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COLLISION The Tortoise and the Hares 

While Eddie Burke was traveling the country in the s u m m e r of 
1990, creat ing a network of local organizat ions for Carey's grass
roots campaign, Teams te r s general counsel J a m e s Grady was 
still fighting the consent decree. O n Ju ly 31, Grady, sent Ot to 
Obermeie r , U.S. At torney for the Sou the rn District, a letter say
ing that the I B T believed the delegates to the 1991 convent ion 
should be free to vote on whe ther to accept or reject t he amend
ments to the Teams te r constitution imposed by the consent de
cree. T h e assumpt ion was that the delegates would reject the 
rank-and-file election and , following tradit ion, sweep the incum
ben t hierarchy back into office. 

Tfie Just ice D e p a r t m e n t was having n o par t of that. Obe rme ie r 
warned the I B T that the gove rnmen t was aware of the wide
spread speculation tha t the re might be an a t t empt to derai l the 
rank-and-file vote.-

While member s of the-oligarchy spent their energies fighting 
one ano the r iand the implementa t ion of the consent decree, 
Carey rwas rallying his forces for his next major test: the delegate 
elections. 

T H E D I R T Y C A M P A I G N A G A I N S T CAREY 

By-the fall o£ 1990, Ron Carey's candidacy couldn ' t be p u t in a 
box and denied anymore . His page-in the October International 
Teamster was t o p p e d b y a s i m p l e head l ine : / 'RON CAREY'S ANGRY!" 
His political ad, well laid ou t a n d writ ten .in-precise, direct lan
guage, told the magazine's mass auclience that the handful of 
m e n a t t h e top had sold ou t the Teamsters , first by inviting the 
gove rnmen t into the un ion a n d " then spending $12 million of 
o u r money trying to block the member's from electing top na
tional officers." Those at j the top, the ad said,- h a d given them
selves mult iple salaries, suppor t ed politicians who served the 
interests of greedy corporat ions, a n d negotiated concessionary 
CQntracts with two-tier wages, inadequate,pensions, and kangaroo-
cour t grievance procedures . 

T h e countera t tack came early in December in the form of a 
colorful four-page tabloid, Teamster Election News, des igned to 
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m u d d y Carey's impeccable reputa t ion . Volume 1, n u m b e r 1 used 
the J o h n Long case as the basis for inflammatory headlines: 

GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION REVEALS ORGANIZED 
CRIME, CORRUPTION AND "SWEETHEART CONTRACTS" 
IN RON CAREY'S LOCAL 804! 

a n d 

EVIDENCE IN U.S. V LONG 
SHOWS MOB INFILTRATION 
OF TEAMSTERS LOCAL 804 

T D U ' s e n d o r s e m e n t of Carey was used as the basis of a head
line: N 

RON CAREY'S TDU BACKERS HAVE ACCEPTED OVER ONE 
MILLION DOLLARS IN EMPLOYER-LINKED CONTRIBUTIONS! 

A front-page profile of Carey in the Wall Street Journal of 
November 12, 1990, was used to illustrate a fictional connection 
between Garey>and the lords of. Wall Street. T h e lead of the story 
in t h e Teamster Election News s a i d : " T h e official n e w s p a p e r 
of C o r p o r a t e America' , t he 'Wall Street Journal, has given its 
unmis t akab le e n d o r s e m e n t to Ron Carey 's<campaign xo tak£ 
ove r t h e T e a m s t e r s . " T h e head l i ne in the TeamsterElectidn News 
said: 

BIG BUSINESS SAYS: 

"CAREY'S OUR MAN!" 

T h e stories u n d e r the headl ines were a mix of facts, falsehoods; 
a n d i n n u e n d o s in an a t t empt to' make Carey a p p e a r as co r rup t 
a n d vile as so many o the r Teams te r officials whose sins invariably 
were c o n d o n e d by those who led the union. 

N o n e of the articles were signed, a l though the front page sa id , 
"Published by Teams te r s for an In fo rmed Membersh ip ." N o 
fu r the r informat ion was provided on this organization, bu t any
o n e who wanted addi t ional copies was advised on the back page 
to write t o a post office box in Washington, D.C. Those who 
inqu i red were told they could o r d e r m o r e copies from RL Com
municat ions Inc. of Detroit , Michigan. 

Richard Gilberg, Carey's a t torney, filed a complaint with Hol
land, the election officer, on December 27, 1990, d e m a n d i n g an 
investigation into origins,-financing, a n d distr ibution of the smut 
sheet. T h e complaint no ted that in the past two weeks the smut 
had p o p p e d u p all over , the count ry and cited .the results of his 
investigation: , « * 



COLLISION 

RL Communications is the brainchild of Richard Leebove, a 
former associate of Lyndon LaRouche, and a longtime dirty 
trickster, propagandist, and smear artist who has frequently 
been hired to attack union reform efforts, including in Detroit-
area Teamster locals. 

It is certainly fair to surmise that funding for this unprece
dented nationwide effort to discredit the Carey campaign has 
been provided by Union officials (and possibly employers) op
posed to the Carey candidacy. 

Leebove, who ran for a t torney general of Illinois on the right-
wing U.S. Labor par ty ticket headed by LaRouche in the late 
1970s, went on to become a public relations consultant for T e a m 
ster organizations. H e p roduced newsletters, newspapers , and 
magazines for major Detroit locals. H e traveled the count ry 
smear ing T D U and also p u t ou t the Rank and File Defender, a 
newspaper for B L A S T (Bro therhood of Loyal Americans and 
S t rong Teamsters) , the organizat ion of bully boys fo rmed by 
Jackie Presser to bash T D U . 

As Hol land moved into his investigation, Gilberg kept a d d i n g 
complaints. T h e r e were allegations that Ralph D u r h a m , son of 
the presidential candidate, directed a m e m b e r to p u t copies of 
Teamster Election News in the lockers of UPS employees in Char 
lotte, Nor th Carolina, and repor ts that In ternat ional vice presi
den t F rank Hacket t dis t r ibuted the smut sheet at an executive 
board mee t ing of Boston Local 496. 

Holland 's investigation showed that Teams te r s for an In
formed Membership ' s only function was as a front for the Lee
bove opera t ion . "Mr. Leebove marke ted the publication by 
send ing copies to a g r o u p of twenty-five I B T officials a n d by 
distr ibut ing copies at a charity d i n n e r sponsored by Mercy Hospi
tal honor ing Jack Yager held in Chicago, Illinois, on December 
12, 1990," the election officer's r epo r t said. 

Approximate ly 70,800 copies of the tabloid, entirely wri t ten 
by Leebove, were dis t r ibuted to sixty I B T member s a n d officers 
in major cities across the nat ion. Leebove sent fifteen h u n d r e d 
copies without charge to two anti-Carey candidates for delegate 
in Atlanta Local 728 after they told h im they d idn ' t have t h e 
m o n e y — $ 5 2 5 — t o pay. T h e smears d idn ' t take hold in Local 
728, a T D U s t ronghold , which had been wrested from the Mathis 
family. 
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During the Pittston Coal strike Eddie Burke (left, with bullhorn) leads a force of 
ninety-eight miners on a march to occupy Moss Number Three in Virginia on 
September 17, 1989. Burke became Ron Carey's campaign manager. Don Petersen 

Rick Biaylock at Camp Solidarity In the 
hills of Virginia during the J 989 Mine 
Workers strike against Pittston Coal. 
Biaylock joined Carey as a campaign 
staffer. Don Petersen 

Ron Carey at his office at Teamsters Lo
cal 804 in Queens, New York. Carey an
nounced his candidacy for the General 
Presidency of the Teamsters on Septem
ber i7, 1989 Jim West/Impact Visuals 
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Ron Carey is sworn in on Febru
ary 1, 1992, as the new Genera, 
President of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. 
Jim West/'Impact Visuals 

Ron Carey shaking hands with well-wishers outside the Mar
ble Palace on his inauguration day. Jim WestiImpact Visuals 

The Tortoise and the Hares 

Hol land accepted Leebove's content ion that he saw a business 
oppor tun i ty in smear ing Carey and seized it. Leebove's books 
showed the project cost $8,800, sales totaled $20,000, .and the 
profit was $11,200. 

Leebove was directed to pay the Carey campaign $4,765, which 
was the value of e i ther discounted o r free copies given to some 
Teamsters . T h a t ru l ing was later reversed on appeal . 

While Hol land d idn ' t touch on the allegations involving Ralph 
D u r h a m and Hacket t , he said in his decision that penalties could 
not be imposed u n d e r the T e a m s t e r election rules for false and 
defamatory campaign statements. " T h e cardinal principle is that 
the best r e m e d y for u n t r u e speech is m o r e speech, with the 
electorate be ing the final arbi ter ," Hol land said. 

Young D u r h a m ' s father , R. V. D u r h a m , said his son told h im 
he had no th ing to d o with the distr ibution of Teamster Election 
News. H e d idn ' t care what Wal ter Shea o r Carey d id , D u r h a m , 
Sr., said. H e h a d n o intent ion of gett ing involved in negative 
campaigning. 

As the campa ign hea ted u p , D u r h a m ' s good intent ions soured 
u n d e r the pressure of the new Teams te r politics. T h e nasty 
broadsides exchanged by D u r h a m a n d Carey were a mix of the 
a m u s i n g a n d the downr igh t dirty. 

T W O H A R E S I N P U R S U I T O F CAREY 

T h e next deadl ine for accreditation u n d e r the election rules was 
December 15, 1990, almost six weeks after Shea mailed his letter 
to local leaders a r o u n d the country announc ing his candidacy 
a n d asking their he lp in collecting signatures. 

H e failed. Shea ne i ther got the needed signatures nor realized 
that local T e a m s t e r leaders a r o u n d the count ry weren ' t s t irred 
to action simply because he had decided to r un . 

Shea offered his version of what h a p p e n e d : "I started too late," 
he said. " T h e locals un ions that promised to get t hem in, got 
t hem in, bu t d idn ' t get e n o u g h of t hem in. T h e y were distracted. 
A lot of o u r people were going t h r o u g h the throes of election 
for delegates. 

"I felt-I could get those s ignatures even in that shor t per iod of 
time. Bu t these people had ano the r priority. So they d idn ' t push 
like they would have or could have." 
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