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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arch Street Presbyterian Church is a one-story Classical Revival
building, complete with portico and coffered dome, Tﬁé'ééytico is
supported on four giant Corinthian colums, and Corinthian pilasters
embellish the walls.

The interior of the sanctuary is regarded by some architects as a

ot masterpiece of the classical revival, mingling Greek and Roman ele-

] ments. The Church was originally providad with Baroque angle turrets

! and dome lantern. The interior is extremely monumental with its coffe-’
red dome and lavish use of columns, suggestive in some ways of the Part- . -
henon. The ceptral pulpit desk is of marble and is fashloned after a

Greek votive altar._

Present Appearance

335

The magnificent interiors of the church remain in excellent condition.
No major alterations to the exterior have been made.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The architect of the Arch Street Presbyterlan Church was Joseph C.
Hoxie who was associated in the church's construction with his
brother-in-law, Stephen Decatur Button, The building was dedicated
in 1855. Some of the most notable examples of Greek architecture in
the city are to be found in the sanctuary with its 16 Conﬁjnthiag
columns, 22 antae, a majestic dome and pulpit platform.

The Church has had many historic episodes, among them the visit of
Emily Dickinson; King Edward VII, then (1860) Prince of Wales; the
long service as Sunday School Supt. of the former governor of
Pennsylvania, James Pollock, who as director of the Mint inscribed
IN GOD WE TRUST on our coins; the address of William Jeanings Bryan
to a great throng,
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