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Fisheries Education in Taiwan under the
Japanese Colonial Rule—An Analysis of Its
Teaching Faculty

Wen-hsing Wu"

Abstract

Fisheries education in Taiwan dated from the Japanese colonial period, which laid
the foundation for the development of fisheries research and expertise in post-war
Taiwan. In order to evaluate the performance of fisheries education in colonial Taiwan,
this paper focuses on the quality of the teaching faculty at the seven fishery training
schools established during 1922-1945, including their academic backgrounds and
teaching practices. The preliminary analysis shows that the organization and selection
of the fisheries teachers were similar to those of the Japan proper. From the 1930s to
1945, the majority of the teaching faculty of fisheries education in Taiwan originated
from the alumni of Hokkaido Imperial University in Japan. Before their coming to
Taiwan, many of these teachers were professionals with rich work experience in
various fishery industries. In Taiwan, they not only dedicated themselves to creating
teaching materials in accord with local needs, but also integrated their teaching with
field studies to fisheries research institutions, companies and markets. In addition, the
fisheries teaching faculty often worked for research projects commissioned by the
Taiwan Government-General. Thus, their contribution to fisheries education was both
research-oriented and pioneering.

Keywords: Fishery Specialty School, Fishery Training School, Fishery Vocational
School, Hokkaido Imperial University
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