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publishing his piece, Joly was fined 300 francs and sentenced to over a
year in prison.) The document gained popularity in Russia during the
1905 revolution (which itself fueled fears of Jewish machinations), un
der the guise of a book entitled The Great in the Small, written by a czarist
supporter named Sergus Nilus. In the 1911 edition Nilus claimed that
the Protocols had been stolen from the French headquarters of the Zion
ist world organization, but he changed that reference to an unidentified
source inside the Masonic headquarters for the 1917 edition. That edi
tion was the one that made its way to Germany at the close of the First
World War. The Germans began to make use of it after the Nazi ideolo
gist Alfred Rosenberg published several pamphlets between 1919 and
1923, citing the Protocols as a source about the Jewish conspiracy to
take over the world. It has since been used by a variety of antisemitic
groups, including Arabs, South Africans, and even American nationals,
such as Henry Ford, who serialized it in the Dearborn Independent, then
reprinted 5oo,ooo copies in book form as The International Jew: The
World’s Foremost Problem. A judge eventually ruled that Ford should
discontinue publication, and in 1917 Ford retracted his endorsement of
the Protocols. The document was ruled a hoax in two trials, one in Port
Elizabeth, South Africa in i93, and the other in Bern, Switzerland in
1934—3

.
In 1993 the Russian Tancred Golenpolsky, publisher of the

Moscow-based Jewish Gazette, sued the ultra-nationalist organization
Pamyat (memory) for printing antisemitic propaganda, including the Pro
tocols. Pamyat struck back with a libel suit, but on November z6, 1993,
a Moscow district court judge ruled that the Protocols was a fake (though
the ruling did not put the screed to rest once and for all: the IHR book
catalog lists an edition of it and Mark Weber says it sells very well).

The political ideologue and former Marxist Lyndon LaRouche, whose
literature can be routinely found at tables set up by his devoted follow
ers in front of U.S. post offices, thrives on conspiratorial thinking. He
and his wife, Helga Zepp LaRouche, are known for their theory that
the queen of England is behind the international drug trade. The con
tents of their newspaper, The New Federalist, suggest that they are pro
fessional contrarians. For example, in Zepp LaRouche’s Hitler Book she
dismisses Darwinism because it gave rise to Hitlerism (despite the fact
that Hitler and the Nazis employed social Darwinism as part of their
justification for the extermination of the Jews—see chapter 8).16 Amid
claims that they resolved the wave-particle duality problem in physics,
found the error in Karl Marx’s thinking (only one?), discovered a new
economic system, and conceived the strategic defense initiative, the

LaRouches dismiss the Holocaust as “mythical,” claiming the whole
thing is “a swindle.”7

A good example of how someone’s ideological bent can distort the
historical record comes from a book by the Canadian author James
Bacque, Other Losses: An Investigation into the Mass Deaths of Ger
man Prisoners at the Hands of the French and Americans After World
War II. Bacque argues that immediately following the end of the war in
Europe, General Dwight D. Eisenhower conspired to withhold food, hous
ing, and supplies from millions of German POWs, “murdering” them
through starvation. Carefully selecting German and American sources
who claim they witnessed this mass starvation (even when supplies were
readily on hand), Bacque concludes that approximately one million Ger
mans were murdered in a conspiracy by the French and Americans—a
“holocaust,” he claims, on par with what the Germans did to the Jews.’8

Bacque’s statistics are worth noting. Using weekly ledgers of POWs
and Disarmed Enemy Forces from the U.S. European Theatre Head
quarters, Bacque shows that the prisoner accounting system in these
weekly ledgers had such columns as “Previous on Hand,” “Discharged,”
or “Transferred.” The most curious, for Bacque, is a column headed
“Other Losses,” which he takes to mean either escaped or dead. Since
the rate of escape was less than one per thousand prisoners, he concludes
that about five thousand German POWs died per week. Extrapolating
to the length of their encampment, Bacque arrives at his one-million
figure. What was Eisenhower’s motive? It was revenge, says Bacque,
brought on after seeing the Nazi concentration camps, coupled with his
pathological hatred of Germans. Why have we not heard about this in
credible genocide before? Because, Bacque contends, history is written
by the victors, who conspire to cover up their own atrocities, and this
was not a story complimentary to the Allied postwar goals.

Bacque’s argument is easy to refute. Albert Cowdrey and Stephen Am
brose show the gaping holes in Bacque’s book.’9One of his eyewitnesses,
for example, was ninety years old and legally blind when interviewed,
and he admitted his memory of the POW experience was fuzzy at best.
Other eyewitness testimony seems equally flawed, with conflation of sep
arate memories and confabulation, interweaving fact and fiction, not un
common. In addition, as Cowdrey and Ambrose reveal, Bacque’s statis
tical analysis of the “other losses” is highly suspect. One million missing
Germans are a lot of people. Why were they not noticed for nearly half
a century, despite the fact that the Red Cross compiled lists of MIAs (to
taling only 41,000 in the European theater)? It turns out the “other
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