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I. Name 
historic B r a m w e l l  H i s t o r i c  District 

and/or common 

2. location 

street & number . N / A  not for publication 

&!A vicinity of city, town Branwell 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 countv Mercer cade 055 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
2 district - public & occupied - agriculture - museum 
- building(s) -- private - unoccupied X commercial - park 
- structure both - work in progress - educational private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -& religious 
- object && in process -yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name M u l t i p l e  'Ok~er s h i p  

street & number 

city, town Brainwell vicinity of state West Vi rg in i a  

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mercer Countv Courthouse 

street & number Courthouse Road 

city, town Pr ince ton  state kres t Virgin ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
/-- 

/ 

title - &rimwell H i s t o r i c  Survey has this property been determined eligible? -- yes A Kr no 

date Summer 1982  -_ federal - state - county 2- local 
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The a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Bramwell t r u l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  l a r g e  f o r t u n e s  which t h e  
Pocahontas c o a l  o p e r a t o r s  were a b l e  t o  accumulate.  The s t y l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  range  from Queen Anne t o  American homestead t o  c r a f t smans ty l e .  The 
romantic  Tudor Revival house b u i l t  by c o a l  ope ra to r  W.H. Thomas between 1909 and 
1912 r e p o r t e d l y  had timber and t i l e s  s e n t  s p e c i a l l y  from England f o r  i t s  cons t ruc-  
t i o n .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  Hewitt  house b u i l t  on ly  two yea r s  l a t e r  emphasizes n a t i v e  
l o c a l  b lues tone  and Indiana wh i t e  oak i n t e r i o r  panel ing.  The Edward Cooper house 
(1910), which a l s o  had i t s  orange b r i c k  shipped from England, i s  of t h e  Queen Anne 
s t y l e  w i th  i t s  I o n i c  a r t i c u l a t e d  tower and d e c o r a t i v e  copper roo f ,  w h i l e  nex t  door 
:he Coopers b u i l t  a n  American c ra f t smans ty l e  b r i c k  bungalow (ca.1920) f o r  t h e i r  son 
and h i s  new wife.  It seems t h a t  t h e  weal thy o p e r a t o r s  spared nothing t o  c o n s t r u c t  
t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  t h e  f i n e s t  m a t e r i a l s  and craf tsmanship a v a i l a b l e .  Seve ra l  
s t r u c t u r e s  e x h i b i t  h l abo ra t e  carv ings  i n s i d e ,  most no tab ly  expressed on s t a i r c a s e s .  
S ta ined  and beveled g l a s s  i s  found i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  homes. Decora t ive  whrought i r o n  
f ences  border  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of l o t s :  i n  Bramwell. 

Also found w i t h  s e v e r a l  homes is  t h e  presence of t h e  garage wi th  s e r v a n t s '  
q u a r t e r s  on t h e  second f l o o r .  Some s e r v a n t s  l i v e d  o u t s i d e  of Bramwell's main s e c t i o n ,  
b u t  many maids, b u t l e r s ,  and gardeners  l i v e d  on t h e  premises of t h e  o p e r a t o r s '  home 
p r o p e r t i e s .  This  must have c r e a t e d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n  between d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  
groups and a l s o  a  s e p a r a t e  c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  
Servants  i n  Bramwell were predominantly b l a c k  Americans. 

Building w i t h i n  t h e  Bramwell h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  b a s i c a l l y  h a l t e d  i n  t h e  mid- 
1920 ' s  w i t h  on ly  a  few i n t r u s i o n s  cons t ruc t ed  s i n c e  t h a t  time. The o l d e r  homes and 
mansions have been remarkably w e l l  preserved which s e r v e s  t o  make t h e  Bramwell 
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  a n  extremely a t t r a c t i v e  a r e a  today. The fol lowing a r e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of Braawe l lBs  most s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s ;  

North s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  ----- 
1. BRAMWELL TOWN HALL--~a. 1889 ( P i v o t a l )  two-story gabled r e c t a n g u l a r  

frame s t r u c t u r e ,  w i th  double-hung sa sh  windows, one of   ram well's o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  
bu i ld ings .  Lot  No. 6.  

2 .  PENCE BUILDING--ca. 1911 (Cont r ibut ing)  three-s tory  r e d  b r i c k  commercial 
h - ~ i l d i n g  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  town E i r e  of 1910. Unornamented heavy p r o j e c t i n g  c o r n i c e  tops  
t h i r d  f l o o r ;  f l a t  roo f .  Lot No. 99. 

3 .  OLD THEATRE BUILDING--ca. 1923 (Cont r ibut ing)  deep r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  two 
s i m r i e s  - roof s l o p e s  downward toward r e a r .  Second s t o r y  facade  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by fou r  round a r c h e s ,  two of which frame windows w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  two s e r v i n g  a s  openings 
LO a porch. Lot  No. 101. - .  

4.  ABRAHAMSON BUILDING--ca. 1914 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story l i g h t  b r i c k  
commercial s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t a l l  windows a r t i c u l a t i n g  second s t o r y  facade .  Ornamental 
c o r n i c e  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a n  I t a l i a n a t e  q u a l i t y .  Lot NO. 102. 
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5. COLLINS BUILDING--ca. 1922 (Cont r ibut ing)  deep r e d  b r i c k  two-story b r i c k  
wi th  a  p l a i n  f l a t  facade .  Slender v e r t i c a l  engaged b r i c k  p i e r s  v i s u a l l y  s e p a r a t e  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  i n t o  four  s e c t i o n s .  The west end of t h e  bu i ld ing  comprised of about t e n  f e e t ,  
is  one-story h igh  and was added t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  between 1922 and 1930. Second 
s t o r y  windows have s t o n e  window l i n t e l s .  Co l l i n s '  name appears  i n  s t o n e  on second 
s t o r y  facade.  Lot No. 103. 

6 .  DUDLEY BUILDING-ca. 1926 (Cont r ibut ing)  l i g h t  b r i c k  two-story w i t h  f l a t  
f acade  and second s t o r y  windows wi th  s t o n e  window heads. Lot No. 104. 

7. BRYANT BUILDING--ca. 1910 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  heavy 
p r o j e c t i n g  co rn i ces  on top  of second s t o r y  and between f i r s t  and second s t o r y .  A 
pharmacy was conta ined  i n  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and some d e c o r a t i v e  
che r ry  woodwork and marble  i s  s t i l l  i n s i d e .  Stone window heads and sa shes  a l s o  a r e  
p r e s e n t  on  t h e  second s t o r y  facade  windows. Lot No. 105. 

8. MASONIC HALL--ca. 1893-94 ( P i v o t a l )  l a r g e  two-story b r i c k  (now pa in t ed  
whi te )  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  rounded arched entryways. Double windows w i t h  t ran-  
soms on f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  s h o r t e r  windows o n  second f l o o r  placed i n  b l i n d  a rches .  Tin 
roo f ,  hipped. O r i g n i a l l y  b u i l t  w i th  a n  audi tor ium t o  s e a t  t h r e e  hundred. Lot N o .  106. 

9. POCAHONTAS COAL AND COKE OFFICE--ca. 1892 (Cont r ibut ing)  now con- 
v e r t e d  t o  a r e s idence ,  two-story bui ld ing;  gab le  roof w i t h  s a d 1  gabled p r o j e c t i o n  
i n  c e n t e r  of t h e  roof f a c i n g  s t r e e t .  P i l a s t e r s  framing f r o n  e n t r y  were removed from 
Bank of Bramwell's i n t e r i o r  sometime a f t e r  t h e  1930's .  Rear ex tens ion  added dur ing  
World War I1 f o r  t h e  Red Cross. O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o a l  l and  company 
which planned Bramwell, i t  s t i l l  con ta ins  t h r e e  v a u l t s ,  which have been converted t o  
s t o r a g e  o r  b a t h  a r e a s ,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  mahogany woodwork on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t e r i o r ;  
aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot  No. 107. 

10.  McELRATH HOUSE--ca. 1898 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story r e d  brick dwell ing wi th  
s t e e p  roof and c r o s s  gable ,  assymmetrical p lan ;  smal l  porch t o  e n t r y  topped by a 
pediment supported by d e c o r a t i v e  wooden pos t s .  Br ick  three-sided bay next t o  porch. 
Decora t ive  i r o n  f ence  borders  property.  Lot No. 108. 

11. COLLINS HOUSE--ca. 1903 (Cont r ibut ing)  modified el l -shaped two-story 
dwel l ing  wi th  t r e e  r e a r  gabled ex tens ions .  Front  porch supported by t a l l  s l ende r  
Tuscan columns; b a l u s t r a d e  on f l a t  roof of porch; small tower w i t h  s t e e p  gab le s  and 
diamond-shaped windows a t  j o i n t u r e  of e l l ;  t i n y  balcony a t t a c h e d  t o  tower; aluminum 
s i d i n g .  I r o n  fence.  Lot No. 109. 

12. KIRK HOUSE--ca. 1892 (Cont r ibut ing)  unadorned two-story e l l .  Front  porch 
runs  a long  e n t i r e  f r o n t  of house. I r o n  g a t e  opens on  t o  s idewalk;  a luminus s id ing .  Lor: 110. 

13. McGUFFIN HOUSE--ca. 1888 (Cons t r ibu t ing)  two-story modif ied e l l  dwel l ing ;  
porch a c r o s s  f r o n t  w i t h  s l o p i n g  roof and d e c o r a t i v e  "gingerbread" f a n s  on pos t s ;  
second s t o r y  windows c o n t a i n  smal l  panes of mul t i -co lored  g l a s s ;  l a r g e  bay a t  r e a r  
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of house and a l s o  a t  end of e l l .  Decorat ive metal  f i n i a l s  run a long  t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  
gab le s  on t h e  r o o f .  S l i g h t l y  remodeled many yea r s  ago, i t  may be  Bramwellts o l d e s t  
s u r v i v i n g  dwel l ing .  Aluminum s i d i n g ;  s t o n e  f ence  w i t h  i r o n  g a t e  borders  f r o n t  of 
p rope r ty .  Lot  No. 141. 

1 4 .  McNEER HOUSE--ca. 1890 (Cont r ibut ing)  modified two-story gabled frame 
dwel l ing  w i t h  a two-story bay on f r o n t  and porch wi th  t h r e e  s l ende r  p o s t s  and s p i n d i e s  
a long  t h e  porch f r i e z e ;  small t r i a n g u l a r  p r o j e c t i o n  on roof on f r o n t .  Lot No. 112. 

15. PACK HOUSE--ca. 1897 (Cont r ibut ing)  l a r g e  three-s tory  four  s q u m e  gabled 
dwel l ing  w i t h  a c r o s s  gab le  i n  c e n t e r  r e s u l t i n g  i n  bays on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  house. 
A bay a l s o  p r o j e c t s  from t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  on t o  t h e  f r o n t  porch which s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  
t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  of t h e  house and t u r n s  t h e  r i g h t  corner  t o  meet t h e  bay on t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e .  A small modif ied P a l l a d i a n  window appears  an  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  i n  t h e  f r o n t  gable .  
An i r o n  f ence  bo rde r s  t h e  proper ty .  Lot No. 113. 

North River S t r e e t  -- 
16.  PILGRIM/HOLINESS/WESLEYAN CHURCH--(Contributing) cons t ruc ted  between 

1906 and 1930-Square one-story bu i ld ing  w i t h  l a r g e  s t e e p  gable  and t h i n  squa re  tower. 
Ent rance  i s  a t  southwest co rne r ;  aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot No. 86. 

1 7 .  HOUSE--between 1906 and 1930 (Cont r ibut ing) .  s m e l l  one-story dwel l ing ,  
frame. S loping  roo f ,  f i l l e d  i n  porch w i t h  m u l t i p l e  windows. Lot NO. 87. 

18. "KITCHEN BUILDERStt--before 1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  long two-story frame 
bus ines s  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  s e c t i o n s .  F l a t  facade ,  continuous porch a c r o s s  
f r o n t .  Lot  NO. 88. 

19. SFLALL BUILDING--before 1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  ve ry  small  frame gabled 
squa re  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  long  sa sh  windows f a c i n g  Bloch S t r e e t .  Lot No. 89.1- 

20. BRICK GARAGE--before 1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  two c a r ,  one-story garage w i t h  
s tepped  roo f .  Window heads ( s tone)  appear  above windows and garage doors .  Lot No- 90- 

21. GARAGE--before 1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story frame garage f o r  f o u r  
v e h i c l e s .  Second s t o r y  may have been s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s .  Lot No. 96. 

22. HOUSE AND GARAGE--before 1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  small frame one-story 
gabled house and one c a r  garage. Lot No. 97. 

23. COOPER BUNGALOW--ca. 1920 (Cont r ibut ing)  c r a f t smans ty l e  one-story b r i c k  
dwel l ing ;  s t o n e  foundat ion;  exposed r a f t e r  ends, low roof and broad porch a c r o s s  f r o n t  
of house; s h i n g l e s  i n  f r o n t  gable .  Lot NOS. 115 and 116. 
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24. COOPER HOUSE--1910 ( P i v o t a l )  asymmetrical Queen Anne dwel l ing  w i t h  a  
copper r o o f ,  s t o n e  foundat ion ,  and orange b r i c k  which w a s  s p e c i a l l y  s e n t  from England 
f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  house. Two l a r g e  bays on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  th ree-s tory  
s t r u c t u r e  a r e  topped by a  con ica l  towered t u r r e t  and a gable .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  t u r r e t  i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  by paf red  p i l a s t e r s  between t h e  windows. A hipped dormer 
appears  between t h e  tower and t h e  gab le  and below i t  on t h e  second f l o o r  a P a l l a d i a n  
window i s  cen te red  between t h e  bays. A massive f r o n t  porch e n c i r c l e s  t h e  bays on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r .  A c l a s s i c a l  i n f luence  i s  p re sen t  i n  t h e  monumental entryway t o  t h e  f r o n t  
porch which i s  crowned by a  heavy e n t a b l a t u r e  and a  low pediment. D e n t i l s  deco ra t e  
a l l  of t h e  e x t e r i o r  moldings. A smal l  P a l l a d i a n  porch and accompanying window i s  found 
on  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  house, and s e v e r a l  dormers a l s o  p r o j e c t  
from the  west s i d e  of t h e  house, and s e v e r a l  dormers a l s o  p r o j e c t  from t h e  roof on t h e  
t h i r d  f l o o r .  S tan ined  g l a s s  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  some of t h e  smaller windows, and a t  t h e  
second f l o o r  l and ing  of t h e  o r n a t e l y  carved oak g r a t i n g s  a r e  found a t  t h e  top  of s e v e r a l  
of t h e  i n t e r i o r  doorways and a l s o  l e a d i n g  t o  one of t h e  bays. The l a r g e  f r o n t  door has  
s i d e l i g h t s  w i t h  beveled g l a s s  t r a c e r y  and transoms w i t h  t h e  same. Lot  No. 117. 

25. COOPER INDOOR POOL--1910 ( P i v o t a l )  r e c t a n g u l a r  one-story s t r u c t u r e  en- 
c l o s i n g  a swimming pool  and d re s s ing  rooms. Has same English orange b r i c k  a s  main house; 
gabled dormers; s a s h  windows. Lot No. 117 (sub-lot  10) .  

26 .  COOPER GARAGE APARTMENT--1910 (P ivo ta l )  o r i g i n a l l y  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  
on second floor;  garage  on f i r s t  f l o o r .  Rectangular  gabled s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  English 
orange b r i c k  facade ,  r e d  b r i c k  on s i d e s  and r e a r ;  c inderb lock  room p r o j e c t i n g  from 
f i r s t  f l o o r  on west s i d e  added l a t e r .  A double gabled dormer p r o j e c t s  from roof-- 
i n i t i a l s  EC (Edward Cooper) above one window and d a t e  1910 above t h e  o t h e r  window; 
b r a c k e t s  suppor t  eaves.  Lot No. 121. 

27. BANK OF BRAMWELL-~ca. 1893 (P ivo ta l )  r e c t a n g u l a r  two-story s tone  gabled 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  round arched doorway and transoms on f r o n t  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows. Gable 
s e r v e s  a s  a pediment w i t h  a  l u n e t t e  window; b racke t s  suppor t  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e .  I n s i d e  
t h e  f r o n t  room i s  carved oak panel ing ,  p i l a s t e r s ,  and a  c l a s s i c a l  f r i e z e  t h a t  were 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  1901. The f l o o r  has  d e c o r a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  of whi te  I t a l i a n  marble and co lored  
marble t i l e s ,  a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  i n  1901. The former board of d i r e c t o r s '  room a t  t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  wainscot ted  i n  mahogany and has  smal l  ca rv ings  of gargoyle  f a c e s  
and animals  heads a t  p o i n t s  around t h e  doorways. The name of t h e  bank's f i r s t  c a s h i e r  
and most i n f l u e n t i a l  p r e s i d e n t ,  I s a a c  T. Mann, i s  s t i l l  p re sen t  i n  b r a s s  l e t t e r s  on one 
of t h e  doors  t o  h i s  former o f f i c e ,  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r s '  room. The bank v a u l t  is 
a l s o  i n t a c t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  room. Lot No. 124 .  

28. PERRY HOUSE--ca. 1901-04 ( P i v o t a l )  t h ree - s to ry  r e d  b r i c k  squa re  dwell ing 
wi th  l a r g e  c r o s s  gab le s .  Porch s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  e n t i r e  f r o n t  of  house w i t h  a n  open 
gabled entryway i n  c e n t e r ;  double doorway. Revival  Tudor deco ra t ion  i n  l a r g e  gables  
w i t h  t r i p l e d  window i n  each. An oak s t a i r c a s e  w i t h  a l a r g e  windowseat on a  landing  l e a d s  
from t h e  f i r s t  t o  t h e  f i n i s h e d  t h i r d  f l o o r .  Lot  No. 125- 
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29. HICKMAN HOUSE, two down from Bank, next  t o  Pe r ry  House -- b e f o r e  1930 - 
(Con t r ibu t ing )  g r e a t l y  en larged  a f t e r  1930, t h i s  frame dwell ing has been remodeled 
t o  appear  I t a l i a n a t e  w i t h  a  cupola,  symmetrical p l an ,  small  c e n t r a l  porch,  wide 
eaves ,  and a  low-pitched h i p  r o o f .  Lot No. 126. 

30. GARAGE (Cont r ibut ing)  one and a  ha l f - s to ry  two-car frame gabled garage .  
Lot 126 (sub-lo t 28) ., 

31. MEXERS HOUSE--ca. 1892 (Cont r ibut ing)  long ,  narrow two-story dwel l ing  
c rossed  by two gables ,  one a  c l i pped  gable ;  porches symmetr ical ly  placed e i t h e r  s i d e ;  
aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot  No- 127- 

South River  S t r e e t  -- - 
32.  HENITT HOUSE-- 1914-1915 ( P i v o t a l )  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm;  DeArmond, Ashmead 

& Bickley,  618 Chestnut S t r e e t ,  Phi lade lphia-  two-story dwell ing which r e f l e c t s  t h e  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  per iod  i n  American a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  P r a i r i e  s t y l e  w i t h  i t s  symmetrical 
p l an ,  n a t i v e  b lues tone ,  l a r g e  comparat ively low-hipped t i l e  roof of "dark ma t t  g reen  
akron", wide p r o j e c t i n g  eaves,  and low c e i l i n g s .  P l an  of house i s  a wide "T" shape. 
Wide porches w i t h  s t o n e  p o s t s  and Engl i sh  quarry t i l e  f l o o r s  f l a n k  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  gabled p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l l i o n  which s e r v e s  a s  t h e  entryway and f o c a l  po in t .  The 
f r o n t  door i s  framed by two columns which suppor t  p a r t i a l  e n t a b l a t u r e s  and a smal l  
p r o j e c t i n g  a rched  roo f .  A secondary gab le  w i th  a  casement window appears  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
of t h e  p a v i l l i o n  on t h e  second f l o o r  and a  t r i p l e  casement window nex t  t o  t h a t .  I n s i d e  
a l l  f l o o r s  a r e  of Indiana  wh i t e  oak w i t h  a two-line border  of che r ry .  Living room h a s  
a l a r g e  s t o n e  f i r e p l a c e  and wainscots ,  c o r n i c e s ,  mant les ,  c e i l i n g  beams and t r i m  
bookcases a l l  of wh i t e  oak. A "glazed ope ra t ing  meta l  sky l igh t "  i s  p r e s e n t  over  t h e  
s t a i r c a s e  i n  t h e  foyer .  Lot No. 128. 

33. HEWITT GARAGE APARTMENT--1914-1915 ( P i v o t a l )  n a t i v e  b lues tone  gabled two- 
s t o r y  garage  and three-room s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  above. Garage c o n t a i n s  a n  e a r l y  car wash, 
Lot  128 (sub-lot  42).  

34. MANX HOUSE ( P i v o t a l )  remodeled from a n  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1909 - Large,  
y e t  long  and narrow, t h ree - s to ry  gabled dwell ing.  A sec t agana l  t u r r e t  topped by a  m e t a l  
f i n i a l  i s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  on one corner  of t h e  house, and bays r e s u l t  under- 
n e a t h  on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  A rounded porch e n c i r c l e s  t h i s  corner  and l e a d s  
t o  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r y .  The f l a t  roof of t h e  porch i s  trimmed by an  e n t a b l a t u r e  supported 
by t a l l ,  s l e n d e r ,  rounded columns. The recessed  r e a r  s e c t i o n  was used a s  s e r v a n t s '  
q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  of t h e  house was cons idered  a  c h i l d r e n ' s  a r e a  a s  i t  was 
s c a l e d  sma l l e r  i n  p r o p o r t i o ~ s  (min ia tu re  doors ,  c l o s e t s ,  and c o a t  r a c k s  a r e  found t h e r e ) ,  
A g l a s s  conserva tory  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room. The 
den  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  bay has  w a l l s  covered i n  l e a t h e r .  Lot  No- 129. 

35. FORMER PRESBYTERIAN MANSE--ca. 1892 (Con t r ibu t ing )  narrow gabled two-story 
dwel l ing ;  porch e n c i r c l e s  r i g h t  co rne r  of f i r s t  f l o o r .  Sh ing le s ,  aluminum s i d i n g ,  and 
me ta l  r a i l i n g  have been added. Lot No. 130. 
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36. COLLINS HOUSE--ca. 1909-10 (Contr ibut ing)  narrow two and a  ha l f - s to ry  
frame dwel l ing  wi th  two gables  w i t h  c a t s l i d e  o r  s a l t b o x  s loped  roo f s .  One gab le  t ops  
t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  and t h e  o t h e r  pro t rudes  t o  t he  r i g h t  of i t  from t h e  second f l o o r .  The 
second s t o r y  gab le  is p ie rced  by a double window, a  s emic i r cu la r  l u n e t t e ,  and a tri- 
angu la r  l u n e t t e .  Groups of t h r e e  t a l l  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows a r e  found on  t h e  f r o n t  
and two s i d e s  of t h e  house. Enclosed porch a t  f r o n t a l e f t  corner  w i t h  overhanging 
roof on  l e f t  s ide ;  s tone  foundat ion;  diamond shaped s l a t e  t i l e  roo f ;  l a r g e  s t o n e  chimney; 
some s t i c k  deco ra t ion  on r e a r  ex tens ion  of house. Lot No. 131.  

37. COLLINS GARAGE--1909-10 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story b r i c k  garage  izikh 
s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  above; c a t s l i d e ,  diamond shaped t i l e d  roof t o  match main house, 
s t o n e  window heads. Lot No. 131. 

38. INTRUSION--cam 1955 - b r i c k  ranch s t y l e  one-story e l l  dwell ing.  Lot.133. 

Bloch S t r e e t  
39. BMIWELL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 1902 (P ivo ta l )  n a t i v e  b lues tone  Revival - - 

Engl i sh  g o t h i c - s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  square  tower and min ia tu re  b u t t r e s s e s  p r o j e c t i n g  
between arched  windows and a t  co rne r s  of tower. Three s i d e s  of t h e  tower have t h r e e  
arched openings each near  t h e  top.  The cen te r  f r o n t  of t h e  tower has  a l a r g e  window 
w i t h  t r a c e r y .  A bracketed ,  gabled overd jor  p r o t e c t s  t h e  f r o n t  en t ry .  The main church 
b u i l d i n g  i s  s a i d  t o  have been modeled a f t e r  a  small Welsh c a t h e d r a l .  Ci rca  1942 an 
educa t ion  bu i ld ing  was added t o  t h e  main s t r u c t u r e  c r e a t i n g  a n  e l l  shape. This  i s  a l s o  
of b lues tone ;  i t  is two s t o r i e s  w i th  dormers and s a s h  windows, a  gable  and a n  arched 
window t o  match t h e  main bu i ld ing .  Lot No. 119. 

Pocahontas Avenue 
40.  GOODWILL HOUSE - b u i l t  c a .  1894, remodeled 1905 ( P i v o t a l )  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  

remodeling: W . J .  Smith of Bramwell - O r i g i ~ l l y  a n  unadorned two-story frame s t r u c t u r e ,  
t h i s  house was embell ished i n  1905 by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a t h i r d  s t o r y  ballrooin and gues t  
rooms, a f i n i a l  topped c o n i c a l  t u r r e t ,  and bays on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s ,  a long 
e n c i r c l i n g  f r o n t  porch, and c u t  g l a s s  windows. Cawed oak sc reens  and I o n i c  columns - 

were a l s o  added i n  t h e  foye r  and t o  s e p a r a t e  a  s i t t i n g  room from t h e  master  bedroom on 
t h e  second f l o o r .  Dining room on f i r s t  f l o o r  has  heavy oak c e i l i n g  beams and a l s o  oak 
s l i d i n g  doors  which a r e  pu l l ed  from t h e  w a l l s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  doorway. House i s  gabled w i t h  
a  s t e e p  s l o p i n g  roo f ;  smal le r  gab le s  w i t h  two-story bays extend from middle of t h e  s i d e s  
of  t h e  house. I n  t h e  small gable  of t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  a  round window w i t h  s p i d e r  web 
t r a c e r y  appears .  Gables have been sh ing led  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  Evidence of t h e  a d d i t i o n  
of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  seen  i n  t h e  presence  of a s k y l i g h t  i n  t h e  second f l o o r  c e i l i n g  now covered 
by t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  There a r e  Masonic symbols pa in t ed  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  w a l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  den and i n  a  t h i r d  f l l o r  game room. Lot No. 7. 

4 1 .  GOODWILL GARAGE--ca. 1895 (Cont r ibut ing)  o r i g i n a l l y  a one-story ou tbu i ld ing  
f o r  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s ,  now a  garage and c a r  p o r t ;  frame. LOT No.  7. 



NPS Form 10.900-a 
(781) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places . ..- 

Inventory-Nomination Form 
Bramwell H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  Mercer County, West Vi rg in ia  
Continuation sheet Item number 7 ~ a a e  7 

42. THOMAS HOUSE--ca. 1909-12 ( P i v o t a l )  Tudor Revival  eighteen-room three-  
s t o r y  dwel l ing ;  r ed  t i l e  roo f ;  wood f o r  "half-timbering," and i n t e r i o r  pane l ing  
r e p o r t e d l y  t r anspor t ed  from England; stonework executed by I t a l i a n  masons brought  from 
Europe f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  casement windows w i t h  m u l t i p l e  panes; s e v e r a l  prominent gables-  
most no tab ly  on  t h e  f r o n t  --two p r o j e c t i n g  gabled p a v i l l i o n s ,  one completely of s t o n e ;  
f r o n t  porch on  f i r s t  f l o o r  between p a v i l l i o n s  has t i l e  des igns  on f l o o r ;  s e v e r a l  chimneys. 
A c e n t r a l  s t a i r c a s e  l ead ing  from t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  t he  second, p a r t s  a t  a l a n d i n g  i n t o  
two d i f f e r e n t  s t a i r s .  A t  t h e  landing  i s  a  c o l o s s a l  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  window d iv ided  i n t o  
s i x  s e c t i o n s  by massive wooden p a r t i t i o n s .  The g l a s s  p i c t u r e s  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  symbols, 
f i v e  i n  roundels  and t h e  c e n t r a l  one i n  a r ec t ang le .  The c e i l i n g s  of t h e  l i v i n g  room and 
a d j a c e n t  den a r e  o r n a t e l y  s c u l p t e d  i n  p l a s t e r .  A ballroom, now p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  
rooms, i s  on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  and has a  b a r r e l  v a u l t  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g .  A l ong  do rne r  w i t h  
f i v e  sma l l  windows p r o j e c t s  from t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  roof on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  Lot  No. 8. 

43.  THOMAS SHED--ca. 1909-12 (Cont r ibut ing)  smal l  one-story c l ipped  g a b l e  
frame s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s t o n e  foundat ion  and porch. Lot No. 8. 

44. THOMAS SERVANTS' QUARTERS- 1909-12 (Contr ibut ing)  one and a h a l f - s t o r y  
frame s t r u c t u r e  m u l t i p l e . c l i p p e d  gables .  Lot No. 8. 

Duhring Avenue 
45. THOMAS GARAGE/APARTMENT--ca. 1909-12 (P ivo ta l )  matches main house i n  

Revival  Tudor s t y l e  w i t h  r e d  t i l e  r o o f ,  "half- t imbering,"  and stonework. Two-story 
gabled  s t r u c t u r e ;  th ree-car  garage  on f i r s t  f l o o r ;  apartment a n  second w i t h  l a r g e  s t o n e  
f i r e p l a c e ,  heavy oak r a f t e r s ,  and a  cork  f l o o r .  Dormers p r o j e c t  from r o o f .  Lot  No. 8-1. 

46. PILGRIM HOLINESS/WESLEYAN CHURCH PAFLSONNAGE--ca. 1900 (Cont r ibut ing)  two- 
s t o r y  dwel l ing  wi th  s e v e r a l  c r o s s  gab le s ;  t r i a n g u l a r  small  gable  appears  porch  supported by 
very  t a l l ,  t h i n  round columns. Aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot NO. 10. 

47. GODFREY/JONES HOUSE--ca. 1900 (Cont r ibut ing)  two and a  h a l f - s t o r y  squa re  
dwel l ing  w i t h  f o u r  wide c r o s s i n g  gables .  Bay window from f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  second on l e f t  
f r o n t '  porch s t r e t c h e s  from bay t o  r i g h t  corner .  A s i n g l e  s t o r y  w i t h  a l a r g e  e x t e r i o r  
chimney h a s  been added t o  t h e  f r o n t  r i g h t  corner .  Aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot  No- 1.1- 

48. HOUSE, Duhring Avenue--ca. 1900 (Cont r ibut ing)  one and a h a l f - s t o r y  
r e c t a n g u l a r  gabled dwel l ing ;  a  l a r g e  and a  small  dormer p r o j e c t  from roof on f r o n t .  Small 
beveled g l a s s  windows t o  t h e  basement a r e  p re sen t  i n  t h e  s t o n e  foundat ion.  House w a s  
r e p o r t e d l y  moved from o r i g i n a l  s i t e  on Pocahontas Avenue a t  f r o n t  of Thomas p rope r ty  
1309. Aluminurnsiding. Lot NO. 13. 

49. SCHOEW HOUSE-~ca. 1895 (Cont r ibut ing)  two and a h a l f - s t o r y  frame 
gzbled fou r squa re  dwel l ing .  Porch s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  e n t i r e  f r o n t ;  b a l u s t r a d e  and decora- 
t i v e  p o s t s  suppor t  porch r o o f ;  aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot  No. 15-  

50. INTRUSION--HOUSE Duhring Avenue--ca. 1940's- one-story sha l low gabled 
s t u c c o  dwel l ing .  Lot No. 16. 

51. HOUSE, Duhring Avenue - be fo re  1930 - (Cont r ibut ing)  
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51. (Cont'd) one and a  ha l f - s to ry  dwell ing wi th  Swedish g a b r e l  r o o f ;  
dormers; porch on f r o n t ;  aluminum s id ing .  , Lot No. 179 

52. BAKER HOUSE--ca. 1895 (Cont r ibut ing)  two and a  ha l f - s to ry  frame dwe l l ing  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a low hipped roof and s e v e r a l  dormers; i r r e g u l a r  assymmetr ical  p l an ;  
two s e p a r a t e  porches - one wi th  pa i r ed  columns, t h e  o t h e r  missing i t s  columns and tem- 
p o r a r i l y  supported by o t h e r  means. Seve ra l  l a r g e  windows appear i n  t h r e e  p a r t s  - a  l a r g e  
window i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w i th  s i d e l i g h t s .  The upper sakhes of t h e s e  windows a r e  d iv ided  
by diamond shaped l i g h t s .  Lot No. 1 8 -  

53. MORTON HOUSE--ca. 1900 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story squa re  frame dwel l ing  
wi th  low hipped roof and smal l  c e n t e r  f r o n t  dormer. Porch extends a c r o s s  f r o n t  w i t h  
t h i n  fanned p o s t s  and ba lus t r ades .  Lot No* 21. 

54. FRANK HEWITT HOUSE--ca. 1900 (Cont r ibut ing)  two and a  ha l f - s to ry  c l ipped  
gab le  dwel l ing  wi th  s i d e  dorners .  Porch which s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  f r o n t  h a s  been f i l l e d  i n .  
Aluminum s i d i n g .  Lot No. 22. 

Wyatt S t r e e t  
55. BUCK/BoWEN--ca. 1900 ( P i v o t a l )  l a r g e  two-story frame dwell ing;  gabled 

and hipped roo f ;  gabled p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l l i o n  a t  f r o n t  c e n t e r ,  bay on f i r s t  f l o o r  c e n t e r .  
Large porch ex tends  a c r o s s  e n t i r e  f r o n t  and p r o j e c t s  a curve t o  correspond iwth  t h e  bay 
and p a v i l l i o n .  T a l l  s l e n d e r  columns suppor t  porch. Square window appears  i n  gab le  
of a  corresponding gabled p a v i l l i o n  a t  r e a r  of house. Many windows have diamond- 
shaped l i g h t s  i n  upper sashes .  The den has  w a l l s  covered i n  l e a t h e r .  House g r e a t l y  
embell ished i n  t h e  1950 ' s .  Lot No. 23. 

56. PLANN PLAYHOUSE--ca. 1910 ( P i v o t a l )  a  frame one and a ha l f - s to ry  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  c l i pped  gab le ,  t r i p l e ,  s a sh  windows i n  gab le ,  long f r o n t  porch wi th  massive s t o n e  
round pos t s .  Main room has l a r g e  s t o n e  f i r e p l a c e .  F i r s t  used a s  a playhouse, then  
remodeled i n  1940 ' s  t o  a  r e g u l a r  dwell ing by a d d i t i o n  of s e v e r a l  rooms behind t h e  A-frame, 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a n  i r r e g u l a r  plan.  (Duhring S t r e e t )  19*  

57. PLAYHOUSE GARAGE--(Contributing) one-story frame gabled garage.  Lot No. 24. 

Wyatt - S t r e e t  
58. INTRUSION--ca. 1962 - Br ick  two-story gabled c o t t a g e  wi th  ex tens ion  

and garage- Lot No. 29. 

59. INTRUSION--ca. 1965 - one-story b r i c k  ranch s t y l e  dwell ing.  

60. PRESBYTERIAN MANSE--ca. 1911 (Cont r ibut ing)  square  two-story c r o s s  gabled 
dwell ing.  Small diamond-shaped windows on s i d e s  on second f l o o r  near  eaves of gable .  
Porch a c r o s s  f r o n t  of house; aluminum s i d i n g .   LO^ NO. 2 6 .  
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Duhring Avenue 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 
t o  a  dwel l ing ;  
Lot  No. 28 

65. 

INTRUSION--mobile home. Lot  No. 27. 

INTRUSION--mobile home. Lot No. 27. 

INTRUSION--mobile home. Lot No. 21. 

HOUSE- be fo re  1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  probably a  s e r v i c e  bu i ld ing  converted 
small, r e c t a n g u l a r  w i t h  hEpped roof w i t h  f l a r e d  eaves; aluminum s i d i n g .  

MANN GARDENER HOUSE--ca. 1915 (Gontr ibut ing)  two-story frame dwell ing w i t h  
g a b l e  f a c i n g  s t r e e t  and roof w i t h  a  s l o p i n g  concave p r o f i l e .  Stone foundat ion;  porch 
ex tends  a c r o s s  f r o n t  w i t h  square  p o s t s  and a ba lus t r ade .  A one-story ex tens ion  h a s  been 
added t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  

66. INTRUSION--Rectangular one-story frame; g r e a t l y  remodeled; dwell ing.  

67. INTRUSION--Small gabled frame dwel l ing ;  f r o n t  porch h i l l e d  i n .  

6s .  HOUSE- b e f o r e  1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story gabled dwel l ing ;  s t o n e  founda- 
t i o n ;  p a r t i a l  porch, r e s t  of porch f i l l e d  i n ;  aluminum s id ing .  

69. SHED/GARAGE - b e f o r e  1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  one-story w i t h  c a t s l i d e  r o o f ;  
f r o n t  gab le  and a  r e a r  ex tens ion;  aluminum s i d i n g .  

70. DWELLING- b e f o r e  1930 (Cont r ibut ing)  two-story smal l  gabled bu i ld ing ,  
probably former ly  used a s  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  f o r  Freeman house. O r i g i n a l  s i d i n g ;  
second s t o r y  porch w i t h  p o s t s  and ba lus t r ade .  Lot No. 145. 

71. FREEMAN HOUSE--began ca.  1893 ( P i v o t a l )  very  l a r g e  rambling three-s tory  
frame dwel l ing  w i t h  a complicated r o o f l i n e  of h i p s  and gab le s ,  Only ha l f  of t h e  house 
e x i s t e d  approximately between 1893 and 1906 when t h e  l a r g e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t  o r  sou th  
s i d ~  of t h e  house was probably made, accord ing  t o  comparisons of o l d  photographs. A two- 
s t c r y  p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l l i o n  appears  near  t h e  f r o n t  c e n t e r  and i s  topped by a  balcony and 
b a l u s t r a d e .  A f r o n t  porch extends t h e  e n t i r e  width and e n c i r c l e s  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  Over 
t h e  porch on t h e  r i g h t  co rne r  i s  a hipped p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l l i o n  which h a s  a  casement window. 
I h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  t a l l  s l e n d e r  chimneys, and on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  house i s  a  l a r g e  
p a t i o  and f ence  of s tone ,  Two one-story ex tens ions  which may have been s e r v i c e  a r e a s  
are a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and r e a r  of t h e  house. The house h a s  been sec t ioned  i n t o  
a p a r t m e c t s  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  L o t  NO. 145. 

72. KELLER/PRIZCHARD HOUSE--ca. 1893-96 (Cont r ibut ing)  two and a  ha l f - s to ry  
f o u r  squa re  gabled dwel l ing .  A two-story ex tens ion  has  been added toward t h e  r e a r  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  and i t  has a  hipped r o o f ,  A porch ex tends  a c r o s s  e n t i r e  
f r o n t  suppor ted  by d e c o r a t i v e  p o s t s  w i t h  g ingerbread  b r a c k e t s  and b a l u s t r a d e s .  Shingles  
appear  i n  t h e  gab le s ;  t h e  house has  been aluminum s ided .  Decora t ive  wrought i r o n  f ence  
bo rde r s  proper ty .  No. 146. 
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Church S t r e e t  
73. House, r e a r  ~ e l l e r / P r i t c h a r d  l o t ,  f ac ing  Church S t r e e t  - ca.  1893-96 

(Cont r ibut ing)  one and a  ha l f - s to ry  frame gabled e l l  dwel l ing  w i t h  a  coup le  of dormers. 
F l a t  roofed porch on f r o n t  iwth s l ende r  p o s t s  and a b a l u s t r a d e . -  Lot  N o .  146. 

74. Former Holy T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church - ca.  1895 ( P i v o t a l )  frame gabled 
bu i ld ing  w i t h  a  modified c r o s s  p lan .  Entry i s  a  smal l  gabled p r o j e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  facade .  Above t h i s  s m a l l  gab le  is  a  casement of fou r  t a l l  windows w i t h  panes of 
co lo red  g l a s s .  The des ign  of t h e  panes c r e a t e s  a  po in ted  a r c h  w i t h i n  t h e  window. Th i s  
r e p e a t s  i n  t h e  windows a l l  around t h e  church. The eaves of t h e  gab le s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and t h e  e n t r y  p r o j e c t i o n  a r e  trimmed wi th  a  gingerbread vergeboard. A one-story "bayed" 
t u r r e t  p r o j e c t s  from t h e  f r o n t  lef t -hand co rne r  w i t h  a  c o n i c a l  roo f .  A t a l l  polygonal  
tower w i t h  a  t a l l  t e n t  roof is  cha rac t e r i zed  by "pagoda-like" openings around i t s  body. 
It appears  a l s o  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  between t h e  small t u r r e t  and t h e  n o r t h  t r a n s e p t ;  I n s i d e ,  
s l e n d e r  wooden beams c r o s s  near  t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  gab le ,  c r e a t i n g  a n  ''A-frame'l e f f e c t  
w i t h i n  t h e  nave. S i x  round windows wi th  co lored  panes a r e  a r ranged  i n  a circle above 
t h e  a l t a r  on t h e  west w a l l .  Lot No. 147. 

75. Former Holy T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church Parsonnage - c. 1897 (Cont r ibut ing)  
two and a  h a l f  fou r squa re  gabled dwell ing.  Porch wi th  s l ende r  p o s t s  and b a l u s t r a d e  
ex tends  a c r o s s  ha l f  of f r o n t .  A small  one-story bay window appears  t o  r i g h t  of porch. 
Aluminum s ided .  Lot NO. 148. 

76. Main S t r e e t  Bridge, 1915 (Cont r ibut ing)  - P r a t t  Pony Truss  b r i d g e  w i t h  
f i n e  masonry abu tmen t s , .  Arch-typical of t h e  a  popular b r idge  type  of t h e  pre-Sbrld War I 
e r a .  

7 7 .  P e d e s t r i a n  Bridge, c .  1910 (Cont r ibut ing)  p e d e s t r i a n  Warren Truss  t y p e  
meta l  b r idge  b u i l t  c .  1910 a t  behes t  of I . T .  Mann t o  connect  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  wi th  h i s  
c h i l d r e n ' s  playhouse a c r o s s  t h e  Bluestone River .  

78. B l o c h S t r e e t B r i d g e , 1 9 4 9  ( I n t r u s i v e ) ,  c o n c r e t e b r i d g e o f m o r e r e c e n t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  While no t  r e a l l y  of an  i n t r u s i v e  n a t u r e ,  i t  none-the-less does n o t  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  



8. Significance 
- 

period Areas at Significance-Check and justify below 

- - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion - 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- I 500-1599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 16013-1699 X architecture - education - military - social/ 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
_x_ 1800-1899 - commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy - theater 

1900- - communications 1L industry _X_ politics/government - transportation - invention X other (specify) 
)histary 
Specific dates 1885 - 1930 BuilderIArchitect N/A 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Bramwell is  extremely s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of West V i r g i n i a  and t o  t h e  
n a t i o n  because i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  opulence of t h e  e r a  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century  when 
an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o f t e n  a n  immigrant t o  t h e  U.S., could o b t a i n  l a r g e  f o r t u n e s  through h i s  
own w i t  and t h e  long hours  of t h e  l a b o r i n g  c l a s s .  A s  a town planned by c o a l  l and  
i n v e s t o r s  and c o a l  mining o p e r a t o r s ,  t h e  Bramwell h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  was t h e  only  
l o c a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  designed t o  be a r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i n h a b i l i t e d  by t h e  e l i t e  popu- 
l a c e  of t h e  Pocahontas Coa l f i e ld .  Whereas nearby B lue f i e ld ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  b a s i c a l l y  
began a s  a supply c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  mining o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  c o a l f i e l d ,  t h e  Bramwell 
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  became a  p l a c e  where c o a l  o p e r a t o r s  could be near  t h e i r  mining opera- 
t i o n s  wi thout  a c t u a l l y  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  mining camps they o r i g i n a t e d .  The o p e r a t o r s  chose 
t h e  f i n e s t  m a t e r i a l s  t o  b u i l d  grand homes, which combined w i t h  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  t r e e s  and 
surrounding h i l l s  make t h e  Bramwell h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  a very  s t r i k i n g  l o c a t i o n  even today. 

The s t o r y  of t h e  Pocahontas Coa l f i e ld ,  renowned nation-wide f o r  i t s  ten-foot 
seams and h igh  q u a l i t y  coa l ,  began i n  1883 when t h e  f i r s t  car load  of c o a l  w a s  shipped by 
t h e  Norfolk and Western Rai l road  from Pocahontas,  V i r g i n i a  ( loca ted  a  few mi l e s  southwest 
of Bramwell) t o  Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  I n  1884 a group of P h i l a d e l p h i a f i - n a b e r s  began 
buying g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  of c o a l  l ands  a long  t h e  Bluestone River  i n  Mercer County under 
t h e  name of t h e  Bluestone Coal Company. This  o r g a n i z a t i o n  under i t s  l o c a l  manager 
O.H. Duhring, planned t h e  town of Bramwell and e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  headquar te rs  t he r - e in  
1685. Duhring, i n  f a c t ,  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  house t h e r e ,  which no longe r  s tands .  Many 
of t h e  company's engineers  and draf tsmen soon moved i n t o  Bramwell, d i r e c t i n g  t h e  company's 
l e a s e s  t o  c o a l  ope ra to r s .  The Bluestone Coal became p a r t  of t h e  F l a t  Top Coal Land 
Assoc ia t ion ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  ho lder  of c o a l  l a n d s  i n  t h e  Pocahontas Coa l f i e ld .  The Land 
Associat ionmaintained i ts o f f i c e  i n  Bramwell f o r  many yea r s  even a f t e r  i t  was reorganized 
and changed i t s  name t o  t h e  Pocahontas Coal and Coke Company. 

B r a w e l l  was named f o r  ano the r  c o a l  l and  i n v e s t o r ,  J . H .  Bramwell, probably 
because he was t h e  town's f i r s t  postmaster .  The town grew quickly  and was incorpora ted  
i n  1889. By 1896 i t  reached i t  peak i n  popula t ion  wi th  over  4,000 r e s i d e n t s .  Af t e r  
t h e  mining towns of Coopers and Freeman were incorpora ted  i n t o  Bramwell, i t  had t h e  d i s -  
t j -nc t ion  of having t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  pos t  o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  i t s  co rpora t e  l i m i t s ,  unusual f o r  
a town of i t s  s i z e .  Bramwell was a  "spur" s t o p  on t h e  r a i l r o a d ;  t r a i n s  had t o  make 
s p e c i a l  t r i p s  t o  i t  because i t  was no t  on t h e  main l i n e  of t h e  r a i l r o a d .  Even so ,  
t h e r e  a r e  r e p o r t s  of up t o  f o u r t e e n  t r a i n s  a  day going i n  and ou t  of Bramwell dur ing  
i t s  heyday. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Land o f f i c e s ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o a l  companies maintained 
o f f i c e s  i n  Bramwell, i nc lud ing  t h e  Pocahontas Company, t h e  market ing o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  - 
Pocahontas c o a l ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Hasonic Hal l .  Dry good and g roce ry - s to re s  a l s o  appeared 
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i n  t h e  bus ines s  block on Main S t r e e t ,  and t h e  Bryant and Newbold Pharmacy a t  t h e  
corner  of Main and R'loch S t r e e t s  c a r r i e d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  ofbeing t h e  t h i r d  d rugs to re  
i n  t h e  U.S. t o  s e l l  t h e  e x o t i c  perfume Channel No. 5 ,  probably prompted by i t s  
weal thy c l i e n t e l .  By 1906 t h e  town had fou r  churches,  two of which a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  and a grade school  which s a t  on a h i l l  above t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  This  bu i ld ing  burned i n  t h e  e a r l y  1940's. 

The Bank of Bramwell, famous because it supposedly was a t  one t ime 
t h e  r i c h e s t  bank of i t s  s i z e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  was c h a r t e r e d i n  1889. Located 
a b lock  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  Bramwell r e s i d e n t s  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  b lack  
j a n i t o r  of t h e  bank used t o  r o l l  money i n  a wheelbarrow down t h e  s t r e e t  w i th  a n  armed 
guard by h i s  s i d e ,  t o  board i t  on a t r a i n .  The bank a l s o  r epo r t ed ly  f inanced  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  of t h e  Burning Tree Country Club of Washington, D.C. ,  and d i d  purchase t h e  s i te  
of t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Cap i to l  bu i ld ing  i n  downtown Charleston a f t e r  t h a t  c a p i t o l  burned 
i n  1921. 

Seve ra l  of t h e  e a r l i e r  no tab le  bu i ld ings  were b u i l t  by doc to r s ,  c o a l  
mine p r o p r f e t o r s ,  and t h e  Land Company's o f f i c e r s ,  bu t  t h e s e  were modest when compared 
t o  t h e  mansions b u i l t  by c o a l  o p e r a t o r s  between 1900 and 1915. These homes and t h e  men 
who b u i l t  them r e p r e s e n t  a second phase of p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  Pocahontas Coa l f i e ld .  
The a c t u a l  opening of t h e  mines i n  t h e  c o a l f i e l d  a t  t h e  beginning of. t h e  e a r l y  1880's  
was t h e  f i r s t  phase, bu t  a c t u a l l y  managing them and c r e a t i n g  f o r t u n e s  was another .  The 
g r e a t  houses i n  Bramwell s i g n i f y  t h e  l a t t e r  phase. They were owned by men who had not  on ly  
begun e n t e r p r i s e s  bu t  had maintained them ve ry  succes s fu l ly .  The homes they b u i l t  
are evidence of t h e i r  i n c r e d i b l y  l a r g e  incomes. It i s  s a i d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t e e n  
m i l l i o n a i r e s  were l i v i n g  i n  Bramwell i n  1915. 

Edward Cooper one of  ramw well's most prominent c i t i z e n s ,  was the  son 
of John Cooper, t h e  f i r s t  man t o  open a mine on t h e  Pocahontas C o a l f i e l d ,  a t  M i l l  Creek 
i n  1884. John Cooper had been an  immigrant from England whose f a t h e r  had been k i l l e d  
wh i l e  mining t h e r e .  John Cooper worked a s  a miner i n  Pennsylvania and opened mining 
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  F a y e t t e  County, West V i rg in i a ,  be fo re  s t ak ing  a l l  h i s  funds  on t h e  M i l l  
Creek opening. The mine was succes s fu l  and son Edward became gene ra l  manager of h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  mines around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  cen tu ry ,  moving h i s  own family t o  Bramwell around 
1900. Edward was a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  town councilman f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  and he served two terms 
a s  a U.S. Congressman from West V i r g i n i a ' s  5 t h  congress iona l  d i s t r i c t ,  1915-1919. He 
b u i l t  t h e  grand copper roofed Queen Anne-style house i n  1910 and t h e  bungalow next  t o  
i t  f o r  h i s  son,  Edward Jr . ,  around 1920. 

John Davis Hewitt was ano the r  immigrant from England who worked 
h i s  way up i n  t h e  mines i n  America. He became a mining engineer  and a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  
Pocahontas C o a l f i e l d  i n  1886. He discovered t h e  seam which became t h e  Buckeye mines. 
By 1896 he had become t h e  v i ce -p re s iden t  and gene ra l  manager of Buckeye Coal and Coke. 
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John Hewitt  brought h i s  f ami ly  t o  l i v e  about a  mi l e  from Bramwell nea r  t h e  Buckeye 
mines.  Around 1890 they moved t o  B r a m e l l  a s  o t h e r  o p e r a t o r s  d id  when they,  t o o ,  
began t o  prosper .  John Hewitt  was very  a c t i v e  i n  Bramwell's c i v i c  a f f a i r s  i n  addi-  
t i o n  t o  h i s  mine o p e r a t i n g  d u t i e s .  He was t h e  f i r s t  mayor of Bramwell and w a s  one 
of t h e  founding members of Holy T r i n i t y  Episcopal Church of Bramwell. Re seems t o  
have played a  key r o l e  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  of Bramwell Masonic Temple i n  1893. By t h e  
t ime of h i s  dea th ,  i n  1903, he had become a d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Pocahontas Company. 

Ten yea r s  a f t e r  her  husband's dea th ,  M r s .  Ka ther ine  Hewit t  decided 
t o  b u i l d  a new house which i s  t h e  charming t r a n s i t i o n a l  c o t t a g e  so f a m i l i a r  i n  
  ram well today. She bought t h e  house next  door t o  t h e  r i g h t  of h e r  own frame house 
on t h e  co rne r  of Main and South River S t r e e t s  and had them bo th  t o r n  down t o  make 
room f o r  t h e  new house. She then  h i r e d  t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  of  DeArmond, 
Ashmead, and Bickley t o  des ign  t h e  house i n  1914. Mrs. Hewitt  was from Pennsylvania ,  
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  h i r e d  a  Ph i l ade lph ia  f i r m  t o  do t h e  planning i l l u s t r a t e s  a n  
impor tan t  p o i n t  of Bramwell's s o c i a l  l i f e .  Many c o a l  o p e r a t o r s '  wives were from 
Pennsylvania ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia  a r e a .  There almost  seems t o  have been 
a n  a t t empt  or? t h e  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t o r s  t o  overcompensate f o r  t h e  l a c k  of "society" 
i n  sou the rn  West V i r g i n i a  a t  t h e  t ime by bu i ld ing  l a r g e  homes wi th  t h e  f i n e s t  m a t e r i a l s  
a v a i l a b l e  and t h e  most modern conveniences.  Women i n  Bramwell i n  e f f e c t  a t tempted  t o  
r e c r e a t e  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  s o c i a l  l i f e  by h a s t i n g  many e l a b o r a t e  p a r t i e s .  It was a lmost  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  have a  town such as Bramwell wi th  a  c o n t r o l l e d  s o c i a l  atmosphere amid 
luxury  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  a t r ansp lan ted  managerial  c l a s s .  

P h i l i p  Goodwill, gene ra l  manager and son of t h e  immigrant who s t a r t e d  
t h e  Goodwill Coal and Coke Company, b u i l t  a  house i n  Bramwell i n  1894 which was a 
b a s i c  American homestead s y l e  s t r u c t u r e .  When t h e  Goodwill family s o l d  t h e i r  mines 
and Phi l ip .became p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Pocahontas Company i n  1905, he  en l a rged  h i s  house 
by adding a t h i r d  f l o o r  ballroom and a  Queen Anne t u r r e t .  p h i l i p ' s  w i f e  Phoebe w a s  t h e  
prime example of a  former Pennsylvanian who adored p a r t i e s  and an  a c t i v e  s o c i a l  l i f e .  
She was one of s e v e r a l  h o s t e s s e s  i n  Bramwell who o f t e n  imported s p e c i a l  foods  and 
c a t e r e r s  from c i t i e s  a s  f a r  away a s  C i n c i n n a t i  by t r a i n .  

William H. ~ h o m a s '  l i f e  sounds l i k e  t h e  t y p i c a l  turn-of- the-century 
I I  r a g s  t o  r i c h e s "  s t o r y .  He was born i n  Wales and immigrated t o  Pennsylvania  w i t h  h i s  
f ami ly  wher? he  was s i x  y e a r s  o ld .  A s  a  teenager  he worked s e v e r a l  odd jobs ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h a t  of a  newspaper c a r r i e r ,  c l e r k ,  and mechanic b e f o r e  coming t o  t h e  Pocahontas Com- 
pany. I n  1887 he  marr ied  Annie Cooper, daughter  of M i l l  Creek Coal and Coke Company 
founder  John Cooper. I n  1889 he was appointed manager of John Cooper 's Company s t o r e s  
2nd i n  1890 he  became t h e  gene ra l  manager of Algoma Coal and Coke Company, an i n t e r e s t  
he had helped organize .  Thomas became t h e  owner of s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o a l  companies and 
5 y  1909 he  had amassed such a  f o r t u n e  t h a t  he was a b l e  t o  spend approximately $95,000 
on t h e  l a r g e  Tudor Revival  house which s i t s  on a  h i l l  over looking  downtown Bramwell. 
It has  been r e p o r t e d  by a  r e s i d e n t  of Bramwell t h a t  M r s .  Thomas imported I t a l i a n  masons 
e x p r e s s l y  f o r  t h e  purpose of c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  f i n e  stonework of t h e  house and p rope r ty  
r e t a i n i n g  w a l l ,  e x c e l l e n t  examples of t h e  f i n e  masonry executed by I t a l i a n  immigrants 
throughout  t h e  c o a l f i e l d .  
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Many s t o r i e s  have been t o l d  about  happenings i n  Bramwell. and c o l l e c t -  
i v e l y  t h e s e  form a  s o r t  of Bramwell f o l k l o r e .  One s t o r y ,  which may be e n t i r e l y  t r u e ,  
s t a t e s  t h a t  when one of t h e  Thomas daughters  were marr ied,  a  r o s e  t r e l l i s  was s t r e t c h e d  
from t h e  house a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  wedding a t  t h e  P re sby te r i an  church, and a  r ed  c a r p e t  
was r o l l e d  from t h e  church around t h e  corner  and down t h e  block t o  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n .  

S t o r i e s  have a l s o  c i r c u l a t e d  about  I s a a c  T. Mann, ano the r  Bramwell 
m i l l i o n a i r e .  A n a t i v e  of Greenbrier  County, West Vi rg in i a ,  Mann was a n  extremely power- 
f u l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  Pocahontas Coa l f i e ld ,  having been t h e  ch ief  o rgan ize r  of t h e  Pocahontas 
Fuel  Company and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Bank of Bramwell. He is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  rise 
of t h a t  bank t o  a  q u i t e  formidable i n s t i t u t i o n .  Mann and h i s  family l i v e d  i n  Brarnwell f o r  
more than  twenty uea r s ,  d iv id ing  t h e i r  t ime between Bramwell, a summer home i n  
Massachuset ts ,  and a  f i ve - s to ry  house ( l a t e r  converted i n t o  a n  embassy) i n  Washington, 
D.C.  The Mann home i n  Bramwell was remodeled from a previous s t r u c t u r e  i n  1909 t o  i n c l u d e  
a  polygonal s ided  t u r r e t .  Mann a l s o  b u i l t  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a playhouse a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  
from t h e  main house. This  i s  no o rd ina ry  playhouse a s  i t  was l a t e r  remodeled and made 
i n t o  a  r e g u l a r  r e s idence  by E.L. Keesl ing,  who a l s o  p lan ted  many b e a u t i f u l  f lower 
gardens on t h e  playhouse grounds and then  charged admission f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  view 
them i n  t h e  1950's .  

Mann a l s o  gave t h e  handson$bluestone church b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  congrega t ion  i n  1902. According t o  a su rv ivo r  of Mann's, he  r e g r e t t e d  
i t  l a t e r  when he heard people r e f e r  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  as "Mr. Mann's church". H e  i s  
s t i l l  s t r o n g l y  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h a t  church. 

The 1930 ' s  dep res s ion  which was hard f e l t  i n  t h e  c o a l f i e l d  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a i n f u l  t o  Mann. He had inves t ed  i n  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  and 
l o s t  heav i ly  a f t e r  1929. One source  s a y s  t h a t  he  was worth 78 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  one  
day and owed 8 1  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t h e  next .  Regardless  of t h e  hard times which b e f e l l  
I s a a c  T. Mann, Re seems t o  b e  t h e  on ly  person i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  Pocahontas Coa l f i e ld  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  who was l i s t e d  i n  a n  e d i t i o n  of Who Was Who i n  America. He was a --- 
l e a d i n g  cand ida t e  f o r  t h e  U.S. Sena torsh ip  i n  1913, b u t  f a i l e d  of e l e c t i o n .  The town 
of Itmann i n  Wyoming County was named f o r  him. 

The nat ionwide dep res s ion  and subsequent c l o s i n g  of t h e  Bank of 
Bramwell i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930 ' s  s i g n a l l e d  t h e  end of a n  e r a  i n  Bramwell. Th i s  was 
followed by t h e  demol i t ion  of t h e  Bluestone Inn. The r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  was abandoned 
and t o r n  down sometime i n  t h e  1950's .  Severa l  o p e r a t o r s  l o s t  c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  l a r g e  
sums, l i k e  I s a a c  T. Mann, o r  were fo rced  zo s e l l  t h e i r  mines. Many f a m i l i e s  and 
p r o p r i e t o r s  moved away from Bramwell. 

One l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  s t a t e s  t h a t  "Braawe11 i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  
town i t  once was". Even so ,  Bramwell has  s t ayed  remarkably well-preserved,  today 
mainly s e r v i n g  a s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  town f o r  r e t i r e d  persons  and people who work i n  nearby 
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Glue f i e ld  o r  Pr ince ton .  A renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Bramwell 
has  brought  new r e s i d e n t s  who a r e  work ing ' t o  r e s t o r e  s t r u c t u x e s  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  grandeur.  
Long-time r e s i d e n t s  have made a  succes s fu l  e f f o r t  t o  main ta in  t h e i r  homes. The r e s u l t  
is v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  and rewarding. Bramwell may n o t  experience t h e  t r a f f i c  and "bust le"  
i t  once d i d ,  b u t  t h e  f i n e  bu i ld ings  remain a s  monuments t o  a time when a n  immigrant 
miner ' s  fami ly  could t u r n  a small amo-t of c a p i t a l  i n t o  a v e r i t a b l e  f o r t u n e ,  keeping 
i n  mind t h e  c o u n t l e s s  hours  of drudgery t h a t  were spen t  by many l a b o r e r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o  t h a t  fo r tune .  Bramwell's e legance s u r v i v e s  a s  a  generous remnant of West V i r g i n i a ' s  
v e r s i o n  of t h e  "g i lded  age1'. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 55 xres 

Quadrangle name Bramwell, W.Va .-Va . 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification I n c l u s i v e  of Lot No. 6 a t  t h e  Northwest co rne r  o f  
Main S t r e e t  and t h e  Norfolk and Western Rai l road  Line  (Ci ty  H a l l )  and proceeding a long  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  right-of-way t o  t h e  south  bank o f  t h e  Bluestone River;  proceeding e a s t  a long  t h e  
sou th  bank of  t h e  Bluestone River i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  a p o i n t  i n t e r s e c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
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a House and S e r v i c e  B u i l d i n g  f o r  Kate R. H e w i t t ' ,  DeArmond, Ashmead & Bick ley ,  
A r c h i t e c t s ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pa. ,  A p r i l  8, 1914. 
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U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y ,  Morgantown, W.Va., 1963. 
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Putnam & Sons,  New York, 1937. 

Kho TJas Who i n  America, Volume I ,  1897-1942. ---- 

B i l l i a r n s ,  John  A., West V i r g i n i a  -- and t h e  C a p t a i n s  - o f  I n d u s t r y ,  West V i r g i n i a  
V n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  P r e s s ,  Morgantown, IJ.Va., 1976. 

Tax Map, T o m  o f  Bramwell, Map No. 5, W.Va. S t a t e  Tax Commission, C h a r l e s t o n ,  
W - V a . ,  Harch 25, 1959, Revised,  August ,  1982. 
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Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  (Continued) 
i 

c o r p o r a t e  boundary of t h e  Town of Bramwell, i n c l u s i v e  of Lots  No. 147 and 
No. 148 belonging t o  t h e  Holy T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church; proceeding southwest 
i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  2000 f e e t  t o  a po in t  i n t e r s e c t i n g  wi th  Mercer County Route 
20/17; thence northwest  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  1500 f e e t  t o  t h e  extreme southwest 
end of Bloch S t r e e t ;  and thence i n  a l i n e  approximatly 500 f e e t  a long  t h e  
northwest  of Bloch S t r e e t  t o  t h e  Bluestone River;  thence  a long  t h e  southern  
bank o f  t h e  Bluestone River approximatly 500 f e e t ;  thence  due n o r t h  i n  a 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  approximatly 700 f e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of o r i g i n  (City Ha l l ,  Lot 
No. 6 ) .  












