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Drug driving offences
Taking drug can aﬁect body and mind coordination that
can significantly impair the ability to drive a motor vehicle.
Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap 374) was amended in 2011 in
order to combat drug driving more effectively. It is an
offence if anyone:
ncentration of cified illicit drugs
‘k’), methamphetamine
y') pl it in his blood or unne,

whether his driving abnhtv impaired or not;
« drives under the influence of any s ified illicit drug such an

extent of being incapable of proper control of t ;
« drives under the influence of drugs other than ¢

to such an extent of being incapable of proper r::mtml of the motor

vehicle;

+ fails to undergo preliminary drug tests without reasonab

» fails to provide specimens of blood andfor unine for analysis without
reasonable excuse.

Police Enforcement

If a driver

« i involved in a traffic accident;

*» has committed a traffic offence while the vehicle is in motion; or

* is suspected of driving under the influence of specified illicit drugs or
other drugs or driving after use or consumption of specified illicit
drugs

A police officer may require the driver to undergo one or more of the

following prefiminary drug tests either at roadside or in a police station

* Drug Influence Recognition Observation;

* Impairment Test

Upon conviction of drug driving, offenders are liable to
one or more of the following penalties:

= A maximum fine of $25,000;
* A maximum imprisonment for 3 years;

= Driving disqualification up to a minimum penod from 6 months
years on first conviction, and for a minimum period f years to
10 years on subsequent conviction. A repeated offender may be
disqualified for life if the court or magistrate, having consi the
circumstances of the offence and the behaviour of the i
ofthe o on that he or she should not be allowed to drive

vehicle anymore.

A driver may use the following as defence:
= The drug taken is lawfully obtained,
drug iz used in accordance with the ad

the r:lrug manufacturer, and
md _uulnd nut nzl

Smart Tips for Drivers

- Drug may affect the central nervous system and may cause sleepiness. dizziness,
fatigue, impairment of concentration and Judgement, excitation, slowing of reaction ar
blurred vision. The effects of drugs on driving ability may vary among different people.

- Avoid taking drugs before driving. If taking drugs before driving cannot be avoic

you know the effects of drugs on driving ability. Consult healthcare profe: :
ling doctora, pharmacists or dentists if in doubt and ask for alternative medications

adication impairs your driving ability, do not drive.
/= look out for warning message on drug label, such as “This drug may ce
drowsinesa. If affected, do not drive or operate machinery”

+ Always follow the recommended dosage of the medications, and monitor the effects of
drug on you while driving. Stop driving under safe condition if driving impairment is
recognized.

- Never attempt to take medications from various sources on your own because the effects
on driving ability are not predictable. Consult healthcare professionals if necessary.

The Govemment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is not liable,
i or indirectly, for any form of claims, losse r damages special or

Aal arnsing out ¢ connection with the use of or reliance upo
ntained or implied in this leafiet. You should refer to the
Cap 374) for the exact p o the offences and p‘“ﬂﬁmd‘a
sary.

Further Enquiry

Please contact 1823 Call Centre (Tel: 1823), and visit the website
of the Transport Department at http /Aww.td govhk. For more
information on drugs,please consult healthcare professionals.
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