September 15, 2019

The Honorable Ro Khanna

U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Khanna,

We write as a diverse coalition of Hindu and Indian American organizations, professional associations,
and leaders representing hundreds of thousands of community members from across the country to
express our serious concern with your recent actions and statements on issues relating to the Indian
Subcontinent and the diaspora, including those outlined below.

Joining the Pakistan Caucus
As a leading member of the House India Caucus, Foreign Affairs Committee, and a champion of human
rights, we are deeply troubled that you joined the Congressional Pakistan Caucus.

Pakistan continues to utilize terror assets to attack U.S. interests in Afghanistan and wage a proxy war
against India. Pakistan has shown a complete and utter disregard for human rights and religious freedom
and was recently labeled as a Country of Particular Concern by the U.S. State Department for its
“systematic, ongoing, [and] egregious violations of religious freedom” against Hindus, Sikhs, Christians,
Shia and Ahmadiyya Muslims.

We believe that your membership in this Caucus is contrary to both American principles and our
geostrategic interests in the Indian Subcontinent and the broader South Asian region.

Accordingly, we urge you to withdraw from the Congressional Pakistan Caucus. We further urge you to
write directly to Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan and meet with Ambassador Asad Majeed Khan to
address Pakistan’s ongoing use of terrorism to destabilize the region and its rampant and severe human
rights violations.

Statement on Kashmir

While we appreciate your recent media statement on the abrogation of Article 370, we urge you to make a
formal statement for the Congressional record in order to educate other policymakers on this issue. This
statement should address the increased civil rights that will be afforded to the residents of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh with the removal of Article 370.

Article 370, which conferred special status on India’s state of Jammu and Kashmir, was a highly
discriminatory provision that prevented Kashmiris from enjoying the same rights and benefits afforded to
all other Indian citizens. Women, children, historically disadvantaged communities, religious minorities,
and LGBT people were especially impacted and subjugated to an inferior status under Article 370, which
allowed the state to make a separate set of laws.

In addition, the statement must highlight the ethnic cleansing of over 350,000 Kashmiri Hindu Pandits
from their ancestral home in the Kashmir Valley nearly three decades ago.



Social Media Statement Endorsing Anti-Hindu Bigot
Your recent tweet endorsing the views of a fringe and extremist anti-Hindu activist, Pieter Friedrich, is
unacceptable.

Friedrich has a long track record of working for a group called Organization for Minorities of India (OFMI).
OFMI was founded by Bhajan Singh Bhinder, who was the subject of an undercover United States
Customs Service investigation for trying to purchase C-4 plastic explosives, M-16s, AK-47s, grenade and
rocket launchers, and Stinger missiles in support of the Khalistan terrorist movement in India.

Moreover, Friedrich has verbally harassed Hindu American children and their parents peacefully waiting
in line to testify at the California State Board of Education. Some of his supporters were actually escorted
out of the Board of Education meetings because of their harassment of schoolchildren. He also testified
several times at the California State Board Education between 2015-2017 denigrating Hinduism, and
promoting the inclusion of negative stereotypes on Hinduism in California textbooks. Friedrich has
attended protests promoting hate speech against Hinduism and Hindu symbols. Finally, under OFMI’s
banner, he has campaigned to force the removal of Mahatma Gandhi statutes across the US, making
outlandish claims that the icon of the non-violence movement “allied himself with Adolf Hitler.”

Further exacerbating matters, you then retweeted several subsequent statements by
individuals/organizations who share Friedrich’s hateful views about Hindu Americans and Hinduism.

Consequently, we urge you to retract your initial tweet and any retweets. In addition, we ask that you
issue a clarifying statement that you do not endorse the views of this fringe and extremist activist. Finally,
we ask that you speak out vociferously against any individuals including but not limited to Friedrich who
espouse hateful and bigoted views about Hindu Americans and Hinduism.

Thank you for your attention to these critical issues and we look forward to your response.

Respectfully,

ORGANIZATIONS

AMERICAN HINDUS AGAINST DEFAMATION (NATICK, MA)
ANNAPOORNA USA FOUNDATION (SACRAMENTO, CA)
ARDOR GROUP (KIRKLAND, WA)

BALAJI MATHA (SAN JOSE, CA)

BANGLADESH HINDU BUDDHIST CHRISTIAN UNITY COUNCIL
BAY AREA VAISHNAV PARIVAR (MILPITAS, CA)

CODE FOR INDIA (MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA)

EKAL VIDYALAYA FOUNDATION (HOUSTON, TX)



FEDERATION OF INDIAN COMMUNITIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (IRVINE, CA)
FRIENDS OF INDIA SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL (FREMONT, CA)
GAYATRI CONSCIOUSNESS CENTER (ANAHEIM, CA)

GLOBAL HINDU HERITAGE FOUNDATION (FRISCO, TX)

GLOBAL ORGANIZATION OF PEOPLE OF INDIAN ORIGIN (IRVINE, CA)
GUMMAKONDA REDDY FOUNDATION (HALLANDALE BEACH, FL)
HINDU AMERICAN FOUNDATION (WASHINGTON, DC)

HINDU AMERICAN POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (HOUSTON, TX)
HINDU JEWISH COALITION (PRINCETON, NJ)

HINDU SWAYAMSEVAK SANGH (HOUSTON, TX)

HINDU UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA (LUTZ, FL)

HINDU VICHAR MANCH (SAN DIEGO, CA)

HINDU YUVA SDSU (SAN DIEGO, CA)

HINDUS OF GREATER HOUSTON (HOUSTON, TX)

INDIA AWARENESS FOUNDATION (ATLANTA, GA)

INDIA HERITAGE FOUNDATION (SUNNYVALE, CA)
INDO-AMERICAN KASHMIR FORUM (WASHINGTON, DC)
INTERFAITH DIALOGUE ASSOCIATION (GRAND RAPIDS, MI)
INTERFAITH SHAADI (SAN FRANCISCO, CA)

INTERNATIONAL GITA SOCIETY (FREMONT, CA)

INTERNATIONAL HINDU UNIVERSITY (LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FL)
KASHMIR HINDU FOUNDATION (FREMONT, CA)

KASHMIR TASK FORCE (FREMONT, CA)

LIONS CLUB OF LITTLE INDIA (IRVINE, CA)

OVERSEAS VOLUNTEERS FOR A BETTER INDIA (HOUSTON, TX)
MAHATMA GANDHI SQUARE (DAVIE, FL)

PARAM SHAKTI PEETH OF AMERICA FOUNDATION (RANCHO PALO VERDES, CA)



PATANJALI YOG PEETH (HOUSTON, TX)

SAMSKRITA BHARATI (BAY AREA, CA)

SANATAN DHARMA TEMPLE & CULTURAL CENTER (KENT, WA)
SANATANA HINDU-DHARMA INTERNATIONAL VEDIC AWARENESS (CA)
SEWA INTERNATIONAL (SAN DIEGO, CA)

SHIVAJI MAHARAJ AMERICA PARIVAAR (LOS ANGELES, CA)

SILICON ANDHRA (MILPITAS, CA)

SENIORS ASSOCIATION OF BUCKS, PENNSYLVANIA (BUCKS, PA)
SOUTH ASIAN AMERICAN VOICES FOR IMPACT (CANTON, Ml)

THE MCCOLLUM FOUNDATION FOR PEACE (MORAGA, CA)

UTTAR PRADESH MANDAL OF AMERICA (FREMONT, CA)

VASAVI SEVA FOUNDATION (SAN JOSE, CA)

VEDIC DHARMA SAMAJ - FREMONT HINDU TEMPLE & CULTURAL CENTER (FREMONT, CA)
VEDIC EDUCATION AND DEVOTIONAL ACADEMY (MILPITAS, CA)
VISHWA HINDU PARISHAD OF AMERICA-NCAL ( DANVILLE, CA)
VISHWA HINDU PARISHAD OF AMERICA (NJ)

WORLD HINDU COUNCIL OF AMERICA (ATLANTA, GA)

INDIVIDUALS (TITLE/AFFILIATION ARE FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY)

ABHI INDAP
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CA

ADITI BANERJEE
AUTHOR
NJ

ADITYA TYAGI
CHIEF TECHNICAL OFFICER
ZIONSVILLE, IN



AJAY MALPANI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
BLOOMINGTON, IN

AJAY SHINGAL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN JOSE, CA

ALEX BHATT
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

ALPA SHARMA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
ORLANDO, FL

AMRIT BHANDARI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
IRVINE CA

ANIL SURPUR
PRESIDENT, YOGA BHARATI
SAN JOSE, CA

ANIT GUPTA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
MA

ANURAG MAIRAL
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, ORBEES MEDICAL
MILPITAS, CA

ASHISH KHURANA
VOLUNTEER, FESTIVAL OF THE GLOBE
FREMONT, CA

ASHUTOSH ZADE
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN DIEGO, CA

ASHWINI SURPUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, YOGA BHARATI
SAN JOSE, CA

ASWIN CHANDRAKANTAN
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA



ATUL THAKUR
COMMUNITY MEMBER
EASTON, PA

AVADHESH AGARWAL

CHAIRMAN, PARAM SHAKTI PEETH OF AMERICA;

CHAIRMAN, WORLD HINDU ECONOMIC CONFERENCE OF AMERICA
ROLLING HILLS, CA

BANSI PANDIT
COMMUNITY MEMBER
GLEN ELLYN, IL

BARBARA A. MCGRAW

PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR ENGAGED RELIGIOUS PLURALISM
SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE OF CALIFORNIA

MORAGA, CA

BHAILAL PATEL
FOUNDER, TRUSTEE AND FORMER PRESIDENT OF FEDERATION OF INDIA ASSOCIATION
CHICAGO, IL

BHASKAR KENDE
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
WAYNE, PA

BHAVIN PARIKH, MD
PRESIDENT INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF SACRAMENTO
SACRAMENTO, CA

BITTHAL GUJRATI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
PEORIA, IL

CHANDER ANAND
COMMUNITY MEMBER
IN

DHARAM BAHL
RPL INSURANCE ASSOCIATES
PLAINFIELD, IL

DHARAM PUNWANI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
NAPERVILLE, IL



DHAVAL JOSHIPURA
VISHWA HINDU PARISHAD OF AMERICA
HOUSTON TX

DHIREN MEHTA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
PRINCETON, NJ

DR. DIMPLE MALIK
COMMUNITY MEMBER
MAPLE GROVE, MN

DINESH PATEL
PATEL FAMILY INVESTMENTS
SALT LAKE CITY, UT

DR. DAYALDAS TANUMAL MESHRI, M.SC. PH. D . D. SC (HON)
FAIC PRESIDENT/CEO ARC
TULSA, OK

DR. JEFFERY D. LONG

PROFESSOR OF RELIGION & ASIAN STUDIES
ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA

DR. VIPUL PATEL
HINDU MANDIR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
BREINIGSVILLE, PA

DWARKA P RATHI, MD
COMMUNITY MEMBER
NEW YORK

GAURANG G VAISHNAV
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, GLOBAL INDIANS FOR BHARAT VIKAS (GIBV)
TAMPA, FL

GAURAV RASTOGI
FOUNDER, LIVING DEEPLY FOUNDATION
DUBLIN, CA

GAUTAM KHANDELWAL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

GAUTAM PRAKASH
CEO, MONSOON CAPITAL
CHEVY CHASE, MD



GHANSHYAMSINH ZALA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CHINO HILLS, CA

GIRISH SHARMA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
ORLANDO, FL

GOVINDA YELAGALAWADI
NATIONAL COORDINATOR, SAMSKRITA BHARATI
TRACY, CA

HEMA RACHMALE
COMMUNITY MEMBER
DETROIT, Mi

HIMANSHU SHUKLA
SAN DIEGO HINDU VICHAR MANCH
SAN DIEGO, CA

IRSHAD RASHEED
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

JAI BANSAL
DISTINGUISHED FELLOW- ARGONNE NATIONAL LAB
WARREN, NJ

JASHU PATEL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
ARROYO GRANDE, CA

JAYESH MEHTA
TREASURE ADVISOR
VOORHEES, NJ

KALIPRASAD TANIKELLA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SUNNYVALE, CA

KAMLESH PAREKH
COMMUNITY MEMBER
WEST BLOOMFIELD, M

KEDAR BHOLE
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN DIEGO CA



KEWAL BHALLA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
LAKE HOPATCONG, NJ

RAVI KHANNA
PRESIDENT, HINDU COMMUNITY OF SPRINGFIELD
SPRINGFIELD, OH

KRISHNA K PANDEY
TEMPLE ACHARYA
SUNNYVALE, CA

KRISHNAMURTHY MURALIDHARAN
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN
MILPITAS, CA

MADHU UPPAL
ARYA SAMAJ OF CHICAGOLAND
NAPERVILLE, IL

MAHENDRA SAPA
MANAGER
BURTONSVILLE, MD

MALINI G KUMAR
HAF MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

MANI KEERAN
DIRECTOR OF SEVA IN AMERICA, WHC OF AMERICA
DANVILLE, CA

MANISHA DESAI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

MANJU DHANDA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
HIGHLAND PARK, IL

MANOHAR SHARMA
YOG SADHAN ASHRAM
WINFIELD, IL

MANOJ PATEL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
PLEASANTON, CA



MEENA GUJRATI, MD
COMMUNITY MEMBER
PEORIA, IL

MOHAN KHETARPAL
VICE PRESIDENT
WEST CHICAGO, IL

MONIKA GARG
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SARATOGA, CA

MONIKA JOSHI
PRESIDENT, UHCCC
CLOVIS, CA

MUKESH GANDHI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
BLOOMINGTON, IL

MUKESH MOWJI
PAST PRESIDENT
SAN JOSE, CA

MURARI KUMAR
ENGINEERING MANAGER (INTEL)
SANTA CLARA, CA

NANDINI UPADHYAY
DOCTOR
LAKE FOREST, IL

NAVEEN SETHURAMAN
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN RAMON, CA

NEELAM JAISWAL
VHPA MEMBER
MASON, OH

NIRJA SADHU
FORMER ZONE 3 DIRECTOR, KASHMIR OVERSEAS ASSOCIATION
PENNINGTON, NJ

NITINKUMAR SHROFF
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SUNNYVALE, CA



P. ROY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER, GIBV.ORG
NORTH ANDOVER, MA

PADDU GOVINDARAJ
FOUNDER, NAM TAMILGAM
SAN JOSE, CA

PANKAJ MUNDRA
PRESIDENT
IRVINE, CA

PANNEER SELVAM
COMMUNITY MEMBER
POWAY, CA

PARESH SINHA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FOLSOM, CA

PRABHA MALEMPATI
GENERAL SECRETARY
CUPERTINO, CA

PRAKASH BHALERAO
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CUPERTINO, CA

PRAMIT CHAVDA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CEDAR PARK, TX

PRATIBHA GOYAL
EKAL VIDYALAYA FOUNDATION OF USA
SAN DIEGO, CA

PREMA MALANI, MD
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CHICAGO,IL

PROFESSOR SUNIL KUMAR
PRESIDENT, HSS SAN DIEGO
SAN DIEGO, CA

RACHNA DESAI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA



RAHUL KAUL
CO-FOUNDER SOCH CENTER
SEATTLE, WA

RAHUL PANDIT, MD
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS, INDO-AMERICAN-KASHMIR FORUM
HOUSTON, TX

RAJ JABUA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

RAJ TIWARI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
DARIEN, IL

RAJAGOPAL & JAYASHREE KRISHNAN
MEMBERS HINDU SOCIETY OF INLAND EMPIRE
LOMA LINDA, CA

RAJAN SADAGOPAN
BHARATI TAMIL SANGAM
TRACY, CA

RAJASEKHAR CHINTAPALLI
SVVP
MOUNTAIN HOUSE, CA

RAJEEYV SINGH
HAF VOLUNTEER
DUBLIN, CA

RAJIV LIMAYE
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CA

RAM AGARWAL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CA

RAM RAMACHANDRA
PHYSICIAN
FREMONT, CA

RAM SESHAN
DIRECTOR, SAN DIEGO INDIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY
CARLSBAD, CA



RAMAKANT K. ASARAVALA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
POWAY, CA

RAO TALLAPRAGADA
MANAGER, ACHARYA SETHU
SAN JOSE, CA

RAVINDRA K SHUKLA
HSS MEMBER
FAIRFAX, VA

RITU KHURANA
FOUNDER AND CEO, GURUS EDUCATION
FREMONT, CA

ROHAN DESAI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

SANJAY PAREKH
COMMUNITY MEMBER
DUBLIN, CA

SARVESH KUMAR GUPTA
SAN DIEGO HINDU VICHAR MANCH
SAN DIEGO, CA

SATISH DATT
PRESIDENT, SANATAN MANDIR
CASTRO VALLEY, CA

SHACHIN NATH
OFBJP
FREMONT, CA

SHAILENDRA RATHAUR
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN DIEGO, CA

SHANTHARAM GUMMARAJU
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN RAMON, CA

SHARATH PUTTABUDDI
OFBJP VOLUNTEER
DUBLIN, CA



SHARDA SHARMA
YOG SADHAN ASHRAM
WINFIELD, IL

SHASHI TANKI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
CA

SHEELA BHANDARI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
IRVINE, CA

SHEKAR REDDY
FOUNDING MEMBER, GANDHI SQUARE OF FL
PLANTATION, FL

SHRI
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SUNNYVALE, CA

SHRIKANT BASARKOD
HSS
TROY, MI

SHRINARAYAN CHANDAK
COMMUNITY LEADER
BLOOMINGTON, IL

SIDDARTH RATHI
NYU LANGONE MEDICAL CENTER
NEW YORK, NY

SNEHA MEHTA
GIBV
ATLANTA, GA

SOMANJANA CHATTERJEE
BOARD MEMBER, SILICON VALLEY INTERRELIGIOUS COUNCIL
SAN JOSE, CA

SRINIVASAN UPPILI
PROJECT MANAGER
FREMONT, CA

SUBHA SETHURAMAN
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN RAMON, CA



SUBHASH GUPTA
PRESIDENT, HSS HOUSTON CHAPTER, & ADVISOR, EKAL VIDYALAYA
SUGAR LAND, TX

SUCHETA PONDA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
NEW YORK, NY

SUDHIR SHAH
CORY LAKE ISLES CDD SUPERVISOR
TAMPA, FL

SULOCHINA LULLA MD [ KAISER , RETD PHYSICIAN]
MEMBER OF SUKHAM BOARD
SARATOGA, CA

SUNDAR PADMANABAN
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
CUPERTINO, CA

SUNIL GANU
BAY AREA RECREATION GROUP
SAN JOSE, CA

SURESH PILLAI
GENERAL SECRETARY, HINDU SWAYAMSEVAK SANGH
ISSAQUAH, WA

SWAPNALI PATIL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SUNNYVALE, CA

SWETA MUKHERJEE
COMMUNITY MEMBER
FREMONT, CA

TARAL PATEL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
COLUMBUS OH

TEJAL SHAH
VHPA JOINT GENERAL SECRETARY
LODI, CA

UMANG KATHRANI
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
FREMONT, CA



VAIBHAV SHAH
CTO
FOLSOM, CA

VARUN AGARWAL
COMMUNITY MEMBER
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

VASANTH SHETTY
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SAN RAMON, CA

VENKAT A BHAT
VENTURESOFT GLOBAL INC
PLEASANTON, CA

VENKATA R MANDADI
IT PROFESSIONAL
FREMONT, CA

VIJAY CHAVVA
FOUNDER TELANGANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
CUPERTINO, CA

VIKAS GUPTA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
SANTA CLARA, CA

VIMAL SODHANI
V. P. FINANCE, VHPA
SOMERSET, NJ

VINAYAK FADNAVIS
HSS VOLUNTEER
MOUNTAIN HOUSE, CA

VINEET GUPTA
COMMUNITY MEMBER
ENCINITAS, CA

VINOD GUPTA
DIRECTOR- HAVAN, WORLD HINDU COUNCIL OF AMERICA
PA

VISHAL AGARWAL
HINDU SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA, TRUSTEE
MAPLE GROVE, MINNESOTA



