (AB) Times 7 7 6 4 4 4 32

Valleyview (AB) Valley Views 11 12 8 3 4 5 43

Viking (AB) Weekly Review 9 9 7 4 3 3 35

Winfield (BC) Lake Country 
Calendar 8 8 6 3 3 4 32

BEST CHRISTMAS EDITION
Class 2202, circulation 4,000 – 12,499
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Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 11 12 9 4 3 3 42

Brock (ON) Citizen 5 11 0 0 4 4 24

Clarenville (NL) Packet 12 14 8 4 4 4 46

Devon (AB) Devon Dispatch 
News 12 11 8 4 4 3 42

Gander (NL) Beacon 12 12 8 4 3 3 42

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 12 11 8 4 4 3 42

Haliburton (ON) County Echo 14 15 10 4 5 5 53

Huntsville (ON) Huntsville 
Forester 11 11 6 4 4 4 40

Innisfail (AB) Province 
Booster 11 11 8 4 4 4 42

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 11 12 9 3 3 3 41

Montague (PE) Eastern 
Graphic 12 12 10 4 4 4 46

Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) Nun-
atsiaq News 11 10 8 4 4 4 41

Olds (AB) The Olds Albertan 10 11 5 4 3 3 36

Rocky Mountain House (AB) 
Mountaineer 13 13 8 3 3 3 43

Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf 
Islands Driftwood 10 10 5 4 3 3 35

Sioux Lookout (ON) Wawatay 
News 10 10 8 4 3 3 38

St. Anthony (NL) Northern 
Pen 13 14 8 4 4 5 48

St. Stephen (NB) Saint Croix 
Courier 13 14 8 4 5 4 48

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 13 14 9 4 4 5 49

Stirling (ON) Community 
Press 10 10 5 4 3 3 35

Waterdown (ON) Flambor-
ough Review 10 10 6 4 4 5 39

Weyburn (SK) Review 11 13 8 4 3 3 42

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory 
(YT) Yukon News 8 8 3 3 3 3 28

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 14 14 10 4 5 4 51
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BEST CHRISTMAS EDITION
Class 2203, circulation 12,500 and over
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Abbotsford (BC) News 10 11 8 4 3 4 40

Ajax/Pickering (ON) News 
Advertiser 9 9 7 4 4 4 37

Burnaby/New Westminster 
(BC) News Leader 13 13 9 4 5 4 48

Camrose (AB) The Camrose 
Canadian 10 7 3 2 3 3 28

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 11 11 8 4 4 3 41

Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) 
Record 9 9 4 4 2 3 31

Delta (BC) Optimist 10 9 5 4 4 4 36

Etobicoke (ON) Guardian 10 9 7 3 4 3 36

Gimli (MB) Interlake Spectator 8 8 7 4 2 2 31

Knowlton (QC) Brome County 
News 11 13 9 4 3 3 43

Midland/Penetanguishene 
(ON) Mirror 8 9 6 4 3 3 33

Milton (ON) Canadian Cham-
pion 8 8 6 4 2 4 32

Mississauga (ON) News 9 9 7 4 4 4 37

Oakville (ON) Beaver 10 10 6 4 4 4 38

Oakville (ON) Today 3 3 2 4 2 3 17

Orillia (ON) Today 6 6 4 3 3 4 26

Orleans (ON) Star 9 9 6 4 3 3 34

Orleans (ON) Weekly Journal 
East 9 9 6 3 3 3 33

Parksville/Qualicum Beach 
(BC) The News 9 11 7 3 3 3 36

Prince George (BC) Free Press 7 7 5 1 2 3 25

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast 
Reporter 7 6 2 4 4 4 27

Selkirk (MB) Journal 6 6 5 4 1 3 25

Sidney (BC) Peninsula News 
Review 9 8 0 0 4 4 25

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 10 10 8 4 4 3 39

St. John’s (NL) The Express 12 13 8 4 4 3 44

Toronto (ON) The Women’s 
Post 10 9 4 2 2 3 30

Victoria (BC) News 10 10 7 4 4 4 39

Victoria (BC) Weekend Edi-
tion 12 11 8 4 3 4 42

White Rock/South Surrey 
(BC) Peace Arch News 12 12 9 3 4 5 45
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Annapolis Royal (NS) Spectator 5 5 6 5 0 21

Bridgetown/Middleton (NS) 
Monitor-Examiner 8 6 6 7 3 30

Corner Brook (NL) Humber Log 10 8 7 7 0 32

Edson (AB) Leader 8 5 6 6 0 25

Elmira (ON) Independent 7 5 7 6 0 25

Fergus-Elora (ON) News Express 8 6 6 7 0 27

Fort Chipewyan/Fort Smith (NT) 
Slave River Journal 7 5 6 7 0 25

Fort Macleod (AB) Gazette 9 6 6 8 0 29

Gananoque (ON) Reporter 8 7 7 8 4 34

Hay River (NT) Hub – – – – – –

Humboldt (SK) Journal 10 7 6 6 2 31

Invermere (BC) Valley Echo 8 6 7 7 2 30

Kitimat (BC) Northern Sentinel 5 4 5 4 3 21

Lacombe (AB) Globe 8 6 7 8 4 33

Listowel (ON) Banner 10 7 8 7 5 37

Lumsden (SK) Waterfront Press 
(The New) 4 4 4 4 0 16

Melfort (SK) Journal 8 7 7 6 4 32

Merritt (BC) Herald 9 6 6 6 0 27

Midland (ON) The Free Press 6 6 6 6 5 29

Moosomin (SK) World-Spectator 5 5 5 6 3 24

Mount Forest (ON) Confederate 10 7 7 6 3 33

Nanton (AB) The Nanton News 7 4 5 7 2 25

Nunavut (NU) Kivalliq News 8 6 6 7 0 27

Port Aux Basques (NL) The Gulf 
News 8 7 7 7 3 32

Port Hawkesbury (NS) Reporter 5 4 4 4 2 19

Port Perry (ON) Star 9 6 6 8 3 32

Roblin (MB) Review 3 3 3 4 4 17

Salmon Arm (BC) Observer 8 7 7 6 5 33

Shaunavon (SK) Standard 7 5 6 7 0 25

Springdale/Baie Verte (NL) 
Nor’Wester 5 5 4 4 2 20

St. Marys (ON) Journal Argus 13 9 8 6 5 41

St. Paul (AB) Journal 12 8 8 8 4 40

Stephenville (NL) Georgian 7 5 5 5 3 25

Stettler (AB) Independent 9 8 8 7 5 37

Stonewall (MB) Argus & Teulon 
Times 7 5 6 6 0 24

Strathmore (AB) Standard 9 7 7 7 1 31

Swan River (MB) Star & Times 9 8 8 6 5 36

Taber (AB) Times 12 8 8 8 3 39

Tofield (AB) Mercury 5 4 5 3 3 20

Valleyview (AB) Valley Views 6 6 7 6 1 26

Viking (AB) Weekly Review 5 5 6 6 2 24

Westlock (AB) News 10 7 7 7 0 31
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BEST SPORTS PAGES
Class 2222, circulation 4,000 – 12,499
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Ancaster (ON) Ancaster News 10 7 8 6 0 31

Banff (AB) Crag & Canyon 9 6 6 6 0 27

Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 9 7 7 7 3 33

Brooks (AB) Bulletin 12 7 7 6 3 35

Canmore (AB) Leader 11 8 8 9 0 36

Carbonear (NL) The Compass 9 6 6 7 0 28

Clarenville (NL) Packet 11 7 8 7 5 38

Elmira-Woolwich (ON) Ob-
server 10 7 7 7 0 31

Esquimalt (BC) News 10 9 9 9 1 38

Fort Frances (ON) Times 14 9 8 7 1 39

Gander (NL) Beacon 11 7 7 7 3 35

Kentville (NS) Advertiser 10 6 7 7 0 30

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 10 7 7 7 0 31

New Liskeard (ON) Temiskam-
ing Speaker 11 7 7 7 5 37

Northwest Territories (NT) 
NWT News North 12 8 8 8 1 37

Nunavut (NU) Nunavut News 
North 12 8 8 8 1 37

Port Elgin (ON) Shoreline 
Beacon 9 5 5 5 1 25

Quesnel (BC) Cariboo Observer 9 6 7 7 0 29

Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf 
Islands Driftwood 11 7 7 7 0 32

Sherbrooke (QC) The Record 8 5 5 5 0 23

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 11 6 6 7 5 35

Sussex (NB) Kings County 
Record 12 8 7 9 2 38

Uxbridge (ON) Times-Journal 10 8 8 7 1 34

Wetaskiwin (AB) Times Adver-
tiser 14 8 7 7 5 41

Weyburn (SK) Review 11 7 7 7 3 35

Whistler (BC) Question 12 9 9 9 3 42

Whitehorse/Yukon Territory 
(YT) Yukon News 11 8 7 7 1 34

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 10 7 7 6 3 33

Yarmouth (NS) Vanguard 9 7 8 8 0 32

Yellowknife (NT) Yellowknifer 10 7 7 7 0 31
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Abbotsford (BC) News 12 8 7 7 1 35

Abbotsford (BC) Times 12 7 8 8 3 38

Ajax/Pickering (ON) News Advertiser 6 5 7 3 1 22

Bowmanville/Clarington (ON) Cana-
dian Statesman/This Week

9 7 7 6 3 32

Brampton (ON) Guardian 15 10 9 8 0 42

Burlington (ON) Post 9 4 6 5 1 25

Burnaby/New Westminster (BC) 
News Leader

8 4 6 3 5 26

Cambridge (ON) Times 9 6 7 4 0 26

Campbell River (BC) Mirror 13 9 9 9 0 40

Camrose (AB) The Camrose Canadian 6 5 2 2 3 18

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Lou-
ise (AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook

8 6 3 5 0 22

Coquitlam (BC) Tri City News 9 4 5 4 3 25

Courtenay Comox Valley (BC) Record 7 6 3 1 3 20

Duncan (BC) Cowichan News Leader 9 6 5 4 2 26

Duncan (BC) Pictorial 9 4 7 1 3 24

Dundas (ON) Dundas Star News 13 8 3 1 0 25

Kamloops (BC) This Week 9 5 6 4 4 28

Kelowna (BC) Capital News 12 7 8 7 5 39

Kingston (ON) This Week 5 4 5 1 0 15

Langley (BC) Advance News 7 5 7 3 2 24

Langley (BC) Times 9 6 6 4 0 25

Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows (BC) News 10 7 6 7 4 34

Milton (ON) Canadian Champion 6 5 5 6 4 26

Montreal’s West Island (QC) Chron-
icle

9 7 6 7 0 29

Nanaimo (BC) News Bulletin 11 6 4 4 0 25

Niagara (ON) This Week 12 7 6 7 5 37

North Vancouver/West Vancouver 
(BC) North Shore News

12 7 7 6 0 32

Oakville (ON) Beaver 7 5 4 1 0 17

Oakville (ON) Today 9 6 6 5 5 31

Orillia (ON) Today 6 4 7 1 0 18

Orleans (ON) Star 5 3 2 3 0 13

Oshawa (ON) This Week 7 4 8 2 1 22

Ottawa (ON) News-South 3 3 2 1 0 9

Prince George (BC) Free Press 5 4 3 4 0 16

Richmond (BC) Review 12 8 6 6 2 34

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 9 7 6 6 5 33

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 12 8 7 7 2 36

St. Albert (AB) Saint City News 6 4 6 2 5 23

St. John’s (NL) The Express 12 7 6 4 3 32

Sudbury (ON) Northern Life 3 1 2 1 0 7

Surrey/North Delta (BC) Leader 9 6 8 6 4 33

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 11 7 6 6 1 31

Waterloo (ON) Waterloo Chronicle 8 5 3 4 0 20

Whitby (ON) This Week 10 6 8 4 1 29

Winnipeg (MB) the Times 2 2 1 2 1 8
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BEST WEB SITE DESIGN
Class 2241, circulation up to 3,999
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Class 2242, circulation 4,000 – 12,499

BEST WEB SITE DESIGN
Class 2243, circulation 12,500 and over

Paper

Co
nt

en
t (

30
)

De
sig

n 
(3

0)

Ad
ve

rti
sin

g  
(2

0)

Re
lev

an
ce

 (2
0)

To
ta

l (
10

0)

Clearwater (BC) North Thompson Times 25 20 5 18 68

Melfort (SK) Journal 20 20 10 15 65

Moosomin (SK) World-Spectator 20 10 5 17 52

Powell River (BC) Peak 25 30 20 20 95

Provost (AB) News 25 25 15 17 82

Strathmore (AB) Standard 25 24 15 20 84

Whitewood (SK) Herald 22 24 16 17 79
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Bridgewater (NS) Bulletin 25 21 13 16 75

Brooks (AB) Bulletin 25 26 20 20 91

CFB Halifax (NS) Maritime Forces Atlan-
tic Trident 25 25 15 15 80

Fort Frances (ON) Times 25 25 20 20 90

Goderich (ON) Signal-Star 24 26 15 14 79

Huntsville (ON) Huntsville Forester 25 25 17 18 85

Lewisporte (NL) Pilot 24 24 18 17 83

Montague (PE) Eastern Graphic 25 20 14 16 75

Neepawa (MB) Banner 24 25 18 17 84

Northwest Territories (NT) NWT News 
North 25 22 12 16 75

Nunavut/Nunavik (NU) Nunatsiaq News 25 25 14 15 79

Salt Spring Island (BC) Gulf Islands 
Driftwood 28 30 20 20 98

Sioux Lookout (ON) Wawatay News 25 21 17 18 81

Steinbach (MB) The Carillon 25 22 18 17 82

Williams Lake (BC) Tribune 29 25 20 20 94
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Belleville/Trenton (ON) Community 
Press 24 22 16 16 78

Brampton (ON) Guardian 22 26 15 15 78

Canmore/Kananaskis/Banff/Lake Louise 
(AB) Rocky Mountain Outlook – – – – –

Chilliwack (BC) Progress 21 26 15 15 77

Georgetown/Acton (ON) Independent/
Free Press 30 30 17 16 93

Gimli (MB) Interlake Spectator 23 22 15 16 76

Kelowna (BC) Capital News 23 23 14 15 75

Langley (BC) Advance News 28 30 20 17 95

Laval (QC) Chomedey News – – – – –

Lunenburg County (NS) Lighthouse Log 25 21 13 16 75

Mississauga (ON) News 30 28 20 20 98

Nanaimo (BC) News Bulletin – – – – –

Niagara (ON) This Week 26 20 13 16 75

Orleans (ON) Weekly Journal East 20 15 15 15 65

Oshawa (ON) This Week 25 25 17 18 85

Peterborough (ON) Peterborough This 
Week 27 27 15 19 88

Red Deer (AB) Red Deer Express 28 30 20 19 97

Richmond (BC) Review 22 25 20 15 82

Sarnia (ON) This Week 20 20 17 17 74

Sechelt/Gibsons (BC) Coast Reporter 24 26 18 17 85

St. Albert (AB) Gazette 26 27 20 17 90

Sudbury (ON) Northern Life 22 23 20 15 80

Vancouver (BC) Courier - West Side 25 17 15 18 75

Vernon (BC) Morning Star 23 23 17 16 79

Winnipeg (MB) the Times 25 15 17 18 75

BEST CANADIAN FORCES BASE PAPER
Class 2251, circulation open
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CFB Esquimalt (BC) Lookout 7 7 8 7 7 36

CFB Greenwood (NS) Aurora News-
paper 7 7 7 8 8 37

CFB Halifax (NS) Maritime Forces 
Atlantic Trident 8 8 8 7 8 39

CFB Trenton (ON) Contact 6 6 6 6 7 31





��������

T�� C������� C�������� N��������� A����������  
thanks all supporters of the  

���� ������ ���������� �����������

The Holmes 
Family, Alberta

Cadogan 
Foundation Inc. 

Black Press, Ltd.


