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Mr Edward Barrie WIGGHAM took the Legislative Council Oath.Mr Edward Barrie WIGGHAM took the Legislative Council Oath.Mr Edward Barrie WIGGHAM took the Legislative Council Oath.Mr Edward Barrie WIGGHAM took the Legislative Council Oath.

Oral answers to questionsOral answers to questionsOral answers to questionsOral answers to questions

Exorbitant surgical feesExorbitant surgical feesExorbitant surgical feesExorbitant surgical fees

1.1.1.1. MISS EMILY LAU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether it is awareMISS EMILY LAU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether it is awareMISS EMILY LAU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether it is awareMISS EMILY LAU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether it is aware

of public concern over exorbitant surgical fees charged by some doctors in privateof public concern over exorbitant surgical fees charged by some doctors in privateof public concern over exorbitant surgical fees charged by some doctors in privateof public concern over exorbitant surgical fees charged by some doctors in private

practice; and, if so, whether it plans to take any action such as urging the medicalpractice; and, if so, whether it plans to take any action such as urging the medicalpractice; and, if so, whether it plans to take any action such as urging the medicalpractice; and, if so, whether it plans to take any action such as urging the medical

profession to publish a list of surgical fees as guidelines to the general publicprofession to publish a list of surgical fees as guidelines to the general publicprofession to publish a list of surgical fees as guidelines to the general publicprofession to publish a list of surgical fees as guidelines to the general public

seeking surgical treatment?seeking surgical treatment?seeking surgical treatment?seeking surgical treatment?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, yes, we are aware of comments,SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, yes, we are aware of comments,SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, yes, we are aware of comments,SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, yes, we are aware of comments,

mainly through the media, about high fees charged by some doctors in private practice.mainly through the media, about high fees charged by some doctors in private practice.mainly through the media, about high fees charged by some doctors in private practice.mainly through the media, about high fees charged by some doctors in private practice.

We believe that a consumer has the right to know and to have access to theWe believe that a consumer has the right to know and to have access to theWe believe that a consumer has the right to know and to have access to theWe believe that a consumer has the right to know and to have access to the

information which would enable him to make an informed choice. To this end, consumersinformation which would enable him to make an informed choice. To this end, consumersinformation which would enable him to make an informed choice. To this end, consumersinformation which would enable him to make an informed choice. To this end, consumers

have a right to know the level of fees.  It is for providers of professional serviceshave a right to know the level of fees.  It is for providers of professional serviceshave a right to know the level of fees.  It is for providers of professional serviceshave a right to know the level of fees.  It is for providers of professional services

to respond appropriately in as open a manner as possible.  Any patient is free toto respond appropriately in as open a manner as possible.  Any patient is free toto respond appropriately in as open a manner as possible.  Any patient is free toto respond appropriately in as open a manner as possible.  Any patient is free to

ask for information about fees and to go to the doctor of his choice.ask for information about fees and to go to the doctor of his choice.ask for information about fees and to go to the doctor of his choice.ask for information about fees and to go to the doctor of his choice.

The Government publishes a schedule of fees for public hospitals and clinics.The Government publishes a schedule of fees for public hospitals and clinics.The Government publishes a schedule of fees for public hospitals and clinics.The Government publishes a schedule of fees for public hospitals and clinics.

The Hong Kong Medical Association has also published the results of its survey onThe Hong Kong Medical Association has also published the results of its survey onThe Hong Kong Medical Association has also published the results of its survey onThe Hong Kong Medical Association has also published the results of its survey on

doctors' fees in the private sector.doctors' fees in the private sector.doctors' fees in the private sector.doctors' fees in the private sector.

It is the GoIt is the GoIt is the GoIt is the Government's policy that no one is denied adequate medical treatmentvernment's policy that no one is denied adequate medical treatmentvernment's policy that no one is denied adequate medical treatmentvernment's policy that no one is denied adequate medical treatment

for want of means.  This is covered by section 4(d) of the Hospital Authorityfor want of means.  This is covered by section 4(d) of the Hospital Authorityfor want of means.  This is covered by section 4(d) of the Hospital Authorityfor want of means.  This is covered by section 4(d) of the Hospital Authority

Ordinance.  Where a patient cannot afford private treatment, the Government providesOrdinance.  Where a patient cannot afford private treatment, the Government providesOrdinance.  Where a patient cannot afford private treatment, the Government providesOrdinance.  Where a patient cannot afford private treatment, the Government provides

public clinics and hospitals, where the subsidy towards the cost of treatment is highpublic clinics and hospitals, where the subsidy towards the cost of treatment is highpublic clinics and hospitals, where the subsidy towards the cost of treatment is highpublic clinics and hospitals, where the subsidy towards the cost of treatment is high

and the charges are low and in exceptional circumstances may even be waived.and the charges are low and in exceptional circumstances may even be waived.and the charges are low and in exceptional circumstances may even be waived.and the charges are low and in exceptional circumstances may even be waived.

MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, does the Government have information on whetherMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, does the Government have information on whetherMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, does the Government have information on whetherMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, does the Government have information on whether

surgical fees in Hong Kong are indeed much higher than those of other Western andsurgical fees in Hong Kong are indeed much higher than those of other Western andsurgical fees in Hong Kong are indeed much higher than those of other Western andsurgical fees in Hong Kong are indeed much higher than those of other Western and



Asian cities?  And does the Government think that the Medical Registration OrdinanceAsian cities?  And does the Government think that the Medical Registration OrdinanceAsian cities?  And does the Government think that the Medical Registration OrdinanceAsian cities?  And does the Government think that the Medical Registration Ordinance

should be amended to give the Medical Council the power to handle complaints aboutshould be amended to give the Medical Council the power to handle complaints aboutshould be amended to give the Medical Council the power to handle complaints aboutshould be amended to give the Medical Council the power to handle complaints about

exorbitant fees and charges?exorbitant fees and charges?exorbitant fees and charges?exorbitant fees and charges?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, we are aware through mediaSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, we are aware through mediaSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, we are aware through mediaSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, we are aware through media

reports of certain episodic cases where fees are charged on a very high level.  Thereports of certain episodic cases where fees are charged on a very high level.  Thereports of certain episodic cases where fees are charged on a very high level.  Thereports of certain episodic cases where fees are charged on a very high level.  The

Medical Council has not formally discussed the matter of fee charging by medicalMedical Council has not formally discussed the matter of fee charging by medicalMedical Council has not formally discussed the matter of fee charging by medicalMedical Council has not formally discussed the matter of fee charging by medical

practitioners with the Government.  The two prime functions of the Medical Councilpractitioners with the Government.  The two prime functions of the Medical Councilpractitioners with the Government.  The two prime functions of the Medical Councilpractitioners with the Government.  The two prime functions of the Medical Council

are, first, the registration of doctors and, secondly, the discipline of registeredare, first, the registration of doctors and, secondly, the discipline of registeredare, first, the registration of doctors and, secondly, the discipline of registeredare, first, the registration of doctors and, secondly, the discipline of registered

medical practitioners; fees do not feature in this respect.  I think it would be verymedical practitioners; fees do not feature in this respect.  I think it would be verymedical practitioners; fees do not feature in this respect.  I think it would be verymedical practitioners; fees do not feature in this respect.  I think it would be very

difficult for anyone other than the doctor and the patient -- who have a special bonddifficult for anyone other than the doctor and the patient -- who have a special bonddifficult for anyone other than the doctor and the patient -- who have a special bonddifficult for anyone other than the doctor and the patient -- who have a special bond

of trust -- to come in between them by interfering with what can be a very naturalof trust -- to come in between them by interfering with what can be a very naturalof trust -- to come in between them by interfering with what can be a very naturalof trust -- to come in between them by interfering with what can be a very natural

relationship.relationship.relationship.relationship.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, in her reply the Secretary mentioned thatDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, in her reply the Secretary mentioned thatDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, in her reply the Secretary mentioned thatDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, in her reply the Secretary mentioned that

the consumer has the right to know the level of fees.  Could the Secretary informthe consumer has the right to know the level of fees.  Could the Secretary informthe consumer has the right to know the level of fees.  Could the Secretary informthe consumer has the right to know the level of fees.  Could the Secretary inform

this Council what plans there are for the Administration to promote public awarenessthis Council what plans there are for the Administration to promote public awarenessthis Council what plans there are for the Administration to promote public awarenessthis Council what plans there are for the Administration to promote public awareness

that it has the right to ask to know the fees to be charged by doctors or otherthat it has the right to ask to know the fees to be charged by doctors or otherthat it has the right to ask to know the fees to be charged by doctors or otherthat it has the right to ask to know the fees to be charged by doctors or other

professionals?professionals?professionals?professionals?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the right to know includesSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the right to know includesSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the right to know includesSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the right to know includes

a number of areas: the right to know the level of fees, the right to know the detailsa number of areas: the right to know the level of fees, the right to know the detailsa number of areas: the right to know the level of fees, the right to know the detailsa number of areas: the right to know the level of fees, the right to know the details

of the treatment and the right to know the details, depending on professional judgment,of the treatment and the right to know the details, depending on professional judgment,of the treatment and the right to know the details, depending on professional judgment,of the treatment and the right to know the details, depending on professional judgment,

in relation to the patient and the state of illness the patient is in.  I think thein relation to the patient and the state of illness the patient is in.  I think thein relation to the patient and the state of illness the patient is in.  I think thein relation to the patient and the state of illness the patient is in.  I think the

best protection of the consumer, which in this case is the patient, is the consumerbest protection of the consumer, which in this case is the patient, is the consumerbest protection of the consumer, which in this case is the patient, is the consumerbest protection of the consumer, which in this case is the patient, is the consumer

himself.  I believe also that public censure is a very good form of education process.himself.  I believe also that public censure is a very good form of education process.himself.  I believe also that public censure is a very good form of education process.himself.  I believe also that public censure is a very good form of education process.

Public debate will promote awareness and so in this respect the Government would likePublic debate will promote awareness and so in this respect the Government would likePublic debate will promote awareness and so in this respect the Government would likePublic debate will promote awareness and so in this respect the Government would like

to be involved but not necessarily to take any other formal measure of promotingto be involved but not necessarily to take any other formal measure of promotingto be involved but not necessarily to take any other formal measure of promotingto be involved but not necessarily to take any other formal measure of promoting

education and awareness.education and awareness.education and awareness.education and awareness.

MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the AdministrationMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the AdministrationMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the AdministrationMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration

inform this Council whether it has received any complaints alleging that some privateinform this Council whether it has received any complaints alleging that some privateinform this Council whether it has received any complaints alleging that some privateinform this Council whether it has received any complaints alleging that some private

medical practitioners deliberately raised the figure of the fees charged on the bill,medical practitioners deliberately raised the figure of the fees charged on the bill,medical practitioners deliberately raised the figure of the fees charged on the bill,medical practitioners deliberately raised the figure of the fees charged on the bill,

so that their patients can claim more compensation under their insurance policies?so that their patients can claim more compensation under their insurance policies?so that their patients can claim more compensation under their insurance policies?so that their patients can claim more compensation under their insurance policies?



If yes, how would the Administration handle this normally?If yes, how would the Administration handle this normally?If yes, how would the Administration handle this normally?If yes, how would the Administration handle this normally?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not strictly within the main question, but are you ableDEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not strictly within the main question, but are you ableDEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not strictly within the main question, but are you ableDEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not strictly within the main question, but are you able

to throw light on this, Secretary?to throw light on this, Secretary?to throw light on this, Secretary?to throw light on this, Secretary?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: No, Mr Deputy President.SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: No, Mr Deputy President.SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: No, Mr Deputy President.SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: No, Mr Deputy President.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, some people think that the feesDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, some people think that the feesDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, some people think that the feesDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, some people think that the fees

charged for medical services are too high.  Would the Administration considercharged for medical services are too high.  Would the Administration considercharged for medical services are too high.  Would the Administration considercharged for medical services are too high.  Would the Administration consider

encouraging the Consumer Council to conduct an investigation and to compile a reportencouraging the Consumer Council to conduct an investigation and to compile a reportencouraging the Consumer Council to conduct an investigation and to compile a reportencouraging the Consumer Council to conduct an investigation and to compile a report

on this question of whether the fees charged for medical services are too high, inon this question of whether the fees charged for medical services are too high, inon this question of whether the fees charged for medical services are too high, inon this question of whether the fees charged for medical services are too high, in

order to protect a patient's right as a consumer?order to protect a patient's right as a consumer?order to protect a patient's right as a consumer?order to protect a patient's right as a consumer?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I will certainly relate thisSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I will certainly relate thisSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I will certainly relate thisSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I will certainly relate this

to the Consumer Council.to the Consumer Council.to the Consumer Council.to the Consumer Council.

Divulgence of information contained in import or export declarations and certificatesDivulgence of information contained in import or export declarations and certificatesDivulgence of information contained in import or export declarations and certificatesDivulgence of information contained in import or export declarations and certificates

of originof originof originof origin

2.2.2.2. MR JIMMY McGREGOR asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether thereMR JIMMY McGREGOR asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether thereMR JIMMY McGREGOR asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether thereMR JIMMY McGREGOR asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether there

is a plan to lift the legislative and administrative restrictions on the divulgenceis a plan to lift the legislative and administrative restrictions on the divulgenceis a plan to lift the legislative and administrative restrictions on the divulgenceis a plan to lift the legislative and administrative restrictions on the divulgence

of information contained in import/export declarations and certificates of originof information contained in import/export declarations and certificates of originof information contained in import/export declarations and certificates of originof information contained in import/export declarations and certificates of origin

and allow the information to be made available to organizations promoting Hong Kongand allow the information to be made available to organizations promoting Hong Kongand allow the information to be made available to organizations promoting Hong Kongand allow the information to be made available to organizations promoting Hong Kong

trade and industry?trade and industry?trade and industry?trade and industry?

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, we have no such plans.  WeSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, we have no such plans.  WeSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, we have no such plans.  WeSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, we have no such plans.  We

applaud the efforts and achievements of organizations promoting Hong Kong's tradeapplaud the efforts and achievements of organizations promoting Hong Kong's tradeapplaud the efforts and achievements of organizations promoting Hong Kong's tradeapplaud the efforts and achievements of organizations promoting Hong Kong's trade

and industry.  But we also have the duty to safeguard the privacy of our traders andand industry.  But we also have the duty to safeguard the privacy of our traders andand industry.  But we also have the duty to safeguard the privacy of our traders andand industry.  But we also have the duty to safeguard the privacy of our traders and

manufacturers and to preserve the security of commercially confidential data suppliedmanufacturers and to preserve the security of commercially confidential data suppliedmanufacturers and to preserve the security of commercially confidential data suppliedmanufacturers and to preserve the security of commercially confidential data supplied

by them.by them.by them.by them.

At present, the Export (Certificates of Origin) Regulations already provide thatAt present, the Export (Certificates of Origin) Regulations already provide thatAt present, the Export (Certificates of Origin) Regulations already provide thatAt present, the Export (Certificates of Origin) Regulations already provide that

certain information supplied by factories for Certificate of Origin registrationcertain information supplied by factories for Certificate of Origin registrationcertain information supplied by factories for Certificate of Origin registrationcertain information supplied by factories for Certificate of Origin registration



purposes may be made available to trade promotion organizations and may be publishedpurposes may be made available to trade promotion organizations and may be publishedpurposes may be made available to trade promotion organizations and may be publishedpurposes may be made available to trade promotion organizations and may be published

for the purpose of replying to trade enquiries.  Such information is, however,for the purpose of replying to trade enquiries.  Such information is, however,for the purpose of replying to trade enquiries.  Such information is, however,for the purpose of replying to trade enquiries.  Such information is, however,

limited to the names and addresses of manufacturers and the nature of their products.limited to the names and addresses of manufacturers and the nature of their products.limited to the names and addresses of manufacturers and the nature of their products.limited to the names and addresses of manufacturers and the nature of their products.

We believe that this should be sufficient to enable trade promotion organizationsWe believe that this should be sufficient to enable trade promotion organizationsWe believe that this should be sufficient to enable trade promotion organizationsWe believe that this should be sufficient to enable trade promotion organizations

to develop a useful database for the purpose of promoting trade and industry.to develop a useful database for the purpose of promoting trade and industry.to develop a useful database for the purpose of promoting trade and industry.to develop a useful database for the purpose of promoting trade and industry.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the Secretary agree that the basicMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the Secretary agree that the basicMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the Secretary agree that the basicMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the Secretary agree that the basic

information on company name, address, product category, import source and exportinformation on company name, address, product category, import source and exportinformation on company name, address, product category, import source and exportinformation on company name, address, product category, import source and export

destination obtainable from import/export declarations could be of very greatdestination obtainable from import/export declarations could be of very greatdestination obtainable from import/export declarations could be of very greatdestination obtainable from import/export declarations could be of very great

economic value to Hong Kong if it could be made available to persons and companieseconomic value to Hong Kong if it could be made available to persons and companieseconomic value to Hong Kong if it could be made available to persons and companieseconomic value to Hong Kong if it could be made available to persons and companies

seeking trade contracts? And if so, will the Secretary agree to seek policy adviceseeking trade contracts? And if so, will the Secretary agree to seek policy adviceseeking trade contracts? And if so, will the Secretary agree to seek policy adviceseeking trade contracts? And if so, will the Secretary agree to seek policy advice

from the Trade Advisory Board, the Trade Development Council, chambers of commercefrom the Trade Advisory Board, the Trade Development Council, chambers of commercefrom the Trade Advisory Board, the Trade Development Council, chambers of commercefrom the Trade Advisory Board, the Trade Development Council, chambers of commerce

and other interested organizations on how this mine of information can be legitimatelyand other interested organizations on how this mine of information can be legitimatelyand other interested organizations on how this mine of information can be legitimatelyand other interested organizations on how this mine of information can be legitimately

tapped in Hong Kong's interests?tapped in Hong Kong's interests?tapped in Hong Kong's interests?tapped in Hong Kong's interests?

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I repeat that we have a dutySECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I repeat that we have a dutySECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I repeat that we have a dutySECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I repeat that we have a duty

to preserve the confidentiality of commercially confidential data provided to theto preserve the confidentiality of commercially confidential data provided to theto preserve the confidentiality of commercially confidential data provided to theto preserve the confidentiality of commercially confidential data provided to the

Government for specific purposes.  As far as trade promotion is concerned, the TradeGovernment for specific purposes.  As far as trade promotion is concerned, the TradeGovernment for specific purposes.  As far as trade promotion is concerned, the TradeGovernment for specific purposes.  As far as trade promotion is concerned, the Trade

Development Council has established a very useful and quite comprehensive serviceDevelopment Council has established a very useful and quite comprehensive serviceDevelopment Council has established a very useful and quite comprehensive serviceDevelopment Council has established a very useful and quite comprehensive service

called "TDC Link" which operates on the basis of information originally provided bycalled "TDC Link" which operates on the basis of information originally provided bycalled "TDC Link" which operates on the basis of information originally provided bycalled "TDC Link" which operates on the basis of information originally provided by

the Government from factory registration information, namely, the name and addressthe Government from factory registration information, namely, the name and addressthe Government from factory registration information, namely, the name and addressthe Government from factory registration information, namely, the name and address

of the manufacturers and their product lines.  We believe that therefore thisof the manufacturers and their product lines.  We believe that therefore thisof the manufacturers and their product lines.  We believe that therefore thisof the manufacturers and their product lines.  We believe that therefore this

information is sufficient for the purposes of developing further such services.information is sufficient for the purposes of developing further such services.information is sufficient for the purposes of developing further such services.information is sufficient for the purposes of developing further such services.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, would the Secretary not agree that thereMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, would the Secretary not agree that thereMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, would the Secretary not agree that thereMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, would the Secretary not agree that there

should be something more available to trade and industry than the information obtainedshould be something more available to trade and industry than the information obtainedshould be something more available to trade and industry than the information obtainedshould be something more available to trade and industry than the information obtained

from manufacturers?  I am thinking particularly about import/export information.from manufacturers?  I am thinking particularly about import/export information.from manufacturers?  I am thinking particularly about import/export information.from manufacturers?  I am thinking particularly about import/export information.

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I think in many cases the typeSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I think in many cases the typeSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I think in many cases the typeSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I think in many cases the type

of information referred to by Mr McGREGOR would involve commercially confidentialof information referred to by Mr McGREGOR would involve commercially confidentialof information referred to by Mr McGREGOR would involve commercially confidentialof information referred to by Mr McGREGOR would involve commercially confidential

data and it would not be appropriate for the Government to disclose such informationdata and it would not be appropriate for the Government to disclose such informationdata and it would not be appropriate for the Government to disclose such informationdata and it would not be appropriate for the Government to disclose such information

to third parties without the consent of the people supplying the data.to third parties without the consent of the people supplying the data.to third parties without the consent of the people supplying the data.to third parties without the consent of the people supplying the data.



MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, if the particular importer or exporter has tickedMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, if the particular importer or exporter has tickedMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, if the particular importer or exporter has tickedMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, if the particular importer or exporter has ticked

a particular box in their return saying that they have no objection to having thisa particular box in their return saying that they have no objection to having thisa particular box in their return saying that they have no objection to having thisa particular box in their return saying that they have no objection to having this

information divulged to third parties, would the Administration make this informationinformation divulged to third parties, would the Administration make this informationinformation divulged to third parties, would the Administration make this informationinformation divulged to third parties, would the Administration make this information

available?available?available?available?

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, at present we do not ask tradersSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, at present we do not ask tradersSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, at present we do not ask tradersSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, at present we do not ask traders

or manufacturers to provide information or advice as to whether or not they have anyor manufacturers to provide information or advice as to whether or not they have anyor manufacturers to provide information or advice as to whether or not they have anyor manufacturers to provide information or advice as to whether or not they have any

objection to having their information disclosed to third parties.objection to having their information disclosed to third parties.objection to having their information disclosed to third parties.objection to having their information disclosed to third parties.

MR PETER WONG: Why not, Mr Deputy President?MR PETER WONG: Why not, Mr Deputy President?MR PETER WONG: Why not, Mr Deputy President?MR PETER WONG: Why not, Mr Deputy President?

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, it is our function toSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, it is our function toSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, it is our function toSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, it is our function to

facilitate trade rather than to hinder trade and we believe that the sort of datafacilitate trade rather than to hinder trade and we believe that the sort of datafacilitate trade rather than to hinder trade and we believe that the sort of datafacilitate trade rather than to hinder trade and we believe that the sort of data

or information required of traders and manufacturers on application for certificatesor information required of traders and manufacturers on application for certificatesor information required of traders and manufacturers on application for certificatesor information required of traders and manufacturers on application for certificates

of origin and others should be kept to a minimum.of origin and others should be kept to a minimum.of origin and others should be kept to a minimum.of origin and others should be kept to a minimum.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary not consider the positiveMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary not consider the positiveMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary not consider the positiveMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary not consider the positive

rather than the negative; in other words, instead of waiting for somebody to suggestrather than the negative; in other words, instead of waiting for somebody to suggestrather than the negative; in other words, instead of waiting for somebody to suggestrather than the negative; in other words, instead of waiting for somebody to suggest

that they will give information, could not the Secretary introduce a system wherebythat they will give information, could not the Secretary introduce a system wherebythat they will give information, could not the Secretary introduce a system wherebythat they will give information, could not the Secretary introduce a system whereby

if the givers of information had no objection then the information could be providedif the givers of information had no objection then the information could be providedif the givers of information had no objection then the information could be providedif the givers of information had no objection then the information could be provided

to third parties and thus a positive system of provision of information to trade andto third parties and thus a positive system of provision of information to trade andto third parties and thus a positive system of provision of information to trade andto third parties and thus a positive system of provision of information to trade and

industry be put in place?industry be put in place?industry be put in place?industry be put in place?

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I would have to seek legalSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I would have to seek legalSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I would have to seek legalSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I would have to seek legal

advice on this point before I can inform Mr McGREGOR whether I can consider it.advice on this point before I can inform Mr McGREGOR whether I can consider it.advice on this point before I can inform Mr McGREGOR whether I can consider it.advice on this point before I can inform Mr McGREGOR whether I can consider it.

Fifth freedom of the airFifth freedom of the airFifth freedom of the airFifth freedom of the air

3.3.3.3. DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) which direct air services operating between Hong Kong and other cities arewhich direct air services operating between Hong Kong and other cities arewhich direct air services operating between Hong Kong and other cities arewhich direct air services operating between Hong Kong and other cities are

granted the "fifth freedom of the air";granted the "fifth freedom of the air";granted the "fifth freedom of the air";granted the "fifth freedom of the air";



(b)(b)(b)(b) whether the Administration has compared our level of openness in the grantwhether the Administration has compared our level of openness in the grantwhether the Administration has compared our level of openness in the grantwhether the Administration has compared our level of openness in the grant

of such freedoms to air services with those allowed by other neighbouring countriesof such freedoms to air services with those allowed by other neighbouring countriesof such freedoms to air services with those allowed by other neighbouring countriesof such freedoms to air services with those allowed by other neighbouring countries

in Asia; if so, what the findings are; andin Asia; if so, what the findings are; andin Asia; if so, what the findings are; andin Asia; if so, what the findings are; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) what policy has beenwhat policy has beenwhat policy has beenwhat policy has been adopted by the Administration in the granting of the adopted by the Administration in the granting of the adopted by the Administration in the granting of the adopted by the Administration in the granting of the

fifth freedom in respect of air services for the territory?fifth freedom in respect of air services for the territory?fifth freedom in respect of air services for the territory?fifth freedom in respect of air services for the territory?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, this is a technical questionSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, this is a technical questionSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, this is a technical questionSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, this is a technical question

which I believe is best answered in a single statement rather than by taking eachwhich I believe is best answered in a single statement rather than by taking eachwhich I believe is best answered in a single statement rather than by taking eachwhich I believe is best answered in a single statement rather than by taking each

point seriatim.  For the sake of clarity, I should like to start by explaining whatpoint seriatim.  For the sake of clarity, I should like to start by explaining whatpoint seriatim.  For the sake of clarity, I should like to start by explaining whatpoint seriatim.  For the sake of clarity, I should like to start by explaining what

"fifth freedom" means in air services terms."fifth freedom" means in air services terms."fifth freedom" means in air services terms."fifth freedom" means in air services terms.

International scheduled air services are regulated by bilateral air servicesInternational scheduled air services are regulated by bilateral air servicesInternational scheduled air services are regulated by bilateral air servicesInternational scheduled air services are regulated by bilateral air services

agreements which are binding treaties between governments. Under such arrangementsagreements which are binding treaties between governments. Under such arrangementsagreements which are binding treaties between governments. Under such arrangementsagreements which are binding treaties between governments. Under such arrangements

the airline or airlines of each party are permitted to carry traffic on scheduledthe airline or airlines of each party are permitted to carry traffic on scheduledthe airline or airlines of each party are permitted to carry traffic on scheduledthe airline or airlines of each party are permitted to carry traffic on scheduled

services between each other's area.  These services are known as third and fourthservices between each other's area.  These services are known as third and fourthservices between each other's area.  These services are known as third and fourthservices between each other's area.  These services are known as third and fourth

freedom services.freedom services.freedom services.freedom services.

Fifth freedoFifth freedoFifth freedoFifth freedom services involve the carriage of traffic between the area of onem services involve the carriage of traffic between the area of onem services involve the carriage of traffic between the area of onem services involve the carriage of traffic between the area of one

of the contracting parties and that of a third party.  The agreement of that thirdof the contracting parties and that of a third party.  The agreement of that thirdof the contracting parties and that of a third party.  The agreement of that thirdof the contracting parties and that of a third party.  The agreement of that third

party is, of course, required before such services can be operated. For example, ifparty is, of course, required before such services can be operated. For example, ifparty is, of course, required before such services can be operated. For example, ifparty is, of course, required before such services can be operated. For example, if

a third party airline operates from its own country via Tokyo to Hong Kong and picksa third party airline operates from its own country via Tokyo to Hong Kong and picksa third party airline operates from its own country via Tokyo to Hong Kong and picksa third party airline operates from its own country via Tokyo to Hong Kong and picks

up traffic in Tokyo and discharges it in Hong Kong and vice versa, that is an exampleup traffic in Tokyo and discharges it in Hong Kong and vice versa, that is an exampleup traffic in Tokyo and discharges it in Hong Kong and vice versa, that is an exampleup traffic in Tokyo and discharges it in Hong Kong and vice versa, that is an example

of the exercise of a fifth freedom right and the traffic is referred to as fifth freedomof the exercise of a fifth freedom right and the traffic is referred to as fifth freedomof the exercise of a fifth freedom right and the traffic is referred to as fifth freedomof the exercise of a fifth freedom right and the traffic is referred to as fifth freedom

traffic.  The agreement of all three governments is required for such a service totraffic.  The agreement of all three governments is required for such a service totraffic.  The agreement of all three governments is required for such a service totraffic.  The agreement of all three governments is required for such a service to

operate.operate.operate.operate.

In view of Hong Kong's geographic location in a part of the world which isIn view of Hong Kong's geographic location in a part of the world which isIn view of Hong Kong's geographic location in a part of the world which isIn view of Hong Kong's geographic location in a part of the world which is

currently enjoying rapid growth in air travel it is not surprising that many of ourcurrently enjoying rapid growth in air travel it is not surprising that many of ourcurrently enjoying rapid growth in air travel it is not surprising that many of ourcurrently enjoying rapid growth in air travel it is not surprising that many of our

partners seek fifth freedom traffic rights from us.  Most air services agreementspartners seek fifth freedom traffic rights from us.  Most air services agreementspartners seek fifth freedom traffic rights from us.  Most air services agreementspartners seek fifth freedom traffic rights from us.  Most air services agreements

governing Hong Kong's air services provide for such rights.  It is our policy to grantgoverning Hong Kong's air services provide for such rights.  It is our policy to grantgoverning Hong Kong's air services provide for such rights.  It is our policy to grantgoverning Hong Kong's air services provide for such rights.  It is our policy to grant

fifth freedom rights only if to do so will provide opportunities of equal value tofifth freedom rights only if to do so will provide opportunities of equal value tofifth freedom rights only if to do so will provide opportunities of equal value tofifth freedom rights only if to do so will provide opportunities of equal value to

Hong Kong and to Hong Kong airlines.  We are not unique in this approach; no governmentHong Kong and to Hong Kong airlines.  We are not unique in this approach; no governmentHong Kong and to Hong Kong airlines.  We are not unique in this approach; no governmentHong Kong and to Hong Kong airlines.  We are not unique in this approach; no government

gives away valuable rights without an appropriate quid pro quo.gives away valuable rights without an appropriate quid pro quo.gives away valuable rights without an appropriate quid pro quo.gives away valuable rights without an appropriate quid pro quo.

The willingness of any government to grant fifth freedom traffic rights variesThe willingness of any government to grant fifth freedom traffic rights variesThe willingness of any government to grant fifth freedom traffic rights variesThe willingness of any government to grant fifth freedom traffic rights varies

depending on their aims and perspectives.  For this reason there would be little valuedepending on their aims and perspectives.  For this reason there would be little valuedepending on their aims and perspectives.  For this reason there would be little valuedepending on their aims and perspectives.  For this reason there would be little value

in attempting to compare our willingness to grant fifth freedom rights with thein attempting to compare our willingness to grant fifth freedom rights with thein attempting to compare our willingness to grant fifth freedom rights with thein attempting to compare our willingness to grant fifth freedom rights with the



willingness of other governments to do so.  But I can assure Members that, as farwillingness of other governments to do so.  But I can assure Members that, as farwillingness of other governments to do so.  But I can assure Members that, as farwillingness of other governments to do so.  But I can assure Members that, as far

as this government is concerned, each request for fifth freedom rights is judged onas this government is concerned, each request for fifth freedom rights is judged onas this government is concerned, each request for fifth freedom rights is judged onas this government is concerned, each request for fifth freedom rights is judged on

its merits.its merits.its merits.its merits.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): The Administration has not answered the first andDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): The Administration has not answered the first andDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): The Administration has not answered the first andDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): The Administration has not answered the first and

second parts of my question, which makes it impossible for us to know whether or notsecond parts of my question, which makes it impossible for us to know whether or notsecond parts of my question, which makes it impossible for us to know whether or notsecond parts of my question, which makes it impossible for us to know whether or not

the current policy is more detrimental than beneficial to Hong Kong.  I thereforethe current policy is more detrimental than beneficial to Hong Kong.  I thereforethe current policy is more detrimental than beneficial to Hong Kong.  I thereforethe current policy is more detrimental than beneficial to Hong Kong.  I therefore

request that a written reply to the first and second parts of my question be providedrequest that a written reply to the first and second parts of my question be providedrequest that a written reply to the first and second parts of my question be providedrequest that a written reply to the first and second parts of my question be provided

by the Administration.  However, I would like to ask now: If an increase in theby the Administration.  However, I would like to ask now: If an increase in theby the Administration.  However, I would like to ask now: If an increase in theby the Administration.  However, I would like to ask now: If an increase in the

frequency and capacity of flights is conducive to bringing about a cut in freightfrequency and capacity of flights is conducive to bringing about a cut in freightfrequency and capacity of flights is conducive to bringing about a cut in freightfrequency and capacity of flights is conducive to bringing about a cut in freight

charges, the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters can thereby be enhanced.  It hascharges, the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters can thereby be enhanced.  It hascharges, the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters can thereby be enhanced.  It hascharges, the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters can thereby be enhanced.  It has

been estimated that a cut of 10% in freight charges will lead to an increase of onebeen estimated that a cut of 10% in freight charges will lead to an increase of onebeen estimated that a cut of 10% in freight charges will lead to an increase of onebeen estimated that a cut of 10% in freight charges will lead to an increase of one

percentage point in Gross Domestic Product.  Is it the Administration's currentpercentage point in Gross Domestic Product.  Is it the Administration's currentpercentage point in Gross Domestic Product.  Is it the Administration's currentpercentage point in Gross Domestic Product.  Is it the Administration's current

policy to protect the interests of certain airlines at the expense of Hong Kong'spolicy to protect the interests of certain airlines at the expense of Hong Kong'spolicy to protect the interests of certain airlines at the expense of Hong Kong'spolicy to protect the interests of certain airlines at the expense of Hong Kong's

exports?exports?exports?exports?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How much of this can you answer now, Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How much of this can you answer now, Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How much of this can you answer now, Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How much of this can you answer now, Secretary?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, it is not that I am trying toSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, it is not that I am trying toSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, it is not that I am trying toSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, it is not that I am trying to

evade an answer.  I would point out that there are 48 airlines operating servicesevade an answer.  I would point out that there are 48 airlines operating servicesevade an answer.  I would point out that there are 48 airlines operating servicesevade an answer.  I would point out that there are 48 airlines operating services

from Hong Kong directly to 85 cities.  All of the traffic rights that are currentlyfrom Hong Kong directly to 85 cities.  All of the traffic rights that are currentlyfrom Hong Kong directly to 85 cities.  All of the traffic rights that are currentlyfrom Hong Kong directly to 85 cities.  All of the traffic rights that are currently

exercised are readily available in published schedules of airlines.  But if Dr HUANGexercised are readily available in published schedules of airlines.  But if Dr HUANGexercised are readily available in published schedules of airlines.  But if Dr HUANGexercised are readily available in published schedules of airlines.  But if Dr HUANG

wishes me to supply those in writing, then I will of course have to be given timewishes me to supply those in writing, then I will of course have to be given timewishes me to supply those in writing, then I will of course have to be given timewishes me to supply those in writing, then I will of course have to be given time

to gather this. (Annex I)to gather this. (Annex I)to gather this. (Annex I)to gather this. (Annex I)

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, can the Administration giveDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, can the Administration giveDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, can the Administration giveDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, can the Administration give

an oral reply today to the second part of my question?an oral reply today to the second part of my question?an oral reply today to the second part of my question?an oral reply today to the second part of my question?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There was a Part Two, I think, to Dr HUANG's supplementary.  DoDEPUTY PRESIDENT: There was a Part Two, I think, to Dr HUANG's supplementary.  DoDEPUTY PRESIDENT: There was a Part Two, I think, to Dr HUANG's supplementary.  DoDEPUTY PRESIDENT: There was a Part Two, I think, to Dr HUANG's supplementary.  Do

you want it put again, Secretary?you want it put again, Secretary?you want it put again, Secretary?you want it put again, Secretary?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I do not have anything to addSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I do not have anything to addSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I do not have anything to addSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I do not have anything to add

to my principal reply.to my principal reply.to my principal reply.to my principal reply.



DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would you like to rephrase your second supplementary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would you like to rephrase your second supplementary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would you like to rephrase your second supplementary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would you like to rephrase your second supplementary?

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I only wish to ask whether theDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I only wish to ask whether theDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I only wish to ask whether theDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I only wish to ask whether the

Administration's current policy is to protect the profits of certain airlines at theAdministration's current policy is to protect the profits of certain airlines at theAdministration's current policy is to protect the profits of certain airlines at theAdministration's current policy is to protect the profits of certain airlines at the

expense of export trade?  The rationale is that a cut in freight charges will enhanceexpense of export trade?  The rationale is that a cut in freight charges will enhanceexpense of export trade?  The rationale is that a cut in freight charges will enhanceexpense of export trade?  The rationale is that a cut in freight charges will enhance

the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters.  It has been estimated that a cut of 10%the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters.  It has been estimated that a cut of 10%the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters.  It has been estimated that a cut of 10%the competitiveness of Hong Kong exporters.  It has been estimated that a cut of 10%

in freight charges will translate into a 1% growth in Gross Domestic Product.in freight charges will translate into a 1% growth in Gross Domestic Product.in freight charges will translate into a 1% growth in Gross Domestic Product.in freight charges will translate into a 1% growth in Gross Domestic Product.

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I could pick out oneSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I could pick out oneSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I could pick out oneSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I could pick out one

or two of the important points in my principal reply in answer to the supplementaryor two of the important points in my principal reply in answer to the supplementaryor two of the important points in my principal reply in answer to the supplementaryor two of the important points in my principal reply in answer to the supplementary

question.  I have pointed out that we are always ready to discuss and exchange fifthquestion.  I have pointed out that we are always ready to discuss and exchange fifthquestion.  I have pointed out that we are always ready to discuss and exchange fifthquestion.  I have pointed out that we are always ready to discuss and exchange fifth

freedom traffic rights with our partners provided that this is done in the contextfreedom traffic rights with our partners provided that this is done in the contextfreedom traffic rights with our partners provided that this is done in the contextfreedom traffic rights with our partners provided that this is done in the context

of a balanced package.  We have often heard claims that we are illiberal in ourof a balanced package.  We have often heard claims that we are illiberal in ourof a balanced package.  We have often heard claims that we are illiberal in ourof a balanced package.  We have often heard claims that we are illiberal in our

granting of fifth freedom rights, but every time that we ask for evidence to be adducedgranting of fifth freedom rights, but every time that we ask for evidence to be adducedgranting of fifth freedom rights, but every time that we ask for evidence to be adducedgranting of fifth freedom rights, but every time that we ask for evidence to be adduced

as to capacity, constraints or inadequacy, we have not been supplied with such data.as to capacity, constraints or inadequacy, we have not been supplied with such data.as to capacity, constraints or inadequacy, we have not been supplied with such data.as to capacity, constraints or inadequacy, we have not been supplied with such data.

If we are ever supplied with such data, we will of course act on the data and adjustIf we are ever supplied with such data, we will of course act on the data and adjustIf we are ever supplied with such data, we will of course act on the data and adjustIf we are ever supplied with such data, we will of course act on the data and adjust

our negotiating stance accordingly.our negotiating stance accordingly.our negotiating stance accordingly.our negotiating stance accordingly.

MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary in her reply referred to 48MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary in her reply referred to 48MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary in her reply referred to 48MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary in her reply referred to 48

international airlines operating in and out of Hong Kong and as far as I am awareinternational airlines operating in and out of Hong Kong and as far as I am awareinternational airlines operating in and out of Hong Kong and as far as I am awareinternational airlines operating in and out of Hong Kong and as far as I am aware

there are a total of three Hong Kong airlines also. With regard to opportunities ofthere are a total of three Hong Kong airlines also. With regard to opportunities ofthere are a total of three Hong Kong airlines also. With regard to opportunities ofthere are a total of three Hong Kong airlines also. With regard to opportunities of

equal value, can the Secretary tell us, for instance on the Hong Kong-trans-Pacificequal value, can the Secretary tell us, for instance on the Hong Kong-trans-Pacificequal value, can the Secretary tell us, for instance on the Hong Kong-trans-Pacificequal value, can the Secretary tell us, for instance on the Hong Kong-trans-Pacific

route, whether the balance between Hong Kong airlines and non-Hong Kong airlinesroute, whether the balance between Hong Kong airlines and non-Hong Kong airlinesroute, whether the balance between Hong Kong airlines and non-Hong Kong airlinesroute, whether the balance between Hong Kong airlines and non-Hong Kong airlines

reflects in any way Hong Kong's liberal policy?reflects in any way Hong Kong's liberal policy?reflects in any way Hong Kong's liberal policy?reflects in any way Hong Kong's liberal policy?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I think in statisticsSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I think in statisticsSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I think in statisticsSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I think in statistics

published by the Hong Kong Tourist Association last year it is apparent that in termspublished by the Hong Kong Tourist Association last year it is apparent that in termspublished by the Hong Kong Tourist Association last year it is apparent that in termspublished by the Hong Kong Tourist Association last year it is apparent that in terms

of inbound traffic into Hong Kong, Hong Kong airlines only took up 34% of the entireof inbound traffic into Hong Kong, Hong Kong airlines only took up 34% of the entireof inbound traffic into Hong Kong, Hong Kong airlines only took up 34% of the entireof inbound traffic into Hong Kong, Hong Kong airlines only took up 34% of the entire

traffic; in respect of outbound traffic Hong Kong airlines took up 36% of the traffic,traffic; in respect of outbound traffic Hong Kong airlines took up 36% of the traffic,traffic; in respect of outbound traffic Hong Kong airlines took up 36% of the traffic,traffic; in respect of outbound traffic Hong Kong airlines took up 36% of the traffic,

that is to say, passenger traffic.  In respect of inbound cargo traffic, only 34%that is to say, passenger traffic.  In respect of inbound cargo traffic, only 34%that is to say, passenger traffic.  In respect of inbound cargo traffic, only 34%that is to say, passenger traffic.  In respect of inbound cargo traffic, only 34%

was taken up by Hong Kong airlines, and outbound traffic, only 24%.was taken up by Hong Kong airlines, and outbound traffic, only 24%.was taken up by Hong Kong airlines, and outbound traffic, only 24%.was taken up by Hong Kong airlines, and outbound traffic, only 24%.



MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the fourth paragraph of her reply,MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the fourth paragraph of her reply,MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the fourth paragraph of her reply,MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the fourth paragraph of her reply,

the Secretary mentioned that it was in consideration of that Hong Kong will be providedthe Secretary mentioned that it was in consideration of that Hong Kong will be providedthe Secretary mentioned that it was in consideration of that Hong Kong will be providedthe Secretary mentioned that it was in consideration of that Hong Kong will be provided

with similar opportunities of equal value that we granted fifth freedom rights.  Dowith similar opportunities of equal value that we granted fifth freedom rights.  Dowith similar opportunities of equal value that we granted fifth freedom rights.  Dowith similar opportunities of equal value that we granted fifth freedom rights.  Do

such opportunities of equal value mean opportunities provided only to certainsuch opportunities of equal value mean opportunities provided only to certainsuch opportunities of equal value mean opportunities provided only to certainsuch opportunities of equal value mean opportunities provided only to certain

airlines of Hong Kong and have the costs paid by the public of Hong Kong for air freightairlines of Hong Kong and have the costs paid by the public of Hong Kong for air freightairlines of Hong Kong and have the costs paid by the public of Hong Kong for air freightairlines of Hong Kong and have the costs paid by the public of Hong Kong for air freight

or postal services been included in the calculation of such opportunities of equalor postal services been included in the calculation of such opportunities of equalor postal services been included in the calculation of such opportunities of equalor postal services been included in the calculation of such opportunities of equal

value?value?value?value?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, in our negotiating stance weSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, in our negotiating stance weSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, in our negotiating stance weSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, in our negotiating stance we

have regard first of all to consumers' interests but we are also anxious at the samehave regard first of all to consumers' interests but we are also anxious at the samehave regard first of all to consumers' interests but we are also anxious at the samehave regard first of all to consumers' interests but we are also anxious at the same

time to ensure that Hong Kong airlines do not lose out to foreign airlines and attime to ensure that Hong Kong airlines do not lose out to foreign airlines and attime to ensure that Hong Kong airlines do not lose out to foreign airlines and attime to ensure that Hong Kong airlines do not lose out to foreign airlines and at

the expense of Hong Kong travellers.the expense of Hong Kong travellers.the expense of Hong Kong travellers.the expense of Hong Kong travellers.

MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to follow up Mr JamesMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to follow up Mr JamesMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to follow up Mr JamesMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to follow up Mr James

TO's question.  Will the Administration inform this Council of the principal factorsTO's question.  Will the Administration inform this Council of the principal factorsTO's question.  Will the Administration inform this Council of the principal factorsTO's question.  Will the Administration inform this Council of the principal factors

taken into consideration for the granting of Hong Kong's fifth freedom rights?  Fortaken into consideration for the granting of Hong Kong's fifth freedom rights?  Fortaken into consideration for the granting of Hong Kong's fifth freedom rights?  Fortaken into consideration for the granting of Hong Kong's fifth freedom rights?  For

instance, forwarding companies may reduce their charges because of the granting ofinstance, forwarding companies may reduce their charges because of the granting ofinstance, forwarding companies may reduce their charges because of the granting ofinstance, forwarding companies may reduce their charges because of the granting of

such traffic rights; will Hong Kong people be benefited as a result?such traffic rights; will Hong Kong people be benefited as a result?such traffic rights; will Hong Kong people be benefited as a result?such traffic rights; will Hong Kong people be benefited as a result?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, that question seems to suggestSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, that question seems to suggestSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, that question seems to suggestSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, that question seems to suggest

that capacity for cargo at the moment is inadequate.  As I have pointed out in answerthat capacity for cargo at the moment is inadequate.  As I have pointed out in answerthat capacity for cargo at the moment is inadequate.  As I have pointed out in answerthat capacity for cargo at the moment is inadequate.  As I have pointed out in answer

to an earlier supplementary question asked by Mr Howard YOUNG, it is apparent thatto an earlier supplementary question asked by Mr Howard YOUNG, it is apparent thatto an earlier supplementary question asked by Mr Howard YOUNG, it is apparent thatto an earlier supplementary question asked by Mr Howard YOUNG, it is apparent that

Hong Kong airlines only account for a very small percentage of cargo traffic and thatHong Kong airlines only account for a very small percentage of cargo traffic and thatHong Kong airlines only account for a very small percentage of cargo traffic and thatHong Kong airlines only account for a very small percentage of cargo traffic and that

there is plenty of competition.  As I have also pointed out, we have yet to be giventhere is plenty of competition.  As I have also pointed out, we have yet to be giventhere is plenty of competition.  As I have also pointed out, we have yet to be giventhere is plenty of competition.  As I have also pointed out, we have yet to be given

evidence that capacity is inadequate at present.evidence that capacity is inadequate at present.evidence that capacity is inadequate at present.evidence that capacity is inadequate at present.

Quarters for civil servants in the Hospital AuthorityQuarters for civil servants in the Hospital AuthorityQuarters for civil servants in the Hospital AuthorityQuarters for civil servants in the Hospital Authority

4.4.4.4. MR MICHAEL HO asked (in Cantonese): As about 70% of the civil servants in theMR MICHAEL HO asked (in Cantonese): As about 70% of the civil servants in theMR MICHAEL HO asked (in Cantonese): As about 70% of the civil servants in theMR MICHAEL HO asked (in Cantonese): As about 70% of the civil servants in the

Hospital Authority (HA) have not opted to transfer to the HA, will Government informHospital Authority (HA) have not opted to transfer to the HA, will Government informHospital Authority (HA) have not opted to transfer to the HA, will Government informHospital Authority (HA) have not opted to transfer to the HA, will Government inform

this Council whether the quarters allocation ratio and progress in respect of medicalthis Council whether the quarters allocation ratio and progress in respect of medicalthis Council whether the quarters allocation ratio and progress in respect of medicalthis Council whether the quarters allocation ratio and progress in respect of medical

and nursing staff who retain their civil servant status are comparable to theand nursing staff who retain their civil servant status are comparable to theand nursing staff who retain their civil servant status are comparable to theand nursing staff who retain their civil servant status are comparable to the

situation before the establishment of the HA; whether the Government can give ansituation before the establishment of the HA; whether the Government can give ansituation before the establishment of the HA; whether the Government can give ansituation before the establishment of the HA; whether the Government can give an



assurance that those officers' entitlement to quarters and the actual allocation ofassurance that those officers' entitlement to quarters and the actual allocation ofassurance that those officers' entitlement to quarters and the actual allocation ofassurance that those officers' entitlement to quarters and the actual allocation of

quarters to them will continue until they leave the civil service; and how many ofquarters to them will continue until they leave the civil service; and how many ofquarters to them will continue until they leave the civil service; and how many ofquarters to them will continue until they leave the civil service; and how many of

the aforesaid medical and nursing staff excluding student nurses were grantedthe aforesaid medical and nursing staff excluding student nurses were grantedthe aforesaid medical and nursing staff excluding student nurses were grantedthe aforesaid medical and nursing staff excluding student nurses were granted

quarters in the past seven months?quarters in the past seven months?quarters in the past seven months?quarters in the past seven months?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, before the Hospital AuthoritySECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, before the Hospital AuthoritySECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, before the Hospital AuthoritySECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, before the Hospital Authority

(HA) took over the management of public hospitals on    1 December 1991, 7.9% of the(HA) took over the management of public hospitals on    1 December 1991, 7.9% of the(HA) took over the management of public hospitals on    1 December 1991, 7.9% of the(HA) took over the management of public hospitals on    1 December 1991, 7.9% of the

medical, nursing and paramedical staff (excluding trainees) working in the Hospitalmedical, nursing and paramedical staff (excluding trainees) working in the Hospitalmedical, nursing and paramedical staff (excluding trainees) working in the Hospitalmedical, nursing and paramedical staff (excluding trainees) working in the Hospital

Services Department  resided in departmental quarters.  The comparative figure forServices Department  resided in departmental quarters.  The comparative figure forServices Department  resided in departmental quarters.  The comparative figure forServices Department  resided in departmental quarters.  The comparative figure for

those who retain their civil servant status while working under the Hospital Authoritythose who retain their civil servant status while working under the Hospital Authoritythose who retain their civil servant status while working under the Hospital Authoritythose who retain their civil servant status while working under the Hospital Authority

is 7.4% as at          31 May 1992.is 7.4% as at          31 May 1992.is 7.4% as at          31 May 1992.is 7.4% as at          31 May 1992.

Departmental quarters are justified on grounds of operational need. The HospitalDepartmental quarters are justified on grounds of operational need. The HospitalDepartmental quarters are justified on grounds of operational need. The HospitalDepartmental quarters are justified on grounds of operational need. The Hospital

Authority sees no such need, and therefore these quarters may be made available forAuthority sees no such need, and therefore these quarters may be made available forAuthority sees no such need, and therefore these quarters may be made available forAuthority sees no such need, and therefore these quarters may be made available for

alternative use.  However, arrangements have been worked out for all civil servantsalternative use.  However, arrangements have been worked out for all civil servantsalternative use.  However, arrangements have been worked out for all civil servantsalternative use.  However, arrangements have been worked out for all civil servants

residing in departmental quarters on 1 December 1991 to retain their eligibility untilresiding in departmental quarters on 1 December 1991 to retain their eligibility untilresiding in departmental quarters on 1 December 1991 to retain their eligibility untilresiding in departmental quarters on 1 December 1991 to retain their eligibility until

their three-year option period for transfer to the Hospital Authority expires on 30their three-year option period for transfer to the Hospital Authority expires on 30their three-year option period for transfer to the Hospital Authority expires on 30their three-year option period for transfer to the Hospital Authority expires on 30

November 1994, or until they leave the civil service, whichever is the earlier.  ANovember 1994, or until they leave the civil service, whichever is the earlier.  ANovember 1994, or until they leave the civil service, whichever is the earlier.  ANovember 1994, or until they leave the civil service, whichever is the earlier.  A

firm assurance in this regard has been conveyed to the staff through establishedfirm assurance in this regard has been conveyed to the staff through establishedfirm assurance in this regard has been conveyed to the staff through establishedfirm assurance in this regard has been conveyed to the staff through established

communication channels.communication channels.communication channels.communication channels.

Since the transfer of management responsibility to the Hospital Authority on 1Since the transfer of management responsibility to the Hospital Authority on 1Since the transfer of management responsibility to the Hospital Authority on 1Since the transfer of management responsibility to the Hospital Authority on 1

December 1991, the Hospital Services Department has not allocated any more suchDecember 1991, the Hospital Services Department has not allocated any more suchDecember 1991, the Hospital Services Department has not allocated any more suchDecember 1991, the Hospital Services Department has not allocated any more such

quarters.quarters.quarters.quarters.

Nurse trainees and interns will continue to be entitled to occupy quarters inNurse trainees and interns will continue to be entitled to occupy quarters inNurse trainees and interns will continue to be entitled to occupy quarters inNurse trainees and interns will continue to be entitled to occupy quarters in

recognition of the need for them to reside in hospitals as part of their overallrecognition of the need for them to reside in hospitals as part of their overallrecognition of the need for them to reside in hospitals as part of their overallrecognition of the need for them to reside in hospitals as part of their overall

training programme.training programme.training programme.training programme.

MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council why under the current situation, that is, officers can only move outthis Council why under the current situation, that is, officers can only move outthis Council why under the current situation, that is, officers can only move outthis Council why under the current situation, that is, officers can only move out

of quarters rather than applying for occupation, civil servants working in hospitalsof quarters rather than applying for occupation, civil servants working in hospitalsof quarters rather than applying for occupation, civil servants working in hospitalsof quarters rather than applying for occupation, civil servants working in hospitals

are not allocated these quarters as the Government may well let civil servants ofare not allocated these quarters as the Government may well let civil servants ofare not allocated these quarters as the Government may well let civil servants ofare not allocated these quarters as the Government may well let civil servants of

other grades occupy these quarters?other grades occupy these quarters?other grades occupy these quarters?other grades occupy these quarters?



SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the fact remains that sinceSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the fact remains that sinceSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the fact remains that sinceSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the fact remains that since

the Hospital Authority has taken the view that there is no operational need forthe Hospital Authority has taken the view that there is no operational need forthe Hospital Authority has taken the view that there is no operational need forthe Hospital Authority has taken the view that there is no operational need for

departmental quarters, there is therefore no justifiable ground for additionaldepartmental quarters, there is therefore no justifiable ground for additionaldepartmental quarters, there is therefore no justifiable ground for additionaldepartmental quarters, there is therefore no justifiable ground for additional

allocation of these quarters.  The present arrangement of allowing the existingallocation of these quarters.  The present arrangement of allowing the existingallocation of these quarters.  The present arrangement of allowing the existingallocation of these quarters.  The present arrangement of allowing the existing

occupants to continue to occupy quarters is a special concession to avoid causingoccupants to continue to occupy quarters is a special concession to avoid causingoccupants to continue to occupy quarters is a special concession to avoid causingoccupants to continue to occupy quarters is a special concession to avoid causing

unnecessary disruption and hardship to those officers already residing inunnecessary disruption and hardship to those officers already residing inunnecessary disruption and hardship to those officers already residing inunnecessary disruption and hardship to those officers already residing in

departmental quarters.departmental quarters.departmental quarters.departmental quarters.

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary confirmMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary confirmMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary confirmMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary confirm

whether there is a larger number of units vacant among quarters for occupation bywhether there is a larger number of units vacant among quarters for occupation bywhether there is a larger number of units vacant among quarters for occupation bywhether there is a larger number of units vacant among quarters for occupation by

nurses?  If yes, why are these units left vacant instead of being allocated to civilnurses?  If yes, why are these units left vacant instead of being allocated to civilnurses?  If yes, why are these units left vacant instead of being allocated to civilnurses?  If yes, why are these units left vacant instead of being allocated to civil

servants who have not yet transferred to the Hospital Authority?servants who have not yet transferred to the Hospital Authority?servants who have not yet transferred to the Hospital Authority?servants who have not yet transferred to the Hospital Authority?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the alternative use ofSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the alternative use ofSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the alternative use ofSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the alternative use of

departmental quarters relinquished by the Hospital Authority is being studied anddepartmental quarters relinquished by the Hospital Authority is being studied anddepartmental quarters relinquished by the Hospital Authority is being studied anddepartmental quarters relinquished by the Hospital Authority is being studied and

is under active consideration between the Hospital Authority and the relevantis under active consideration between the Hospital Authority and the relevantis under active consideration between the Hospital Authority and the relevantis under active consideration between the Hospital Authority and the relevant

government departments.  The point made by Mr LEE will be certainly borne in mind.government departments.  The point made by Mr LEE will be certainly borne in mind.government departments.  The point made by Mr LEE will be certainly borne in mind.government departments.  The point made by Mr LEE will be certainly borne in mind.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I really do not understand whyDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I really do not understand whyDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I really do not understand whyDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I really do not understand why

the Secretary mentioned in the second paragraph of her reply that the Hospitalthe Secretary mentioned in the second paragraph of her reply that the Hospitalthe Secretary mentioned in the second paragraph of her reply that the Hospitalthe Secretary mentioned in the second paragraph of her reply that the Hospital

Authority saw no such need where medical staff on transferring to the HospitalAuthority saw no such need where medical staff on transferring to the HospitalAuthority saw no such need where medical staff on transferring to the HospitalAuthority saw no such need where medical staff on transferring to the Hospital

Authority will in fact be doing the same kind of work before the transfer.  Why doesAuthority will in fact be doing the same kind of work before the transfer.  Why doesAuthority will in fact be doing the same kind of work before the transfer.  Why doesAuthority will in fact be doing the same kind of work before the transfer.  Why does

the Hospital Authority see "no such need" on taking over the management?  Is itthe Hospital Authority see "no such need" on taking over the management?  Is itthe Hospital Authority see "no such need" on taking over the management?  Is itthe Hospital Authority see "no such need" on taking over the management?  Is it

indicating that a decision made in the past was incorrect and that we are beingindicating that a decision made in the past was incorrect and that we are beingindicating that a decision made in the past was incorrect and that we are beingindicating that a decision made in the past was incorrect and that we are being

progressive now?progressive now?progressive now?progressive now?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explain thatSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explain thatSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explain thatSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explain that

we are talking about the former departmental quarters which in the view of the Hospitalwe are talking about the former departmental quarters which in the view of the Hospitalwe are talking about the former departmental quarters which in the view of the Hospitalwe are talking about the former departmental quarters which in the view of the Hospital

Authority constitute part of remuneration.  So in the cash allowance payable to theAuthority constitute part of remuneration.  So in the cash allowance payable to theAuthority constitute part of remuneration.  So in the cash allowance payable to theAuthority constitute part of remuneration.  So in the cash allowance payable to the

Hospital Authority staff who have opted for Hospital Authority terms, there is anHospital Authority staff who have opted for Hospital Authority terms, there is anHospital Authority staff who have opted for Hospital Authority terms, there is anHospital Authority staff who have opted for Hospital Authority terms, there is an

element which takes into account the former occupation of the then departmentalelement which takes into account the former occupation of the then departmentalelement which takes into account the former occupation of the then departmentalelement which takes into account the former occupation of the then departmental

quarters.quarters.quarters.quarters.



MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up the

supplementary raised by Dr Conrad LAM.  Given that the cash allowance has taken intosupplementary raised by Dr Conrad LAM.  Given that the cash allowance has taken intosupplementary raised by Dr Conrad LAM.  Given that the cash allowance has taken intosupplementary raised by Dr Conrad LAM.  Given that the cash allowance has taken into

account the quarters entitlement of staff who opted for the Hospital Authority termsaccount the quarters entitlement of staff who opted for the Hospital Authority termsaccount the quarters entitlement of staff who opted for the Hospital Authority termsaccount the quarters entitlement of staff who opted for the Hospital Authority terms

while those who elected to remain in the Civil Service are not entitled to suchwhile those who elected to remain in the Civil Service are not entitled to suchwhile those who elected to remain in the Civil Service are not entitled to suchwhile those who elected to remain in the Civil Service are not entitled to such

benefits, why are the latter not allowed to continue to occupy civil service quarters?benefits, why are the latter not allowed to continue to occupy civil service quarters?benefits, why are the latter not allowed to continue to occupy civil service quarters?benefits, why are the latter not allowed to continue to occupy civil service quarters?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: I would like, Mr Deputy President, to go back toSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: I would like, Mr Deputy President, to go back toSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: I would like, Mr Deputy President, to go back toSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: I would like, Mr Deputy President, to go back to

my main reply which stated quite clearly that operational need for departmentalmy main reply which stated quite clearly that operational need for departmentalmy main reply which stated quite clearly that operational need for departmentalmy main reply which stated quite clearly that operational need for departmental

quarters would be the basic justification for the provision of departmental quarters.quarters would be the basic justification for the provision of departmental quarters.quarters would be the basic justification for the provision of departmental quarters.quarters would be the basic justification for the provision of departmental quarters.

Since the Hospital Authority has taken the view, as reflected in the cash allowanceSince the Hospital Authority has taken the view, as reflected in the cash allowanceSince the Hospital Authority has taken the view, as reflected in the cash allowanceSince the Hospital Authority has taken the view, as reflected in the cash allowance

payable, that there is no operational need for departmental quarters -- in lieu ofpayable, that there is no operational need for departmental quarters -- in lieu ofpayable, that there is no operational need for departmental quarters -- in lieu ofpayable, that there is no operational need for departmental quarters -- in lieu of

which they are providing call rooms and overnight rooms for those staff who have thewhich they are providing call rooms and overnight rooms for those staff who have thewhich they are providing call rooms and overnight rooms for those staff who have thewhich they are providing call rooms and overnight rooms for those staff who have the

need to stay in the vicinity of the hospital -- there is no need for allocation ofneed to stay in the vicinity of the hospital -- there is no need for allocation ofneed to stay in the vicinity of the hospital -- there is no need for allocation ofneed to stay in the vicinity of the hospital -- there is no need for allocation of

any departmental quarters.any departmental quarters.any departmental quarters.any departmental quarters.

Overseas recruitment of Administrative OfficersOverseas recruitment of Administrative OfficersOverseas recruitment of Administrative OfficersOverseas recruitment of Administrative Officers

5.5.5.5. DR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the year 1990-91, a total of three AdministrativeDR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the year 1990-91, a total of three AdministrativeDR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the year 1990-91, a total of three AdministrativeDR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the year 1990-91, a total of three Administrative

Officers were recruited by the seven overseas recruitment centres of the GovernmentOfficers were recruited by the seven overseas recruitment centres of the GovernmentOfficers were recruited by the seven overseas recruitment centres of the GovernmentOfficers were recruited by the seven overseas recruitment centres of the Government

at the cost of HK$962,581; that is to say, some HK$320,000 each.  In view of the lowat the cost of HK$962,581; that is to say, some HK$320,000 each.  In view of the lowat the cost of HK$962,581; that is to say, some HK$320,000 each.  In view of the lowat the cost of HK$962,581; that is to say, some HK$320,000 each.  In view of the low

number of successful recruits in the past few years against the ever increasing costsnumber of successful recruits in the past few years against the ever increasing costsnumber of successful recruits in the past few years against the ever increasing costsnumber of successful recruits in the past few years against the ever increasing costs

of overseas recruitment, will the Secretary for the Civil Service inform this Councilof overseas recruitment, will the Secretary for the Civil Service inform this Councilof overseas recruitment, will the Secretary for the Civil Service inform this Councilof overseas recruitment, will the Secretary for the Civil Service inform this Council

of the justifications for overseas recruitment, and whether this will still continue?of the justifications for overseas recruitment, and whether this will still continue?of the justifications for overseas recruitment, and whether this will still continue?of the justifications for overseas recruitment, and whether this will still continue?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, the justification forSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, the justification forSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, the justification forSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, the justification for

recruiting Administrative Officers overseas is that we wish to tap the pool of talentrecruiting Administrative Officers overseas is that we wish to tap the pool of talentrecruiting Administrative Officers overseas is that we wish to tap the pool of talentrecruiting Administrative Officers overseas is that we wish to tap the pool of talent

formed by the considerable number of Hong Kong people who are living or studyingformed by the considerable number of Hong Kong people who are living or studyingformed by the considerable number of Hong Kong people who are living or studyingformed by the considerable number of Hong Kong people who are living or studying

abroad.abroad.abroad.abroad.

On the whole the results obtained have been very worthwhile. Although it is trueOn the whole the results obtained have been very worthwhile. Although it is trueOn the whole the results obtained have been very worthwhile. Although it is trueOn the whole the results obtained have been very worthwhile. Although it is true

that in the exceptional year of 1990-91 only three such officers were recruited, therethat in the exceptional year of 1990-91 only three such officers were recruited, therethat in the exceptional year of 1990-91 only three such officers were recruited, therethat in the exceptional year of 1990-91 only three such officers were recruited, there

were in fact 10 recruited from overseas in 1989-90 and nine offers of employment willwere in fact 10 recruited from overseas in 1989-90 and nine offers of employment willwere in fact 10 recruited from overseas in 1989-90 and nine offers of employment willwere in fact 10 recruited from overseas in 1989-90 and nine offers of employment will

be made as a result of this year's recruitment exercise.  The costs tend to be fixed,be made as a result of this year's recruitment exercise.  The costs tend to be fixed,be made as a result of this year's recruitment exercise.  The costs tend to be fixed,be made as a result of this year's recruitment exercise.  The costs tend to be fixed,

and therefore may appear high on a per capita basis in a year of low recruitment.and therefore may appear high on a per capita basis in a year of low recruitment.and therefore may appear high on a per capita basis in a year of low recruitment.and therefore may appear high on a per capita basis in a year of low recruitment.

However there are subsequent savings to be taken into account, because officersHowever there are subsequent savings to be taken into account, because officersHowever there are subsequent savings to be taken into account, because officersHowever there are subsequent savings to be taken into account, because officers



educated abroad, unlike their locally recruited counterparts, are not eligible foreducated abroad, unlike their locally recruited counterparts, are not eligible foreducated abroad, unlike their locally recruited counterparts, are not eligible foreducated abroad, unlike their locally recruited counterparts, are not eligible for

overseas training in their first few years of service.  A further point is that weoverseas training in their first few years of service.  A further point is that weoverseas training in their first few years of service.  A further point is that weoverseas training in their first few years of service.  A further point is that we

are recruiting people with the intention that they should spend a full career withare recruiting people with the intention that they should spend a full career withare recruiting people with the intention that they should spend a full career withare recruiting people with the intention that they should spend a full career with

us.  This approach warrants a higher initial investment in recruitment.us.  This approach warrants a higher initial investment in recruitment.us.  This approach warrants a higher initial investment in recruitment.us.  This approach warrants a higher initial investment in recruitment.

In the light of our experience so far we propose to continue to recruit aIn the light of our experience so far we propose to continue to recruit aIn the light of our experience so far we propose to continue to recruit aIn the light of our experience so far we propose to continue to recruit a

proportion of our Administrative Officers from among Hong Kong people living orproportion of our Administrative Officers from among Hong Kong people living orproportion of our Administrative Officers from among Hong Kong people living orproportion of our Administrative Officers from among Hong Kong people living or

studying abroad.studying abroad.studying abroad.studying abroad.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, it is very important, no doubt, to secureDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, it is very important, no doubt, to secureDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, it is very important, no doubt, to secureDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, it is very important, no doubt, to secure

the return of Hong Kong people who have acquired knowledge abroad.  But in the lightthe return of Hong Kong people who have acquired knowledge abroad.  But in the lightthe return of Hong Kong people who have acquired knowledge abroad.  But in the lightthe return of Hong Kong people who have acquired knowledge abroad.  But in the light

of this apparently very non-cost-effective exercise, could the Administration informof this apparently very non-cost-effective exercise, could the Administration informof this apparently very non-cost-effective exercise, could the Administration informof this apparently very non-cost-effective exercise, could the Administration inform

this Council whether they would consider, or have they ever considered, other morethis Council whether they would consider, or have they ever considered, other morethis Council whether they would consider, or have they ever considered, other morethis Council whether they would consider, or have they ever considered, other more

cost-effective methods?cost-effective methods?cost-effective methods?cost-effective methods?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I tend to regard the recruitmentSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I tend to regard the recruitmentSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I tend to regard the recruitmentSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I tend to regard the recruitment

of Administrative Officers as one complete exercise. Quite naturally, the majorityof Administrative Officers as one complete exercise. Quite naturally, the majorityof Administrative Officers as one complete exercise. Quite naturally, the majorityof Administrative Officers as one complete exercise. Quite naturally, the majority

of applicants and also the majority of appointees come from here in Hong Kong.  Thereof applicants and also the majority of appointees come from here in Hong Kong.  Thereof applicants and also the majority of appointees come from here in Hong Kong.  Thereof applicants and also the majority of appointees come from here in Hong Kong.  There

are some, however, who at the point of recruitment are overseas.  I think it wouldare some, however, who at the point of recruitment are overseas.  I think it wouldare some, however, who at the point of recruitment are overseas.  I think it wouldare some, however, who at the point of recruitment are overseas.  I think it would

be a mistake if we denied ourselves that talent.be a mistake if we denied ourselves that talent.be a mistake if we denied ourselves that talent.be a mistake if we denied ourselves that talent.

MR ERIC LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the reply provided by theMR ERIC LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the reply provided by theMR ERIC LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the reply provided by theMR ERIC LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the reply provided by the

Administration, it is mentioned that the recruitment centres will facilitate theAdministration, it is mentioned that the recruitment centres will facilitate theAdministration, it is mentioned that the recruitment centres will facilitate theAdministration, it is mentioned that the recruitment centres will facilitate the

return of talented people from overseas.  Given the fact that there are few vacanciesreturn of talented people from overseas.  Given the fact that there are few vacanciesreturn of talented people from overseas.  Given the fact that there are few vacanciesreturn of talented people from overseas.  Given the fact that there are few vacancies

for Administrative Officers while there are numerous vacancies in various gradesfor Administrative Officers while there are numerous vacancies in various gradesfor Administrative Officers while there are numerous vacancies in various gradesfor Administrative Officers while there are numerous vacancies in various grades

within the Civil Service such as police officers, speech therapists and nurses, haswithin the Civil Service such as police officers, speech therapists and nurses, haswithin the Civil Service such as police officers, speech therapists and nurses, haswithin the Civil Service such as police officers, speech therapists and nurses, has

the Administration ever considered making use of the overseas recruitment centresthe Administration ever considered making use of the overseas recruitment centresthe Administration ever considered making use of the overseas recruitment centresthe Administration ever considered making use of the overseas recruitment centres

to help the recruitment for the other civil service grades?to help the recruitment for the other civil service grades?to help the recruitment for the other civil service grades?to help the recruitment for the other civil service grades?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, we do not maintain permanentSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, we do not maintain permanentSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, we do not maintain permanentSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, we do not maintain permanent

recruitment centres.  To ensure that we apply consistent standards in both our localrecruitment centres.  To ensure that we apply consistent standards in both our localrecruitment centres.  To ensure that we apply consistent standards in both our localrecruitment centres.  To ensure that we apply consistent standards in both our local

recruitment and our overseas recruitment of Administrative Officers, we make use ofrecruitment and our overseas recruitment of Administrative Officers, we make use ofrecruitment and our overseas recruitment of Administrative Officers, we make use ofrecruitment and our overseas recruitment of Administrative Officers, we make use of

members of the local recruitment board who travel to the various centres.  They aremembers of the local recruitment board who travel to the various centres.  They aremembers of the local recruitment board who travel to the various centres.  They aremembers of the local recruitment board who travel to the various centres.  They are

supported for the two or three weeks of that exercise by our staff locally based insupported for the two or three weeks of that exercise by our staff locally based insupported for the two or three weeks of that exercise by our staff locally based insupported for the two or three weeks of that exercise by our staff locally based in

our overseas offices.our overseas offices.our overseas offices.our overseas offices.



DR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in Dr LEONG's question thatDR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in Dr LEONG's question thatDR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in Dr LEONG's question thatDR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in Dr LEONG's question that

there are seven overseas recruitment centres. Could this Council be informed wherethere are seven overseas recruitment centres. Could this Council be informed wherethere are seven overseas recruitment centres. Could this Council be informed wherethere are seven overseas recruitment centres. Could this Council be informed where

these centres are and whether some centres are less effective in the recruitmentthese centres are and whether some centres are less effective in the recruitmentthese centres are and whether some centres are less effective in the recruitmentthese centres are and whether some centres are less effective in the recruitment

exercise?exercise?exercise?exercise?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said in reply to the lastSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said in reply to the lastSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said in reply to the lastSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said in reply to the last

question, there are no permanent centres.  We have for some time recruited Hong Kongquestion, there are no permanent centres.  We have for some time recruited Hong Kongquestion, there are no permanent centres.  We have for some time recruited Hong Kongquestion, there are no permanent centres.  We have for some time recruited Hong Kong

students in particular from the United Kingdom.  Three years ago we extended thatstudents in particular from the United Kingdom.  Three years ago we extended thatstudents in particular from the United Kingdom.  Three years ago we extended thatstudents in particular from the United Kingdom.  Three years ago we extended that

exercise to Hong Kong residents living at that time in the United States of America.exercise to Hong Kong residents living at that time in the United States of America.exercise to Hong Kong residents living at that time in the United States of America.exercise to Hong Kong residents living at that time in the United States of America.

The following year, two years ago, we extended that to Canada.  Last year we extendedThe following year, two years ago, we extended that to Canada.  Last year we extendedThe following year, two years ago, we extended that to Canada.  Last year we extendedThe following year, two years ago, we extended that to Canada.  Last year we extended

the exercise to Australia.  But as I said earlier, this is an exercise carried outthe exercise to Australia.  But as I said earlier, this is an exercise carried outthe exercise to Australia.  But as I said earlier, this is an exercise carried outthe exercise to Australia.  But as I said earlier, this is an exercise carried out

by the same recruitment board who travel to those centres.by the same recruitment board who travel to those centres.by the same recruitment board who travel to those centres.by the same recruitment board who travel to those centres.

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the question I intended to askMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the question I intended to askMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the question I intended to askMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the question I intended to ask

has been raised by Dr Samuel WONG.  But I still have one more question to ask.  Ashas been raised by Dr Samuel WONG.  But I still have one more question to ask.  Ashas been raised by Dr Samuel WONG.  But I still have one more question to ask.  Ashas been raised by Dr Samuel WONG.  But I still have one more question to ask.  As

for the civil servants recruited from overseas, which ranks do they belong to?  Whatfor the civil servants recruited from overseas, which ranks do they belong to?  Whatfor the civil servants recruited from overseas, which ranks do they belong to?  Whatfor the civil servants recruited from overseas, which ranks do they belong to?  What

areas of duties are they responsible for?areas of duties are they responsible for?areas of duties are they responsible for?areas of duties are they responsible for?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a little outside the main question, Secretary, but do youDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a little outside the main question, Secretary, but do youDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a little outside the main question, Secretary, but do youDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a little outside the main question, Secretary, but do you

have an answer?have an answer?have an answer?have an answer?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, may I assume the question toSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, may I assume the question toSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, may I assume the question toSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, may I assume the question to

be still referring to Administrative Officers?be still referring to Administrative Officers?be still referring to Administrative Officers?be still referring to Administrative Officers?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mrs LAM, does your question refer only to Administrative OfficersDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mrs LAM, does your question refer only to Administrative OfficersDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mrs LAM, does your question refer only to Administrative OfficersDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mrs LAM, does your question refer only to Administrative Officers

or generally?or generally?or generally?or generally?

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): I referred to Administrative Officers.MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): I referred to Administrative Officers.MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): I referred to Administrative Officers.MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): I referred to Administrative Officers.

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: In which case, Mr Deputy President, there is noSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: In which case, Mr Deputy President, there is noSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: In which case, Mr Deputy President, there is noSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: In which case, Mr Deputy President, there is no



distinction applied at all, either at the point of recruitment or throughout theirdistinction applied at all, either at the point of recruitment or throughout theirdistinction applied at all, either at the point of recruitment or throughout theirdistinction applied at all, either at the point of recruitment or throughout their

career.career.career.career.

MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when did the Government startMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when did the Government startMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when did the Government startMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when did the Government start

recruiting Administrative Officers overseas?  Does this reflect that too manyrecruiting Administrative Officers overseas?  Does this reflect that too manyrecruiting Administrative Officers overseas?  Does this reflect that too manyrecruiting Administrative Officers overseas?  Does this reflect that too many

talented people have migrated, thus leading to the problem of brain drain in Hongtalented people have migrated, thus leading to the problem of brain drain in Hongtalented people have migrated, thus leading to the problem of brain drain in Hongtalented people have migrated, thus leading to the problem of brain drain in Hong

Kong so that the Government is subsequently compelled to recruit overseas?Kong so that the Government is subsequently compelled to recruit overseas?Kong so that the Government is subsequently compelled to recruit overseas?Kong so that the Government is subsequently compelled to recruit overseas?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I cannot recall exactly whenSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I cannot recall exactly whenSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I cannot recall exactly whenSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I cannot recall exactly when

we first started recruiting in the United Kingdom.  But as I said, we extended ourwe first started recruiting in the United Kingdom.  But as I said, we extended ourwe first started recruiting in the United Kingdom.  But as I said, we extended ourwe first started recruiting in the United Kingdom.  But as I said, we extended our

net some three years ago.  It certainly does not reflect a lack of applications,net some three years ago.  It certainly does not reflect a lack of applications,net some three years ago.  It certainly does not reflect a lack of applications,net some three years ago.  It certainly does not reflect a lack of applications,

locally.  We have consistently in the last three or four years -- at the same periodlocally.  We have consistently in the last three or four years -- at the same periodlocally.  We have consistently in the last three or four years -- at the same periodlocally.  We have consistently in the last three or four years -- at the same period

when we have been recruiting overseas -- received something between the order of 3when we have been recruiting overseas -- received something between the order of 3when we have been recruiting overseas -- received something between the order of 3when we have been recruiting overseas -- received something between the order of 3

000 and 4 000 applications.  At the end of the day we normally take about 30.000 and 4 000 applications.  At the end of the day we normally take about 30.000 and 4 000 applications.  At the end of the day we normally take about 30.000 and 4 000 applications.  At the end of the day we normally take about 30.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think what Mrs Peggy LAM wasMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think what Mrs Peggy LAM wasMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think what Mrs Peggy LAM wasMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think what Mrs Peggy LAM was

asking is whether the Administrative Officers recruited from overseas were at theasking is whether the Administrative Officers recruited from overseas were at theasking is whether the Administrative Officers recruited from overseas were at theasking is whether the Administrative Officers recruited from overseas were at the

rank of Administrative Officer, Senior Administrative Officer or even higher?  (inrank of Administrative Officer, Senior Administrative Officer or even higher?  (inrank of Administrative Officer, Senior Administrative Officer or even higher?  (inrank of Administrative Officer, Senior Administrative Officer or even higher?  (in

English) In other words, whether candidates are recruited at the AdministrativeEnglish) In other words, whether candidates are recruited at the AdministrativeEnglish) In other words, whether candidates are recruited at the AdministrativeEnglish) In other words, whether candidates are recruited at the Administrative

Officer level or Senior Administrative Officer level or Staff Grade C or Staff GradeOfficer level or Senior Administrative Officer level or Staff Grade C or Staff GradeOfficer level or Senior Administrative Officer level or Staff Grade C or Staff GradeOfficer level or Senior Administrative Officer level or Staff Grade C or Staff Grade

B or whatever?B or whatever?B or whatever?B or whatever?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr WONG, I think Mrs LAM did clarify her question.  It is thereforeDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr WONG, I think Mrs LAM did clarify her question.  It is thereforeDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr WONG, I think Mrs LAM did clarify her question.  It is thereforeDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr WONG, I think Mrs LAM did clarify her question.  It is therefore

for Mrs LAM to pursue this if she wishes.for Mrs LAM to pursue this if she wishes.for Mrs LAM to pursue this if she wishes.for Mrs LAM to pursue this if she wishes.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary set out the qualities orMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary set out the qualities orMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary set out the qualities orMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary set out the qualities or

experience that the Government considers may be better developed in the overseasexperience that the Government considers may be better developed in the overseasexperience that the Government considers may be better developed in the overseasexperience that the Government considers may be better developed in the overseas

recruited Administrative Officers as opposed to the locals?  Do these include therecruited Administrative Officers as opposed to the locals?  Do these include therecruited Administrative Officers as opposed to the locals?  Do these include therecruited Administrative Officers as opposed to the locals?  Do these include the

English language ability and possibly a foreign nationality?English language ability and possibly a foreign nationality?English language ability and possibly a foreign nationality?English language ability and possibly a foreign nationality?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said earlier, we make noSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said earlier, we make noSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said earlier, we make noSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, as I said earlier, we make no

distinction.  I can do no better than to read from the Administrative Service Bookletdistinction.  I can do no better than to read from the Administrative Service Bookletdistinction.  I can do no better than to read from the Administrative Service Bookletdistinction.  I can do no better than to read from the Administrative Service Booklet

which says:which says:which says:which says:



"The Hong Kong Government is seeking ambitious young men and women who are intelligent,"The Hong Kong Government is seeking ambitious young men and women who are intelligent,"The Hong Kong Government is seeking ambitious young men and women who are intelligent,"The Hong Kong Government is seeking ambitious young men and women who are intelligent,

fair minded, versatile, have determination, commonsense and the ability to dealfair minded, versatile, have determination, commonsense and the ability to dealfair minded, versatile, have determination, commonsense and the ability to dealfair minded, versatile, have determination, commonsense and the ability to deal

effectively with people from all walks of life.  Secondly, they have concern for theeffectively with people from all walks of life.  Secondly, they have concern for theeffectively with people from all walks of life.  Secondly, they have concern for theeffectively with people from all walks of life.  Secondly, they have concern for the

welfare of the community and its continuing prosperity."welfare of the community and its continuing prosperity."welfare of the community and its continuing prosperity."welfare of the community and its continuing prosperity."

In other words, Mr Deputy President, we go for the best and we have some of the examplesIn other words, Mr Deputy President, we go for the best and we have some of the examplesIn other words, Mr Deputy President, we go for the best and we have some of the examplesIn other words, Mr Deputy President, we go for the best and we have some of the examples

here this afternoon.here this afternoon.here this afternoon.here this afternoon.

MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, did I hear the Secretary say "young men"?   DidMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, did I hear the Secretary say "young men"?   DidMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, did I hear the Secretary say "young men"?   DidMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, did I hear the Secretary say "young men"?   Did

he mention "young women"?he mention "young women"?he mention "young women"?he mention "young women"?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may refer to theSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may refer to theSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may refer to theSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may refer to the

Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) I think I covered both sexes.Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) I think I covered both sexes.Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) I think I covered both sexes.Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) I think I covered both sexes.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, from data provided by the Civil Service BranchDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, from data provided by the Civil Service BranchDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, from data provided by the Civil Service BranchDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, from data provided by the Civil Service Branch

it has been shown that in 1990-91, for example, some 631 applications were made toit has been shown that in 1990-91, for example, some 631 applications were made toit has been shown that in 1990-91, for example, some 631 applications were made toit has been shown that in 1990-91, for example, some 631 applications were made to

these seven overseas recruitment centres.  The numbers interviewed were only 22, inthese seven overseas recruitment centres.  The numbers interviewed were only 22, inthese seven overseas recruitment centres.  The numbers interviewed were only 22, inthese seven overseas recruitment centres.  The numbers interviewed were only 22, in

other words, 3%, and the appointments were only three.  Now can the Administrationother words, 3%, and the appointments were only three.  Now can the Administrationother words, 3%, and the appointments were only three.  Now can the Administrationother words, 3%, and the appointments were only three.  Now can the Administration

explain to this Council this low rate of interviews?  Is it because that theexplain to this Council this low rate of interviews?  Is it because that theexplain to this Council this low rate of interviews?  Is it because that theexplain to this Council this low rate of interviews?  Is it because that the

applicants have not reached the so-called standards that the Secretary has justapplicants have not reached the so-called standards that the Secretary has justapplicants have not reached the so-called standards that the Secretary has justapplicants have not reached the so-called standards that the Secretary has just

alluded to? Why is it that there were so few appointments?alluded to? Why is it that there were so few appointments?alluded to? Why is it that there were so few appointments?alluded to? Why is it that there were so few appointments?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may make one point whichSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may make one point whichSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may make one point whichSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, if I may make one point which

appeared towards the end of Dr LEONG's question. Although it is true that in the yearappeared towards the end of Dr LEONG's question. Although it is true that in the yearappeared towards the end of Dr LEONG's question. Although it is true that in the yearappeared towards the end of Dr LEONG's question. Although it is true that in the year

which he selected from the material I earlier sent him it showed the smallest numberwhich he selected from the material I earlier sent him it showed the smallest numberwhich he selected from the material I earlier sent him it showed the smallest numberwhich he selected from the material I earlier sent him it showed the smallest number

of three recruits, in fact five were offered appointment and so five were found toof three recruits, in fact five were offered appointment and so five were found toof three recruits, in fact five were offered appointment and so five were found toof three recruits, in fact five were offered appointment and so five were found to

be suitable.  I do not have the relative figures for local recruitment and overseasbe suitable.  I do not have the relative figures for local recruitment and overseasbe suitable.  I do not have the relative figures for local recruitment and overseasbe suitable.  I do not have the relative figures for local recruitment and overseas

recruitment but I am not surprised at those figures.  Since, as I said earlier, werecruitment but I am not surprised at those figures.  Since, as I said earlier, werecruitment but I am not surprised at those figures.  Since, as I said earlier, werecruitment but I am not surprised at those figures.  Since, as I said earlier, we

are going for the best, we have a very thorough, very comprehensive exercise wherebyare going for the best, we have a very thorough, very comprehensive exercise wherebyare going for the best, we have a very thorough, very comprehensive exercise wherebyare going for the best, we have a very thorough, very comprehensive exercise whereby

many of those who apply initially are deleted from the list; thereafter a certainmany of those who apply initially are deleted from the list; thereafter a certainmany of those who apply initially are deleted from the list; thereafter a certainmany of those who apply initially are deleted from the list; thereafter a certain

proportion sit a very demanding set of written examinations which include the useproportion sit a very demanding set of written examinations which include the useproportion sit a very demanding set of written examinations which include the useproportion sit a very demanding set of written examinations which include the use

of both English and written Chinese; they are then invited to a one-on-one interview;of both English and written Chinese; they are then invited to a one-on-one interview;of both English and written Chinese; they are then invited to a one-on-one interview;of both English and written Chinese; they are then invited to a one-on-one interview;

they are further short-listed and take part thereafter in a group exercise.  Thosethey are further short-listed and take part thereafter in a group exercise.  Thosethey are further short-listed and take part thereafter in a group exercise.  Thosethey are further short-listed and take part thereafter in a group exercise.  Those

selected from that exercise are then subjected to a very intensive interview.  Soselected from that exercise are then subjected to a very intensive interview.  Soselected from that exercise are then subjected to a very intensive interview.  Soselected from that exercise are then subjected to a very intensive interview.  So



the whole exercise is very thorough indeed and therefore I am not surprised that onlythe whole exercise is very thorough indeed and therefore I am not surprised that onlythe whole exercise is very thorough indeed and therefore I am not surprised that onlythe whole exercise is very thorough indeed and therefore I am not surprised that only

a small number survive.a small number survive.a small number survive.a small number survive.

Environmental conservationEnvironmental conservationEnvironmental conservationEnvironmental conservation

6.6.6.6. MR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Given that the importance ofMR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Given that the importance ofMR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Given that the importance ofMR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Given that the importance of

environmental conservation is recognized in the Climate Change Convention signed atenvironmental conservation is recognized in the Climate Change Convention signed atenvironmental conservation is recognized in the Climate Change Convention signed atenvironmental conservation is recognized in the Climate Change Convention signed at

the Earth Summit recently held in Brazil, will the Government inform this Council:the Earth Summit recently held in Brazil, will the Government inform this Council:the Earth Summit recently held in Brazil, will the Government inform this Council:the Earth Summit recently held in Brazil, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) what achievements have been made by the Hong Kong Government in environmentalwhat achievements have been made by the Hong Kong Government in environmentalwhat achievements have been made by the Hong Kong Government in environmentalwhat achievements have been made by the Hong Kong Government in environmental

conservation, with particular reference to tree planting in the past 10 years, andconservation, with particular reference to tree planting in the past 10 years, andconservation, with particular reference to tree planting in the past 10 years, andconservation, with particular reference to tree planting in the past 10 years, and

whether there are plans to increase the number and species of trees to be plantedwhether there are plans to increase the number and species of trees to be plantedwhether there are plans to increase the number and species of trees to be plantedwhether there are plans to increase the number and species of trees to be planted

in the coming 10 years;in the coming 10 years;in the coming 10 years;in the coming 10 years;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether there is a specific government department   or central working partywhether there is a specific government department   or central working partywhether there is a specific government department   or central working partywhether there is a specific government department   or central working party

to co-ordinate the implementation of greening up and environmental conservationto co-ordinate the implementation of greening up and environmental conservationto co-ordinate the implementation of greening up and environmental conservationto co-ordinate the implementation of greening up and environmental conservation

policies; andpolicies; andpolicies; andpolicies; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether it is the Government's intwhether it is the Government's intwhether it is the Government's intwhether it is the Government's intention to establish a long-term,ention to establish a long-term,ention to establish a long-term,ention to establish a long-term,

comprehensive, city-wide master landscape plan to tie in with the Metroplan?comprehensive, city-wide master landscape plan to tie in with the Metroplan?comprehensive, city-wide master landscape plan to tie in with the Metroplan?comprehensive, city-wide master landscape plan to tie in with the Metroplan?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, there are severalSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, there are severalSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, there are severalSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, there are several

branches to this question.  Initially I considered giving a truncated answer, butbranches to this question.  Initially I considered giving a truncated answer, butbranches to this question.  Initially I considered giving a truncated answer, butbranches to this question.  Initially I considered giving a truncated answer, but

decided it would be better to get to the root of matters and not leave anything out.decided it would be better to get to the root of matters and not leave anything out.decided it would be better to get to the root of matters and not leave anything out.decided it would be better to get to the root of matters and not leave anything out.

I hope it will not sap yours and Members' patience if my reply is therefore a shadeI hope it will not sap yours and Members' patience if my reply is therefore a shadeI hope it will not sap yours and Members' patience if my reply is therefore a shadeI hope it will not sap yours and Members' patience if my reply is therefore a shade

long.long.long.long.

On the general question of environmental conservation,On the general question of environmental conservation,On the general question of environmental conservation,On the general question of environmental conservation, I should like to mention I should like to mention I should like to mention I should like to mention

that an information paper on the subject was presented to the OMELCO Panel onthat an information paper on the subject was presented to the OMELCO Panel onthat an information paper on the subject was presented to the OMELCO Panel onthat an information paper on the subject was presented to the OMELCO Panel on

Environmental Affairs at its April meeting.  The paper described the position asEnvironmental Affairs at its April meeting.  The paper described the position asEnvironmental Affairs at its April meeting.  The paper described the position asEnvironmental Affairs at its April meeting.  The paper described the position as

regards country parks and special areas (also debated in this Council on 1 July),regards country parks and special areas (also debated in this Council on 1 July),regards country parks and special areas (also debated in this Council on 1 July),regards country parks and special areas (also debated in this Council on 1 July),

marine parks and reserves, flora and fauna, land use planning and control at strategic,marine parks and reserves, flora and fauna, land use planning and control at strategic,marine parks and reserves, flora and fauna, land use planning and control at strategic,marine parks and reserves, flora and fauna, land use planning and control at strategic,

sub-regional and local levels (with reference to Chapter 10 of the Hong Kong Planningsub-regional and local levels (with reference to Chapter 10 of the Hong Kong Planningsub-regional and local levels (with reference to Chapter 10 of the Hong Kong Planningsub-regional and local levels (with reference to Chapter 10 of the Hong Kong Planning

Standards and Guidelines on "Landscape and Conservation"), and pollution preventionStandards and Guidelines on "Landscape and Conservation"), and pollution preventionStandards and Guidelines on "Landscape and Conservation"), and pollution preventionStandards and Guidelines on "Landscape and Conservation"), and pollution prevention

and control (with reference to the 1989 White Paper). Additional copies of theand control (with reference to the 1989 White Paper). Additional copies of theand control (with reference to the 1989 White Paper). Additional copies of theand control (with reference to the 1989 White Paper). Additional copies of the

information paper and the other documents I have referred to can be made availableinformation paper and the other documents I have referred to can be made availableinformation paper and the other documents I have referred to can be made availableinformation paper and the other documents I have referred to can be made available



to Members who may not have seen them already.to Members who may not have seen them already.to Members who may not have seen them already.to Members who may not have seen them already.

Coming now to the particular queComing now to the particular queComing now to the particular queComing now to the particular question of trees (which was the subject of anotherstion of trees (which was the subject of anotherstion of trees (which was the subject of anotherstion of trees (which was the subject of another

information paper presented to the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs in Januaryinformation paper presented to the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs in Januaryinformation paper presented to the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs in Januaryinformation paper presented to the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs in January

this year) in the past 10 years, about nine million trees, in addition to millionsthis year) in the past 10 years, about nine million trees, in addition to millionsthis year) in the past 10 years, about nine million trees, in addition to millionsthis year) in the past 10 years, about nine million trees, in addition to millions

more shrubs and climbing plants, have been planted throughout the territory by themore shrubs and climbing plants, have been planted throughout the territory by themore shrubs and climbing plants, have been planted throughout the territory by themore shrubs and climbing plants, have been planted throughout the territory by the

two municipal councils and various government departments; about 1.8 million in thetwo municipal councils and various government departments; about 1.8 million in thetwo municipal councils and various government departments; about 1.8 million in thetwo municipal councils and various government departments; about 1.8 million in the

urban areas. Since the early 1980s, a landscape notion has been part of eachurban areas. Since the early 1980s, a landscape notion has been part of eachurban areas. Since the early 1980s, a landscape notion has been part of eachurban areas. Since the early 1980s, a landscape notion has been part of each

Development Office in the Territory Development Department to ensure that landscapeDevelopment Office in the Territory Development Department to ensure that landscapeDevelopment Office in the Territory Development Department to ensure that landscapeDevelopment Office in the Territory Development Department to ensure that landscape

measures, including tree planting, are an integral part of any development proposal,measures, including tree planting, are an integral part of any development proposal,measures, including tree planting, are an integral part of any development proposal,measures, including tree planting, are an integral part of any development proposal,

whether private or public.  It is now standard practice for comprehensive landscapewhether private or public.  It is now standard practice for comprehensive landscapewhether private or public.  It is now standard practice for comprehensive landscapewhether private or public.  It is now standard practice for comprehensive landscape

requirements to be included in development conditions.requirements to be included in development conditions.requirements to be included in development conditions.requirements to be included in development conditions.

The Urban Council is planning to accelerate its tree planting programme, beyondThe Urban Council is planning to accelerate its tree planting programme, beyondThe Urban Council is planning to accelerate its tree planting programme, beyondThe Urban Council is planning to accelerate its tree planting programme, beyond

the 900 000 trees already planted annually all round, and is exploring the possibilitythe 900 000 trees already planted annually all round, and is exploring the possibilitythe 900 000 trees already planted annually all round, and is exploring the possibilitythe 900 000 trees already planted annually all round, and is exploring the possibility

of joint venture planting programmes with district boards to increase communityof joint venture planting programmes with district boards to increase communityof joint venture planting programmes with district boards to increase communityof joint venture planting programmes with district boards to increase community

involvement.  The Territory Development Department is also planning an urban-fringeinvolvement.  The Territory Development Department is also planning an urban-fringeinvolvement.  The Territory Development Department is also planning an urban-fringeinvolvement.  The Territory Development Department is also planning an urban-fringe

planting programme which will cover some      55 hectares of eroded slopes and otherplanting programme which will cover some      55 hectares of eroded slopes and otherplanting programme which will cover some      55 hectares of eroded slopes and otherplanting programme which will cover some      55 hectares of eroded slopes and other

areas.  Over 150 000 trees will be planted on North Lantau starting in 1994.  Theareas.  Over 150 000 trees will be planted on North Lantau starting in 1994.  Theareas.  Over 150 000 trees will be planted on North Lantau starting in 1994.  Theareas.  Over 150 000 trees will be planted on North Lantau starting in 1994.  The

number of species from which trees for planting are drawn already exceeds 100; andnumber of species from which trees for planting are drawn already exceeds 100; andnumber of species from which trees for planting are drawn already exceeds 100; andnumber of species from which trees for planting are drawn already exceeds 100; and

there are plans to add more native and exotic species.there are plans to add more native and exotic species.there are plans to add more native and exotic species.there are plans to add more native and exotic species.

The overall co-ordination of environmental conservation policy is theThe overall co-ordination of environmental conservation policy is theThe overall co-ordination of environmental conservation policy is theThe overall co-ordination of environmental conservation policy is the

responsibility of my branch.  From my answer so far, it will be clear that the ethicresponsibility of my branch.  From my answer so far, it will be clear that the ethicresponsibility of my branch.  From my answer so far, it will be clear that the ethicresponsibility of my branch.  From my answer so far, it will be clear that the ethic

is already becoming increasingly entrenched in the numerous departments involved;is already becoming increasingly entrenched in the numerous departments involved;is already becoming increasingly entrenched in the numerous departments involved;is already becoming increasingly entrenched in the numerous departments involved;

and this, rather than an intricate greening masterplan, is the key to success.  Bodiesand this, rather than an intricate greening masterplan, is the key to success.  Bodiesand this, rather than an intricate greening masterplan, is the key to success.  Bodiesand this, rather than an intricate greening masterplan, is the key to success.  Bodies

with responsibilities in the planning and development field, such as the Town Planningwith responsibilities in the planning and development field, such as the Town Planningwith responsibilities in the planning and development field, such as the Town Planningwith responsibilities in the planning and development field, such as the Town Planning

Board, Development Progress Committee, the District Planning and Land Conferences,Board, Development Progress Committee, the District Planning and Land Conferences,Board, Development Progress Committee, the District Planning and Land Conferences,Board, Development Progress Committee, the District Planning and Land Conferences,

and so on, are also now acutely conscious of the environmental conservation aspectsand so on, are also now acutely conscious of the environmental conservation aspectsand so on, are also now acutely conscious of the environmental conservation aspectsand so on, are also now acutely conscious of the environmental conservation aspects

of their business.  Again, specifically on trees, an Inter-departmental Workingof their business.  Again, specifically on trees, an Inter-departmental Workingof their business.  Again, specifically on trees, an Inter-departmental Workingof their business.  Again, specifically on trees, an Inter-departmental Working

Group on Urban Trees was set up in March 1991 to co-ordinate efforts in tree plantingGroup on Urban Trees was set up in March 1991 to co-ordinate efforts in tree plantingGroup on Urban Trees was set up in March 1991 to co-ordinate efforts in tree plantingGroup on Urban Trees was set up in March 1991 to co-ordinate efforts in tree planting

and to draw up guideline for street tree planting.and to draw up guideline for street tree planting.and to draw up guideline for street tree planting.and to draw up guideline for street tree planting.

A long-term, comprehensive landscape plan was outlined as part of the MetroplanA long-term, comprehensive landscape plan was outlined as part of the MetroplanA long-term, comprehensive landscape plan was outlined as part of the MetroplanA long-term, comprehensive landscape plan was outlined as part of the Metroplan

Selected Strategy released in 1991.  This provides an urban design and landscapeSelected Strategy released in 1991.  This provides an urban design and landscapeSelected Strategy released in 1991.  This provides an urban design and landscapeSelected Strategy released in 1991.  This provides an urban design and landscape

framework, including an extensive network of open spaces.  Fifteen areas areframework, including an extensive network of open spaces.  Fifteen areas areframework, including an extensive network of open spaces.  Fifteen areas areframework, including an extensive network of open spaces.  Fifteen areas are

earmarked for development as urban fringe parks. Upon full implementation of thisearmarked for development as urban fringe parks. Upon full implementation of thisearmarked for development as urban fringe parks. Upon full implementation of thisearmarked for development as urban fringe parks. Upon full implementation of this

strategy, we will have about 1 000 hectares of landscaped areas and open spaces instrategy, we will have about 1 000 hectares of landscaped areas and open spaces instrategy, we will have about 1 000 hectares of landscaped areas and open spaces instrategy, we will have about 1 000 hectares of landscaped areas and open spaces in



the Metro region for public enjoyment.  In addition, we are in the process ofthe Metro region for public enjoyment.  In addition, we are in the process ofthe Metro region for public enjoyment.  In addition, we are in the process ofthe Metro region for public enjoyment.  In addition, we are in the process of

formulating a territorial landscape strategy as part of the on-going Territorialformulating a territorial landscape strategy as part of the on-going Territorialformulating a territorial landscape strategy as part of the on-going Territorialformulating a territorial landscape strategy as part of the on-going Territorial

Development Strategy Studies.Development Strategy Studies.Development Strategy Studies.Development Strategy Studies.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am delighted to know thatMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am delighted to know thatMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am delighted to know thatMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am delighted to know that

there will be new plans.  Nevertheless, has the Administration consideredthere will be new plans.  Nevertheless, has the Administration consideredthere will be new plans.  Nevertheless, has the Administration consideredthere will be new plans.  Nevertheless, has the Administration considered

introducing legislation, as a long-term town planning strategy, to provide thatintroducing legislation, as a long-term town planning strategy, to provide thatintroducing legislation, as a long-term town planning strategy, to provide thatintroducing legislation, as a long-term town planning strategy, to provide that

indigenous big trees such as banyan trees be preserved at sites of large-scaleindigenous big trees such as banyan trees be preserved at sites of large-scaleindigenous big trees such as banyan trees be preserved at sites of large-scaleindigenous big trees such as banyan trees be preserved at sites of large-scale

construction works or land development; or to require that replacement plantationconstruction works or land development; or to require that replacement plantationconstruction works or land development; or to require that replacement plantationconstruction works or land development; or to require that replacement plantation

be carried out for some of the trees felled; or even to stipulate in the developmentbe carried out for some of the trees felled; or even to stipulate in the developmentbe carried out for some of the trees felled; or even to stipulate in the developmentbe carried out for some of the trees felled; or even to stipulate in the development

conditions that newly planted trees be tended to?conditions that newly planted trees be tended to?conditions that newly planted trees be tended to?conditions that newly planted trees be tended to?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I have

already indicated that these are standard requirements in existing requirements foralready indicated that these are standard requirements in existing requirements foralready indicated that these are standard requirements in existing requirements foralready indicated that these are standard requirements in existing requirements for

both the public works projects and for private development schemes.  The performanceboth the public works projects and for private development schemes.  The performanceboth the public works projects and for private development schemes.  The performanceboth the public works projects and for private development schemes.  The performance

of developers and contractors, as far as I am concerned, is extremely responsive toof developers and contractors, as far as I am concerned, is extremely responsive toof developers and contractors, as far as I am concerned, is extremely responsive toof developers and contractors, as far as I am concerned, is extremely responsive to

these requirements, and I do not see a requirement at this stage for legislation tothese requirements, and I do not see a requirement at this stage for legislation tothese requirements, and I do not see a requirement at this stage for legislation tothese requirements, and I do not see a requirement at this stage for legislation to

enforce such conditions.enforce such conditions.enforce such conditions.enforce such conditions.

MR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council whether positive actions will be taken to include landscaping works inthis Council whether positive actions will be taken to include landscaping works inthis Council whether positive actions will be taken to include landscaping works inthis Council whether positive actions will be taken to include landscaping works in

the respective designs of the various ACP projects?  If yes, what are the details?the respective designs of the various ACP projects?  If yes, what are the details?the respective designs of the various ACP projects?  If yes, what are the details?the respective designs of the various ACP projects?  If yes, what are the details?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not have

that sort of detail available for the numerous ACP projects and the contracts thatthat sort of detail available for the numerous ACP projects and the contracts thatthat sort of detail available for the numerous ACP projects and the contracts thatthat sort of detail available for the numerous ACP projects and the contracts that

will implement them.  But I am fairly confident that given that these are standardwill implement them.  But I am fairly confident that given that these are standardwill implement them.  But I am fairly confident that given that these are standardwill implement them.  But I am fairly confident that given that these are standard

requirements, they will form an important part of all the ACP projects.requirements, they will form an important part of all the ACP projects.requirements, they will form an important part of all the ACP projects.requirements, they will form an important part of all the ACP projects.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned in

his reply that an inter-departmental working group on urban trees was set up in Marchhis reply that an inter-departmental working group on urban trees was set up in Marchhis reply that an inter-departmental working group on urban trees was set up in Marchhis reply that an inter-departmental working group on urban trees was set up in March

1991.  What are the accomplishments of this working group so far?  What plans are1991.  What are the accomplishments of this working group so far?  What plans are1991.  What are the accomplishments of this working group so far?  What plans are1991.  What are the accomplishments of this working group so far?  What plans are

there for tree planting in the urban areas?there for tree planting in the urban areas?there for tree planting in the urban areas?there for tree planting in the urban areas?



SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I have

already covered the last part of the question as to what plans there are for treealready covered the last part of the question as to what plans there are for treealready covered the last part of the question as to what plans there are for treealready covered the last part of the question as to what plans there are for tree

planting in the urban areas.  I think it would be more productive if I were to giveplanting in the urban areas.  I think it would be more productive if I were to giveplanting in the urban areas.  I think it would be more productive if I were to giveplanting in the urban areas.  I think it would be more productive if I were to give

the Rev FUNG a written reply (Annex II) on the details of the work of the inter-the Rev FUNG a written reply (Annex II) on the details of the work of the inter-the Rev FUNG a written reply (Annex II) on the details of the work of the inter-the Rev FUNG a written reply (Annex II) on the details of the work of the inter-

departmental working group.departmental working group.departmental working group.departmental working group.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the question mentioned about the Climate ChangeMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the question mentioned about the Climate ChangeMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the question mentioned about the Climate ChangeMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the question mentioned about the Climate Change

Convention signed at the Earth Summit recently in Rio.  Can the Secretary inform usConvention signed at the Earth Summit recently in Rio.  Can the Secretary inform usConvention signed at the Earth Summit recently in Rio.  Can the Secretary inform usConvention signed at the Earth Summit recently in Rio.  Can the Secretary inform us

what plans the Administration have to carry out the resolutions passed at that Summit?what plans the Administration have to carry out the resolutions passed at that Summit?what plans the Administration have to carry out the resolutions passed at that Summit?what plans the Administration have to carry out the resolutions passed at that Summit?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the GovernmentSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the GovernmentSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the GovernmentSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the Government

will have to study the details of the Convention as soon as these become availablewill have to study the details of the Convention as soon as these become availablewill have to study the details of the Convention as soon as these become availablewill have to study the details of the Convention as soon as these become available

and we will then consider their implications and decide what action should be takenand we will then consider their implications and decide what action should be takenand we will then consider their implications and decide what action should be takenand we will then consider their implications and decide what action should be taken

on them in Hong Kong.on them in Hong Kong.on them in Hong Kong.on them in Hong Kong.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to raise aMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to raise aMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to raise aMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to raise a

follow-up question.  As a major international city, is Hong Kong in any way obligedfollow-up question.  As a major international city, is Hong Kong in any way obligedfollow-up question.  As a major international city, is Hong Kong in any way obligedfollow-up question.  As a major international city, is Hong Kong in any way obliged

under the Climate Change Convention to plant trees extensively to reduce the levelunder the Climate Change Convention to plant trees extensively to reduce the levelunder the Climate Change Convention to plant trees extensively to reduce the levelunder the Climate Change Convention to plant trees extensively to reduce the level

of carbon dioxide?  If yes, will the relevant provisions be submitted to this Councilof carbon dioxide?  If yes, will the relevant provisions be submitted to this Councilof carbon dioxide?  If yes, will the relevant provisions be submitted to this Councilof carbon dioxide?  If yes, will the relevant provisions be submitted to this Council

for endorsement?for endorsement?for endorsement?for endorsement?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: As I have said, Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: As I have said, Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: As I have said, Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: As I have said, Mr Deputy President,

we will study the details of the Convention and, having done so, consider Hong Kong'swe will study the details of the Convention and, having done so, consider Hong Kong'swe will study the details of the Convention and, having done so, consider Hong Kong'swe will study the details of the Convention and, having done so, consider Hong Kong's

obligations.  I think it is already apparent from what I have said that we are moreobligations.  I think it is already apparent from what I have said that we are moreobligations.  I think it is already apparent from what I have said that we are moreobligations.  I think it is already apparent from what I have said that we are more

than meeting our obligations to plant trees in Hong Kong.than meeting our obligations to plant trees in Hong Kong.than meeting our obligations to plant trees in Hong Kong.than meeting our obligations to plant trees in Hong Kong.

Written answers to questionsWritten answers to questionsWritten answers to questionsWritten answers to questions

Normalization of economic relations between the United States and VietnamNormalization of economic relations between the United States and VietnamNormalization of economic relations between the United States and VietnamNormalization of economic relations between the United States and Vietnam

7.7.7.7. MR MARTIN BARROW asked: In the light of steps recently taken by the United StatesMR MARTIN BARROW asked: In the light of steps recently taken by the United StatesMR MARTIN BARROW asked: In the light of steps recently taken by the United StatesMR MARTIN BARROW asked: In the light of steps recently taken by the United States

Government to normalize economic relations with Vietnam which will contribute towardsGovernment to normalize economic relations with Vietnam which will contribute towardsGovernment to normalize economic relations with Vietnam which will contribute towardsGovernment to normalize economic relations with Vietnam which will contribute towards

improving the Vietnamese economy and encouraging voluntary return from Hong Kong ofimproving the Vietnamese economy and encouraging voluntary return from Hong Kong ofimproving the Vietnamese economy and encouraging voluntary return from Hong Kong ofimproving the Vietnamese economy and encouraging voluntary return from Hong Kong of



Vietnamese migrants, will the Government inform this Council whether it will adviseVietnamese migrants, will the Government inform this Council whether it will adviseVietnamese migrants, will the Government inform this Council whether it will adviseVietnamese migrants, will the Government inform this Council whether it will advise

the British Government to urge the United States Government to speed up thethe British Government to urge the United States Government to speed up thethe British Government to urge the United States Government to speed up thethe British Government to urge the United States Government to speed up the

normalization process; and whether it is aware of any specific actions taken by thenormalization process; and whether it is aware of any specific actions taken by thenormalization process; and whether it is aware of any specific actions taken by thenormalization process; and whether it is aware of any specific actions taken by the

British Government in this respect?British Government in this respect?British Government in this respect?British Government in this respect?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we have always made clear that in ourSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we have always made clear that in ourSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we have always made clear that in ourSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we have always made clear that in our

view the root cause of the Vietnamese migrant problem lies in Vietnam, and especiallyview the root cause of the Vietnamese migrant problem lies in Vietnam, and especiallyview the root cause of the Vietnamese migrant problem lies in Vietnam, and especiallyview the root cause of the Vietnamese migrant problem lies in Vietnam, and especially

in economic conditions there.  We have also made clear that, in our view, partiesin economic conditions there.  We have also made clear that, in our view, partiesin economic conditions there.  We have also made clear that, in our view, partiesin economic conditions there.  We have also made clear that, in our view, parties

to the Comprehensive Plan of Action should work to improve those conditions.  Theto the Comprehensive Plan of Action should work to improve those conditions.  Theto the Comprehensive Plan of Action should work to improve those conditions.  Theto the Comprehensive Plan of Action should work to improve those conditions.  The

United States of America clearly has a key role to play in this, because of its presentUnited States of America clearly has a key role to play in this, because of its presentUnited States of America clearly has a key role to play in this, because of its presentUnited States of America clearly has a key role to play in this, because of its present

trade embargo, and its block on Vietnamese access to the International Financialtrade embargo, and its block on Vietnamese access to the International Financialtrade embargo, and its block on Vietnamese access to the International Financialtrade embargo, and its block on Vietnamese access to the International Financial

Institutions.  The British Government shares this view, and has made this clear toInstitutions.  The British Government shares this view, and has made this clear toInstitutions.  The British Government shares this view, and has made this clear toInstitutions.  The British Government shares this view, and has made this clear to

the United States Government both in bilateral discussions, and in the deliberationsthe United States Government both in bilateral discussions, and in the deliberationsthe United States Government both in bilateral discussions, and in the deliberationsthe United States Government both in bilateral discussions, and in the deliberations

of the relevant international organizations.of the relevant international organizations.of the relevant international organizations.of the relevant international organizations.

Use of Eastern Harbour CrossingUse of Eastern Harbour CrossingUse of Eastern Harbour CrossingUse of Eastern Harbour Crossing

8.8.8.8. MR FRED LI asked: In view of the various measures taken to encourage the use oMR FRED LI asked: In view of the various measures taken to encourage the use oMR FRED LI asked: In view of the various measures taken to encourage the use oMR FRED LI asked: In view of the various measures taken to encourage the use offff

the Eastern Harbour Crossing, will the Government inform this Council of:the Eastern Harbour Crossing, will the Government inform this Council of:the Eastern Harbour Crossing, will the Government inform this Council of:the Eastern Harbour Crossing, will the Government inform this Council of:

(a)(a)(a)(a) the average traffic flow through the Eastern Harbour Crossing on an hourlythe average traffic flow through the Eastern Harbour Crossing on an hourlythe average traffic flow through the Eastern Harbour Crossing on an hourlythe average traffic flow through the Eastern Harbour Crossing on an hourly

basis;basis;basis;basis;

(b)(b)(b)(b) the design capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing;the design capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing;the design capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing;the design capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing;

(c)(c)(c)(c) the estimated traffic capthe estimated traffic capthe estimated traffic capthe estimated traffic capacity of the road networks in Kwun Tong;acity of the road networks in Kwun Tong;acity of the road networks in Kwun Tong;acity of the road networks in Kwun Tong;

(d)(d)(d)(d) the expected impact of the various measures to encourage the use of thethe expected impact of the various measures to encourage the use of thethe expected impact of the various measures to encourage the use of thethe expected impact of the various measures to encourage the use of the

Eastern Harbour Crossing on the traffic condition in Kwun Tong District?Eastern Harbour Crossing on the traffic condition in Kwun Tong District?Eastern Harbour Crossing on the traffic condition in Kwun Tong District?Eastern Harbour Crossing on the traffic condition in Kwun Tong District?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) During theDuring theDuring theDuring the daytime, the average hourly traffic flow through the Eastern daytime, the average hourly traffic flow through the Eastern daytime, the average hourly traffic flow through the Eastern daytime, the average hourly traffic flow through the Eastern



Harbour Crossing in both directions varies between 3 600 vehicles off peak and aboutHarbour Crossing in both directions varies between 3 600 vehicles off peak and aboutHarbour Crossing in both directions varies between 3 600 vehicles off peak and aboutHarbour Crossing in both directions varies between 3 600 vehicles off peak and about

5 000 vehicles at the busiest times.5 000 vehicles at the busiest times.5 000 vehicles at the busiest times.5 000 vehicles at the busiest times.

(b)(b)(b)(b) The capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is about 6 000 vehiclThe capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is about 6 000 vehiclThe capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is about 6 000 vehiclThe capacity of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is about 6 000 vehicles per hour.es per hour.es per hour.es per hour.

(c)(c)(c)(c) Each road has its own traffic capacity and estimates are not available ofEach road has its own traffic capacity and estimates are not available ofEach road has its own traffic capacity and estimates are not available ofEach road has its own traffic capacity and estimates are not available of

the capacity of road networks in Kwun Tong.the capacity of road networks in Kwun Tong.the capacity of road networks in Kwun Tong.the capacity of road networks in Kwun Tong.

(d)(d)(d)(d) The average throughput of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is now   65 000The average throughput of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is now   65 000The average throughput of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is now   65 000The average throughput of the Eastern Harbour Crossing is now   65 000

vehicles  per  day,  which  is  well  below  the capacity of 100 000 vehicles.vehicles  per  day,  which  is  well  below  the capacity of 100 000 vehicles.vehicles  per  day,  which  is  well  below  the capacity of 100 000 vehicles.vehicles  per  day,  which  is  well  below  the capacity of 100 000 vehicles.

Increased usage of the Crossing is unlikely to have a major impact on trafficIncreased usage of the Crossing is unlikely to have a major impact on trafficIncreased usage of the Crossing is unlikely to have a major impact on trafficIncreased usage of the Crossing is unlikely to have a major impact on traffic

conditions in Kwun Tong.  This is because most traffic enters or leaves the Easternconditions in Kwun Tong.  This is because most traffic enters or leaves the Easternconditions in Kwun Tong.  This is because most traffic enters or leaves the Easternconditions in Kwun Tong.  This is because most traffic enters or leaves the Eastern

Harbour Crossing via the Kwun Tong Bypass and Kwun Tong Road.  The capacity of eachHarbour Crossing via the Kwun Tong Bypass and Kwun Tong Road.  The capacity of eachHarbour Crossing via the Kwun Tong Bypass and Kwun Tong Road.  The capacity of eachHarbour Crossing via the Kwun Tong Bypass and Kwun Tong Road.  The capacity of each

of these roads is about 8 400 vehicles  per hour in  both  directions,  against  aof these roads is about 8 400 vehicles  per hour in  both  directions,  against  aof these roads is about 8 400 vehicles  per hour in  both  directions,  against  aof these roads is about 8 400 vehicles  per hour in  both  directions,  against  a

current peak traffic flow of 5 000-6 000 vehicles per hour.current peak traffic flow of 5 000-6 000 vehicles per hour.current peak traffic flow of 5 000-6 000 vehicles per hour.current peak traffic flow of 5 000-6 000 vehicles per hour.

Estimated cost of the Airport Core ProgrammeEstimated cost of the Airport Core ProgrammeEstimated cost of the Airport Core ProgrammeEstimated cost of the Airport Core Programme

9.9.9.9. DR SAMUEL WONG asked: The totaDR SAMUEL WONG asked: The totaDR SAMUEL WONG asked: The totaDR SAMUEL WONG asked: The total estimated cost of the Airport Core Programmel estimated cost of the Airport Core Programmel estimated cost of the Airport Core Programmel estimated cost of the Airport Core Programme

announced in April 1992 was $112,220 million at March 1991 prices.  Will theannounced in April 1992 was $112,220 million at March 1991 prices.  Will theannounced in April 1992 was $112,220 million at March 1991 prices.  Will theannounced in April 1992 was $112,220 million at March 1991 prices.  Will the

Government inform this Council of such estimated cost at money of the day prices?Government inform this Council of such estimated cost at money of the day prices?Government inform this Council of such estimated cost at money of the day prices?Government inform this Council of such estimated cost at money of the day prices?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a breakdown of the estimated costSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a breakdown of the estimated costSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a breakdown of the estimated costSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a breakdown of the estimated cost

of the Airport Core Programme (ACP), expressed in constant March 1991 prices and inof the Airport Core Programme (ACP), expressed in constant March 1991 prices and inof the Airport Core Programme (ACP), expressed in constant March 1991 prices and inof the Airport Core Programme (ACP), expressed in constant March 1991 prices and in

money of the day (MOD), is as follows:money of the day (MOD), is as follows:money of the day (MOD), is as follows:money of the day (MOD), is as follows:

EstimateEstimateEstimateEstimate EstimateEstimateEstimateEstimate

at March 1991 pricesat March 1991 pricesat March 1991 pricesat March 1991 prices at MOD pricesat MOD pricesat MOD pricesat MOD prices

      Project      Project      Project      Project $ million$ million$ million$ million $ million$ million$ million$ million

Chek Lap Kok AirportChek Lap Kok AirportChek Lap Kok AirportChek Lap Kok Airport 46,30046,30046,30046,300 68,50068,50068,50068,500

North Lantau ExpresswayNorth Lantau ExpresswayNorth Lantau ExpresswayNorth Lantau Expressway 5,7905,7905,7905,790 8,1028,1028,1028,102

Tung Chung DevelopmentTung Chung DevelopmentTung Chung DevelopmentTung Chung Development 2,2102,2102,2102,210 3,0273,0273,0273,027



Phase IPhase IPhase IPhase I

Lantau Fixed CrossingLantau Fixed CrossingLantau Fixed CrossingLantau Fixed Crossing 11,96011,96011,96011,960 17,15517,15517,15517,155

Route 3 (part)Route 3 (part)Route 3 (part)Route 3 (part) 6,0506,0506,0506,050 8,9188,9188,9188,918

West Kowloon ReclamationWest Kowloon ReclamationWest Kowloon ReclamationWest Kowloon Reclamation 10,01010,01010,01010,010 12,58712,58712,58712,587

West Kowloon ExpresswayWest Kowloon ExpresswayWest Kowloon ExpresswayWest Kowloon Expressway 2,2302,2302,2302,230 3,383,383,383,383333

Western Harbour CrossingWestern Harbour CrossingWestern Harbour CrossingWestern Harbour Crossing 4,1504,1504,1504,150 6,5006,5006,5006,500

Airport RailwayAirport RailwayAirport RailwayAirport Railway 22,16022,16022,16022,160 33,50033,50033,50033,500

Central & Wan ChaiCentral & Wan ChaiCentral & Wan ChaiCentral & Wan Chai 1,9001,9001,9001,900 2,8272,8272,8272,827

ReclamationReclamationReclamationReclamation

Utilities & othersUtilities & othersUtilities & othersUtilities & others 2,3602,3602,3602,360 3,2603,2603,2603,260

LessLessLessLess Airport RailwayAirport RailwayAirport RailwayAirport Railway (2,900)(2,900)(2,900)(2,900) (4,029)(4,029)(4,029)(4,029)

works to be undertaken asworks to be undertaken asworks to be undertaken asworks to be undertaken as

part of the Lantau Fixedpart of the Lantau Fixedpart of the Lantau Fixedpart of the Lantau Fixed

Crossing, Tung CCrossing, Tung CCrossing, Tung CCrossing, Tung Chunghunghunghung

Development, North LantauDevelopment, North LantauDevelopment, North LantauDevelopment, North Lantau

Expressway, Route 3, andExpressway, Route 3, andExpressway, Route 3, andExpressway, Route 3, and

"Utilities" projects"Utilities" projects"Utilities" projects"Utilities" projects

TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL 112,220112,220112,220112,220 163,730163,730163,730163,730

======================== ========================

The estimate of $112,220 million at March 1991 prices and of $163,730 millionThe estimate of $112,220 million at March 1991 prices and of $163,730 millionThe estimate of $112,220 million at March 1991 prices and of $163,730 millionThe estimate of $112,220 million at March 1991 prices and of $163,730 million

in MOD apply to the same scope of works under the ACP as was announced on 2 Aprilin MOD apply to the same scope of works under the ACP as was announced on 2 Aprilin MOD apply to the same scope of works under the ACP as was announced on 2 Aprilin MOD apply to the same scope of works under the ACP as was announced on 2 April

1992.  Expressing project estimates in constant        March 1991 prices enables1992.  Expressing project estimates in constant        March 1991 prices enables1992.  Expressing project estimates in constant        March 1991 prices enables1992.  Expressing project estimates in constant        March 1991 prices enables

real increases in cost to be readily identified.  Expressing project estimates inreal increases in cost to be readily identified.  Expressing project estimates inreal increases in cost to be readily identified.  Expressing project estimates inreal increases in cost to be readily identified.  Expressing project estimates in

MOD, on the other hand, gives an idea as to their likely outturn.MOD, on the other hand, gives an idea as to their likely outturn.MOD, on the other hand, gives an idea as to their likely outturn.MOD, on the other hand, gives an idea as to their likely outturn.



The basis upon which MOD estimates for government ACP projects was calculatedThe basis upon which MOD estimates for government ACP projects was calculatedThe basis upon which MOD estimates for government ACP projects was calculatedThe basis upon which MOD estimates for government ACP projects was calculated

is explained in information note FCRI(92-93)9, entitled "Government Expenditure onis explained in information note FCRI(92-93)9, entitled "Government Expenditure onis explained in information note FCRI(92-93)9, entitled "Government Expenditure onis explained in information note FCRI(92-93)9, entitled "Government Expenditure on

the Airport Core Programme: Adjustment from 1991 Dollars to Money of the Day".  Thisthe Airport Core Programme: Adjustment from 1991 Dollars to Money of the Day".  Thisthe Airport Core Programme: Adjustment from 1991 Dollars to Money of the Day".  Thisthe Airport Core Programme: Adjustment from 1991 Dollars to Money of the Day".  This

note was issued on 3 June 1992.  The MOD equivalents for the other ACP projects werenote was issued on 3 June 1992.  The MOD equivalents for the other ACP projects werenote was issued on 3 June 1992.  The MOD equivalents for the other ACP projects werenote was issued on 3 June 1992.  The MOD equivalents for the other ACP projects were

released to the public on             12 June 1992.released to the public on             12 June 1992.released to the public on             12 June 1992.released to the public on             12 June 1992.

Publicity activities on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights OrdinancePublicity activities on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights OrdinancePublicity activities on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights OrdinancePublicity activities on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance

10.10.10.10. MR JAMES TO asked: WilMR JAMES TO asked: WilMR JAMES TO asked: WilMR JAMES TO asked: Will the Government inform this Council, since the enactmentl the Government inform this Council, since the enactmentl the Government inform this Council, since the enactmentl the Government inform this Council, since the enactment

of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance in June 1991:of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance in June 1991:of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance in June 1991:of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance in June 1991:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether publicity activities have been organized by the Administration towhether publicity activities have been organized by the Administration towhether publicity activities have been organized by the Administration towhether publicity activities have been organized by the Administration to

educate members of the public on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance; if so, whateducate members of the public on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance; if so, whateducate members of the public on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance; if so, whateducate members of the public on the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance; if so, what

the number and nature of such activities are;the number and nature of such activities are;the number and nature of such activities are;the number and nature of such activities are;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether funds have been made available to non-government organizations towhether funds have been made available to non-government organizations towhether funds have been made available to non-government organizations towhether funds have been made available to non-government organizations to

organize such activities; if so, which organizations have been allocated funds andorganize such activities; if so, which organizations have been allocated funds andorganize such activities; if so, which organizations have been allocated funds andorganize such activities; if so, which organizations have been allocated funds and

what are the number and nature of the publicity activities organized by them; andwhat are the number and nature of the publicity activities organized by them; andwhat are the number and nature of the publicity activities organized by them; andwhat are the number and nature of the publicity activities organized by them; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether funds have been reserved in 1992-93 for the organization of suchwhether funds have been reserved in 1992-93 for the organization of suchwhether funds have been reserved in 1992-93 for the organization of suchwhether funds have been reserved in 1992-93 for the organization of such

activities; if so, what the size of allocation is?activities; if so, what the size of allocation is?activities; if so, what the size of allocation is?activities; if so, what the size of allocation is?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the Administration hasSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the Administration hasSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the Administration hasSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the Administration has

published educational materials to help members of the public to understand the Billpublished educational materials to help members of the public to understand the Billpublished educational materials to help members of the public to understand the Billpublished educational materials to help members of the public to understand the Bill

of Rights Ordinance.  10 000 copies of the Bill of Rights Ordinance and 20 000 copiesof Rights Ordinance.  10 000 copies of the Bill of Rights Ordinance and 20 000 copiesof Rights Ordinance.  10 000 copies of the Bill of Rights Ordinance and 20 000 copiesof Rights Ordinance.  10 000 copies of the Bill of Rights Ordinance and 20 000 copies

of an introductory booklet on the Ordinance have been distributed to the publicof an introductory booklet on the Ordinance have been distributed to the publicof an introductory booklet on the Ordinance have been distributed to the publicof an introductory booklet on the Ordinance have been distributed to the public

through the Information Services Department and the District Offices.through the Information Services Department and the District Offices.through the Information Services Department and the District Offices.through the Information Services Department and the District Offices.

The Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education (the Committee) has set up aThe Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education (the Committee) has set up aThe Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education (the Committee) has set up aThe Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education (the Committee) has set up a

Human Rights Education Sub-Committee in May 1992 to foster public understanding andHuman Rights Education Sub-Committee in May 1992 to foster public understanding andHuman Rights Education Sub-Committee in May 1992 to foster public understanding andHuman Rights Education Sub-Committee in May 1992 to foster public understanding and

respect for human rights.  Human rights education is one of the Committee's workrespect for human rights.  Human rights education is one of the Committee's workrespect for human rights.  Human rights education is one of the Committee's workrespect for human rights.  Human rights education is one of the Committee's work

priorities in 1992-93.priorities in 1992-93.priorities in 1992-93.priorities in 1992-93.

For the fiscal year 1992-93, government funds allocated for the work of theFor the fiscal year 1992-93, government funds allocated for the work of theFor the fiscal year 1992-93, government funds allocated for the work of theFor the fiscal year 1992-93, government funds allocated for the work of the

Committee amounts to $2.5 million, part of which has been earmarked for human rightsCommittee amounts to $2.5 million, part of which has been earmarked for human rightsCommittee amounts to $2.5 million, part of which has been earmarked for human rightsCommittee amounts to $2.5 million, part of which has been earmarked for human rights

education and publicity.  The Committee also receives a donation of $1 million fromeducation and publicity.  The Committee also receives a donation of $1 million fromeducation and publicity.  The Committee also receives a donation of $1 million fromeducation and publicity.  The Committee also receives a donation of $1 million from



the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club for organizing human rights education projects.  Thethe Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club for organizing human rights education projects.  Thethe Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club for organizing human rights education projects.  Thethe Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club for organizing human rights education projects.  The

projects so far planned in 1992-93 are:projects so far planned in 1992-93 are:projects so far planned in 1992-93 are:projects so far planned in 1992-93 are:

ProgrammeProgrammeProgrammeProgramme BudgetBudgetBudgetBudget

(a)(a)(a)(a) Special CommunitySpecial CommunitySpecial CommunitySpecial Community Participation Scheme Participation Scheme Participation Scheme Participation Scheme $300,000$300,000$300,000$300,000

on Human Rights Educationon Human Rights Educationon Human Rights Educationon Human Rights Education

The objective of the scheme is to encourageThe objective of the scheme is to encourageThe objective of the scheme is to encourageThe objective of the scheme is to encourage

voluntary agencies/community bodies to organizevoluntary agencies/community bodies to organizevoluntary agencies/community bodies to organizevoluntary agencies/community bodies to organize

their own human rights education projects.their own human rights education projects.their own human rights education projects.their own human rights education projects.

(See also last paragraph of this answer)(See also last paragraph of this answer)(See also last paragraph of this answer)(See also last paragraph of this answer)

(b)(b)(b)(b) PrPrPrProduction of information kits on human rightsoduction of information kits on human rightsoduction of information kits on human rightsoduction of information kits on human rights $295,000$295,000$295,000$295,000

(including handbook, video-tape and(including handbook, video-tape and(including handbook, video-tape and(including handbook, video-tape and

teaching materials)teaching materials)teaching materials)teaching materials)

The information kits will be distributed toThe information kits will be distributed toThe information kits will be distributed toThe information kits will be distributed to

schools and voluntary organizations.schools and voluntary organizations.schools and voluntary organizations.schools and voluntary organizations.

(c)(c)(c)(c) Illustrated Pamphlet on the Bill of Rights (BOIllustrated Pamphlet on the Bill of Rights (BOIllustrated Pamphlet on the Bill of Rights (BOIllustrated Pamphlet on the Bill of Rights (BOR)R)R)R) $100,000$100,000$100,000$100,000

(tentative)(tentative)(tentative)(tentative)

Free copies (40 000 tentative) will beFree copies (40 000 tentative) will beFree copies (40 000 tentative) will beFree copies (40 000 tentative) will be

distributed to the public.distributed to the public.distributed to the public.distributed to the public.

(d)(d)(d)(d) Civic Education DayCivic Education DayCivic Education DayCivic Education Day $420,000$420,000$420,000$420,000

(approx.)(approx.)(approx.)(approx.)

To be held in November 1992 with the To be held in November 1992 with the To be held in November 1992 with the To be held in November 1992 with the 

theme on human rights.  Sponsorship will also betheme on human rights.  Sponsorship will also betheme on human rights.  Sponsorship will also betheme on human rights.  Sponsorship will also be

granted to disgranted to disgranted to disgranted to district civic education bodies intrict civic education bodies intrict civic education bodies intrict civic education bodies in

organizing human rights projects in collaborationorganizing human rights projects in collaborationorganizing human rights projects in collaborationorganizing human rights projects in collaboration

with the Civic Education Day.with the Civic Education Day.with the Civic Education Day.with the Civic Education Day.



(e)(e)(e)(e) Seminars on Human Rights EducationSeminars on Human Rights EducationSeminars on Human Rights EducationSeminars on Human Rights Education $5,000$5,000$5,000$5,000

(tentative)(tentative)(tentative)(tentative)

Seminars will be held for teachersSeminars will be held for teachersSeminars will be held for teachersSeminars will be held for teachers

and frontline workers.and frontline workers.and frontline workers.and frontline workers.

(f)(f)(f)(f) RadRadRadRadio Programme on Human Rightsio Programme on Human Rightsio Programme on Human Rightsio Programme on Human Rights $70,000$70,000$70,000$70,000

(approx.)(approx.)(approx.)(approx.)

Radio programme on human rightsRadio programme on human rightsRadio programme on human rightsRadio programme on human rights

(including short drama and discussions),(including short drama and discussions),(including short drama and discussions),(including short drama and discussions),

each lasting for 10-15 minutes, will beeach lasting for 10-15 minutes, will beeach lasting for 10-15 minutes, will beeach lasting for 10-15 minutes, will be

broadcast every Saturday morning frombroadcast every Saturday morning frombroadcast every Saturday morning frombroadcast every Saturday morning from

25 July to 17 October 1992.25 July to 17 October 1992.25 July to 17 October 1992.25 July to 17 October 1992.

In additionIn additionIn additionIn addition, through its on-going Community Participation Scheme, the Committee, through its on-going Community Participation Scheme, the Committee, through its on-going Community Participation Scheme, the Committee, through its on-going Community Participation Scheme, the Committee

has sponsored twelve human rights-related civic education projects organized byhas sponsored twelve human rights-related civic education projects organized byhas sponsored twelve human rights-related civic education projects organized byhas sponsored twelve human rights-related civic education projects organized by

voluntary organizations and community bodies in 1990-91 to 1992-93.  The total amountvoluntary organizations and community bodies in 1990-91 to 1992-93.  The total amountvoluntary organizations and community bodies in 1990-91 to 1992-93.  The total amountvoluntary organizations and community bodies in 1990-91 to 1992-93.  The total amount

of sponsorship offered is about $374,000.  A list of these projects is at Annex.of sponsorship offered is about $374,000.  A list of these projects is at Annex.of sponsorship offered is about $374,000.  A list of these projects is at Annex.of sponsorship offered is about $374,000.  A list of these projects is at Annex.

AnnexAnnexAnnexAnnex

List of civic education projectsList of civic education projectsList of civic education projectsList of civic education projects

on Human Rights sponsored under theon Human Rights sponsored under theon Human Rights sponsored under theon Human Rights sponsored under the

Community Participation Scheme in 1990-91 to 1992-93Community Participation Scheme in 1990-91 to 1992-93Community Participation Scheme in 1990-91 to 1992-93Community Participation Scheme in 1990-91 to 1992-93

Themes/formatThemes/formatThemes/formatThemes/format       Amount      Amount      Amount      Amount

OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations of the projectof the projectof the projectof the project allocatallocatallocatallocated (in HK$)ed (in HK$)ed (in HK$)ed (in HK$)

1990-911990-911990-911990-91

1.1.1.1. Political SciencePolitical SciencePolitical SciencePolitical Science Human Rights campsHuman Rights campsHuman Rights campsHuman Rights camps $8,412$8,412$8,412$8,412

Society of theSociety of theSociety of theSociety of the for secondaryfor secondaryfor secondaryfor secondary

Hong KongHong KongHong KongHong Kong studentsstudentsstudentsstudents

UniversityUniversityUniversityUniversity

Students' UnionStudents' UnionStudents' UnionStudents' Union



2.2.2.2. Hong KongHong KongHong KongHong Kong Training courses forTraining courses forTraining courses forTraining courses for $50,000$50,000$50,000$50,000

ChristianChristianChristianChristian teachers andteachers andteachers andteachers and

InstituteInstituteInstituteInstitute teaching kits onteaching kits onteaching kits onteaching kits on

human righthuman righthuman righthuman rightssss

1991-921991-921991-921991-92

3.3.3.3. Justice and PeaceJustice and PeaceJustice and PeaceJustice and Peace Production of twoProduction of twoProduction of twoProduction of two $30,000$30,000$30,000$30,000

Commission of theCommission of theCommission of theCommission of the sets of teachingsets of teachingsets of teachingsets of teaching

Hong KongHong KongHong KongHong Kong kits for students,kits for students,kits for students,kits for students,

CatholicCatholicCatholicCatholic communitycommunitycommunitycommunity

DioceseDioceseDioceseDiocese organizations andorganizations andorganizations andorganizations and

members of themembers of themembers of themembers of the

church groupschurch groupschurch groupschurch groups

4.4.4.4. FinnishFinnishFinnishFinnish Community visits andCommunity visits andCommunity visits andCommunity visits and $5,000$5,000$5,000$5,000

MissionarMissionarMissionarMissionaryyyy camps for youngsterscamps for youngsterscamps for youngsterscamps for youngsters

Society Yuen LongSociety Yuen LongSociety Yuen LongSociety Yuen Long of the Yuen Longof the Yuen Longof the Yuen Longof the Yuen Long

Christian YouthChristian YouthChristian YouthChristian Youth DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict

and Childrenand Childrenand Childrenand Children

Service CentreService CentreService CentreService Centre

Themes/formatThemes/formatThemes/formatThemes/format       Amount      Amount      Amount      Amount

OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations of the projectof the projectof the projectof the project allocated (in HK$)allocated (in HK$)allocated (in HK$)allocated (in HK$)

1992-931992-931992-931992-93

5.5.5.5. Tai Kok TsuiTai Kok TsuiTai Kok TsuiTai Kok Tsui Quiz, seminar,Quiz, seminar,Quiz, seminar,Quiz, seminar, $37,090$37,090$37,090$37,090

Youth CentreYouth CentreYouth CentreYouth Centre of of of of exhibition on legalexhibition on legalexhibition on legalexhibition on legal

the Hong Kongthe Hong Kongthe Hong Kongthe Hong Kong awareness and humanawareness and humanawareness and humanawareness and human

Federation ofFederation ofFederation ofFederation of rightsrightsrightsrights

Youth GroupsYouth GroupsYouth GroupsYouth Groups

6.6.6.6. Justice and PeaceJustice and PeaceJustice and PeaceJustice and Peace Teaching kits onTeaching kits onTeaching kits onTeaching kits on $35,400$35,400$35,400$35,400

Commission of theCommission of theCommission of theCommission of the right to life andright to life andright to life andright to life and



Hong KongHong KongHong KongHong Kong elimination ofelimination ofelimination ofelimination of

Catholic DioceseCatholic DioceseCatholic DioceseCatholic Diocese discriminationdiscriminationdiscriminationdiscrimination

7.7.7.7. Society forSociety forSociety forSociety for PrPrPrProgrammes forogrammes forogrammes forogrammes for $50,500$50,500$50,500$50,500

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity promoting humanpromoting humanpromoting humanpromoting human

OrganizationOrganizationOrganizationOrganization rights includingrights includingrights includingrights including

games, case studies,games, case studies,games, case studies,games, case studies,

talks, visits, andtalks, visits, andtalks, visits, andtalks, visits, and

exhibitionsexhibitionsexhibitionsexhibitions

8.8.8.8. Lei Yue MunLei Yue MunLei Yue MunLei Yue Mun Talks, seminar, andTalks, seminar, andTalks, seminar, andTalks, seminar, and $12,950$12,950$12,950$12,950

Residents'Residents'Residents'Residents' correspondencecorrespondencecorrespondencecorrespondence

AssociationAssociationAssociationAssociation course on human rightscourse on human rightscourse on human rightscourse on human rights

9.9.9.9. TrainingTrainingTrainingTraining and and and and Production ofProduction ofProduction ofProduction of $50,000$50,000$50,000$50,000

Development UnitDevelopment UnitDevelopment UnitDevelopment Unit teaching kits onteaching kits onteaching kits onteaching kits on

of the Hong Kongof the Hong Kongof the Hong Kongof the Hong Kong human rightshuman rightshuman rightshuman rights

Federation ofFederation ofFederation ofFederation of

Youth GroupsYouth GroupsYouth GroupsYouth Groups

10.10.10.10. Hong KongHong KongHong KongHong Kong Script writingScript writingScript writingScript writing $50,100$50,100$50,100$50,100

Lutheran ChurchLutheran ChurchLutheran ChurchLutheran Church competitions, radiocompetitions, radiocompetitions, radiocompetitions, radio

play competition,play competition,play competition,play competition,

production ofproduction ofproduction ofproduction of

cassette tapes oncassette tapes oncassette tapes oncassette tapes on

hhhhuman rightsuman rightsuman rightsuman rights

11.11.11.11. Shatin YouthShatin YouthShatin YouthShatin Youth Inter-school quiz onInter-school quiz onInter-school quiz onInter-school quiz on $14,380$14,380$14,380$14,380

Centre, HongCentre, HongCentre, HongCentre, Hong human rights andhuman rights andhuman rights andhuman rights and

Kong LutheranKong LutheranKong LutheranKong Lutheran rule of lawrule of lawrule of lawrule of law

ChurchChurchChurchChurch

Themes/formatThemes/formatThemes/formatThemes/format       Amount      Amount      Amount      Amount

OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations of the projectof the projectof the projectof the project allocated (in HK$)allocated (in HK$)allocated (in HK$)allocated (in HK$)



12.12.12.12. University ofUniversity ofUniversity ofUniversity of Exhibitions, quiz,Exhibitions, quiz,Exhibitions, quiz,Exhibitions, quiz, $30,400$30,400$30,400$30,400

DemoDemoDemoDemocracy/Workingcracy/Workingcracy/Workingcracy/Working camp and pamphletscamp and pamphletscamp and pamphletscamp and pamphlets

Group on localGroup on localGroup on localGroup on local on human rights andon human rights andon human rights andon human rights and

education oneducation oneducation oneducation on rule of lawrule of lawrule of lawrule of law

democracydemocracydemocracydemocracy

projectprojectprojectproject

--------------------------------------------

Total:Total:Total:Total: $374,232$374,232$374,232$374,232

Cordoning off of an area in front of the New China News AgencyCordoning off of an area in front of the New China News AgencyCordoning off of an area in front of the New China News AgencyCordoning off of an area in front of the New China News Agency

11.11.11.11. MR ERIC LI asked: Will the Government MR ERIC LI asked: Will the Government MR ERIC LI asked: Will the Government MR ERIC LI asked: Will the Government inform this Council under which ordinanceinform this Council under which ordinanceinform this Council under which ordinanceinform this Council under which ordinance

the Police blockaded the area in front of the New China News Agency (Hong Kong Branch);the Police blockaded the area in front of the New China News Agency (Hong Kong Branch);the Police blockaded the area in front of the New China News Agency (Hong Kong Branch);the Police blockaded the area in front of the New China News Agency (Hong Kong Branch);

and in taking such action, what criteria have been adopted to determine the scopeand in taking such action, what criteria have been adopted to determine the scopeand in taking such action, what criteria have been adopted to determine the scopeand in taking such action, what criteria have been adopted to determine the scope

and boundary of the blockade?and boundary of the blockade?and boundary of the blockade?and boundary of the blockade?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, section 10 of the Police Force OrdinanceSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, section 10 of the Police Force OrdinanceSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, section 10 of the Police Force OrdinanceSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, section 10 of the Police Force Ordinance

empowers the police to take lawful measures to preserve public peace and to protectempowers the police to take lawful measures to preserve public peace and to protectempowers the police to take lawful measures to preserve public peace and to protectempowers the police to take lawful measures to preserve public peace and to protect

life and property.  In discharging these duties, it is sometimes necessary for thelife and property.  In discharging these duties, it is sometimes necessary for thelife and property.  In discharging these duties, it is sometimes necessary for thelife and property.  In discharging these duties, it is sometimes necessary for the

police to cordon off temporarily certain areas.  The area outside the New China Newspolice to cordon off temporarily certain areas.  The area outside the New China Newspolice to cordon off temporarily certain areas.  The area outside the New China Newspolice to cordon off temporarily certain areas.  The area outside the New China News

Agency is a case in point.  The decision to cordon off a public area is taken by policeAgency is a case in point.  The decision to cordon off a public area is taken by policeAgency is a case in point.  The decision to cordon off a public area is taken by policeAgency is a case in point.  The decision to cordon off a public area is taken by police

commanders at the scene in the interests of public order and public safety.commanders at the scene in the interests of public order and public safety.commanders at the scene in the interests of public order and public safety.commanders at the scene in the interests of public order and public safety.

Consultancies commissioned by the Hospital AuthorityConsultancies commissioned by the Hospital AuthorityConsultancies commissioned by the Hospital AuthorityConsultancies commissioned by the Hospital Authority

12.12.12.12. MR MICHAEL HO: The Hospital Authority (HA) has commissioned a number ofMR MICHAEL HO: The Hospital Authority (HA) has commissioned a number ofMR MICHAEL HO: The Hospital Authority (HA) has commissioned a number ofMR MICHAEL HO: The Hospital Authority (HA) has commissioned a number of

consultants since its establishment to give advice on various matters concerningconsultants since its establishment to give advice on various matters concerningconsultants since its establishment to give advice on various matters concerningconsultants since its establishment to give advice on various matters concerning

reforms.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:reforms.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:reforms.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:reforms.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) of the following -of the following -of the following -of the following -

(i)(i)(i)(i) the number of consultants commissioned;the number of consultants commissioned;the number of consultants commissioned;the number of consultants commissioned;

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) the dates of their first appointment;the dates of their first appointment;the dates of their first appointment;the dates of their first appointment;



(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) the tenure of their appointment;the tenure of their appointment;the tenure of their appointment;the tenure of their appointment;

(iv)(iv)(iv)(iv) the costs incurred; andthe costs incurred; andthe costs incurred; andthe costs incurred; and

(v)(v)(v)(v) the titles and objectives of the projects/items involvethe titles and objectives of the projects/items involvethe titles and objectives of the projects/items involvethe titles and objectives of the projects/items involved;d;d;d;

(b)(b)(b)(b) of the criteria on which the HA determined the allocation of funds toof the criteria on which the HA determined the allocation of funds toof the criteria on which the HA determined the allocation of funds toof the criteria on which the HA determined the allocation of funds to

commission these consultants;commission these consultants;commission these consultants;commission these consultants;

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether the studies completed have met the requirements of the HA; andwhether the studies completed have met the requirements of the HA; andwhether the studies completed have met the requirements of the HA; andwhether the studies completed have met the requirements of the HA; and

(d)(d)(d)(d) which consultancy reports have been endorsed by the HA and what which consultancy reports have been endorsed by the HA and what which consultancy reports have been endorsed by the HA and what which consultancy reports have been endorsed by the HA and what the positionthe positionthe positionthe position

is as to their implementation?is as to their implementation?is as to their implementation?is as to their implementation?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: The answers, seriatim, are as follows:SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: The answers, seriatim, are as follows:SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: The answers, seriatim, are as follows:SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: The answers, seriatim, are as follows:

(a) (a) (a) (a) Hospital Authority has commissioned a total of five consultancy studiesHospital Authority has commissioned a total of five consultancy studiesHospital Authority has commissioned a total of five consultancy studiesHospital Authority has commissioned a total of five consultancy studies

in 1991-92.  Relevant details on these studies are summarized below:in 1991-92.  Relevant details on these studies are summarized below:in 1991-92.  Relevant details on these studies are summarized below:in 1991-92.  Relevant details on these studies are summarized below:

Date of firstDate of firstDate of firstDate of first Tenure ofTenure ofTenure ofTenure of

                TitleTitleTitleTitle appointmentappointmentappointmentappointment appointmentappointmentappointmentappointment ExpenditureExpenditureExpenditureExpenditure

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                DiagnosticDiagnosticDiagnosticDiagnostic Sept 1991Sept 1991Sept 1991Sept 1991 5.5 months5.5 months5.5 months5.5 months $850,000$850,000$850,000$850,000

                Review ofReview ofReview ofReview of

            HospitalHospitalHospitalHospital

            SupportingSupportingSupportingSupporting

ServiceServiceServiceService

        CommunicationCommunicationCommunicationCommunication May 1May 1May 1May 1991991991991 8 months8 months8 months8 months $1,730,000$1,730,000$1,730,000$1,730,000

InterimInterimInterimInterim Apr 1991Apr 1991Apr 1991Apr 1991 3 months3 months3 months3 months $2,650,000$2,650,000$2,650,000$2,650,000

ManagementManagementManagementManagement

InformationInformationInformationInformation

System StudiesSystem StudiesSystem StudiesSystem Studies

Parts I & IIParts I & IIParts I & IIParts I & II

InterimInterimInterimInterim Sept 1991Sept 1991Sept 1991Sept 1991 12 months12 months12 months12 months $2,950,000$2,950,000$2,950,000$2,950,000



ManagementManagementManagementManagement (for(for(for(for

InformationInformationInformationInformation developmentdevelopmentdevelopmentdevelopment

System StudiesSystem StudiesSystem StudiesSystem Studies of computerof computerof computerof computer

Part IIIPart IIIPart IIIPart III sofsofsofsoftwaretwaretwaretware

in 1992-93)in 1992-93)in 1992-93)in 1992-93)

DiagnosticDiagnosticDiagnosticDiagnostic Oct 1991Oct 1991Oct 1991Oct 1991 4.5 months4.5 months4.5 months4.5 months $1,730,000$1,730,000$1,730,000$1,730,000

                Review ofReview ofReview ofReview of

                ClinicalClinicalClinicalClinical

                ServicesServicesServicesServices

                in Hong Kongin Hong Kongin Hong Kongin Hong Kong

                HospitalsHospitalsHospitalsHospitals

Date of firstDate of firstDate of firstDate of first Tenure ofTenure ofTenure ofTenure of

                TitleTitleTitleTitle appointmentappointmentappointmentappointment appointmentappointmentappointmentappointment ExpenditureExpenditureExpenditureExpenditure

            Medical RecordMedical RecordMedical RecordMedical Record Jan 1992Jan 1992Jan 1992Jan 1992 2 months2 months2 months2 months $1$1$1$120,00020,00020,00020,000

                Management SystemManagement SystemManagement SystemManagement System

Additional information on the objectives of each consultancy is at Annex A.Additional information on the objectives of each consultancy is at Annex A.Additional information on the objectives of each consultancy is at Annex A.Additional information on the objectives of each consultancy is at Annex A.

(b)(b)(b)(b) Consultants are engaged by the Hospital Authority to provide expert adviceConsultants are engaged by the Hospital Authority to provide expert adviceConsultants are engaged by the Hospital Authority to provide expert adviceConsultants are engaged by the Hospital Authority to provide expert advice

on various aspects of reform.  When determining the allocation of funds foron various aspects of reform.  When determining the allocation of funds foron various aspects of reform.  When determining the allocation of funds foron various aspects of reform.  When determining the allocation of funds for

consultancy studies, due consideration is given to the feasibility of conducting themconsultancy studies, due consideration is given to the feasibility of conducting themconsultancy studies, due consideration is given to the feasibility of conducting themconsultancy studies, due consideration is given to the feasibility of conducting them

in-house, the urgency for introducing improvements in step with the hospitalin-house, the urgency for introducing improvements in step with the hospitalin-house, the urgency for introducing improvements in step with the hospitalin-house, the urgency for introducing improvements in step with the hospital

management reform programme, the need for input from experts with internationalmanagement reform programme, the need for input from experts with internationalmanagement reform programme, the need for input from experts with internationalmanagement reform programme, the need for input from experts with international

repute and relevant experience to set the direction for future planning and provisionrepute and relevant experience to set the direction for future planning and provisionrepute and relevant experience to set the direction for future planning and provisionrepute and relevant experience to set the direction for future planning and provision

of services or infrastructural systems.  The procedures for engagement ofof services or infrastructural systems.  The procedures for engagement ofof services or infrastructural systems.  The procedures for engagement ofof services or infrastructural systems.  The procedures for engagement of

consultants are set out in the circular on "Interim Tendering Procedures in relationconsultants are set out in the circular on "Interim Tendering Procedures in relationconsultants are set out in the circular on "Interim Tendering Procedures in relationconsultants are set out in the circular on "Interim Tendering Procedures in relation

to Services" at Annex B.to Services" at Annex B.to Services" at Annex B.to Services" at Annex B.

(c)(c)(c)(c) All consultancy studies are closely monitored and evaluated by a steeringAll consultancy studies are closely monitored and evaluated by a steeringAll consultancy studies are closely monitored and evaluated by a steeringAll consultancy studies are closely monitored and evaluated by a steering

committee established by the Hospital Authority.  Except the Interim Managementcommittee established by the Hospital Authority.  Except the Interim Managementcommittee established by the Hospital Authority.  Except the Interim Managementcommittee established by the Hospital Authority.  Except the Interim Management

Information System Studies which is due for completion in August 1992, all the studiesInformation System Studies which is due for completion in August 1992, all the studiesInformation System Studies which is due for completion in August 1992, all the studiesInformation System Studies which is due for completion in August 1992, all the studies

have been completed and their recommendations adopted.have been completed and their recommendations adopted.have been completed and their recommendations adopted.have been completed and their recommendations adopted.

(d)(d)(d)(d) The Hospital Authority is in the course of implementing variousThe Hospital Authority is in the course of implementing variousThe Hospital Authority is in the course of implementing variousThe Hospital Authority is in the course of implementing various

recommendations made by the consultants.  The latest progress is summarized below:recommendations made by the consultants.  The latest progress is summarized below:recommendations made by the consultants.  The latest progress is summarized below:recommendations made by the consultants.  The latest progress is summarized below:



Supporting ServicesSupporting ServicesSupporting ServicesSupporting Services ---- environmental and physicenvironmental and physicenvironmental and physicenvironmental and physicalalalal

improvements are being improvements are being improvements are being improvements are being implemented at variousimplemented at variousimplemented at variousimplemented at various

hospitals.  hospitals.  hospitals.  hospitals.  Other recommendations are accordedOther recommendations are accordedOther recommendations are accordedOther recommendations are accorded

with priority for implementation.with priority for implementation.with priority for implementation.with priority for implementation.

CommunicationCommunicationCommunicationCommunication ---- recommendations have been recommendations have been recommendations have been recommendations have been implementedimplementedimplementedimplemented

to improve existing to improve existing to improve existing to improve existing communication channels acommunication channels acommunication channels acommunication channels and nd nd nd 

publicity arrangements.publicity arrangements.publicity arrangements.publicity arrangements.

Information SystemInformation SystemInformation SystemInformation System ---- an interim management informationan interim management informationan interim management informationan interim management information

system has been designedsystem has been designedsystem has been designedsystem has been designed and installed forand installed forand installed forand installed for

user testing.user testing.user testing.user testing.

Clinical ServicesClinical ServicesClinical ServicesClinical Services ---- a strategy is being mapped out fora strategy is being mapped out fora strategy is being mapped out fora strategy is being mapped out for

    implementation of the relevantimplementation of the relevantimplementation of the relevantimplementation of the relevant

    recommrecommrecommrecommendations.endations.endations.endations.

Medical RecordMedical RecordMedical RecordMedical Record ---- a pilot hospital has been selected toa pilot hospital has been selected toa pilot hospital has been selected toa pilot hospital has been selected to

implement the model medical recordimplement the model medical recordimplement the model medical recordimplement the model medical record

management system and to assess themanagement system and to assess themanagement system and to assess themanagement system and to assess the

feasibility of extending the system tofeasibility of extending the system tofeasibility of extending the system tofeasibility of extending the system to

other hospitals.other hospitals.other hospitals.other hospitals.

Annex AAnnex AAnnex AAnnex A

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

Consultancy on the Diagnostic Review of Hospital Supporting ServicesConsultancy on the Diagnostic Review of Hospital Supporting ServicesConsultancy on the Diagnostic Review of Hospital Supporting ServicesConsultancy on the Diagnostic Review of Hospital Supporting Services

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

(a)(a)(a)(a) to identify major opportunities for reforms in order to achieve facility andto identify major opportunities for reforms in order to achieve facility andto identify major opportunities for reforms in order to achieve facility andto identify major opportunities for reforms in order to achieve facility and

services improvement and/or cost benefit;services improvement and/or cost benefit;services improvement and/or cost benefit;services improvement and/or cost benefit;

(b)(b)(b)(b) to recommend standards and management reforms, including staffing orto recommend standards and management reforms, including staffing orto recommend standards and management reforms, including staffing orto recommend standards and management reforms, including staffing organizationganizationganizationganization

and standards, to bring these services in line with modern practices; andand standards, to bring these services in line with modern practices; andand standards, to bring these services in line with modern practices; andand standards, to bring these services in line with modern practices; and



(c)(c)(c)(c) to provide the Hospital Authority with a strategic implementation plan withto provide the Hospital Authority with a strategic implementation plan withto provide the Hospital Authority with a strategic implementation plan withto provide the Hospital Authority with a strategic implementation plan with

practical options on how such services may be restructured, including the feasibilitypractical options on how such services may be restructured, including the feasibilitypractical options on how such services may be restructured, including the feasibilitypractical options on how such services may be restructured, including the feasibility

of contracting out.of contracting out.of contracting out.of contracting out.

The scope of the Supporting Services review covered:The scope of the Supporting Services review covered:The scope of the Supporting Services review covered:The scope of the Supporting Services review covered:

(a)(a)(a)(a) domestic services;domestic services;domestic services;domestic services;

(b)(b)(b)(b) patient and staff amenities and ancillary services;patient and staff amenities and ancillary services;patient and staff amenities and ancillary services;patient and staff amenities and ancillary services;

(c)(c)(c)(c) pest control and pollution/environmental control;pest control and pollution/environmental control;pest control and pollution/environmental control;pest control and pollution/environmental control;

(d)(d)(d)(d) grounds and premises management servicegrounds and premises management servicegrounds and premises management servicegrounds and premises management services; ands; ands; ands; and

(e)(e)(e)(e) linen/uniform supply and laundry services.linen/uniform supply and laundry services.linen/uniform supply and laundry services.linen/uniform supply and laundry services.

Consultancy on Communications StrategyConsultancy on Communications StrategyConsultancy on Communications StrategyConsultancy on Communications Strategy

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

(a)(a)(a)(a) advise on and assist in the development of an effective communications strategyadvise on and assist in the development of an effective communications strategyadvise on and assist in the development of an effective communications strategyadvise on and assist in the development of an effective communications strategy

for both the internal and external target audience, with specific reference tofor both the internal and external target audience, with specific reference tofor both the internal and external target audience, with specific reference tofor both the internal and external target audience, with specific reference to

critical events of the HA;critical events of the HA;critical events of the HA;critical events of the HA;

(b)(b)(b)(b) design a communications package relating to the transfer option exercise, anddesign a communications package relating to the transfer option exercise, anddesign a communications package relating to the transfer option exercise, anddesign a communications package relating to the transfer option exercise, and

provide training for staff who are going to disseminate the information;provide training for staff who are going to disseminate the information;provide training for staff who are going to disseminate the information;provide training for staff who are going to disseminate the information;

(c)(c)(c)(c) design an orientation and induction programme for sdesign an orientation and induction programme for sdesign an orientation and induction programme for sdesign an orientation and induction programme for staff to further publicize thetaff to further publicize thetaff to further publicize thetaff to further publicize the

HA message and culture, and to train up PR managers;HA message and culture, and to train up PR managers;HA message and culture, and to train up PR managers;HA message and culture, and to train up PR managers;

(d)(d)(d)(d) design a communication package leading to management reforms at the hospitaldesign a communication package leading to management reforms at the hospitaldesign a communication package leading to management reforms at the hospitaldesign a communication package leading to management reforms at the hospital

level.level.level.level.

Consultancy on Interim Management Information System StudiesConsultancy on Interim Management Information System StudiesConsultancy on Interim Management Information System StudiesConsultancy on Interim Management Information System Studies

ObjectiveObjectiveObjectiveObjective



The purpThe purpThe purpThe purpose of the Interim Management Information System is to ensure thatose of the Interim Management Information System is to ensure thatose of the Interim Management Information System is to ensure thatose of the Interim Management Information System is to ensure that

appropriate management information would be available to support management reformsappropriate management information would be available to support management reformsappropriate management information would be available to support management reformsappropriate management information would be available to support management reforms

in the HA.  The project was taken up in three parts:in the HA.  The project was taken up in three parts:in the HA.  The project was taken up in three parts:in the HA.  The project was taken up in three parts:

Part IPart IPart IPart I to identify the management information (inclto identify the management information (inclto identify the management information (inclto identify the management information (including standard definitions ofuding standard definitions ofuding standard definitions ofuding standard definitions of

data and performance indicators) that will be required by hospitals implementing thedata and performance indicators) that will be required by hospitals implementing thedata and performance indicators) that will be required by hospitals implementing thedata and performance indicators) that will be required by hospitals implementing the

new management structure; and the corporate management information that is considerednew management structure; and the corporate management information that is considerednew management structure; and the corporate management information that is considerednew management structure; and the corporate management information that is considered

to be necessary for the HA to monitor effectively the hospitals under its control.to be necessary for the HA to monitor effectively the hospitals under its control.to be necessary for the HA to monitor effectively the hospitals under its control.to be necessary for the HA to monitor effectively the hospitals under its control.

Part IIPart IIPart IIPart II to propose practical options for the implementation of an interim managementto propose practical options for the implementation of an interim managementto propose practical options for the implementation of an interim managementto propose practical options for the implementation of an interim management

information system in HA hospitals including the identification of resources requiredinformation system in HA hospitals including the identification of resources requiredinformation system in HA hospitals including the identification of resources requiredinformation system in HA hospitals including the identification of resources required

for each option; andfor each option; andfor each option; andfor each option; and

Part IIIPart IIIPart IIIPart III to design, develop and imto design, develop and imto design, develop and imto design, develop and implement the chosen option and to assist in theplement the chosen option and to assist in theplement the chosen option and to assist in theplement the chosen option and to assist in the

training of all relevant HA staff.training of all relevant HA staff.training of all relevant HA staff.training of all relevant HA staff.

Consultancy on Diagnostic Review of Clinical Services in Hong Kong HospitalsConsultancy on Diagnostic Review of Clinical Services in Hong Kong HospitalsConsultancy on Diagnostic Review of Clinical Services in Hong Kong HospitalsConsultancy on Diagnostic Review of Clinical Services in Hong Kong Hospitals

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

(a)(a)(a)(a) develop a practical "Role Delineation Model" applicable locally, for thedevelop a practical "Role Delineation Model" applicable locally, for thedevelop a practical "Role Delineation Model" applicable locally, for thedevelop a practical "Role Delineation Model" applicable locally, for the

assessment of medical service levels within each public hospital;assessment of medical service levels within each public hospital;assessment of medical service levels within each public hospital;assessment of medical service levels within each public hospital;

(b)(b)(b)(b) use the agreed "Role Delineation Model" to evaluate and identify the role, leveluse the agreed "Role Delineation Model" to evaluate and identify the role, leveluse the agreed "Role Delineation Model" to evaluate and identify the role, leveluse the agreed "Role Delineation Model" to evaluate and identify the role, level

and complexity of medical services delivered in existing public hospitals and theirand complexity of medical services delivered in existing public hospitals and theirand complexity of medical services delivered in existing public hospitals and theirand complexity of medical services delivered in existing public hospitals and their

possible future potential, as well as the systematic indentification of the currentpossible future potential, as well as the systematic indentification of the currentpossible future potential, as well as the systematic indentification of the currentpossible future potential, as well as the systematic indentification of the current

distribution of hospital resources;distribution of hospital resources;distribution of hospital resources;distribution of hospital resources;

(c)(c)(c)(c) provide the HA with a situational analysis of the current service patterns andprovide the HA with a situational analysis of the current service patterns andprovide the HA with a situational analysis of the current service patterns andprovide the HA with a situational analysis of the current service patterns and

resources usage and identify gaps and duplications within the hospital system; andresources usage and identify gaps and duplications within the hospital system; andresources usage and identify gaps and duplications within the hospital system; andresources usage and identify gaps and duplications within the hospital system; and

(d)(d)(d)(d) report on the Hospital Authority's physical asset base and recommend on the futurereport on the Hospital Authority's physical asset base and recommend on the futurereport on the Hospital Authority's physical asset base and recommend on the futurereport on the Hospital Authority's physical asset base and recommend on the future

capacity for expansion and change at each hospital site.capacity for expansion and change at each hospital site.capacity for expansion and change at each hospital site.capacity for expansion and change at each hospital site.

Consultancy on Medical Record Management SystemConsultancy on Medical Record Management SystemConsultancy on Medical Record Management SystemConsultancy on Medical Record Management System



ObjectiveObjectiveObjectiveObjective

To provide technical support to the WorkinTo provide technical support to the WorkinTo provide technical support to the WorkinTo provide technical support to the Working Group on Medical Record Managementg Group on Medical Record Managementg Group on Medical Record Managementg Group on Medical Record Management

System, which is set up to advise the Hospital Authority on the opportunities andSystem, which is set up to advise the Hospital Authority on the opportunities andSystem, which is set up to advise the Hospital Authority on the opportunities andSystem, which is set up to advise the Hospital Authority on the opportunities and

strategies to improve on the Medical Record Management System in HA hospitals.strategies to improve on the Medical Record Management System in HA hospitals.strategies to improve on the Medical Record Management System in HA hospitals.strategies to improve on the Medical Record Management System in HA hospitals.

Annex BAnnex BAnnex BAnnex B

Interim Tendering Procedures in relation to ServicesInterim Tendering Procedures in relation to ServicesInterim Tendering Procedures in relation to ServicesInterim Tendering Procedures in relation to Services

PurposePurposePurposePurpose

This circular sets out the procedures in relation to tendering for servicesThis circular sets out the procedures in relation to tendering for servicesThis circular sets out the procedures in relation to tendering for servicesThis circular sets out the procedures in relation to tendering for services

required by the Authority the value of which exceeds $200,000 per tender, which haverequired by the Authority the value of which exceeds $200,000 per tender, which haverequired by the Authority the value of which exceeds $200,000 per tender, which haverequired by the Authority the value of which exceeds $200,000 per tender, which have

been approved by the Executive Committee on 7 May 1991.  These procedures shall bebeen approved by the Executive Committee on 7 May 1991.  These procedures shall bebeen approved by the Executive Committee on 7 May 1991.  These procedures shall bebeen approved by the Executive Committee on 7 May 1991.  These procedures shall be

applicable up to the date when the management responsibilities of the public hospitalsapplicable up to the date when the management responsibilities of the public hospitalsapplicable up to the date when the management responsibilities of the public hospitalsapplicable up to the date when the management responsibilities of the public hospitals

are transferred to the HA, about October 1991.are transferred to the HA, about October 1991.are transferred to the HA, about October 1991.are transferred to the HA, about October 1991.

Basic ProceduresBasic ProceduresBasic ProceduresBasic Procedures

If a service is considered necessary by an executive and the value of such serviceIf a service is considered necessary by an executive and the value of such serviceIf a service is considered necessary by an executive and the value of such serviceIf a service is considered necessary by an executive and the value of such service

is over $200,000, he should initiate a request for tendering. Such request shouldis over $200,000, he should initiate a request for tendering. Such request shouldis over $200,000, he should initiate a request for tendering. Such request shouldis over $200,000, he should initiate a request for tendering. Such request should

be made to the Executive Committee via the Director of Operations, who is the votebe made to the Executive Committee via the Director of Operations, who is the votebe made to the Executive Committee via the Director of Operations, who is the votebe made to the Executive Committee via the Director of Operations, who is the vote

controller of all non-payroll expenses, and a paper should be drafted for thecontroller of all non-payroll expenses, and a paper should be drafted for thecontroller of all non-payroll expenses, and a paper should be drafted for thecontroller of all non-payroll expenses, and a paper should be drafted for the

consideration of the Executive Committee with the following information:consideration of the Executive Committee with the following information:consideration of the Executive Committee with the following information:consideration of the Executive Committee with the following information:

(a)(a)(a)(a) Type of tender, whether it is to be:Type of tender, whether it is to be:Type of tender, whether it is to be:Type of tender, whether it is to be:

(i)(i)(i)(i) Public -- notifications to be published in newspapersPublic -- notifications to be published in newspapersPublic -- notifications to be published in newspapersPublic -- notifications to be published in newspapers

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) Restricted -- a number of firms to be shortlisted which is to be no fewerRestricted -- a number of firms to be shortlisted which is to be no fewerRestricted -- a number of firms to be shortlisted which is to be no fewerRestricted -- a number of firms to be shortlisted which is to be no fewer

than twothan twothan twothan two



(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) SingSingSingSingle -- only one firmle -- only one firmle -- only one firmle -- only one firm

Justifications should be made if the type of tender recommended is not to be publicJustifications should be made if the type of tender recommended is not to be publicJustifications should be made if the type of tender recommended is not to be publicJustifications should be made if the type of tender recommended is not to be public

(Type (i)).(Type (i)).(Type (i)).(Type (i)).

(b)(b)(b)(b) Whether prequalification is necessary; this is usually applicable to highWhether prequalification is necessary; this is usually applicable to highWhether prequalification is necessary; this is usually applicable to highWhether prequalification is necessary; this is usually applicable to high

value projects and services either of a very complicated nature or of unusual naturevalue projects and services either of a very complicated nature or of unusual naturevalue projects and services either of a very complicated nature or of unusual naturevalue projects and services either of a very complicated nature or of unusual nature

for existing list of suppliers.for existing list of suppliers.for existing list of suppliers.for existing list of suppliers.

(c)(c)(c)(c) Brief for tenderer, which should usually include the following information:Brief for tenderer, which should usually include the following information:Brief for tenderer, which should usually include the following information:Brief for tenderer, which should usually include the following information:

(i)(i)(i)(i) Purpose of the tender,Purpose of the tender,Purpose of the tender,Purpose of the tender,

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) Background information about the Authority,Background information about the Authority,Background information about the Authority,Background information about the Authority,

(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) Description of service requiDescription of service requiDescription of service requiDescription of service required and the objectives to be achieved,red and the objectives to be achieved,red and the objectives to be achieved,red and the objectives to be achieved,

(iv)(iv)(iv)(iv) Period of the service required,Period of the service required,Period of the service required,Period of the service required,

(v)(v)(v)(v) List of deliverables and time schedule related thereto,List of deliverables and time schedule related thereto,List of deliverables and time schedule related thereto,List of deliverables and time schedule related thereto,

(vi)(vi)(vi)(vi) Name of contact person in the Authority,Name of contact person in the Authority,Name of contact person in the Authority,Name of contact person in the Authority,

(vii)(vii)(vii)(vii) Terms of offer requested -- the most important terms includeTerms of offer requested -- the most important terms includeTerms of offer requested -- the most important terms includeTerms of offer requested -- the most important terms include quotation quotation quotation quotation

of fees and charges and terms of payment,of fees and charges and terms of payment,of fees and charges and terms of payment,of fees and charges and terms of payment,

(viii)(viii)(viii)(viii) Requirements of the written proposal -- to ask the tenderer to give, forRequirements of the written proposal -- to ask the tenderer to give, forRequirements of the written proposal -- to ask the tenderer to give, forRequirements of the written proposal -- to ask the tenderer to give, for

example, descriptions of the tenderer's understanding of the objectives, theexample, descriptions of the tenderer's understanding of the objectives, theexample, descriptions of the tenderer's understanding of the objectives, theexample, descriptions of the tenderer's understanding of the objectives, the

methodologies and approach to the assignment, the assignment team, and so on,methodologies and approach to the assignment, the assignment team, and so on,methodologies and approach to the assignment, the assignment team, and so on,methodologies and approach to the assignment, the assignment team, and so on,

(ix)(ix)(ix)(ix) Disclaimer -- we should state that the invitation is without commitmentDisclaimer -- we should state that the invitation is without commitmentDisclaimer -- we should state that the invitation is without commitmentDisclaimer -- we should state that the invitation is without commitment

on the part of the Authority and there is no obligation to accept the lowest or anyon the part of the Authority and there is no obligation to accept the lowest or anyon the part of the Authority and there is no obligation to accept the lowest or anyon the part of the Authority and there is no obligation to accept the lowest or any

offer, and no warranty is given by the Authority regarding the accuracy oroffer, and no warranty is given by the Authority regarding the accuracy oroffer, and no warranty is given by the Authority regarding the accuracy oroffer, and no warranty is given by the Authority regarding the accuracy or

completeness of the information in the Brief.completeness of the information in the Brief.completeness of the information in the Brief.completeness of the information in the Brief.

(x)(x)(x)(x) Any other information depending on the nature and type of tender.Any other information depending on the nature and type of tender.Any other information depending on the nature and type of tender.Any other information depending on the nature and type of tender.



(d)(d)(d)(d) Proposed composition of assessment panelProposed composition of assessment panelProposed composition of assessment panelProposed composition of assessment panel

The panel should be formed by experts in the relevant fields of the subject matterThe panel should be formed by experts in the relevant fields of the subject matterThe panel should be formed by experts in the relevant fields of the subject matterThe panel should be formed by experts in the relevant fields of the subject matter

and consist of at least three members including the initiating executive, and aand consist of at least three members including the initiating executive, and aand consist of at least three members including the initiating executive, and aand consist of at least three members including the initiating executive, and a

secretary.  A chairman is to be nominated among the three members.secretary.  A chairman is to be nominated among the three members.secretary.  A chairman is to be nominated among the three members.secretary.  A chairman is to be nominated among the three members.

(e)(e)(e)(e) Time schedule relating to the appointment of the firm -- the milestones upTime schedule relating to the appointment of the firm -- the milestones upTime schedule relating to the appointment of the firm -- the milestones upTime schedule relating to the appointment of the firm -- the milestones up

to the date of signing the service agreement.to the date of signing the service agreement.to the date of signing the service agreement.to the date of signing the service agreement.

(f)(f)(f)(f) Rough estimate of the total costs of the service.Rough estimate of the total costs of the service.Rough estimate of the total costs of the service.Rough estimate of the total costs of the service.

(g)(g)(g)(g) Depending on the estimated cost, an indication as to which tender board shouldDepending on the estimated cost, an indication as to which tender board shouldDepending on the estimated cost, an indication as to which tender board shouldDepending on the estimated cost, an indication as to which tender board should

review the tender assessment.review the tender assessment.review the tender assessment.review the tender assessment.

(h)(h)(h)(h) In the case of restricted tenders, a proposed lisIn the case of restricted tenders, a proposed lisIn the case of restricted tenders, a proposed lisIn the case of restricted tenders, a proposed list of tenderers.t of tenderers.t of tenderers.t of tenderers.

After the tender proposal has been approved by the Executive Committee, theAfter the tender proposal has been approved by the Executive Committee, theAfter the tender proposal has been approved by the Executive Committee, theAfter the tender proposal has been approved by the Executive Committee, the

initiating executive should send out the tender documents or arrange forinitiating executive should send out the tender documents or arrange forinitiating executive should send out the tender documents or arrange forinitiating executive should send out the tender documents or arrange for

advertisements, and arrange for the receipt of the written proposals from theadvertisements, and arrange for the receipt of the written proposals from theadvertisements, and arrange for the receipt of the written proposals from theadvertisements, and arrange for the receipt of the written proposals from the

tenderers, at the stipulated time.  The tenderers' proposals should usually betenderers, at the stipulated time.  The tenderers' proposals should usually betenderers, at the stipulated time.  The tenderers' proposals should usually betenderers, at the stipulated time.  The tenderers' proposals should usually be

delivered into the tender box at the Head Office.  The Supplies Unit is responsibledelivered into the tender box at the Head Office.  The Supplies Unit is responsibledelivered into the tender box at the Head Office.  The Supplies Unit is responsibledelivered into the tender box at the Head Office.  The Supplies Unit is responsible

for arranging a team consisting of at least two staff members to open the tendersfor arranging a team consisting of at least two staff members to open the tendersfor arranging a team consisting of at least two staff members to open the tendersfor arranging a team consisting of at least two staff members to open the tenders

and initial all tenders received.  Thereafter the tenders will be sent to theand initial all tenders received.  Thereafter the tenders will be sent to theand initial all tenders received.  Thereafter the tenders will be sent to theand initial all tenders received.  Thereafter the tenders will be sent to the

initiating executive for arrangement of assessment.initiating executive for arrangement of assessment.initiating executive for arrangement of assessment.initiating executive for arrangement of assessment.

Prequalification ProcessPrequalification ProcessPrequalification ProcessPrequalification Process

If prequalification is required, the initiating executive should assess the firmsIf prequalification is required, the initiating executive should assess the firmsIf prequalification is required, the initiating executive should assess the firmsIf prequalification is required, the initiating executive should assess the firms

to come up with a number of shortlisted firms, for the approval of next Executiveto come up with a number of shortlisted firms, for the approval of next Executiveto come up with a number of shortlisted firms, for the approval of next Executiveto come up with a number of shortlisted firms, for the approval of next Executive

Committee meeting.Committee meeting.Committee meeting.Committee meeting.

Selection ProcessSelection ProcessSelection ProcessSelection Process



(a)(a)(a)(a) If the project is complicated or the number of tenderers is large, theIf the project is complicated or the number of tenderers is large, theIf the project is complicated or the number of tenderers is large, theIf the project is complicated or the number of tenderers is large, the

selection process may be divided into two parts, at the discretion of the assessmentselection process may be divided into two parts, at the discretion of the assessmentselection process may be divided into two parts, at the discretion of the assessmentselection process may be divided into two parts, at the discretion of the assessment

panel. The first part is for screening the proposals by the initiating executive,panel. The first part is for screening the proposals by the initiating executive,panel. The first part is for screening the proposals by the initiating executive,panel. The first part is for screening the proposals by the initiating executive,

and at least one selection panel members.  As a result of the first screening, a numberand at least one selection panel members.  As a result of the first screening, a numberand at least one selection panel members.  As a result of the first screening, a numberand at least one selection panel members.  As a result of the first screening, a number

of firms should be shortlisted (not less than two).  At the assessment panel meeting,of firms should be shortlisted (not less than two).  At the assessment panel meeting,of firms should be shortlisted (not less than two).  At the assessment panel meeting,of firms should be shortlisted (not less than two).  At the assessment panel meeting,

the reasons for shortlisting the firms and rejecting the others and the assessmentthe reasons for shortlisting the firms and rejecting the others and the assessmentthe reasons for shortlisting the firms and rejecting the others and the assessmentthe reasons for shortlisting the firms and rejecting the others and the assessment

criteria should be explained by the initiating executive.criteria should be explained by the initiating executive.criteria should be explained by the initiating executive.criteria should be explained by the initiating executive.

(b)(b)(b)(b) The assessment panel may decide whether there is necessity for interviewsThe assessment panel may decide whether there is necessity for interviewsThe assessment panel may decide whether there is necessity for interviewsThe assessment panel may decide whether there is necessity for interviews

or presentations and it may select a firm on the basis of the written proposalsor presentations and it may select a firm on the basis of the written proposalsor presentations and it may select a firm on the basis of the written proposalsor presentations and it may select a firm on the basis of the written proposals

adopting the same assessment criteria used for the first screening or some otheradopting the same assessment criteria used for the first screening or some otheradopting the same assessment criteria used for the first screening or some otheradopting the same assessment criteria used for the first screening or some other

criteria.  In case there are presentations or interviews, the assessment panel shouldcriteria.  In case there are presentations or interviews, the assessment panel shouldcriteria.  In case there are presentations or interviews, the assessment panel shouldcriteria.  In case there are presentations or interviews, the assessment panel should

determine the criteria for assessing the shortlisted firms and use these to selectdetermine the criteria for assessing the shortlisted firms and use these to selectdetermine the criteria for assessing the shortlisted firms and use these to selectdetermine the criteria for assessing the shortlisted firms and use these to select

the firm after the presentations have been made or interviews have been conducted.the firm after the presentations have been made or interviews have been conducted.the firm after the presentations have been made or interviews have been conducted.the firm after the presentations have been made or interviews have been conducted.

(c)(c)(c)(c) After a decision has been taken by the panel, a report should be preparedAfter a decision has been taken by the panel, a report should be preparedAfter a decision has been taken by the panel, a report should be preparedAfter a decision has been taken by the panel, a report should be prepared

by the secretary of the assessment panel addressed to the appropriate tender boardby the secretary of the assessment panel addressed to the appropriate tender boardby the secretary of the assessment panel addressed to the appropriate tender boardby the secretary of the assessment panel addressed to the appropriate tender board

(which depends on the total amount involved in the contract, that is $200,000 to $2(which depends on the total amount involved in the contract, that is $200,000 to $2(which depends on the total amount involved in the contract, that is $200,000 to $2(which depends on the total amount involved in the contract, that is $200,000 to $2

million to HA Subsidiary Tender Board and if above $2 million to HA Tender Board)million to HA Subsidiary Tender Board and if above $2 million to HA Tender Board)million to HA Subsidiary Tender Board and if above $2 million to HA Tender Board)million to HA Subsidiary Tender Board and if above $2 million to HA Tender Board)

setting out the recommendations, the basis for these recommendations and a briefsetting out the recommendations, the basis for these recommendations and a briefsetting out the recommendations, the basis for these recommendations and a briefsetting out the recommendations, the basis for these recommendations and a brief

description of the procedures adopted throughout the whole selection process.description of the procedures adopted throughout the whole selection process.description of the procedures adopted throughout the whole selection process.description of the procedures adopted throughout the whole selection process.

Functions of the Tender BoardsFunctions of the Tender BoardsFunctions of the Tender BoardsFunctions of the Tender Boards

The functions of the HA Tender Board and HA Subsidiary Tender Board are to:The functions of the HA Tender Board and HA Subsidiary Tender Board are to:The functions of the HA Tender Board and HA Subsidiary Tender Board are to:The functions of the HA Tender Board and HA Subsidiary Tender Board are to:

(a)(a)(a)(a) review and assess the recommendations made by the areview and assess the recommendations made by the areview and assess the recommendations made by the areview and assess the recommendations made by the assessment panel.ssessment panel.ssessment panel.ssessment panel.

(b)(b)(b)(b) review the procedures and criteria adopted by the assessment panel in thereview the procedures and criteria adopted by the assessment panel in thereview the procedures and criteria adopted by the assessment panel in thereview the procedures and criteria adopted by the assessment panel in the

course of its selection.course of its selection.course of its selection.course of its selection.

(c)(c)(c)(c) after satisfying itself that (a) and (b) are in order, approve the selectionafter satisfying itself that (a) and (b) are in order, approve the selectionafter satisfying itself that (a) and (b) are in order, approve the selectionafter satisfying itself that (a) and (b) are in order, approve the selection

made by the assessment panel and such approval should be final.made by the assessment panel and such approval should be final.made by the assessment panel and such approval should be final.made by the assessment panel and such approval should be final.

All the tender board members shall have the right to be in attendance at anyAll the tender board members shall have the right to be in attendance at anyAll the tender board members shall have the right to be in attendance at anyAll the tender board members shall have the right to be in attendance at any

assessment panel meetings or discussion forum to observe the selection processes.assessment panel meetings or discussion forum to observe the selection processes.assessment panel meetings or discussion forum to observe the selection processes.assessment panel meetings or discussion forum to observe the selection processes.



Conflict of InterestConflict of InterestConflict of InterestConflict of Interest

Any person having a personal interest in a contract or prAny person having a personal interest in a contract or prAny person having a personal interest in a contract or prAny person having a personal interest in a contract or project should not beoject should not beoject should not beoject should not be

involved in any screening, selection, or approval process.involved in any screening, selection, or approval process.involved in any screening, selection, or approval process.involved in any screening, selection, or approval process.

Secondary students living in Sheung Shui, Fanling and Tai PoSecondary students living in Sheung Shui, Fanling and Tai PoSecondary students living in Sheung Shui, Fanling and Tai PoSecondary students living in Sheung Shui, Fanling and Tai Po

13.13.13.13. REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Government inform this Council:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Government inform this Council:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Government inform this Council:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) how many students living in each of thow many students living in each of thow many students living in each of thow many students living in each of the following districts: Sheung Shui,he following districts: Sheung Shui,he following districts: Sheung Shui,he following districts: Sheung Shui,

Fanling and Tai Po have to attend secondary schools in other districts in 1991-92;Fanling and Tai Po have to attend secondary schools in other districts in 1991-92;Fanling and Tai Po have to attend secondary schools in other districts in 1991-92;Fanling and Tai Po have to attend secondary schools in other districts in 1991-92;

how many of those living in Sheung Shui and Fanling have to attend school in Tai Po;how many of those living in Sheung Shui and Fanling have to attend school in Tai Po;how many of those living in Sheung Shui and Fanling have to attend school in Tai Po;how many of those living in Sheung Shui and Fanling have to attend school in Tai Po;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether there would be any improvement to thewhether there would be any improvement to thewhether there would be any improvement to thewhether there would be any improvement to the above situation in 1992-93; above situation in 1992-93; above situation in 1992-93; above situation in 1992-93;

andandandand

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether the Administration has any plan to prevent students having to attendwhether the Administration has any plan to prevent students having to attendwhether the Administration has any plan to prevent students having to attendwhether the Administration has any plan to prevent students having to attend

secondary schools outside their districts?secondary schools outside their districts?secondary schools outside their districts?secondary schools outside their districts?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to the RevSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to the RevSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to the RevSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to the Rev

FUNG's questions are as follows:FUNG's questions are as follows:FUNG's questions are as follows:FUNG's questions are as follows:

(a)(a)(a)(a) The figures requested are set out in the following table which shows theThe figures requested are set out in the following table which shows theThe figures requested are set out in the following table which shows theThe figures requested are set out in the following table which shows the

Secondary I allocation statistics for the 1991-92 school year under the 1991Secondary I allocation statistics for the 1991-92 school year under the 1991Secondary I allocation statistics for the 1991-92 school year under the 1991Secondary I allocation statistics for the 1991-92 school year under the 1991

allocation exercise:allocation exercise:allocation exercise:allocation exercise:

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

StudentsStudentsStudentsStudents AttendingAttendingAttendingAttending

living inliving inliving inliving in schoolschoolschoolschool in in in in No.No.No.No.

NorthNorthNorthNorth 2 2202 2202 2202 220

NorthNorthNorthNorth

Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po 595595595595

                                                                                                                                            

Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po 3 3723 3723 3723 372



Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po NorthNorthNorthNorth 97979797

153153153153

Sha TinSha TinSha TinSha Tin 56565656

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

It should be noted that for the purposes of the Secondary Schools PlacesIt should be noted that for the purposes of the Secondary Schools PlacesIt should be noted that for the purposes of the Secondary Schools PlacesIt should be noted that for the purposes of the Secondary Schools Places

Allocation, Sheung Shui and Fanling are combined together into the North DistrictAllocation, Sheung Shui and Fanling are combined together into the North DistrictAllocation, Sheung Shui and Fanling are combined together into the North DistrictAllocation, Sheung Shui and Fanling are combined together into the North District

School Net.  No separate figures are available.School Net.  No separate figures are available.School Net.  No separate figures are available.School Net.  No separate figures are available.

(b)(b)(b)(b) There will be an overall improvement to the present situation in the 1992-93There will be an overall improvement to the present situation in the 1992-93There will be an overall improvement to the present situation in the 1992-93There will be an overall improvement to the present situation in the 1992-93

school year, when more children living in North and Tai Po Districts will findschool year, when more children living in North and Tai Po Districts will findschool year, when more children living in North and Tai Po Districts will findschool year, when more children living in North and Tai Po Districts will find

secondary school places in their own districts.  The details are as follows:secondary school places in their own districts.  The details are as follows:secondary school places in their own districts.  The details are as follows:secondary school places in their own districts.  The details are as follows:

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

StudentsStudentsStudentsStudents AttendingAttendingAttendingAttending

living inliving inliving inliving in school inschool inschool inschool in  No. No. No. No. RemarksRemarksRemarksRemarks

2 5402 5402 5402 540 320 new S1 places320 new S1 places320 new S1 places320 new S1 places

NorthNorthNorthNorth to be provided into be provided into be provided into be provided in

temporary premisestemporary premisestemporary premisestemporary premises

NorthNorthNorthNorth pending completionpending completionpending completionpending completion

of new governmentof new governmentof new governmentof new government

school in Area 47school in Area 47school in Area 47school in Area 47

Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po 598598598598 Fanling inFanling inFanling inFanling in

December 1992.December 1992.December 1992.December 1992.

54 new S1 places54 new S1 places54 new S1 places54 new S1 places

Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po 3 4263 4263 4263 426 to be provided into be provided into be provided into be provided in

temporary premisestemporary premisestemporary premisestemporary premises

Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po pending completionpending completionpending completionpending completion

NorthNorthNorthNorth 98989898 of a new sof a new sof a new sof a new school inchool inchool inchool in

748748748748 Area 6 Tai Po inArea 6 Tai Po inArea 6 Tai Po inArea 6 Tai Po in

Sha TinSha TinSha TinSha Tin 650650650650 December 1992.December 1992.December 1992.December 1992.

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----



(c)(c)(c)(c) It is government policy to allocate Secondary I school places on aIt is government policy to allocate Secondary I school places on aIt is government policy to allocate Secondary I school places on aIt is government policy to allocate Secondary I school places on a

territory-wide rather than on a district basis.  However, in actual practice, effortsterritory-wide rather than on a district basis.  However, in actual practice, effortsterritory-wide rather than on a district basis.  However, in actual practice, effortsterritory-wide rather than on a district basis.  However, in actual practice, efforts

are made to avoid cross-net allocations as far as possible.  The completion of theare made to avoid cross-net allocations as far as possible.  The completion of theare made to avoid cross-net allocations as far as possible.  The completion of theare made to avoid cross-net allocations as far as possible.  The completion of the

following three secondary school projects will improve further the prospects of thefollowing three secondary school projects will improve further the prospects of thefollowing three secondary school projects will improve further the prospects of thefollowing three secondary school projects will improve further the prospects of the

students of North and Tai Po Districts being allocated to schools in their ownstudents of North and Tai Po Districts being allocated to schools in their ownstudents of North and Tai Po Districts being allocated to schools in their ownstudents of North and Tai Po Districts being allocated to schools in their own

districts in the school year 1993-94:districts in the school year 1993-94:districts in the school year 1993-94:districts in the school year 1993-94:

Expected dateExpected dateExpected dateExpected date

DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict LocationLocationLocationLocation of completionof completionof completionof completion

Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po Area 6Area 6Area 6Area 6 July 1993*July 1993*July 1993*July 1993*

NorthNorthNorthNorth Area 40 FanlingArea 40 FanlingArea 40 FanlingArea 40 Fanling July 1993July 1993July 1993July 1993

NorthNorthNorthNorth Area 20 FanlingArea 20 FanlingArea 20 FanlingArea 20 Fanling July 1993July 1993July 1993July 1993

(*Note(*Note(*Note(*Note This school is different from the one referred to in the table in sub-This school is different from the one referred to in the table in sub-This school is different from the one referred to in the table in sub-This school is different from the one referred to in the table in sub-

paragraph (b) above.)paragraph (b) above.)paragraph (b) above.)paragraph (b) above.)

Sea sand dredgingSea sand dredgingSea sand dredgingSea sand dredging

14.14.14.14. REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Administration inform this Council:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Administration inform this Council:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Administration inform this Council:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD asked: Will the Administration inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) at which locations the Government projects of dredging for sea sand are takingat which locations the Government projects of dredging for sea sand are takingat which locations the Government projects of dredging for sea sand are takingat which locations the Government projects of dredging for sea sand are taking

place now or will take place in the near future; whether any assessments have beenplace now or will take place in the near future; whether any assessments have beenplace now or will take place in the near future; whether any assessments have beenplace now or will take place in the near future; whether any assessments have been

made on the environmental impact of such projects; what the findings of themade on the environmental impact of such projects; what the findings of themade on the environmental impact of such projects; what the findings of themade on the environmental impact of such projects; what the findings of the

assessments are; andassessments are; andassessments are; andassessments are; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) in the case of the dredging activities at the Ninepins, whether the dredgingin the case of the dredging activities at the Ninepins, whether the dredgingin the case of the dredging activities at the Ninepins, whether the dredgingin the case of the dredging activities at the Ninepins, whether the dredging

project would affect the means of livelihood of those fishermen operating in the area;project would affect the means of livelihood of those fishermen operating in the area;project would affect the means of livelihood of those fishermen operating in the area;project would affect the means of livelihood of those fishermen operating in the area;

and whether the Administration would provide compensation to the fishermen concernedand whether the Administration would provide compensation to the fishermen concernedand whether the Administration would provide compensation to the fishermen concernedand whether the Administration would provide compensation to the fishermen concerned

if their catch has thus been seriously affected?if their catch has thus been seriously affected?if their catch has thus been seriously affected?if their catch has thus been seriously affected?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, dredging forSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, dredging forSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, dredging forSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, dredging for

marine fill (or sea sand) is taking place at the following locations -- south of Tsingmarine fill (or sea sand) is taking place at the following locations -- south of Tsingmarine fill (or sea sand) is taking place at the following locations -- south of Tsingmarine fill (or sea sand) is taking place at the following locations -- south of Tsing

Yi, the Tathong Channel, east of Tung Lung Chau (the Ninepins), west of Soko IslandsYi, the Tathong Channel, east of Tung Lung Chau (the Ninepins), west of Soko IslandsYi, the Tathong Channel, east of Tung Lung Chau (the Ninepins), west of Soko IslandsYi, the Tathong Channel, east of Tung Lung Chau (the Ninepins), west of Soko Islands



and north of Lantau. In the foreseeable future dredging is likely at outer Deep Bay,and north of Lantau. In the foreseeable future dredging is likely at outer Deep Bay,and north of Lantau. In the foreseeable future dredging is likely at outer Deep Bay,and north of Lantau. In the foreseeable future dredging is likely at outer Deep Bay,

Urmston Road, the Brothers, east of Sha Chau, east and west of Po Toi and East LammaUrmston Road, the Brothers, east of Sha Chau, east and west of Po Toi and East LammaUrmston Road, the Brothers, east of Sha Chau, east and west of Po Toi and East LammaUrmston Road, the Brothers, east of Sha Chau, east and west of Po Toi and East Lamma

Channel.  (The Administration briefed the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs onChannel.  (The Administration briefed the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs onChannel.  (The Administration briefed the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs onChannel.  (The Administration briefed the OMELCO Panel on Environmental Affairs on

these projects on 21 November 1991.)these projects on 21 November 1991.)these projects on 21 November 1991.)these projects on 21 November 1991.)

Preliminary environmental assessments are carried out as part Preliminary environmental assessments are carried out as part Preliminary environmental assessments are carried out as part Preliminary environmental assessments are carried out as part of the feasibilityof the feasibilityof the feasibilityof the feasibility

studies for identifying such sites.  The findings are considered by the Fillstudies for identifying such sites.  The findings are considered by the Fillstudies for identifying such sites.  The findings are considered by the Fillstudies for identifying such sites.  The findings are considered by the Fill

Management Committee (FMC) which is chaired by the Director of Civil Engineering.Management Committee (FMC) which is chaired by the Director of Civil Engineering.Management Committee (FMC) which is chaired by the Director of Civil Engineering.Management Committee (FMC) which is chaired by the Director of Civil Engineering.

FMC selects sites where sand can be recovered economically and where the environmentalFMC selects sites where sand can be recovered economically and where the environmentalFMC selects sites where sand can be recovered economically and where the environmentalFMC selects sites where sand can be recovered economically and where the environmental

impact will be acceptable.  It found that, with the exception of East Lamma Channelimpact will be acceptable.  It found that, with the exception of East Lamma Channelimpact will be acceptable.  It found that, with the exception of East Lamma Channelimpact will be acceptable.  It found that, with the exception of East Lamma Channel

and South Tathong -- where because the environmental impact of dredging may beand South Tathong -- where because the environmental impact of dredging may beand South Tathong -- where because the environmental impact of dredging may beand South Tathong -- where because the environmental impact of dredging may be

significant further environmental impact assessments are being carried out -- thesignificant further environmental impact assessments are being carried out -- thesignificant further environmental impact assessments are being carried out -- thesignificant further environmental impact assessments are being carried out -- the

environmental impact of dredging at the locations listed should be limited providedenvironmental impact of dredging at the locations listed should be limited providedenvironmental impact of dredging at the locations listed should be limited providedenvironmental impact of dredging at the locations listed should be limited provided

the contractor exercises proper control over the work.the contractor exercises proper control over the work.the contractor exercises proper control over the work.the contractor exercises proper control over the work.

In the case of the Ninepins, environmental monitoring reveals that dredgingIn the case of the Ninepins, environmental monitoring reveals that dredgingIn the case of the Ninepins, environmental monitoring reveals that dredgingIn the case of the Ninepins, environmental monitoring reveals that dredging

causes some turbidity but that this is transient in nature.  The Administration iscauses some turbidity but that this is transient in nature.  The Administration iscauses some turbidity but that this is transient in nature.  The Administration iscauses some turbidity but that this is transient in nature.  The Administration is

aware that there are fishermen who claim these dredging operations affect theiraware that there are fishermen who claim these dredging operations affect theiraware that there are fishermen who claim these dredging operations affect theiraware that there are fishermen who claim these dredging operations affect their

livelihood.  Their claims will be investigated. Meetings with the fishermen'slivelihood.  Their claims will be investigated. Meetings with the fishermen'slivelihood.  Their claims will be investigated. Meetings with the fishermen'slivelihood.  Their claims will be investigated. Meetings with the fishermen's

representatives have been arranged to hear their views and seek information on theirrepresentatives have been arranged to hear their views and seek information on theirrepresentatives have been arranged to hear their views and seek information on theirrepresentatives have been arranged to hear their views and seek information on their

claims.  Claims which can be substantiated will be considered expeditiously.claims.  Claims which can be substantiated will be considered expeditiously.claims.  Claims which can be substantiated will be considered expeditiously.claims.  Claims which can be substantiated will be considered expeditiously.

Hong Kong residents detained or jailed in ChinaHong Kong residents detained or jailed in ChinaHong Kong residents detained or jailed in ChinaHong Kong residents detained or jailed in China

15.15.15.15. DR CONRAD LAM asked: With regard to the case of Hong Kong resident LAU San-chingDR CONRAD LAM asked: With regard to the case of Hong Kong resident LAU San-chingDR CONRAD LAM asked: With regard to the case of Hong Kong resident LAU San-chingDR CONRAD LAM asked: With regard to the case of Hong Kong resident LAU San-ching

who has served 10 years from 1981 to 1992 in Mainland China as a prisoner of conscience,who has served 10 years from 1981 to 1992 in Mainland China as a prisoner of conscience,who has served 10 years from 1981 to 1992 in Mainland China as a prisoner of conscience,who has served 10 years from 1981 to 1992 in Mainland China as a prisoner of conscience,

will the Government inform this Council:will the Government inform this Council:will the Government inform this Council:will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) how many Hong Kong residents are still being detained or jailed by the Chinesehow many Hong Kong residents are still being detained or jailed by the Chinesehow many Hong Kong residents are still being detained or jailed by the Chinesehow many Hong Kong residents are still being detained or jailed by the Chinese

Government;Government;Government;Government;

(b)(b)(b)(b) what attempts have been made by thwhat attempts have been made by thwhat attempts have been made by thwhat attempts have been made by the Government to show its concern or to rendere Government to show its concern or to rendere Government to show its concern or to rendere Government to show its concern or to render

assistance to these Hong Kong residents who are still being held in custody in China;assistance to these Hong Kong residents who are still being held in custody in China;assistance to these Hong Kong residents who are still being held in custody in China;assistance to these Hong Kong residents who are still being held in custody in China;

andandandand



(c)(c)(c)(c) what efforts were made by the Government to secure the relief of Mr LAU duringwhat efforts were made by the Government to secure the relief of Mr LAU duringwhat efforts were made by the Government to secure the relief of Mr LAU duringwhat efforts were made by the Government to secure the relief of Mr LAU during

these 10 years?these 10 years?these 10 years?these 10 years?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we are aware of some cases of Hong KongSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we are aware of some cases of Hong KongSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we are aware of some cases of Hong KongSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, we are aware of some cases of Hong Kong

residents having been detained or jailed in China, but we have no way of knowing forresidents having been detained or jailed in China, but we have no way of knowing forresidents having been detained or jailed in China, but we have no way of knowing forresidents having been detained or jailed in China, but we have no way of knowing for

certain how many Hong Kong residents are still detained.certain how many Hong Kong residents are still detained.certain how many Hong Kong residents are still detained.certain how many Hong Kong residents are still detained.

Where we have grounds for doing so we make aWhere we have grounds for doing so we make aWhere we have grounds for doing so we make aWhere we have grounds for doing so we make appropriate representations to theppropriate representations to theppropriate representations to theppropriate representations to the

Chinese authorities.  As far as we are aware, all Hong Kong residents detained inChinese authorities.  As far as we are aware, all Hong Kong residents detained inChinese authorities.  As far as we are aware, all Hong Kong residents detained inChinese authorities.  As far as we are aware, all Hong Kong residents detained in

China for political offences related to the events of June 1989 have now been released.China for political offences related to the events of June 1989 have now been released.China for political offences related to the events of June 1989 have now been released.China for political offences related to the events of June 1989 have now been released.

In each of their cases, the Hong Kong and British Governments made repeatedIn each of their cases, the Hong Kong and British Governments made repeatedIn each of their cases, the Hong Kong and British Governments made repeatedIn each of their cases, the Hong Kong and British Governments made repeated

representations to the Chinese authorities.  We will continue to take up deservingrepresentations to the Chinese authorities.  We will continue to take up deservingrepresentations to the Chinese authorities.  We will continue to take up deservingrepresentations to the Chinese authorities.  We will continue to take up deserving

cases in future.cases in future.cases in future.cases in future.

Following LAU San-ching's detention in China in December 1981, the British andFollowing LAU San-ching's detention in China in December 1981, the British andFollowing LAU San-ching's detention in China in December 1981, the British andFollowing LAU San-ching's detention in China in December 1981, the British and

Hong Kong Governments raised his case with the Chinese authorities on many occasions,Hong Kong Governments raised his case with the Chinese authorities on many occasions,Hong Kong Governments raised his case with the Chinese authorities on many occasions,Hong Kong Governments raised his case with the Chinese authorities on many occasions,

both in Hong Kong and Peking.  His case was taken up by both the Secretary of Stateboth in Hong Kong and Peking.  His case was taken up by both the Secretary of Stateboth in Hong Kong and Peking.  His case was taken up by both the Secretary of Stateboth in Hong Kong and Peking.  His case was taken up by both the Secretary of State

and the Prime Minister during their visits to China in April and September 1991.  Mrand the Prime Minister during their visits to China in April and September 1991.  Mrand the Prime Minister during their visits to China in April and September 1991.  Mrand the Prime Minister during their visits to China in April and September 1991.  Mr

LAU was finally released at the end of his sentence in December 1991.LAU was finally released at the end of his sentence in December 1991.LAU was finally released at the end of his sentence in December 1991.LAU was finally released at the end of his sentence in December 1991.

Freezing of assets held in local branches of foreign banksFreezing of assets held in local branches of foreign banksFreezing of assets held in local branches of foreign banksFreezing of assets held in local branches of foreign banks

16.16.16.16. DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR HUANG CHEN-YA asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether, under the existing law in Hong Kong the government of a foreignwhether, under the existing law in Hong Kong the government of a foreignwhether, under the existing law in Hong Kong the government of a foreignwhether, under the existing law in Hong Kong the government of a foreign

country is able to secure injunctions requiring banks of that country in the territorycountry is able to secure injunctions requiring banks of that country in the territorycountry is able to secure injunctions requiring banks of that country in the territorycountry is able to secure injunctions requiring banks of that country in the territory

to freeze the accounts of local depositors opened at these banks; andto freeze the accounts of local depositors opened at these banks; andto freeze the accounts of local depositors opened at these banks; andto freeze the accounts of local depositors opened at these banks; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) what mechanism is in place to enable the Administration to prevent thewhat mechanism is in place to enable the Administration to prevent thewhat mechanism is in place to enable the Administration to prevent thewhat mechanism is in place to enable the Administration to prevent the

occurrence of such incidents so as to protect the interest of local depositors?occurrence of such incidents so as to protect the interest of local depositors?occurrence of such incidents so as to protect the interest of local depositors?occurrence of such incidents so as to protect the interest of local depositors?

SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) Generally, a deposit held with a Hong Kong branch of a foreign bank will beGenerally, a deposit held with a Hong Kong branch of a foreign bank will beGenerally, a deposit held with a Hong Kong branch of a foreign bank will beGenerally, a deposit held with a Hong Kong branch of a foreign bank will be

governed by Hong Kong law.  If this is the case, such payment obligations can onlygoverned by Hong Kong law.  If this is the case, such payment obligations can onlygoverned by Hong Kong law.  If this is the case, such payment obligations can onlygoverned by Hong Kong law.  If this is the case, such payment obligations can only



be set aside under Hong Kong law. Notwithstanding this, a foreign government may,be set aside under Hong Kong law. Notwithstanding this, a foreign government may,be set aside under Hong Kong law. Notwithstanding this, a foreign government may,be set aside under Hong Kong law. Notwithstanding this, a foreign government may,

on occasions, by means of injunctions in its own courts or by its own administrativeon occasions, by means of injunctions in its own courts or by its own administrativeon occasions, by means of injunctions in its own courts or by its own administrativeon occasions, by means of injunctions in its own courts or by its own administrative

action, attempt to freeze assets held in the Hong Kong branch of a bank which is withinaction, attempt to freeze assets held in the Hong Kong branch of a bank which is withinaction, attempt to freeze assets held in the Hong Kong branch of a bank which is withinaction, attempt to freeze assets held in the Hong Kong branch of a bank which is within

its territory and subject to the jurisdiction of its courts.its territory and subject to the jurisdiction of its courts.its territory and subject to the jurisdiction of its courts.its territory and subject to the jurisdiction of its courts.

(b)(b)(b)(b) Should such cases arise, a customer would have access to the Hong Kong courtsShould such cases arise, a customer would have access to the Hong Kong courtsShould such cases arise, a customer would have access to the Hong Kong courtsShould such cases arise, a customer would have access to the Hong Kong courts

to enforce his contractual rights. Furthermore, the Administration takes an activeto enforce his contractual rights. Furthermore, the Administration takes an activeto enforce his contractual rights. Furthermore, the Administration takes an activeto enforce his contractual rights. Furthermore, the Administration takes an active

interest in attempts by foreign governments to impose their administrative acts orinterest in attempts by foreign governments to impose their administrative acts orinterest in attempts by foreign governments to impose their administrative acts orinterest in attempts by foreign governments to impose their administrative acts or

judicial orders extraterritorially in Hong Kong.  The Administration is of the viewjudicial orders extraterritorially in Hong Kong.  The Administration is of the viewjudicial orders extraterritorially in Hong Kong.  The Administration is of the viewjudicial orders extraterritorially in Hong Kong.  The Administration is of the view

that international comity requires that the legal system and judicial process of otherthat international comity requires that the legal system and judicial process of otherthat international comity requires that the legal system and judicial process of otherthat international comity requires that the legal system and judicial process of other

jurisdictions be respected.  Clearly such matters are highly sensitive in nature andjurisdictions be respected.  Clearly such matters are highly sensitive in nature andjurisdictions be respected.  Clearly such matters are highly sensitive in nature andjurisdictions be respected.  Clearly such matters are highly sensitive in nature and

there can be no hard and fast   rules   as   to   how  these  should  be  handled.there can be no hard and fast   rules   as   to   how  these  should  be  handled.there can be no hard and fast   rules   as   to   how  these  should  be  handled.there can be no hard and fast   rules   as   to   how  these  should  be  handled.

Frequently diplomatic exchanges are required to resolve such matters amicably.Frequently diplomatic exchanges are required to resolve such matters amicably.Frequently diplomatic exchanges are required to resolve such matters amicably.Frequently diplomatic exchanges are required to resolve such matters amicably.

Sometimes the Hong Kong Government may need to seek representation in foreign courtSometimes the Hong Kong Government may need to seek representation in foreign courtSometimes the Hong Kong Government may need to seek representation in foreign courtSometimes the Hong Kong Government may need to seek representation in foreign court

proceedings to express its interest.  In cases where Hong Kong's trading interestsproceedings to express its interest.  In cases where Hong Kong's trading interestsproceedings to express its interest.  In cases where Hong Kong's trading interestsproceedings to express its interest.  In cases where Hong Kong's trading interests

are adversely affected, the Governor may also, as a last resort, consider frustratingare adversely affected, the Governor may also, as a last resort, consider frustratingare adversely affected, the Governor may also, as a last resort, consider frustratingare adversely affected, the Governor may also, as a last resort, consider frustrating

such attempts under the Protection of Trading Interest Act 1980 (Hong Kong) Ordersuch attempts under the Protection of Trading Interest Act 1980 (Hong Kong) Ordersuch attempts under the Protection of Trading Interest Act 1980 (Hong Kong) Ordersuch attempts under the Protection of Trading Interest Act 1980 (Hong Kong) Order

1990.  In this connection, the Hong Kong Association of Banks has been asked to remind1990.  In this connection, the Hong Kong Association of Banks has been asked to remind1990.  In this connection, the Hong Kong Association of Banks has been asked to remind1990.  In this connection, the Hong Kong Association of Banks has been asked to remind

its members that any extraterritoriality cases should be brought to the notice ofits members that any extraterritoriality cases should be brought to the notice ofits members that any extraterritoriality cases should be brought to the notice ofits members that any extraterritoriality cases should be brought to the notice of

the Government as soon as possible.the Government as soon as possible.the Government as soon as possible.the Government as soon as possible.

Voters registration campaignVoters registration campaignVoters registration campaignVoters registration campaign

17.17.17.17. DR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the light of the recent voter registration campaignDR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the light of the recent voter registration campaignDR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the light of the recent voter registration campaignDR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: In the light of the recent voter registration campaign

launched by the Government, will the Administration inform this Council:launched by the Government, will the Administration inform this Council:launched by the Government, will the Administration inform this Council:launched by the Government, will the Administration inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) of the demographic changes of voters on the general roll in the past two yeaof the demographic changes of voters on the general roll in the past two yeaof the demographic changes of voters on the general roll in the past two yeaof the demographic changes of voters on the general roll in the past two years;rs;rs;rs;

(b)(b)(b)(b) of the number of registrations which have been found invalid because of aof the number of registrations which have been found invalid because of aof the number of registrations which have been found invalid because of aof the number of registrations which have been found invalid because of a

failure in updating their changes of address during that period and what plans arefailure in updating their changes of address during that period and what plans arefailure in updating their changes of address during that period and what plans arefailure in updating their changes of address during that period and what plans are

being considered to remedy these invalid records;being considered to remedy these invalid records;being considered to remedy these invalid records;being considered to remedy these invalid records;

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether any action has been takenwhether any action has been takenwhether any action has been takenwhether any action has been taken in the recent voter registration campaign in the recent voter registration campaign in the recent voter registration campaign in the recent voter registration campaign

to encourage voters to report to the Registration and Electoral Office changes ofto encourage voters to report to the Registration and Electoral Office changes ofto encourage voters to report to the Registration and Electoral Office changes ofto encourage voters to report to the Registration and Electoral Office changes of

address; if not, what the reasons for not taking such action are;address; if not, what the reasons for not taking such action are;address; if not, what the reasons for not taking such action are;address; if not, what the reasons for not taking such action are;

(d)(d)(d)(d) in view of more people changing their homes as a result of in view of more people changing their homes as a result of in view of more people changing their homes as a result of in view of more people changing their homes as a result of the current propertythe current propertythe current propertythe current property



boom, what incentives the Government would consider to encourage voters in reportingboom, what incentives the Government would consider to encourage voters in reportingboom, what incentives the Government would consider to encourage voters in reportingboom, what incentives the Government would consider to encourage voters in reporting

their changed addresses;their changed addresses;their changed addresses;their changed addresses;

(e)(e)(e)(e) of the amount of money it has spent on voter registration campaigns (withof the amount of money it has spent on voter registration campaigns (withof the amount of money it has spent on voter registration campaigns (withof the amount of money it has spent on voter registration campaigns (with

annual breakdowns) since the District Administration Scheme came into force in theannual breakdowns) since the District Administration Scheme came into force in theannual breakdowns) since the District Administration Scheme came into force in theannual breakdowns) since the District Administration Scheme came into force in the

early 1980s; andearly 1980s; andearly 1980s; andearly 1980s; and

(f)(f)(f)(f) whether consideration would be given to automatically registering all Hongwhether consideration would be given to automatically registering all Hongwhether consideration would be given to automatically registering all Hongwhether consideration would be given to automatically registering all Hong

Kong people holding a permanent ID card as voters to save the trouble of, andKong people holding a permanent ID card as voters to save the trouble of, andKong people holding a permanent ID card as voters to save the trouble of, andKong people holding a permanent ID card as voters to save the trouble of, and

expenditure in, conducting regular voter registration campaigns?expenditure in, conducting regular voter registration campaigns?expenditure in, conducting regular voter registration campaigns?expenditure in, conducting regular voter registration campaigns?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,

Demographic changes of votersDemographic changes of votersDemographic changes of votersDemographic changes of voters

An analysis of the 1991 Final Register and the 1992 Provisional Register publishedAn analysis of the 1991 Final Register and the 1992 Provisional Register publishedAn analysis of the 1991 Final Register and the 1992 Provisional Register publishedAn analysis of the 1991 Final Register and the 1992 Provisional Register published

on 19 June shows that during 1990-1992 there is a continuous trend in the movementon 19 June shows that during 1990-1992 there is a continuous trend in the movementon 19 June shows that during 1990-1992 there is a continuous trend in the movementon 19 June shows that during 1990-1992 there is a continuous trend in the movement

of registered electors from the urban area to the New Territories, in particular toof registered electors from the urban area to the New Territories, in particular toof registered electors from the urban area to the New Territories, in particular toof registered electors from the urban area to the New Territories, in particular to

the new towns in Sai Kung, Sha Tin, Tuen Mun and Tai Po.  There is also some thinningthe new towns in Sai Kung, Sha Tin, Tuen Mun and Tai Po.  There is also some thinningthe new towns in Sai Kung, Sha Tin, Tuen Mun and Tai Po.  There is also some thinningthe new towns in Sai Kung, Sha Tin, Tuen Mun and Tai Po.  There is also some thinning

out of electors in such urban districts as Wong Tai Sin and Kwun Tong where majorout of electors in such urban districts as Wong Tai Sin and Kwun Tong where majorout of electors in such urban districts as Wong Tai Sin and Kwun Tong where majorout of electors in such urban districts as Wong Tai Sin and Kwun Tong where major

public housing redevelopment projects are taking place.  Similar signs are alsopublic housing redevelopment projects are taking place.  Similar signs are alsopublic housing redevelopment projects are taking place.  Similar signs are alsopublic housing redevelopment projects are taking place.  Similar signs are also

emerging in the older towns in the New Territories like Yuen Long and Kwai Tsing.emerging in the older towns in the New Territories like Yuen Long and Kwai Tsing.emerging in the older towns in the New Territories like Yuen Long and Kwai Tsing.emerging in the older towns in the New Territories like Yuen Long and Kwai Tsing.

A summary of these changes are at Appendices I and II.  The age and sex breakdownsA summary of these changes are at Appendices I and II.  The age and sex breakdownsA summary of these changes are at Appendices I and II.  The age and sex breakdownsA summary of these changes are at Appendices I and II.  The age and sex breakdowns

of the         1.9 million electors in the 1991 Final Register is at Appendix III.of the         1.9 million electors in the 1991 Final Register is at Appendix III.of the         1.9 million electors in the 1991 Final Register is at Appendix III.of the         1.9 million electors in the 1991 Final Register is at Appendix III.

The figures for 1992 will not be available until after the publication of the FinalThe figures for 1992 will not be available until after the publication of the FinalThe figures for 1992 will not be available until after the publication of the FinalThe figures for 1992 will not be available until after the publication of the Final

Register at the end of this month.  The spread of the voters among age groups andRegister at the end of this month.  The spread of the voters among age groups andRegister at the end of this month.  The spread of the voters among age groups andRegister at the end of this month.  The spread of the voters among age groups and

between sexes in 1991 is largely consistent with the previous year's pattern.between sexes in 1991 is largely consistent with the previous year's pattern.between sexes in 1991 is largely consistent with the previous year's pattern.between sexes in 1991 is largely consistent with the previous year's pattern.

Keeping track of registered electorsKeeping track of registered electorsKeeping track of registered electorsKeeping track of registered electors

It is difficult to put a figure on the number of electors whose residentialIt is difficult to put a figure on the number of electors whose residentialIt is difficult to put a figure on the number of electors whose residentialIt is difficult to put a figure on the number of electors whose residential

addresses may not be up-to-date.  As an illustration, 98 935 poll cards were returnedaddresses may not be up-to-date.  As an illustration, 98 935 poll cards were returnedaddresses may not be up-to-date.  As an illustration, 98 935 poll cards were returnedaddresses may not be up-to-date.  As an illustration, 98 935 poll cards were returned

undelivered during the 1991 elections.  These were followed up vigorously throughundelivered during the 1991 elections.  These were followed up vigorously throughundelivered during the 1991 elections.  These were followed up vigorously throughundelivered during the 1991 elections.  These were followed up vigorously through

telephone contacts and matching with Housing Department records; as a result wetelephone contacts and matching with Housing Department records; as a result wetelephone contacts and matching with Housing Department records; as a result wetelephone contacts and matching with Housing Department records; as a result we

managed to update the records of some 44 115 electors.  Updating for the remainingmanaged to update the records of some 44 115 electors.  Updating for the remainingmanaged to update the records of some 44 115 electors.  Updating for the remainingmanaged to update the records of some 44 115 electors.  Updating for the remaining

54 820 electors will be included in the planned matching exercise with Registration54 820 electors will be included in the planned matching exercise with Registration54 820 electors will be included in the planned matching exercise with Registration54 820 electors will be included in the planned matching exercise with Registration

of Persons Office records in 1993 (see (a) in the paragraph following the next).of Persons Office records in 1993 (see (a) in the paragraph following the next).of Persons Office records in 1993 (see (a) in the paragraph following the next).of Persons Office records in 1993 (see (a) in the paragraph following the next).



The Administration recognizes the importance of keeping the electors'The Administration recognizes the importance of keeping the electors'The Administration recognizes the importance of keeping the electors'The Administration recognizes the importance of keeping the electors'

residential addresses accurate.  Whilst registered electors have the responsibilityresidential addresses accurate.  Whilst registered electors have the responsibilityresidential addresses accurate.  Whilst registered electors have the responsibilityresidential addresses accurate.  Whilst registered electors have the responsibility

to inform the Registration and Electoral Office (REO) of any changes in theirto inform the Registration and Electoral Office (REO) of any changes in theirto inform the Registration and Electoral Office (REO) of any changes in theirto inform the Registration and Electoral Office (REO) of any changes in their

residential addresses, not many take the initiative to do so. Active measures areresidential addresses, not many take the initiative to do so. Active measures areresidential addresses, not many take the initiative to do so. Active measures areresidential addresses, not many take the initiative to do so. Active measures are

therefore taken by the REO to keep track of those electors who have changed addressestherefore taken by the REO to keep track of those electors who have changed addressestherefore taken by the REO to keep track of those electors who have changed addressestherefore taken by the REO to keep track of those electors who have changed addresses

after their registration as electors. These measures include:after their registration as electors. These measures include:after their registration as electors. These measures include:after their registration as electors. These measures include:

(a)(a)(a)(a) PublicityPublicityPublicityPublicity

Appeals to registered electors to report changes in addresses are madeAppeals to registered electors to report changes in addresses are madeAppeals to registered electors to report changes in addresses are madeAppeals to registered electors to report changes in addresses are made

whenever it is opportune, for examples in press releases, during press briefings,whenever it is opportune, for examples in press releases, during press briefings,whenever it is opportune, for examples in press releases, during press briefings,whenever it is opportune, for examples in press releases, during press briefings,

or when the Administration answers enquiries or speaks through the electronic mediaor when the Administration answers enquiries or speaks through the electronic mediaor when the Administration answers enquiries or speaks through the electronic mediaor when the Administration answers enquiries or speaks through the electronic media

on election/registration related matters.on election/registration related matters.on election/registration related matters.on election/registration related matters.

In  addition, the Administration is producing a radio and TV advertisementIn  addition, the Administration is producing a radio and TV advertisementIn  addition, the Administration is producing a radio and TV advertisementIn  addition, the Administration is producing a radio and TV advertisement

to remind registered electors that they should report address changes to REO at theto remind registered electors that they should report address changes to REO at theto remind registered electors that they should report address changes to REO at theto remind registered electors that they should report address changes to REO at the

earliest opportunity, and that such reports may be made at any time throughout theearliest opportunity, and that such reports may be made at any time throughout theearliest opportunity, and that such reports may be made at any time throughout theearliest opportunity, and that such reports may be made at any time throughout the

year.year.year.year.

(b)(b)(b)(b) Matching with government recordsMatching with government recordsMatching with government recordsMatching with government records

Matching of the general electoral roll wMatching of the general electoral roll wMatching of the general electoral roll wMatching of the general electoral roll with Housing Department records isith Housing Department records isith Housing Department records isith Housing Department records is

done regularly to update the whereabouts of electors residing in public housingdone regularly to update the whereabouts of electors residing in public housingdone regularly to update the whereabouts of electors residing in public housingdone regularly to update the whereabouts of electors residing in public housing

estates (about 1 million).  A total of    170 000 electoral records were updated inestates (about 1 million).  A total of    170 000 electoral records were updated inestates (about 1 million).  A total of    170 000 electoral records were updated inestates (about 1 million).  A total of    170 000 electoral records were updated in

such an exercise in  1989-90.  Another major matching exercise will be held in 1993such an exercise in  1989-90.  Another major matching exercise will be held in 1993such an exercise in  1989-90.  Another major matching exercise will be held in 1993such an exercise in  1989-90.  Another major matching exercise will be held in 1993

to update changes in the last three years.  Periodic matching is also carried outto update changes in the last three years.  Periodic matching is also carried outto update changes in the last three years.  Periodic matching is also carried outto update changes in the last three years.  Periodic matching is also carried out

with the Transport Department records on licensed drivers and vehicle owners.with the Transport Department records on licensed drivers and vehicle owners.with the Transport Department records on licensed drivers and vehicle owners.with the Transport Department records on licensed drivers and vehicle owners.

Between 1987 and 1991, a total of   131 555 records were updated from this source.Between 1987 and 1991, a total of   131 555 records were updated from this source.Between 1987 and 1991, a total of   131 555 records were updated from this source.Between 1987 and 1991, a total of   131 555 records were updated from this source.

Matching exercises are also held with the Death Registry.Matching exercises are also held with the Death Registry.Matching exercises are also held with the Death Registry.Matching exercises are also held with the Death Registry.

In addition, new and improvement measures are being explored. These are:In addition, new and improvement measures are being explored. These are:In addition, new and improvement measures are being explored. These are:In addition, new and improvement measures are being explored. These are:

(a)(a)(a)(a) Matching with Registration of Persons Office recordsMatching with Registration of Persons Office recordsMatching with Registration of Persons Office recordsMatching with Registration of Persons Office records

Taking advantage of the recent completion of Taking advantage of the recent completion of Taking advantage of the recent completion of Taking advantage of the recent completion of the identity card renewalthe identity card renewalthe identity card renewalthe identity card renewal



exercise, REO plans to conduct in 1993 a comprehensive matching exercise with theexercise, REO plans to conduct in 1993 a comprehensive matching exercise with theexercise, REO plans to conduct in 1993 a comprehensive matching exercise with theexercise, REO plans to conduct in 1993 a comprehensive matching exercise with the

records held in the Registration of Persons Office in respect of those electors,records held in the Registration of Persons Office in respect of those electors,records held in the Registration of Persons Office in respect of those electors,records held in the Registration of Persons Office in respect of those electors,

estimated to number about 0.95 million, residing in private residential developments.estimated to number about 0.95 million, residing in private residential developments.estimated to number about 0.95 million, residing in private residential developments.estimated to number about 0.95 million, residing in private residential developments.

This exercise will not involve electors living in public housing since REO's matchingThis exercise will not involve electors living in public housing since REO's matchingThis exercise will not involve electors living in public housing since REO's matchingThis exercise will not involve electors living in public housing since REO's matching

exercise with Housing Department (see (b) in the preceding paragraph) has provedexercise with Housing Department (see (b) in the preceding paragraph) has provedexercise with Housing Department (see (b) in the preceding paragraph) has provedexercise with Housing Department (see (b) in the preceding paragraph) has proved

successful.successful.successful.successful.

(b)(b)(b)(b) AppealsAppealsAppealsAppeals

There is a standing arrangement to incluThere is a standing arrangement to incluThere is a standing arrangement to incluThere is a standing arrangement to include an appeal letter and a voterde an appeal letter and a voterde an appeal letter and a voterde an appeal letter and a voter

registration form in the "tenant information folder" distributed to tenants of publicregistration form in the "tenant information folder" distributed to tenants of publicregistration form in the "tenant information folder" distributed to tenants of publicregistration form in the "tenant information folder" distributed to tenants of public

housing when they move to their new accommodation.  The purpose is to invitehousing when they move to their new accommodation.  The purpose is to invitehousing when they move to their new accommodation.  The purpose is to invitehousing when they move to their new accommodation.  The purpose is to invite

registration or report of new addresses.  Separately, discussion is being held withregistration or report of new addresses.  Separately, discussion is being held withregistration or report of new addresses.  Separately, discussion is being held withregistration or report of new addresses.  Separately, discussion is being held with

the Commissioner of Rating and Valuation to insert a similar appeal letter togetherthe Commissioner of Rating and Valuation to insert a similar appeal letter togetherthe Commissioner of Rating and Valuation to insert a similar appeal letter togetherthe Commissioner of Rating and Valuation to insert a similar appeal letter together

with notices of interim valuation which, as a standard practice, are mailed to thewith notices of interim valuation which, as a standard practice, are mailed to thewith notices of interim valuation which, as a standard practice, are mailed to thewith notices of interim valuation which, as a standard practice, are mailed to the

occupants/owners of private residential flats soon after occupation permits areoccupants/owners of private residential flats soon after occupation permits areoccupants/owners of private residential flats soon after occupation permits areoccupants/owners of private residential flats soon after occupation permits are

issued.  When fully implemented, this arrangement would cover all new propertyissued.  When fully implemented, this arrangement would cover all new propertyissued.  When fully implemented, this arrangement would cover all new propertyissued.  When fully implemented, this arrangement would cover all new property

developments, public as well as private.  Another improvement measure now underdevelopments, public as well as private.  Another improvement measure now underdevelopments, public as well as private.  Another improvement measure now underdevelopments, public as well as private.  Another improvement measure now under

consideration with the Post Office is to attach an appeal letter and a report formconsideration with the Post Office is to attach an appeal letter and a report formconsideration with the Post Office is to attach an appeal letter and a report formconsideration with the Post Office is to attach an appeal letter and a report form

to every application form for redirection of mail.to every application form for redirection of mail.to every application form for redirection of mail.to every application form for redirection of mail.

Incentive for reporting address changesIncentive for reporting address changesIncentive for reporting address changesIncentive for reporting address changes

The Administration has not considered providing any "incentive" to encourageThe Administration has not considered providing any "incentive" to encourageThe Administration has not considered providing any "incentive" to encourageThe Administration has not considered providing any "incentive" to encourage

registered electors to report address changes since it is very much theirregistered electors to report address changes since it is very much theirregistered electors to report address changes since it is very much theirregistered electors to report address changes since it is very much their

responsibility to report any such changes.  What we have tried to do is to use theresponsibility to report any such changes.  What we have tried to do is to use theresponsibility to report any such changes.  What we have tried to do is to use theresponsibility to report any such changes.  What we have tried to do is to use the

various means described above to remind them of their responsibility and to make thevarious means described above to remind them of their responsibility and to make thevarious means described above to remind them of their responsibility and to make thevarious means described above to remind them of their responsibility and to make the

report forms easily available.report forms easily available.report forms easily available.report forms easily available.

Expenses on promoting voter registrationExpenses on promoting voter registrationExpenses on promoting voter registrationExpenses on promoting voter registration

It is not possible to giIt is not possible to giIt is not possible to giIt is not possible to give annual expenditure breakdowns on the promotion of voterve annual expenditure breakdowns on the promotion of voterve annual expenditure breakdowns on the promotion of voterve annual expenditure breakdowns on the promotion of voter

registration from 1981 when the District Administration Scheme was first introduced.registration from 1981 when the District Administration Scheme was first introduced.registration from 1981 when the District Administration Scheme was first introduced.registration from 1981 when the District Administration Scheme was first introduced.

Some of the older records can no longer be traced.  Furthermore, in the early daysSome of the older records can no longer be traced.  Furthermore, in the early daysSome of the older records can no longer be traced.  Furthermore, in the early daysSome of the older records can no longer be traced.  Furthermore, in the early days

it was quite common for funds to promote voter registration to be lumped togetherit was quite common for funds to promote voter registration to be lumped togetherit was quite common for funds to promote voter registration to be lumped togetherit was quite common for funds to promote voter registration to be lumped together

with those for the promotion of civic education and the District Administration Scheme,with those for the promotion of civic education and the District Administration Scheme,with those for the promotion of civic education and the District Administration Scheme,with those for the promotion of civic education and the District Administration Scheme,

and these were spread under different departments' heads of expenditure.and these were spread under different departments' heads of expenditure.and these were spread under different departments' heads of expenditure.and these were spread under different departments' heads of expenditure.



In more recent years, the provision of In more recent years, the provision of In more recent years, the provision of In more recent years, the provision of funds for voter registration and electionsfunds for voter registration and electionsfunds for voter registration and electionsfunds for voter registration and elections

has been consolidated.  It is therefore possible to identify the expenditure on voterhas been consolidated.  It is therefore possible to identify the expenditure on voterhas been consolidated.  It is therefore possible to identify the expenditure on voterhas been consolidated.  It is therefore possible to identify the expenditure on voter

registration during 1989-1992.  These are as follows:registration during 1989-1992.  These are as follows:registration during 1989-1992.  These are as follows:registration during 1989-1992.  These are as follows:

1989198919891989 1990199019901990 1991199119911991 1992199219921992

$0.63m$0.63m$0.63m$0.63m $5.21m$5.21m$5.21m$5.21m $l.l0m$l.l0m$l.l0m$l.l0m $0.01m$0.01m$0.01m$0.01m

The levels of expenditure varied from year to year to tie in with the election cycle.The levels of expenditure varied from year to year to tie in with the election cycle.The levels of expenditure varied from year to year to tie in with the election cycle.The levels of expenditure varied from year to year to tie in with the election cycle.

Generally, more resources were spent during an election year and the year precedingGenerally, more resources were spent during an election year and the year precedingGenerally, more resources were spent during an election year and the year precedingGenerally, more resources were spent during an election year and the year preceding

it.it.it.it.

Automatic registrationAutomatic registrationAutomatic registrationAutomatic registration

The Administration is exploring the feasibility of introducing automatic voThe Administration is exploring the feasibility of introducing automatic voThe Administration is exploring the feasibility of introducing automatic voThe Administration is exploring the feasibility of introducing automatic voterterterter

registration.  There are however a number of technical limitations which must firstregistration.  There are however a number of technical limitations which must firstregistration.  There are however a number of technical limitations which must firstregistration.  There are however a number of technical limitations which must first

be overcome if the proposal is to be pursued. First, not all records kept by thebe overcome if the proposal is to be pursued. First, not all records kept by thebe overcome if the proposal is to be pursued. First, not all records kept by thebe overcome if the proposal is to be pursued. First, not all records kept by the

Registration of Persons Office are computerized.  Addresses and some otherRegistration of Persons Office are computerized.  Addresses and some otherRegistration of Persons Office are computerized.  Addresses and some otherRegistration of Persons Office are computerized.  Addresses and some other

particulars are separately stored in microfilm and it would be a major exercise toparticulars are separately stored in microfilm and it would be a major exercise toparticulars are separately stored in microfilm and it would be a major exercise toparticulars are separately stored in microfilm and it would be a major exercise to

manually extract such details to identify the estimated         1.7 million eligiblemanually extract such details to identify the estimated         1.7 million eligiblemanually extract such details to identify the estimated         1.7 million eligiblemanually extract such details to identify the estimated         1.7 million eligible

residents not yet on the electoral roll.  Furthermore, the records would notresidents not yet on the electoral roll.  Furthermore, the records would notresidents not yet on the electoral roll.  Furthermore, the records would notresidents not yet on the electoral roll.  Furthermore, the records would not

establish whether a person is qualified or disqualified to register as an elector.establish whether a person is qualified or disqualified to register as an elector.establish whether a person is qualified or disqualified to register as an elector.establish whether a person is qualified or disqualified to register as an elector.

It is also likely that some of the addresses would not be up-to-date, given the highIt is also likely that some of the addresses would not be up-to-date, given the highIt is also likely that some of the addresses would not be up-to-date, given the highIt is also likely that some of the addresses would not be up-to-date, given the high

mobility of the population within Hong Kong and the general reluctance on the partmobility of the population within Hong Kong and the general reluctance on the partmobility of the population within Hong Kong and the general reluctance on the partmobility of the population within Hong Kong and the general reluctance on the part

of the public to report changes of address even though they are legally obliged toof the public to report changes of address even though they are legally obliged toof the public to report changes of address even though they are legally obliged toof the public to report changes of address even though they are legally obliged to

do so.  Indeed, even if they were correct at the time of registration, a system willdo so.  Indeed, even if they were correct at the time of registration, a system willdo so.  Indeed, even if they were correct at the time of registration, a system willdo so.  Indeed, even if they were correct at the time of registration, a system will

have to be devised to constantly update them because of the population's high mobility.have to be devised to constantly update them because of the population's high mobility.have to be devised to constantly update them because of the population's high mobility.have to be devised to constantly update them because of the population's high mobility.

Finally, we will need to carefully assess the financial implications of the proposalFinally, we will need to carefully assess the financial implications of the proposalFinally, we will need to carefully assess the financial implications of the proposalFinally, we will need to carefully assess the financial implications of the proposal

and its cost-effectiveness.and its cost-effectiveness.and its cost-effectiveness.and its cost-effectiveness.

Appendix IAppendix IAppendix IAppendix I

Changes in the Size of the General Electoral RollChanges in the Size of the General Electoral RollChanges in the Size of the General Electoral RollChanges in the Size of the General Electoral Roll

1991 Final Register as compared with 1990 Final Register1991 Final Register as compared with 1990 Final Register1991 Final Register as compared with 1990 Final Register1991 Final Register as compared with 1990 Final Register

Gain/Loss inGain/Loss inGain/Loss inGain/Loss in No. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of Electors

No. of ElecNo. of ElecNo. of ElecNo. of Electorstorstorstors inter-districtinter-districtinter-districtinter-district in the 1991in the 1991in the 1991in the 1991 NetNetNetNet

in the 1990in the 1990in the 1990in the 1990 No. ofNo. ofNo. ofNo. of No. ofNo. ofNo. ofNo. of movement ofmovement ofmovement ofmovement of FinalFinalFinalFinal Increase/Increase/Increase/Increase/



DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict Final RegisterFinal RegisterFinal RegisterFinal Register DeletionsDeletionsDeletionsDeletions AdditionsAdditionsAdditionsAdditions electorselectorselectorselectors RegisterRegisterRegisterRegister

DecreaseDecreaseDecreaseDecrease

AAAA IslandsIslandsIslandsIslands 23 34223 34223 34223 342 112112112112 826826826826 170170170170 24 22624 22624 22624 226 884884884884 4%4%4%4%

BBBB NorthNorthNorthNorth 55 36955 36955 36955 369 155155155155 905905905905 128128128128 56 24756 24756 24756 247 878878878878 2%2%2%2%

CCCC SaiSaiSaiSai Kung Kung Kung Kung 34 97234 97234 97234 972 76767676 2 6692 6692 6692 669 2 5482 5482 5482 548 40 11340 11340 11340 113 5 1415 1415 1415 141 15%15%15%15%

DDDD Sha TinSha TinSha TinSha Tin 151 359151 359151 359151 359 314314314314 5 8965 8965 8965 896 560560560560 157 501157 501157 501157 501 6 1426 1426 1426 142 4%4%4%4%

EEEE Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po 62 39962 39962 39962 399 158158158158 2 1932 1932 1932 193 1 3081 3081 3081 308 65 74265 74265 74265 742 3 3433 3433 3433 343 5%5%5%5%

FFFF Tsuen WanTsuen WanTsuen WanTsuen Wan 81 52481 52481 52481 524 316316316316 2 6532 6532 6532 653 105105105105 83 96683 96683 96683 966 2 4422 4422 4422 442 3%3%3%3%

GGGG Tuen MunTuen MunTuen MunTuen Mun 115 953115 953115 953115 953 261261261261 5 5675 5675 5675 567 1 6661 6661 6661 666 122 925122 925122 925122 925 6 9726 9726 9726 972 6%6%6%6%

HHHH Yuen LongYuen LongYuen LongYuen Long 77770 1380 1380 1380 138 186186186186 5 8775 8775 8775 877 63636363 75 89275 89275 89275 892 5 7545 7545 7545 754 8%8%8%8%

JJJJ Kwai TsingKwai TsingKwai TsingKwai Tsing 136 095136 095136 095136 095 719719719719 5 1525 1525 1525 152 -675-675-675-675 139 853139 853139 853139 853 3 7583 7583 7583 758 3%3%3%3%

Regional CouncilRegional CouncilRegional CouncilRegional Council 731 151731 151731 151731 151 2 2972 2972 2972 297 31 73831 73831 73831 738 5 8735 8735 8735 873 766 465766 465766 465766 465 35 31435 31435 31435 314 5%5%5%5%

Area Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-total

Gain/Loss inGain/Loss inGain/Loss inGain/Loss in No. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of Electors

No. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of Electors inter-districtinter-districtinter-districtinter-district in the 1991in the 1991in the 1991in the 1991 NetNetNetNet

iiiin the 1990n the 1990n the 1990n the 1990 No. ofNo. ofNo. ofNo. of No. ofNo. ofNo. ofNo. of movement ofmovement ofmovement ofmovement of FinalFinalFinalFinal Increase/Increase/Increase/Increase/

DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict Final RegisterFinal RegisterFinal RegisterFinal Register DeletionsDeletionsDeletionsDeletions AdditionsAdditionsAdditionsAdditions electorselectorselectorselectors RegisterRegisterRegisterRegister

DecreaseDecreaseDecreaseDecrease

MMMM Central & WesternCentral & WesternCentral & WesternCentral & Western 75 33375 33375 33375 333 321321321321 2 5772 5772 5772 577 -24-24-24-24 77 56577 56577 56577 565 2 2322 2322 2322 232 3%3%3%3%

NNNN Wan ChaiWan ChaiWan ChaiWan Chai 59 30259 30259 30259 302 189189189189 1 4911 4911 4911 491 -254-254-254-254 60 35060 35060 35060 350 1 0481 0481 0481 048 2%2%2%2%

PPPP EasternEasternEasternEastern 193 606193 606193 606193 606 593593593593 7 7 7 7 534534534534 676676676676 201 223201 223201 223201 223 7 6177 6177 6177 617 4%4%4%4%

QQQQ SouthernSouthernSouthernSouthern 90 99590 99590 99590 995 368368368368 3 2313 2313 2313 231 -371-371-371-371 93 48793 48793 48793 487 2 4922 4922 4922 492 3%3%3%3%

RRRR Kowloon CityKowloon CityKowloon CityKowloon City 124 043124 043124 043124 043 431431431431 3 3493 3493 3493 349 -498-498-498-498 126 463126 463126 463126 463 2 4202 4202 4202 420 2%2%2%2%

SSSS Kwun TongKwun TongKwun TongKwun Tong 213 013213 013213 013213 013 1 5461 5461 5461 546 8 5188 5188 5188 518 -2 868-2 868-2 868-2 868 217 117217 117217 117217 117 4 1044 1044 1044 104 2%2%2%2%

TTTT Mong KokMong KokMong KokMong Kok 48 70248 70248 70248 702 211211211211 1 1181 1181 1181 118 -461-461-461-461 49 14849 14849 14849 148 446446446446 1%1%1%1%

UUUU Sham Shui PoSham Shui PoSham Shui PoSham Shui Po 123 064123 064123 064123 064 333365656565 4 5104 5104 5104 510 -638-638-638-638 126 571126 571126 571126 571 3 5073 5073 5073 507 3%3%3%3%

VVVV Wong Tai SinWong Tai SinWong Tai SinWong Tai Sin 158 520158 520158 520158 520 2 0312 0312 0312 031 5 3595 3595 3595 359 -938-938-938-938 160 910160 910160 910160 910 2 3902 3902 3902 390 2%2%2%2%

WWWW Yau TsimYau TsimYau TsimYau Tsim 37 71437 71437 71437 714 306306306306 715715715715 -497-497-497-497 37 62637 62637 62637 626 -88-88-88-88 0%0%0%0%

Urban Council Urban Council Urban Council Urban Council 1 124 2921 124 2921 124 2921 124 292 6 3616 3616 3616 361 38 40238 40238 40238 402 -5 873-5 873-5 873-5 873 1 150 4601 150 4601 150 4601 150 460 26 16826 16826 16826 168 2%2%2%2%

Area Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-total

TotalTotalTotalTotal 1 855 4431 855 4431 855 4431 855 443 8 6588 6588 6588 658 70 14070 14070 14070 140 0000 1 916 9251 916 9251 916 9251 916 925 61 48261 48261 48261 482 3%3%3%3%



Appendix IIAppendix IIAppendix IIAppendix II

Changes in the Size of the General Electoral RollChanges in the Size of the General Electoral RollChanges in the Size of the General Electoral RollChanges in the Size of the General Electoral Roll

1992 Provisional Register as compared with 1991 Final Register1992 Provisional Register as compared with 1991 Final Register1992 Provisional Register as compared with 1991 Final Register1992 Provisional Register as compared with 1991 Final Register

Gain/Loss inGain/Loss inGain/Loss inGain/Loss in No. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of Electors

No. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of ElectorsNo. of Electors inter-districtinter-districtinter-districtinter-district in the 1992in the 1992in the 1992in the 1992 NetNetNetNet

in the 1991in the 1991in the 1991in the 1991 No. ofNo. ofNo. ofNo. of No. ofNo. ofNo. ofNo. of mmmmovement ofovement ofovement ofovement of ProvisionalProvisionalProvisionalProvisional Increase/Increase/Increase/Increase/

DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict Final RegisterFinal RegisterFinal RegisterFinal Register DeletionsDeletionsDeletionsDeletions AdditionsAdditionsAdditionsAdditions electorselectorselectorselectors RegisterRegisterRegisterRegister

DecreaseDecreaseDecreaseDecrease

AAAA IslandsIslandsIslandsIslands 24 22624 22624 22624 226 283283283283 65656565 -55-55-55-55 23 95323 95323 95323 953 -273-273-273-273 -1%-1%-1%-1%

BBBB NorthNorthNorthNorth 56 24756 24756 24756 247 454454454454 369369369369 472472472472 56 63456 63456 63456 634 387387387387 1%1%1%1%

CCCC Sai KungSai KungSai KungSai Kung 40 11340 11340 11340 113 257257257257 426426426426 1 6321 6321 6321 632 41 91441 91441 91441 914 1 8011 8011 8011 801 4%4%4%4%

DDDD Sha TinSha TinSha TinSha Tin 157 501157 501157 501157 501 809809809809 1 3481 3481 3481 348 1 4471 4471 4471 447 159 487159 487159 487159 487 1 9861 9861 9861 986 1%1%1%1%

EEEE Tai PoTai PoTai PoTai Po 65 74265 74265 74265 742 390390390390 385385385385 1 7981 7981 7981 798 67 53567 53567 53567 535 1 7931 7931 7931 793 3%3%3%3%

FFFF Tsuen WanTsuen WanTsuen WanTsuen Wan 83 96683 96683 96683 966 463463463463 683683683683 -64-64-64-64 84 12284 12284 12284 122 156156156156 0%0%0%0%

GGGG Tuen MunTuen MunTuen MunTuen Mun 122 925122 925122 925122 925 604604604604 804804804804 1 2981 2981 2981 298 124 423124 423124 423124 423 1 4981 4981 4981 498 1%1%1%1%

HHHH Yuen LongYuen LongYuen LongYuen Long 75 89275 89275 89275 892 602602602602 666666666666 -142-142-142-142 75 81475 81475 81475 814 -78-78-78-78 0%0%0%0%

JJJJ Kwai TsingKwai TsingKwai TsingKwai Tsing 139 853139 853139 853139 853 991991991991 1 0231 0231 0231 023 -42-42-42-42 139 843139 843139 843139 843 -10-10-10-10 0%0%0%0%

Regional CouncilRegional CouncilRegional CouncilRegional Council 766 465766 465766 465766 465 4 8534 8534 8534 853 5 7695 7695 7695 769 6 3446 3446 3446 344 773 725773 725773 725773 725 7 2607 2607 2607 260 1%1%1%1%

Area Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-total

MMMM Central & WesternCentral & WesternCentral & WesternCentral & Western 77 56577 56577 56577 565 488488488488 682682682682 -190-190-190-190 77 56977 56977 56977 569 4444 0%0%0%0%

NNNN Wan ChaiWan ChaiWan ChaiWan Chai 60 35060 35060 35060 350 495495495495 486486486486 -246-246-246-246 60 09560 09560 09560 095 -255-255-255-255 0%0%0%0%

PPPP EasternEasternEasternEastern 201 223201 223201 223201 223 1 2791 2791 2791 279 1 3811 3811 3811 381 136136136136 201 461201 461201 461201 461 238238238238 0%0%0%0%

QQQQ SouthernSouthernSouthernSouthern 93 4893 4893 4893 487777 701701701701 653653653653 -259-259-259-259 93 18093 18093 18093 180 -307-307-307-307 0%0%0%0%

RRRR Kowloon CityKowloon CityKowloon CityKowloon City 126 463126 463126 463126 463 806806806806 809809809809 -653-653-653-653 125 813125 813125 813125 813 -650-650-650-650 -1%-1%-1%-1%

SSSS Kwun TongKwun TongKwun TongKwun Tong 217 117217 117217 117217 117 1 7171 7171 7171 717 978978978978 -2 058-2 058-2 058-2 058 214 320214 320214 320214 320 -2 797-2 797-2 797-2 797 -1%-1%-1%-1%

TTTT Mong KokMong KokMong KokMong Kok 49 14849 14849 14849 148 380380380380 266266266266 -589-589-589-589 48 44548 44548 44548 445 -703-703-703-703 -1%-1%-1%-1%

UUUU Sham Shui PoSham Shui PoSham Shui PoSham Shui Po 126 571126 571126 571126 571 1 1131 1131 1131 113 534534534534 -815-815-815-815 125 177125 177125 177125 177 -1 394-1 394-1 394-1 394 -1%-1%-1%-1%

VVVV Wong Tai SiWong Tai SiWong Tai SiWong Tai Sinnnn 160 910160 910160 910160 910 1 5211 5211 5211 521 692692692692 -1 160-1 160-1 160-1 160 158 921158 921158 921158 921 -1 989-1 989-1 989-1 989 -1%-1%-1%-1%

WWWW Yau TsimYau TsimYau TsimYau Tsim 37 62637 62637 62637 626 349349349349 245245245245 -510-510-510-510 37 01237 01237 01237 012 -614-614-614-614 -2%-2%-2%-2%

Urban Council Urban Council Urban Council Urban Council 1 150 4601 150 4601 150 4601 150 460 8 8498 8498 8498 849 6 7266 7266 7266 726 -6 344-6 344-6 344-6 344 1 141 9931 141 9931 141 9931 141 993 -8 467-8 467-8 467-8 467 -1%-1%-1%-1%



Area Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-totalArea Sub-total

TotalTotalTotalTotal 1 916 9251 916 9251 916 9251 916 925 13 70213 70213 70213 702 12 49512 49512 49512 495 0000 1 915 7181 915 7181 915 7181 915 718 -1 207-1 207-1 207-1 207 0%0%0%0%

Appendix IIIAppendix IIIAppendix IIIAppendix III



Special levy on securities transactionsSpecial levy on securities transactionsSpecial levy on securities transactionsSpecial levy on securities transactions

18.18.18.18. MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG asked: In connection with the existing special levy onMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG asked: In connection with the existing special levy onMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG asked: In connection with the existing special levy onMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG asked: In connection with the existing special levy on

securities transactions which is imposed to repay the HK$2 billion loan provided bysecurities transactions which is imposed to repay the HK$2 billion loan provided bysecurities transactions which is imposed to repay the HK$2 billion loan provided bysecurities transactions which is imposed to repay the HK$2 billion loan provided by

the Government and relevant institutions to rescue the Hong Kong Futures Exchangethe Government and relevant institutions to rescue the Hong Kong Futures Exchangethe Government and relevant institutions to rescue the Hong Kong Futures Exchangethe Government and relevant institutions to rescue the Hong Kong Futures Exchange

(HKFE) after the 1987 stock market crash, will the Government inform this Council:(HKFE) after the 1987 stock market crash, will the Government inform this Council:(HKFE) after the 1987 stock market crash, will the Government inform this Council:(HKFE) after the 1987 stock market crash, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) when the special levy is expected to be withdrawn;when the special levy is expected to be withdrawn;when the special levy is expected to be withdrawn;when the special levy is expected to be withdrawn;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether it will consider taking measures to impwhether it will consider taking measures to impwhether it will consider taking measures to impwhether it will consider taking measures to improve the operation of the HKFE,rove the operation of the HKFE,rove the operation of the HKFE,rove the operation of the HKFE,

for example, to conduct a review on the trading of sugar, soyabean and cotton futuresfor example, to conduct a review on the trading of sugar, soyabean and cotton futuresfor example, to conduct a review on the trading of sugar, soyabean and cotton futuresfor example, to conduct a review on the trading of sugar, soyabean and cotton futures

which are at present thin and insignificant, to stimulate transactions of otherwhich are at present thin and insignificant, to stimulate transactions of otherwhich are at present thin and insignificant, to stimulate transactions of otherwhich are at present thin and insignificant, to stimulate transactions of other

futures commodities and to enhance the HKFE's international status so as to improvefutures commodities and to enhance the HKFE's international status so as to improvefutures commodities and to enhance the HKFE's international status so as to improvefutures commodities and to enhance the HKFE's international status so as to improve

the HKFE's ability to repay its debt due to the Government and relevant institutions?the HKFE's ability to repay its debt due to the Government and relevant institutions?the HKFE's ability to repay its debt due to the Government and relevant institutions?the HKFE's ability to repay its debt due to the Government and relevant institutions?

SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) Steps will be taken to withdraw the special levy when principal and interestSteps will be taken to withdraw the special levy when principal and interestSteps will be taken to withdraw the special levy when principal and interestSteps will be taken to withdraw the special levy when principal and interest

on the outstanding revolving credit facilities extended by the Government and majoron the outstanding revolving credit facilities extended by the Government and majoron the outstanding revolving credit facilities extended by the Government and majoron the outstanding revolving credit facilities extended by the Government and major

brokers and shareholders of the Hong Kong Futures Guarantee Corporation Ltd (thebrokers and shareholders of the Hong Kong Futures Guarantee Corporation Ltd (thebrokers and shareholders of the Hong Kong Futures Guarantee Corporation Ltd (thebrokers and shareholders of the Hong Kong Futures Guarantee Corporation Ltd (the

Lifeboat) are repaid.  At the current rate of repayment, it is estimated thatLifeboat) are repaid.  At the current rate of repayment, it is estimated thatLifeboat) are repaid.  At the current rate of repayment, it is estimated thatLifeboat) are repaid.  At the current rate of repayment, it is estimated that



repayment may be completed in the course of 1994.repayment may be completed in the course of 1994.repayment may be completed in the course of 1994.repayment may be completed in the course of 1994.

(b)(b)(b)(b) Any measures which may be required to improve the operation of the HKFE areAny measures which may be required to improve the operation of the HKFE areAny measures which may be required to improve the operation of the HKFE areAny measures which may be required to improve the operation of the HKFE are

essentially a matter for that exchange to consider though the Securities and Futuresessentially a matter for that exchange to consider though the Securities and Futuresessentially a matter for that exchange to consider though the Securities and Futuresessentially a matter for that exchange to consider though the Securities and Futures

Commission would be prepared to offer assistance and guidance should this be required.Commission would be prepared to offer assistance and guidance should this be required.Commission would be prepared to offer assistance and guidance should this be required.Commission would be prepared to offer assistance and guidance should this be required.

It should be noted, however, that a number of important steps have already been takenIt should be noted, however, that a number of important steps have already been takenIt should be noted, however, that a number of important steps have already been takenIt should be noted, however, that a number of important steps have already been taken

to improve the operation of HKFE.  In 1989, HKFE reorganized its clearing operationsto improve the operation of HKFE.  In 1989, HKFE reorganized its clearing operationsto improve the operation of HKFE.  In 1989, HKFE reorganized its clearing operationsto improve the operation of HKFE.  In 1989, HKFE reorganized its clearing operations

in line with the recommendations of the Securities Review Committee.  This includedin line with the recommendations of the Securities Review Committee.  This includedin line with the recommendations of the Securities Review Committee.  This includedin line with the recommendations of the Securities Review Committee.  This included

the formation of a wholly owned clearing house (HKFE Clearing Corporation Ltd) andthe formation of a wholly owned clearing house (HKFE Clearing Corporation Ltd) andthe formation of a wholly owned clearing house (HKFE Clearing Corporation Ltd) andthe formation of a wholly owned clearing house (HKFE Clearing Corporation Ltd) and

introduction of a new risk management system, including a Reserve Fund of $200introduction of a new risk management system, including a Reserve Fund of $200introduction of a new risk management system, including a Reserve Fund of $200introduction of a new risk management system, including a Reserve Fund of $200

million.million.million.million.

HKFE is currently developing new products, including an option on the Hang Seng Index.HKFE is currently developing new products, including an option on the Hang Seng Index.HKFE is currently developing new products, including an option on the Hang Seng Index.HKFE is currently developing new products, including an option on the Hang Seng Index.

This strategy is designed to enhance the market's international attraction byThis strategy is designed to enhance the market's international attraction byThis strategy is designed to enhance the market's international attraction byThis strategy is designed to enhance the market's international attraction by

broadening the range of contracts available and enhance turnover.  If it provesbroadening the range of contracts available and enhance turnover.  If it provesbroadening the range of contracts available and enhance turnover.  If it provesbroadening the range of contracts available and enhance turnover.  If it proves

successful it may generate additional revenue towards repayment of the Lifeboat.  Itsuccessful it may generate additional revenue towards repayment of the Lifeboat.  Itsuccessful it may generate additional revenue towards repayment of the Lifeboat.  Itsuccessful it may generate additional revenue towards repayment of the Lifeboat.  It

should be noted, however, that the Lifeboat facilities are debt of the Hong Kongshould be noted, however, that the Lifeboat facilities are debt of the Hong Kongshould be noted, however, that the Lifeboat facilities are debt of the Hong Kongshould be noted, however, that the Lifeboat facilities are debt of the Hong Kong

Futures Guarantee Corporation.Futures Guarantee Corporation.Futures Guarantee Corporation.Futures Guarantee Corporation.

It must be for HKFE in consultation with the SFC to decide whether or not to ceaseIt must be for HKFE in consultation with the SFC to decide whether or not to ceaseIt must be for HKFE in consultation with the SFC to decide whether or not to ceaseIt must be for HKFE in consultation with the SFC to decide whether or not to cease

trading in any of its existing contracts in the light of all the circumstances.  Thetrading in any of its existing contracts in the light of all the circumstances.  Thetrading in any of its existing contracts in the light of all the circumstances.  Thetrading in any of its existing contracts in the light of all the circumstances.  The

soybean futures contract was in fact discontinued in March 1992 due to a lack ofsoybean futures contract was in fact discontinued in March 1992 due to a lack ofsoybean futures contract was in fact discontinued in March 1992 due to a lack ofsoybean futures contract was in fact discontinued in March 1992 due to a lack of

participation and trading interest.  Cotton futures contracts were discontinued inparticipation and trading interest.  Cotton futures contracts were discontinued inparticipation and trading interest.  Cotton futures contracts were discontinued inparticipation and trading interest.  Cotton futures contracts were discontinued in

the early 1980s.the early 1980s.the early 1980s.the early 1980s.

Amusement games centresAmusement games centresAmusement games centresAmusement games centres

19.19.19.19. MR ALBERT CHAN asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR ALBERT CHAN asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR ALBERT CHAN asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR ALBERT CHAN asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) how many licences of video game centres have been issued; how many of thesehow many licences of video game centres have been issued; how many of thesehow many licences of video game centres have been issued; how many of thesehow many licences of video game centres have been issued; how many of these

centres are located in non-commercial premises; andcentres are located in non-commercial premises; andcentres are located in non-commercial premises; andcentres are located in non-commercial premises; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether it is intended to amend the relevant legislawhether it is intended to amend the relevant legislawhether it is intended to amend the relevant legislawhether it is intended to amend the relevant legislation so as to strengthention so as to strengthention so as to strengthention so as to strengthen

the monitoring of video game centres; if so, what progress has been made in thisthe monitoring of video game centres; if so, what progress has been made in thisthe monitoring of video game centres; if so, what progress has been made in thisthe monitoring of video game centres; if so, what progress has been made in this

respect?respect?respect?respect?



SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, amusement games centres areSECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, amusement games centres areSECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, amusement games centres areSECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, amusement games centres are

currently licensed in accordance with provisions in the Miscellaneous Licencescurrently licensed in accordance with provisions in the Miscellaneous Licencescurrently licensed in accordance with provisions in the Miscellaneous Licencescurrently licensed in accordance with provisions in the Miscellaneous Licences

Ordinance.  As at 30 June 1992, there are  646 licensed centres, approximately 600Ordinance.  As at 30 June 1992, there are  646 licensed centres, approximately 600Ordinance.  As at 30 June 1992, there are  646 licensed centres, approximately 600Ordinance.  As at 30 June 1992, there are  646 licensed centres, approximately 600

of these are located in non-commercial buildings.of these are located in non-commercial buildings.of these are located in non-commercial buildings.of these are located in non-commercial buildings.

Since 1988, when the Miscellaneous Licences Ordinance was last amended toSince 1988, when the Miscellaneous Licences Ordinance was last amended toSince 1988, when the Miscellaneous Licences Ordinance was last amended toSince 1988, when the Miscellaneous Licences Ordinance was last amended to

introduce the current licensing system for amusement games centre, there has beenintroduce the current licensing system for amusement games centre, there has beenintroduce the current licensing system for amusement games centre, there has beenintroduce the current licensing system for amusement games centre, there has been

rapid development in the trade.  New types of machine and new technology has beenrapid development in the trade.  New types of machine and new technology has beenrapid development in the trade.  New types of machine and new technology has beenrapid development in the trade.  New types of machine and new technology has been

developed which has resulted in a need for the licensing regime to be updated.developed which has resulted in a need for the licensing regime to be updated.developed which has resulted in a need for the licensing regime to be updated.developed which has resulted in a need for the licensing regime to be updated.

A dedicated Amusement Games Centre Bill hA dedicated Amusement Games Centre Bill hA dedicated Amusement Games Centre Bill hA dedicated Amusement Games Centre Bill has been drafted and will be introducedas been drafted and will be introducedas been drafted and will be introducedas been drafted and will be introduced

to the Legislative Council later this year.   This Bill is designed to establish ato the Legislative Council later this year.   This Bill is designed to establish ato the Legislative Council later this year.   This Bill is designed to establish ato the Legislative Council later this year.   This Bill is designed to establish a

new and stricter licensing scheme to control the operation of amusement games centres.new and stricter licensing scheme to control the operation of amusement games centres.new and stricter licensing scheme to control the operation of amusement games centres.new and stricter licensing scheme to control the operation of amusement games centres.

To support this, approval has already been granted for the creation of a licensingTo support this, approval has already been granted for the creation of a licensingTo support this, approval has already been granted for the creation of a licensingTo support this, approval has already been granted for the creation of a licensing

team within the Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority.  The new team willteam within the Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority.  The new team willteam within the Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority.  The new team willteam within the Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority.  The new team will

be responsible for monitoring the performance of licensees as well as handling allbe responsible for monitoring the performance of licensees as well as handling allbe responsible for monitoring the performance of licensees as well as handling allbe responsible for monitoring the performance of licensees as well as handling all

licence applications.licence applications.licence applications.licence applications.

Bill of Rights Ordinance's bearing on the Public Order and Summary Offences OrdinancesBill of Rights Ordinance's bearing on the Public Order and Summary Offences OrdinancesBill of Rights Ordinance's bearing on the Public Order and Summary Offences OrdinancesBill of Rights Ordinance's bearing on the Public Order and Summary Offences Ordinances

20.20.20.20. DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether there are any existing provisions in the Public Order Ordinance andwhether there are any existing provisions in the Public Order Ordinance andwhether there are any existing provisions in the Public Order Ordinance andwhether there are any existing provisions in the Public Order Ordinance and

the Summary Offences Ordinance which are in conflict with the Bill of Rights; whetherthe Summary Offences Ordinance which are in conflict with the Bill of Rights; whetherthe Summary Offences Ordinance which are in conflict with the Bill of Rights; whetherthe Summary Offences Ordinance which are in conflict with the Bill of Rights; whether

this Council can be provided with a detailed breakdown on each of the provisions inthis Council can be provided with a detailed breakdown on each of the provisions inthis Council can be provided with a detailed breakdown on each of the provisions inthis Council can be provided with a detailed breakdown on each of the provisions in

question together with information about the kinds of human rights that have beenquestion together with information about the kinds of human rights that have beenquestion together with information about the kinds of human rights that have beenquestion together with information about the kinds of human rights that have been

denied, the remedies recommended and the time required to give effect to each of thesedenied, the remedies recommended and the time required to give effect to each of thesedenied, the remedies recommended and the time required to give effect to each of thesedenied, the remedies recommended and the time required to give effect to each of these

remedial measures; andremedial measures; andremedial measures; andremedial measures; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether the cordoning off of the area outside the entrance to the Hong Kongwhether the cordoning off of the area outside the entrance to the Hong Kongwhether the cordoning off of the area outside the entrance to the Hong Kongwhether the cordoning off of the area outside the entrance to the Hong Kong

Branch Office of the NCNA deprives the public of the right of public assembly in theBranch Office of the NCNA deprives the public of the right of public assembly in theBranch Office of the NCNA deprives the public of the right of public assembly in theBranch Office of the NCNA deprives the public of the right of public assembly in the

area under Article 17 of the BOR Ordinance?area under Article 17 of the BOR Ordinance?area under Article 17 of the BOR Ordinance?area under Article 17 of the BOR Ordinance?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, whether a particular provision in a lawSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, whether a particular provision in a lawSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, whether a particular provision in a lawSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, whether a particular provision in a law

contravenes the Bill of Rights (BOR) Ordinance is ultimately a matter for the courtscontravenes the Bill of Rights (BOR) Ordinance is ultimately a matter for the courtscontravenes the Bill of Rights (BOR) Ordinance is ultimately a matter for the courtscontravenes the Bill of Rights (BOR) Ordinance is ultimately a matter for the courts

to determine.  Both the Public Order Ordinance and the Summary Offences Ordinanceto determine.  Both the Public Order Ordinance and the Summary Offences Ordinanceto determine.  Both the Public Order Ordinance and the Summary Offences Ordinanceto determine.  Both the Public Order Ordinance and the Summary Offences Ordinance



are under review by the Administration.  The provisions of the Bill of Rightsare under review by the Administration.  The provisions of the Bill of Rightsare under review by the Administration.  The provisions of the Bill of Rightsare under review by the Administration.  The provisions of the Bill of Rights

Ordinance will be taken into account in that review.  We have not yet come to anyOrdinance will be taken into account in that review.  We have not yet come to anyOrdinance will be taken into account in that review.  We have not yet come to anyOrdinance will be taken into account in that review.  We have not yet come to any

conclusions.conclusions.conclusions.conclusions.

I am advised that the temporary cordoning-off of an area outside theI am advised that the temporary cordoning-off of an area outside theI am advised that the temporary cordoning-off of an area outside theI am advised that the temporary cordoning-off of an area outside the NCNA is not NCNA is not NCNA is not NCNA is not

in conflict with Article 17 of the Bill of Rights Ordinance. In recognizing the rightin conflict with Article 17 of the Bill of Rights Ordinance. In recognizing the rightin conflict with Article 17 of the Bill of Rights Ordinance. In recognizing the rightin conflict with Article 17 of the Bill of Rights Ordinance. In recognizing the right

of peaceful assembly, Article 17 permits restrictions on the exercise of that rightof peaceful assembly, Article 17 permits restrictions on the exercise of that rightof peaceful assembly, Article 17 permits restrictions on the exercise of that rightof peaceful assembly, Article 17 permits restrictions on the exercise of that right

which are imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in the interestswhich are imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in the interestswhich are imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in the interestswhich are imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in the interests

of, among other things, public safety, public order and the protection of the rightsof, among other things, public safety, public order and the protection of the rightsof, among other things, public safety, public order and the protection of the rightsof, among other things, public safety, public order and the protection of the rights

of others.  Under section 10 of the Police Force Ordinance, the police have a dutyof others.  Under section 10 of the Police Force Ordinance, the police have a dutyof others.  Under section 10 of the Police Force Ordinance, the police have a dutyof others.  Under section 10 of the Police Force Ordinance, the police have a duty

to take lawful measures to preserve order in public places, at public meetings andto take lawful measures to preserve order in public places, at public meetings andto take lawful measures to preserve order in public places, at public meetings andto take lawful measures to preserve order in public places, at public meetings and

assemblies.  Fulfilment of this duty may need to include the temporary cordoning-offassemblies.  Fulfilment of this duty may need to include the temporary cordoning-offassemblies.  Fulfilment of this duty may need to include the temporary cordoning-offassemblies.  Fulfilment of this duty may need to include the temporary cordoning-off

of an area, depending on the circumstances at the time.of an area, depending on the circumstances at the time.of an area, depending on the circumstances at the time.of an area, depending on the circumstances at the time.

MotionsMotionsMotionsMotions

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ORDINANCEOFFICIAL LANGUAGES ORDINANCEOFFICIAL LANGUAGES ORDINANCEOFFICIAL LANGUAGES ORDINANCE

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the following motion:THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the following motion:THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the following motion:THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the following motion:

"That the draft Official Languages (Authentic Chinese Text) (Official Languages"That the draft Official Languages (Authentic Chinese Text) (Official Languages"That the draft Official Languages (Authentic Chinese Text) (Official Languages"That the draft Official Languages (Authentic Chinese Text) (Official Languages

Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor in Council, be approved."Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor in Council, be approved."Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor in Council, be approved."Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor in Council, be approved."

He said: Mr Deputy President, I move the resolution standing in my name on the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the resolution standing in my name on the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the resolution standing in my name on the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the resolution standing in my name on the Order

Paper.Paper.Paper.Paper.

The authentic ChiThe authentic ChiThe authentic ChiThe authentic Chinese text of the Official Languages Ordinance has been carefullynese text of the Official Languages Ordinance has been carefullynese text of the Official Languages Ordinance has been carefullynese text of the Official Languages Ordinance has been carefully

examined by the Bilingual Laws Advisory Committee and the Legislative Council Ad Hocexamined by the Bilingual Laws Advisory Committee and the Legislative Council Ad Hocexamined by the Bilingual Laws Advisory Committee and the Legislative Council Ad Hocexamined by the Bilingual Laws Advisory Committee and the Legislative Council Ad Hoc

Group and has their support.  In accordance with subsection 4B(4) of the OfficialGroup and has their support.  In accordance with subsection 4B(4) of the OfficialGroup and has their support.  In accordance with subsection 4B(4) of the OfficialGroup and has their support.  In accordance with subsection 4B(4) of the Official

Languages Ordinance, I now move that the draft Official Languages (Authentic ChineseLanguages Ordinance, I now move that the draft Official Languages (Authentic ChineseLanguages Ordinance, I now move that the draft Official Languages (Authentic ChineseLanguages Ordinance, I now move that the draft Official Languages (Authentic Chinese

Text) (Official Languages Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor inText) (Official Languages Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor inText) (Official Languages Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor inText) (Official Languages Ordinance) Order, proposed to be made by the Governor in

Council, be approved.Council, be approved.Council, be approved.Council, be approved.

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

BANKRUPTCY ORDINANCEBANKRUPTCY ORDINANCEBANKRUPTCY ORDINANCEBANKRUPTCY ORDINANCE



THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:

"That the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June"That the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June"That the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June"That the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June

1992, be approved."1992, be approved."1992, be approved."1992, be approved."

He said: Mr Deputy President, I move the first motion standing in my name in the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the first motion standing in my name in the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the first motion standing in my name in the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the first motion standing in my name in the Order

Paper.Paper.Paper.Paper.

SecSecSecSection 36 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with thetion 36 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with thetion 36 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with thetion 36 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with the

approval of this Council, to make rules providing for the mode of proving debts, theapproval of this Council, to make rules providing for the mode of proving debts, theapproval of this Council, to make rules providing for the mode of proving debts, theapproval of this Council, to make rules providing for the mode of proving debts, the

right of proof by secured and other creditors, the admission and rejection of proofs,right of proof by secured and other creditors, the admission and rejection of proofs,right of proof by secured and other creditors, the admission and rejection of proofs,right of proof by secured and other creditors, the admission and rejection of proofs,

and other matters.and other matters.and other matters.and other matters.

The Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 removes the requirement for all proofThe Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 removes the requirement for all proofThe Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 removes the requirement for all proofThe Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 removes the requirement for all proof

of debts to be sworn.  This will simplify procedures for the public and be moreof debts to be sworn.  This will simplify procedures for the public and be moreof debts to be sworn.  This will simplify procedures for the public and be moreof debts to be sworn.  This will simplify procedures for the public and be more

cost-effective for staff of the trustee to administer.  It is also in line with thecost-effective for staff of the trustee to administer.  It is also in line with thecost-effective for staff of the trustee to administer.  It is also in line with thecost-effective for staff of the trustee to administer.  It is also in line with the

practice in the United Kingdom, Australia and other comparable jurisdictions.practice in the United Kingdom, Australia and other comparable jurisdictions.practice in the United Kingdom, Australia and other comparable jurisdictions.practice in the United Kingdom, Australia and other comparable jurisdictions.

The proposed Rule enables a creditor to establish his claim by filing a proofThe proposed Rule enables a creditor to establish his claim by filing a proofThe proposed Rule enables a creditor to establish his claim by filing a proofThe proposed Rule enables a creditor to establish his claim by filing a proof

of debt in the prescribed form and paying the prescribed fee.  The proof of debt needof debt in the prescribed form and paying the prescribed fee.  The proof of debt needof debt in the prescribed form and paying the prescribed fee.  The proof of debt needof debt in the prescribed form and paying the prescribed fee.  The proof of debt need

not be sworn but the creditor has to declare as to the truth of the particulars thereof,not be sworn but the creditor has to declare as to the truth of the particulars thereof,not be sworn but the creditor has to declare as to the truth of the particulars thereof,not be sworn but the creditor has to declare as to the truth of the particulars thereof,

and has to submit the originals or copies of documents by reference to which his debtand has to submit the originals or copies of documents by reference to which his debtand has to submit the originals or copies of documents by reference to which his debtand has to submit the originals or copies of documents by reference to which his debt

can be substantiated.  The Official Receiver or the trustee may call for any othercan be substantiated.  The Official Receiver or the trustee may call for any othercan be substantiated.  The Official Receiver or the trustee may call for any othercan be substantiated.  The Official Receiver or the trustee may call for any other

documents as may be necessary.  They are also given the discretion to require adocuments as may be necessary.  They are also given the discretion to require adocuments as may be necessary.  They are also given the discretion to require adocuments as may be necessary.  They are also given the discretion to require a

creditor to verify his claim by affidavit in appropriate cases.creditor to verify his claim by affidavit in appropriate cases.creditor to verify his claim by affidavit in appropriate cases.creditor to verify his claim by affidavit in appropriate cases.

A secured creditor is required to state his status as such, or he will surrenderA secured creditor is required to state his status as such, or he will surrenderA secured creditor is required to state his status as such, or he will surrenderA secured creditor is required to state his status as such, or he will surrender

his security to the Official Receiver or the trustee for the general benefit ofhis security to the Official Receiver or the trustee for the general benefit ofhis security to the Official Receiver or the trustee for the general benefit ofhis security to the Official Receiver or the trustee for the general benefit of

creditors.creditors.creditors.creditors.

The Acting Chief Justice made the above Rule under sections 36 of the BankruptcyThe Acting Chief Justice made the above Rule under sections 36 of the BankruptcyThe Acting Chief Justice made the above Rule under sections 36 of the BankruptcyThe Acting Chief Justice made the above Rule under sections 36 of the Bankruptcy

Ordinance on 10 June 1992.Ordinance on 10 June 1992.Ordinance on 10 June 1992.Ordinance on 10 June 1992.

Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I wish to comment on the resolution under sectionsMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I wish to comment on the resolution under sectionsMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I wish to comment on the resolution under sectionsMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I wish to comment on the resolution under sections



36 and 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance as well as that under section 296 of the36 and 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance as well as that under section 296 of the36 and 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance as well as that under section 296 of the36 and 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance as well as that under section 296 of the

Companies Ordinance.Companies Ordinance.Companies Ordinance.Companies Ordinance.

The paperwork requiring affidavits referred to by the Secretary for MonetaryThe paperwork requiring affidavits referred to by the Secretary for MonetaryThe paperwork requiring affidavits referred to by the Secretary for MonetaryThe paperwork requiring affidavits referred to by the Secretary for Monetary

Affairs is generally prepared and filed by accountants doing insolvency andAffairs is generally prepared and filed by accountants doing insolvency andAffairs is generally prepared and filed by accountants doing insolvency andAffairs is generally prepared and filed by accountants doing insolvency and

liquidation work.  As their representative, I am happy to say that the new procedureliquidation work.  As their representative, I am happy to say that the new procedureliquidation work.  As their representative, I am happy to say that the new procedureliquidation work.  As their representative, I am happy to say that the new procedure

is generally welcomed as it simplifies a cumbersome piece of red tape which servesis generally welcomed as it simplifies a cumbersome piece of red tape which servesis generally welcomed as it simplifies a cumbersome piece of red tape which servesis generally welcomed as it simplifies a cumbersome piece of red tape which serves

little purpose.  However, we still question whether it is really necessary to verifylittle purpose.  However, we still question whether it is really necessary to verifylittle purpose.  However, we still question whether it is really necessary to verifylittle purpose.  However, we still question whether it is really necessary to verify

other documents such as liquidator's accounts by affidavit.  It is to be noted thatother documents such as liquidator's accounts by affidavit.  It is to be noted thatother documents such as liquidator's accounts by affidavit.  It is to be noted thatother documents such as liquidator's accounts by affidavit.  It is to be noted that

even published accounts of public companies or banks do not need such verification.even published accounts of public companies or banks do not need such verification.even published accounts of public companies or banks do not need such verification.even published accounts of public companies or banks do not need such verification.

It is particularly troublesome now that District Offices or the new OfficialIt is particularly troublesome now that District Offices or the new OfficialIt is particularly troublesome now that District Offices or the new OfficialIt is particularly troublesome now that District Offices or the new Official

Receiver's office can no longer be used to witness such signatures due to staffReceiver's office can no longer be used to witness such signatures due to staffReceiver's office can no longer be used to witness such signatures due to staffReceiver's office can no longer be used to witness such signatures due to staff

shortages, necessitating long journeys in some cases and fees of $250 to $400 to makeshortages, necessitating long journeys in some cases and fees of $250 to $400 to makeshortages, necessitating long journeys in some cases and fees of $250 to $400 to makeshortages, necessitating long journeys in some cases and fees of $250 to $400 to make

declarations before a notary public or solicitor.  I urge that the Administrationdeclarations before a notary public or solicitor.  I urge that the Administrationdeclarations before a notary public or solicitor.  I urge that the Administrationdeclarations before a notary public or solicitor.  I urge that the Administration

review this requirement for affidavits generally.review this requirement for affidavits generally.review this requirement for affidavits generally.review this requirement for affidavits generally.

SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I take note of the comments ofSECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I take note of the comments ofSECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I take note of the comments ofSECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I take note of the comments of

Mr Peter WONG and can assure him that they will be carefully considered.Mr Peter WONG and can assure him that they will be carefully considered.Mr Peter WONG and can assure him that they will be carefully considered.Mr Peter WONG and can assure him that they will be carefully considered.

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

BANKRUPTCY ORDINANCEBANKRUPTCY ORDINANCEBANKRUPTCY ORDINANCEBANKRUPTCY ORDINANCE

THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:

"That the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 and the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment)"That the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 and the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment)"That the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 and the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment)"That the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 and the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment)

Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June 1992, be approved."Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June 1992, be approved."Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June 1992, be approved."Rule 1992, made by the Chief Justice on 10 June 1992, be approved."

He said: Mr Deputy President, I move the second motion standing in my name in theHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the second motion standing in my name in theHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the second motion standing in my name in theHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the second motion standing in my name in the

Order Paper.Order Paper.Order Paper.Order Paper.

Section 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance provides that the Chief Justice may, withSection 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance provides that the Chief Justice may, withSection 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance provides that the Chief Justice may, withSection 113 of the Bankruptcy Ordinance provides that the Chief Justice may, with

the approval of this Council, make rules providing for the carrying into effect ofthe approval of this Council, make rules providing for the carrying into effect ofthe approval of this Council, make rules providing for the carrying into effect ofthe approval of this Council, make rules providing for the carrying into effect of

the objects of the Ordinance.the objects of the Ordinance.the objects of the Ordinance.the objects of the Ordinance.

The Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 introduce similar provisions to thoseThe Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 introduce similar provisions to thoseThe Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 introduce similar provisions to thoseThe Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1992 introduce similar provisions to those



contained in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 which this Council has justcontained in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 which this Council has justcontained in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 which this Council has justcontained in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 which this Council has just

approved.  The Rules seek to obviate the requirement for sworn proofs, whileapproved.  The Rules seek to obviate the requirement for sworn proofs, whileapproved.  The Rules seek to obviate the requirement for sworn proofs, whileapproved.  The Rules seek to obviate the requirement for sworn proofs, while

retaining the flexibility to require them when necessary.retaining the flexibility to require them when necessary.retaining the flexibility to require them when necessary.retaining the flexibility to require them when necessary.

In accordance with the new procedures, the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment) RuleIn accordance with the new procedures, the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment) RuleIn accordance with the new procedures, the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment) RuleIn accordance with the new procedures, the Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment) Rule

1992 introduces two new forms for use by creditors to establish their claims in1992 introduces two new forms for use by creditors to establish their claims in1992 introduces two new forms for use by creditors to establish their claims in1992 introduces two new forms for use by creditors to establish their claims in

bankruptcy proceedings and repeals the existing proof of debt form.bankruptcy proceedings and repeals the existing proof of debt form.bankruptcy proceedings and repeals the existing proof of debt form.bankruptcy proceedings and repeals the existing proof of debt form.

The Acting Chief Justice made the above rules under section 113 of the BankruptcyThe Acting Chief Justice made the above rules under section 113 of the BankruptcyThe Acting Chief Justice made the above rules under section 113 of the BankruptcyThe Acting Chief Justice made the above rules under section 113 of the Bankruptcy

Ordinance on 10 June 1992.Ordinance on 10 June 1992.Ordinance on 10 June 1992.Ordinance on 10 June 1992.

Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

COMPANIES ORDINANCECOMPANIES ORDINANCECOMPANIES ORDINANCECOMPANIES ORDINANCE

THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the following motion:

"That the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992, made by the Chief Justice"That the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992, made by the Chief Justice"That the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992, made by the Chief Justice"That the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992, made by the Chief Justice

on 10 June 1992, be approved."on 10 June 1992, be approved."on 10 June 1992, be approved."on 10 June 1992, be approved."

He said: Mr Deputy President, I move the third motion standing in my name in the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the third motion standing in my name in the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the third motion standing in my name in the OrderHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move the third motion standing in my name in the Order

Paper.Paper.Paper.Paper.

Section 296 of the Companies Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with theSection 296 of the Companies Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with theSection 296 of the Companies Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with theSection 296 of the Companies Ordinance empowers the Chief Justice, with the

approval of this Council, to make general rules for carrying into effect the objectsapproval of this Council, to make general rules for carrying into effect the objectsapproval of this Council, to make general rules for carrying into effect the objectsapproval of this Council, to make general rules for carrying into effect the objects

of the Ordinance in so far as relates to the winding-up of companies.of the Ordinance in so far as relates to the winding-up of companies.of the Ordinance in so far as relates to the winding-up of companies.of the Ordinance in so far as relates to the winding-up of companies.

The provisions of the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992 are almostThe provisions of the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992 are almostThe provisions of the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992 are almostThe provisions of the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992 are almost

identical to those in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 made under theidentical to those in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 made under theidentical to those in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 made under theidentical to those in the Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rule 1992 made under the

Bankruptcy Ordinance.  As I have already explained in my speech on that Rule, theBankruptcy Ordinance.  As I have already explained in my speech on that Rule, theBankruptcy Ordinance.  As I have already explained in my speech on that Rule, theBankruptcy Ordinance.  As I have already explained in my speech on that Rule, the

main purpose is to remove the general requirement for proof of debts to be sworn,main purpose is to remove the general requirement for proof of debts to be sworn,main purpose is to remove the general requirement for proof of debts to be sworn,main purpose is to remove the general requirement for proof of debts to be sworn,

except in appropriate cases where the Official Receiver or the liquidator may requireexcept in appropriate cases where the Official Receiver or the liquidator may requireexcept in appropriate cases where the Official Receiver or the liquidator may requireexcept in appropriate cases where the Official Receiver or the liquidator may require

the creditor concerned to verify his claim by affidavit.the creditor concerned to verify his claim by affidavit.the creditor concerned to verify his claim by affidavit.the creditor concerned to verify his claim by affidavit.



These Rules also prescribe two neThese Rules also prescribe two neThese Rules also prescribe two neThese Rules also prescribe two new forms for use by creditors to establish theirw forms for use by creditors to establish theirw forms for use by creditors to establish theirw forms for use by creditors to establish their

claims in winding up proceedings and repeal the existing proof of debt form.claims in winding up proceedings and repeal the existing proof of debt form.claims in winding up proceedings and repeal the existing proof of debt form.claims in winding up proceedings and repeal the existing proof of debt form.

The Acting Chief Justice made the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992The Acting Chief Justice made the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992The Acting Chief Justice made the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992The Acting Chief Justice made the Companies (Winding-up) (Amendment) Rules 1992

under section 296 of the Companies Ordinance on 10 June 1992.under section 296 of the Companies Ordinance on 10 June 1992.under section 296 of the Companies Ordinance on 10 June 1992.under section 296 of the Companies Ordinance on 10 June 1992.

Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

Second Reading of BillsSecond Reading of BillsSecond Reading of BillsSecond Reading of Bills

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      24 June 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      24 June 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      24 June 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      24 June 1992

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992



Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        6 May 1992

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      13 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      13 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      13 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      13 May 1992

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

MR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, regarding the EmploymentMR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, regarding the EmploymentMR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, regarding the EmploymentMR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, regarding the Employment

(Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992, I would like to comment on the repeal of the(Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992, I would like to comment on the repeal of the(Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992, I would like to comment on the repeal of the(Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992, I would like to comment on the repeal of the

cross-harbour provision.cross-harbour provision.cross-harbour provision.cross-harbour provision.

The cross-harbour provision has all along drawn criticism from labour bodiesThe cross-harbour provision has all along drawn criticism from labour bodiesThe cross-harbour provision has all along drawn criticism from labour bodiesThe cross-harbour provision has all along drawn criticism from labour bodies

because following the developments experienced by our city, the standard thebecause following the developments experienced by our city, the standard thebecause following the developments experienced by our city, the standard thebecause following the developments experienced by our city, the standard the

provision set down has become anachronistic.  To review the provision should be aprovision set down has become anachronistic.  To review the provision should be aprovision set down has become anachronistic.  To review the provision should be aprovision set down has become anachronistic.  To review the provision should be a

good thing.  However, it is disappointing to see that the amendment drawn upgood thing.  However, it is disappointing to see that the amendment drawn upgood thing.  However, it is disappointing to see that the amendment drawn upgood thing.  However, it is disappointing to see that the amendment drawn up

eventually is simply to delete the provision.eventually is simply to delete the provision.eventually is simply to delete the provision.eventually is simply to delete the provision.

Though the moving of workplace across the harbour as provided under sectionThough the moving of workplace across the harbour as provided under sectionThough the moving of workplace across the harbour as provided under sectionThough the moving of workplace across the harbour as provided under section

31B(2)(b) of the Employment Ordinance is not the only or a sufficient condition to31B(2)(b) of the Employment Ordinance is not the only or a sufficient condition to31B(2)(b) of the Employment Ordinance is not the only or a sufficient condition to31B(2)(b) of the Employment Ordinance is not the only or a sufficient condition to

obtain severance pay, nevertheless, it has offered a simple and precise standard forobtain severance pay, nevertheless, it has offered a simple and precise standard forobtain severance pay, nevertheless, it has offered a simple and precise standard forobtain severance pay, nevertheless, it has offered a simple and precise standard for

both the employers and the employees.  Its only deficiency is that the stipulatedboth the employers and the employees.  Its only deficiency is that the stipulatedboth the employers and the employees.  Its only deficiency is that the stipulatedboth the employers and the employees.  Its only deficiency is that the stipulated

standard is not comprehensive enough to cover those circumstances where a move ofstandard is not comprehensive enough to cover those circumstances where a move ofstandard is not comprehensive enough to cover those circumstances where a move ofstandard is not comprehensive enough to cover those circumstances where a move of

workplace has resulted in longer distance but not crossing the harbour.  However,workplace has resulted in longer distance but not crossing the harbour.  However,workplace has resulted in longer distance but not crossing the harbour.  However,workplace has resulted in longer distance but not crossing the harbour.  However,

the present amendment to remedy this deficiency is outright excessive, just likethe present amendment to remedy this deficiency is outright excessive, just likethe present amendment to remedy this deficiency is outright excessive, just likethe present amendment to remedy this deficiency is outright excessive, just like

"cutting the toes to avoid siphonworms.""cutting the toes to avoid siphonworms.""cutting the toes to avoid siphonworms.""cutting the toes to avoid siphonworms."



It can be envisaged that when the proposed amendments are passed and implemented,It can be envisaged that when the proposed amendments are passed and implemented,It can be envisaged that when the proposed amendments are passed and implemented,It can be envisaged that when the proposed amendments are passed and implemented,

the following three adverse effects would occur:the following three adverse effects would occur:the following three adverse effects would occur:the following three adverse effects would occur:

(1)(1)(1)(1) Workers would lack a clear basis for claim which would otherwise have beenWorkers would lack a clear basis for claim which would otherwise have beenWorkers would lack a clear basis for claim which would otherwise have beenWorkers would lack a clear basis for claim which would otherwise have been

available to them in the form of the standard set down in the provision now proposedavailable to them in the form of the standard set down in the provision now proposedavailable to them in the form of the standard set down in the provision now proposedavailable to them in the form of the standard set down in the provision now proposed

to be repealed when they encounter a move of workplace across the harbour.  Thoughto be repealed when they encounter a move of workplace across the harbour.  Thoughto be repealed when they encounter a move of workplace across the harbour.  Thoughto be repealed when they encounter a move of workplace across the harbour.  Though

they may still lodge a claim for severance pay pursuant to section 31B(2)(c) of thethey may still lodge a claim for severance pay pursuant to section 31B(2)(c) of thethey may still lodge a claim for severance pay pursuant to section 31B(2)(c) of thethey may still lodge a claim for severance pay pursuant to section 31B(2)(c) of the

Employment Ordinance, however as the part of this section on the moving of workplaceEmployment Ordinance, however as the part of this section on the moving of workplaceEmployment Ordinance, however as the part of this section on the moving of workplaceEmployment Ordinance, however as the part of this section on the moving of workplace

is relatively vague, it may create more disputes between them and their employers.is relatively vague, it may create more disputes between them and their employers.is relatively vague, it may create more disputes between them and their employers.is relatively vague, it may create more disputes between them and their employers.

This is particularly significant to workers working on Hong Kong Island because theyThis is particularly significant to workers working on Hong Kong Island because theyThis is particularly significant to workers working on Hong Kong Island because theyThis is particularly significant to workers working on Hong Kong Island because they

stand a greater chance of encountering a move of workplace across the harbour.  Instand a greater chance of encountering a move of workplace across the harbour.  Instand a greater chance of encountering a move of workplace across the harbour.  Instand a greater chance of encountering a move of workplace across the harbour.  In

addition, some unions are also worried that when the Ordinance is amended, the claimsaddition, some unions are also worried that when the Ordinance is amended, the claimsaddition, some unions are also worried that when the Ordinance is amended, the claimsaddition, some unions are also worried that when the Ordinance is amended, the claims

for severance pay as a result of a move of workplace would be dealt with on individualfor severance pay as a result of a move of workplace would be dealt with on individualfor severance pay as a result of a move of workplace would be dealt with on individualfor severance pay as a result of a move of workplace would be dealt with on individual

merits which would make the issue more complicated.merits which would make the issue more complicated.merits which would make the issue more complicated.merits which would make the issue more complicated.

(2)(2)(2)(2) The repeal of the above provision may mislead the employers and the managementThe repeal of the above provision may mislead the employers and the managementThe repeal of the above provision may mislead the employers and the managementThe repeal of the above provision may mislead the employers and the management

into thinking that payment of severance pay is not necessary in any move of workplaceinto thinking that payment of severance pay is not necessary in any move of workplaceinto thinking that payment of severance pay is not necessary in any move of workplaceinto thinking that payment of severance pay is not necessary in any move of workplace

resulting in unnecessary labour disputes and making it even more difficult forresulting in unnecessary labour disputes and making it even more difficult forresulting in unnecessary labour disputes and making it even more difficult forresulting in unnecessary labour disputes and making it even more difficult for

employees to fight for the entitled severance pay.employees to fight for the entitled severance pay.employees to fight for the entitled severance pay.employees to fight for the entitled severance pay.

(3)(3)(3)(3) The Labour Tribunals are already overloaded with work, in particular theThe Labour Tribunals are already overloaded with work, in particular theThe Labour Tribunals are already overloaded with work, in particular theThe Labour Tribunals are already overloaded with work, in particular the

Tribunal on Hong Kong Island.  Already it takes more than 80 days to have a case fixedTribunal on Hong Kong Island.  Already it takes more than 80 days to have a case fixedTribunal on Hong Kong Island.  Already it takes more than 80 days to have a case fixedTribunal on Hong Kong Island.  Already it takes more than 80 days to have a case fixed

for hearing.  The disputes created as a result of the repeal of the above provisionfor hearing.  The disputes created as a result of the repeal of the above provisionfor hearing.  The disputes created as a result of the repeal of the above provisionfor hearing.  The disputes created as a result of the repeal of the above provision

would increase the workload of the Labour Tribunals.would increase the workload of the Labour Tribunals.would increase the workload of the Labour Tribunals.would increase the workload of the Labour Tribunals.

Mr Deputy President, in the lightMr Deputy President, in the lightMr Deputy President, in the lightMr Deputy President, in the light of the above possible problems as a result of of the above possible problems as a result of of the above possible problems as a result of of the above possible problems as a result of

the amendment, the Labour Department should closely monitor the operation of thethe amendment, the Labour Department should closely monitor the operation of thethe amendment, the Labour Department should closely monitor the operation of thethe amendment, the Labour Department should closely monitor the operation of the

amended Ordinance upon its implementation in order to take remedial measures at anamended Ordinance upon its implementation in order to take remedial measures at anamended Ordinance upon its implementation in order to take remedial measures at anamended Ordinance upon its implementation in order to take remedial measures at an

early date.early date.early date.early date.

Mr Deputy President, in view ofMr Deputy President, in view ofMr Deputy President, in view ofMr Deputy President, in view of the above reasons, I have reservation on the the above reasons, I have reservation on the the above reasons, I have reservation on the the above reasons, I have reservation on the

decision to remove section 31B(2)(b) without alternative standards being provideddecision to remove section 31B(2)(b) without alternative standards being provideddecision to remove section 31B(2)(b) without alternative standards being provideddecision to remove section 31B(2)(b) without alternative standards being provided

but I agree with the other proposed amendments.but I agree with the other proposed amendments.but I agree with the other proposed amendments.but I agree with the other proposed amendments.

MR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, about the amendments proposedMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, about the amendments proposedMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, about the amendments proposedMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, about the amendments proposed



by this Bill, I would focus on the severance pay entitlement as a result of a changeby this Bill, I would focus on the severance pay entitlement as a result of a changeby this Bill, I would focus on the severance pay entitlement as a result of a changeby this Bill, I would focus on the severance pay entitlement as a result of a change

of workplace.of workplace.of workplace.of workplace.

No doubt, the cross harbour provision in the legislation on severance payNo doubt, the cross harbour provision in the legislation on severance payNo doubt, the cross harbour provision in the legislation on severance payNo doubt, the cross harbour provision in the legislation on severance pay

implemented in 1974 has become anachronistic.  Following the industrial developmentimplemented in 1974 has become anachronistic.  Following the industrial developmentimplemented in 1974 has become anachronistic.  Following the industrial developmentimplemented in 1974 has become anachronistic.  Following the industrial development

in the new towns, the problem the employees encounter is no longer a move of workplacein the new towns, the problem the employees encounter is no longer a move of workplacein the new towns, the problem the employees encounter is no longer a move of workplacein the new towns, the problem the employees encounter is no longer a move of workplace

across the harbour but a move to a further place.  There is nothing wrong with theacross the harbour but a move to a further place.  There is nothing wrong with theacross the harbour but a move to a further place.  There is nothing wrong with theacross the harbour but a move to a further place.  There is nothing wrong with the

Government's amending the Ordinance to delete the cross harbour provision.  HoweverGovernment's amending the Ordinance to delete the cross harbour provision.  HoweverGovernment's amending the Ordinance to delete the cross harbour provision.  HoweverGovernment's amending the Ordinance to delete the cross harbour provision.  However

the greatest problem is that nothing is proposed to replace the deletion.  Thethe greatest problem is that nothing is proposed to replace the deletion.  Thethe greatest problem is that nothing is proposed to replace the deletion.  Thethe greatest problem is that nothing is proposed to replace the deletion.  The

provision is removed without substitution.  It may be argued that in future employeesprovision is removed without substitution.  It may be argued that in future employeesprovision is removed without substitution.  It may be argued that in future employeesprovision is removed without substitution.  It may be argued that in future employees

can lodge a claim for severance pay on the ground of hardship created by a move ofcan lodge a claim for severance pay on the ground of hardship created by a move ofcan lodge a claim for severance pay on the ground of hardship created by a move ofcan lodge a claim for severance pay on the ground of hardship created by a move of

workplace.  However "hardship" is hard to define and has to rely on precedent cases.workplace.  However "hardship" is hard to define and has to rely on precedent cases.workplace.  However "hardship" is hard to define and has to rely on precedent cases.workplace.  However "hardship" is hard to define and has to rely on precedent cases.

Inevitably, the following unfavourable effects would come up:Inevitably, the following unfavourable effects would come up:Inevitably, the following unfavourable effects would come up:Inevitably, the following unfavourable effects would come up:

(1)(1)(1)(1) Labour disputes would easily arise due to the equivocal definition ofLabour disputes would easily arise due to the equivocal definition ofLabour disputes would easily arise due to the equivocal definition ofLabour disputes would easily arise due to the equivocal definition of

"hardship"."hardship"."hardship"."hardship".

(2)(2)(2)(2) The increase inThe increase inThe increase inThe increase in the number of labour disputes means also an increase of claims the number of labour disputes means also an increase of claims the number of labour disputes means also an increase of claims the number of labour disputes means also an increase of claims

lodged with the Labour Tribunals which are already unable to meet their originallodged with the Labour Tribunals which are already unable to meet their originallodged with the Labour Tribunals which are already unable to meet their originallodged with the Labour Tribunals which are already unable to meet their original

objectives of handling claims in an "expeditious, inexpensive and simply" way,objectives of handling claims in an "expeditious, inexpensive and simply" way,objectives of handling claims in an "expeditious, inexpensive and simply" way,objectives of handling claims in an "expeditious, inexpensive and simply" way,

resulting in substantially longer time to have a case dealt with.  Currently, overresulting in substantially longer time to have a case dealt with.  Currently, overresulting in substantially longer time to have a case dealt with.  Currently, overresulting in substantially longer time to have a case dealt with.  Currently, over

one year is needed to have a claim heard and adjudicated on.  This is already somethingone year is needed to have a claim heard and adjudicated on.  This is already somethingone year is needed to have a claim heard and adjudicated on.  This is already somethingone year is needed to have a claim heard and adjudicated on.  This is already something

unacceptable.  The increase in claims would only worsen the situation.  It shouldunacceptable.  The increase in claims would only worsen the situation.  It shouldunacceptable.  The increase in claims would only worsen the situation.  It shouldunacceptable.  The increase in claims would only worsen the situation.  It should

be noted that in such claims, the case of every claimant involved has to be studiedbe noted that in such claims, the case of every claimant involved has to be studiedbe noted that in such claims, the case of every claimant involved has to be studiedbe noted that in such claims, the case of every claimant involved has to be studied

in detail.  If a factory has over 200 people, then there would be 200 different cases.in detail.  If a factory has over 200 people, then there would be 200 different cases.in detail.  If a factory has over 200 people, then there would be 200 different cases.in detail.  If a factory has over 200 people, then there would be 200 different cases.

It could be imagined how much time the tribunals need to spend.It could be imagined how much time the tribunals need to spend.It could be imagined how much time the tribunals need to spend.It could be imagined how much time the tribunals need to spend.

(3)(3)(3)(3) When the law is unclear, employees would be more When the law is unclear, employees would be more When the law is unclear, employees would be more When the law is unclear, employees would be more liable to lose what theyliable to lose what theyliable to lose what theyliable to lose what they

are entitled to, being unsure of their precise rights.are entitled to, being unsure of their precise rights.are entitled to, being unsure of their precise rights.are entitled to, being unsure of their precise rights.

In view of the above circumstances, I suggest that the provision on severanceIn view of the above circumstances, I suggest that the provision on severanceIn view of the above circumstances, I suggest that the provision on severanceIn view of the above circumstances, I suggest that the provision on severance

pay must also be amended at the same time when the cross harbour provision is deletedpay must also be amended at the same time when the cross harbour provision is deletedpay must also be amended at the same time when the cross harbour provision is deletedpay must also be amended at the same time when the cross harbour provision is deleted

to include an entitlement resulting from a move of workplace to another district.to include an entitlement resulting from a move of workplace to another district.to include an entitlement resulting from a move of workplace to another district.to include an entitlement resulting from a move of workplace to another district.

This would enable both the employers and the employees to understand their own rightsThis would enable both the employers and the employees to understand their own rightsThis would enable both the employers and the employees to understand their own rightsThis would enable both the employers and the employees to understand their own rights

and obligations.  As for the criteria to define a cross district move, a detailedand obligations.  As for the criteria to define a cross district move, a detailedand obligations.  As for the criteria to define a cross district move, a detailedand obligations.  As for the criteria to define a cross district move, a detailed

study could be conducted.study could be conducted.study could be conducted.study could be conducted.

Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.



SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, may I first of all thankSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, may I first of all thankSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, may I first of all thankSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, may I first of all thank

the ad hoc group chaired by Mr Henry TANG  for  its detailed examination of thethe ad hoc group chaired by Mr Henry TANG  for  its detailed examination of thethe ad hoc group chaired by Mr Henry TANG  for  its detailed examination of thethe ad hoc group chaired by Mr Henry TANG  for  its detailed examination of the

Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 as well as the Employees' CompensationEmployment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 as well as the Employees' CompensationEmployment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 as well as the Employees' CompensationEmployment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 as well as the Employees' Compensation

(Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992.(Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992.(Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992.(Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992.

These three Bills, if passed, will plug certain loopholes in the existing legislation,These three Bills, if passed, will plug certain loopholes in the existing legislation,These three Bills, if passed, will plug certain loopholes in the existing legislation,These three Bills, if passed, will plug certain loopholes in the existing legislation,

improve and better safeguard the benefit of employees and facilitate enforcement byimprove and better safeguard the benefit of employees and facilitate enforcement byimprove and better safeguard the benefit of employees and facilitate enforcement byimprove and better safeguard the benefit of employees and facilitate enforcement by

the Labour Department.the Labour Department.the Labour Department.the Labour Department.

I have listened carefully to the comments made by Mr TAM Yiu-chung and Mr LAUI have listened carefully to the comments made by Mr TAM Yiu-chung and Mr LAUI have listened carefully to the comments made by Mr TAM Yiu-chung and Mr LAUI have listened carefully to the comments made by Mr TAM Yiu-chung and Mr LAU

Chin-shek on the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992.  On the question of theChin-shek on the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992.  On the question of theChin-shek on the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992.  On the question of theChin-shek on the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992.  On the question of the

circumstances in which a change of workplace would render a dismissed worker eligiblecircumstances in which a change of workplace would render a dismissed worker eligiblecircumstances in which a change of workplace would render a dismissed worker eligiblecircumstances in which a change of workplace would render a dismissed worker eligible

for severance pay, there is no disagreement that the cross harbour provision isfor severance pay, there is no disagreement that the cross harbour provision isfor severance pay, there is no disagreement that the cross harbour provision isfor severance pay, there is no disagreement that the cross harbour provision is

anachronistic and should be removed.  The Administration has considered veryanachronistic and should be removed.  The Administration has considered veryanachronistic and should be removed.  The Administration has considered veryanachronistic and should be removed.  The Administration has considered very

carefully whether any other simple and objective criteria or guidelines could be drawncarefully whether any other simple and objective criteria or guidelines could be drawncarefully whether any other simple and objective criteria or guidelines could be drawncarefully whether any other simple and objective criteria or guidelines could be drawn

up but has concluded that it would be quite impossible to do so in a way which wouldup but has concluded that it would be quite impossible to do so in a way which wouldup but has concluded that it would be quite impossible to do so in a way which wouldup but has concluded that it would be quite impossible to do so in a way which would

cover all eventualities; even a criterion such as a change of district may actuallycover all eventualities; even a criterion such as a change of district may actuallycover all eventualities; even a criterion such as a change of district may actuallycover all eventualities; even a criterion such as a change of district may actually

involve no more than crossing the street from one district to another.  We believeinvolve no more than crossing the street from one district to another.  We believeinvolve no more than crossing the street from one district to another.  We believeinvolve no more than crossing the street from one district to another.  We believe

that each case would best be dealt with individually having regard to all thethat each case would best be dealt with individually having regard to all thethat each case would best be dealt with individually having regard to all thethat each case would best be dealt with individually having regard to all the

circumstances.  In cases of dispute, a ruling can be sought from the court as tocircumstances.  In cases of dispute, a ruling can be sought from the court as tocircumstances.  In cases of dispute, a ruling can be sought from the court as tocircumstances.  In cases of dispute, a ruling can be sought from the court as to

whether a change of workplace causes hardship to an employee, to an extentwhether a change of workplace causes hardship to an employee, to an extentwhether a change of workplace causes hardship to an employee, to an extentwhether a change of workplace causes hardship to an employee, to an extent

sufficiently serious to establish a constructive dismissal under common law.  If thesufficiently serious to establish a constructive dismissal under common law.  If thesufficiently serious to establish a constructive dismissal under common law.  If thesufficiently serious to establish a constructive dismissal under common law.  If the

court so decides the employee will have a claim to severance payment.  On the questioncourt so decides the employee will have a claim to severance payment.  On the questioncourt so decides the employee will have a claim to severance payment.  On the questioncourt so decides the employee will have a claim to severance payment.  On the question

of whether employers and employees might be misled by the deletion of the cross harbourof whether employers and employees might be misled by the deletion of the cross harbourof whether employers and employees might be misled by the deletion of the cross harbourof whether employers and employees might be misled by the deletion of the cross harbour

provision, I can assure Mr TAM that upon enactment of the amendment Bill the Labourprovision, I can assure Mr TAM that upon enactment of the amendment Bill the Labourprovision, I can assure Mr TAM that upon enactment of the amendment Bill the Labourprovision, I can assure Mr TAM that upon enactment of the amendment Bill the Labour

Department will provide explanations in a relevant leaflet. This leaflet will be inDepartment will provide explanations in a relevant leaflet. This leaflet will be inDepartment will provide explanations in a relevant leaflet. This leaflet will be inDepartment will provide explanations in a relevant leaflet. This leaflet will be in

English and Chinese and will be distributed free of charge to employers and employees.English and Chinese and will be distributed free of charge to employers and employees.English and Chinese and will be distributed free of charge to employers and employees.English and Chinese and will be distributed free of charge to employers and employees.

It will make clear that the severance payment entitlement is not solely dependentIt will make clear that the severance payment entitlement is not solely dependentIt will make clear that the severance payment entitlement is not solely dependentIt will make clear that the severance payment entitlement is not solely dependent

upon whether the change of workplace involves crossing the harbour or whether thereupon whether the change of workplace involves crossing the harbour or whether thereupon whether the change of workplace involves crossing the harbour or whether thereupon whether the change of workplace involves crossing the harbour or whether there

is dismissal.  It is the extent of hardship caused that will determine eligibilityis dismissal.  It is the extent of hardship caused that will determine eligibilityis dismissal.  It is the extent of hardship caused that will determine eligibilityis dismissal.  It is the extent of hardship caused that will determine eligibility

for severance payment.  Of course the Labour Department will closely monitor thefor severance payment.  Of course the Labour Department will closely monitor thefor severance payment.  Of course the Labour Department will closely monitor thefor severance payment.  Of course the Labour Department will closely monitor the

implementation of the new provision.implementation of the new provision.implementation of the new provision.implementation of the new provision.

Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.



Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

MR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the main purposes of this amendment Bill are toMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the main purposes of this amendment Bill are toMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the main purposes of this amendment Bill are toMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the main purposes of this amendment Bill are to

improve certain inadequate or ambiguous provisions under the Employees' Compensationimprove certain inadequate or ambiguous provisions under the Employees' Compensationimprove certain inadequate or ambiguous provisions under the Employees' Compensationimprove certain inadequate or ambiguous provisions under the Employees' Compensation

Ordinance and to increase the levels of penalty in order to accurately reflect theOrdinance and to increase the levels of penalty in order to accurately reflect theOrdinance and to increase the levels of penalty in order to accurately reflect theOrdinance and to increase the levels of penalty in order to accurately reflect the

relative gravity of the offences. This Bill, together with the Employment (Amendment)relative gravity of the offences. This Bill, together with the Employment (Amendment)relative gravity of the offences. This Bill, together with the Employment (Amendment)relative gravity of the offences. This Bill, together with the Employment (Amendment)

(No. 4) Bill 1992 and the Employees Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992, cover(No. 4) Bill 1992 and the Employees Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992, cover(No. 4) Bill 1992 and the Employees Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992, cover(No. 4) Bill 1992 and the Employees Compensation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992, cover

a number of changes to improve and to bring up to date various provisions under thea number of changes to improve and to bring up to date various provisions under thea number of changes to improve and to bring up to date various provisions under thea number of changes to improve and to bring up to date various provisions under the

respective Ordinances.respective Ordinances.respective Ordinances.respective Ordinances.

Since theSince theSince theSince the Legislative Council ad hoc group set up to study these three Bills has Legislative Council ad hoc group set up to study these three Bills has Legislative Council ad hoc group set up to study these three Bills has Legislative Council ad hoc group set up to study these three Bills has

found most of the proposed amendments to be acceptable, I have not intended and dofound most of the proposed amendments to be acceptable, I have not intended and dofound most of the proposed amendments to be acceptable, I have not intended and dofound most of the proposed amendments to be acceptable, I have not intended and do

not intend to speak on each of them.  Instead, I will concentrate on the Employeesnot intend to speak on each of them.  Instead, I will concentrate on the Employeesnot intend to speak on each of them.  Instead, I will concentrate on the Employeesnot intend to speak on each of them.  Instead, I will concentrate on the Employees

Compensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 for which further improvements are consideredCompensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 for which further improvements are consideredCompensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 for which further improvements are consideredCompensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 for which further improvements are considered

necessary.  Amongst the proposed amendments contained in this Bill, the ad hoc groupnecessary.  Amongst the proposed amendments contained in this Bill, the ad hoc groupnecessary.  Amongst the proposed amendments contained in this Bill, the ad hoc groupnecessary.  Amongst the proposed amendments contained in this Bill, the ad hoc group

felt that the proposal to expand the definition of dependant to cover inter alia thefelt that the proposal to expand the definition of dependant to cover inter alia thefelt that the proposal to expand the definition of dependant to cover inter alia thefelt that the proposal to expand the definition of dependant to cover inter alia the

parents, grandparents and step-parents yet to retire and rely on the deceased employeeparents, grandparents and step-parents yet to retire and rely on the deceased employeeparents, grandparents and step-parents yet to retire and rely on the deceased employeeparents, grandparents and step-parents yet to retire and rely on the deceased employee

for a living within one year after the death of the employee should be further expanded,for a living within one year after the death of the employee should be further expanded,for a living within one year after the death of the employee should be further expanded,for a living within one year after the death of the employee should be further expanded,

since the retirement time limit of one year would be too short for elderly potentialsince the retirement time limit of one year would be too short for elderly potentialsince the retirement time limit of one year would be too short for elderly potentialsince the retirement time limit of one year would be too short for elderly potential

dependants to plan for alternate retirement arrangements.dependants to plan for alternate retirement arrangements.dependants to plan for alternate retirement arrangements.dependants to plan for alternate retirement arrangements.

Having examined the pros and cons of various options, the ad hoc group consideredHaving examined the pros and cons of various options, the ad hoc group consideredHaving examined the pros and cons of various options, the ad hoc group consideredHaving examined the pros and cons of various options, the ad hoc group considered

that the retirement time limit should be expanded to two years so that more potentialthat the retirement time limit should be expanded to two years so that more potentialthat the retirement time limit should be expanded to two years so that more potentialthat the retirement time limit should be expanded to two years so that more potential

dependants approaching retirement age would become eligible to claim compensationdependants approaching retirement age would become eligible to claim compensationdependants approaching retirement age would become eligible to claim compensationdependants approaching retirement age would become eligible to claim compensation

under the Employees' Compensation Ordinance.  This improvement has been accepted byunder the Employees' Compensation Ordinance.  This improvement has been accepted byunder the Employees' Compensation Ordinance.  This improvement has been accepted byunder the Employees' Compensation Ordinance.  This improvement has been accepted by

the Administration and I will move an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.the Administration and I will move an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.the Administration and I will move an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.the Administration and I will move an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.

On this issue I wish to point out that both the original amendment to expand theOn this issue I wish to point out that both the original amendment to expand theOn this issue I wish to point out that both the original amendment to expand theOn this issue I wish to point out that both the original amendment to expand the

definition of dependant, and the new amendment to extend the retirement time limit,definition of dependant, and the new amendment to extend the retirement time limit,definition of dependant, and the new amendment to extend the retirement time limit,definition of dependant, and the new amendment to extend the retirement time limit,

will not affect the total amount of compensation payable to the dependants but willwill not affect the total amount of compensation payable to the dependants but willwill not affect the total amount of compensation payable to the dependants but willwill not affect the total amount of compensation payable to the dependants but will



only increase the number of dependants eligible to claim compensation.only increase the number of dependants eligible to claim compensation.only increase the number of dependants eligible to claim compensation.only increase the number of dependants eligible to claim compensation.

In the course of examining the above points, the ad hoc group also noted that,In the course of examining the above points, the ad hoc group also noted that,In the course of examining the above points, the ad hoc group also noted that,In the course of examining the above points, the ad hoc group also noted that,

in both the existing as well as the proposed provisions, compensation under thein both the existing as well as the proposed provisions, compensation under thein both the existing as well as the proposed provisions, compensation under thein both the existing as well as the proposed provisions, compensation under the

Ordinance would not be payable at all if the deceased worker did not have spouse orOrdinance would not be payable at all if the deceased worker did not have spouse orOrdinance would not be payable at all if the deceased worker did not have spouse orOrdinance would not be payable at all if the deceased worker did not have spouse or

children and his parents failed to fulfil the dependency criteria.  Members inchildren and his parents failed to fulfil the dependency criteria.  Members inchildren and his parents failed to fulfil the dependency criteria.  Members inchildren and his parents failed to fulfil the dependency criteria.  Members in

general felt that in such cases the dependency concept was no longer justifiable;general felt that in such cases the dependency concept was no longer justifiable;general felt that in such cases the dependency concept was no longer justifiable;general felt that in such cases the dependency concept was no longer justifiable;

instead the compensation originally payable to the dependants should be treated asinstead the compensation originally payable to the dependants should be treated asinstead the compensation originally payable to the dependants should be treated asinstead the compensation originally payable to the dependants should be treated as

part of the estate of the deceased worker and payable to the beneficiary.part of the estate of the deceased worker and payable to the beneficiary.part of the estate of the deceased worker and payable to the beneficiary.part of the estate of the deceased worker and payable to the beneficiary.

Although it was accepted that the original amendment could be further improvedAlthough it was accepted that the original amendment could be further improvedAlthough it was accepted that the original amendment could be further improvedAlthough it was accepted that the original amendment could be further improved

by taking into account the aforementioned points, the ad hoc group also consideredby taking into account the aforementioned points, the ad hoc group also consideredby taking into account the aforementioned points, the ad hoc group also consideredby taking into account the aforementioned points, the ad hoc group also considered

that the early passage of the Bill was desirable. Therefore the ad hoc group agreedthat the early passage of the Bill was desirable. Therefore the ad hoc group agreedthat the early passage of the Bill was desirable. Therefore the ad hoc group agreedthat the early passage of the Bill was desirable. Therefore the ad hoc group agreed

that in view of the possible far-reaching implications which the proposed change tothat in view of the possible far-reaching implications which the proposed change tothat in view of the possible far-reaching implications which the proposed change tothat in view of the possible far-reaching implications which the proposed change to

the dependency concept might have on the existing compensation system in Hong Kong,the dependency concept might have on the existing compensation system in Hong Kong,the dependency concept might have on the existing compensation system in Hong Kong,the dependency concept might have on the existing compensation system in Hong Kong,

the desirable change should be referred to the OMELCO Panel on Manpower for furtherthe desirable change should be referred to the OMELCO Panel on Manpower for furtherthe desirable change should be referred to the OMELCO Panel on Manpower for furtherthe desirable change should be referred to the OMELCO Panel on Manpower for further

examination.examination.examination.examination.

Mr Deputy President, since I am only speaking on this Bill, I would like to takeMr Deputy President, since I am only speaking on this Bill, I would like to takeMr Deputy President, since I am only speaking on this Bill, I would like to takeMr Deputy President, since I am only speaking on this Bill, I would like to take

this opportunity to thank, on behalf of the ad hoc group, the Administration for itsthis opportunity to thank, on behalf of the ad hoc group, the Administration for itsthis opportunity to thank, on behalf of the ad hoc group, the Administration for itsthis opportunity to thank, on behalf of the ad hoc group, the Administration for its

co-operation during the scrutiny of the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 andco-operation during the scrutiny of the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 andco-operation during the scrutiny of the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 andco-operation during the scrutiny of the Employment (Amendment) (No. 4) Bill 1992 and

the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensationthe Employees' Compensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensationthe Employees' Compensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensationthe Employees' Compensation (Amendment) Bill 1992 and the Employees' Compensation

(Amendment)     (No. 2) Bill 1992, even though they all sound the same.(Amendment)     (No. 2) Bill 1992, even though they all sound the same.(Amendment)     (No. 2) Bill 1992, even though they all sound the same.(Amendment)     (No. 2) Bill 1992, even though they all sound the same.

Mr Deputy President, with these remMr Deputy President, with these remMr Deputy President, with these remMr Deputy President, with these remarks and subject to the amendment to be movedarks and subject to the amendment to be movedarks and subject to the amendment to be movedarks and subject to the amendment to be moved

at the Committee stage, I support the Bill.at the Committee stage, I support the Bill.at the Committee stage, I support the Bill.at the Committee stage, I support the Bill.

MR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment proposed by theMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment proposed by theMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment proposed by theMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment proposed by the

Administration in respect of the Employees' Compensation Ordinance serves to provideAdministration in respect of the Employees' Compensation Ordinance serves to provideAdministration in respect of the Employees' Compensation Ordinance serves to provideAdministration in respect of the Employees' Compensation Ordinance serves to provide

a form of protection for certain people who previously would not qualify fora form of protection for certain people who previously would not qualify fora form of protection for certain people who previously would not qualify fora form of protection for certain people who previously would not qualify for

compensation.  But I think that the proposed change would still be unable to solvecompensation.  But I think that the proposed change would still be unable to solvecompensation.  But I think that the proposed change would still be unable to solvecompensation.  But I think that the proposed change would still be unable to solve

completely the problem of "dependants".completely the problem of "dependants".completely the problem of "dependants".completely the problem of "dependants".

I intend to make a few suggestions for improvemenI intend to make a few suggestions for improvemenI intend to make a few suggestions for improvemenI intend to make a few suggestions for improvement in two areas and hope thatt in two areas and hope thatt in two areas and hope thatt in two areas and hope that

the Administration would take them into consideration:the Administration would take them into consideration:the Administration would take them into consideration:the Administration would take them into consideration:

(1)(1)(1)(1) For a deceased worker who leaves neither spouse nor children and whose parentsFor a deceased worker who leaves neither spouse nor children and whose parentsFor a deceased worker who leaves neither spouse nor children and whose parentsFor a deceased worker who leaves neither spouse nor children and whose parents



still have the ability to earn a living, compensation should be payable to his parents.still have the ability to earn a living, compensation should be payable to his parents.still have the ability to earn a living, compensation should be payable to his parents.still have the ability to earn a living, compensation should be payable to his parents.

As a matter of fact, most of the workers who died from injuries in the course andAs a matter of fact, most of the workers who died from injuries in the course andAs a matter of fact, most of the workers who died from injuries in the course andAs a matter of fact, most of the workers who died from injuries in the course and

arising out of employment came from the lower class.  In a traditional Chinese family,arising out of employment came from the lower class.  In a traditional Chinese family,arising out of employment came from the lower class.  In a traditional Chinese family,arising out of employment came from the lower class.  In a traditional Chinese family,

even if the parents of the deceased did not rely immediately on the latter for a living,even if the parents of the deceased did not rely immediately on the latter for a living,even if the parents of the deceased did not rely immediately on the latter for a living,even if the parents of the deceased did not rely immediately on the latter for a living,

such a need would have arisen sooner or later if the deceased had not died; thereforesuch a need would have arisen sooner or later if the deceased had not died; thereforesuch a need would have arisen sooner or later if the deceased had not died; thereforesuch a need would have arisen sooner or later if the deceased had not died; therefore

it is necessary to make arrangements to provide protection in this respect.it is necessary to make arrangements to provide protection in this respect.it is necessary to make arrangements to provide protection in this respect.it is necessary to make arrangements to provide protection in this respect.

(2)(2)(2)(2) If the deceased is not survived by any dependants, the compensation payableIf the deceased is not survived by any dependants, the compensation payableIf the deceased is not survived by any dependants, the compensation payableIf the deceased is not survived by any dependants, the compensation payable

to him should be treated as his estate and be disposed of by his family members.to him should be treated as his estate and be disposed of by his family members.to him should be treated as his estate and be disposed of by his family members.to him should be treated as his estate and be disposed of by his family members.

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 May 1992

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

MR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the present amendment BillMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the present amendment BillMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the present amendment BillMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the present amendment Bill

proposes to streamline compensation procedures for employees who sustain injuriesproposes to streamline compensation procedures for employees who sustain injuriesproposes to streamline compensation procedures for employees who sustain injuriesproposes to streamline compensation procedures for employees who sustain injuries

in the course and arising out of employment.  In principle, it would be beneficialin the course and arising out of employment.  In principle, it would be beneficialin the course and arising out of employment.  In principle, it would be beneficialin the course and arising out of employment.  In principle, it would be beneficial

to a certain extent to both the employees and the employers.  However, while theto a certain extent to both the employees and the employers.  However, while theto a certain extent to both the employees and the employers.  However, while theto a certain extent to both the employees and the employers.  However, while the

relevant procedures are being amended, I think that the Administration should alsorelevant procedures are being amended, I think that the Administration should alsorelevant procedures are being amended, I think that the Administration should alsorelevant procedures are being amended, I think that the Administration should also

consider carrying out the following tasks:consider carrying out the following tasks:consider carrying out the following tasks:consider carrying out the following tasks:

(1)(1)(1)(1) There should be more publicity given to the streamlined compensationThere should be more publicity given to the streamlined compensationThere should be more publicity given to the streamlined compensationThere should be more publicity given to the streamlined compensation

procedures so as to avoid misunderstanding on the part of the average worker thatprocedures so as to avoid misunderstanding on the part of the average worker thatprocedures so as to avoid misunderstanding on the part of the average worker thatprocedures so as to avoid misunderstanding on the part of the average worker that

the Labour Department has given up or is no longer handling cases reported withinthe Labour Department has given up or is no longer handling cases reported withinthe Labour Department has given up or is no longer handling cases reported withinthe Labour Department has given up or is no longer handling cases reported within

seven days, as a result of which certain workers would not be able to receiveseven days, as a result of which certain workers would not be able to receiveseven days, as a result of which certain workers would not be able to receiveseven days, as a result of which certain workers would not be able to receive

reasonable compensation;reasonable compensation;reasonable compensation;reasonable compensation;



(2)(2)(2)(2) The Labour Department should draw up measuresThe Labour Department should draw up measuresThe Labour Department should draw up measuresThe Labour Department should draw up measures such as issuing letters to the such as issuing letters to the such as issuing letters to the such as issuing letters to the

injured employees concerned, after reports have been submitted by their employers,injured employees concerned, after reports have been submitted by their employers,injured employees concerned, after reports have been submitted by their employers,injured employees concerned, after reports have been submitted by their employers,

to confirm whether they have received compensation.  This is to make sure that noto confirm whether they have received compensation.  This is to make sure that noto confirm whether they have received compensation.  This is to make sure that noto confirm whether they have received compensation.  This is to make sure that no

workers would be unable to receive compensation to which they are entitled becauseworkers would be unable to receive compensation to which they are entitled becauseworkers would be unable to receive compensation to which they are entitled becauseworkers would be unable to receive compensation to which they are entitled because

of the simplification of procedures;of the simplification of procedures;of the simplification of procedures;of the simplification of procedures;

(3)(3)(3)(3) The procedure streamlining exercise will reduce the workload of theThe procedure streamlining exercise will reduce the workload of theThe procedure streamlining exercise will reduce the workload of theThe procedure streamlining exercise will reduce the workload of the

Employees' Compensation Division of the Labour Department by about 30%.  However,Employees' Compensation Division of the Labour Department by about 30%.  However,Employees' Compensation Division of the Labour Department by about 30%.  However,Employees' Compensation Division of the Labour Department by about 30%.  However,

I do not think the Government should trim the size of the Department's staffI do not think the Government should trim the size of the Department's staffI do not think the Government should trim the size of the Department's staffI do not think the Government should trim the size of the Department's staff

establishment.  Instead, the staff resources thus saved should be used to improveestablishment.  Instead, the staff resources thus saved should be used to improveestablishment.  Instead, the staff resources thus saved should be used to improveestablishment.  Instead, the staff resources thus saved should be used to improve

the quality of work and service provided by the Employees' Compensation Division,the quality of work and service provided by the Employees' Compensation Division,the quality of work and service provided by the Employees' Compensation Division,the quality of work and service provided by the Employees' Compensation Division,

so that compensation cases for workers sustaining injuries in the course and arisingso that compensation cases for workers sustaining injuries in the course and arisingso that compensation cases for workers sustaining injuries in the course and arisingso that compensation cases for workers sustaining injuries in the course and arising

out of employment can be resolved at greater speed.out of employment can be resolved at greater speed.out of employment can be resolved at greater speed.out of employment can be resolved at greater speed.

Generally speaking, I think that the extra manpower from the Labour DepartmentGenerally speaking, I think that the extra manpower from the Labour DepartmentGenerally speaking, I think that the extra manpower from the Labour DepartmentGenerally speaking, I think that the extra manpower from the Labour Department

after the amendment of the Ordinance should be put to the following use:after the amendment of the Ordinance should be put to the following use:after the amendment of the Ordinance should be put to the following use:after the amendment of the Ordinance should be put to the following use:

(1)(1)(1)(1) step up prosestep up prosestep up prosestep up prosecution against employers who have contravened the Ordinance.cution against employers who have contravened the Ordinance.cution against employers who have contravened the Ordinance.cution against employers who have contravened the Ordinance.

At present only one to two such employers are prosecuted every year by the Employees'At present only one to two such employers are prosecuted every year by the Employees'At present only one to two such employers are prosecuted every year by the Employees'At present only one to two such employers are prosecuted every year by the Employees'

Compensation Division, thus stripping the Ordinance totally of its deterrent effect;Compensation Division, thus stripping the Ordinance totally of its deterrent effect;Compensation Division, thus stripping the Ordinance totally of its deterrent effect;Compensation Division, thus stripping the Ordinance totally of its deterrent effect;

(2)(2)(2)(2) strengthen publicstrengthen publicstrengthen publicstrengthen publicity and education efforts in this aspect to enable employeesity and education efforts in this aspect to enable employeesity and education efforts in this aspect to enable employeesity and education efforts in this aspect to enable employees

to understand more fully their rights and interests while making employers understandto understand more fully their rights and interests while making employers understandto understand more fully their rights and interests while making employers understandto understand more fully their rights and interests while making employers understand

their obligations;their obligations;their obligations;their obligations;

(3)(3)(3)(3) expedite the processing of compensation cases.  At present a worker need toexpedite the processing of compensation cases.  At present a worker need toexpedite the processing of compensation cases.  At present a worker need toexpedite the processing of compensation cases.  At present a worker need to

wait six months on the average, counting from the time he recovers from his injury,wait six months on the average, counting from the time he recovers from his injury,wait six months on the average, counting from the time he recovers from his injury,wait six months on the average, counting from the time he recovers from his injury,

before he receives compensation.  Some cases even take as long as one year.before he receives compensation.  Some cases even take as long as one year.before he receives compensation.  Some cases even take as long as one year.before he receives compensation.  Some cases even take as long as one year.

Therefore it is necessary to increase manpower in order to deal with the compensationTherefore it is necessary to increase manpower in order to deal with the compensationTherefore it is necessary to increase manpower in order to deal with the compensationTherefore it is necessary to increase manpower in order to deal with the compensation

cases soonest possible;cases soonest possible;cases soonest possible;cases soonest possible;

(4)(4)(4)(4) improve service quality.  I consider it appropriate for labour officers toimprove service quality.  I consider it appropriate for labour officers toimprove service quality.  I consider it appropriate for labour officers toimprove service quality.  I consider it appropriate for labour officers to

answer enquiries relating to the law on compensationanswer enquiries relating to the law on compensationanswer enquiries relating to the law on compensationanswer enquiries relating to the law on compensation

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I only wish to say thatSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I only wish to say thatSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I only wish to say thatSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I only wish to say that



I have taken careful note of Mr LAU's helpful suggestions and will certainly considerI have taken careful note of Mr LAU's helpful suggestions and will certainly considerI have taken careful note of Mr LAU's helpful suggestions and will certainly considerI have taken careful note of Mr LAU's helpful suggestions and will certainly consider

them.them.them.them.

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

Committee stage of BillsCommittee stage of BillsCommittee stage of BillsCommittee stage of Bills

Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992

Clauses 1 to 17 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 17 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 17 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 17 were agreed to.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992

Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992

Clauses 1 to 27 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 27 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 27 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 27 were agreed to.

EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992

Clauses 1 to 12 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 12 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 12 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 12 were agreed to.

EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992

Clauses 1, 2, 4 and 19 were agreed to.Clauses 1, 2, 4 and 19 were agreed to.Clauses 1, 2, 4 and 19 were agreed to.Clauses 1, 2, 4 and 19 were agreed to.



Clause 3Clause 3Clause 3Clause 3

MR HENRY TANG: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 3 be amended as set out in the paperMR HENRY TANG: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 3 be amended as set out in the paperMR HENRY TANG: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 3 be amended as set out in the paperMR HENRY TANG: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 3 be amended as set out in the paper

circulated to Members.  The purpose of this amendment is to extend the retirementcirculated to Members.  The purpose of this amendment is to extend the retirementcirculated to Members.  The purpose of this amendment is to extend the retirementcirculated to Members.  The purpose of this amendment is to extend the retirement

time limit from one year to two so as to enable more potential dependents of deceasedtime limit from one year to two so as to enable more potential dependents of deceasedtime limit from one year to two so as to enable more potential dependents of deceasedtime limit from one year to two so as to enable more potential dependents of deceased

worker to become eligible to claim compensation under the Employees' Compensationworker to become eligible to claim compensation under the Employees' Compensationworker to become eligible to claim compensation under the Employees' Compensationworker to become eligible to claim compensation under the Employees' Compensation

Ordinance.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.Ordinance.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.Ordinance.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.Ordinance.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.

Proposed amendmentProposed amendmentProposed amendmentProposed amendment

Clause 3(b)Clause 3(b)Clause 3(b)Clause 3(b)

That clause 3(b) be amend, by deleting "1 year" and substituting "2 years".That clause 3(b) be amend, by deleting "1 year" and substituting "2 years".That clause 3(b) be amend, by deleting "1 year" and substituting "2 years".That clause 3(b) be amend, by deleting "1 year" and substituting "2 years".

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Chairman, the Administration has consultedSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Chairman, the Administration has consultedSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Chairman, the Administration has consultedSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Chairman, the Administration has consulted

the insurance industry on the proposal moved by Mr TANG.  We were given to understandthe insurance industry on the proposal moved by Mr TANG.  We were given to understandthe insurance industry on the proposal moved by Mr TANG.  We were given to understandthe insurance industry on the proposal moved by Mr TANG.  We were given to understand

that the proposed change would have the effect of increasing the liability of thethat the proposed change would have the effect of increasing the liability of thethat the proposed change would have the effect of increasing the liability of thethat the proposed change would have the effect of increasing the liability of the

insurance industry. Nevertheless, as a responsible industry, the insurers wereinsurance industry. Nevertheless, as a responsible industry, the insurers wereinsurance industry. Nevertheless, as a responsible industry, the insurers wereinsurance industry. Nevertheless, as a responsible industry, the insurers were

prepared to accept the proposal and absorb the increased liability without increasingprepared to accept the proposal and absorb the increased liability without increasingprepared to accept the proposal and absorb the increased liability without increasingprepared to accept the proposal and absorb the increased liability without increasing

the compensation premium charged to the insured employees or employers.  I amthe compensation premium charged to the insured employees or employers.  I amthe compensation premium charged to the insured employees or employers.  I amthe compensation premium charged to the insured employees or employers.  I am

grateful to the insurance industry for its accommodation and I support the amendmentgrateful to the insurance industry for its accommodation and I support the amendmentgrateful to the insurance industry for its accommodation and I support the amendmentgrateful to the insurance industry for its accommodation and I support the amendment

moved by Mr TANG.moved by Mr TANG.moved by Mr TANG.moved by Mr TANG.

Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.

Question on clause 3, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 3, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 3, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 3, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.

EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992

Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.

Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.

Third Reading of BillsThird Reading of BillsThird Reading of BillsThird Reading of Bills



THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that the

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 1992

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992

EMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992 andEMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992 andEMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992 andEMPLOYMENT (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BILL 1992 and

EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992

had passed through Committee without amendment and thehad passed through Committee without amendment and thehad passed through Committee without amendment and thehad passed through Committee without amendment and the

EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992

had passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of the

Bills.Bills.Bills.Bills.

Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.

Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.

Member's motionsMember's motionsMember's motionsMember's motions

HONG KONG ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS 1917 TO 1991HONG KONG ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS 1917 TO 1991HONG KONG ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS 1917 TO 1991HONG KONG ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS 1917 TO 1991

STANDING ORDERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF HONG KONGSTANDING ORDERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF HONG KONGSTANDING ORDERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF HONG KONGSTANDING ORDERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF HONG KONG

MRS ELSIE TU moved the following motion:MRS ELSIE TU moved the following motion:MRS ELSIE TU moved the following motion:MRS ELSIE TU moved the following motion:

"That with effect from 1st September, 1992 the Standing Orders of the Legislative"That with effect from 1st September, 1992 the Standing Orders of the Legislative"That with effect from 1st September, 1992 the Standing Orders of the Legislative"That with effect from 1st September, 1992 the Standing Orders of the Legislative

Council of Hong Kong be amended -Council of Hong Kong be amended -Council of Hong Kong be amended -Council of Hong Kong be amended -

(1)(1)(1)(1) in Standing Order No. 4(6), by repealing "standing in Standing Order No. 4(6), by repealing "standing in Standing Order No. 4(6), by repealing "standing in Standing Order No. 4(6), by repealing "standing and select committee" andand select committee" andand select committee" andand select committee" and

substituting "committee and subcommittee";substituting "committee and subcommittee";substituting "committee and subcommittee";substituting "committee and subcommittee";

(2)(2)(2)(2) in Standing Order No. 42 -in Standing Order No. 42 -in Standing Order No. 42 -in Standing Order No. 42 -

(a)(a)(a)(a) in paragraph (3), by repealing "The" and substituting in paragraph (3), by repealing "The" and substituting in paragraph (3), by repealing "The" and substituting in paragraph (3), by repealing "The" and substituting "Subject to"Subject to"Subject to"Subject to



paragraphs (3A) and (3B), the";paragraphs (3A) and (3B), the";paragraphs (3A) and (3B), the";paragraphs (3A) and (3B), the";

(b)(b)(b)(b) by adding -by adding -by adding -by adding -

"(3A)"(3A)"(3A)"(3A) Except in relation to ApExcept in relation to ApExcept in relation to ApExcept in relation to Appropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of apropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of apropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of apropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of a

bill has spoken on a motion that the bill be now read the second time, the debatebill has spoken on a motion that the bill be now read the second time, the debatebill has spoken on a motion that the bill be now read the second time, the debatebill has spoken on a motion that the bill be now read the second time, the debate

shall be adjourned and the bill shall be referred to the House Committee unless theshall be adjourned and the bill shall be referred to the House Committee unless theshall be adjourned and the bill shall be referred to the House Committee unless theshall be adjourned and the bill shall be referred to the House Committee unless the

Council, on a motion which may be moved without notice by any Member, otherwise orders.Council, on a motion which may be moved without notice by any Member, otherwise orders.Council, on a motion which may be moved without notice by any Member, otherwise orders.Council, on a motion which may be moved without notice by any Member, otherwise orders.

(3B)(3B)(3B)(3B) When a debate has been adjourned under paragraph (3A), it may be resumed onWhen a debate has been adjourned under paragraph (3A), it may be resumed onWhen a debate has been adjourned under paragraph (3A), it may be resumed onWhen a debate has been adjourned under paragraph (3A), it may be resumed on

notice by the Member in charge of the bill given by him after consultation with thenotice by the Member in charge of the bill given by him after consultation with thenotice by the Member in charge of the bill given by him after consultation with thenotice by the Member in charge of the bill given by him after consultation with the

chairman of the House Committee.";chairman of the House Committee.";chairman of the House Committee.";chairman of the House Committee.";

(3)(3)(3)(3) iiiin Standing Order No. 44(1) by adding "of the whole Council select committee"n Standing Order No. 44(1) by adding "of the whole Council select committee"n Standing Order No. 44(1) by adding "of the whole Council select committee"n Standing Order No. 44(1) by adding "of the whole Council select committee"

after "committee";after "committee";after "committee";after "committee";

(4)(4)(4)(4) by adding -by adding -by adding -by adding -

"60C."60C."60C."60C. House CommitteeHouse CommitteeHouse CommitteeHouse Committee

(1)(1)(1)(1) There shall be a committee, to be called the House Committee, the members of whichThere shall be a committee, to be called the House Committee, the members of whichThere shall be a committee, to be called the House Committee, the members of whichThere shall be a committee, to be called the House Committee, the members of which

shall be all the Members other than the Deputy President and ex officio Members.shall be all the Members other than the Deputy President and ex officio Members.shall be all the Members other than the Deputy President and ex officio Members.shall be all the Members other than the Deputy President and ex officio Members.

(2)(2)(2)(2) The chairman and deputy chairman of the committee shall be elected from amongstThe chairman and deputy chairman of the committee shall be elected from amongstThe chairman and deputy chairman of the committee shall be elected from amongstThe chairman and deputy chairman of the committee shall be elected from amongst

its members and shall hold office until the first sitting of the committee in theits members and shall hold office until the first sitting of the committee in theits members and shall hold office until the first sitting of the committee in theits members and shall hold office until the first sitting of the committee in the

session next following that in which they were elected.  In the event of the temporarysession next following that in which they were elected.  In the event of the temporarysession next following that in which they were elected.  In the event of the temporarysession next following that in which they were elected.  In the event of the temporary

absence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a chairman toabsence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a chairman toabsence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a chairman toabsence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a chairman to

act during such absence.act during such absence.act during such absence.act during such absence.

(3)(3)(3)(3) At any time after a bill has been referred to the committee under Standing OrderAt any time after a bill has been referred to the committee under Standing OrderAt any time after a bill has been referred to the committee under Standing OrderAt any time after a bill has been referred to the committee under Standing Order

No. 42(3A), the committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration,No. 42(3A), the committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration,No. 42(3A), the committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration,No. 42(3A), the committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration,

or may cause it to be considered in such other manner as the committee thinks fit.or may cause it to be considered in such other manner as the committee thinks fit.or may cause it to be considered in such other manner as the committee thinks fit.or may cause it to be considered in such other manner as the committee thinks fit.

(4)(4)(4)(4) In deciding upon the timing and order of allocation of bills to a Bills Committee,In deciding upon the timing and order of allocation of bills to a Bills Committee,In deciding upon the timing and order of allocation of bills to a Bills Committee,In deciding upon the timing and order of allocation of bills to a Bills Committee,

the committee may take into account the number and relative priority of other billsthe committee may take into account the number and relative priority of other billsthe committee may take into account the number and relative priority of other billsthe committee may take into account the number and relative priority of other bills

currently referred to the committee under Standing Order No. 42(3A), and may at anycurrently referred to the committee under Standing Order No. 42(3A), and may at anycurrently referred to the committee under Standing Order No. 42(3A), and may at anycurrently referred to the committee under Standing Order No. 42(3A), and may at any



time vary any decision as to the timing and order of allocation of any bill.time vary any decision as to the timing and order of allocation of any bill.time vary any decision as to the timing and order of allocation of any bill.time vary any decision as to the timing and order of allocation of any bill.

(5)(5)(5)(5) Following allocationFollowing allocationFollowing allocationFollowing allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the committee, after of a bill to a Bills Committee, the committee, after of a bill to a Bills Committee, the committee, after of a bill to a Bills Committee, the committee, after

consultation with that Bills Committee, may decide the date for completion ofconsultation with that Bills Committee, may decide the date for completion ofconsultation with that Bills Committee, may decide the date for completion ofconsultation with that Bills Committee, may decide the date for completion of

consideration of the bill by the Bills Committee. Any such decision may be variedconsideration of the bill by the Bills Committee. Any such decision may be variedconsideration of the bill by the Bills Committee. Any such decision may be variedconsideration of the bill by the Bills Committee. Any such decision may be varied

at any time, after consultation with the Bills Committee.at any time, after consultation with the Bills Committee.at any time, after consultation with the Bills Committee.at any time, after consultation with the Bills Committee.

(6)(6)(6)(6) Upon the allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the members of that BillsUpon the allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the members of that BillsUpon the allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the members of that BillsUpon the allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the members of that Bills

Committee shall be those Members (other than the Deputy President and the ex officioCommittee shall be those Members (other than the Deputy President and the ex officioCommittee shall be those Members (other than the Deputy President and the ex officioCommittee shall be those Members (other than the Deputy President and the ex officio

Members) who signify membership in accordance with procedural rules (which shallMembers) who signify membership in accordance with procedural rules (which shallMembers) who signify membership in accordance with procedural rules (which shallMembers) who signify membership in accordance with procedural rules (which shall

provide only for the manner and timing of such signification) decided by theprovide only for the manner and timing of such signification) decided by theprovide only for the manner and timing of such signification) decided by theprovide only for the manner and timing of such signification) decided by the

committee.committee.committee.committee.

(7)(7)(7)(7) The committee may provide guidelines relating to the practice and procedure ofThe committee may provide guidelines relating to the practice and procedure ofThe committee may provide guidelines relating to the practice and procedure ofThe committee may provide guidelines relating to the practice and procedure of

the Bills Committees.the Bills Committees.the Bills Committees.the Bills Committees.

(8)(8)(8)(8) The committee may discuss any deliberations of aThe committee may discuss any deliberations of aThe committee may discuss any deliberations of aThe committee may discuss any deliberations of a Bills Committee for the purpose Bills Committee for the purpose Bills Committee for the purpose Bills Committee for the purpose

of assisting members in preparation for resumption of second reading debate in theof assisting members in preparation for resumption of second reading debate in theof assisting members in preparation for resumption of second reading debate in theof assisting members in preparation for resumption of second reading debate in the

Council.Council.Council.Council.

(9)(9)(9)(9) The committee shall decide the manner of consideration of any subsidiaryThe committee shall decide the manner of consideration of any subsidiaryThe committee shall decide the manner of consideration of any subsidiaryThe committee shall decide the manner of consideration of any subsidiary

legislation which is subject to the provisions of sections 34 and 35 of thelegislation which is subject to the provisions of sections 34 and 35 of thelegislation which is subject to the provisions of sections 34 and 35 of thelegislation which is subject to the provisions of sections 34 and 35 of the

Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance   (Cap. 1).Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance   (Cap. 1).Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance   (Cap. 1).Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance   (Cap. 1).

(10)(10)(10)(10) The committee may consider, in such manner as it thinks fit, any other itemThe committee may consider, in such manner as it thinks fit, any other itemThe committee may consider, in such manner as it thinks fit, any other itemThe committee may consider, in such manner as it thinks fit, any other item

relating to the business of the Council.relating to the business of the Council.relating to the business of the Council.relating to the business of the Council.

(11)(11)(11)(11) The committee may appoint subcommittees for theThe committee may appoint subcommittees for theThe committee may appoint subcommittees for theThe committee may appoint subcommittees for the purpose of assisting the purpose of assisting the purpose of assisting the purpose of assisting the

committee in the performance of its functions under paragraphs (9) and (10).committee in the performance of its functions under paragraphs (9) and (10).committee in the performance of its functions under paragraphs (9) and (10).committee in the performance of its functions under paragraphs (9) and (10).

(12)(12)(12)(12) The committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the periodThe committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the periodThe committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the periodThe committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the period

when the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning ofwhen the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning ofwhen the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning ofwhen the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning of

the next session) and at the place determined by the chairman. Written notice of thethe next session) and at the place determined by the chairman. Written notice of thethe next session) and at the place determined by the chairman. Written notice of thethe next session) and at the place determined by the chairman. Written notice of the

place, day and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least threeplace, day and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least threeplace, day and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least threeplace, day and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least three

days before the day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case wheredays before the day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case wheredays before the day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case wheredays before the day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case where

the chairman so directs.  The sittings shall be held in public unless the chairmanthe chairman so directs.  The sittings shall be held in public unless the chairmanthe chairman so directs.  The sittings shall be held in public unless the chairmanthe chairman so directs.  The sittings shall be held in public unless the chairman

otherwise orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.otherwise orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.otherwise orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.otherwise orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.



(13)(13)(13)(13) Twenty members, including the chairman, shall form a quorum.  All mattersTwenty members, including the chairman, shall form a quorum.  All mattersTwenty members, including the chairman, shall form a quorum.  All mattersTwenty members, including the chairman, shall form a quorum.  All matters

for the decision of the committee shall be decided by a majority of the members voting.for the decision of the committee shall be decided by a majority of the members voting.for the decision of the committee shall be decided by a majority of the members voting.for the decision of the committee shall be decided by a majority of the members voting.

The chairman, the deputy chairman or any other member presiding shall not vote, unlessThe chairman, the deputy chairman or any other member presiding shall not vote, unlessThe chairman, the deputy chairman or any other member presiding shall not vote, unlessThe chairman, the deputy chairman or any other member presiding shall not vote, unless

the votes of the other members are equally divided in which case he shall have a castingthe votes of the other members are equally divided in which case he shall have a castingthe votes of the other members are equally divided in which case he shall have a castingthe votes of the other members are equally divided in which case he shall have a casting

vote.vote.vote.vote.

(14)(14)(14)(14) Where the chairman so orders, any matter for the decision of the committeeWhere the chairman so orders, any matter for the decision of the committeeWhere the chairman so orders, any matter for the decision of the committeeWhere the chairman so orders, any matter for the decision of the committee

may be considered by circulation of papers to the members of the committee and eachmay be considered by circulation of papers to the members of the committee and eachmay be considered by circulation of papers to the members of the committee and eachmay be considered by circulation of papers to the members of the committee and each

member may signify his approval in writing submitted to the chairman. Unless any suchmember may signify his approval in writing submitted to the chairman. Unless any suchmember may signify his approval in writing submitted to the chairman. Unless any suchmember may signify his approval in writing submitted to the chairman. Unless any such

matter has been so approved by all the members (who shall not be less than twentymatter has been so approved by all the members (who shall not be less than twentymatter has been so approved by all the members (who shall not be less than twentymatter has been so approved by all the members (who shall not be less than twenty

in number) who are then in Hong Kong before the expiry of the period specified byin number) who are then in Hong Kong before the expiry of the period specified byin number) who are then in Hong Kong before the expiry of the period specified byin number) who are then in Hong Kong before the expiry of the period specified by

the chairman for signifying the approval of members in respect of that matter, thatthe chairman for signifying the approval of members in respect of that matter, thatthe chairman for signifying the approval of members in respect of that matter, thatthe chairman for signifying the approval of members in respect of that matter, that

matter shall be deemed to be referred for decision at a sitting of the committee.matter shall be deemed to be referred for decision at a sitting of the committee.matter shall be deemed to be referred for decision at a sitting of the committee.matter shall be deemed to be referred for decision at a sitting of the committee.

(15)(15)(15)(15) Paragraph (14) shall apply during any period when the Council is in recessParagraph (14) shall apply during any period when the Council is in recessParagraph (14) shall apply during any period when the Council is in recessParagraph (14) shall apply during any period when the Council is in recess

between the end of one session and the beginning of the next session as it appliesbetween the end of one session and the beginning of the next session as it appliesbetween the end of one session and the beginning of the next session as it appliesbetween the end of one session and the beginning of the next session as it applies

during a session.during a session.during a session.during a session.

(16)(16)(16)(16) WherWherWherWhere so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powerse so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powerse so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powerse so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers

and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), the committee may call any person to attendand Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), the committee may call any person to attendand Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), the committee may call any person to attendand Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), the committee may call any person to attend

before it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document inbefore it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document inbefore it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document inbefore it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document in

the possession or under the control of such person.the possession or under the control of such person.the possession or under the control of such person.the possession or under the control of such person.

(17)(17)(17)(17) Subject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of the committeeSubject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of the committeeSubject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of the committeeSubject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of the committee

shall be determined by the committee.shall be determined by the committee.shall be determined by the committee.shall be determined by the committee.

60D.60D.60D.60D. Bills CommitteesBills CommitteesBills CommitteesBills Committees

(1)(1)(1)(1) There shall be such number of committees, to be called Bills Committees, There shall be such number of committees, to be called Bills Committees, There shall be such number of committees, to be called Bills Committees, There shall be such number of committees, to be called Bills Committees, as theas theas theas the

House Committee consider appropriate.House Committee consider appropriate.House Committee consider appropriate.House Committee consider appropriate.

(2)(2)(2)(2) The chairman of a Bills Committee shall be elected by the committee from amongstThe chairman of a Bills Committee shall be elected by the committee from amongstThe chairman of a Bills Committee shall be elected by the committee from amongstThe chairman of a Bills Committee shall be elected by the committee from amongst

its members.  The committee may also elect a deputy chairman.  In the event of theits members.  The committee may also elect a deputy chairman.  In the event of theits members.  The committee may also elect a deputy chairman.  In the event of theits members.  The committee may also elect a deputy chairman.  In the event of the

temporary absence of the chairman or any deputy chairman, the committee may electtemporary absence of the chairman or any deputy chairman, the committee may electtemporary absence of the chairman or any deputy chairman, the committee may electtemporary absence of the chairman or any deputy chairman, the committee may elect

a chairman to act during such absence.a chairman to act during such absence.a chairman to act during such absence.a chairman to act during such absence.

(3)(3)(3)(3) A Bills Committee shall consist of not less than three members including theA Bills Committee shall consist of not less than three members including theA Bills Committee shall consist of not less than three members including theA Bills Committee shall consist of not less than three members including the

chairman.  The quorum of a Bills Committee shall be three members including thechairman.  The quorum of a Bills Committee shall be three members including thechairman.  The quorum of a Bills Committee shall be three members including thechairman.  The quorum of a Bills Committee shall be three members including the



chairman, or one third of the members including the chairman (a fraction of the wholechairman, or one third of the members including the chairman (a fraction of the wholechairman, or one third of the members including the chairman (a fraction of the wholechairman, or one third of the members including the chairman (a fraction of the whole

number being disregarded), whichever is the greater.number being disregarded), whichever is the greater.number being disregarded), whichever is the greater.number being disregarded), whichever is the greater.

(4)(4)(4)(4) A Bills Committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the periodA Bills Committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the periodA Bills Committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the periodA Bills Committee shall sit at the times (including any time during the period

when the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning ofwhen the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning ofwhen the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning ofwhen the Council is in recess between the end of one session and the beginning of

the next session) and the place specified by the chairman. Written notice of the place,the next session) and the place specified by the chairman. Written notice of the place,the next session) and the place specified by the chairman. Written notice of the place,the next session) and the place specified by the chairman. Written notice of the place,

day and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least three days beforeday and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least three days beforeday and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least three days beforeday and time of every sitting shall be given to the members at least three days before

the day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairmanthe day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairmanthe day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairmanthe day of the sitting but shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairman

so directs.so directs.so directs.so directs.

(5)(5)(5)(5) Sittings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise orders inSittings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise orders inSittings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise orders inSittings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise orders in

accordance with any decision of the committee.accordance with any decision of the committee.accordance with any decision of the committee.accordance with any decision of the committee.

(6)(6)(6)(6) A Bills Committee shall consider the general merits and principles, and thA Bills Committee shall consider the general merits and principles, and thA Bills Committee shall consider the general merits and principles, and thA Bills Committee shall consider the general merits and principles, and theeee

detailed provisions, of the bill allocated to it; and may also consider any amendmentsdetailed provisions, of the bill allocated to it; and may also consider any amendmentsdetailed provisions, of the bill allocated to it; and may also consider any amendmentsdetailed provisions, of the bill allocated to it; and may also consider any amendments

relevant to the bill.relevant to the bill.relevant to the bill.relevant to the bill.

(7)(7)(7)(7) All matters for the decision of a Bills Committee shall be decided by a majorityAll matters for the decision of a Bills Committee shall be decided by a majorityAll matters for the decision of a Bills Committee shall be decided by a majorityAll matters for the decision of a Bills Committee shall be decided by a majority

of the members voting.  The chairman shall, if the votes be equally divided, haveof the members voting.  The chairman shall, if the votes be equally divided, haveof the members voting.  The chairman shall, if the votes be equally divided, haveof the members voting.  The chairman shall, if the votes be equally divided, have

a casting vote in addition to his original vote.a casting vote in addition to his original vote.a casting vote in addition to his original vote.a casting vote in addition to his original vote.

(8)(8)(8)(8) A Bills Committee shall, as soon as it has completed consideration of the billA Bills Committee shall, as soon as it has completed consideration of the billA Bills Committee shall, as soon as it has completed consideration of the billA Bills Committee shall, as soon as it has completed consideration of the bill

allocated to it, notify the House Committee and shall advise the committee in writingallocated to it, notify the House Committee and shall advise the committee in writingallocated to it, notify the House Committee and shall advise the committee in writingallocated to it, notify the House Committee and shall advise the committee in writing

of its deliberations.of its deliberations.of its deliberations.of its deliberations.

(9)(9)(9)(9) The deliberations of a Bills Committee on a bill may be discussed by the HouseThe deliberations of a Bills Committee on a bill may be discussed by the HouseThe deliberations of a Bills Committee on a bill may be discussed by the HouseThe deliberations of a Bills Committee on a bill may be discussed by the House

Committee for the purposes of informing Members in preparation for resumption of theCommittee for the purposes of informing Members in preparation for resumption of theCommittee for the purposes of informing Members in preparation for resumption of theCommittee for the purposes of informing Members in preparation for resumption of the

second reading debate on the bill in Council.  Such deliberations shall not be bindingsecond reading debate on the bill in Council.  Such deliberations shall not be bindingsecond reading debate on the bill in Council.  Such deliberations shall not be bindingsecond reading debate on the bill in Council.  Such deliberations shall not be binding

on any Member, whether in Council, in a committee of the whole Council or in Houseon any Member, whether in Council, in a committee of the whole Council or in Houseon any Member, whether in Council, in a committee of the whole Council or in Houseon any Member, whether in Council, in a committee of the whole Council or in House

Committee.Committee.Committee.Committee.

(10)(10)(10)(10) Where so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (PowersWhere so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (PowersWhere so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (PowersWhere so authorized under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers

and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), a Bills Committee may call any person to attendand Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), a Bills Committee may call any person to attendand Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), a Bills Committee may call any person to attendand Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382), a Bills Committee may call any person to attend

before it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document inbefore it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document inbefore it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document inbefore it and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or document in

the possession or under the control of such person.the possession or under the control of such person.the possession or under the control of such person.the possession or under the control of such person.

(11)(11)(11)(11) Subject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of a BillsSubject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of a BillsSubject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of a BillsSubject to these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure of a Bills

Committee shall be determined by that Bills Committee.  In any such determination,Committee shall be determined by that Bills Committee.  In any such determination,Committee shall be determined by that Bills Committee.  In any such determination,Committee shall be determined by that Bills Committee.  In any such determination,

a Bills Committee shall take into account any guidelines provided under Standing Ordera Bills Committee shall take into account any guidelines provided under Standing Ordera Bills Committee shall take into account any guidelines provided under Standing Ordera Bills Committee shall take into account any guidelines provided under Standing Order



No. 60C(7).".No. 60C(7).".No. 60C(7).".No. 60C(7).".

MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion standing in my name onMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion standing in my name onMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion standing in my name onMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion standing in my name on

the Order Paper.  In the 1990-91 Legislative Council Session, the Legislative Councilthe Order Paper.  In the 1990-91 Legislative Council Session, the Legislative Councilthe Order Paper.  In the 1990-91 Legislative Council Session, the Legislative Councilthe Order Paper.  In the 1990-91 Legislative Council Session, the Legislative Council

ad hoc group formed to study the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council underad hoc group formed to study the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council underad hoc group formed to study the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council underad hoc group formed to study the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council under

the convenorship of my honourable colleague, Mr Allen LEE, already had deliberationsthe convenorship of my honourable colleague, Mr Allen LEE, already had deliberationsthe convenorship of my honourable colleague, Mr Allen LEE, already had deliberationsthe convenorship of my honourable colleague, Mr Allen LEE, already had deliberations

on the possible committee structure for this Council.  The matter was furtheron the possible committee structure for this Council.  The matter was furtheron the possible committee structure for this Council.  The matter was furtheron the possible committee structure for this Council.  The matter was further

discussed in the early 1991-92 Legislative Council Session.  In order to improve thediscussed in the early 1991-92 Legislative Council Session.  In order to improve thediscussed in the early 1991-92 Legislative Council Session.  In order to improve thediscussed in the early 1991-92 Legislative Council Session.  In order to improve the

efficiency and increase the transparency of the Legislative Council, my colleaguesefficiency and increase the transparency of the Legislative Council, my colleaguesefficiency and increase the transparency of the Legislative Council, my colleaguesefficiency and increase the transparency of the Legislative Council, my colleagues

agreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 4 October 1991 that thereagreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 4 October 1991 that thereagreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 4 October 1991 that thereagreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 4 October 1991 that there

should be an overall review of the committee structure of this Council with a viewshould be an overall review of the committee structure of this Council with a viewshould be an overall review of the committee structure of this Council with a viewshould be an overall review of the committee structure of this Council with a view

to replacing the existing informal legislative scrutiny arrangements with ato replacing the existing informal legislative scrutiny arrangements with ato replacing the existing informal legislative scrutiny arrangements with ato replacing the existing informal legislative scrutiny arrangements with a

formalized committee structure.formalized committee structure.formalized committee structure.formalized committee structure.

At the spAt the spAt the spAt the special Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992 theecial Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992 theecial Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992 theecial Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992 the

committee structure proposals by my honourable colleague Mr Ronald ARCULLI, werecommittee structure proposals by my honourable colleague Mr Ronald ARCULLI, werecommittee structure proposals by my honourable colleague Mr Ronald ARCULLI, werecommittee structure proposals by my honourable colleague Mr Ronald ARCULLI, were

adopted as the Members' chosen model.  It was also agreed at that meeting that aadopted as the Members' chosen model.  It was also agreed at that meeting that aadopted as the Members' chosen model.  It was also agreed at that meeting that aadopted as the Members' chosen model.  It was also agreed at that meeting that a

working group should be set up to follow through the proposals in the model.  Theworking group should be set up to follow through the proposals in the model.  Theworking group should be set up to follow through the proposals in the model.  Theworking group should be set up to follow through the proposals in the model.  The

working group has held altogether 14 meetings to discuss practices and proceduresworking group has held altogether 14 meetings to discuss practices and proceduresworking group has held altogether 14 meetings to discuss practices and proceduresworking group has held altogether 14 meetings to discuss practices and procedures

for the House Committee and the Bills Committees, and to suggest amendments to thefor the House Committee and the Bills Committees, and to suggest amendments to thefor the House Committee and the Bills Committees, and to suggest amendments to thefor the House Committee and the Bills Committees, and to suggest amendments to the

relevant Standing Orders.relevant Standing Orders.relevant Standing Orders.relevant Standing Orders.

I woI woI woI would like to elaborate on six issues which are relatively more significant.uld like to elaborate on six issues which are relatively more significant.uld like to elaborate on six issues which are relatively more significant.uld like to elaborate on six issues which are relatively more significant.

(1)(1)(1)(1) The Committing of Bills to the House Committee.  Except in relation toThe Committing of Bills to the House Committee.  Except in relation toThe Committing of Bills to the House Committee.  Except in relation toThe Committing of Bills to the House Committee.  Except in relation to

Appropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of a Bill has spoken on a motion thatAppropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of a Bill has spoken on a motion thatAppropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of a Bill has spoken on a motion thatAppropriation Bills, when the Member in charge of a Bill has spoken on a motion that

the Bill will be read the Second time, the debate shall be adjourned and the Billthe Bill will be read the Second time, the debate shall be adjourned and the Billthe Bill will be read the Second time, the debate shall be adjourned and the Billthe Bill will be read the Second time, the debate shall be adjourned and the Bill

shall be referred to the House Committee. After a Bill has been referred to the Houseshall be referred to the House Committee. After a Bill has been referred to the Houseshall be referred to the House Committee. After a Bill has been referred to the Houseshall be referred to the House Committee. After a Bill has been referred to the House

Committee, the Committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration.Committee, the Committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration.Committee, the Committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration.Committee, the Committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee for consideration.

After the Bills Committee has completed its work, it will report back to the HouseAfter the Bills Committee has completed its work, it will report back to the HouseAfter the Bills Committee has completed its work, it will report back to the HouseAfter the Bills Committee has completed its work, it will report back to the House

Committee and shall advise the House Committee in writing of its deliberations.Committee and shall advise the House Committee in writing of its deliberations.Committee and shall advise the House Committee in writing of its deliberations.Committee and shall advise the House Committee in writing of its deliberations.

(2)(2)(2)(2) The House Committee.  The proposed new Standing Order 60C provides for theThe House Committee.  The proposed new Standing Order 60C provides for theThe House Committee.  The proposed new Standing Order 60C provides for theThe House Committee.  The proposed new Standing Order 60C provides for the

establishment of a House Committee the members of which shall be all the Members,establishment of a House Committee the members of which shall be all the Members,establishment of a House Committee the members of which shall be all the Members,establishment of a House Committee the members of which shall be all the Members,

other than the Deputy President and ex-officio Members.  The Chairman and Deputyother than the Deputy President and ex-officio Members.  The Chairman and Deputyother than the Deputy President and ex-officio Members.  The Chairman and Deputyother than the Deputy President and ex-officio Members.  The Chairman and Deputy

Chairman of the Committee shall be elected from amongst its members.  The primaryChairman of the Committee shall be elected from amongst its members.  The primaryChairman of the Committee shall be elected from amongst its members.  The primaryChairman of the Committee shall be elected from amongst its members.  The primary

functions of the House Committee are to allocate Bills to Bills Committees forfunctions of the House Committee are to allocate Bills to Bills Committees forfunctions of the House Committee are to allocate Bills to Bills Committees forfunctions of the House Committee are to allocate Bills to Bills Committees for

scrutiny, to provide guidelines relating to practices and procedures of the Billsscrutiny, to provide guidelines relating to practices and procedures of the Billsscrutiny, to provide guidelines relating to practices and procedures of the Billsscrutiny, to provide guidelines relating to practices and procedures of the Bills



Committees, and to consider any other items relating to the business of the Council.Committees, and to consider any other items relating to the business of the Council.Committees, and to consider any other items relating to the business of the Council.Committees, and to consider any other items relating to the business of the Council.

The meetings of the House Committee will be held in public, with formal rules governingThe meetings of the House Committee will be held in public, with formal rules governingThe meetings of the House Committee will be held in public, with formal rules governingThe meetings of the House Committee will be held in public, with formal rules governing

practices and procedures.practices and procedures.practices and procedures.practices and procedures.

(3)(3)(3)(3) Bills Committees.  The proposed new Standing Order 60D provides for theBills Committees.  The proposed new Standing Order 60D provides for theBills Committees.  The proposed new Standing Order 60D provides for theBills Committees.  The proposed new Standing Order 60D provides for the

establishment of Bills Committees as the House Committee considers appropriate.  Theestablishment of Bills Committees as the House Committee considers appropriate.  Theestablishment of Bills Committees as the House Committee considers appropriate.  Theestablishment of Bills Committees as the House Committee considers appropriate.  The

Chairmen of Bills Committees shall be elected by the Committee from amongst itsChairmen of Bills Committees shall be elected by the Committee from amongst itsChairmen of Bills Committees shall be elected by the Committee from amongst itsChairmen of Bills Committees shall be elected by the Committee from amongst its

members.  The Committee may also elect a Deputy Chairman.  Formal practices andmembers.  The Committee may also elect a Deputy Chairman.  Formal practices andmembers.  The Committee may also elect a Deputy Chairman.  Formal practices andmembers.  The Committee may also elect a Deputy Chairman.  Formal practices and

procedures of a Bills Committee are clearly set out in the Standing Order.  Theprocedures of a Bills Committee are clearly set out in the Standing Order.  Theprocedures of a Bills Committee are clearly set out in the Standing Order.  Theprocedures of a Bills Committee are clearly set out in the Standing Order.  The

meetings of the Bills Committees will be held in public in normal circumstances. Whenmeetings of the Bills Committees will be held in public in normal circumstances. Whenmeetings of the Bills Committees will be held in public in normal circumstances. Whenmeetings of the Bills Committees will be held in public in normal circumstances. When

so authorized, under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges)so authorized, under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges)so authorized, under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges)so authorized, under section 9(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges)

Ordinance, the Bills Committees may call any person to attend before it and to giveOrdinance, the Bills Committees may call any person to attend before it and to giveOrdinance, the Bills Committees may call any person to attend before it and to giveOrdinance, the Bills Committees may call any person to attend before it and to give

evidence or to provide any document or record under the control of such person.evidence or to provide any document or record under the control of such person.evidence or to provide any document or record under the control of such person.evidence or to provide any document or record under the control of such person.

(4)(4)(4)(4) Quorum.  For the House Committee, 20 members shall form a quorum.  This isQuorum.  For the House Committee, 20 members shall form a quorum.  This isQuorum.  For the House Committee, 20 members shall form a quorum.  This isQuorum.  For the House Committee, 20 members shall form a quorum.  This is

in line with the quorum requirement of this Council.  If the Chairman so orders, anyin line with the quorum requirement of this Council.  If the Chairman so orders, anyin line with the quorum requirement of this Council.  If the Chairman so orders, anyin line with the quorum requirement of this Council.  If the Chairman so orders, any

matter for the decision of the House Committee may be considered by circulation.  Thematter for the decision of the House Committee may be considered by circulation.  Thematter for the decision of the House Committee may be considered by circulation.  Thematter for the decision of the House Committee may be considered by circulation.  The

number of approving members shall be 20, that is, the same as the quorum of the Housenumber of approving members shall be 20, that is, the same as the quorum of the Housenumber of approving members shall be 20, that is, the same as the quorum of the Housenumber of approving members shall be 20, that is, the same as the quorum of the House

Committee meetings.  The quorum for a Bills Committee shall be three members orCommittee meetings.  The quorum for a Bills Committee shall be three members orCommittee meetings.  The quorum for a Bills Committee shall be three members orCommittee meetings.  The quorum for a Bills Committee shall be three members or

one-third of its membership whichever is greater.one-third of its membership whichever is greater.one-third of its membership whichever is greater.one-third of its membership whichever is greater.

(5)(5)(5)(5) SecretarialSecretarialSecretarialSecretarial support for the House Committee and Bills Committees.  There is support for the House Committee and Bills Committees.  There is support for the House Committee and Bills Committees.  There is support for the House Committee and Bills Committees.  There is

no apparent disagreement in principle concerning the source of secretarial supportno apparent disagreement in principle concerning the source of secretarial supportno apparent disagreement in principle concerning the source of secretarial supportno apparent disagreement in principle concerning the source of secretarial support

to the House Committee and Bills Committees in the longer term.  However, I wouldto the House Committee and Bills Committees in the longer term.  However, I wouldto the House Committee and Bills Committees in the longer term.  However, I wouldto the House Committee and Bills Committees in the longer term.  However, I would

like to add that the majority of members of the working group are of the view thatlike to add that the majority of members of the working group are of the view thatlike to add that the majority of members of the working group are of the view thatlike to add that the majority of members of the working group are of the view that

in order to avoid disruption to the operations of the Legislative Council, as wellin order to avoid disruption to the operations of the Legislative Council, as wellin order to avoid disruption to the operations of the Legislative Council, as wellin order to avoid disruption to the operations of the Legislative Council, as well

as the need to provide extra resources, the House Committee and Bills Committeesas the need to provide extra resources, the House Committee and Bills Committeesas the need to provide extra resources, the House Committee and Bills Committeesas the need to provide extra resources, the House Committee and Bills Committees

should continue to be served by the staff of the OMELCO Secretariat for the time being.should continue to be served by the staff of the OMELCO Secretariat for the time being.should continue to be served by the staff of the OMELCO Secretariat for the time being.should continue to be served by the staff of the OMELCO Secretariat for the time being.

Moreover, as Members are aware, an overall review of the future of OMELCO will beMoreover, as Members are aware, an overall review of the future of OMELCO will beMoreover, as Members are aware, an overall review of the future of OMELCO will beMoreover, as Members are aware, an overall review of the future of OMELCO will be

conducted early in the 1992-93 Session.  Pending decisions on such a review, it wouldconducted early in the 1992-93 Session.  Pending decisions on such a review, it wouldconducted early in the 1992-93 Session.  Pending decisions on such a review, it wouldconducted early in the 1992-93 Session.  Pending decisions on such a review, it would

appear both logical and desirable not to introduce any significant changes to theappear both logical and desirable not to introduce any significant changes to theappear both logical and desirable not to introduce any significant changes to theappear both logical and desirable not to introduce any significant changes to the

staffing support at present.staffing support at present.staffing support at present.staffing support at present.

(6)(6)(6)(6) Timing.  The Legislative Council In-House meeting has agreed that the newTiming.  The Legislative Council In-House meeting has agreed that the newTiming.  The Legislative Council In-House meeting has agreed that the newTiming.  The Legislative Council In-House meeting has agreed that the new

system of the committee structure will be implemented early in the 1992-93 Session.system of the committee structure will be implemented early in the 1992-93 Session.system of the committee structure will be implemented early in the 1992-93 Session.system of the committee structure will be implemented early in the 1992-93 Session.

House Rules, setting out a detailed description about the roles and functions of theHouse Rules, setting out a detailed description about the roles and functions of theHouse Rules, setting out a detailed description about the roles and functions of theHouse Rules, setting out a detailed description about the roles and functions of the

Bills Committees and the scrutiny of the draft legislation, will be drawn up duringBills Committees and the scrutiny of the draft legislation, will be drawn up duringBills Committees and the scrutiny of the draft legislation, will be drawn up duringBills Committees and the scrutiny of the draft legislation, will be drawn up during

the summer recess for consideration by the House Committee.  It is hoped that thethe summer recess for consideration by the House Committee.  It is hoped that thethe summer recess for consideration by the House Committee.  It is hoped that thethe summer recess for consideration by the House Committee.  It is hoped that the



efficiency of this Council can be further improved through amendments to the Standingefficiency of this Council can be further improved through amendments to the Standingefficiency of this Council can be further improved through amendments to the Standingefficiency of this Council can be further improved through amendments to the Standing

Orders.  The Legislative Council In-House has also agreed that there will be a reviewOrders.  The Legislative Council In-House has also agreed that there will be a reviewOrders.  The Legislative Council In-House has also agreed that there will be a reviewOrders.  The Legislative Council In-House has also agreed that there will be a review

of the effectiveness of the new system in one year's time.of the effectiveness of the new system in one year's time.of the effectiveness of the new system in one year's time.of the effectiveness of the new system in one year's time.

Finally, I would like to take this opportuFinally, I would like to take this opportuFinally, I would like to take this opportuFinally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues of thenity to thank my colleagues of thenity to thank my colleagues of thenity to thank my colleagues of the

working group for the tremendous amount of time and effort contributed to the group'sworking group for the tremendous amount of time and effort contributed to the group'sworking group for the tremendous amount of time and effort contributed to the group'sworking group for the tremendous amount of time and effort contributed to the group's

deliberations.  I would also like to thank the Administration and the OMELCOdeliberations.  I would also like to thank the Administration and the OMELCOdeliberations.  I would also like to thank the Administration and the OMELCOdeliberations.  I would also like to thank the Administration and the OMELCO

Secretariat for their untiring support rendered to the group.Secretariat for their untiring support rendered to the group.Secretariat for their untiring support rendered to the group.Secretariat for their untiring support rendered to the group.

Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, I beg to move.

Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.

MR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, for some time it has been recognized that theMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, for some time it has been recognized that theMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, for some time it has been recognized that theMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, for some time it has been recognized that the

current system of the informal ad hoc groups set up to scrutinize draft legislationcurrent system of the informal ad hoc groups set up to scrutinize draft legislationcurrent system of the informal ad hoc groups set up to scrutinize draft legislationcurrent system of the informal ad hoc groups set up to scrutinize draft legislation

by this Council ought to be replaced by a formal committee structure with clear legalby this Council ought to be replaced by a formal committee structure with clear legalby this Council ought to be replaced by a formal committee structure with clear legalby this Council ought to be replaced by a formal committee structure with clear legal

status.  During the last term when we conducted a review of the Standing Orders ofstatus.  During the last term when we conducted a review of the Standing Orders ofstatus.  During the last term when we conducted a review of the Standing Orders ofstatus.  During the last term when we conducted a review of the Standing Orders of

the Legislative Council, the matter had been considered.  During this term, afterthe Legislative Council, the matter had been considered.  During this term, afterthe Legislative Council, the matter had been considered.  During this term, afterthe Legislative Council, the matter had been considered.  During this term, after

months of deliberation, we finally settled on the proposal as reflected in the setmonths of deliberation, we finally settled on the proposal as reflected in the setmonths of deliberation, we finally settled on the proposal as reflected in the setmonths of deliberation, we finally settled on the proposal as reflected in the set

of Standing Orders put before us today.  The achievement was not easy and ourof Standing Orders put before us today.  The achievement was not easy and ourof Standing Orders put before us today.  The achievement was not easy and ourof Standing Orders put before us today.  The achievement was not easy and our

honourable colleagues may recall that we have gone through many hours of discussionshonourable colleagues may recall that we have gone through many hours of discussionshonourable colleagues may recall that we have gone through many hours of discussionshonourable colleagues may recall that we have gone through many hours of discussions

and a lot of debate before we came to the present proposal.  In my view, we embarkedand a lot of debate before we came to the present proposal.  In my view, we embarkedand a lot of debate before we came to the present proposal.  In my view, we embarkedand a lot of debate before we came to the present proposal.  In my view, we embarked

on this whole exercise, not so much because the present ad hoc group system ison this whole exercise, not so much because the present ad hoc group system ison this whole exercise, not so much because the present ad hoc group system ison this whole exercise, not so much because the present ad hoc group system is

ineffective; on the contrary, I do think that the present system, though workingineffective; on the contrary, I do think that the present system, though workingineffective; on the contrary, I do think that the present system, though workingineffective; on the contrary, I do think that the present system, though working

behind closed doors, has been doing a good job and serving our community well.behind closed doors, has been doing a good job and serving our community well.behind closed doors, has been doing a good job and serving our community well.behind closed doors, has been doing a good job and serving our community well.

However, as we are moving towards a more open government, and in view of the risingHowever, as we are moving towards a more open government, and in view of the risingHowever, as we are moving towards a more open government, and in view of the risingHowever, as we are moving towards a more open government, and in view of the rising

public aspirations, we feel it necessary to have a higher degree of transparency inpublic aspirations, we feel it necessary to have a higher degree of transparency inpublic aspirations, we feel it necessary to have a higher degree of transparency inpublic aspirations, we feel it necessary to have a higher degree of transparency in

our legislative process.  It is on this basis that we have worked towards a systemour legislative process.  It is on this basis that we have worked towards a systemour legislative process.  It is on this basis that we have worked towards a systemour legislative process.  It is on this basis that we have worked towards a system

of reform, and I think perhaps these are the very reasons why a majority of Membersof reform, and I think perhaps these are the very reasons why a majority of Membersof reform, and I think perhaps these are the very reasons why a majority of Membersof reform, and I think perhaps these are the very reasons why a majority of Members

chose to adopt the proposals put forward by our honourable colleague, Mr Ronaldchose to adopt the proposals put forward by our honourable colleague, Mr Ronaldchose to adopt the proposals put forward by our honourable colleague, Mr Ronaldchose to adopt the proposals put forward by our honourable colleague, Mr Ronald

ARCULLI, amongst the various models advocated by different Members.  In essence, theARCULLI, amongst the various models advocated by different Members.  In essence, theARCULLI, amongst the various models advocated by different Members.  In essence, theARCULLI, amongst the various models advocated by different Members.  In essence, the

Arculli model is designed to formalize the committee structure on the basis of ourArculli model is designed to formalize the committee structure on the basis of ourArculli model is designed to formalize the committee structure on the basis of ourArculli model is designed to formalize the committee structure on the basis of our

present ad hoc group system.  Whilst many may have tried to look at the differencespresent ad hoc group system.  Whilst many may have tried to look at the differencespresent ad hoc group system.  Whilst many may have tried to look at the differencespresent ad hoc group system.  Whilst many may have tried to look at the differences

amongst the different models advanced by Members, I tend to look at their common sides.amongst the different models advanced by Members, I tend to look at their common sides.amongst the different models advanced by Members, I tend to look at their common sides.amongst the different models advanced by Members, I tend to look at their common sides.

As I see it, there are at least three common objectives: firstly, to formalize theAs I see it, there are at least three common objectives: firstly, to formalize theAs I see it, there are at least three common objectives: firstly, to formalize theAs I see it, there are at least three common objectives: firstly, to formalize the

existing informal arrangement; secondly, to enhance the efficiency of the Councilexisting informal arrangement; secondly, to enhance the efficiency of the Councilexisting informal arrangement; secondly, to enhance the efficiency of the Councilexisting informal arrangement; secondly, to enhance the efficiency of the Council

by regulating the flow of draft legislation from the Administration; and finally,by regulating the flow of draft legislation from the Administration; and finally,by regulating the flow of draft legislation from the Administration; and finally,by regulating the flow of draft legislation from the Administration; and finally,



to increase transparency and hence accountability of our legislative process.to increase transparency and hence accountability of our legislative process.to increase transparency and hence accountability of our legislative process.to increase transparency and hence accountability of our legislative process.

Although we all started on the above common premise, it was unfortunate that weAlthough we all started on the above common premise, it was unfortunate that weAlthough we all started on the above common premise, it was unfortunate that weAlthough we all started on the above common premise, it was unfortunate that we

seemed to have very different interpretations when we tried to realize the objectivesseemed to have very different interpretations when we tried to realize the objectivesseemed to have very different interpretations when we tried to realize the objectivesseemed to have very different interpretations when we tried to realize the objectives

and work on the detailed framework.  Here, we have another round of debate,and work on the detailed framework.  Here, we have another round of debate,and work on the detailed framework.  Here, we have another round of debate,and work on the detailed framework.  Here, we have another round of debate,

particularly on two issues.  First, the status of the Bills Committees and theirparticularly on two issues.  First, the status of the Bills Committees and theirparticularly on two issues.  First, the status of the Bills Committees and theirparticularly on two issues.  First, the status of the Bills Committees and their

relationship with the House Committee.  And secondly, the powers of summoning thatrelationship with the House Committee.  And secondly, the powers of summoning thatrelationship with the House Committee.  And secondly, the powers of summoning thatrelationship with the House Committee.  And secondly, the powers of summoning that

should be given to the Bills Committees, that is, whether Bills Committees shouldshould be given to the Bills Committees, that is, whether Bills Committees shouldshould be given to the Bills Committees, that is, whether Bills Committees shouldshould be given to the Bills Committees, that is, whether Bills Committees should

be vested automatically with the powers of summoning or whether such power shouldbe vested automatically with the powers of summoning or whether such power shouldbe vested automatically with the powers of summoning or whether such power shouldbe vested automatically with the powers of summoning or whether such power should

only be given when authorized by the Legislative Council on a case by case basis,only be given when authorized by the Legislative Council on a case by case basis,only be given when authorized by the Legislative Council on a case by case basis,only be given when authorized by the Legislative Council on a case by case basis,

and whether the power of summoning should cover both public officers and members ofand whether the power of summoning should cover both public officers and members ofand whether the power of summoning should cover both public officers and members ofand whether the power of summoning should cover both public officers and members of

the public.the public.the public.the public.

The above issues are of fundamental importance and that is why I, as well asThe above issues are of fundamental importance and that is why I, as well asThe above issues are of fundamental importance and that is why I, as well asThe above issues are of fundamental importance and that is why I, as well as

members of the Co-operative Resources Centre, have insisted on our stand as a mattermembers of the Co-operative Resources Centre, have insisted on our stand as a mattermembers of the Co-operative Resources Centre, have insisted on our stand as a mattermembers of the Co-operative Resources Centre, have insisted on our stand as a matter

of principle.  I must admit that the vast differences held amongst Members beforeof principle.  I must admit that the vast differences held amongst Members beforeof principle.  I must admit that the vast differences held amongst Members beforeof principle.  I must admit that the vast differences held amongst Members before

have been reconciled through the very hard work of the working group under thehave been reconciled through the very hard work of the working group under thehave been reconciled through the very hard work of the working group under thehave been reconciled through the very hard work of the working group under the

convenorship of Mrs Elsie TU.  The seemingly conflicting opinions in the beginningconvenorship of Mrs Elsie TU.  The seemingly conflicting opinions in the beginningconvenorship of Mrs Elsie TU.  The seemingly conflicting opinions in the beginningconvenorship of Mrs Elsie TU.  The seemingly conflicting opinions in the beginning

have now been reduced to acceptable differences.  Perhaps I should take thishave now been reduced to acceptable differences.  Perhaps I should take thishave now been reduced to acceptable differences.  Perhaps I should take thishave now been reduced to acceptable differences.  Perhaps I should take this

opportunity to briefly explain why the CRC has taken such a strong stand on theseopportunity to briefly explain why the CRC has taken such a strong stand on theseopportunity to briefly explain why the CRC has taken such a strong stand on theseopportunity to briefly explain why the CRC has taken such a strong stand on these

two issues. On the status of the Bills Committees, it is still our view that the presenttwo issues. On the status of the Bills Committees, it is still our view that the presenttwo issues. On the status of the Bills Committees, it is still our view that the presenttwo issues. On the status of the Bills Committees, it is still our view that the present

proposals do not entirely tally with the Arculli model which was endorsed by Membersproposals do not entirely tally with the Arculli model which was endorsed by Membersproposals do not entirely tally with the Arculli model which was endorsed by Membersproposals do not entirely tally with the Arculli model which was endorsed by Members

at the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992.  We remainat the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992.  We remainat the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992.  We remainat the Legislative Council In-House meeting held on 18 January 1992.  We remain

unconvinced about the merits of setting up Bills Committees instead of Billsunconvinced about the merits of setting up Bills Committees instead of Billsunconvinced about the merits of setting up Bills Committees instead of Billsunconvinced about the merits of setting up Bills Committees instead of Bills

Subcommittees, bearing in mind our objective is to formalize the present ad hoc groupsSubcommittees, bearing in mind our objective is to formalize the present ad hoc groupsSubcommittees, bearing in mind our objective is to formalize the present ad hoc groupsSubcommittees, bearing in mind our objective is to formalize the present ad hoc groups

which are set up under the Legislative Council In-House.  In the light of the linewhich are set up under the Legislative Council In-House.  In the light of the linewhich are set up under the Legislative Council In-House.  In the light of the linewhich are set up under the Legislative Council In-House.  In the light of the line

of authority and their working relationship, we still hold that it would be moreof authority and their working relationship, we still hold that it would be moreof authority and their working relationship, we still hold that it would be moreof authority and their working relationship, we still hold that it would be more

logical that Bills Committees should be subcommittees of the House Committee, thatlogical that Bills Committees should be subcommittees of the House Committee, thatlogical that Bills Committees should be subcommittees of the House Committee, thatlogical that Bills Committees should be subcommittees of the House Committee, that

is, the present Legislative Council In-House, as the latter will exercise regulatoryis, the present Legislative Council In-House, as the latter will exercise regulatoryis, the present Legislative Council In-House, as the latter will exercise regulatoryis, the present Legislative Council In-House, as the latter will exercise regulatory

functions over the former.  Now that the respective roles and functions of the Housefunctions over the former.  Now that the respective roles and functions of the Housefunctions over the former.  Now that the respective roles and functions of the Housefunctions over the former.  Now that the respective roles and functions of the House

Committee and Bills Committees have been clearly spelt out in the Standing Orders,Committee and Bills Committees have been clearly spelt out in the Standing Orders,Committee and Bills Committees have been clearly spelt out in the Standing Orders,Committee and Bills Committees have been clearly spelt out in the Standing Orders,

I hope that the confusion so created will be clear.  It is for this reason that weI hope that the confusion so created will be clear.  It is for this reason that weI hope that the confusion so created will be clear.  It is for this reason that weI hope that the confusion so created will be clear.  It is for this reason that we

have decided that we should not pursue our proposal at this stage.have decided that we should not pursue our proposal at this stage.have decided that we should not pursue our proposal at this stage.have decided that we should not pursue our proposal at this stage.

On the power of summoning witnesses, some Members have considered it importOn the power of summoning witnesses, some Members have considered it importOn the power of summoning witnesses, some Members have considered it importOn the power of summoning witnesses, some Members have considered it importantantantant

that such power should be vested automatically with the respective Bills Committees.that such power should be vested automatically with the respective Bills Committees.that such power should be vested automatically with the respective Bills Committees.that such power should be vested automatically with the respective Bills Committees.

Frankly speaking, during my 14 years of service in the Legislative Council I haveFrankly speaking, during my 14 years of service in the Legislative Council I haveFrankly speaking, during my 14 years of service in the Legislative Council I haveFrankly speaking, during my 14 years of service in the Legislative Council I have

never come across an occasion where there is a need to summon public officers ornever come across an occasion where there is a need to summon public officers ornever come across an occasion where there is a need to summon public officers ornever come across an occasion where there is a need to summon public officers or



members of the public to give information or explanations in the course of examiningmembers of the public to give information or explanations in the course of examiningmembers of the public to give information or explanations in the course of examiningmembers of the public to give information or explanations in the course of examining

a Bill.  In my experience, both the Administration and the public concerned were justa Bill.  In my experience, both the Administration and the public concerned were justa Bill.  In my experience, both the Administration and the public concerned were justa Bill.  In my experience, both the Administration and the public concerned were just

too eager to come forward to lobby our support, either for or against a certain Billtoo eager to come forward to lobby our support, either for or against a certain Billtoo eager to come forward to lobby our support, either for or against a certain Billtoo eager to come forward to lobby our support, either for or against a certain Bill

or certain clauses of a Bill.  Moreover, the informal way that the Bills Committeesor certain clauses of a Bill.  Moreover, the informal way that the Bills Committeesor certain clauses of a Bill.  Moreover, the informal way that the Bills Committeesor certain clauses of a Bill.  Moreover, the informal way that the Bills Committees

are to be formed is one reason why we still have some reservations about whether suchare to be formed is one reason why we still have some reservations about whether suchare to be formed is one reason why we still have some reservations about whether suchare to be formed is one reason why we still have some reservations about whether such

summoning power should be extended to the members of the public.  However, I agreesummoning power should be extended to the members of the public.  However, I agreesummoning power should be extended to the members of the public.  However, I agreesummoning power should be extended to the members of the public.  However, I agree

that we ought to have this as a reserve power so that it can be available in the unlikelythat we ought to have this as a reserve power so that it can be available in the unlikelythat we ought to have this as a reserve power so that it can be available in the unlikelythat we ought to have this as a reserve power so that it can be available in the unlikely

event that we might need to exercise it.  Now that Members have resolved that theevent that we might need to exercise it.  Now that Members have resolved that theevent that we might need to exercise it.  Now that Members have resolved that theevent that we might need to exercise it.  Now that Members have resolved that the

power of summoning could only be exercised upon authorization by the Council, wepower of summoning could only be exercised upon authorization by the Council, wepower of summoning could only be exercised upon authorization by the Council, wepower of summoning could only be exercised upon authorization by the Council, we

consider that there is sufficient safeguard against any possible abuses.  I trustconsider that there is sufficient safeguard against any possible abuses.  I trustconsider that there is sufficient safeguard against any possible abuses.  I trustconsider that there is sufficient safeguard against any possible abuses.  I trust

that Members will exercise this power carefully, sensibly and responsibly.that Members will exercise this power carefully, sensibly and responsibly.that Members will exercise this power carefully, sensibly and responsibly.that Members will exercise this power carefully, sensibly and responsibly.

Mr Deputy President, at the last Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 JulyMr Deputy President, at the last Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 JulyMr Deputy President, at the last Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 JulyMr Deputy President, at the last Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 July

1992, we decided that the new committee structure should be put in place when we come1992, we decided that the new committee structure should be put in place when we come1992, we decided that the new committee structure should be put in place when we come1992, we decided that the new committee structure should be put in place when we come

back to this Council after the summer recess, and that we shall conduct a review ofback to this Council after the summer recess, and that we shall conduct a review ofback to this Council after the summer recess, and that we shall conduct a review ofback to this Council after the summer recess, and that we shall conduct a review of

its operation after 12 months.  By October 1992, the Legislative Council will enterits operation after 12 months.  By October 1992, the Legislative Council will enterits operation after 12 months.  By October 1992, the Legislative Council will enterits operation after 12 months.  By October 1992, the Legislative Council will enter

into an important era; by then, members of the public will have more understandinginto an important era; by then, members of the public will have more understandinginto an important era; by then, members of the public will have more understandinginto an important era; by then, members of the public will have more understanding

of the legislative process, and hopefully, greater confidence in the work of thisof the legislative process, and hopefully, greater confidence in the work of thisof the legislative process, and hopefully, greater confidence in the work of thisof the legislative process, and hopefully, greater confidence in the work of this

Council.  I sincerely hope that we can proceed with our new committee structure onCouncil.  I sincerely hope that we can proceed with our new committee structure onCouncil.  I sincerely hope that we can proceed with our new committee structure onCouncil.  I sincerely hope that we can proceed with our new committee structure on

schedule, and members of CRC will definitely give their whole-hearted support to theschedule, and members of CRC will definitely give their whole-hearted support to theschedule, and members of CRC will definitely give their whole-hearted support to theschedule, and members of CRC will definitely give their whole-hearted support to the

new system.  With our determination, I am confident that the new committee systemnew system.  With our determination, I am confident that the new committee systemnew system.  With our determination, I am confident that the new committee systemnew system.  With our determination, I am confident that the new committee system

will work and work well.will work and work well.will work and work well.will work and work well.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks I support Mrs Elsie TU's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks I support Mrs Elsie TU's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks I support Mrs Elsie TU's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks I support Mrs Elsie TU's motion.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I stand up today not to open old wounds, butDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I stand up today not to open old wounds, butDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I stand up today not to open old wounds, butDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I stand up today not to open old wounds, but

to express my concern over the development of the committee system or the committeeto express my concern over the development of the committee system or the committeeto express my concern over the development of the committee system or the committeeto express my concern over the development of the committee system or the committee

structure as put forward by the Honourable Allen LEE.  To begin with, I would likestructure as put forward by the Honourable Allen LEE.  To begin with, I would likestructure as put forward by the Honourable Allen LEE.  To begin with, I would likestructure as put forward by the Honourable Allen LEE.  To begin with, I would like

to thank the Honourable Elsie TU for chairing the discussion, which was at timesto thank the Honourable Elsie TU for chairing the discussion, which was at timesto thank the Honourable Elsie TU for chairing the discussion, which was at timesto thank the Honourable Elsie TU for chairing the discussion, which was at times

testing.testing.testing.testing.

The idea of setting up a new system to work in line with the Legislative Council'sThe idea of setting up a new system to work in line with the Legislative Council'sThe idea of setting up a new system to work in line with the Legislative Council'sThe idea of setting up a new system to work in line with the Legislative Council's

role as an independent legislature was considered actually in the last Legislativerole as an independent legislature was considered actually in the last Legislativerole as an independent legislature was considered actually in the last Legislativerole as an independent legislature was considered actually in the last Legislative

Council Session, and work actually began well over a year ago. Yet for the effortsCouncil Session, and work actually began well over a year ago. Yet for the effortsCouncil Session, and work actually began well over a year ago. Yet for the effortsCouncil Session, and work actually began well over a year ago. Yet for the efforts

that have been put in, so little has been achieved.  All that we have advanced isthat have been put in, so little has been achieved.  All that we have advanced isthat have been put in, so little has been achieved.  All that we have advanced isthat have been put in, so little has been achieved.  All that we have advanced is

the change in the status of the Bills Committee -- from ad hoc group to permanentthe change in the status of the Bills Committee -- from ad hoc group to permanentthe change in the status of the Bills Committee -- from ad hoc group to permanentthe change in the status of the Bills Committee -- from ad hoc group to permanent

fixture.fixture.fixture.fixture.



So how is the LegislatiSo how is the LegislatiSo how is the LegislatiSo how is the Legislative Council to progress?ve Council to progress?ve Council to progress?ve Council to progress?

Personally, I want to see the Legislative Council achieving its proper role asPersonally, I want to see the Legislative Council achieving its proper role asPersonally, I want to see the Legislative Council achieving its proper role asPersonally, I want to see the Legislative Council achieving its proper role as

an independent legislature, and as I have said before I am prepared to gauge thean independent legislature, and as I have said before I am prepared to gauge thean independent legislature, and as I have said before I am prepared to gauge thean independent legislature, and as I have said before I am prepared to gauge the

effectiveness of any new system.  This "new" structure will itself be reviewed ineffectiveness of any new system.  This "new" structure will itself be reviewed ineffectiveness of any new system.  This "new" structure will itself be reviewed ineffectiveness of any new system.  This "new" structure will itself be reviewed in

another 12 months, as is said by the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 July.another 12 months, as is said by the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 July.another 12 months, as is said by the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 July.another 12 months, as is said by the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 3 July.

As the changes to the present system this new structure brings is minimal, I thereforeAs the changes to the present system this new structure brings is minimal, I thereforeAs the changes to the present system this new structure brings is minimal, I thereforeAs the changes to the present system this new structure brings is minimal, I therefore

call for the review to take place in six months' time, as opposed to 12.  For to leavecall for the review to take place in six months' time, as opposed to 12.  For to leavecall for the review to take place in six months' time, as opposed to 12.  For to leavecall for the review to take place in six months' time, as opposed to 12.  For to leave

it until the end of the 1993 Session would leave very little time for any furtherit until the end of the 1993 Session would leave very little time for any furtherit until the end of the 1993 Session would leave very little time for any furtherit until the end of the 1993 Session would leave very little time for any further

upgrading to take effect.  For by 1994, I fear some would argue that we should leaveupgrading to take effect.  For by 1994, I fear some would argue that we should leaveupgrading to take effect.  For by 1994, I fear some would argue that we should leaveupgrading to take effect.  For by 1994, I fear some would argue that we should leave

it until the next Council is constituted in 1995.it until the next Council is constituted in 1995.it until the next Council is constituted in 1995.it until the next Council is constituted in 1995.

The establishment of The establishment of The establishment of The establishment of an independent Legislative Council Secretariat is said toan independent Legislative Council Secretariat is said toan independent Legislative Council Secretariat is said toan independent Legislative Council Secretariat is said to

hinge on the outcome of the committee system review.  While this drags on, the settinghinge on the outcome of the committee system review.  While this drags on, the settinghinge on the outcome of the committee system review.  While this drags on, the settinghinge on the outcome of the committee system review.  While this drags on, the setting

up of an independent secretariat has remained on the shelf.  Are we to wait for anotherup of an independent secretariat has remained on the shelf.  Are we to wait for anotherup of an independent secretariat has remained on the shelf.  Are we to wait for anotherup of an independent secretariat has remained on the shelf.  Are we to wait for another

12 months before we tackle the question of the secretariat?12 months before we tackle the question of the secretariat?12 months before we tackle the question of the secretariat?12 months before we tackle the question of the secretariat?

This "new" committee structure unfortunately remains an OMELCO system; it doesThis "new" committee structure unfortunately remains an OMELCO system; it doesThis "new" committee structure unfortunately remains an OMELCO system; it doesThis "new" committee structure unfortunately remains an OMELCO system; it does

nothing to advance the Legislative Council's stance as an independent legislaturenothing to advance the Legislative Council's stance as an independent legislaturenothing to advance the Legislative Council's stance as an independent legislaturenothing to advance the Legislative Council's stance as an independent legislature

making laws and monitoring government policies. For Legislative Council Members whomaking laws and monitoring government policies. For Legislative Council Members whomaking laws and monitoring government policies. For Legislative Council Members whomaking laws and monitoring government policies. For Legislative Council Members who

want to do their jobs better, the setting up of an independent secretariat to servewant to do their jobs better, the setting up of an independent secretariat to servewant to do their jobs better, the setting up of an independent secretariat to servewant to do their jobs better, the setting up of an independent secretariat to serve

this Council, and this Council alone, is vital and should be done immediately.  Forthis Council, and this Council alone, is vital and should be done immediately.  Forthis Council, and this Council alone, is vital and should be done immediately.  Forthis Council, and this Council alone, is vital and should be done immediately.  For

the staff who face uncertainly over their careers, it is most important that we resolvethe staff who face uncertainly over their careers, it is most important that we resolvethe staff who face uncertainly over their careers, it is most important that we resolvethe staff who face uncertainly over their careers, it is most important that we resolve

this matter at an earlier date.this matter at an earlier date.this matter at an earlier date.this matter at an earlier date.

The issues that Councillors have to deal with nowadays is both complex and copious.The issues that Councillors have to deal with nowadays is both complex and copious.The issues that Councillors have to deal with nowadays is both complex and copious.The issues that Councillors have to deal with nowadays is both complex and copious.

Councillors cannot effectively discharge their duty of monitoring governmentCouncillors cannot effectively discharge their duty of monitoring governmentCouncillors cannot effectively discharge their duty of monitoring governmentCouncillors cannot effectively discharge their duty of monitoring government

policies on behalf of the public, unless they are given adequate resources andpolicies on behalf of the public, unless they are given adequate resources andpolicies on behalf of the public, unless they are given adequate resources andpolicies on behalf of the public, unless they are given adequate resources and

backing.backing.backing.backing.

What happens now, and had always been in the past, is that Legislative CouncillorsWhat happens now, and had always been in the past, is that Legislative CouncillorsWhat happens now, and had always been in the past, is that Legislative CouncillorsWhat happens now, and had always been in the past, is that Legislative Councillors

are handed a Brief, prepared by the Administration, on matters the Legislative Councilare handed a Brief, prepared by the Administration, on matters the Legislative Councilare handed a Brief, prepared by the Administration, on matters the Legislative Councilare handed a Brief, prepared by the Administration, on matters the Legislative Council

is to decide on.  At times this so called "Brief" is contradictorily very bulky, oftenis to decide on.  At times this so called "Brief" is contradictorily very bulky, oftenis to decide on.  At times this so called "Brief" is contradictorily very bulky, oftenis to decide on.  At times this so called "Brief" is contradictorily very bulky, often

produced as a result of several years of work in a department.produced as a result of several years of work in a department.produced as a result of several years of work in a department.produced as a result of several years of work in a department.

Given the diversity of the topics, the complexity of some issues, and theGiven the diversity of the topics, the complexity of some issues, and theGiven the diversity of the topics, the complexity of some issues, and theGiven the diversity of the topics, the complexity of some issues, and the

voluminous papers generated by the Administration, it is only appropriate that we,voluminous papers generated by the Administration, it is only appropriate that we,voluminous papers generated by the Administration, it is only appropriate that we,voluminous papers generated by the Administration, it is only appropriate that we,



like other legislatures, have a proper research team as part of the independentlike other legislatures, have a proper research team as part of the independentlike other legislatures, have a proper research team as part of the independentlike other legislatures, have a proper research team as part of the independent

Legislative Council Secretariat.  This team could help the Councillors to research,Legislative Council Secretariat.  This team could help the Councillors to research,Legislative Council Secretariat.  This team could help the Councillors to research,Legislative Council Secretariat.  This team could help the Councillors to research,

digest, and impartially assess the policies.digest, and impartially assess the policies.digest, and impartially assess the policies.digest, and impartially assess the policies.

Conferring a duty onConferring a duty onConferring a duty onConferring a duty onto the Legislative Council is of no effect unless theto the Legislative Council is of no effect unless theto the Legislative Council is of no effect unless theto the Legislative Council is of no effect unless the

Legislative Council is given the resources to discharge that duty.Legislative Council is given the resources to discharge that duty.Legislative Council is given the resources to discharge that duty.Legislative Council is given the resources to discharge that duty.

So, I want to do this job properly, and I am sure many of my colleagues here doSo, I want to do this job properly, and I am sure many of my colleagues here doSo, I want to do this job properly, and I am sure many of my colleagues here doSo, I want to do this job properly, and I am sure many of my colleagues here do

as well.  The Council needs thorough restructuring, not simple cosmetic surgery.as well.  The Council needs thorough restructuring, not simple cosmetic surgery.as well.  The Council needs thorough restructuring, not simple cosmetic surgery.as well.  The Council needs thorough restructuring, not simple cosmetic surgery.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

MR FREDERICK FUNG( in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, as a Member of the LegislativeMR FREDERICK FUNG( in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, as a Member of the LegislativeMR FREDERICK FUNG( in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, as a Member of the LegislativeMR FREDERICK FUNG( in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, as a Member of the Legislative

Council, I understand very clearly the mutual monitoring and complementaryCouncil, I understand very clearly the mutual monitoring and complementaryCouncil, I understand very clearly the mutual monitoring and complementaryCouncil, I understand very clearly the mutual monitoring and complementary

relationship between the Executive and Legislative Councils.  I feel that therelationship between the Executive and Legislative Councils.  I feel that therelationship between the Executive and Legislative Councils.  I feel that therelationship between the Executive and Legislative Councils.  I feel that the

Legislative Council must have an independent mechanism before it can make the publicLegislative Council must have an independent mechanism before it can make the publicLegislative Council must have an independent mechanism before it can make the publicLegislative Council must have an independent mechanism before it can make the public

recognize its independence in terms both of form and substance.recognize its independence in terms both of form and substance.recognize its independence in terms both of form and substance.recognize its independence in terms both of form and substance.

It is obvious from the exiIt is obvious from the exiIt is obvious from the exiIt is obvious from the existing framework of the Government that the Legislativesting framework of the Government that the Legislativesting framework of the Government that the Legislativesting framework of the Government that the Legislative

Council has three powers, namely:Council has three powers, namely:Council has three powers, namely:Council has three powers, namely:

(1)(1)(1)(1) to enact, amend and repeal laws;to enact, amend and repeal laws;to enact, amend and repeal laws;to enact, amend and repeal laws;

(2)(2)(2)(2) to scrutinize and approve budget proposals; andto scrutinize and approve budget proposals; andto scrutinize and approve budget proposals; andto scrutinize and approve budget proposals; and

(3)(3)(3)(3) to monitor the operation of the Government.to monitor the operation of the Government.to monitor the operation of the Government.to monitor the operation of the Government.

Amongst these three poAmongst these three poAmongst these three poAmongst these three powers, the one to scrutinize and approve budget proposalswers, the one to scrutinize and approve budget proposalswers, the one to scrutinize and approve budget proposalswers, the one to scrutinize and approve budget proposals

is patent to all.  It is very clear that a committee with statutory authority hasis patent to all.  It is very clear that a committee with statutory authority hasis patent to all.  It is very clear that a committee with statutory authority hasis patent to all.  It is very clear that a committee with statutory authority has

been actually and publicly doing work in this aspect.  As to the other two aspectsbeen actually and publicly doing work in this aspect.  As to the other two aspectsbeen actually and publicly doing work in this aspect.  As to the other two aspectsbeen actually and publicly doing work in this aspect.  As to the other two aspects

of work, that is, enacting, amending and repealing laws and monitoring the operationof work, that is, enacting, amending and repealing laws and monitoring the operationof work, that is, enacting, amending and repealing laws and monitoring the operationof work, that is, enacting, amending and repealing laws and monitoring the operation

of the Government, the present framework provides no statutory committee system toof the Government, the present framework provides no statutory committee system toof the Government, the present framework provides no statutory committee system toof the Government, the present framework provides no statutory committee system to

enable Members of the Legislative Council to function appropriately and independentlyenable Members of the Legislative Council to function appropriately and independentlyenable Members of the Legislative Council to function appropriately and independentlyenable Members of the Legislative Council to function appropriately and independently

in these two areas.in these two areas.in these two areas.in these two areas.

I believe the I believe the I believe the I believe the proposal before us represents a forward step taken by this Councilproposal before us represents a forward step taken by this Councilproposal before us represents a forward step taken by this Councilproposal before us represents a forward step taken by this Council

towards the three powers mentioned above.  By "a forward step", I mean the enactment,towards the three powers mentioned above.  By "a forward step", I mean the enactment,towards the three powers mentioned above.  By "a forward step", I mean the enactment,towards the three powers mentioned above.  By "a forward step", I mean the enactment,



amendment and repeal of laws will be undertaken by a power-vested statutory committeeamendment and repeal of laws will be undertaken by a power-vested statutory committeeamendment and repeal of laws will be undertaken by a power-vested statutory committeeamendment and repeal of laws will be undertaken by a power-vested statutory committee

which will operate openly.  The work to be undertaken by this committee will, as awhich will operate openly.  The work to be undertaken by this committee will, as awhich will operate openly.  The work to be undertaken by this committee will, as awhich will operate openly.  The work to be undertaken by this committee will, as a

matter of fact, not go beyond the powers of this Council; such work and powers shouldmatter of fact, not go beyond the powers of this Council; such work and powers shouldmatter of fact, not go beyond the powers of this Council; such work and powers shouldmatter of fact, not go beyond the powers of this Council; such work and powers should

have come along with the Council since its very inception.  We have, in fact, laggedhave come along with the Council since its very inception.  We have, in fact, laggedhave come along with the Council since its very inception.  We have, in fact, laggedhave come along with the Council since its very inception.  We have, in fact, lagged

behind by many steps.  I therefore agree and support the amendments to the Standingbehind by many steps.  I therefore agree and support the amendments to the Standingbehind by many steps.  I therefore agree and support the amendments to the Standingbehind by many steps.  I therefore agree and support the amendments to the Standing

Orders and the revamping of the Legislative Council system.Orders and the revamping of the Legislative Council system.Orders and the revamping of the Legislative Council system.Orders and the revamping of the Legislative Council system.

However, I feel that in effecting these changes, we have failed to touch uponHowever, I feel that in effecting these changes, we have failed to touch uponHowever, I feel that in effecting these changes, we have failed to touch uponHowever, I feel that in effecting these changes, we have failed to touch upon

the third power, that is, monitoring the operation of the Government.  Inthe third power, that is, monitoring the operation of the Government.  Inthe third power, that is, monitoring the operation of the Government.  Inthe third power, that is, monitoring the operation of the Government.  In

jurisprudential terms, all that this Council has so far been able to do to monitorjurisprudential terms, all that this Council has so far been able to do to monitorjurisprudential terms, all that this Council has so far been able to do to monitorjurisprudential terms, all that this Council has so far been able to do to monitor

the Government is by way of questions and motions.  The channel through which thisthe Government is by way of questions and motions.  The channel through which thisthe Government is by way of questions and motions.  The channel through which thisthe Government is by way of questions and motions.  The channel through which this

third power is exercised is an informal one, that is, by means of the so-called OMELCOthird power is exercised is an informal one, that is, by means of the so-called OMELCOthird power is exercised is an informal one, that is, by means of the so-called OMELCOthird power is exercised is an informal one, that is, by means of the so-called OMELCO

panels.  I find that we still need development in this respect as there have not beenpanels.  I find that we still need development in this respect as there have not beenpanels.  I find that we still need development in this respect as there have not beenpanels.  I find that we still need development in this respect as there have not been

any changes so far.  I expect this Council to positively discuss in the not too distantany changes so far.  I expect this Council to positively discuss in the not too distantany changes so far.  I expect this Council to positively discuss in the not too distantany changes so far.  I expect this Council to positively discuss in the not too distant

future what exactly we can do to monitor the Government.future what exactly we can do to monitor the Government.future what exactly we can do to monitor the Government.future what exactly we can do to monitor the Government.

I hI hI hI have come to the view that we can monitor the Government in two directions.ave come to the view that we can monitor the Government in two directions.ave come to the view that we can monitor the Government in two directions.ave come to the view that we can monitor the Government in two directions.

The first is to monitor government operation at a high level by a high-power body.The first is to monitor government operation at a high level by a high-power body.The first is to monitor government operation at a high level by a high-power body.The first is to monitor government operation at a high level by a high-power body.

By "high level and high power", I mean that we should set up a statutory committeeBy "high level and high power", I mean that we should set up a statutory committeeBy "high level and high power", I mean that we should set up a statutory committeeBy "high level and high power", I mean that we should set up a statutory committee

on policies to conduct, with legitimacy and authority, the monitoring work in public.on policies to conduct, with legitimacy and authority, the monitoring work in public.on policies to conduct, with legitimacy and authority, the monitoring work in public.on policies to conduct, with legitimacy and authority, the monitoring work in public.

I must stress that by "monitoring", I mean that we have to consider whether theI must stress that by "monitoring", I mean that we have to consider whether theI must stress that by "monitoring", I mean that we have to consider whether theI must stress that by "monitoring", I mean that we have to consider whether the

Government's actions have been right or wrong or appropriate.  The second directionGovernment's actions have been right or wrong or appropriate.  The second directionGovernment's actions have been right or wrong or appropriate.  The second directionGovernment's actions have been right or wrong or appropriate.  The second direction

is to monitor government operation at a low level by a low-power body.  In this case,is to monitor government operation at a low level by a low-power body.  In this case,is to monitor government operation at a low level by a low-power body.  In this case,is to monitor government operation at a low level by a low-power body.  In this case,

some informal committees on policies will have to be set up to replace the existingsome informal committees on policies will have to be set up to replace the existingsome informal committees on policies will have to be set up to replace the existingsome informal committees on policies will have to be set up to replace the existing

OMELCO panels, for the existing panels basically have Executive Councillors sittingOMELCO panels, for the existing panels basically have Executive Councillors sittingOMELCO panels, for the existing panels basically have Executive Councillors sittingOMELCO panels, for the existing panels basically have Executive Councillors sitting

as members; it is very obvious that decision making is vested in the Executive Council.as members; it is very obvious that decision making is vested in the Executive Council.as members; it is very obvious that decision making is vested in the Executive Council.as members; it is very obvious that decision making is vested in the Executive Council.

It has been evident, as in the decisions regarding the importation of foreign labourIt has been evident, as in the decisions regarding the importation of foreign labourIt has been evident, as in the decisions regarding the importation of foreign labourIt has been evident, as in the decisions regarding the importation of foreign labour

and cable television, that the Executive Council wields policy-making powers.  I findand cable television, that the Executive Council wields policy-making powers.  I findand cable television, that the Executive Council wields policy-making powers.  I findand cable television, that the Executive Council wields policy-making powers.  I find

it contradictory and practically impossible for members of a decision making bodyit contradictory and practically impossible for members of a decision making bodyit contradictory and practically impossible for members of a decision making bodyit contradictory and practically impossible for members of a decision making body

to monitor at the same time policies formulated by the very same decision making body.to monitor at the same time policies formulated by the very same decision making body.to monitor at the same time policies formulated by the very same decision making body.to monitor at the same time policies formulated by the very same decision making body.

Therefore, if the Legislative Council is to monitor the operation of the GovernmentTherefore, if the Legislative Council is to monitor the operation of the GovernmentTherefore, if the Legislative Council is to monitor the operation of the GovernmentTherefore, if the Legislative Council is to monitor the operation of the Government

independently, we must set up some committees on policies under the Legislativeindependently, we must set up some committees on policies under the Legislativeindependently, we must set up some committees on policies under the Legislativeindependently, we must set up some committees on policies under the Legislative

Council.  In the final analysis, there are two possible routes of development forCouncil.  In the final analysis, there are two possible routes of development forCouncil.  In the final analysis, there are two possible routes of development forCouncil.  In the final analysis, there are two possible routes of development for

these committees; one route would be to vest them with statutory authority and thethese committees; one route would be to vest them with statutory authority and thethese committees; one route would be to vest them with statutory authority and thethese committees; one route would be to vest them with statutory authority and the

other would be to give them an informal status.  In order to establish a completeother would be to give them an informal status.  In order to establish a completeother would be to give them an informal status.  In order to establish a completeother would be to give them an informal status.  In order to establish a complete

Legislative Council system, these changes will still require the unremittingLegislative Council system, these changes will still require the unremittingLegislative Council system, these changes will still require the unremittingLegislative Council system, these changes will still require the unremitting

attention and effort of the future Members of this Council.attention and effort of the future Members of this Council.attention and effort of the future Members of this Council.attention and effort of the future Members of this Council.



Finally, I would like to comment on the question of the secretariFinally, I would like to comment on the question of the secretariFinally, I would like to comment on the question of the secretariFinally, I would like to comment on the question of the secretariat.  Theat.  Theat.  Theat.  The

secretariat, as it stands now, is under the wings of the Executive and Legislativesecretariat, as it stands now, is under the wings of the Executive and Legislativesecretariat, as it stands now, is under the wings of the Executive and Legislativesecretariat, as it stands now, is under the wings of the Executive and Legislative

Councils with its staff seconded from the Civil Service.  I believe that theCouncils with its staff seconded from the Civil Service.  I believe that theCouncils with its staff seconded from the Civil Service.  I believe that theCouncils with its staff seconded from the Civil Service.  I believe that the

Legislative Council should have its own secretariat in the future.  It should work,Legislative Council should have its own secretariat in the future.  It should work,Legislative Council should have its own secretariat in the future.  It should work,Legislative Council should have its own secretariat in the future.  It should work,

independent of the executive, for the Council in two aspects, that is, providingindependent of the executive, for the Council in two aspects, that is, providingindependent of the executive, for the Council in two aspects, that is, providingindependent of the executive, for the Council in two aspects, that is, providing

secretarial support and conducting research for the Council.  By research, I meansecretarial support and conducting research for the Council.  By research, I meansecretarial support and conducting research for the Council.  By research, I meansecretarial support and conducting research for the Council.  By research, I mean

the collection of information required by the Bills committees or committees onthe collection of information required by the Bills committees or committees onthe collection of information required by the Bills committees or committees onthe collection of information required by the Bills committees or committees on

policies.policies.policies.policies.

WithWithWithWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Mrs Elsie TU's these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Mrs Elsie TU's these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Mrs Elsie TU's these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Mrs Elsie TU's

motion.motion.motion.motion.

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support Mrs Elsie TU's proposalMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support Mrs Elsie TU's proposalMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support Mrs Elsie TU's proposalMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support Mrs Elsie TU's proposal

to revamp the Legislative Council committee system as set out in the present motionto revamp the Legislative Council committee system as set out in the present motionto revamp the Legislative Council committee system as set out in the present motionto revamp the Legislative Council committee system as set out in the present motion

before us today.before us today.before us today.before us today.

However, a few questions need to be addressed.  First of all, why change theHowever, a few questions need to be addressed.  First of all, why change theHowever, a few questions need to be addressed.  First of all, why change theHowever, a few questions need to be addressed.  First of all, why change the

existing system?  I personally think that the existing system has some flaws: (1)existing system?  I personally think that the existing system has some flaws: (1)existing system?  I personally think that the existing system has some flaws: (1)existing system?  I personally think that the existing system has some flaws: (1)

the dividing line between the powers of the executive and legislature is blurred;the dividing line between the powers of the executive and legislature is blurred;the dividing line between the powers of the executive and legislature is blurred;the dividing line between the powers of the executive and legislature is blurred;

(2) the Legislative Council's power of monitoring the Administration by way of(2) the Legislative Council's power of monitoring the Administration by way of(2) the Legislative Council's power of monitoring the Administration by way of(2) the Legislative Council's power of monitoring the Administration by way of

examining and passing laws is inadequate; (3) as far as administrative work isexamining and passing laws is inadequate; (3) as far as administrative work isexamining and passing laws is inadequate; (3) as far as administrative work isexamining and passing laws is inadequate; (3) as far as administrative work is

concerned, the present way of examining laws is highly inefficient and rather chaotic.concerned, the present way of examining laws is highly inefficient and rather chaotic.concerned, the present way of examining laws is highly inefficient and rather chaotic.concerned, the present way of examining laws is highly inefficient and rather chaotic.

Currently, an ad hoc group is formed, having regard to the needs of the circumstances,Currently, an ad hoc group is formed, having regard to the needs of the circumstances,Currently, an ad hoc group is formed, having regard to the needs of the circumstances,Currently, an ad hoc group is formed, having regard to the needs of the circumstances,

when a Bill is submitted to the Legislative Council.  So a number of Legislativewhen a Bill is submitted to the Legislative Council.  So a number of Legislativewhen a Bill is submitted to the Legislative Council.  So a number of Legislativewhen a Bill is submitted to the Legislative Council.  So a number of Legislative

Council ad hoc groups may be formed at the same time and difficulty would arise whenCouncil ad hoc groups may be formed at the same time and difficulty would arise whenCouncil ad hoc groups may be formed at the same time and difficulty would arise whenCouncil ad hoc groups may be formed at the same time and difficulty would arise when

Members wish to join more than one group.  The examination of Bills involves technicalMembers wish to join more than one group.  The examination of Bills involves technicalMembers wish to join more than one group.  The examination of Bills involves technicalMembers wish to join more than one group.  The examination of Bills involves technical

knowledge and time.  And the most important point is that the existing system cannotknowledge and time.  And the most important point is that the existing system cannotknowledge and time.  And the most important point is that the existing system cannotknowledge and time.  And the most important point is that the existing system cannot

effectively help participating Members make insightful suggestions in an unequivocaleffectively help participating Members make insightful suggestions in an unequivocaleffectively help participating Members make insightful suggestions in an unequivocaleffectively help participating Members make insightful suggestions in an unequivocal

and specific manner during the examination process .and specific manner during the examination process .and specific manner during the examination process .and specific manner during the examination process .

As regards the process of examination, the proceedings of the ad hoc groupsAs regards the process of examination, the proceedings of the ad hoc groupsAs regards the process of examination, the proceedings of the ad hoc groupsAs regards the process of examination, the proceedings of the ad hoc groups

responsible for the examination of Bills are currently not open to the public, whichresponsible for the examination of Bills are currently not open to the public, whichresponsible for the examination of Bills are currently not open to the public, whichresponsible for the examination of Bills are currently not open to the public, which

makes it impossible for participating Members to appropriately account themselvesmakes it impossible for participating Members to appropriately account themselvesmakes it impossible for participating Members to appropriately account themselvesmakes it impossible for participating Members to appropriately account themselves

to the public.  Besides, the ad hoc groups are of an informal nature, not being endowedto the public.  Besides, the ad hoc groups are of an informal nature, not being endowedto the public.  Besides, the ad hoc groups are of an informal nature, not being endowedto the public.  Besides, the ad hoc groups are of an informal nature, not being endowed

with the statutory power to collect and collate or request more information or towith the statutory power to collect and collate or request more information or towith the statutory power to collect and collate or request more information or towith the statutory power to collect and collate or request more information or to

summon witnesses.  Although no government department has, during the examinationsummon witnesses.  Although no government department has, during the examinationsummon witnesses.  Although no government department has, during the examinationsummon witnesses.  Although no government department has, during the examination

processes of Bills within the current legislative year, refused to attend an ad hocprocesses of Bills within the current legislative year, refused to attend an ad hocprocesses of Bills within the current legislative year, refused to attend an ad hocprocesses of Bills within the current legislative year, refused to attend an ad hoc



group meeting, and rarely have they refused to provide information for discussiongroup meeting, and rarely have they refused to provide information for discussiongroup meeting, and rarely have they refused to provide information for discussiongroup meeting, and rarely have they refused to provide information for discussion

by Members, I am afraid that the power of examining Bills will be limited in the futureby Members, I am afraid that the power of examining Bills will be limited in the futureby Members, I am afraid that the power of examining Bills will be limited in the futureby Members, I am afraid that the power of examining Bills will be limited in the future

if the ad hoc groups are not given the necessary power to obtain information and callif the ad hoc groups are not given the necessary power to obtain information and callif the ad hoc groups are not given the necessary power to obtain information and callif the ad hoc groups are not given the necessary power to obtain information and call

witnesses.witnesses.witnesses.witnesses.

Mr Deputy President, in view of the above, the main direction of the reform ofMr Deputy President, in view of the above, the main direction of the reform ofMr Deputy President, in view of the above, the main direction of the reform ofMr Deputy President, in view of the above, the main direction of the reform of

the whole committee system should be: firstly, increase the Legislative Council'sthe whole committee system should be: firstly, increase the Legislative Council'sthe whole committee system should be: firstly, increase the Legislative Council'sthe whole committee system should be: firstly, increase the Legislative Council's

power of monitoring the executive departments, especially the power of makingpower of monitoring the executive departments, especially the power of makingpower of monitoring the executive departments, especially the power of makingpower of monitoring the executive departments, especially the power of making

appropriate adjustments through the examination of Bills; secondly, draw a clearappropriate adjustments through the examination of Bills; secondly, draw a clearappropriate adjustments through the examination of Bills; secondly, draw a clearappropriate adjustments through the examination of Bills; secondly, draw a clear

dividing line between the powers of the executive and the legislature, so that eachdividing line between the powers of the executive and the legislature, so that eachdividing line between the powers of the executive and the legislature, so that eachdividing line between the powers of the executive and the legislature, so that each

is confined to the discharging of its own duties.is confined to the discharging of its own duties.is confined to the discharging of its own duties.is confined to the discharging of its own duties.

In fact our debate on the committee system dates back to September 1991.  WhenIn fact our debate on the committee system dates back to September 1991.  WhenIn fact our debate on the committee system dates back to September 1991.  WhenIn fact our debate on the committee system dates back to September 1991.  When

the matter was raised again last year, I initially felt that there was a good chancethe matter was raised again last year, I initially felt that there was a good chancethe matter was raised again last year, I initially felt that there was a good chancethe matter was raised again last year, I initially felt that there was a good chance

of a more appropriate system being set up.  However, we had not been long into ourof a more appropriate system being set up.  However, we had not been long into ourof a more appropriate system being set up.  However, we had not been long into ourof a more appropriate system being set up.  However, we had not been long into our

discussion, when the Chinese side made it known that it was opposed to the idea.  Asdiscussion, when the Chinese side made it known that it was opposed to the idea.  Asdiscussion, when the Chinese side made it known that it was opposed to the idea.  Asdiscussion, when the Chinese side made it known that it was opposed to the idea.  As

a result some colleagues who had originally expressed support for a better systema result some colleagues who had originally expressed support for a better systema result some colleagues who had originally expressed support for a better systema result some colleagues who had originally expressed support for a better system

subsequently changed their minds.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) aresubsequently changed their minds.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) aresubsequently changed their minds.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) aresubsequently changed their minds.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) are

supportive of adopting the standing committee system in the Legislative Council,supportive of adopting the standing committee system in the Legislative Council,supportive of adopting the standing committee system in the Legislative Council,supportive of adopting the standing committee system in the Legislative Council,

under which both the examination of Bills and the discussion of government policiesunder which both the examination of Bills and the discussion of government policiesunder which both the examination of Bills and the discussion of government policiesunder which both the examination of Bills and the discussion of government policies

will be conducted in one and the same committee and Members, having thus a long periodwill be conducted in one and the same committee and Members, having thus a long periodwill be conducted in one and the same committee and Members, having thus a long periodwill be conducted in one and the same committee and Members, having thus a long period

of training, will be better equipped for devoting themselves to the monitoring ofof training, will be better equipped for devoting themselves to the monitoring ofof training, will be better equipped for devoting themselves to the monitoring ofof training, will be better equipped for devoting themselves to the monitoring of

government policies and examination of Bills in an in-depth manner.  This system cangovernment policies and examination of Bills in an in-depth manner.  This system cangovernment policies and examination of Bills in an in-depth manner.  This system cangovernment policies and examination of Bills in an in-depth manner.  This system can

achieve economy of time and enhance administrative efficiency in terms of theachieve economy of time and enhance administrative efficiency in terms of theachieve economy of time and enhance administrative efficiency in terms of theachieve economy of time and enhance administrative efficiency in terms of the

scheduling of meetings, the examination of Bills and the discussion of policies byscheduling of meetings, the examination of Bills and the discussion of policies byscheduling of meetings, the examination of Bills and the discussion of policies byscheduling of meetings, the examination of Bills and the discussion of policies by

Members.Members.Members.Members.

The UDHK also propose to phase out the existing OMELCO panels and graduallyThe UDHK also propose to phase out the existing OMELCO panels and graduallyThe UDHK also propose to phase out the existing OMELCO panels and graduallyThe UDHK also propose to phase out the existing OMELCO panels and gradually

transfer the functions of discussing policies to the standing committees.transfer the functions of discussing policies to the standing committees.transfer the functions of discussing policies to the standing committees.transfer the functions of discussing policies to the standing committees.

Furthermore, we propose to gradually dissolve the OMELCO Secretariat and set up inFurthermore, we propose to gradually dissolve the OMELCO Secretariat and set up inFurthermore, we propose to gradually dissolve the OMELCO Secretariat and set up inFurthermore, we propose to gradually dissolve the OMELCO Secretariat and set up in

its place an independent Legislative Council Secretariat.its place an independent Legislative Council Secretariat.its place an independent Legislative Council Secretariat.its place an independent Legislative Council Secretariat.

Mr Deputy President, although the proposal for Bills Committees has gained theMr Deputy President, although the proposal for Bills Committees has gained theMr Deputy President, although the proposal for Bills Committees has gained theMr Deputy President, although the proposal for Bills Committees has gained the

support of the majority of Members, which we think is acceptable at this preliminarysupport of the majority of Members, which we think is acceptable at this preliminarysupport of the majority of Members, which we think is acceptable at this preliminarysupport of the majority of Members, which we think is acceptable at this preliminary

stage, we are nevertheless of the opinion that in the long run the best way to improvestage, we are nevertheless of the opinion that in the long run the best way to improvestage, we are nevertheless of the opinion that in the long run the best way to improvestage, we are nevertheless of the opinion that in the long run the best way to improve

the functioning of the Legislative Council and enhance its power to monitor thethe functioning of the Legislative Council and enhance its power to monitor thethe functioning of the Legislative Council and enhance its power to monitor thethe functioning of the Legislative Council and enhance its power to monitor the

executive authorities is to institute a more systematic and formalized standingexecutive authorities is to institute a more systematic and formalized standingexecutive authorities is to institute a more systematic and formalized standingexecutive authorities is to institute a more systematic and formalized standing

committee system.committee system.committee system.committee system.



Thank you, Mr Deputy PresidentThank you, Mr Deputy PresidentThank you, Mr Deputy PresidentThank you, Mr Deputy President

DR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I cannot support the presentDR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I cannot support the presentDR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I cannot support the presentDR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I cannot support the present

motion to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council, because a couple ofmotion to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council, because a couple ofmotion to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council, because a couple ofmotion to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council, because a couple of

the proposed amendments provide that a committee of the Legislative Council may "call"the proposed amendments provide that a committee of the Legislative Council may "call"the proposed amendments provide that a committee of the Legislative Council may "call"the proposed amendments provide that a committee of the Legislative Council may "call"

any person to testify before it or to produce any document in his possession or control.any person to testify before it or to produce any document in his possession or control.any person to testify before it or to produce any document in his possession or control.any person to testify before it or to produce any document in his possession or control.

I think that to use such a word as "call", when applied to officials in the executiveI think that to use such a word as "call", when applied to officials in the executiveI think that to use such a word as "call", when applied to officials in the executiveI think that to use such a word as "call", when applied to officials in the executive

departments, would be detrimental to the partnership relations between the executivedepartments, would be detrimental to the partnership relations between the executivedepartments, would be detrimental to the partnership relations between the executivedepartments, would be detrimental to the partnership relations between the executive

and the legislature and would have negative, rather than positive, effects on theand the legislature and would have negative, rather than positive, effects on theand the legislature and would have negative, rather than positive, effects on theand the legislature and would have negative, rather than positive, effects on the

morale of civil servants across the board as well as the efficiency of the executivemorale of civil servants across the board as well as the efficiency of the executivemorale of civil servants across the board as well as the efficiency of the executivemorale of civil servants across the board as well as the efficiency of the executive

departments.departments.departments.departments.

Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.

DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am pleased that today the reportDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am pleased that today the reportDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am pleased that today the reportDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am pleased that today the report

concerned can be formally submitted by Mrs Elsie TU and I hope that Members of thisconcerned can be formally submitted by Mrs Elsie TU and I hope that Members of thisconcerned can be formally submitted by Mrs Elsie TU and I hope that Members of thisconcerned can be formally submitted by Mrs Elsie TU and I hope that Members of this

Council will support Mr TU's proposals.Council will support Mr TU's proposals.Council will support Mr TU's proposals.Council will support Mr TU's proposals.

So far, the work undertaken in this ad hoc group has been the hardest and hasSo far, the work undertaken in this ad hoc group has been the hardest and hasSo far, the work undertaken in this ad hoc group has been the hardest and hasSo far, the work undertaken in this ad hoc group has been the hardest and has

lasted for the longest time as compared with the other ad hoc groups of which Ilasted for the longest time as compared with the other ad hoc groups of which Ilasted for the longest time as compared with the other ad hoc groups of which Ilasted for the longest time as compared with the other ad hoc groups of which I

participated.  Nevertheless, through the effort of the group members, we have beenparticipated.  Nevertheless, through the effort of the group members, we have beenparticipated.  Nevertheless, through the effort of the group members, we have beenparticipated.  Nevertheless, through the effort of the group members, we have been

able to bring team spirit into full play.  We respect one another and throughable to bring team spirit into full play.  We respect one another and throughable to bring team spirit into full play.  We respect one another and throughable to bring team spirit into full play.  We respect one another and through

consultation and accommodation have finally come up with this report which, we hope,consultation and accommodation have finally come up with this report which, we hope,consultation and accommodation have finally come up with this report which, we hope,consultation and accommodation have finally come up with this report which, we hope,

can serve to improve the efficiency and transparency of the Bills Committee.can serve to improve the efficiency and transparency of the Bills Committee.can serve to improve the efficiency and transparency of the Bills Committee.can serve to improve the efficiency and transparency of the Bills Committee.

Although I support the present motion, I have reservations as regards the followingAlthough I support the present motion, I have reservations as regards the followingAlthough I support the present motion, I have reservations as regards the followingAlthough I support the present motion, I have reservations as regards the following

five points: (1) in my opinion, the Bills Committee is, after all, of an ad hoc nature.five points: (1) in my opinion, the Bills Committee is, after all, of an ad hoc nature.five points: (1) in my opinion, the Bills Committee is, after all, of an ad hoc nature.five points: (1) in my opinion, the Bills Committee is, after all, of an ad hoc nature.

Although the Standing Orders provide for the systemization of the Bills Committee,Although the Standing Orders provide for the systemization of the Bills Committee,Although the Standing Orders provide for the systemization of the Bills Committee,Although the Standing Orders provide for the systemization of the Bills Committee,

it will nevertheless be formed on a temporary basis and will be disbanded when theit will nevertheless be formed on a temporary basis and will be disbanded when theit will nevertheless be formed on a temporary basis and will be disbanded when theit will nevertheless be formed on a temporary basis and will be disbanded when the

work of examining the relevant Bill is finished.  This will make it impossible forwork of examining the relevant Bill is finished.  This will make it impossible forwork of examining the relevant Bill is finished.  This will make it impossible forwork of examining the relevant Bill is finished.  This will make it impossible for

Members of this Council to accumulate experience in relation to certain kinds of lawMembers of this Council to accumulate experience in relation to certain kinds of lawMembers of this Council to accumulate experience in relation to certain kinds of lawMembers of this Council to accumulate experience in relation to certain kinds of law

or policy; (2) there will be no dialogue between a temporary Bills Committee and theor policy; (2) there will be no dialogue between a temporary Bills Committee and theor policy; (2) there will be no dialogue between a temporary Bills Committee and theor policy; (2) there will be no dialogue between a temporary Bills Committee and the

relevant policy branch of the Government, which will make it difficult to build uprelevant policy branch of the Government, which will make it difficult to build uprelevant policy branch of the Government, which will make it difficult to build uprelevant policy branch of the Government, which will make it difficult to build up

a continuous working relationship between the two; the frequent change in thea continuous working relationship between the two; the frequent change in thea continuous working relationship between the two; the frequent change in thea continuous working relationship between the two; the frequent change in the

membership of the Committee will create further problems when the relevant governmentmembership of the Committee will create further problems when the relevant governmentmembership of the Committee will create further problems when the relevant governmentmembership of the Committee will create further problems when the relevant government

departments have to contact Members for discussion on a Bill; (3) we agree to reviewdepartments have to contact Members for discussion on a Bill; (3) we agree to reviewdepartments have to contact Members for discussion on a Bill; (3) we agree to reviewdepartments have to contact Members for discussion on a Bill; (3) we agree to review



the committee system after a year; I strongly hope that the Bills Committee can thenthe committee system after a year; I strongly hope that the Bills Committee can thenthe committee system after a year; I strongly hope that the Bills Committee can thenthe committee system after a year; I strongly hope that the Bills Committee can then

become a standing committee with terms of reference including not only the examinationbecome a standing committee with terms of reference including not only the examinationbecome a standing committee with terms of reference including not only the examinationbecome a standing committee with terms of reference including not only the examination

of Bills, but also the monitoring of the relevant policy branches, or even conductingof Bills, but also the monitoring of the relevant policy branches, or even conductingof Bills, but also the monitoring of the relevant policy branches, or even conductingof Bills, but also the monitoring of the relevant policy branches, or even conducting

dialogues with such branches; (4) I hope that this Council can conduct a review ondialogues with such branches; (4) I hope that this Council can conduct a review ondialogues with such branches; (4) I hope that this Council can conduct a review ondialogues with such branches; (4) I hope that this Council can conduct a review on

the OMELCO Panels and formally separate the legislative duties from the executivethe OMELCO Panels and formally separate the legislative duties from the executivethe OMELCO Panels and formally separate the legislative duties from the executivethe OMELCO Panels and formally separate the legislative duties from the executive

ones, such that Members of the Legislative Council can be in a better position toones, such that Members of the Legislative Council can be in a better position toones, such that Members of the Legislative Council can be in a better position toones, such that Members of the Legislative Council can be in a better position to

monitor on behalf of the public the administration work of the Government and themonitor on behalf of the public the administration work of the Government and themonitor on behalf of the public the administration work of the Government and themonitor on behalf of the public the administration work of the Government and the

functioning of the various departments; this separation will also have the benefitfunctioning of the various departments; this separation will also have the benefitfunctioning of the various departments; this separation will also have the benefitfunctioning of the various departments; this separation will also have the benefit

of bringing into play the monitoring function of the Legislative Council so that theof bringing into play the monitoring function of the Legislative Council so that theof bringing into play the monitoring function of the Legislative Council so that theof bringing into play the monitoring function of the Legislative Council so that the

executive and legislature will each concentrate on its own domain; (5) finally, Iexecutive and legislature will each concentrate on its own domain; (5) finally, Iexecutive and legislature will each concentrate on its own domain; (5) finally, Iexecutive and legislature will each concentrate on its own domain; (5) finally, I

would like to see in the future a division of staff in the OMELCO, so that Memberswould like to see in the future a division of staff in the OMELCO, so that Memberswould like to see in the future a division of staff in the OMELCO, so that Memberswould like to see in the future a division of staff in the OMELCO, so that Members

of the Legislative Council can have their own staff to help them in monitoring theof the Legislative Council can have their own staff to help them in monitoring theof the Legislative Council can have their own staff to help them in monitoring theof the Legislative Council can have their own staff to help them in monitoring the

operation of the Government.operation of the Government.operation of the Government.operation of the Government.

Mr Deputy President, subject to the five points mentioned above, I Mr Deputy President, subject to the five points mentioned above, I Mr Deputy President, subject to the five points mentioned above, I Mr Deputy President, subject to the five points mentioned above, I support Mrssupport Mrssupport Mrssupport Mrs

Elsie TU's motion.Elsie TU's motion.Elsie TU's motion.Elsie TU's motion.

MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I will not go into detail on what  has been proposedMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I will not go into detail on what  has been proposedMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I will not go into detail on what  has been proposedMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I will not go into detail on what  has been proposed

by the various speakers today.  When the group first began its discussion it seemedby the various speakers today.  When the group first began its discussion it seemedby the various speakers today.  When the group first began its discussion it seemedby the various speakers today.  When the group first began its discussion it seemed

that the opposing views among its seven members would never be reconciled.that the opposing views among its seven members would never be reconciled.that the opposing views among its seven members would never be reconciled.that the opposing views among its seven members would never be reconciled.

It is to the credit of all members of the group that the opposing parties gaveIt is to the credit of all members of the group that the opposing parties gaveIt is to the credit of all members of the group that the opposing parties gaveIt is to the credit of all members of the group that the opposing parties gave

priority to the main objectives of the changes, that is, efficiency and transparency.priority to the main objectives of the changes, that is, efficiency and transparency.priority to the main objectives of the changes, that is, efficiency and transparency.priority to the main objectives of the changes, that is, efficiency and transparency.

Without the willingness to compromise no conclusion could ever have been reached.Without the willingness to compromise no conclusion could ever have been reached.Without the willingness to compromise no conclusion could ever have been reached.Without the willingness to compromise no conclusion could ever have been reached.

It is therefore hardly likely that every Member will be totally satisfied with theIt is therefore hardly likely that every Member will be totally satisfied with theIt is therefore hardly likely that every Member will be totally satisfied with theIt is therefore hardly likely that every Member will be totally satisfied with the

matters proposed.  However there will be many opportunities for Members to monitormatters proposed.  However there will be many opportunities for Members to monitormatters proposed.  However there will be many opportunities for Members to monitormatters proposed.  However there will be many opportunities for Members to monitor

the results of the changes being made and with good will on all sides I believe thatthe results of the changes being made and with good will on all sides I believe thatthe results of the changes being made and with good will on all sides I believe thatthe results of the changes being made and with good will on all sides I believe that

we will reach our objectives, those objectives being transparency and efficiency.we will reach our objectives, those objectives being transparency and efficiency.we will reach our objectives, those objectives being transparency and efficiency.we will reach our objectives, those objectives being transparency and efficiency.

Concerning Dr Philip WONG's problem about the powers and privileges, I would likeConcerning Dr Philip WONG's problem about the powers and privileges, I would likeConcerning Dr Philip WONG's problem about the powers and privileges, I would likeConcerning Dr Philip WONG's problem about the powers and privileges, I would like

to assure him that no further powers are being proposed except those which alreadyto assure him that no further powers are being proposed except those which alreadyto assure him that no further powers are being proposed except those which alreadyto assure him that no further powers are being proposed except those which already

exist under the Powers and Privileges Ordinance.  I would like to thank the Membersexist under the Powers and Privileges Ordinance.  I would like to thank the Membersexist under the Powers and Privileges Ordinance.  I would like to thank the Membersexist under the Powers and Privileges Ordinance.  I would like to thank the Members

who have expressed their support today.who have expressed their support today.who have expressed their support today.who have expressed their support today.

Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have two motion debates in the Order Paper. In accordance withDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have two motion debates in the Order Paper. In accordance withDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have two motion debates in the Order Paper. In accordance withDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have two motion debates in the Order Paper. In accordance with



recent practice, Members have, I understand, agreed to place a limit on length ofrecent practice, Members have, I understand, agreed to place a limit on length ofrecent practice, Members have, I understand, agreed to place a limit on length ofrecent practice, Members have, I understand, agreed to place a limit on length of

speeches and it has been suggested that the first debate be allocated one and a halfspeeches and it has been suggested that the first debate be allocated one and a halfspeeches and it has been suggested that the first debate be allocated one and a halfspeeches and it has been suggested that the first debate be allocated one and a half

hours and the second debate two and a half hours.  Members speaking in the first debatehours and the second debate two and a half hours.  Members speaking in the first debatehours and the second debate two and a half hours.  Members speaking in the first debatehours and the second debate two and a half hours.  Members speaking in the first debate

should therefore not exceed eight minutes in making their speeches other than theshould therefore not exceed eight minutes in making their speeches other than theshould therefore not exceed eight minutes in making their speeches other than theshould therefore not exceed eight minutes in making their speeches other than the

person proposing the motion.person proposing the motion.person proposing the motion.person proposing the motion.

ENERGY POLICYENERGY POLICYENERGY POLICYENERGY POLICY

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD moved the following motion:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD moved the following motion:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD moved the following motion:REV FUNG CHI-WOOD moved the following motion:

"That this Council urges the Government to formulate without delay a comprehensive"That this Council urges the Government to formulate without delay a comprehensive"That this Council urges the Government to formulate without delay a comprehensive"That this Council urges the Government to formulate without delay a comprehensive

energy policy for the territory, which should include important aspects such  asenergy policy for the territory, which should include important aspects such  asenergy policy for the territory, which should include important aspects such  asenergy policy for the territory, which should include important aspects such  as

energy efficiency, the means of power generation and environmental protection, etc.energy efficiency, the means of power generation and environmental protection, etc.energy efficiency, the means of power generation and environmental protection, etc.energy efficiency, the means of power generation and environmental protection, etc.

and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon as possible."and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon as possible."and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon as possible."and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon as possible."

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standingREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standingREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standingREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing

on my name on the Order Paper, urging the Government to formulate without delay aon my name on the Order Paper, urging the Government to formulate without delay aon my name on the Order Paper, urging the Government to formulate without delay aon my name on the Order Paper, urging the Government to formulate without delay a

comprehensive energy policy and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon ascomprehensive energy policy and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon ascomprehensive energy policy and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon ascomprehensive energy policy and to set up an Energy Advisory Committee as soon as

possible.possible.possible.possible.

Hong Kong's energy cHong Kong's energy cHong Kong's energy cHong Kong's energy consumption has grown rapidly, at a rate that is at least 20%onsumption has grown rapidly, at a rate that is at least 20%onsumption has grown rapidly, at a rate that is at least 20%onsumption has grown rapidly, at a rate that is at least 20%

faster than that in the United States, Japan or the United Kingdom, and nearly doubledfaster than that in the United States, Japan or the United Kingdom, and nearly doubledfaster than that in the United States, Japan or the United Kingdom, and nearly doubledfaster than that in the United States, Japan or the United Kingdom, and nearly doubled

over the past decade.  We really need a comprehensive energy plan.  But the truthover the past decade.  We really need a comprehensive energy plan.  But the truthover the past decade.  We really need a comprehensive energy plan.  But the truthover the past decade.  We really need a comprehensive energy plan.  But the truth

is that there is no such plan in Hong Kong.  For instance, there is no plan concerningis that there is no such plan in Hong Kong.  For instance, there is no plan concerningis that there is no such plan in Hong Kong.  For instance, there is no plan concerningis that there is no such plan in Hong Kong.  For instance, there is no plan concerning

energy imports, energy use, energy conservation or ways to minimize environmentalenergy imports, energy use, energy conservation or ways to minimize environmentalenergy imports, energy use, energy conservation or ways to minimize environmentalenergy imports, energy use, energy conservation or ways to minimize environmental

pollution due to energy use.  Nor does the Government have any particular departmentpollution due to energy use.  Nor does the Government have any particular departmentpollution due to energy use.  Nor does the Government have any particular departmentpollution due to energy use.  Nor does the Government have any particular department

for dealing with the energy issue.  Consequently, we do not have an overall energyfor dealing with the energy issue.  Consequently, we do not have an overall energyfor dealing with the energy issue.  Consequently, we do not have an overall energyfor dealing with the energy issue.  Consequently, we do not have an overall energy

plan.plan.plan.plan.

A comprehensive energy policy should entail three main aspects as follows:A comprehensive energy policy should entail three main aspects as follows:A comprehensive energy policy should entail three main aspects as follows:A comprehensive energy policy should entail three main aspects as follows:

1.1.1.1. Energy conservationEnergy conservationEnergy conservationEnergy conservation

In April last year, the Government set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory CommitteeIn April last year, the Government set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory CommitteeIn April last year, the Government set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory CommitteeIn April last year, the Government set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee

which is responsible for making recommendations to the Government concerning how towhich is responsible for making recommendations to the Government concerning how towhich is responsible for making recommendations to the Government concerning how towhich is responsible for making recommendations to the Government concerning how to

improve energy efficiency.  But it only deals with the relevant economic questions.improve energy efficiency.  But it only deals with the relevant economic questions.improve energy efficiency.  But it only deals with the relevant economic questions.improve energy efficiency.  But it only deals with the relevant economic questions.

Having said that, its establishment was indeed the first encouraging step taken byHaving said that, its establishment was indeed the first encouraging step taken byHaving said that, its establishment was indeed the first encouraging step taken byHaving said that, its establishment was indeed the first encouraging step taken by

the Government to show its concern about forming an energy policy.  The committeethe Government to show its concern about forming an energy policy.  The committeethe Government to show its concern about forming an energy policy.  The committeethe Government to show its concern about forming an energy policy.  The committee



has already made a number of recommendations, which are mainly to do with energyhas already made a number of recommendations, which are mainly to do with energyhas already made a number of recommendations, which are mainly to do with energyhas already made a number of recommendations, which are mainly to do with energy

conservation and public education programmes for energy conservation.  I hope thatconservation and public education programmes for energy conservation.  I hope thatconservation and public education programmes for energy conservation.  I hope thatconservation and public education programmes for energy conservation.  I hope that

these excellent recommendations will be implemented as soon as possible.  Thethese excellent recommendations will be implemented as soon as possible.  Thethese excellent recommendations will be implemented as soon as possible.  Thethese excellent recommendations will be implemented as soon as possible.  The

committee has, however, overlooked the efficiency storage and transportation ofcommittee has, however, overlooked the efficiency storage and transportation ofcommittee has, however, overlooked the efficiency storage and transportation ofcommittee has, however, overlooked the efficiency storage and transportation of

energy, matters that require no less attention than the efficient use of energy.energy, matters that require no less attention than the efficient use of energy.energy, matters that require no less attention than the efficient use of energy.energy, matters that require no less attention than the efficient use of energy.

Not only is the wasteful use of energy aNot only is the wasteful use of energy aNot only is the wasteful use of energy aNot only is the wasteful use of energy an economic loss in itself, but the energyn economic loss in itself, but the energyn economic loss in itself, but the energyn economic loss in itself, but the energy

that is wasted adds to the damage and pollution of the environment.  Energy wastethat is wasted adds to the damage and pollution of the environment.  Energy wastethat is wasted adds to the damage and pollution of the environment.  Energy wastethat is wasted adds to the damage and pollution of the environment.  Energy waste

is a very serious problem in Hong Kong.  In 1989, energy waste amounted to $4.9 billionis a very serious problem in Hong Kong.  In 1989, energy waste amounted to $4.9 billionis a very serious problem in Hong Kong.  In 1989, energy waste amounted to $4.9 billionis a very serious problem in Hong Kong.  In 1989, energy waste amounted to $4.9 billion

in value, half of it taking place in the course of commercial activities, mostly inin value, half of it taking place in the course of commercial activities, mostly inin value, half of it taking place in the course of commercial activities, mostly inin value, half of it taking place in the course of commercial activities, mostly in

connection with air-conditioning.connection with air-conditioning.connection with air-conditioning.connection with air-conditioning.

Sixty percent of the energy consumed in Hong Kong is electric power.  TheSixty percent of the energy consumed in Hong Kong is electric power.  TheSixty percent of the energy consumed in Hong Kong is electric power.  TheSixty percent of the energy consumed in Hong Kong is electric power.  The

provision and consumption of electricity are now determined by the power companiesprovision and consumption of electricity are now determined by the power companiesprovision and consumption of electricity are now determined by the power companiesprovision and consumption of electricity are now determined by the power companies

and the consumers, between whom a commercial relationship exists.  From the pointand the consumers, between whom a commercial relationship exists.  From the pointand the consumers, between whom a commercial relationship exists.  From the pointand the consumers, between whom a commercial relationship exists.  From the point

of view of the power companies, the greater the consumption of electric power, theof view of the power companies, the greater the consumption of electric power, theof view of the power companies, the greater the consumption of electric power, theof view of the power companies, the greater the consumption of electric power, the

greater the commercial gain.  They therefore would like to see that the use ofgreater the commercial gain.  They therefore would like to see that the use ofgreater the commercial gain.  They therefore would like to see that the use ofgreater the commercial gain.  They therefore would like to see that the use of

electric power to keep rising.  But this is contrary to the principle of energyelectric power to keep rising.  But this is contrary to the principle of energyelectric power to keep rising.  But this is contrary to the principle of energyelectric power to keep rising.  But this is contrary to the principle of energy

conservation.  For this reason, the Government must quickly implement energyconservation.  For this reason, the Government must quickly implement energyconservation.  For this reason, the Government must quickly implement energyconservation.  For this reason, the Government must quickly implement energy

conservation measures.conservation measures.conservation measures.conservation measures.

For their part, the public do not know how to conserve energy.  For instance,For their part, the public do not know how to conserve energy.  For instance,For their part, the public do not know how to conserve energy.  For instance,For their part, the public do not know how to conserve energy.  For instance,

they have no idea which types or models of electrical appliances are morethey have no idea which types or models of electrical appliances are morethey have no idea which types or models of electrical appliances are morethey have no idea which types or models of electrical appliances are more

energy-efficient or what kind of lifestyle is good from the energy conservation pointenergy-efficient or what kind of lifestyle is good from the energy conservation pointenergy-efficient or what kind of lifestyle is good from the energy conservation pointenergy-efficient or what kind of lifestyle is good from the energy conservation point

of view.  The solution of these problems will have to depend on the Government'sof view.  The solution of these problems will have to depend on the Government'sof view.  The solution of these problems will have to depend on the Government'sof view.  The solution of these problems will have to depend on the Government's

publicity and education programmes.publicity and education programmes.publicity and education programmes.publicity and education programmes.

Many metMany metMany metMany metropolises in the world have policies and strategies for energyropolises in the world have policies and strategies for energyropolises in the world have policies and strategies for energyropolises in the world have policies and strategies for energy

conservation as well as overall energy plans.  Though Hong Kong is a well-developedconservation as well as overall energy plans.  Though Hong Kong is a well-developedconservation as well as overall energy plans.  Though Hong Kong is a well-developedconservation as well as overall energy plans.  Though Hong Kong is a well-developed

city, it is far behind in such planning.  I hope that it will move quickly to catchcity, it is far behind in such planning.  I hope that it will move quickly to catchcity, it is far behind in such planning.  I hope that it will move quickly to catchcity, it is far behind in such planning.  I hope that it will move quickly to catch

up.  For this purpose, the following suggestions are put forth:up.  For this purpose, the following suggestions are put forth:up.  For this purpose, the following suggestions are put forth:up.  For this purpose, the following suggestions are put forth:

(1)(1)(1)(1) Commercial sectorCommercial sectorCommercial sectorCommercial sector

(a)(a)(a)(a) Electric power is the main source of energy used in Hong Kong.  The commercialElectric power is the main source of energy used in Hong Kong.  The commercialElectric power is the main source of energy used in Hong Kong.  The commercialElectric power is the main source of energy used in Hong Kong.  The commercial

sector's consumption of electricity is growing the fastest.  Therefore, in promotingsector's consumption of electricity is growing the fastest.  Therefore, in promotingsector's consumption of electricity is growing the fastest.  Therefore, in promotingsector's consumption of electricity is growing the fastest.  Therefore, in promoting

energy conservation, efforts should be directed initially at the commercial sector'senergy conservation, efforts should be directed initially at the commercial sector'senergy conservation, efforts should be directed initially at the commercial sector'senergy conservation, efforts should be directed initially at the commercial sector's

consumption of electric power.consumption of electric power.consumption of electric power.consumption of electric power.



(b)(b)(b)(b) The United Democrats of Hong Kong would like to suggest that the GovernmentThe United Democrats of Hong Kong would like to suggest that the GovernmentThe United Democrats of Hong Kong would like to suggest that the GovernmentThe United Democrats of Hong Kong would like to suggest that the Government

quickly amend the Building (Planning) Regulation to provide more energy-relatedquickly amend the Building (Planning) Regulation to provide more energy-relatedquickly amend the Building (Planning) Regulation to provide more energy-relatedquickly amend the Building (Planning) Regulation to provide more energy-related

measures.measures.measures.measures.

(c)(c)(c)(c) The Government should implement the recommendations of the working group ofThe Government should implement the recommendations of the working group ofThe Government should implement the recommendations of the working group ofThe Government should implement the recommendations of the working group of

the Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee (EPCOM) and introduce legislation tothe Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee (EPCOM) and introduce legislation tothe Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee (EPCOM) and introduce legislation tothe Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee (EPCOM) and introduce legislation to

regulate the overall heat transmission value of newly completed buildings.regulate the overall heat transmission value of newly completed buildings.regulate the overall heat transmission value of newly completed buildings.regulate the overall heat transmission value of newly completed buildings.

(d)(d)(d)(d) TTTThe Government should expeditiously lay down guidelines for the managementhe Government should expeditiously lay down guidelines for the managementhe Government should expeditiously lay down guidelines for the managementhe Government should expeditiously lay down guidelines for the management

of multi-storey buildings, provide information and guidance to building managementof multi-storey buildings, provide information and guidance to building managementof multi-storey buildings, provide information and guidance to building managementof multi-storey buildings, provide information and guidance to building management

companies concerning energy conservation and teach them how to conserve energycompanies concerning energy conservation and teach them how to conserve energycompanies concerning energy conservation and teach them how to conserve energycompanies concerning energy conservation and teach them how to conserve energy

effectively.effectively.effectively.effectively.

(2)(2)(2)(2) InInInIndustrial sectordustrial sectordustrial sectordustrial sector

(a)(a)(a)(a) The Government should begin by educating and providing technical assistanceThe Government should begin by educating and providing technical assistanceThe Government should begin by educating and providing technical assistanceThe Government should begin by educating and providing technical assistance

to the owners of small and medium-sized factories, which account for the greater partto the owners of small and medium-sized factories, which account for the greater partto the owners of small and medium-sized factories, which account for the greater partto the owners of small and medium-sized factories, which account for the greater part

of Hong Kong's industrial sector.  Most owners of such factories do not have an energyof Hong Kong's industrial sector.  Most owners of such factories do not have an energyof Hong Kong's industrial sector.  Most owners of such factories do not have an energyof Hong Kong's industrial sector.  Most owners of such factories do not have an energy

conservation concept.  The Government may wish to consider providing guidance to them,conservation concept.  The Government may wish to consider providing guidance to them,conservation concept.  The Government may wish to consider providing guidance to them,conservation concept.  The Government may wish to consider providing guidance to them,

teaching them how to inspect their machinery regularly and how to operate theirteaching them how to inspect their machinery regularly and how to operate theirteaching them how to inspect their machinery regularly and how to operate theirteaching them how to inspect their machinery regularly and how to operate their

production equipment properly to minimize energy waste.  The Government should alsoproduction equipment properly to minimize energy waste.  The Government should alsoproduction equipment properly to minimize energy waste.  The Government should alsoproduction equipment properly to minimize energy waste.  The Government should also

assist them in carrying out technical reform for the purpose of conserving energy.assist them in carrying out technical reform for the purpose of conserving energy.assist them in carrying out technical reform for the purpose of conserving energy.assist them in carrying out technical reform for the purpose of conserving energy.

(b)(b)(b)(b) Development of energy-efficient products should be encouraged.Development of energy-efficient products should be encouraged.Development of energy-efficient products should be encouraged.Development of energy-efficient products should be encouraged.

(c)(c)(c)(c) The present regime of electricity charges should be changed and there shouldThe present regime of electricity charges should be changed and there shouldThe present regime of electricity charges should be changed and there shouldThe present regime of electricity charges should be changed and there should

be only one rate of charge for electricity.  This will stop manufacturers andbe only one rate of charge for electricity.  This will stop manufacturers andbe only one rate of charge for electricity.  This will stop manufacturers andbe only one rate of charge for electricity.  This will stop manufacturers and

consumers from using electric power wastefully.consumers from using electric power wastefully.consumers from using electric power wastefully.consumers from using electric power wastefully.

(3)(3)(3)(3) Domestic sectorDomestic sectorDomestic sectorDomestic sector

(a)(a)(a)(a) The Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee should work hard to propagateThe Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee should work hard to propagateThe Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee should work hard to propagateThe Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee should work hard to propagate

information on methods of energy conservation in households.  As in the United States,information on methods of energy conservation in households.  As in the United States,information on methods of energy conservation in households.  As in the United States,information on methods of energy conservation in households.  As in the United States,

a telephone enquiry service for energy conservation can be instituted.  And thea telephone enquiry service for energy conservation can be instituted.  And thea telephone enquiry service for energy conservation can be instituted.  And thea telephone enquiry service for energy conservation can be instituted.  And the

Consumers Council can be put in charge of this work.Consumers Council can be put in charge of this work.Consumers Council can be put in charge of this work.Consumers Council can be put in charge of this work.

(b)(b)(b)(b) The Government should act speedily to devise a system of energy efficiencThe Government should act speedily to devise a system of energy efficiencThe Government should act speedily to devise a system of energy efficiencThe Government should act speedily to devise a system of energy efficiencyyyy



labelling to require labels to be affixed to household electrical appliances,labelling to require labels to be affixed to household electrical appliances,labelling to require labels to be affixed to household electrical appliances,labelling to require labels to be affixed to household electrical appliances,

providing energy efficiency specifications and their functions.  Consumers shouldproviding energy efficiency specifications and their functions.  Consumers shouldproviding energy efficiency specifications and their functions.  Consumers shouldproviding energy efficiency specifications and their functions.  Consumers should

be encouraged to buy the more energy-efficient models.be encouraged to buy the more energy-efficient models.be encouraged to buy the more energy-efficient models.be encouraged to buy the more energy-efficient models.

2.2.2.2. Energy planning and controlEnergy planning and controlEnergy planning and controlEnergy planning and control

In HoIn HoIn HoIn Hong Kong, the Government has done nothing at all about energy planning andng Kong, the Government has done nothing at all about energy planning andng Kong, the Government has done nothing at all about energy planning andng Kong, the Government has done nothing at all about energy planning and

control.  For instance, there is no plan at all concerning how much coal, crude oil,control.  For instance, there is no plan at all concerning how much coal, crude oil,control.  For instance, there is no plan at all concerning how much coal, crude oil,control.  For instance, there is no plan at all concerning how much coal, crude oil,

petroleum or diesel oil we should import.  Nor is there any plan concerning how muchpetroleum or diesel oil we should import.  Nor is there any plan concerning how muchpetroleum or diesel oil we should import.  Nor is there any plan concerning how muchpetroleum or diesel oil we should import.  Nor is there any plan concerning how much

energy we should consume.  Everything is left to the discretion of the consumers andenergy we should consume.  Everything is left to the discretion of the consumers andenergy we should consume.  Everything is left to the discretion of the consumers andenergy we should consume.  Everything is left to the discretion of the consumers and

energy suppliers.  There is no reckoning of the economic cost or the environmentalenergy suppliers.  There is no reckoning of the economic cost or the environmentalenergy suppliers.  There is no reckoning of the economic cost or the environmentalenergy suppliers.  There is no reckoning of the economic cost or the environmental

cost.  Does Hong Kong really have to consume so much energy?  Can it do with a bitcost.  Does Hong Kong really have to consume so much energy?  Can it do with a bitcost.  Does Hong Kong really have to consume so much energy?  Can it do with a bitcost.  Does Hong Kong really have to consume so much energy?  Can it do with a bit

less?less?less?less?

Also, we Also, we Also, we Also, we should have a set policy regarding which forms of energy should beshould have a set policy regarding which forms of energy should beshould have a set policy regarding which forms of energy should beshould have a set policy regarding which forms of energy should be

preferred.  For instance, should we encourage consumers to use more fuel gas at thepreferred.  For instance, should we encourage consumers to use more fuel gas at thepreferred.  For instance, should we encourage consumers to use more fuel gas at thepreferred.  For instance, should we encourage consumers to use more fuel gas at the

expense of electricity?  Should we encourage the greater use of coal gas or petroleumexpense of electricity?  Should we encourage the greater use of coal gas or petroleumexpense of electricity?  Should we encourage the greater use of coal gas or petroleumexpense of electricity?  Should we encourage the greater use of coal gas or petroleum

gas?  The Government should have a policy and plan regarding these questions.gas?  The Government should have a policy and plan regarding these questions.gas?  The Government should have a policy and plan regarding these questions.gas?  The Government should have a policy and plan regarding these questions.

Specific suggestionSpecific suggestionSpecific suggestionSpecific suggestion

The Government should draw up a plan with regard to our overall energy needs,The Government should draw up a plan with regard to our overall energy needs,The Government should draw up a plan with regard to our overall energy needs,The Government should draw up a plan with regard to our overall energy needs,

make projections concerning future energy use and accordingly lay down a long-termmake projections concerning future energy use and accordingly lay down a long-termmake projections concerning future energy use and accordingly lay down a long-termmake projections concerning future energy use and accordingly lay down a long-term

energy policy.  This will change the status quo where the public utility companiesenergy policy.  This will change the status quo where the public utility companiesenergy policy.  This will change the status quo where the public utility companiesenergy policy.  This will change the status quo where the public utility companies

have sole control over Hong Kong's energy growth.have sole control over Hong Kong's energy growth.have sole control over Hong Kong's energy growth.have sole control over Hong Kong's energy growth.

3.3.3.3. Energy and environmental pollutionEnergy and environmental pollutionEnergy and environmental pollutionEnergy and environmental pollution

Energy consumption may spawn environmental pollution.  Hong Kong is sufferingEnergy consumption may spawn environmental pollution.  Hong Kong is sufferingEnergy consumption may spawn environmental pollution.  Hong Kong is sufferingEnergy consumption may spawn environmental pollution.  Hong Kong is suffering

from very severe pollution problems, among which air pollution is particularlyfrom very severe pollution problems, among which air pollution is particularlyfrom very severe pollution problems, among which air pollution is particularlyfrom very severe pollution problems, among which air pollution is particularly

worrying.worrying.worrying.worrying.

The Air Pollution Control Ordinance, which came into effect in July 1990, limitsThe Air Pollution Control Ordinance, which came into effect in July 1990, limitsThe Air Pollution Control Ordinance, which came into effect in July 1990, limitsThe Air Pollution Control Ordinance, which came into effect in July 1990, limits

to 0.5% or less the sulphur content of fuels that can be used by factories.  The resultto 0.5% or less the sulphur content of fuels that can be used by factories.  The resultto 0.5% or less the sulphur content of fuels that can be used by factories.  The resultto 0.5% or less the sulphur content of fuels that can be used by factories.  The result

has been a significant mitigation of the air pollution problem and a great deal ofhas been a significant mitigation of the air pollution problem and a great deal ofhas been a significant mitigation of the air pollution problem and a great deal ofhas been a significant mitigation of the air pollution problem and a great deal of

improvement on the health of those living in industrial neighbourhoods.  A littleimprovement on the health of those living in industrial neighbourhoods.  A littleimprovement on the health of those living in industrial neighbourhoods.  A littleimprovement on the health of those living in industrial neighbourhoods.  A little

addition to the cost of operation of factories has indeed brought enormous benefitsaddition to the cost of operation of factories has indeed brought enormous benefitsaddition to the cost of operation of factories has indeed brought enormous benefitsaddition to the cost of operation of factories has indeed brought enormous benefits

to the general public.to the general public.to the general public.to the general public.



Meanwhile, carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled by technological devices,Meanwhile, carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled by technological devices,Meanwhile, carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled by technological devices,Meanwhile, carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled by technological devices,

which have caused the earth's temperature to rise incessantly as a result ofwhich have caused the earth's temperature to rise incessantly as a result ofwhich have caused the earth's temperature to rise incessantly as a result ofwhich have caused the earth's temperature to rise incessantly as a result of

greenhouse effect.  New technologies are now available for containing this problem,greenhouse effect.  New technologies are now available for containing this problem,greenhouse effect.  New technologies are now available for containing this problem,greenhouse effect.  New technologies are now available for containing this problem,

such as the pressurized liquefied bed furnace and coal gasification.  Hong Kong,such as the pressurized liquefied bed furnace and coal gasification.  Hong Kong,such as the pressurized liquefied bed furnace and coal gasification.  Hong Kong,such as the pressurized liquefied bed furnace and coal gasification.  Hong Kong,

however, has yet to make use of such technologies.  Also, the use of natural gas canhowever, has yet to make use of such technologies.  Also, the use of natural gas canhowever, has yet to make use of such technologies.  Also, the use of natural gas canhowever, has yet to make use of such technologies.  Also, the use of natural gas can

help to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  The power companies are now planning tohelp to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  The power companies are now planning tohelp to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  The power companies are now planning tohelp to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  The power companies are now planning to

introduce natural gas as fuel for power generation.  This will ameliorate theintroduce natural gas as fuel for power generation.  This will ameliorate theintroduce natural gas as fuel for power generation.  This will ameliorate theintroduce natural gas as fuel for power generation.  This will ameliorate the

environmental pollution problem and, though it will make electric power a bit moreenvironmental pollution problem and, though it will make electric power a bit moreenvironmental pollution problem and, though it will make electric power a bit moreenvironmental pollution problem and, though it will make electric power a bit more

expensive, is worth supporting.expensive, is worth supporting.expensive, is worth supporting.expensive, is worth supporting.

4.4.4.4. Role of the GovernmentRole of the GovernmentRole of the GovernmentRole of the Government

The Government should participate in energy planniThe Government should participate in energy planniThe Government should participate in energy planniThe Government should participate in energy planning and show consumers and theng and show consumers and theng and show consumers and theng and show consumers and the

business community how to use energy properly.  It is not desirable to give thebusiness community how to use energy properly.  It is not desirable to give thebusiness community how to use energy properly.  It is not desirable to give thebusiness community how to use energy properly.  It is not desirable to give the

industrial and commercial sectors a free hand in using energy.  They are mostlyindustrial and commercial sectors a free hand in using energy.  They are mostlyindustrial and commercial sectors a free hand in using energy.  They are mostlyindustrial and commercial sectors a free hand in using energy.  They are mostly

interested only in commercial gain and rarely think in terms of environmental problems,interested only in commercial gain and rarely think in terms of environmental problems,interested only in commercial gain and rarely think in terms of environmental problems,interested only in commercial gain and rarely think in terms of environmental problems,

Hong Kong's long-term development interests and needs or energy conservation.Hong Kong's long-term development interests and needs or energy conservation.Hong Kong's long-term development interests and needs or energy conservation.Hong Kong's long-term development interests and needs or energy conservation.

It is incumbent on the Government to formulate Hong Kong's long-term energy policy.It is incumbent on the Government to formulate Hong Kong's long-term energy policy.It is incumbent on the Government to formulate Hong Kong's long-term energy policy.It is incumbent on the Government to formulate Hong Kong's long-term energy policy.

The reasons are as follows:The reasons are as follows:The reasons are as follows:The reasons are as follows:

(1)(1)(1)(1) As the governing body, the GovernmeAs the governing body, the GovernmeAs the governing body, the GovernmeAs the governing body, the Government, unlike commercial institutions whichnt, unlike commercial institutions whichnt, unlike commercial institutions whichnt, unlike commercial institutions which

often consider economic factors alone, is in a position to take economic,often consider economic factors alone, is in a position to take economic,often consider economic factors alone, is in a position to take economic,often consider economic factors alone, is in a position to take economic,

environmental and political factors into account.environmental and political factors into account.environmental and political factors into account.environmental and political factors into account.

(2)(2)(2)(2) The Government's position is a relatively neutral one.  It can use publicThe Government's position is a relatively neutral one.  It can use publicThe Government's position is a relatively neutral one.  It can use publicThe Government's position is a relatively neutral one.  It can use public

funds to hire experts to carry out R&D and formulate a long-term policy.  Commercialfunds to hire experts to carry out R&D and formulate a long-term policy.  Commercialfunds to hire experts to carry out R&D and formulate a long-term policy.  Commercialfunds to hire experts to carry out R&D and formulate a long-term policy.  Commercial

institutions are relatively short-sighted and lack long-term commitments.institutions are relatively short-sighted and lack long-term commitments.institutions are relatively short-sighted and lack long-term commitments.institutions are relatively short-sighted and lack long-term commitments.

(3)(3)(3)(3) The Government is obligated to make public its policy and to seek publicThe Government is obligated to make public its policy and to seek publicThe Government is obligated to make public its policy and to seek publicThe Government is obligated to make public its policy and to seek public

comments.comments.comments.comments.

(4)(4)(4)(4) With a policyWith a policyWith a policyWith a policy in place, the Government will be able to carry it out in place, the Government will be able to carry it out in place, the Government will be able to carry it out in place, the Government will be able to carry it out

comprehensively and adhere to it.  By contrast, commercial institutions will onlycomprehensively and adhere to it.  By contrast, commercial institutions will onlycomprehensively and adhere to it.  By contrast, commercial institutions will onlycomprehensively and adhere to it.  By contrast, commercial institutions will only

give piecemeal response.give piecemeal response.give piecemeal response.give piecemeal response.



(5)(5)(5)(5) The Government can take the lead in implementing the new policy and newThe Government can take the lead in implementing the new policy and newThe Government can take the lead in implementing the new policy and newThe Government can take the lead in implementing the new policy and new

measures and this would set an example for the people to follow.measures and this would set an example for the people to follow.measures and this would set an example for the people to follow.measures and this would set an example for the people to follow.

(6)(6)(6)(6) The Government can introduce legislation to require all relevant sectors toThe Government can introduce legislation to require all relevant sectors toThe Government can introduce legislation to require all relevant sectors toThe Government can introduce legislation to require all relevant sectors to

follow its lead in carrying out the set policy and act properly in energy use andfollow its lead in carrying out the set policy and act properly in energy use andfollow its lead in carrying out the set policy and act properly in energy use andfollow its lead in carrying out the set policy and act properly in energy use and

development.development.development.development.

(7)(7)(7)(7) The Government has an obThe Government has an obThe Government has an obThe Government has an obligation to co-operate with the governments of otherligation to co-operate with the governments of otherligation to co-operate with the governments of otherligation to co-operate with the governments of other

countries in carrying out a global strategy for environmental protection, such ascountries in carrying out a global strategy for environmental protection, such ascountries in carrying out a global strategy for environmental protection, such ascountries in carrying out a global strategy for environmental protection, such as

for reducing emission of the gases contributing to the greenhouse effect and thefor reducing emission of the gases contributing to the greenhouse effect and thefor reducing emission of the gases contributing to the greenhouse effect and thefor reducing emission of the gases contributing to the greenhouse effect and the

destruction of the ozone layer.destruction of the ozone layer.destruction of the ozone layer.destruction of the ozone layer.

For thFor thFor thFor these reasons, it is plain to all that the Government must play an importantese reasons, it is plain to all that the Government must play an importantese reasons, it is plain to all that the Government must play an importantese reasons, it is plain to all that the Government must play an important

and active role in the formulation of energy policy.  The Government must stopand active role in the formulation of energy policy.  The Government must stopand active role in the formulation of energy policy.  The Government must stopand active role in the formulation of energy policy.  The Government must stop

shirking its responsibility.  Mr MAN Sai-cheong of the United Democrats of Hong Kongshirking its responsibility.  Mr MAN Sai-cheong of the United Democrats of Hong Kongshirking its responsibility.  Mr MAN Sai-cheong of the United Democrats of Hong Kongshirking its responsibility.  Mr MAN Sai-cheong of the United Democrats of Hong Kong

will be talking about the proposal to set up an Energy Advisory Committee and Dr HUANGwill be talking about the proposal to set up an Energy Advisory Committee and Dr HUANGwill be talking about the proposal to set up an Energy Advisory Committee and Dr HUANGwill be talking about the proposal to set up an Energy Advisory Committee and Dr HUANG

Chen-ya will deal with the question of relationship between energy and the economy.Chen-ya will deal with the question of relationship between energy and the economy.Chen-ya will deal with the question of relationship between energy and the economy.Chen-ya will deal with the question of relationship between energy and the economy.

With these remarks, I beg to move and I urge Members for their support.With these remarks, I beg to move and I urge Members for their support.With these remarks, I beg to move and I urge Members for their support.With these remarks, I beg to move and I urge Members for their support.

Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, all visitors to Hong Kong are impressed by ourMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, all visitors to Hong Kong are impressed by ourMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, all visitors to Hong Kong are impressed by ourMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, all visitors to Hong Kong are impressed by our

ceaseless energy to do things.  But, we are energy inefficient due to some old andceaseless energy to do things.  But, we are energy inefficient due to some old andceaseless energy to do things.  But, we are energy inefficient due to some old andceaseless energy to do things.  But, we are energy inefficient due to some old and

environmentally unsound methods of electricity production.  Because of itsenvironmentally unsound methods of electricity production.  Because of itsenvironmentally unsound methods of electricity production.  Because of itsenvironmentally unsound methods of electricity production.  Because of its

convenience and cheapness, we do not think twice about how much we use.  A vigorousconvenience and cheapness, we do not think twice about how much we use.  A vigorousconvenience and cheapness, we do not think twice about how much we use.  A vigorousconvenience and cheapness, we do not think twice about how much we use.  A vigorous

and lean energy policy for Hong Kong makes both economic and environmental sense.and lean energy policy for Hong Kong makes both economic and environmental sense.and lean energy policy for Hong Kong makes both economic and environmental sense.and lean energy policy for Hong Kong makes both economic and environmental sense.

Hong Kong's energy demand has grown rapidly between 1978 and 1988 due to our higherHong Kong's energy demand has grown rapidly between 1978 and 1988 due to our higherHong Kong's energy demand has grown rapidly between 1978 and 1988 due to our higherHong Kong's energy demand has grown rapidly between 1978 and 1988 due to our higher

living standard -- electricity consumption rose by 131%, whilst consumption in theliving standard -- electricity consumption rose by 131%, whilst consumption in theliving standard -- electricity consumption rose by 131%, whilst consumption in theliving standard -- electricity consumption rose by 131%, whilst consumption in the

21 member countries of the International Energy Agency rose by an average of 50%.21 member countries of the International Energy Agency rose by an average of 50%.21 member countries of the International Energy Agency rose by an average of 50%.21 member countries of the International Energy Agency rose by an average of 50%.

However, some $5 billion of energy a year is being wasted through inefficient fuelHowever, some $5 billion of energy a year is being wasted through inefficient fuelHowever, some $5 billion of energy a year is being wasted through inefficient fuelHowever, some $5 billion of energy a year is being wasted through inefficient fuel

conversion to electricity, poor design and inefficient processes.  There are noconversion to electricity, poor design and inefficient processes.  There are noconversion to electricity, poor design and inefficient processes.  There are noconversion to electricity, poor design and inefficient processes.  There are no

benchmarks by which energy consumption in government buildings may be gauged.benchmarks by which energy consumption in government buildings may be gauged.benchmarks by which energy consumption in government buildings may be gauged.benchmarks by which energy consumption in government buildings may be gauged.

Energy productionEnergy productionEnergy productionEnergy production



Apart from being the single largest source of air pollution in Hong Kong, burningApart from being the single largest source of air pollution in Hong Kong, burningApart from being the single largest source of air pollution in Hong Kong, burningApart from being the single largest source of air pollution in Hong Kong, burning

dirty brown coal for electricity production is less efficient than other commonlydirty brown coal for electricity production is less efficient than other commonlydirty brown coal for electricity production is less efficient than other commonlydirty brown coal for electricity production is less efficient than other commonly

used fuels.  We should note that the electricity from coal transmitted to a buildingused fuels.  We should note that the electricity from coal transmitted to a buildingused fuels.  We should note that the electricity from coal transmitted to a buildingused fuels.  We should note that the electricity from coal transmitted to a building

represents only about 27% of the primary energy consumed in its production, comparedrepresents only about 27% of the primary energy consumed in its production, comparedrepresents only about 27% of the primary energy consumed in its production, comparedrepresents only about 27% of the primary energy consumed in its production, compared

with 94% from natural gas. Hong Kong's cheap electricity supply offers little economicwith 94% from natural gas. Hong Kong's cheap electricity supply offers little economicwith 94% from natural gas. Hong Kong's cheap electricity supply offers little economicwith 94% from natural gas. Hong Kong's cheap electricity supply offers little economic

incentives for commerce and industry to adopt energy efficient measures.  The Schemeincentives for commerce and industry to adopt energy efficient measures.  The Schemeincentives for commerce and industry to adopt energy efficient measures.  The Schemeincentives for commerce and industry to adopt energy efficient measures.  The Scheme

of Control based on assets employed is also conducive towards energy inefficiency,of Control based on assets employed is also conducive towards energy inefficiency,of Control based on assets employed is also conducive towards energy inefficiency,of Control based on assets employed is also conducive towards energy inefficiency,

since the regulations tend to discourage the use of other cleaner, more efficient,since the regulations tend to discourage the use of other cleaner, more efficient,since the regulations tend to discourage the use of other cleaner, more efficient,since the regulations tend to discourage the use of other cleaner, more efficient,

but less capital intensive fuels.  Under the cover of such a scheme, the powerbut less capital intensive fuels.  Under the cover of such a scheme, the powerbut less capital intensive fuels.  Under the cover of such a scheme, the powerbut less capital intensive fuels.  Under the cover of such a scheme, the power

companies effectively have the monopolistic right to market energy of their owncompanies effectively have the monopolistic right to market energy of their owncompanies effectively have the monopolistic right to market energy of their owncompanies effectively have the monopolistic right to market energy of their own

choice.choice.choice.choice.

I have in the past urgI have in the past urgI have in the past urgI have in the past urged the Administration to explore other alternatives toed the Administration to explore other alternatives toed the Administration to explore other alternatives toed the Administration to explore other alternatives to

efficient energy production.  Based upon available estimates back in March 1990, theefficient energy production.  Based upon available estimates back in March 1990, theefficient energy production.  Based upon available estimates back in March 1990, theefficient energy production.  Based upon available estimates back in March 1990, the

high cost of liquefied natural gas  (LNG) would negate its advantages, especiallyhigh cost of liquefied natural gas  (LNG) would negate its advantages, especiallyhigh cost of liquefied natural gas  (LNG) would negate its advantages, especiallyhigh cost of liquefied natural gas  (LNG) would negate its advantages, especially

its environmental superiority over coal.  I welcome the recent announcement thatits environmental superiority over coal.  I welcome the recent announcement thatits environmental superiority over coal.  I welcome the recent announcement thatits environmental superiority over coal.  I welcome the recent announcement that

natural gas will be piped under the sea from Hainan Island to Lantau and trust thatnatural gas will be piped under the sea from Hainan Island to Lantau and trust thatnatural gas will be piped under the sea from Hainan Island to Lantau and trust thatnatural gas will be piped under the sea from Hainan Island to Lantau and trust that

the economics will make natural gas more viable from the financial point of view overthe economics will make natural gas more viable from the financial point of view overthe economics will make natural gas more viable from the financial point of view overthe economics will make natural gas more viable from the financial point of view over

both LNG and coal.  The environmental pluses over coal are that there will be no ashboth LNG and coal.  The environmental pluses over coal are that there will be no ashboth LNG and coal.  The environmental pluses over coal are that there will be no ashboth LNG and coal.  The environmental pluses over coal are that there will be no ash

or sulphur emissions.  There was no promise of making some of this piped natural gasor sulphur emissions.  There was no promise of making some of this piped natural gasor sulphur emissions.  There was no promise of making some of this piped natural gasor sulphur emissions.  There was no promise of making some of this piped natural gas

available for local use generally and I would urge that every effort be made to haveavailable for local use generally and I would urge that every effort be made to haveavailable for local use generally and I would urge that every effort be made to haveavailable for local use generally and I would urge that every effort be made to have

it made available.it made available.it made available.it made available.

It is important thaIt is important thaIt is important thaIt is important that renewed Scheme of Control agreements should includet renewed Scheme of Control agreements should includet renewed Scheme of Control agreements should includet renewed Scheme of Control agreements should include

reference to the power companies' responsibility for improving the thermal efficiencyreference to the power companies' responsibility for improving the thermal efficiencyreference to the power companies' responsibility for improving the thermal efficiencyreference to the power companies' responsibility for improving the thermal efficiency

of power generation, reducing load growth and making efficient use of generatingof power generation, reducing load growth and making efficient use of generatingof power generation, reducing load growth and making efficient use of generatingof power generation, reducing load growth and making efficient use of generating

facilities.facilities.facilities.facilities.

Energy consumptionEnergy consumptionEnergy consumptionEnergy consumption

UUUUnlike other developed countries where thermal transfer value of buildings arenlike other developed countries where thermal transfer value of buildings arenlike other developed countries where thermal transfer value of buildings arenlike other developed countries where thermal transfer value of buildings are

controlled through legislation, there is no legislation on energy conservation incontrolled through legislation, there is no legislation on energy conservation incontrolled through legislation, there is no legislation on energy conservation incontrolled through legislation, there is no legislation on energy conservation in

the design of Hong Kong buildings.  It is common practice to have the buildingthe design of Hong Kong buildings.  It is common practice to have the buildingthe design of Hong Kong buildings.  It is common practice to have the buildingthe design of Hong Kong buildings.  It is common practice to have the building

envelope designed with no more than a token consideration of thermal transmittance.envelope designed with no more than a token consideration of thermal transmittance.envelope designed with no more than a token consideration of thermal transmittance.envelope designed with no more than a token consideration of thermal transmittance.

Our attractive new buildings are not cost-effective in energy terms, and inadequateOur attractive new buildings are not cost-effective in energy terms, and inadequateOur attractive new buildings are not cost-effective in energy terms, and inadequateOur attractive new buildings are not cost-effective in energy terms, and inadequate

attention has been paid to energy saving measures for building construction likeattention has been paid to energy saving measures for building construction likeattention has been paid to energy saving measures for building construction likeattention has been paid to energy saving measures for building construction like

window glazing, circular design minimizing cooled space and utilization of advancedwindow glazing, circular design minimizing cooled space and utilization of advancedwindow glazing, circular design minimizing cooled space and utilization of advancedwindow glazing, circular design minimizing cooled space and utilization of advanced



air conditioning technology which are significant factors affecting energyair conditioning technology which are significant factors affecting energyair conditioning technology which are significant factors affecting energyair conditioning technology which are significant factors affecting energy

consumption in our buildings.  Since the cost of installing energy efficientconsumption in our buildings.  Since the cost of installing energy efficientconsumption in our buildings.  Since the cost of installing energy efficientconsumption in our buildings.  Since the cost of installing energy efficient

equipment in new buildings is low, setting up appropriate energy standards throughequipment in new buildings is low, setting up appropriate energy standards throughequipment in new buildings is low, setting up appropriate energy standards throughequipment in new buildings is low, setting up appropriate energy standards through

integrated design efforts is a necessary step to take in promoting energy conservationintegrated design efforts is a necessary step to take in promoting energy conservationintegrated design efforts is a necessary step to take in promoting energy conservationintegrated design efforts is a necessary step to take in promoting energy conservation

in new buildings.  Such an energy efficiency code, if it were to be totally effective,in new buildings.  Such an energy efficiency code, if it were to be totally effective,in new buildings.  Such an energy efficiency code, if it were to be totally effective,in new buildings.  Such an energy efficiency code, if it were to be totally effective,

must be given legislative support.  I look to my architectural and engineeringmust be given legislative support.  I look to my architectural and engineeringmust be given legislative support.  I look to my architectural and engineeringmust be given legislative support.  I look to my architectural and engineering

colleagues to assert their professionalism in promoting energy efficiency.colleagues to assert their professionalism in promoting energy efficiency.colleagues to assert their professionalism in promoting energy efficiency.colleagues to assert their professionalism in promoting energy efficiency.

As for energy management in existing buildings, adopting good house-keepingAs for energy management in existing buildings, adopting good house-keepingAs for energy management in existing buildings, adopting good house-keepingAs for energy management in existing buildings, adopting good house-keeping

practices and energy efficient installations would bring immediate cash benefits topractices and energy efficient installations would bring immediate cash benefits topractices and energy efficient installations would bring immediate cash benefits topractices and energy efficient installations would bring immediate cash benefits to

both building developers and tenants.  The Government has already implemented someboth building developers and tenants.  The Government has already implemented someboth building developers and tenants.  The Government has already implemented someboth building developers and tenants.  The Government has already implemented some

low cost measures including the freezing of electricity consumption at the 1989 levellow cost measures including the freezing of electricity consumption at the 1989 levellow cost measures including the freezing of electricity consumption at the 1989 levellow cost measures including the freezing of electricity consumption at the 1989 level

and this should be widely promoted and publicized.  In this regard, local hotels areand this should be widely promoted and publicized.  In this regard, local hotels areand this should be widely promoted and publicized.  In this regard, local hotels areand this should be widely promoted and publicized.  In this regard, local hotels are

leading the commercial sector in installing energy efficient, modern, state-of-leading the commercial sector in installing energy efficient, modern, state-of-leading the commercial sector in installing energy efficient, modern, state-of-leading the commercial sector in installing energy efficient, modern, state-of-

the-art building services systems and in promoting good house-keeping practices amongthe-art building services systems and in promoting good house-keeping practices amongthe-art building services systems and in promoting good house-keeping practices amongthe-art building services systems and in promoting good house-keeping practices among

operational and maintenance staff.  Consequently, our hotels have shown a year-operational and maintenance staff.  Consequently, our hotels have shown a year-operational and maintenance staff.  Consequently, our hotels have shown a year-operational and maintenance staff.  Consequently, our hotels have shown a year-

on-year decline in electricity consumption with a more profitable bottom line in theiron-year decline in electricity consumption with a more profitable bottom line in theiron-year decline in electricity consumption with a more profitable bottom line in theiron-year decline in electricity consumption with a more profitable bottom line in their

financial statements.  The proposed guidance notes on energy management and savingfinancial statements.  The proposed guidance notes on energy management and savingfinancial statements.  The proposed guidance notes on energy management and savingfinancial statements.  The proposed guidance notes on energy management and saving

measures for building managers, however, will not be effective unless there aremeasures for building managers, however, will not be effective unless there aremeasures for building managers, however, will not be effective unless there aremeasures for building managers, however, will not be effective unless there are

clearly visible cash savings. Statutory controls will also be needed.clearly visible cash savings. Statutory controls will also be needed.clearly visible cash savings. Statutory controls will also be needed.clearly visible cash savings. Statutory controls will also be needed.

Public educationPublic educationPublic educationPublic education

Mr Deputy President, I wish to point out that even energy efficient buildingsMr Deputy President, I wish to point out that even energy efficient buildingsMr Deputy President, I wish to point out that even energy efficient buildingsMr Deputy President, I wish to point out that even energy efficient buildings

will not work if users have no awareness of the energy cost implication of theirwill not work if users have no awareness of the energy cost implication of theirwill not work if users have no awareness of the energy cost implication of theirwill not work if users have no awareness of the energy cost implication of their

practices.  To successfully reduce energy demand, publicity and public educationpractices.  To successfully reduce energy demand, publicity and public educationpractices.  To successfully reduce energy demand, publicity and public educationpractices.  To successfully reduce energy demand, publicity and public education

should focus on everyday domestic household activities and graphically portray theshould focus on everyday domestic household activities and graphically portray theshould focus on everyday domestic household activities and graphically portray theshould focus on everyday domestic household activities and graphically portray the

overall magnitude and consequences of current wastage, even though the amounts areoverall magnitude and consequences of current wastage, even though the amounts areoverall magnitude and consequences of current wastage, even though the amounts areoverall magnitude and consequences of current wastage, even though the amounts are

small for individual households.  Energy efficient motivation must be based on costsmall for individual households.  Energy efficient motivation must be based on costsmall for individual households.  Energy efficient motivation must be based on costsmall for individual households.  Energy efficient motivation must be based on cost

savings as well as environmental grounds.  Large energy savings can be made throughsavings as well as environmental grounds.  Large energy savings can be made throughsavings as well as environmental grounds.  Large energy savings can be made throughsavings as well as environmental grounds.  Large energy savings can be made through

the dissemination of energy conservation information and application of existingthe dissemination of energy conservation information and application of existingthe dissemination of energy conservation information and application of existingthe dissemination of energy conservation information and application of existing

technology.  There is a need to fine tune the energy usage by adjusting air-technology.  There is a need to fine tune the energy usage by adjusting air-technology.  There is a need to fine tune the energy usage by adjusting air-technology.  There is a need to fine tune the energy usage by adjusting air-

conditioning, lifts/escalators, lighting levels, and installing computerized energyconditioning, lifts/escalators, lighting levels, and installing computerized energyconditioning, lifts/escalators, lighting levels, and installing computerized energyconditioning, lifts/escalators, lighting levels, and installing computerized energy

management systems.  But the most effective incentive to energy efficiency ismanagement systems.  But the most effective incentive to energy efficiency ismanagement systems.  But the most effective incentive to energy efficiency ismanagement systems.  But the most effective incentive to energy efficiency is

electricity pricing practices -- giving the correct price signals to the electricityelectricity pricing practices -- giving the correct price signals to the electricityelectricity pricing practices -- giving the correct price signals to the electricityelectricity pricing practices -- giving the correct price signals to the electricity

users, guiding consumers to rational choices of energy, and setting electricityusers, guiding consumers to rational choices of energy, and setting electricityusers, guiding consumers to rational choices of energy, and setting electricityusers, guiding consumers to rational choices of energy, and setting electricity

prices that reflect the real cost of electricity production including environmentalprices that reflect the real cost of electricity production including environmentalprices that reflect the real cost of electricity production including environmentalprices that reflect the real cost of electricity production including environmental

cost. Consideration should be given to an energy tax so that the power companies wouldcost. Consideration should be given to an energy tax so that the power companies wouldcost. Consideration should be given to an energy tax so that the power companies wouldcost. Consideration should be given to an energy tax so that the power companies would



not benefit from the environmental cost levied on the public.not benefit from the environmental cost levied on the public.not benefit from the environmental cost levied on the public.not benefit from the environmental cost levied on the public.

To sum up, I would urge the Administration to give top priority to the followingTo sum up, I would urge the Administration to give top priority to the followingTo sum up, I would urge the Administration to give top priority to the followingTo sum up, I would urge the Administration to give top priority to the following

recommendations for action:recommendations for action:recommendations for action:recommendations for action:

---- An energy policy on a globally integrated aAn energy policy on a globally integrated aAn energy policy on a globally integrated aAn energy policy on a globally integrated and sustainable energy use in Hong Kongnd sustainable energy use in Hong Kongnd sustainable energy use in Hong Kongnd sustainable energy use in Hong Kong

should be formulatedshould be formulatedshould be formulatedshould be formulated

---- Cleaner and more efficient fuels should be used by power stations.Cleaner and more efficient fuels should be used by power stations.Cleaner and more efficient fuels should be used by power stations.Cleaner and more efficient fuels should be used by power stations.

---- The proposed energy policy should complement the Scheme of Control for powerThe proposed energy policy should complement the Scheme of Control for powerThe proposed energy policy should complement the Scheme of Control for powerThe proposed energy policy should complement the Scheme of Control for power

companies.companies.companies.companies.

---- Energy efficiency code for the dEnergy efficiency code for the dEnergy efficiency code for the dEnergy efficiency code for the design of new buildings should be eventually backedesign of new buildings should be eventually backedesign of new buildings should be eventually backedesign of new buildings should be eventually backed

up by legislative controls.up by legislative controls.up by legislative controls.up by legislative controls.

---- A comprehensive energy efficiency standard for building management should beA comprehensive energy efficiency standard for building management should beA comprehensive energy efficiency standard for building management should beA comprehensive energy efficiency standard for building management should be

produced and enforced.produced and enforced.produced and enforced.produced and enforced.

---- Funding and proper institutional framework should be given to the EnergFunding and proper institutional framework should be given to the EnergFunding and proper institutional framework should be given to the EnergFunding and proper institutional framework should be given to the Energyyyy

Efficiency Advisory Committee to do research and public education.Efficiency Advisory Committee to do research and public education.Efficiency Advisory Committee to do research and public education.Efficiency Advisory Committee to do research and public education.

---- A thorough programme should be launched to disseminate knowledge of energyA thorough programme should be launched to disseminate knowledge of energyA thorough programme should be launched to disseminate knowledge of energyA thorough programme should be launched to disseminate knowledge of energy

conservation to the Hong Kong public and why it is in their interest to practise it.conservation to the Hong Kong public and why it is in their interest to practise it.conservation to the Hong Kong public and why it is in their interest to practise it.conservation to the Hong Kong public and why it is in their interest to practise it.

Mr Deputy President, uMr Deputy President, uMr Deputy President, uMr Deputy President, until energy conservation norms are established,ntil energy conservation norms are established,ntil energy conservation norms are established,ntil energy conservation norms are established,

electricity will continue to be viewed as a commodity rather than a resource whichelectricity will continue to be viewed as a commodity rather than a resource whichelectricity will continue to be viewed as a commodity rather than a resource whichelectricity will continue to be viewed as a commodity rather than a resource which

should be conserved.should be conserved.should be conserved.should be conserved.

With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.

MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong at the present timeMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong at the present timeMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong at the present timeMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong at the present time

does not have a comprehensive energy policy.  While it is true that a problem of energydoes not have a comprehensive energy policy.  While it is true that a problem of energydoes not have a comprehensive energy policy.  While it is true that a problem of energydoes not have a comprehensive energy policy.  While it is true that a problem of energy

shortage has never arisen, it is also true that we do not have a proper policy forshortage has never arisen, it is also true that we do not have a proper policy forshortage has never arisen, it is also true that we do not have a proper policy forshortage has never arisen, it is also true that we do not have a proper policy for

moderating energy price rises, encouraging energy conservation and protecting themoderating energy price rises, encouraging energy conservation and protecting themoderating energy price rises, encouraging energy conservation and protecting themoderating energy price rises, encouraging energy conservation and protecting the

environment.  Nor is there a proper department in charge of such matters.environment.  Nor is there a proper department in charge of such matters.environment.  Nor is there a proper department in charge of such matters.environment.  Nor is there a proper department in charge of such matters.



I think that, where energy is concerned, the Government should play four roles,I think that, where energy is concerned, the Government should play four roles,I think that, where energy is concerned, the Government should play four roles,I think that, where energy is concerned, the Government should play four roles,

as follows:as follows:as follows:as follows:

(1)(1)(1)(1) To assure adequate energy provision at reasonable costs;To assure adequate energy provision at reasonable costs;To assure adequate energy provision at reasonable costs;To assure adequate energy provision at reasonable costs;

(2)(2)(2)(2) To review regularly the monopolistic trend of the energy market and itsTo review regularly the monopolistic trend of the energy market and itsTo review regularly the monopolistic trend of the energy market and itsTo review regularly the monopolistic trend of the energy market and its

adverse impact on the public;adverse impact on the public;adverse impact on the public;adverse impact on the public;

(3)(3)(3)(3) To encourage energy conservation and discourage the unnecessary consumptionTo encourage energy conservation and discourage the unnecessary consumptionTo encourage energy conservation and discourage the unnecessary consumptionTo encourage energy conservation and discourage the unnecessary consumption

of energy; andof energy; andof energy; andof energy; and

(4)(4)(4)(4) To encourage the use of energy-efficient produTo encourage the use of energy-efficient produTo encourage the use of energy-efficient produTo encourage the use of energy-efficient production processes and the usection processes and the usection processes and the usection processes and the use

of forms of energy that cause the least environmental pollution.of forms of energy that cause the least environmental pollution.of forms of energy that cause the least environmental pollution.of forms of energy that cause the least environmental pollution.

Hong Kong's principal forms of energy are electric power, town gas and petrol.Hong Kong's principal forms of energy are electric power, town gas and petrol.Hong Kong's principal forms of energy are electric power, town gas and petrol.Hong Kong's principal forms of energy are electric power, town gas and petrol.

I think that, for the better supervision of the suppliers of these forms of energy,I think that, for the better supervision of the suppliers of these forms of energy,I think that, for the better supervision of the suppliers of these forms of energy,I think that, for the better supervision of the suppliers of these forms of energy,

the Government may wish to consider taking a small percentage of the electricitythe Government may wish to consider taking a small percentage of the electricitythe Government may wish to consider taking a small percentage of the electricitythe Government may wish to consider taking a small percentage of the electricity

charges, the town gas charges and the petrol tax and using the money to hire expertscharges, the town gas charges and the petrol tax and using the money to hire expertscharges, the town gas charges and the petrol tax and using the money to hire expertscharges, the town gas charges and the petrol tax and using the money to hire experts

to make professional evaluations of the development plans of these suppliers.to make professional evaluations of the development plans of these suppliers.to make professional evaluations of the development plans of these suppliers.to make professional evaluations of the development plans of these suppliers.

On the On the On the On the issue of energy conservation, because the two power companies and the gasissue of energy conservation, because the two power companies and the gasissue of energy conservation, because the two power companies and the gasissue of energy conservation, because the two power companies and the gas

company are growing rapidly through the use of business methods that encourage highercompany are growing rapidly through the use of business methods that encourage highercompany are growing rapidly through the use of business methods that encourage highercompany are growing rapidly through the use of business methods that encourage higher

energy consumption and waste, the Government's role is to encourage conservation.energy consumption and waste, the Government's role is to encourage conservation.energy consumption and waste, the Government's role is to encourage conservation.energy consumption and waste, the Government's role is to encourage conservation.

Also, the Government should encourage these energy suppliers to disseminate publicAlso, the Government should encourage these energy suppliers to disseminate publicAlso, the Government should encourage these energy suppliers to disseminate publicAlso, the Government should encourage these energy suppliers to disseminate public

information on energy conservation.information on energy conservation.information on energy conservation.information on energy conservation.

I would like to point out that one of the advantages of having a comprehensiveI would like to point out that one of the advantages of having a comprehensiveI would like to point out that one of the advantages of having a comprehensiveI would like to point out that one of the advantages of having a comprehensive

energy policy.....energy policy.....energy policy.....energy policy.....

ATTORNGY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President, I think we are below the quorum.ATTORNGY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President, I think we are below the quorum.ATTORNGY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President, I think we are below the quorum.ATTORNGY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President, I think we are below the quorum.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, we will endeavour to correct that.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, we will endeavour to correct that.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, we will endeavour to correct that.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, we will endeavour to correct that.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do have a quorum now.  Mr FUNG, please continue.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do have a quorum now.  Mr FUNG, please continue.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do have a quorum now.  Mr FUNG, please continue.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do have a quorum now.  Mr FUNG, please continue.



MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The advantage is that it will enable consumers andMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The advantage is that it will enable consumers andMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The advantage is that it will enable consumers andMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The advantage is that it will enable consumers and

civic groups to know clearly what the Government's orientation and approach are withcivic groups to know clearly what the Government's orientation and approach are withcivic groups to know clearly what the Government's orientation and approach are withcivic groups to know clearly what the Government's orientation and approach are with

regard to energy and related problems.  They will then have a direction to followregard to energy and related problems.  They will then have a direction to followregard to energy and related problems.  They will then have a direction to followregard to energy and related problems.  They will then have a direction to follow

and perhaps even be able to make better suggestions on specific matters.  Also, inand perhaps even be able to make better suggestions on specific matters.  Also, inand perhaps even be able to make better suggestions on specific matters.  Also, inand perhaps even be able to make better suggestions on specific matters.  Also, in

the formulation of an energy policy, the Government should begin by setting up anthe formulation of an energy policy, the Government should begin by setting up anthe formulation of an energy policy, the Government should begin by setting up anthe formulation of an energy policy, the Government should begin by setting up an

inter-departmental working group.  Civic groups should be invited to participate.inter-departmental working group.  Civic groups should be invited to participate.inter-departmental working group.  Civic groups should be invited to participate.inter-departmental working group.  Civic groups should be invited to participate.

Thus, a wider range of views may be heard.Thus, a wider range of views may be heard.Thus, a wider range of views may be heard.Thus, a wider range of views may be heard.

With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would likeMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would likeMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would likeMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would like

to thank Rev FUNG Chi-wood for his motion, which brings up for discussion before theto thank Rev FUNG Chi-wood for his motion, which brings up for discussion before theto thank Rev FUNG Chi-wood for his motion, which brings up for discussion before theto thank Rev FUNG Chi-wood for his motion, which brings up for discussion before the

Legislative Council, and draws public attention to, the matter of an energy policy,Legislative Council, and draws public attention to, the matter of an energy policy,Legislative Council, and draws public attention to, the matter of an energy policy,Legislative Council, and draws public attention to, the matter of an energy policy,

a matter that has always been overlooked by the Government and the public.a matter that has always been overlooked by the Government and the public.a matter that has always been overlooked by the Government and the public.a matter that has always been overlooked by the Government and the public.

Regrettably, because the matter is not sufficiently controversial, attendance fellRegrettably, because the matter is not sufficiently controversial, attendance fellRegrettably, because the matter is not sufficiently controversial, attendance fellRegrettably, because the matter is not sufficiently controversial, attendance fell

below quorum a moment ago and the meeting had to be interrupted.below quorum a moment ago and the meeting had to be interrupted.below quorum a moment ago and the meeting had to be interrupted.below quorum a moment ago and the meeting had to be interrupted.

During the two oil crises in the 1970s, During the two oil crises in the 1970s, During the two oil crises in the 1970s, During the two oil crises in the 1970s, the Government took some short-livedthe Government took some short-livedthe Government took some short-livedthe Government took some short-lived

energy conservation measures.  Apart from this, it does not appear that there hasenergy conservation measures.  Apart from this, it does not appear that there hasenergy conservation measures.  Apart from this, it does not appear that there hasenergy conservation measures.  Apart from this, it does not appear that there has

been any long-term planning in the matter of an energy policy.  The only recentbeen any long-term planning in the matter of an energy policy.  The only recentbeen any long-term planning in the matter of an energy policy.  The only recentbeen any long-term planning in the matter of an energy policy.  The only recent

development was the establishment of an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee in Marchdevelopment was the establishment of an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee in Marchdevelopment was the establishment of an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee in Marchdevelopment was the establishment of an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee in March

1991.  The committee, however, addresses policy matters only in regard to energy1991.  The committee, however, addresses policy matters only in regard to energy1991.  The committee, however, addresses policy matters only in regard to energy1991.  The committee, however, addresses policy matters only in regard to energy

conservation.  As it enters the 1990s, Hong Kong needs to have a long-term energyconservation.  As it enters the 1990s, Hong Kong needs to have a long-term energyconservation.  As it enters the 1990s, Hong Kong needs to have a long-term energyconservation.  As it enters the 1990s, Hong Kong needs to have a long-term energy

policy that covers energy planning and environmental protection.policy that covers energy planning and environmental protection.policy that covers energy planning and environmental protection.policy that covers energy planning and environmental protection.

At present, Hong Kong has no plan concerning how or how much energy will beAt present, Hong Kong has no plan concerning how or how much energy will beAt present, Hong Kong has no plan concerning how or how much energy will beAt present, Hong Kong has no plan concerning how or how much energy will be

provided or how much energy will be consumed.  The Government is led by the nose byprovided or how much energy will be consumed.  The Government is led by the nose byprovided or how much energy will be consumed.  The Government is led by the nose byprovided or how much energy will be consumed.  The Government is led by the nose by

the public utility companies, which have the complete say over Hong Kong's energythe public utility companies, which have the complete say over Hong Kong's energythe public utility companies, which have the complete say over Hong Kong's energythe public utility companies, which have the complete say over Hong Kong's energy

future.  The most obvious examples are the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the powerfuture.  The most obvious examples are the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the powerfuture.  The most obvious examples are the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the powerfuture.  The most obvious examples are the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the power

plant to be built at Lan Kok Tsui.  After the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant becomesplant to be built at Lan Kok Tsui.  After the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant becomesplant to be built at Lan Kok Tsui.  After the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant becomesplant to be built at Lan Kok Tsui.  After the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant becomes

operational, most of its power will be supplied for Hong Kong's use.  However, theoperational, most of its power will be supplied for Hong Kong's use.  However, theoperational, most of its power will be supplied for Hong Kong's use.  However, theoperational, most of its power will be supplied for Hong Kong's use.  However, the

Government has never had a comprehensive long-term plan in accordance with which itGovernment has never had a comprehensive long-term plan in accordance with which itGovernment has never had a comprehensive long-term plan in accordance with which itGovernment has never had a comprehensive long-term plan in accordance with which it

might be possible to decide whether Hong Kong should use nuclear power, whether Hongmight be possible to decide whether Hong Kong should use nuclear power, whether Hongmight be possible to decide whether Hong Kong should use nuclear power, whether Hongmight be possible to decide whether Hong Kong should use nuclear power, whether Hong

Kong's demand for electric power will really grow so fast and whether there are energyKong's demand for electric power will really grow so fast and whether there are energyKong's demand for electric power will really grow so fast and whether there are energyKong's demand for electric power will really grow so fast and whether there are energy

provision alternatives.  What is more, it appears that environmental and ecologicalprovision alternatives.  What is more, it appears that environmental and ecologicalprovision alternatives.  What is more, it appears that environmental and ecologicalprovision alternatives.  What is more, it appears that environmental and ecological

impact is not an important policy consideration for the Government in energy matters.impact is not an important policy consideration for the Government in energy matters.impact is not an important policy consideration for the Government in energy matters.impact is not an important policy consideration for the Government in energy matters.



For instance, whereas the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the Lan Kok Tsui PowerFor instance, whereas the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the Lan Kok Tsui PowerFor instance, whereas the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the Lan Kok Tsui PowerFor instance, whereas the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant and the Lan Kok Tsui Power

Plant will have a huge impact on the environment, the Government has never solicitedPlant will have a huge impact on the environment, the Government has never solicitedPlant will have a huge impact on the environment, the Government has never solicitedPlant will have a huge impact on the environment, the Government has never solicited

public comments on these projects.  Nor do members of the public or consumers havepublic comments on these projects.  Nor do members of the public or consumers havepublic comments on these projects.  Nor do members of the public or consumers havepublic comments on these projects.  Nor do members of the public or consumers have

a say over whether Hong Kong needs the energy provided in this way.  Therefore, ifa say over whether Hong Kong needs the energy provided in this way.  Therefore, ifa say over whether Hong Kong needs the energy provided in this way.  Therefore, ifa say over whether Hong Kong needs the energy provided in this way.  Therefore, if

the Government wishes to have a long-term energy plan, it should expand the functionsthe Government wishes to have a long-term energy plan, it should expand the functionsthe Government wishes to have a long-term energy plan, it should expand the functionsthe Government wishes to have a long-term energy plan, it should expand the functions

of the existing Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee.  It should set up an Energyof the existing Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee.  It should set up an Energyof the existing Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee.  It should set up an Energyof the existing Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee.  It should set up an Energy

Advisory Committee that would make expert and broadly based recommendations to theAdvisory Committee that would make expert and broadly based recommendations to theAdvisory Committee that would make expert and broadly based recommendations to theAdvisory Committee that would make expert and broadly based recommendations to the

relevant administrative departments of the Government concerning not only energyrelevant administrative departments of the Government concerning not only energyrelevant administrative departments of the Government concerning not only energyrelevant administrative departments of the Government concerning not only energy

efficiency but also such matters as energy planning and environmental protection.efficiency but also such matters as energy planning and environmental protection.efficiency but also such matters as energy planning and environmental protection.efficiency but also such matters as energy planning and environmental protection.

Membership of this committee would include not only officials from the EconomicMembership of this committee would include not only officials from the EconomicMembership of this committee would include not only officials from the EconomicMembership of this committee would include not only officials from the Economic

Services Branch of the Government Secretariat but also representatives of theServices Branch of the Government Secretariat but also representatives of theServices Branch of the Government Secretariat but also representatives of theServices Branch of the Government Secretariat but also representatives of the

Environmental Protection Department, representatives of the public utility companies,Environmental Protection Department, representatives of the public utility companies,Environmental Protection Department, representatives of the public utility companies,Environmental Protection Department, representatives of the public utility companies,

Legislative Council Members, as well as experts and representatives of environmentalLegislative Council Members, as well as experts and representatives of environmentalLegislative Council Members, as well as experts and representatives of environmentalLegislative Council Members, as well as experts and representatives of environmental

groups.  The committee's role should be to assist the Government in the formulationgroups.  The committee's role should be to assist the Government in the formulationgroups.  The committee's role should be to assist the Government in the formulationgroups.  The committee's role should be to assist the Government in the formulation

of a long-term energy policy.of a long-term energy policy.of a long-term energy policy.of a long-term energy policy.

Mr Deputy President, in the formulation of an energy policy, economics is oneMr Deputy President, in the formulation of an energy policy, economics is oneMr Deputy President, in the formulation of an energy policy, economics is oneMr Deputy President, in the formulation of an energy policy, economics is one

consideration.  A more important consideration is the environmental impact.  In Hongconsideration.  A more important consideration is the environmental impact.  In Hongconsideration.  A more important consideration is the environmental impact.  In Hongconsideration.  A more important consideration is the environmental impact.  In Hong

Kong at present, energy comes mainly from the burning of petroleum products.  WhenKong at present, energy comes mainly from the burning of petroleum products.  WhenKong at present, energy comes mainly from the burning of petroleum products.  WhenKong at present, energy comes mainly from the burning of petroleum products.  When

they burn, petroleum products give off carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphurthey burn, petroleum products give off carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphurthey burn, petroleum products give off carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphurthey burn, petroleum products give off carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphur

dioxide and so forth, which pollute the air.  Massive discharges of carbon dioxidedioxide and so forth, which pollute the air.  Massive discharges of carbon dioxidedioxide and so forth, which pollute the air.  Massive discharges of carbon dioxidedioxide and so forth, which pollute the air.  Massive discharges of carbon dioxide

and nitrogen monoxide have already caused acid rain to fall in some parts of Hongand nitrogen monoxide have already caused acid rain to fall in some parts of Hongand nitrogen monoxide have already caused acid rain to fall in some parts of Hongand nitrogen monoxide have already caused acid rain to fall in some parts of Hong

Kong and Southern China.  The environmental problems caused by the burning of fossilKong and Southern China.  The environmental problems caused by the burning of fossilKong and Southern China.  The environmental problems caused by the burning of fossilKong and Southern China.  The environmental problems caused by the burning of fossil

fuels are becoming increasingly serious.  Hong Kong each year discharges 200 000fuels are becoming increasingly serious.  Hong Kong each year discharges 200 000fuels are becoming increasingly serious.  Hong Kong each year discharges 200 000fuels are becoming increasingly serious.  Hong Kong each year discharges 200 000

metric tons of sulphur dioxide, 120 000 metric tons of nitrogen monoxide and 66 000metric tons of sulphur dioxide, 120 000 metric tons of nitrogen monoxide and 66 000metric tons of sulphur dioxide, 120 000 metric tons of nitrogen monoxide and 66 000metric tons of sulphur dioxide, 120 000 metric tons of nitrogen monoxide and 66 000

metric tons of carbon monoxide into the atmosphere.  Much of this is the result ofmetric tons of carbon monoxide into the atmosphere.  Much of this is the result ofmetric tons of carbon monoxide into the atmosphere.  Much of this is the result ofmetric tons of carbon monoxide into the atmosphere.  Much of this is the result of

burning fossil fuels.  It not only causes acid rain; it is also an important causeburning fossil fuels.  It not only causes acid rain; it is also an important causeburning fossil fuels.  It not only causes acid rain; it is also an important causeburning fossil fuels.  It not only causes acid rain; it is also an important cause

of respiratory diseases such as asthma and bronchitis.  Indirectly, it adds to theof respiratory diseases such as asthma and bronchitis.  Indirectly, it adds to theof respiratory diseases such as asthma and bronchitis.  Indirectly, it adds to theof respiratory diseases such as asthma and bronchitis.  Indirectly, it adds to the

cost of health care for Hong Kong's citizens and for the Government.  Therefore, forcost of health care for Hong Kong's citizens and for the Government.  Therefore, forcost of health care for Hong Kong's citizens and for the Government.  Therefore, forcost of health care for Hong Kong's citizens and for the Government.  Therefore, for

solving the existing problems, two approaches are possible.  One is to increasesolving the existing problems, two approaches are possible.  One is to increasesolving the existing problems, two approaches are possible.  One is to increasesolving the existing problems, two approaches are possible.  One is to increase

energy efficiency.  The other is to develop new energy resources.  I hope that theenergy efficiency.  The other is to develop new energy resources.  I hope that theenergy efficiency.  The other is to develop new energy resources.  I hope that theenergy efficiency.  The other is to develop new energy resources.  I hope that the

Government will pay close attention to the fruits of foreign countries' research andGovernment will pay close attention to the fruits of foreign countries' research andGovernment will pay close attention to the fruits of foreign countries' research andGovernment will pay close attention to the fruits of foreign countries' research and

development of new forms of energy and study their applicability to Hong Kong.  Indevelopment of new forms of energy and study their applicability to Hong Kong.  Indevelopment of new forms of energy and study their applicability to Hong Kong.  Indevelopment of new forms of energy and study their applicability to Hong Kong.  In

this way, Hong Kong's energy resources will become more diversified.  The result willthis way, Hong Kong's energy resources will become more diversified.  The result willthis way, Hong Kong's energy resources will become more diversified.  The result willthis way, Hong Kong's energy resources will become more diversified.  The result will

be less pollution and less dependence on any particular type of energy.  For instance,be less pollution and less dependence on any particular type of energy.  For instance,be less pollution and less dependence on any particular type of energy.  For instance,be less pollution and less dependence on any particular type of energy.  For instance,

the side effects of burning liquefied natural gas, compared with fossil fuels, arethe side effects of burning liquefied natural gas, compared with fossil fuels, arethe side effects of burning liquefied natural gas, compared with fossil fuels, arethe side effects of burning liquefied natural gas, compared with fossil fuels, are

much less in terms of the greenhouse effect, air pollution and acid rain.  A studymuch less in terms of the greenhouse effect, air pollution and acid rain.  A studymuch less in terms of the greenhouse effect, air pollution and acid rain.  A studymuch less in terms of the greenhouse effect, air pollution and acid rain.  A study

by China Light and Power Company shows that using natural gas for power generationby China Light and Power Company shows that using natural gas for power generationby China Light and Power Company shows that using natural gas for power generationby China Light and Power Company shows that using natural gas for power generation



will add to the costs of electricity.  But the study understates the fact that burningwill add to the costs of electricity.  But the study understates the fact that burningwill add to the costs of electricity.  But the study understates the fact that burningwill add to the costs of electricity.  But the study understates the fact that burning

natural gas will improve the environment and have a smaller impact on public health,natural gas will improve the environment and have a smaller impact on public health,natural gas will improve the environment and have a smaller impact on public health,natural gas will improve the environment and have a smaller impact on public health,

thus greatly reducing overall social costs.  Will it be possible for the authoritiesthus greatly reducing overall social costs.  Will it be possible for the authoritiesthus greatly reducing overall social costs.  Will it be possible for the authoritiesthus greatly reducing overall social costs.  Will it be possible for the authorities

to introduce this new form of energy as soon as feasible?to introduce this new form of energy as soon as feasible?to introduce this new form of energy as soon as feasible?to introduce this new form of energy as soon as feasible?

Another noteworthy problem is the energy used by motor vehicles.  Though motorAnother noteworthy problem is the energy used by motor vehicles.  Though motorAnother noteworthy problem is the energy used by motor vehicles.  Though motorAnother noteworthy problem is the energy used by motor vehicles.  Though motor

vehicles account for only 12% of total energy consumption, the fact in Hong Kong isvehicles account for only 12% of total energy consumption, the fact in Hong Kong isvehicles account for only 12% of total energy consumption, the fact in Hong Kong isvehicles account for only 12% of total energy consumption, the fact in Hong Kong is

that 44% of all pollutants that affect the respiratory system come from motor vehiclethat 44% of all pollutants that affect the respiratory system come from motor vehiclethat 44% of all pollutants that affect the respiratory system come from motor vehiclethat 44% of all pollutants that affect the respiratory system come from motor vehicle

emissions.  Motor vehicle emissions also account for 70% of the nitrogen monoxideemissions.  Motor vehicle emissions also account for 70% of the nitrogen monoxideemissions.  Motor vehicle emissions also account for 70% of the nitrogen monoxideemissions.  Motor vehicle emissions also account for 70% of the nitrogen monoxide

in the air near the ground.  Therefore, the authorities should encourage the use ofin the air near the ground.  Therefore, the authorities should encourage the use ofin the air near the ground.  Therefore, the authorities should encourage the use ofin the air near the ground.  Therefore, the authorities should encourage the use of

motor vehicles with petrol engines instead of diesel engines.  This will help tomotor vehicles with petrol engines instead of diesel engines.  This will help tomotor vehicles with petrol engines instead of diesel engines.  This will help tomotor vehicles with petrol engines instead of diesel engines.  This will help to

reduce pollution.  The authorities should also encourage the public to use publicreduce pollution.  The authorities should also encourage the public to use publicreduce pollution.  The authorities should also encourage the public to use publicreduce pollution.  The authorities should also encourage the public to use public

transport systems in line with the principle of conserving energy and reducingtransport systems in line with the principle of conserving energy and reducingtransport systems in line with the principle of conserving energy and reducingtransport systems in line with the principle of conserving energy and reducing

pollution.pollution.pollution.pollution.

True, unlike the United States or Japan, a small place like Hong Kong cannot haveTrue, unlike the United States or Japan, a small place like Hong Kong cannot haveTrue, unlike the United States or Japan, a small place like Hong Kong cannot haveTrue, unlike the United States or Japan, a small place like Hong Kong cannot have

an energy plan on a big scale or give massive funding for new energy research.  Still,an energy plan on a big scale or give massive funding for new energy research.  Still,an energy plan on a big scale or give massive funding for new energy research.  Still,an energy plan on a big scale or give massive funding for new energy research.  Still,

it would do Hong Kong no harm to learn from the effective measures used by certainit would do Hong Kong no harm to learn from the effective measures used by certainit would do Hong Kong no harm to learn from the effective measures used by certainit would do Hong Kong no harm to learn from the effective measures used by certain

foreign countries.  For instance, in the State of California in the United States,foreign countries.  For instance, in the State of California in the United States,foreign countries.  For instance, in the State of California in the United States,foreign countries.  For instance, in the State of California in the United States,

there is a law for controlling air pollution.  It limits the carbon dioxide emissionsthere is a law for controlling air pollution.  It limits the carbon dioxide emissionsthere is a law for controlling air pollution.  It limits the carbon dioxide emissionsthere is a law for controlling air pollution.  It limits the carbon dioxide emissions

of energy companies to a certain percentage point.  Have the Economic Services Branchof energy companies to a certain percentage point.  Have the Economic Services Branchof energy companies to a certain percentage point.  Have the Economic Services Branchof energy companies to a certain percentage point.  Have the Economic Services Branch

of the Government Secretariat and the Environmental Protection Department givenof the Government Secretariat and the Environmental Protection Department givenof the Government Secretariat and the Environmental Protection Department givenof the Government Secretariat and the Environmental Protection Department given

serious consideration to legislation for controlling the degree of pollution causedserious consideration to legislation for controlling the degree of pollution causedserious consideration to legislation for controlling the degree of pollution causedserious consideration to legislation for controlling the degree of pollution caused

by energy companies?by energy companies?by energy companies?by energy companies?

At theAt theAt theAt the Earth Summit held in Brazil in early June, 154 countries signed a Climatic Earth Summit held in Brazil in early June, 154 countries signed a Climatic Earth Summit held in Brazil in early June, 154 countries signed a Climatic Earth Summit held in Brazil in early June, 154 countries signed a Climatic

Change Convention.  Both China and the United Kingdom were among the signatory powers.Change Convention.  Both China and the United Kingdom were among the signatory powers.Change Convention.  Both China and the United Kingdom were among the signatory powers.Change Convention.  Both China and the United Kingdom were among the signatory powers.

The summit meeting agreed that all countries should take action to reduce theThe summit meeting agreed that all countries should take action to reduce theThe summit meeting agreed that all countries should take action to reduce theThe summit meeting agreed that all countries should take action to reduce the

emissions of "greenhouse effect" gases.  Though no representative from Hong Kong everemissions of "greenhouse effect" gases.  Though no representative from Hong Kong everemissions of "greenhouse effect" gases.  Though no representative from Hong Kong everemissions of "greenhouse effect" gases.  Though no representative from Hong Kong ever

attended the meeting, still, because Hong Kong is an important economic entity inattended the meeting, still, because Hong Kong is an important economic entity inattended the meeting, still, because Hong Kong is an important economic entity inattended the meeting, still, because Hong Kong is an important economic entity in

the world, the Government has the responsibility to formulate a comprehensive energythe world, the Government has the responsibility to formulate a comprehensive energythe world, the Government has the responsibility to formulate a comprehensive energythe world, the Government has the responsibility to formulate a comprehensive energy

policy.  In this way, Hong Kong will have a specific set course to follow inpolicy.  In this way, Hong Kong will have a specific set course to follow inpolicy.  In this way, Hong Kong will have a specific set course to follow inpolicy.  In this way, Hong Kong will have a specific set course to follow in

discharging its international obligations in the environmental area.discharging its international obligations in the environmental area.discharging its international obligations in the environmental area.discharging its international obligations in the environmental area.

With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.

MR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I have to declareMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I have to declareMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I have to declareMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I have to declare



my interests.  I am a non-executive member of the Board of Directors of China Lightmy interests.  I am a non-executive member of the Board of Directors of China Lightmy interests.  I am a non-executive member of the Board of Directors of China Lightmy interests.  I am a non-executive member of the Board of Directors of China Light

and Power Company.and Power Company.and Power Company.and Power Company.

Hong Kong has no energy resources.  Other than solar radiation for the dryingHong Kong has no energy resources.  Other than solar radiation for the dryingHong Kong has no energy resources.  Other than solar radiation for the dryingHong Kong has no energy resources.  Other than solar radiation for the drying

of washings, almost all of its energy needs have to be imported.  Therefore, withof washings, almost all of its energy needs have to be imported.  Therefore, withof washings, almost all of its energy needs have to be imported.  Therefore, withof washings, almost all of its energy needs have to be imported.  Therefore, with

regard to energy policy, Hong Kong cannot but consider the reality, which is thatregard to energy policy, Hong Kong cannot but consider the reality, which is thatregard to energy policy, Hong Kong cannot but consider the reality, which is thatregard to energy policy, Hong Kong cannot but consider the reality, which is that

we are totally dependent on the international energy market.  Any stir affectingwe are totally dependent on the international energy market.  Any stir affectingwe are totally dependent on the international energy market.  Any stir affectingwe are totally dependent on the international energy market.  Any stir affecting

supplies and prices in the international energy market will have an immediate andsupplies and prices in the international energy market will have an immediate andsupplies and prices in the international energy market will have an immediate andsupplies and prices in the international energy market will have an immediate and

sharp impact on Hong Kong's economy and living standards.sharp impact on Hong Kong's economy and living standards.sharp impact on Hong Kong's economy and living standards.sharp impact on Hong Kong's economy and living standards.

When discussing the matter of an energy policy, we should not forget that, whenWhen discussing the matter of an energy policy, we should not forget that, whenWhen discussing the matter of an energy policy, we should not forget that, whenWhen discussing the matter of an energy policy, we should not forget that, when

the first oil crisis erupted in 1973, Hong Kong's energy supply became very tight.the first oil crisis erupted in 1973, Hong Kong's energy supply became very tight.the first oil crisis erupted in 1973, Hong Kong's energy supply became very tight.the first oil crisis erupted in 1973, Hong Kong's energy supply became very tight.

The use of electric power had to be restricted; the prices of electricity and petrolThe use of electric power had to be restricted; the prices of electricity and petrolThe use of electric power had to be restricted; the prices of electricity and petrolThe use of electric power had to be restricted; the prices of electricity and petrol

increased by several times.  Then, in 1980, the Iranian revolution touched off theincreased by several times.  Then, in 1980, the Iranian revolution touched off theincreased by several times.  Then, in 1980, the Iranian revolution touched off theincreased by several times.  Then, in 1980, the Iranian revolution touched off the

second oil crisis.  The price of crude oil increased threefold, reaching US$40 persecond oil crisis.  The price of crude oil increased threefold, reaching US$40 persecond oil crisis.  The price of crude oil increased threefold, reaching US$40 persecond oil crisis.  The price of crude oil increased threefold, reaching US$40 per

barrel.  The impact of this on Hong Kong's energy supplies and prices was very sharp.barrel.  The impact of this on Hong Kong's energy supplies and prices was very sharp.barrel.  The impact of this on Hong Kong's energy supplies and prices was very sharp.barrel.  The impact of this on Hong Kong's energy supplies and prices was very sharp.

Towards the end of the 1970s, having gone through the first oil crisis of 1973,Towards the end of the 1970s, having gone through the first oil crisis of 1973,Towards the end of the 1970s, having gone through the first oil crisis of 1973,Towards the end of the 1970s, having gone through the first oil crisis of 1973,

Hong Kong's two power companies decided to free themselves from their dependence onHong Kong's two power companies decided to free themselves from their dependence onHong Kong's two power companies decided to free themselves from their dependence onHong Kong's two power companies decided to free themselves from their dependence on

petroleum.  A decision was made to invest heavily in the construction of onepetroleum.  A decision was made to invest heavily in the construction of onepetroleum.  A decision was made to invest heavily in the construction of onepetroleum.  A decision was made to invest heavily in the construction of one

coal-fired electric power plant each on Lamma Island and in Tsing Yi.  It was a boldcoal-fired electric power plant each on Lamma Island and in Tsing Yi.  It was a boldcoal-fired electric power plant each on Lamma Island and in Tsing Yi.  It was a boldcoal-fired electric power plant each on Lamma Island and in Tsing Yi.  It was a bold

decision.  The facts have since borne out the wisdom of this decision of the two powerdecision.  The facts have since borne out the wisdom of this decision of the two powerdecision.  The facts have since borne out the wisdom of this decision of the two powerdecision.  The facts have since borne out the wisdom of this decision of the two power

companies.  As a result of the conversion to coal, China Light and Power Company didcompanies.  As a result of the conversion to coal, China Light and Power Company didcompanies.  As a result of the conversion to coal, China Light and Power Company didcompanies.  As a result of the conversion to coal, China Light and Power Company did

not have to raise the electricity rate for eight straight years from 1983 to 1991.not have to raise the electricity rate for eight straight years from 1983 to 1991.not have to raise the electricity rate for eight straight years from 1983 to 1991.not have to raise the electricity rate for eight straight years from 1983 to 1991.

In contrast, the commodity price index rose by 65% over the same period.  Therefore,In contrast, the commodity price index rose by 65% over the same period.  Therefore,In contrast, the commodity price index rose by 65% over the same period.  Therefore,In contrast, the commodity price index rose by 65% over the same period.  Therefore,

in real terms, the electricity rate declined by 40% over eight years.in real terms, the electricity rate declined by 40% over eight years.in real terms, the electricity rate declined by 40% over eight years.in real terms, the electricity rate declined by 40% over eight years.

The 1990 Iraqi war caused the international oil price to fluctuate wildly.  ManyThe 1990 Iraqi war caused the international oil price to fluctuate wildly.  ManyThe 1990 Iraqi war caused the international oil price to fluctuate wildly.  ManyThe 1990 Iraqi war caused the international oil price to fluctuate wildly.  Many

areas were severely affected, including Japan and particularly Singapore.  Inareas were severely affected, including Japan and particularly Singapore.  Inareas were severely affected, including Japan and particularly Singapore.  Inareas were severely affected, including Japan and particularly Singapore.  In

contrast, in Hong Kong, because the majority of the generators had converted to coal,contrast, in Hong Kong, because the majority of the generators had converted to coal,contrast, in Hong Kong, because the majority of the generators had converted to coal,contrast, in Hong Kong, because the majority of the generators had converted to coal,

not the slightest harm was sustained in terms of the availability or price of electricnot the slightest harm was sustained in terms of the availability or price of electricnot the slightest harm was sustained in terms of the availability or price of electricnot the slightest harm was sustained in terms of the availability or price of electric

power.  Hong Kong was thus able to sail smoothly past the effects of this particularpower.  Hong Kong was thus able to sail smoothly past the effects of this particularpower.  Hong Kong was thus able to sail smoothly past the effects of this particularpower.  Hong Kong was thus able to sail smoothly past the effects of this particular

international war.international war.international war.international war.

With regard to environmental protecWith regard to environmental protecWith regard to environmental protecWith regard to environmental protection, many people are unaware that, thankstion, many people are unaware that, thankstion, many people are unaware that, thankstion, many people are unaware that, thanks

to the use of low-sulphur coal, the quantity of sulphur dioxide discharged by theto the use of low-sulphur coal, the quantity of sulphur dioxide discharged by theto the use of low-sulphur coal, the quantity of sulphur dioxide discharged by theto the use of low-sulphur coal, the quantity of sulphur dioxide discharged by the

power plants into the atmosphere was 40% less in 1990 than it had been 10 years earlier.power plants into the atmosphere was 40% less in 1990 than it had been 10 years earlier.power plants into the atmosphere was 40% less in 1990 than it had been 10 years earlier.power plants into the atmosphere was 40% less in 1990 than it had been 10 years earlier.

If the fact that power production increased by 2.5 times over the same period is alsoIf the fact that power production increased by 2.5 times over the same period is alsoIf the fact that power production increased by 2.5 times over the same period is alsoIf the fact that power production increased by 2.5 times over the same period is also



taken into consideration, sulphur dioxide emission per unit of electricity generatedtaken into consideration, sulphur dioxide emission per unit of electricity generatedtaken into consideration, sulphur dioxide emission per unit of electricity generatedtaken into consideration, sulphur dioxide emission per unit of electricity generated

declined by 80% over the same 10 years.declined by 80% over the same 10 years.declined by 80% over the same 10 years.declined by 80% over the same 10 years.

Mr Deputy President, many civic groups in Hong Kong are resistant to the use ofMr Deputy President, many civic groups in Hong Kong are resistant to the use ofMr Deputy President, many civic groups in Hong Kong are resistant to the use ofMr Deputy President, many civic groups in Hong Kong are resistant to the use of

coal as a source of energy.  This resistance is due to a lack of an in-depthcoal as a source of energy.  This resistance is due to a lack of an in-depthcoal as a source of energy.  This resistance is due to a lack of an in-depthcoal as a source of energy.  This resistance is due to a lack of an in-depth

understanding of the issue.  Coal has an assured and important place in Hong Kong'sunderstanding of the issue.  Coal has an assured and important place in Hong Kong'sunderstanding of the issue.  Coal has an assured and important place in Hong Kong'sunderstanding of the issue.  Coal has an assured and important place in Hong Kong's

energy policy.energy policy.energy policy.energy policy.

With regard to Hong Kong's energy policy, I have the following comments to offer:With regard to Hong Kong's energy policy, I have the following comments to offer:With regard to Hong Kong's energy policy, I have the following comments to offer:With regard to Hong Kong's energy policy, I have the following comments to offer:

(1)(1)(1)(1) Because Hong Kong has no energy resources, it is most important for it toBecause Hong Kong has no energy resources, it is most important for it toBecause Hong Kong has no energy resources, it is most important for it toBecause Hong Kong has no energy resources, it is most important for it to

have sufficient energy stocks and supply sources.  This requires the close monitoringhave sufficient energy stocks and supply sources.  This requires the close monitoringhave sufficient energy stocks and supply sources.  This requires the close monitoringhave sufficient energy stocks and supply sources.  This requires the close monitoring

of the various oil companies' petroleum stocks and supply sources and of the two powerof the various oil companies' petroleum stocks and supply sources and of the two powerof the various oil companies' petroleum stocks and supply sources and of the two powerof the various oil companies' petroleum stocks and supply sources and of the two power

companies' coal purchase policy, so that a certain degree of diversification in energycompanies' coal purchase policy, so that a certain degree of diversification in energycompanies' coal purchase policy, so that a certain degree of diversification in energycompanies' coal purchase policy, so that a certain degree of diversification in energy

supplies can be assured and that the cost of energy can be kept as low as possible.supplies can be assured and that the cost of energy can be kept as low as possible.supplies can be assured and that the cost of energy can be kept as low as possible.supplies can be assured and that the cost of energy can be kept as low as possible.

(2)(2)(2)(2) The assured diversification of energy supplies, particularly energy suppliesThe assured diversification of energy supplies, particularly energy suppliesThe assured diversification of energy supplies, particularly energy suppliesThe assured diversification of energy supplies, particularly energy supplies

for power generation, will make Hong Kong's economy and living standards lessfor power generation, will make Hong Kong's economy and living standards lessfor power generation, will make Hong Kong's economy and living standards lessfor power generation, will make Hong Kong's economy and living standards less

vulnerable to the impact of fluctuations in the supply and pricing of a particularvulnerable to the impact of fluctuations in the supply and pricing of a particularvulnerable to the impact of fluctuations in the supply and pricing of a particularvulnerable to the impact of fluctuations in the supply and pricing of a particular

kind of energy resource.kind of energy resource.kind of energy resource.kind of energy resource.

(3)(3)(3)(3) Attention should be paid to energy economics.  The people of Hong KonAttention should be paid to energy economics.  The people of Hong KonAttention should be paid to energy economics.  The people of Hong KonAttention should be paid to energy economics.  The people of Hong Kong areg areg areg are

becoming more affluent.  Hong Kong can afford some forms of energy that are cleanerbecoming more affluent.  Hong Kong can afford some forms of energy that are cleanerbecoming more affluent.  Hong Kong can afford some forms of energy that are cleanerbecoming more affluent.  Hong Kong can afford some forms of energy that are cleaner

but more expensive.  However, there is income disparity in Hong Kong.  The lowerbut more expensive.  However, there is income disparity in Hong Kong.  The lowerbut more expensive.  However, there is income disparity in Hong Kong.  The lowerbut more expensive.  However, there is income disparity in Hong Kong.  The lower

income groups use little energy and little electric power.  They have neither theincome groups use little energy and little electric power.  They have neither theincome groups use little energy and little electric power.  They have neither theincome groups use little energy and little electric power.  They have neither the

opportunity nor the influence to speak up on the matter of an energy policy.  We mustopportunity nor the influence to speak up on the matter of an energy policy.  We mustopportunity nor the influence to speak up on the matter of an energy policy.  We mustopportunity nor the influence to speak up on the matter of an energy policy.  We must

not raise the prices of energy and electric power to a level that is unacceptablenot raise the prices of energy and electric power to a level that is unacceptablenot raise the prices of energy and electric power to a level that is unacceptablenot raise the prices of energy and electric power to a level that is unacceptable

to them.to them.to them.to them.

(4)(4)(4)(4) Efficiency in power generation should be improved to conserve energy.  ThisEfficiency in power generation should be improved to conserve energy.  ThisEfficiency in power generation should be improved to conserve energy.  ThisEfficiency in power generation should be improved to conserve energy.  This

means the phasing out of low-efficiency generators and equipment.  Also, the use ofmeans the phasing out of low-efficiency generators and equipment.  Also, the use ofmeans the phasing out of low-efficiency generators and equipment.  Also, the use ofmeans the phasing out of low-efficiency generators and equipment.  Also, the use of

new technologies should be encouraged.new technologies should be encouraged.new technologies should be encouraged.new technologies should be encouraged.

(5)(5)(5)(5) Efficiency in using energy and electric power should be improved to conserveEfficiency in using energy and electric power should be improved to conserveEfficiency in using energy and electric power should be improved to conserveEfficiency in using energy and electric power should be improved to conserve

energy.  This means setting energy efficiency standards for electrical appliances;energy.  This means setting energy efficiency standards for electrical appliances;energy.  This means setting energy efficiency standards for electrical appliances;energy.  This means setting energy efficiency standards for electrical appliances;

introducing legislation to require energy efficiency labels to be affixed to allintroducing legislation to require energy efficiency labels to be affixed to allintroducing legislation to require energy efficiency labels to be affixed to allintroducing legislation to require energy efficiency labels to be affixed to all

electrical appliances; laying down energy conservation standards and codes forelectrical appliances; laying down energy conservation standards and codes forelectrical appliances; laying down energy conservation standards and codes forelectrical appliances; laying down energy conservation standards and codes for

buildings; and encouraging or requiring the Productivity Council and the two powerbuildings; and encouraging or requiring the Productivity Council and the two powerbuildings; and encouraging or requiring the Productivity Council and the two powerbuildings; and encouraging or requiring the Productivity Council and the two power



companies to assist the business community in the area of energy conservation.companies to assist the business community in the area of energy conservation.companies to assist the business community in the area of energy conservation.companies to assist the business community in the area of energy conservation.

(6)(6)(6)(6) Environmental protection should have an important place in energy policy.Environmental protection should have an important place in energy policy.Environmental protection should have an important place in energy policy.Environmental protection should have an important place in energy policy.

This does not mean doing away with energy use.  It means striking a reasonable balanceThis does not mean doing away with energy use.  It means striking a reasonable balanceThis does not mean doing away with energy use.  It means striking a reasonable balanceThis does not mean doing away with energy use.  It means striking a reasonable balance

between energy use and environmental protection.between energy use and environmental protection.between energy use and environmental protection.between energy use and environmental protection.

(7)(7)(7)(7) Education on energy matters should be given a place of considerable weightEducation on energy matters should be given a place of considerable weightEducation on energy matters should be given a place of considerable weightEducation on energy matters should be given a place of considerable weight

in secondary education.  This will make young people understand the significance andin secondary education.  This will make young people understand the significance andin secondary education.  This will make young people understand the significance andin secondary education.  This will make young people understand the significance and

importance of energy in everyday life, the necessity of a proper balance betweenimportance of energy in everyday life, the necessity of a proper balance betweenimportance of energy in everyday life, the necessity of a proper balance betweenimportance of energy in everyday life, the necessity of a proper balance between

energy use and environmental protection and the necessity of energy conservation.energy use and environmental protection and the necessity of energy conservation.energy use and environmental protection and the necessity of energy conservation.energy use and environmental protection and the necessity of energy conservation.

Mr Deputy President, energy policy is a very important issue.  Not everybody isMr Deputy President, energy policy is a very important issue.  Not everybody isMr Deputy President, energy policy is a very important issue.  Not everybody isMr Deputy President, energy policy is a very important issue.  Not everybody is

interested in it.  Nor can a conclusive result be arrived at with the exchange ofinterested in it.  Nor can a conclusive result be arrived at with the exchange ofinterested in it.  Nor can a conclusive result be arrived at with the exchange ofinterested in it.  Nor can a conclusive result be arrived at with the exchange of

a few words in this debate.  Even so, I would like to make three more specifica few words in this debate.  Even so, I would like to make three more specifica few words in this debate.  Even so, I would like to make three more specifica few words in this debate.  Even so, I would like to make three more specific

suggestions:suggestions:suggestions:suggestions:

Firstly, electric cars are quiet and clean and are the most suitable for use inFirstly, electric cars are quiet and clean and are the most suitable for use inFirstly, electric cars are quiet and clean and are the most suitable for use inFirstly, electric cars are quiet and clean and are the most suitable for use in

a place as congested as Hong Kong.  Their use will greatly reduce the emission ofa place as congested as Hong Kong.  Their use will greatly reduce the emission ofa place as congested as Hong Kong.  Their use will greatly reduce the emission ofa place as congested as Hong Kong.  Their use will greatly reduce the emission of

health-endangering exhaust fumes on the road.  Because batteries are charged at night,health-endangering exhaust fumes on the road.  Because batteries are charged at night,health-endangering exhaust fumes on the road.  Because batteries are charged at night,health-endangering exhaust fumes on the road.  Because batteries are charged at night,

the power plants can operate with higher energy efficiency.  The Government shouldthe power plants can operate with higher energy efficiency.  The Government shouldthe power plants can operate with higher energy efficiency.  The Government shouldthe power plants can operate with higher energy efficiency.  The Government should

encourage, and assist in promoting, the use of electric cars in Hong Kong.encourage, and assist in promoting, the use of electric cars in Hong Kong.encourage, and assist in promoting, the use of electric cars in Hong Kong.encourage, and assist in promoting, the use of electric cars in Hong Kong.

Secondly, I specifically suggest holding discussions with China, asking it toSecondly, I specifically suggest holding discussions with China, asking it toSecondly, I specifically suggest holding discussions with China, asking it toSecondly, I specifically suggest holding discussions with China, asking it to

supply more South China Sea natural gas for Hong Kong's use.  China Light and Powersupply more South China Sea natural gas for Hong Kong's use.  China Light and Powersupply more South China Sea natural gas for Hong Kong's use.  China Light and Powersupply more South China Sea natural gas for Hong Kong's use.  China Light and Power

Company has signed a piped natural gas contract with China.  Natural gas will beCompany has signed a piped natural gas contract with China.  Natural gas will beCompany has signed a piped natural gas contract with China.  Natural gas will beCompany has signed a piped natural gas contract with China.  Natural gas will be

supplied from Hainan Island to Hong Kong via an undersea pipeline.  The natural gassupplied from Hainan Island to Hong Kong via an undersea pipeline.  The natural gassupplied from Hainan Island to Hong Kong via an undersea pipeline.  The natural gassupplied from Hainan Island to Hong Kong via an undersea pipeline.  The natural gas

thus supplied will be sufficient only for the use of the power plant at Lan Kok Tsui.thus supplied will be sufficient only for the use of the power plant at Lan Kok Tsui.thus supplied will be sufficient only for the use of the power plant at Lan Kok Tsui.thus supplied will be sufficient only for the use of the power plant at Lan Kok Tsui.

The Government should hold further discussions with China.  The Government shouldThe Government should hold further discussions with China.  The Government shouldThe Government should hold further discussions with China.  The Government shouldThe Government should hold further discussions with China.  The Government should

also encourage Hong Kong Electric Company and Hong Kong and China Gas Company to seekalso encourage Hong Kong Electric Company and Hong Kong and China Gas Company to seekalso encourage Hong Kong Electric Company and Hong Kong and China Gas Company to seekalso encourage Hong Kong Electric Company and Hong Kong and China Gas Company to seek

similar arrangements with China.similar arrangements with China.similar arrangements with China.similar arrangements with China.

Thirdly, I specifically suggest that consideration be given to the developmentThirdly, I specifically suggest that consideration be given to the developmentThirdly, I specifically suggest that consideration be given to the developmentThirdly, I specifically suggest that consideration be given to the development

of a liquefied natural gas sea terminal.  This will enable Hong Kong to importof a liquefied natural gas sea terminal.  This will enable Hong Kong to importof a liquefied natural gas sea terminal.  This will enable Hong Kong to importof a liquefied natural gas sea terminal.  This will enable Hong Kong to import

liquefied natural gas from all parts of the world, specifically from nearby Indonesialiquefied natural gas from all parts of the world, specifically from nearby Indonesialiquefied natural gas from all parts of the world, specifically from nearby Indonesialiquefied natural gas from all parts of the world, specifically from nearby Indonesia

and Malaysia.  In recent years, Taiwan has been successfully importing liquefiedand Malaysia.  In recent years, Taiwan has been successfully importing liquefiedand Malaysia.  In recent years, Taiwan has been successfully importing liquefiedand Malaysia.  In recent years, Taiwan has been successfully importing liquefied

natural gas, a product that will have an important place on the world energy stage.natural gas, a product that will have an important place on the world energy stage.natural gas, a product that will have an important place on the world energy stage.natural gas, a product that will have an important place on the world energy stage.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.



DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, energy is a resource that isDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, energy is a resource that isDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, energy is a resource that isDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, energy is a resource that is

indispensable to modern industrial and commercial society.  In Hong Kong, electricindispensable to modern industrial and commercial society.  In Hong Kong, electricindispensable to modern industrial and commercial society.  In Hong Kong, electricindispensable to modern industrial and commercial society.  In Hong Kong, electric

power is the most commonly used form of energy; it is generated mainly by burningpower is the most commonly used form of energy; it is generated mainly by burningpower is the most commonly used form of energy; it is generated mainly by burningpower is the most commonly used form of energy; it is generated mainly by burning

coal, a non-renewable mineral fuel.  Because energy prices are always relatively lowcoal, a non-renewable mineral fuel.  Because energy prices are always relatively lowcoal, a non-renewable mineral fuel.  Because energy prices are always relatively lowcoal, a non-renewable mineral fuel.  Because energy prices are always relatively low

in Hong Kong, members of the business community often do not consider energyin Hong Kong, members of the business community often do not consider energyin Hong Kong, members of the business community often do not consider energyin Hong Kong, members of the business community often do not consider energy

conservation to be worth the time or effort.  They think that energy conservationconservation to be worth the time or effort.  They think that energy conservationconservation to be worth the time or effort.  They think that energy conservationconservation to be worth the time or effort.  They think that energy conservation

is not cost-effective.  They even think that it will be better to develop or importis not cost-effective.  They even think that it will be better to develop or importis not cost-effective.  They even think that it will be better to develop or importis not cost-effective.  They even think that it will be better to develop or import

new forms of energy than to try to save energy.  A Chinese saying talks about thenew forms of energy than to try to save energy.  A Chinese saying talks about thenew forms of energy than to try to save energy.  A Chinese saying talks about thenew forms of energy than to try to save energy.  A Chinese saying talks about the

need to "tap new sources and economize on use".  "Economizing on use" of energy isneed to "tap new sources and economize on use".  "Economizing on use" of energy isneed to "tap new sources and economize on use".  "Economizing on use" of energy isneed to "tap new sources and economize on use".  "Economizing on use" of energy is

also a high-priority need of the moment.  In addition, efficiency in energy use shouldalso a high-priority need of the moment.  In addition, efficiency in energy use shouldalso a high-priority need of the moment.  In addition, efficiency in energy use shouldalso a high-priority need of the moment.  In addition, efficiency in energy use should

be raised.be raised.be raised.be raised.

To attain the above objective, the United Democrats of Hong Kong are of the viewTo attain the above objective, the United Democrats of Hong Kong are of the viewTo attain the above objective, the United Democrats of Hong Kong are of the viewTo attain the above objective, the United Democrats of Hong Kong are of the view

that the Government must first of all improve the presentation of statistics on Hongthat the Government must first of all improve the presentation of statistics on Hongthat the Government must first of all improve the presentation of statistics on Hongthat the Government must first of all improve the presentation of statistics on Hong

Kong's energy consumption.  The Census and Statistics Department annually publishesKong's energy consumption.  The Census and Statistics Department annually publishesKong's energy consumption.  The Census and Statistics Department annually publishesKong's energy consumption.  The Census and Statistics Department annually publishes

energy consumption statistics.  The publication sets out in detail how much petroleumenergy consumption statistics.  The publication sets out in detail how much petroleumenergy consumption statistics.  The publication sets out in detail how much petroleumenergy consumption statistics.  The publication sets out in detail how much petroleum

and coal products Hong Kong has imported over the past year and from what sources;and coal products Hong Kong has imported over the past year and from what sources;and coal products Hong Kong has imported over the past year and from what sources;and coal products Hong Kong has imported over the past year and from what sources;

and it breaks down electric power and town gas consumption into industrial consumption,and it breaks down electric power and town gas consumption into industrial consumption,and it breaks down electric power and town gas consumption into industrial consumption,and it breaks down electric power and town gas consumption into industrial consumption,

commercial consumption and domestic consumption.  But a better presentation ofcommercial consumption and domestic consumption.  But a better presentation ofcommercial consumption and domestic consumption.  But a better presentation ofcommercial consumption and domestic consumption.  But a better presentation of

statistics should include an analysis of supply and demand.  Only with a good graspstatistics should include an analysis of supply and demand.  Only with a good graspstatistics should include an analysis of supply and demand.  Only with a good graspstatistics should include an analysis of supply and demand.  Only with a good grasp

of trade-by-trade energy consumption statistics can the Government make projectionsof trade-by-trade energy consumption statistics can the Government make projectionsof trade-by-trade energy consumption statistics can the Government make projectionsof trade-by-trade energy consumption statistics can the Government make projections

concerning Hong Kong's future energy consumption.  This will be an improvement onconcerning Hong Kong's future energy consumption.  This will be an improvement onconcerning Hong Kong's future energy consumption.  This will be an improvement onconcerning Hong Kong's future energy consumption.  This will be an improvement on

the status quo where the public utility companies have the sole say over the sizethe status quo where the public utility companies have the sole say over the sizethe status quo where the public utility companies have the sole say over the sizethe status quo where the public utility companies have the sole say over the size

of the increase in Hong Kong's energy use.  For instance, the Government may wishof the increase in Hong Kong's energy use.  For instance, the Government may wishof the increase in Hong Kong's energy use.  For instance, the Government may wishof the increase in Hong Kong's energy use.  For instance, the Government may wish

to consider making an in-depth study of the modalities of electric power consumptionto consider making an in-depth study of the modalities of electric power consumptionto consider making an in-depth study of the modalities of electric power consumptionto consider making an in-depth study of the modalities of electric power consumption

by those trades that consume it the most heavily.  From this study, a data bank thatby those trades that consume it the most heavily.  From this study, a data bank thatby those trades that consume it the most heavily.  From this study, a data bank thatby those trades that consume it the most heavily.  From this study, a data bank that

will eventually include data for all trades may be developed.  Then, it will be knownwill eventually include data for all trades may be developed.  Then, it will be knownwill eventually include data for all trades may be developed.  Then, it will be knownwill eventually include data for all trades may be developed.  Then, it will be known

more clearly how energy is consumed by domestic consumers, commercial consumers,more clearly how energy is consumed by domestic consumers, commercial consumers,more clearly how energy is consumed by domestic consumers, commercial consumers,more clearly how energy is consumed by domestic consumers, commercial consumers,

industrial consumers and the public transport services.  Consequently, more accurateindustrial consumers and the public transport services.  Consequently, more accurateindustrial consumers and the public transport services.  Consequently, more accurateindustrial consumers and the public transport services.  Consequently, more accurate

projections can be made concerning Hong Kong's future energy needs, and a long-termprojections can be made concerning Hong Kong's future energy needs, and a long-termprojections can be made concerning Hong Kong's future energy needs, and a long-termprojections can be made concerning Hong Kong's future energy needs, and a long-term

policy can be laid down.policy can be laid down.policy can be laid down.policy can be laid down.

Secondly, to improve efficiency in energy use and thus to conserve energy, theSecondly, to improve efficiency in energy use and thus to conserve energy, theSecondly, to improve efficiency in energy use and thus to conserve energy, theSecondly, to improve efficiency in energy use and thus to conserve energy, the

Government should provide education and technical assistance to the owners of smallGovernment should provide education and technical assistance to the owners of smallGovernment should provide education and technical assistance to the owners of smallGovernment should provide education and technical assistance to the owners of small

and  medium-sized factories, which account for the greater part of the industrialand  medium-sized factories, which account for the greater part of the industrialand  medium-sized factories, which account for the greater part of the industrialand  medium-sized factories, which account for the greater part of the industrial

sector.  As has been said before, most of these owners do not have an energysector.  As has been said before, most of these owners do not have an energysector.  As has been said before, most of these owners do not have an energysector.  As has been said before, most of these owners do not have an energy



conservation concept.  Therefore, the Government may wish to consider providing aconservation concept.  Therefore, the Government may wish to consider providing aconservation concept.  Therefore, the Government may wish to consider providing aconservation concept.  Therefore, the Government may wish to consider providing a

guide that will show factory owners how to minimize energy waste by periodicallyguide that will show factory owners how to minimize energy waste by periodicallyguide that will show factory owners how to minimize energy waste by periodicallyguide that will show factory owners how to minimize energy waste by periodically

inspecting machinery or by using production equipment more properly.  Also, theinspecting machinery or by using production equipment more properly.  Also, theinspecting machinery or by using production equipment more properly.  Also, theinspecting machinery or by using production equipment more properly.  Also, the

system of tariffs used by the two power companies is such that the rate decreasessystem of tariffs used by the two power companies is such that the rate decreasessystem of tariffs used by the two power companies is such that the rate decreasessystem of tariffs used by the two power companies is such that the rate decreases

as consumption increases.  Such a tariff structure indirectly encourages consumersas consumption increases.  Such a tariff structure indirectly encourages consumersas consumption increases.  Such a tariff structure indirectly encourages consumersas consumption increases.  Such a tariff structure indirectly encourages consumers

to use more energy.  Therefore, the United Democrats of Hong Kong think that theto use more energy.  Therefore, the United Democrats of Hong Kong think that theto use more energy.  Therefore, the United Democrats of Hong Kong think that theto use more energy.  Therefore, the United Democrats of Hong Kong think that the

Government should design a system of charges that will encourage consumers to useGovernment should design a system of charges that will encourage consumers to useGovernment should design a system of charges that will encourage consumers to useGovernment should design a system of charges that will encourage consumers to use

less electricity.less electricity.less electricity.less electricity.

Finally, the Government should lay down a policy to encourage manufacturers toFinally, the Government should lay down a policy to encourage manufacturers toFinally, the Government should lay down a policy to encourage manufacturers toFinally, the Government should lay down a policy to encourage manufacturers to

design and produce energy-efficient appliances.  In tandem with this is the layingdesign and produce energy-efficient appliances.  In tandem with this is the layingdesign and produce energy-efficient appliances.  In tandem with this is the layingdesign and produce energy-efficient appliances.  In tandem with this is the laying

down of an energy efficiency labeling system that requires manufacturers to affixdown of an energy efficiency labeling system that requires manufacturers to affixdown of an energy efficiency labeling system that requires manufacturers to affixdown of an energy efficiency labeling system that requires manufacturers to affix

labels to appliances providing energy efficiency and performance specifications.labels to appliances providing energy efficiency and performance specifications.labels to appliances providing energy efficiency and performance specifications.labels to appliances providing energy efficiency and performance specifications.

Hong Kong is a modern industrial and commercial city.  It has a great need forHong Kong is a modern industrial and commercial city.  It has a great need forHong Kong is a modern industrial and commercial city.  It has a great need forHong Kong is a modern industrial and commercial city.  It has a great need for

all forms of energy.  Still, the Government should attach importance to energyall forms of energy.  Still, the Government should attach importance to energyall forms of energy.  Still, the Government should attach importance to energyall forms of energy.  Still, the Government should attach importance to energy

conservation and to higher efficiency in energy use.  It can do so by expanding theconservation and to higher efficiency in energy use.  It can do so by expanding theconservation and to higher efficiency in energy use.  It can do so by expanding theconservation and to higher efficiency in energy use.  It can do so by expanding the

existing Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee, enabling it to function better as anexisting Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee, enabling it to function better as anexisting Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee, enabling it to function better as anexisting Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee, enabling it to function better as an

energy advisory body that will do its advisory duties.energy advisory body that will do its advisory duties.energy advisory body that will do its advisory duties.energy advisory body that will do its advisory duties.

With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.With these remarks, I support Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion.

MR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, on the occasion of this motion debate I shallMR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, on the occasion of this motion debate I shallMR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, on the occasion of this motion debate I shallMR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, on the occasion of this motion debate I shall

concentrate upon energy efficiency in relation to building design.  Energyconcentrate upon energy efficiency in relation to building design.  Energyconcentrate upon energy efficiency in relation to building design.  Energyconcentrate upon energy efficiency in relation to building design.  Energy

efficiency has been generally considered in economic terms but actually unnecessaryefficiency has been generally considered in economic terms but actually unnecessaryefficiency has been generally considered in economic terms but actually unnecessaryefficiency has been generally considered in economic terms but actually unnecessary

increase in usage of energy is a cause for global warming, as well as otherincrease in usage of energy is a cause for global warming, as well as otherincrease in usage of energy is a cause for global warming, as well as otherincrease in usage of energy is a cause for global warming, as well as other

environmental concerns.  There is thus a need to focus our attention on energyenvironmental concerns.  There is thus a need to focus our attention on energyenvironmental concerns.  There is thus a need to focus our attention on energyenvironmental concerns.  There is thus a need to focus our attention on energy

efficiency in building design, in terms of physical design, use of cladding material,efficiency in building design, in terms of physical design, use of cladding material,efficiency in building design, in terms of physical design, use of cladding material,efficiency in building design, in terms of physical design, use of cladding material,

as well as building services system design.as well as building services system design.as well as building services system design.as well as building services system design.

As part of the Government's attention on energy, I understand that an EnergyAs part of the Government's attention on energy, I understand that an EnergyAs part of the Government's attention on energy, I understand that an EnergyAs part of the Government's attention on energy, I understand that an Energy

Efficiency Advisory Committee was set up in April 1991, and the Committee has proposedEfficiency Advisory Committee was set up in April 1991, and the Committee has proposedEfficiency Advisory Committee was set up in April 1991, and the Committee has proposedEfficiency Advisory Committee was set up in April 1991, and the Committee has proposed

a number of measures, both short and long terms, to bring about improvement in energya number of measures, both short and long terms, to bring about improvement in energya number of measures, both short and long terms, to bring about improvement in energya number of measures, both short and long terms, to bring about improvement in energy

efficiency in Hong Kong. Hopefully, these proposals will be helpful to enable theefficiency in Hong Kong. Hopefully, these proposals will be helpful to enable theefficiency in Hong Kong. Hopefully, these proposals will be helpful to enable theefficiency in Hong Kong. Hopefully, these proposals will be helpful to enable the

Government to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy.  I welcome theGovernment to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy.  I welcome theGovernment to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy.  I welcome theGovernment to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy.  I welcome the

general recommendations of the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee but in thegeneral recommendations of the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee but in thegeneral recommendations of the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee but in thegeneral recommendations of the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee but in the

absence of a copy of the Committee's report, I wish to make a few observations.absence of a copy of the Committee's report, I wish to make a few observations.absence of a copy of the Committee's report, I wish to make a few observations.absence of a copy of the Committee's report, I wish to make a few observations.



I understand that a handbook on Overall Thermal Transfer Value (OTTV) ControlsI understand that a handbook on Overall Thermal Transfer Value (OTTV) ControlsI understand that a handbook on Overall Thermal Transfer Value (OTTV) ControlsI understand that a handbook on Overall Thermal Transfer Value (OTTV) Controls

for new commercial and hotel buildings will be published, and that initially thefor new commercial and hotel buildings will be published, and that initially thefor new commercial and hotel buildings will be published, and that initially thefor new commercial and hotel buildings will be published, and that initially the

handbook would be treated as a consultative document and a guide for building design.handbook would be treated as a consultative document and a guide for building design.handbook would be treated as a consultative document and a guide for building design.handbook would be treated as a consultative document and a guide for building design.

After a reasonably lengthy trial period and with suitable refinement to the OTTVAfter a reasonably lengthy trial period and with suitable refinement to the OTTVAfter a reasonably lengthy trial period and with suitable refinement to the OTTVAfter a reasonably lengthy trial period and with suitable refinement to the OTTV

standards, it was the intention of the Government that statutory controls would bestandards, it was the intention of the Government that statutory controls would bestandards, it was the intention of the Government that statutory controls would bestandards, it was the intention of the Government that statutory controls would be

introduced.introduced.introduced.introduced.

The establishment of OTTV standards is to be welcomed; indeed many of the higherThe establishment of OTTV standards is to be welcomed; indeed many of the higherThe establishment of OTTV standards is to be welcomed; indeed many of the higherThe establishment of OTTV standards is to be welcomed; indeed many of the higher

grades of commercial buildings and hotel buildings in Hong Kong have already beengrades of commercial buildings and hotel buildings in Hong Kong have already beengrades of commercial buildings and hotel buildings in Hong Kong have already beengrades of commercial buildings and hotel buildings in Hong Kong have already been

designed with OTTV standards in mind, especially for buildings developed by ownersdesigned with OTTV standards in mind, especially for buildings developed by ownersdesigned with OTTV standards in mind, especially for buildings developed by ownersdesigned with OTTV standards in mind, especially for buildings developed by owners

who have a long-term interest in the recurrent cost of managing the buildings.who have a long-term interest in the recurrent cost of managing the buildings.who have a long-term interest in the recurrent cost of managing the buildings.who have a long-term interest in the recurrent cost of managing the buildings.

However, initially, in order for the trial to be successful and to encourage the widestHowever, initially, in order for the trial to be successful and to encourage the widestHowever, initially, in order for the trial to be successful and to encourage the widestHowever, initially, in order for the trial to be successful and to encourage the widest

voluntary compliance, a realistic OTTV must be set.  I have been informed that thevoluntary compliance, a realistic OTTV must be set.  I have been informed that thevoluntary compliance, a realistic OTTV must be set.  I have been informed that thevoluntary compliance, a realistic OTTV must be set.  I have been informed that the

committee has asked for an OTTV of 16 W/m2 for external walls.  This, I submit, iscommittee has asked for an OTTV of 16 W/m2 for external walls.  This, I submit, iscommittee has asked for an OTTV of 16 W/m2 for external walls.  This, I submit, iscommittee has asked for an OTTV of 16 W/m2 for external walls.  This, I submit, is

too stringent for Hong Kong.  As an example, the requirement is two times moretoo stringent for Hong Kong.  As an example, the requirement is two times moretoo stringent for Hong Kong.  As an example, the requirement is two times moretoo stringent for Hong Kong.  As an example, the requirement is two times more

stringent than the standard required by the Building Code in Singapore for commercialstringent than the standard required by the Building Code in Singapore for commercialstringent than the standard required by the Building Code in Singapore for commercialstringent than the standard required by the Building Code in Singapore for commercial

buildings; the latter requires only 30 W/m2. My opinion is supported by the Hong Kongbuildings; the latter requires only 30 W/m2. My opinion is supported by the Hong Kongbuildings; the latter requires only 30 W/m2. My opinion is supported by the Hong Kongbuildings; the latter requires only 30 W/m2. My opinion is supported by the Hong Kong

Institute of Architects whose representative on the Energy Efficiency AdvisoryInstitute of Architects whose representative on the Energy Efficiency AdvisoryInstitute of Architects whose representative on the Energy Efficiency AdvisoryInstitute of Architects whose representative on the Energy Efficiency Advisory

Committee has objected to the Committee's proposal.Committee has objected to the Committee's proposal.Committee has objected to the Committee's proposal.Committee has objected to the Committee's proposal.

The resThe resThe resThe result of setting an unrealistically high OTTV for trial is that it willult of setting an unrealistically high OTTV for trial is that it willult of setting an unrealistically high OTTV for trial is that it willult of setting an unrealistically high OTTV for trial is that it will

discourage general compliance and the result of the trial will not be representativediscourage general compliance and the result of the trial will not be representativediscourage general compliance and the result of the trial will not be representativediscourage general compliance and the result of the trial will not be representative

of the full effects.  If such unrealistic levels were to become mandatory later on,of the full effects.  If such unrealistic levels were to become mandatory later on,of the full effects.  If such unrealistic levels were to become mandatory later on,of the full effects.  If such unrealistic levels were to become mandatory later on,

the results would either lead to buildings with extremely small windows at the expensethe results would either lead to buildings with extremely small windows at the expensethe results would either lead to buildings with extremely small windows at the expensethe results would either lead to buildings with extremely small windows at the expense

of light, natural ventilation and view, for that would be the cheapest solution.  Itof light, natural ventilation and view, for that would be the cheapest solution.  Itof light, natural ventilation and view, for that would be the cheapest solution.  Itof light, natural ventilation and view, for that would be the cheapest solution.  It

is interesting to note that a hypothetical study has shown that the resultant windowis interesting to note that a hypothetical study has shown that the resultant windowis interesting to note that a hypothetical study has shown that the resultant windowis interesting to note that a hypothetical study has shown that the resultant window

area to floor area ratio would be below 7.29%, which is below the minimum requiredarea to floor area ratio would be below 7.29%, which is below the minimum requiredarea to floor area ratio would be below 7.29%, which is below the minimum requiredarea to floor area ratio would be below 7.29%, which is below the minimum required

by the Building (Planning) Regulations.  The other solution would of course be theby the Building (Planning) Regulations.  The other solution would of course be theby the Building (Planning) Regulations.  The other solution would of course be theby the Building (Planning) Regulations.  The other solution would of course be the

use of very expensive glazing material and insulation panels, which would not be ause of very expensive glazing material and insulation panels, which would not be ause of very expensive glazing material and insulation panels, which would not be ause of very expensive glazing material and insulation panels, which would not be a

solution adopted by many developers.solution adopted by many developers.solution adopted by many developers.solution adopted by many developers.

Total energy consumption due to heat load on the skin of the building is a smallTotal energy consumption due to heat load on the skin of the building is a smallTotal energy consumption due to heat load on the skin of the building is a smallTotal energy consumption due to heat load on the skin of the building is a small

percentage of the total cooling load, and the saving in energy consumption due topercentage of the total cooling load, and the saving in energy consumption due topercentage of the total cooling load, and the saving in energy consumption due topercentage of the total cooling load, and the saving in energy consumption due to

OTTV is even smaller, which is not to say that it is not something that developers,OTTV is even smaller, which is not to say that it is not something that developers,OTTV is even smaller, which is not to say that it is not something that developers,OTTV is even smaller, which is not to say that it is not something that developers,

architects and engineers should not strive for.architects and engineers should not strive for.architects and engineers should not strive for.architects and engineers should not strive for.

I would therefore urge that in establishing guidelines for energy efficiency inI would therefore urge that in establishing guidelines for energy efficiency inI would therefore urge that in establishing guidelines for energy efficiency inI would therefore urge that in establishing guidelines for energy efficiency in



building design, a more comprehensive view should be taken which would have morebuilding design, a more comprehensive view should be taken which would have morebuilding design, a more comprehensive view should be taken which would have morebuilding design, a more comprehensive view should be taken which would have more

practical and economical solutions without sacrificing architectural design.  Wepractical and economical solutions without sacrificing architectural design.  Wepractical and economical solutions without sacrificing architectural design.  Wepractical and economical solutions without sacrificing architectural design.  We

should encourage more building designs with better sun control and shading.  Atshould encourage more building designs with better sun control and shading.  Atshould encourage more building designs with better sun control and shading.  Atshould encourage more building designs with better sun control and shading.  At

present, because of the very tight control by the Building Authority on architecturalpresent, because of the very tight control by the Building Authority on architecturalpresent, because of the very tight control by the Building Authority on architecturalpresent, because of the very tight control by the Building Authority on architectural

features or projections on the face of buildings, owners and architects arefeatures or projections on the face of buildings, owners and architects arefeatures or projections on the face of buildings, owners and architects arefeatures or projections on the face of buildings, owners and architects are

discouraged to incorporate sun-shading features on buildings as such.  Not only mustdiscouraged to incorporate sun-shading features on buildings as such.  Not only mustdiscouraged to incorporate sun-shading features on buildings as such.  Not only mustdiscouraged to incorporate sun-shading features on buildings as such.  Not only must

these features not be discouraged, they should be positively encouraged by means ofthese features not be discouraged, they should be positively encouraged by means ofthese features not be discouraged, they should be positively encouraged by means ofthese features not be discouraged, they should be positively encouraged by means of

incentives, such as bonus plot ratio.incentives, such as bonus plot ratio.incentives, such as bonus plot ratio.incentives, such as bonus plot ratio.

Another aspect is Another aspect is Another aspect is Another aspect is building services design.  As most buildings in Hong Kong arebuilding services design.  As most buildings in Hong Kong arebuilding services design.  As most buildings in Hong Kong arebuilding services design.  As most buildings in Hong Kong are

air-conditioned, energy consumption due to air-conditioning is significant.  Hence,air-conditioned, energy consumption due to air-conditioning is significant.  Hence,air-conditioned, energy consumption due to air-conditioning is significant.  Hence,air-conditioned, energy consumption due to air-conditioning is significant.  Hence,

efficiency in air-conditioning design can achieve very major savings in energyefficiency in air-conditioning design can achieve very major savings in energyefficiency in air-conditioning design can achieve very major savings in energyefficiency in air-conditioning design can achieve very major savings in energy

consumption.  As Members may know, with very few exceptions, central air-consumption.  As Members may know, with very few exceptions, central air-consumption.  As Members may know, with very few exceptions, central air-consumption.  As Members may know, with very few exceptions, central air-

conditioning systems in Hong Kong are air-cooled due to the prohibition of usingconditioning systems in Hong Kong are air-cooled due to the prohibition of usingconditioning systems in Hong Kong are air-cooled due to the prohibition of usingconditioning systems in Hong Kong are air-cooled due to the prohibition of using

government water supply for cooling, whilst water-cooled systems can save energygovernment water supply for cooling, whilst water-cooled systems can save energygovernment water supply for cooling, whilst water-cooled systems can save energygovernment water supply for cooling, whilst water-cooled systems can save energy

consumption up to 50%.consumption up to 50%.consumption up to 50%.consumption up to 50%.

In planning for building deIn planning for building deIn planning for building deIn planning for building development in the new reclamation areas, the Governmentvelopment in the new reclamation areas, the Governmentvelopment in the new reclamation areas, the Governmentvelopment in the new reclamation areas, the Government

should plan for the provision of sea water intakes, pump-houses and common sea watershould plan for the provision of sea water intakes, pump-houses and common sea watershould plan for the provision of sea water intakes, pump-houses and common sea watershould plan for the provision of sea water intakes, pump-houses and common sea water

pipe service tunnels to facilitate water-cooled systems for private developments.pipe service tunnels to facilitate water-cooled systems for private developments.pipe service tunnels to facilitate water-cooled systems for private developments.pipe service tunnels to facilitate water-cooled systems for private developments.

Mr Deputy President, in conclusiMr Deputy President, in conclusiMr Deputy President, in conclusiMr Deputy President, in conclusion, I strongly support energy efficiency inon, I strongly support energy efficiency inon, I strongly support energy efficiency inon, I strongly support energy efficiency in

building design but urge for a comprehensive approach as well as realistic levels,building design but urge for a comprehensive approach as well as realistic levels,building design but urge for a comprehensive approach as well as realistic levels,building design but urge for a comprehensive approach as well as realistic levels,

especially as an initial first step.especially as an initial first step.especially as an initial first step.especially as an initial first step.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

DR SAMUEL WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I intend to speak on two pointsDR SAMUEL WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I intend to speak on two pointsDR SAMUEL WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I intend to speak on two pointsDR SAMUEL WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I intend to speak on two points

only.  The first point is about what kind of an energy policy we should adopt.  Theonly.  The first point is about what kind of an energy policy we should adopt.  Theonly.  The first point is about what kind of an energy policy we should adopt.  Theonly.  The first point is about what kind of an energy policy we should adopt.  The

second is the point about the Government's obligation and commitment to this policy.second is the point about the Government's obligation and commitment to this policy.second is the point about the Government's obligation and commitment to this policy.second is the point about the Government's obligation and commitment to this policy.

Many countries have made eMany countries have made eMany countries have made eMany countries have made energy policies.  France made its energy policy longnergy policies.  France made its energy policy longnergy policies.  France made its energy policy longnergy policies.  France made its energy policy long

ago, in 1928.  Germany made it in 1970.  In the United Kingdom, the formulation ofago, in 1928.  Germany made it in 1970.  In the United Kingdom, the formulation ofago, in 1928.  Germany made it in 1970.  In the United Kingdom, the formulation ofago, in 1928.  Germany made it in 1970.  In the United Kingdom, the formulation of

an energy policy is still in the discussion stage.  Was it by accident that Francean energy policy is still in the discussion stage.  Was it by accident that Francean energy policy is still in the discussion stage.  Was it by accident that Francean energy policy is still in the discussion stage.  Was it by accident that France

decided to use less mineral fuel for electric power generation?  France has alreadydecided to use less mineral fuel for electric power generation?  France has alreadydecided to use less mineral fuel for electric power generation?  France has alreadydecided to use less mineral fuel for electric power generation?  France has already

reduced the use of mineral fuel by so much that only 10% of its total electric powerreduced the use of mineral fuel by so much that only 10% of its total electric powerreduced the use of mineral fuel by so much that only 10% of its total electric powerreduced the use of mineral fuel by so much that only 10% of its total electric power

supply is generated with it.  In contrast, mineral fuel is used to generate 61% ofsupply is generated with it.  In contrast, mineral fuel is used to generate 61% ofsupply is generated with it.  In contrast, mineral fuel is used to generate 61% ofsupply is generated with it.  In contrast, mineral fuel is used to generate 61% of



Germany's total electric power supply and 77% of the United Kingdom's.  Hong KongGermany's total electric power supply and 77% of the United Kingdom's.  Hong KongGermany's total electric power supply and 77% of the United Kingdom's.  Hong KongGermany's total electric power supply and 77% of the United Kingdom's.  Hong Kong

uses mineral fuel to generate all of its electric power supply.  The energy policiesuses mineral fuel to generate all of its electric power supply.  The energy policiesuses mineral fuel to generate all of its electric power supply.  The energy policiesuses mineral fuel to generate all of its electric power supply.  The energy policies

of many countries set major goals.  Here is one example: "With due consideration ofof many countries set major goals.  Here is one example: "With due consideration ofof many countries set major goals.  Here is one example: "With due consideration ofof many countries set major goals.  Here is one example: "With due consideration of

environmental factors, and subject to assured reasonable benefits to society fromenvironmental factors, and subject to assured reasonable benefits to society fromenvironmental factors, and subject to assured reasonable benefits to society fromenvironmental factors, and subject to assured reasonable benefits to society from

the different forms of energy used, to enable the energy community to supply energythe different forms of energy used, to enable the energy community to supply energythe different forms of energy used, to enable the energy community to supply energythe different forms of energy used, to enable the energy community to supply energy

efficiently, competitively and vigorously."  In fact, it is Australia that isefficiently, competitively and vigorously."  In fact, it is Australia that isefficiently, competitively and vigorously."  In fact, it is Australia that isefficiently, competitively and vigorously."  In fact, it is Australia that is

adopting such a policy.adopting such a policy.adopting such a policy.adopting such a policy.

The objective, as worded, covers The objective, as worded, covers The objective, as worded, covers The objective, as worded, covers three things: energy production, protection orthree things: energy production, protection orthree things: energy production, protection orthree things: energy production, protection or

preservation of the environment and a balance between the two.preservation of the environment and a balance between the two.preservation of the environment and a balance between the two.preservation of the environment and a balance between the two.

Wanton and wasteful energy use will have an unacceptable impact on the environment.Wanton and wasteful energy use will have an unacceptable impact on the environment.Wanton and wasteful energy use will have an unacceptable impact on the environment.Wanton and wasteful energy use will have an unacceptable impact on the environment.

On the other hand, if the need for environmental protection becomes all-exclusive,On the other hand, if the need for environmental protection becomes all-exclusive,On the other hand, if the need for environmental protection becomes all-exclusive,On the other hand, if the need for environmental protection becomes all-exclusive,

there simply will be no effective energy use.  The balanced solution is to definethere simply will be no effective energy use.  The balanced solution is to definethere simply will be no effective energy use.  The balanced solution is to definethere simply will be no effective energy use.  The balanced solution is to define

society's rational energy use.society's rational energy use.society's rational energy use.society's rational energy use.

If such a major goal is to be attained, other goals must be attained first.If such a major goal is to be attained, other goals must be attained first.If such a major goal is to be attained, other goals must be attained first.If such a major goal is to be attained, other goals must be attained first.

Confining ourselves to Hong Kong, we must assure the sufficiency and reliability ofConfining ourselves to Hong Kong, we must assure the sufficiency and reliability ofConfining ourselves to Hong Kong, we must assure the sufficiency and reliability ofConfining ourselves to Hong Kong, we must assure the sufficiency and reliability of

energy supplies.  This does not mean the rigid laying down of a goal of self-energy supplies.  This does not mean the rigid laying down of a goal of self-energy supplies.  This does not mean the rigid laying down of a goal of self-energy supplies.  This does not mean the rigid laying down of a goal of self-

sufficiency, together with a plan for attaining this goal.  It merely means assuring,sufficiency, together with a plan for attaining this goal.  It merely means assuring,sufficiency, together with a plan for attaining this goal.  It merely means assuring,sufficiency, together with a plan for attaining this goal.  It merely means assuring,

on a commercial basis, that different forms of energy will be available at reasonableon a commercial basis, that different forms of energy will be available at reasonableon a commercial basis, that different forms of energy will be available at reasonableon a commercial basis, that different forms of energy will be available at reasonable

costs for meeting the changing needs of all sectors in Hong Kong.costs for meeting the changing needs of all sectors in Hong Kong.costs for meeting the changing needs of all sectors in Hong Kong.costs for meeting the changing needs of all sectors in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong's energy industry must operate the most efficiently and the mostHong Kong's energy industry must operate the most efficiently and the mostHong Kong's energy industry must operate the most efficiently and the mostHong Kong's energy industry must operate the most efficiently and the most

competitively.  This will lower internal costs to the minimum to enable Hong Kong'scompetitively.  This will lower internal costs to the minimum to enable Hong Kong'scompetitively.  This will lower internal costs to the minimum to enable Hong Kong'scompetitively.  This will lower internal costs to the minimum to enable Hong Kong's

industry to remain competitive internationally; it will also help to improve theindustry to remain competitive internationally; it will also help to improve theindustry to remain competitive internationally; it will also help to improve theindustry to remain competitive internationally; it will also help to improve the

quality of Hong Kong's products.quality of Hong Kong's products.quality of Hong Kong's products.quality of Hong Kong's products.

We must pay even more attention to the protection of mineral resources.  We shouldWe must pay even more attention to the protection of mineral resources.  We shouldWe must pay even more attention to the protection of mineral resources.  We shouldWe must pay even more attention to the protection of mineral resources.  We should

improve efficiency in the use of mineral fuel and encourage the use of alternativeimprove efficiency in the use of mineral fuel and encourage the use of alternativeimprove efficiency in the use of mineral fuel and encourage the use of alternativeimprove efficiency in the use of mineral fuel and encourage the use of alternative

energy resources, resources that are less exhaustible.energy resources, resources that are less exhaustible.energy resources, resources that are less exhaustible.energy resources, resources that are less exhaustible.

Perhaps under conditions consistent with environmental protection and otherPerhaps under conditions consistent with environmental protection and otherPerhaps under conditions consistent with environmental protection and otherPerhaps under conditions consistent with environmental protection and other

social goals, we must try our best to improve the export benefits that we derive fromsocial goals, we must try our best to improve the export benefits that we derive fromsocial goals, we must try our best to improve the export benefits that we derive fromsocial goals, we must try our best to improve the export benefits that we derive from

energy resources.energy resources.energy resources.energy resources.

We must set a date for the attainment of such a goal.  The Australian Government,We must set a date for the attainment of such a goal.  The Australian Government,We must set a date for the attainment of such a goal.  The Australian Government,We must set a date for the attainment of such a goal.  The Australian Government,

for instance, strives to attain it by not later than the year 2000.for instance, strives to attain it by not later than the year 2000.for instance, strives to attain it by not later than the year 2000.for instance, strives to attain it by not later than the year 2000.



To be sure, Hong Kong's traditional approach is to let market forces decide.To be sure, Hong Kong's traditional approach is to let market forces decide.To be sure, Hong Kong's traditional approach is to let market forces decide.To be sure, Hong Kong's traditional approach is to let market forces decide.

Unfortunately, market forces are unable to lead to an acceptable balance betweenUnfortunately, market forces are unable to lead to an acceptable balance betweenUnfortunately, market forces are unable to lead to an acceptable balance betweenUnfortunately, market forces are unable to lead to an acceptable balance between

energy production and environmental protection.  It is under the influence of marketenergy production and environmental protection.  It is under the influence of marketenergy production and environmental protection.  It is under the influence of marketenergy production and environmental protection.  It is under the influence of market

forces that Hong Kong has come to depend solely on mineral fuel, which is a lessforces that Hong Kong has come to depend solely on mineral fuel, which is a lessforces that Hong Kong has come to depend solely on mineral fuel, which is a lessforces that Hong Kong has come to depend solely on mineral fuel, which is a less

efficient way of producing energy.  Out of every three metric tons of mineral fuelefficient way of producing energy.  Out of every three metric tons of mineral fuelefficient way of producing energy.  Out of every three metric tons of mineral fuelefficient way of producing energy.  Out of every three metric tons of mineral fuel

that are burned, only one metric ton is actually consumed for the generation ofthat are burned, only one metric ton is actually consumed for the generation ofthat are burned, only one metric ton is actually consumed for the generation ofthat are burned, only one metric ton is actually consumed for the generation of

electricity.  The other two metric tons become wastes.  On the other hand, all threeelectricity.  The other two metric tons become wastes.  On the other hand, all threeelectricity.  The other two metric tons become wastes.  On the other hand, all threeelectricity.  The other two metric tons become wastes.  On the other hand, all three

metric tons of the fuel will cause acid rain and global warming.  Unless this methodmetric tons of the fuel will cause acid rain and global warming.  Unless this methodmetric tons of the fuel will cause acid rain and global warming.  Unless this methodmetric tons of the fuel will cause acid rain and global warming.  Unless this method

of energy production is changed, I am afraid that the environment will becomeof energy production is changed, I am afraid that the environment will becomeof energy production is changed, I am afraid that the environment will becomeof energy production is changed, I am afraid that the environment will become

difficult to protect.difficult to protect.difficult to protect.difficult to protect.

I have suggested above that an energy policy consistent with ecological andI have suggested above that an energy policy consistent with ecological andI have suggested above that an energy policy consistent with ecological andI have suggested above that an energy policy consistent with ecological and

environmental goals be laid down.environmental goals be laid down.environmental goals be laid down.environmental goals be laid down.

Now, let me talk about the question of obligation and commitment to an energyNow, let me talk about the question of obligation and commitment to an energyNow, let me talk about the question of obligation and commitment to an energyNow, let me talk about the question of obligation and commitment to an energy

policy.  As I said earlier, this policy should cover three things: energy production,policy.  As I said earlier, this policy should cover three things: energy production,policy.  As I said earlier, this policy should cover three things: energy production,policy.  As I said earlier, this policy should cover three things: energy production,

environmental protection and a balance between the two.environmental protection and a balance between the two.environmental protection and a balance between the two.environmental protection and a balance between the two.

Energy productionEnergy productionEnergy productionEnergy production now comes under the terms of reference of one policy branch now comes under the terms of reference of one policy branch now comes under the terms of reference of one policy branch now comes under the terms of reference of one policy branch

of the Government Secretariat, while environmental protection comes under theof the Government Secretariat, while environmental protection comes under theof the Government Secretariat, while environmental protection comes under theof the Government Secretariat, while environmental protection comes under the

responsibility of another policy branch, namely, the one that handles environmentalresponsibility of another policy branch, namely, the one that handles environmentalresponsibility of another policy branch, namely, the one that handles environmentalresponsibility of another policy branch, namely, the one that handles environmental

matters.  The latter has behaved hesitantly with regard to the laying down of anmatters.  The latter has behaved hesitantly with regard to the laying down of anmatters.  The latter has behaved hesitantly with regard to the laying down of anmatters.  The latter has behaved hesitantly with regard to the laying down of an

energy policy.  This, I believe, is certainly no accident.  Quite evidently, theenergy policy.  This, I believe, is certainly no accident.  Quite evidently, theenergy policy.  This, I believe, is certainly no accident.  Quite evidently, theenergy policy.  This, I believe, is certainly no accident.  Quite evidently, the

particular policy branch has found that the work in question exceeds its powers.particular policy branch has found that the work in question exceeds its powers.particular policy branch has found that the work in question exceeds its powers.particular policy branch has found that the work in question exceeds its powers.

Therefore, it has confined itself to the laying down of a policy concerning the energyTherefore, it has confined itself to the laying down of a policy concerning the energyTherefore, it has confined itself to the laying down of a policy concerning the energyTherefore, it has confined itself to the laying down of a policy concerning the energy

efficiency of buildings.efficiency of buildings.efficiency of buildings.efficiency of buildings.

It is my understanding, however, that the Chief Secretary is to make the finalIt is my understanding, however, that the Chief Secretary is to make the finalIt is my understanding, however, that the Chief Secretary is to make the finalIt is my understanding, however, that the Chief Secretary is to make the final

decision -- that is, if he has the time to do so -- on a policy that strikes a balancedecision -- that is, if he has the time to do so -- on a policy that strikes a balancedecision -- that is, if he has the time to do so -- on a policy that strikes a balancedecision -- that is, if he has the time to do so -- on a policy that strikes a balance

between energy production and environmental protection (two goals that are often inbetween energy production and environmental protection (two goals that are often inbetween energy production and environmental protection (two goals that are often inbetween energy production and environmental protection (two goals that are often in

conflict).conflict).conflict).conflict).

If one looks deeper, one will see that many other policy-making organs are alsoIf one looks deeper, one will see that many other policy-making organs are alsoIf one looks deeper, one will see that many other policy-making organs are alsoIf one looks deeper, one will see that many other policy-making organs are also

involved.  Matters like the energy efficiency of buildings (energy conservation) andinvolved.  Matters like the energy efficiency of buildings (energy conservation) andinvolved.  Matters like the energy efficiency of buildings (energy conservation) andinvolved.  Matters like the energy efficiency of buildings (energy conservation) and

sewage treatment (energy consumption) are the due responsibilities of the Lands andsewage treatment (energy consumption) are the due responsibilities of the Lands andsewage treatment (energy consumption) are the due responsibilities of the Lands andsewage treatment (energy consumption) are the due responsibilities of the Lands and

Works Branch.  The matter of using solid wastes for power generation in processesWorks Branch.  The matter of using solid wastes for power generation in processesWorks Branch.  The matter of using solid wastes for power generation in processesWorks Branch.  The matter of using solid wastes for power generation in processes

that do not cause pollution can be handled by the Urban Council and the Regionalthat do not cause pollution can be handled by the Urban Council and the Regionalthat do not cause pollution can be handled by the Urban Council and the Regionalthat do not cause pollution can be handled by the Urban Council and the Regional



Council.  It must fall on the Transport Branch of the Government Secretariat to layCouncil.  It must fall on the Transport Branch of the Government Secretariat to layCouncil.  It must fall on the Transport Branch of the Government Secretariat to layCouncil.  It must fall on the Transport Branch of the Government Secretariat to lay

down and enforce a policy concerning the energy efficiency of motor vehicles.down and enforce a policy concerning the energy efficiency of motor vehicles.down and enforce a policy concerning the energy efficiency of motor vehicles.down and enforce a policy concerning the energy efficiency of motor vehicles.

Therefore, I cannot but come to this conclusion: The traditional structure ofTherefore, I cannot but come to this conclusion: The traditional structure ofTherefore, I cannot but come to this conclusion: The traditional structure ofTherefore, I cannot but come to this conclusion: The traditional structure of

the Government, in the form of various policy branches of the Government Secretariat,the Government, in the form of various policy branches of the Government Secretariat,the Government, in the form of various policy branches of the Government Secretariat,the Government, in the form of various policy branches of the Government Secretariat,

is simply unable to cope with the exacting problems or issues brought on by modernis simply unable to cope with the exacting problems or issues brought on by modernis simply unable to cope with the exacting problems or issues brought on by modernis simply unable to cope with the exacting problems or issues brought on by modern

science and technology.  As an example, let me mention a point that I made a monthscience and technology.  As an example, let me mention a point that I made a monthscience and technology.  As an example, let me mention a point that I made a monthscience and technology.  As an example, let me mention a point that I made a month

ago.  It was to question why the telecommunication portfolio was still being splitago.  It was to question why the telecommunication portfolio was still being splitago.  It was to question why the telecommunication portfolio was still being splitago.  It was to question why the telecommunication portfolio was still being split

between branches or departments.  The Administration's response, given to thisbetween branches or departments.  The Administration's response, given to thisbetween branches or departments.  The Administration's response, given to thisbetween branches or departments.  The Administration's response, given to this

Council at the time, showed that the Administration would not accept criticism forCouncil at the time, showed that the Administration would not accept criticism forCouncil at the time, showed that the Administration would not accept criticism forCouncil at the time, showed that the Administration would not accept criticism for

matters for which there were no answers.  The Administration's response was neithermatters for which there were no answers.  The Administration's response was neithermatters for which there were no answers.  The Administration's response was neithermatters for which there were no answers.  The Administration's response was neither

helpful nor constructive.  I think that the Administration must make a change.  Onehelpful nor constructive.  I think that the Administration must make a change.  Onehelpful nor constructive.  I think that the Administration must make a change.  Onehelpful nor constructive.  I think that the Administration must make a change.  One

policy branch must be put in sole charge of matters within the same field of sciencepolicy branch must be put in sole charge of matters within the same field of sciencepolicy branch must be put in sole charge of matters within the same field of sciencepolicy branch must be put in sole charge of matters within the same field of science

and technology.and technology.and technology.and technology.

Let me illustrate with an example.  SuLet me illustrate with an example.  SuLet me illustrate with an example.  SuLet me illustrate with an example.  Supposing that we have an Energy Authority,pposing that we have an Energy Authority,pposing that we have an Energy Authority,pposing that we have an Energy Authority,

what will we expect of it?  There was this incident in Hong Kong in which many peoplewhat will we expect of it?  There was this incident in Hong Kong in which many peoplewhat will we expect of it?  There was this incident in Hong Kong in which many peoplewhat will we expect of it?  There was this incident in Hong Kong in which many people

were opposed to nuclear power.  Their opposition was based on the accidents that hadwere opposed to nuclear power.  Their opposition was based on the accidents that hadwere opposed to nuclear power.  Their opposition was based on the accidents that hadwere opposed to nuclear power.  Their opposition was based on the accidents that had

occurred through the use of out-dated technical know-how and technologies.  But theoccurred through the use of out-dated technical know-how and technologies.  But theoccurred through the use of out-dated technical know-how and technologies.  But theoccurred through the use of out-dated technical know-how and technologies.  But the

fact is that human understanding of science and technology has over the past 40 yearsfact is that human understanding of science and technology has over the past 40 yearsfact is that human understanding of science and technology has over the past 40 yearsfact is that human understanding of science and technology has over the past 40 years

been advancing at such a rate that it expanded tenfold every six years.  Humanbeen advancing at such a rate that it expanded tenfold every six years.  Humanbeen advancing at such a rate that it expanded tenfold every six years.  Humanbeen advancing at such a rate that it expanded tenfold every six years.  Human

understanding of science and technology is now 10 times as much as it was in 1986understanding of science and technology is now 10 times as much as it was in 1986understanding of science and technology is now 10 times as much as it was in 1986understanding of science and technology is now 10 times as much as it was in 1986

and 100 times as much as it was in 1980.  The incidents of Windscale, Three Mile Islandand 100 times as much as it was in 1980.  The incidents of Windscale, Three Mile Islandand 100 times as much as it was in 1980.  The incidents of Windscale, Three Mile Islandand 100 times as much as it was in 1980.  The incidents of Windscale, Three Mile Island

and Chernobyl were all caused by the use of technologies of the 1950s or 1960s.and Chernobyl were all caused by the use of technologies of the 1950s or 1960s.and Chernobyl were all caused by the use of technologies of the 1950s or 1960s.and Chernobyl were all caused by the use of technologies of the 1950s or 1960s.

On the other hand, the use of coal or other technologiOn the other hand, the use of coal or other technologiOn the other hand, the use of coal or other technologiOn the other hand, the use of coal or other technologies for power generationes for power generationes for power generationes for power generation

will damage the earth's ecology and environment.  It takes about 12 years to designwill damage the earth's ecology and environment.  It takes about 12 years to designwill damage the earth's ecology and environment.  It takes about 12 years to designwill damage the earth's ecology and environment.  It takes about 12 years to design

and build a power plant.  Long before the end of this 12-year period, the maker ofand build a power plant.  Long before the end of this 12-year period, the maker ofand build a power plant.  Long before the end of this 12-year period, the maker ofand build a power plant.  Long before the end of this 12-year period, the maker of

the energy policy surely will have acquired the ability to make the right decisionthe energy policy surely will have acquired the ability to make the right decisionthe energy policy surely will have acquired the ability to make the right decisionthe energy policy surely will have acquired the ability to make the right decision

on a properly balanced course of action.on a properly balanced course of action.on a properly balanced course of action.on a properly balanced course of action.

The authorities have set up two advisory committees.  The EnvironmentalThe authorities have set up two advisory committees.  The EnvironmentalThe authorities have set up two advisory committees.  The EnvironmentalThe authorities have set up two advisory committees.  The Environmental

Protection Advisory Committee prepared an important report in 1990 concerning energyProtection Advisory Committee prepared an important report in 1990 concerning energyProtection Advisory Committee prepared an important report in 1990 concerning energyProtection Advisory Committee prepared an important report in 1990 concerning energy

conservation.  The other committee, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee,conservation.  The other committee, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee,conservation.  The other committee, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee,conservation.  The other committee, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee,

completed a masterly progress report earlier this year.  However, the substance ofcompleted a masterly progress report earlier this year.  However, the substance ofcompleted a masterly progress report earlier this year.  However, the substance ofcompleted a masterly progress report earlier this year.  However, the substance of

the report deals merely with the energy efficiency of buildings.  Everything else,the report deals merely with the energy efficiency of buildings.  Everything else,the report deals merely with the energy efficiency of buildings.  Everything else,the report deals merely with the energy efficiency of buildings.  Everything else,

such as energy conservation in transportation, as well as the question of efficiencysuch as energy conservation in transportation, as well as the question of efficiencysuch as energy conservation in transportation, as well as the question of efficiencysuch as energy conservation in transportation, as well as the question of efficiency

in energy production and the problem of pollution, is to await further study.in energy production and the problem of pollution, is to await further study.in energy production and the problem of pollution, is to await further study.in energy production and the problem of pollution, is to await further study.



Obviously, we need to have an advisory committee with wider and fuller terms ofObviously, we need to have an advisory committee with wider and fuller terms ofObviously, we need to have an advisory committee with wider and fuller terms ofObviously, we need to have an advisory committee with wider and fuller terms of

reference.reference.reference.reference.

Mr Deputy President, we must lay down an energy pMr Deputy President, we must lay down an energy pMr Deputy President, we must lay down an energy pMr Deputy President, we must lay down an energy policy.  Such a policy must beolicy.  Such a policy must beolicy.  Such a policy must beolicy.  Such a policy must be

the sole responsibility of one authoritative policy-making body.  We also should havethe sole responsibility of one authoritative policy-making body.  We also should havethe sole responsibility of one authoritative policy-making body.  We also should havethe sole responsibility of one authoritative policy-making body.  We also should have

a related advisory committee.  But I must emphasize that the two must between thema related advisory committee.  But I must emphasize that the two must between thema related advisory committee.  But I must emphasize that the two must between thema related advisory committee.  But I must emphasize that the two must between them

take up full responsibilities and effectively handle all matters relating to energy.take up full responsibilities and effectively handle all matters relating to energy.take up full responsibilities and effectively handle all matters relating to energy.take up full responsibilities and effectively handle all matters relating to energy.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong's energy consumptionMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong's energy consumptionMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong's energy consumptionMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong's energy consumption

has been rising steadily and is now on a par with that of the developed countries.has been rising steadily and is now on a par with that of the developed countries.has been rising steadily and is now on a par with that of the developed countries.has been rising steadily and is now on a par with that of the developed countries.

In particular, the demand for electricity has increased by as much as 10 times inIn particular, the demand for electricity has increased by as much as 10 times inIn particular, the demand for electricity has increased by as much as 10 times inIn particular, the demand for electricity has increased by as much as 10 times in

Kowloon and the New Territories over the past 25 years.  In 1990, for instance, HongKowloon and the New Territories over the past 25 years.  In 1990, for instance, HongKowloon and the New Territories over the past 25 years.  In 1990, for instance, HongKowloon and the New Territories over the past 25 years.  In 1990, for instance, Hong

Kong's per capita power consumption reached        4 660 kilowatt-hours, or aboutKong's per capita power consumption reached        4 660 kilowatt-hours, or aboutKong's per capita power consumption reached        4 660 kilowatt-hours, or aboutKong's per capita power consumption reached        4 660 kilowatt-hours, or about

40% of that in the United States or 70% of that in the United Kingdom or Japan, but40% of that in the United States or 70% of that in the United Kingdom or Japan, but40% of that in the United States or 70% of that in the United Kingdom or Japan, but40% of that in the United States or 70% of that in the United Kingdom or Japan, but

much higher than that in most Southeast Asian countries.much higher than that in most Southeast Asian countries.much higher than that in most Southeast Asian countries.much higher than that in most Southeast Asian countries.

Hong Kong's power generation depends on the use of fossil fuels such as coal andHong Kong's power generation depends on the use of fossil fuels such as coal andHong Kong's power generation depends on the use of fossil fuels such as coal andHong Kong's power generation depends on the use of fossil fuels such as coal and

petroleum.  These are exhaustible energy resources.  Also, their use is one of thepetroleum.  These are exhaustible energy resources.  Also, their use is one of thepetroleum.  These are exhaustible energy resources.  Also, their use is one of thepetroleum.  These are exhaustible energy resources.  Also, their use is one of the

main causes of the greenhouse effect.  At the Earth Summit just concluded in Brazil,main causes of the greenhouse effect.  At the Earth Summit just concluded in Brazil,main causes of the greenhouse effect.  At the Earth Summit just concluded in Brazil,main causes of the greenhouse effect.  At the Earth Summit just concluded in Brazil,

the participating nations expressed serious concern over carbon dioxide emissionsthe participating nations expressed serious concern over carbon dioxide emissionsthe participating nations expressed serious concern over carbon dioxide emissionsthe participating nations expressed serious concern over carbon dioxide emissions

and signed a convention clearly noting the gravity of the problem and calling on theand signed a convention clearly noting the gravity of the problem and calling on theand signed a convention clearly noting the gravity of the problem and calling on theand signed a convention clearly noting the gravity of the problem and calling on the

industrial countries, by the year 2000, to roll back carbon dioxide emissions to theindustrial countries, by the year 2000, to roll back carbon dioxide emissions to theindustrial countries, by the year 2000, to roll back carbon dioxide emissions to theindustrial countries, by the year 2000, to roll back carbon dioxide emissions to the

1990 level.  As a developed city, Hong Kong, too, has a responsibility for meeting1990 level.  As a developed city, Hong Kong, too, has a responsibility for meeting1990 level.  As a developed city, Hong Kong, too, has a responsibility for meeting1990 level.  As a developed city, Hong Kong, too, has a responsibility for meeting

the above convention target.  However, in Hong Kong, there has never been supervisionthe above convention target.  However, in Hong Kong, there has never been supervisionthe above convention target.  However, in Hong Kong, there has never been supervisionthe above convention target.  However, in Hong Kong, there has never been supervision

over, or a policy for, energy consumption, thus leading to possible waste and lowover, or a policy for, energy consumption, thus leading to possible waste and lowover, or a policy for, energy consumption, thus leading to possible waste and lowover, or a policy for, energy consumption, thus leading to possible waste and low

efficiency in energy use.efficiency in energy use.efficiency in energy use.efficiency in energy use.

With a view to encouraging higher efficiency in energy use, the Government onWith a view to encouraging higher efficiency in energy use, the Government onWith a view to encouraging higher efficiency in energy use, the Government onWith a view to encouraging higher efficiency in energy use, the Government on

2 April last year set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee to study energy2 April last year set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee to study energy2 April last year set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee to study energy2 April last year set up an Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee to study energy

conservation measures for existing buildings.  The study found the commercial sectorconservation measures for existing buildings.  The study found the commercial sectorconservation measures for existing buildings.  The study found the commercial sectorconservation measures for existing buildings.  The study found the commercial sector

to be the heaviest energy consumer.  However, energy is relatively cheap in Hong Kongto be the heaviest energy consumer.  However, energy is relatively cheap in Hong Kongto be the heaviest energy consumer.  However, energy is relatively cheap in Hong Kongto be the heaviest energy consumer.  However, energy is relatively cheap in Hong Kong

while the cost-recovery time for most energy-saving installations is relatively long.while the cost-recovery time for most energy-saving installations is relatively long.while the cost-recovery time for most energy-saving installations is relatively long.while the cost-recovery time for most energy-saving installations is relatively long.

Economic incentive is therefore lacking for inducing the business sector to adoptEconomic incentive is therefore lacking for inducing the business sector to adoptEconomic incentive is therefore lacking for inducing the business sector to adoptEconomic incentive is therefore lacking for inducing the business sector to adopt

measures to make buildings more energy-efficient.measures to make buildings more energy-efficient.measures to make buildings more energy-efficient.measures to make buildings more energy-efficient.



The said committee has so far only drafted an energy efficiencThe said committee has so far only drafted an energy efficiencThe said committee has so far only drafted an energy efficiencThe said committee has so far only drafted an energy efficiency guide for usey guide for usey guide for usey guide for use

in buildings throughout Hong Kong.  This guide gives a general description of variousin buildings throughout Hong Kong.  This guide gives a general description of variousin buildings throughout Hong Kong.  This guide gives a general description of variousin buildings throughout Hong Kong.  This guide gives a general description of various

energy-saving measures that building managers and occupants can take.  However, itenergy-saving measures that building managers and occupants can take.  However, itenergy-saving measures that building managers and occupants can take.  However, itenergy-saving measures that building managers and occupants can take.  However, it

has apparently failed to produce the improvements it expected.  In fact, manyhas apparently failed to produce the improvements it expected.  In fact, manyhas apparently failed to produce the improvements it expected.  In fact, manyhas apparently failed to produce the improvements it expected.  In fact, many

developed countries already have established their own energy efficiency standards.developed countries already have established their own energy efficiency standards.developed countries already have established their own energy efficiency standards.developed countries already have established their own energy efficiency standards.

For instance, the United States has a set of efficacious standard instructions onFor instance, the United States has a set of efficacious standard instructions onFor instance, the United States has a set of efficacious standard instructions onFor instance, the United States has a set of efficacious standard instructions on

how maximum efficiency can be achieved in energy use, which cover more than commercialhow maximum efficiency can be achieved in energy use, which cover more than commercialhow maximum efficiency can be achieved in energy use, which cover more than commercialhow maximum efficiency can be achieved in energy use, which cover more than commercial

buildings.  Therefore, the Government in Hong Kong may wish to consider borrowingbuildings.  Therefore, the Government in Hong Kong may wish to consider borrowingbuildings.  Therefore, the Government in Hong Kong may wish to consider borrowingbuildings.  Therefore, the Government in Hong Kong may wish to consider borrowing

those instructions for local use.those instructions for local use.those instructions for local use.those instructions for local use.

With regard to ancillary energy, taking the world as a whole, they are used mostlyWith regard to ancillary energy, taking the world as a whole, they are used mostlyWith regard to ancillary energy, taking the world as a whole, they are used mostlyWith regard to ancillary energy, taking the world as a whole, they are used mostly

as fuel for transport.  For instance, Brazil is making alcohol from sugar-cane toas fuel for transport.  For instance, Brazil is making alcohol from sugar-cane toas fuel for transport.  For instance, Brazil is making alcohol from sugar-cane toas fuel for transport.  For instance, Brazil is making alcohol from sugar-cane to

power.  In addition, some countries like Japan and New Zealand, which wish to be lesspower.  In addition, some countries like Japan and New Zealand, which wish to be lesspower.  In addition, some countries like Japan and New Zealand, which wish to be lesspower.  In addition, some countries like Japan and New Zealand, which wish to be less

dependent on petroleum, make use of the natural gas, such as compressed gas.  In Hongdependent on petroleum, make use of the natural gas, such as compressed gas.  In Hongdependent on petroleum, make use of the natural gas, such as compressed gas.  In Hongdependent on petroleum, make use of the natural gas, such as compressed gas.  In Hong

Kong, geographical conditions restrict the large-scale use of ancillary energy, suchKong, geographical conditions restrict the large-scale use of ancillary energy, suchKong, geographical conditions restrict the large-scale use of ancillary energy, suchKong, geographical conditions restrict the large-scale use of ancillary energy, such

as wind power and solar energy.  However, in some parts of Hong Kong, like someas wind power and solar energy.  However, in some parts of Hong Kong, like someas wind power and solar energy.  However, in some parts of Hong Kong, like someas wind power and solar energy.  However, in some parts of Hong Kong, like some

outlying islands, consideration should be given to the exploitation of wind poweroutlying islands, consideration should be given to the exploitation of wind poweroutlying islands, consideration should be given to the exploitation of wind poweroutlying islands, consideration should be given to the exploitation of wind power

and put it into practical use.  Regrettably, the Government has never made any policyand put it into practical use.  Regrettably, the Government has never made any policyand put it into practical use.  Regrettably, the Government has never made any policyand put it into practical use.  Regrettably, the Government has never made any policy

to encourage its use.  The energy that nature gives us has been going to waste forto encourage its use.  The energy that nature gives us has been going to waste forto encourage its use.  The energy that nature gives us has been going to waste forto encourage its use.  The energy that nature gives us has been going to waste for

nothing.  I understand that the United States has been quite successful in this kindnothing.  I understand that the United States has been quite successful in this kindnothing.  I understand that the United States has been quite successful in this kindnothing.  I understand that the United States has been quite successful in this kind

of exploitation and about 35% of its energy consumption comes from such ancillaryof exploitation and about 35% of its energy consumption comes from such ancillaryof exploitation and about 35% of its energy consumption comes from such ancillaryof exploitation and about 35% of its energy consumption comes from such ancillary

resources.resources.resources.resources.

On the whole, Meeting Point think that the Government should make Hong Kong lessOn the whole, Meeting Point think that the Government should make Hong Kong lessOn the whole, Meeting Point think that the Government should make Hong Kong lessOn the whole, Meeting Point think that the Government should make Hong Kong less

dependent on coal and petroleum so that carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled,dependent on coal and petroleum so that carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled,dependent on coal and petroleum so that carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled,dependent on coal and petroleum so that carbon dioxide emissions can be controlled,

make an evaluation of Hong Kong's present efficiency in energy use and accordinglymake an evaluation of Hong Kong's present efficiency in energy use and accordinglymake an evaluation of Hong Kong's present efficiency in energy use and accordinglymake an evaluation of Hong Kong's present efficiency in energy use and accordingly

formulate an energy policy.  In this regard, Meeting Point have the followingformulate an energy policy.  In this regard, Meeting Point have the followingformulate an energy policy.  In this regard, Meeting Point have the followingformulate an energy policy.  In this regard, Meeting Point have the following

specific suggestions to offer:specific suggestions to offer:specific suggestions to offer:specific suggestions to offer:

(1)(1)(1)(1) The Government should expeditiously make the necessary investment.  ItThe Government should expeditiously make the necessary investment.  ItThe Government should expeditiously make the necessary investment.  ItThe Government should expeditiously make the necessary investment.  It

should study the experience in other developed countries, evaluate Hong Kong'sshould study the experience in other developed countries, evaluate Hong Kong'sshould study the experience in other developed countries, evaluate Hong Kong'sshould study the experience in other developed countries, evaluate Hong Kong's

efficiency in energy use, set up a data bank and then lay down a policy, completeefficiency in energy use, set up a data bank and then lay down a policy, completeefficiency in energy use, set up a data bank and then lay down a policy, completeefficiency in energy use, set up a data bank and then lay down a policy, complete

with targets and feasible energy conservation measures.  This policy can serve aswith targets and feasible energy conservation measures.  This policy can serve aswith targets and feasible energy conservation measures.  This policy can serve aswith targets and feasible energy conservation measures.  This policy can serve as

a guideline for the design of new buildings.a guideline for the design of new buildings.a guideline for the design of new buildings.a guideline for the design of new buildings.

(2)(2)(2)(2) Control Control Control Control carbon dioxide emissions.  Roll them back, by the year 2000, to thecarbon dioxide emissions.  Roll them back, by the year 2000, to thecarbon dioxide emissions.  Roll them back, by the year 2000, to thecarbon dioxide emissions.  Roll them back, by the year 2000, to the

1990 level in compliance with one of the requirements of the international convention.1990 level in compliance with one of the requirements of the international convention.1990 level in compliance with one of the requirements of the international convention.1990 level in compliance with one of the requirements of the international convention.



(3)(3)(3)(3) Consider trying and encouraging the use of ancillary energy in places likeConsider trying and encouraging the use of ancillary energy in places likeConsider trying and encouraging the use of ancillary energy in places likeConsider trying and encouraging the use of ancillary energy in places like

the outlying islands and the New Territories in order to reduce our reliance on coalthe outlying islands and the New Territories in order to reduce our reliance on coalthe outlying islands and the New Territories in order to reduce our reliance on coalthe outlying islands and the New Territories in order to reduce our reliance on coal

and petroleum, thus ameliorating the problem of environmental pollution.and petroleum, thus ameliorating the problem of environmental pollution.and petroleum, thus ameliorating the problem of environmental pollution.and petroleum, thus ameliorating the problem of environmental pollution.

(4)(4)(4)(4) Set up an energy policy committee with public participation to formulate aSet up an energy policy committee with public participation to formulate aSet up an energy policy committee with public participation to formulate aSet up an energy policy committee with public participation to formulate a

policy for the development of diversified energy resources.  The committee shouldpolicy for the development of diversified energy resources.  The committee shouldpolicy for the development of diversified energy resources.  The committee shouldpolicy for the development of diversified energy resources.  The committee should

also be charged with the task of making specific recommendations concerning measuresalso be charged with the task of making specific recommendations concerning measuresalso be charged with the task of making specific recommendations concerning measuresalso be charged with the task of making specific recommendations concerning measures

to be adopted for improving energy conservation and raising efficiency in energy use.to be adopted for improving energy conservation and raising efficiency in energy use.to be adopted for improving energy conservation and raising efficiency in energy use.to be adopted for improving energy conservation and raising efficiency in energy use.

Mr Deputy President, these are my remaMr Deputy President, these are my remaMr Deputy President, these are my remaMr Deputy President, these are my remarks.  All three Councillors of Meetingrks.  All three Councillors of Meetingrks.  All three Councillors of Meetingrks.  All three Councillors of Meeting

Point, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and I, support the motion.Point, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and I, support the motion.Point, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and I, support the motion.Point, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and I, support the motion.

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully toSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully toSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully toSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully to

the views expressed by Members.  Whilst I agree with some of the observationsthe views expressed by Members.  Whilst I agree with some of the observationsthe views expressed by Members.  Whilst I agree with some of the observationsthe views expressed by Members.  Whilst I agree with some of the observations

regarding the need for continued vigilance and increased efforts in certain areas,regarding the need for continued vigilance and increased efforts in certain areas,regarding the need for continued vigilance and increased efforts in certain areas,regarding the need for continued vigilance and increased efforts in certain areas,

I am bound to observe that Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion as it stands implies that theI am bound to observe that Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion as it stands implies that theI am bound to observe that Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion as it stands implies that theI am bound to observe that Rev FUNG Chi-wood's motion as it stands implies that the

Government does not have a coherent energy policy.  Nothing could be further fromGovernment does not have a coherent energy policy.  Nothing could be further fromGovernment does not have a coherent energy policy.  Nothing could be further fromGovernment does not have a coherent energy policy.  Nothing could be further from

the truth.  I am therefore grateful to him for the opportunity to outline to thisthe truth.  I am therefore grateful to him for the opportunity to outline to thisthe truth.  I am therefore grateful to him for the opportunity to outline to thisthe truth.  I am therefore grateful to him for the opportunity to outline to this

Council the main elements of our policy.  I hope what I have to say will reassureCouncil the main elements of our policy.  I hope what I have to say will reassureCouncil the main elements of our policy.  I hope what I have to say will reassureCouncil the main elements of our policy.  I hope what I have to say will reassure

Members that we do play a positive role in energy provision and that we are tacklingMembers that we do play a positive role in energy provision and that we are tacklingMembers that we do play a positive role in energy provision and that we are tacklingMembers that we do play a positive role in energy provision and that we are tackling

with vigour issues of particular concern to this Council and our community.with vigour issues of particular concern to this Council and our community.with vigour issues of particular concern to this Council and our community.with vigour issues of particular concern to this Council and our community.

We have always recognized that an adequate and reliable supply of energy atWe have always recognized that an adequate and reliable supply of energy atWe have always recognized that an adequate and reliable supply of energy atWe have always recognized that an adequate and reliable supply of energy at

reasonable costs is essential to our economic and social well-being and it is thereasonable costs is essential to our economic and social well-being and it is thereasonable costs is essential to our economic and social well-being and it is thereasonable costs is essential to our economic and social well-being and it is the

result of sound policy initiatives and prudent planning, not mere luck, that theresult of sound policy initiatives and prudent planning, not mere luck, that theresult of sound policy initiatives and prudent planning, not mere luck, that theresult of sound policy initiatives and prudent planning, not mere luck, that the

energy resources required to support our strong economic growth are readily availableenergy resources required to support our strong economic growth are readily availableenergy resources required to support our strong economic growth are readily availableenergy resources required to support our strong economic growth are readily available

to us.to us.to us.to us.

In essence, the Government's policy is to ensure that Hong Kong has sufficientIn essence, the Government's policy is to ensure that Hong Kong has sufficientIn essence, the Government's policy is to ensure that Hong Kong has sufficientIn essence, the Government's policy is to ensure that Hong Kong has sufficient

energy available to meet current and projected requirements in all sectors of ourenergy available to meet current and projected requirements in all sectors of ourenergy available to meet current and projected requirements in all sectors of ourenergy available to meet current and projected requirements in all sectors of our

economy.  We believe that the private sector is best placed to supply our energyeconomy.  We believe that the private sector is best placed to supply our energyeconomy.  We believe that the private sector is best placed to supply our energyeconomy.  We believe that the private sector is best placed to supply our energy

requirements in response to market demands and that the Government should intervenerequirements in response to market demands and that the Government should intervenerequirements in response to market demands and that the Government should intervenerequirements in response to market demands and that the Government should intervene

only to ensure public safety, safeguard the interests of consumers where necessaryonly to ensure public safety, safeguard the interests of consumers where necessaryonly to ensure public safety, safeguard the interests of consumers where necessaryonly to ensure public safety, safeguard the interests of consumers where necessary

and protect the environment.and protect the environment.and protect the environment.and protect the environment.

Energy policy covers a diverse range of interests and issues.  These include theEnergy policy covers a diverse range of interests and issues.  These include theEnergy policy covers a diverse range of interests and issues.  These include theEnergy policy covers a diverse range of interests and issues.  These include the

supply of fuels for power generation and other needs, the land and othersupply of fuels for power generation and other needs, the land and othersupply of fuels for power generation and other needs, the land and othersupply of fuels for power generation and other needs, the land and other



infrastructural requirements of the energy sector, the means by which  power  isinfrastructural requirements of the energy sector, the means by which  power  isinfrastructural requirements of the energy sector, the means by which  power  isinfrastructural requirements of the energy sector, the means by which  power  is

generated, the circumstances in which control over energy suppliers is required, thegenerated, the circumstances in which control over energy suppliers is required, thegenerated, the circumstances in which control over energy suppliers is required, thegenerated, the circumstances in which control over energy suppliers is required, the

ways in which we make efficient use of energy and the protection of the environment.ways in which we make efficient use of energy and the protection of the environment.ways in which we make efficient use of energy and the protection of the environment.ways in which we make efficient use of energy and the protection of the environment.

Each of these areas is complex but inter-related and involves considerations whichEach of these areas is complex but inter-related and involves considerations whichEach of these areas is complex but inter-related and involves considerations whichEach of these areas is complex but inter-related and involves considerations which

cut across programme areas principally under the purview of myself and my colleaguecut across programme areas principally under the purview of myself and my colleaguecut across programme areas principally under the purview of myself and my colleaguecut across programme areas principally under the purview of myself and my colleague

the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands.  We are both conscious of the needthe Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands.  We are both conscious of the needthe Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands.  We are both conscious of the needthe Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands.  We are both conscious of the need

for close liaison and co-ordination so that policy formulation takes proper accountfor close liaison and co-ordination so that policy formulation takes proper accountfor close liaison and co-ordination so that policy formulation takes proper accountfor close liaison and co-ordination so that policy formulation takes proper account

of the economic, social and environmental factors involved in energy supply.  Inof the economic, social and environmental factors involved in energy supply.  Inof the economic, social and environmental factors involved in energy supply.  Inof the economic, social and environmental factors involved in energy supply.  In

doing so, we rely not only on expertise available within and outside thedoing so, we rely not only on expertise available within and outside thedoing so, we rely not only on expertise available within and outside thedoing so, we rely not only on expertise available within and outside the

Administration but we also employ independent international consultants well versedAdministration but we also employ independent international consultants well versedAdministration but we also employ independent international consultants well versedAdministration but we also employ independent international consultants well versed

in energy matters and market conditions.in energy matters and market conditions.in energy matters and market conditions.in energy matters and market conditions.

Our principal source of energy is of course electricity and our policy has beenOur principal source of energy is of course electricity and our policy has beenOur principal source of energy is of course electricity and our policy has beenOur principal source of energy is of course electricity and our policy has been

to ensure that consumers have an efficient and reliable supply at a reasonable cost.to ensure that consumers have an efficient and reliable supply at a reasonable cost.to ensure that consumers have an efficient and reliable supply at a reasonable cost.to ensure that consumers have an efficient and reliable supply at a reasonable cost.

In view of the two power companies' de facto monopoly in their respective supply areas,In view of the two power companies' de facto monopoly in their respective supply areas,In view of the two power companies' de facto monopoly in their respective supply areas,In view of the two power companies' de facto monopoly in their respective supply areas,

we have entered into schemes of control agreements with them.  These arrangementswe have entered into schemes of control agreements with them.  These arrangementswe have entered into schemes of control agreements with them.  These arrangementswe have entered into schemes of control agreements with them.  These arrangements

have been debated at length in this Council so I will not repeat the main featureshave been debated at length in this Council so I will not repeat the main featureshave been debated at length in this Council so I will not repeat the main featureshave been debated at length in this Council so I will not repeat the main features

again except to note that experience has shown that we have struck the right balanceagain except to note that experience has shown that we have struck the right balanceagain except to note that experience has shown that we have struck the right balanceagain except to note that experience has shown that we have struck the right balance

between the interests of the consumer and the companies' shareholders.  On the onebetween the interests of the consumer and the companies' shareholders.  On the onebetween the interests of the consumer and the companies' shareholders.  On the onebetween the interests of the consumer and the companies' shareholders.  On the one

hand, consumers obtain a reliable, efficient and reasonably priced supply ofhand, consumers obtain a reliable, efficient and reasonably priced supply ofhand, consumers obtain a reliable, efficient and reasonably priced supply ofhand, consumers obtain a reliable, efficient and reasonably priced supply of

electricity.  On the other, the companies have the incentive to invest in anyelectricity.  On the other, the companies have the incentive to invest in anyelectricity.  On the other, the companies have the incentive to invest in anyelectricity.  On the other, the companies have the incentive to invest in any

additional generating capacity shown to be necessary and obtain a reasonable returnadditional generating capacity shown to be necessary and obtain a reasonable returnadditional generating capacity shown to be necessary and obtain a reasonable returnadditional generating capacity shown to be necessary and obtain a reasonable return

on that investment.  A great deal of planning and effort on the part of the companieson that investment.  A great deal of planning and effort on the part of the companieson that investment.  A great deal of planning and effort on the part of the companieson that investment.  A great deal of planning and effort on the part of the companies

and the Government goes into ensuring that our energy supply keeps pace with economicand the Government goes into ensuring that our energy supply keeps pace with economicand the Government goes into ensuring that our energy supply keeps pace with economicand the Government goes into ensuring that our energy supply keeps pace with economic

growth.growth.growth.growth.

The supply of fuel gases for heating and cooking purposes does not require suchThe supply of fuel gases for heating and cooking purposes does not require suchThe supply of fuel gases for heating and cooking purposes does not require suchThe supply of fuel gases for heating and cooking purposes does not require such

regulation as the competition between the suppliers of towngas and liquefiedregulation as the competition between the suppliers of towngas and liquefiedregulation as the competition between the suppliers of towngas and liquefiedregulation as the competition between the suppliers of towngas and liquefied

petroleum gas is territory-wide and each type has a respectable market share.petroleum gas is territory-wide and each type has a respectable market share.petroleum gas is territory-wide and each type has a respectable market share.petroleum gas is territory-wide and each type has a respectable market share.

In the case of both electricity and gas, we have passed legislation over the pastIn the case of both electricity and gas, we have passed legislation over the pastIn the case of both electricity and gas, we have passed legislation over the pastIn the case of both electricity and gas, we have passed legislation over the past

two years containing comprehensive safety requirements for the protection of thetwo years containing comprehensive safety requirements for the protection of thetwo years containing comprehensive safety requirements for the protection of thetwo years containing comprehensive safety requirements for the protection of the

public, the energy suppliers and their workers.public, the energy suppliers and their workers.public, the energy suppliers and their workers.public, the energy suppliers and their workers.

In respect of fuel sources, Mr POON is right in noting Hong Kong's completeIn respect of fuel sources, Mr POON is right in noting Hong Kong's completeIn respect of fuel sources, Mr POON is right in noting Hong Kong's completeIn respect of fuel sources, Mr POON is right in noting Hong Kong's complete

dependence on imported raw material.  We are therefore exposed to external marketdependence on imported raw material.  We are therefore exposed to external marketdependence on imported raw material.  We are therefore exposed to external marketdependence on imported raw material.  We are therefore exposed to external market

conditions entirely beyond our control.  We consider that the private sector is muchconditions entirely beyond our control.  We consider that the private sector is muchconditions entirely beyond our control.  We consider that the private sector is muchconditions entirely beyond our control.  We consider that the private sector is much

better placed than the Government to take advantage of opportunities in thebetter placed than the Government to take advantage of opportunities in thebetter placed than the Government to take advantage of opportunities in thebetter placed than the Government to take advantage of opportunities in the



competitive international market for different types of fuel.  They must considercompetitive international market for different types of fuel.  They must considercompetitive international market for different types of fuel.  They must considercompetitive international market for different types of fuel.  They must consider

the feasibility of using any particular fuel, its potential economic benefits andthe feasibility of using any particular fuel, its potential economic benefits andthe feasibility of using any particular fuel, its potential economic benefits andthe feasibility of using any particular fuel, its potential economic benefits and

its impact on the environment.  That is not to say that the Government does not haveits impact on the environment.  That is not to say that the Government does not haveits impact on the environment.  That is not to say that the Government does not haveits impact on the environment.  That is not to say that the Government does not have

a role to play in encouraging cleaner fuels where this is economic and in thea role to play in encouraging cleaner fuels where this is economic and in thea role to play in encouraging cleaner fuels where this is economic and in thea role to play in encouraging cleaner fuels where this is economic and in the

consumer's longer-term interest.consumer's longer-term interest.consumer's longer-term interest.consumer's longer-term interest.

The Government welcomes initiatives by the public utility companies to diversifyThe Government welcomes initiatives by the public utility companies to diversifyThe Government welcomes initiatives by the public utility companies to diversifyThe Government welcomes initiatives by the public utility companies to diversify

the sources of fuel on which the community relies for its energy needs.  Thethe sources of fuel on which the community relies for its energy needs.  Thethe sources of fuel on which the community relies for its energy needs.  Thethe sources of fuel on which the community relies for its energy needs.  The

availability in the near future of a supply of natural gas, and the building of theavailability in the near future of a supply of natural gas, and the building of theavailability in the near future of a supply of natural gas, and the building of theavailability in the near future of a supply of natural gas, and the building of the

nuclear power station at Daya Bay and the pumped storage scheme at Guangzhou offernuclear power station at Daya Bay and the pumped storage scheme at Guangzhou offernuclear power station at Daya Bay and the pumped storage scheme at Guangzhou offernuclear power station at Daya Bay and the pumped storage scheme at Guangzhou offer

the prospect of more efficiently produced electricity and environmentally cleanerthe prospect of more efficiently produced electricity and environmentally cleanerthe prospect of more efficiently produced electricity and environmentally cleanerthe prospect of more efficiently produced electricity and environmentally cleaner

power generation. Subject to our further examination of the technical feasibilitypower generation. Subject to our further examination of the technical feasibilitypower generation. Subject to our further examination of the technical feasibilitypower generation. Subject to our further examination of the technical feasibility

and economic and environmental aspects of using natural gas, it is likely that byand economic and environmental aspects of using natural gas, it is likely that byand economic and environmental aspects of using natural gas, it is likely that byand economic and environmental aspects of using natural gas, it is likely that by

the end of the century, Hong Kong will be in the fortunate position of being ablethe end of the century, Hong Kong will be in the fortunate position of being ablethe end of the century, Hong Kong will be in the fortunate position of being ablethe end of the century, Hong Kong will be in the fortunate position of being able

to use electricity generated from coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear and hydroelectricto use electricity generated from coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear and hydroelectricto use electricity generated from coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear and hydroelectricto use electricity generated from coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear and hydroelectric

sources.  With regard to liquefied natural gas, the potential for using this for powersources.  With regard to liquefied natural gas, the potential for using this for powersources.  With regard to liquefied natural gas, the potential for using this for powersources.  With regard to liquefied natural gas, the potential for using this for power

generation and other needs has been examined on behalf of the Government bygeneration and other needs has been examined on behalf of the Government bygeneration and other needs has been examined on behalf of the Government bygeneration and other needs has been examined on behalf of the Government by

consultants and it appears to offer some potential but probably only in the much longerconsultants and it appears to offer some potential but probably only in the much longerconsultants and it appears to offer some potential but probably only in the much longerconsultants and it appears to offer some potential but probably only in the much longer

term.term.term.term.

While I expect demand for energy in Hong Kong to continue to grow roughly in lineWhile I expect demand for energy in Hong Kong to continue to grow roughly in lineWhile I expect demand for energy in Hong Kong to continue to grow roughly in lineWhile I expect demand for energy in Hong Kong to continue to grow roughly in line

with the growth of the economy, our energy policy clearly must take into account energywith the growth of the economy, our energy policy clearly must take into account energywith the growth of the economy, our energy policy clearly must take into account energywith the growth of the economy, our energy policy clearly must take into account energy

conservation.  I accept we need to do more in this area and indeed we are doing soconservation.  I accept we need to do more in this area and indeed we are doing soconservation.  I accept we need to do more in this area and indeed we are doing soconservation.  I accept we need to do more in this area and indeed we are doing so

in a number of ways.  In particular, we support efforts by the power companies toin a number of ways.  In particular, we support efforts by the power companies toin a number of ways.  In particular, we support efforts by the power companies toin a number of ways.  In particular, we support efforts by the power companies to

improve the thermal efficiency of their generating plant and will in future requireimprove the thermal efficiency of their generating plant and will in future requireimprove the thermal efficiency of their generating plant and will in future requireimprove the thermal efficiency of their generating plant and will in future require

them, under the respective schemes of control, to formulate measures to promote energythem, under the respective schemes of control, to formulate measures to promote energythem, under the respective schemes of control, to formulate measures to promote energythem, under the respective schemes of control, to formulate measures to promote energy

efficiency and conservation.  Likewise, they have been, and will continue to be,efficiency and conservation.  Likewise, they have been, and will continue to be,efficiency and conservation.  Likewise, they have been, and will continue to be,efficiency and conservation.  Likewise, they have been, and will continue to be,

required through relevant pollution control legislation to meet environmentalrequired through relevant pollution control legislation to meet environmentalrequired through relevant pollution control legislation to meet environmentalrequired through relevant pollution control legislation to meet environmental

standards.standards.standards.standards.

In view of both the global and local environmental concerns over the productionIn view of both the global and local environmental concerns over the productionIn view of both the global and local environmental concerns over the productionIn view of both the global and local environmental concerns over the production

and use of energy, it is essential for the Government to take an active approach toand use of energy, it is essential for the Government to take an active approach toand use of energy, it is essential for the Government to take an active approach toand use of energy, it is essential for the Government to take an active approach to

energy efficiency.  The Executive Council decided in 1991 that early cost-effectiveenergy efficiency.  The Executive Council decided in 1991 that early cost-effectiveenergy efficiency.  The Executive Council decided in 1991 that early cost-effectiveenergy efficiency.  The Executive Council decided in 1991 that early cost-effective

action should be taken to increase the efficiency with which energy is used in Hongaction should be taken to increase the efficiency with which energy is used in Hongaction should be taken to increase the efficiency with which energy is used in Hongaction should be taken to increase the efficiency with which energy is used in Hong

Kong and that an advisory committee should be set up to advise on the appropriateKong and that an advisory committee should be set up to advise on the appropriateKong and that an advisory committee should be set up to advise on the appropriateKong and that an advisory committee should be set up to advise on the appropriate

action to be taken to maximize energy efficiency in Hong Kong.action to be taken to maximize energy efficiency in Hong Kong.action to be taken to maximize energy efficiency in Hong Kong.action to be taken to maximize energy efficiency in Hong Kong.

Accordingly, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee was formed in April 1991Accordingly, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee was formed in April 1991Accordingly, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee was formed in April 1991Accordingly, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee was formed in April 1991



to advise the Government on how to bring about improvements in energy efficiencyto advise the Government on how to bring about improvements in energy efficiencyto advise the Government on how to bring about improvements in energy efficiencyto advise the Government on how to bring about improvements in energy efficiency

throughout Hong Kong and to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy forthroughout Hong Kong and to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy forthroughout Hong Kong and to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy forthroughout Hong Kong and to formulate a comprehensive energy efficiency policy for

the longer term. The Committee comprises representatives from the business sector,the longer term. The Committee comprises representatives from the business sector,the longer term. The Committee comprises representatives from the business sector,the longer term. The Committee comprises representatives from the business sector,

public utility companies, professional associations, government departments,public utility companies, professional associations, government departments,public utility companies, professional associations, government departments,public utility companies, professional associations, government departments,

academics, environmentalists and lay people.academics, environmentalists and lay people.academics, environmentalists and lay people.academics, environmentalists and lay people.

The Committee has drawn up a programme for tThe Committee has drawn up a programme for tThe Committee has drawn up a programme for tThe Committee has drawn up a programme for the implementation or furtherhe implementation or furtherhe implementation or furtherhe implementation or further

consideration of various proposals to promote the efficient use of energy.  A publicconsideration of various proposals to promote the efficient use of energy.  A publicconsideration of various proposals to promote the efficient use of energy.  A publicconsideration of various proposals to promote the efficient use of energy.  A public

education campaign on energy efficiency will commence in a few months.  A series ofeducation campaign on energy efficiency will commence in a few months.  A series ofeducation campaign on energy efficiency will commence in a few months.  A series ofeducation campaign on energy efficiency will commence in a few months.  A series of

advisory notes on good energy housekeeping will be published to enhance publicadvisory notes on good energy housekeeping will be published to enhance publicadvisory notes on good energy housekeeping will be published to enhance publicadvisory notes on good energy housekeeping will be published to enhance public

awareness of good housekeeping and maintenance practices.  This is in addition toawareness of good housekeeping and maintenance practices.  This is in addition toawareness of good housekeeping and maintenance practices.  This is in addition toawareness of good housekeeping and maintenance practices.  This is in addition to

the efforts made by the utility companies themselves.  The first of these, thethe efforts made by the utility companies themselves.  The first of these, thethe efforts made by the utility companies themselves.  The first of these, thethe efforts made by the utility companies themselves.  The first of these, the

Advisory Note on Energy Efficiency in Existing Commercial Buildings in Hong Kong willAdvisory Note on Energy Efficiency in Existing Commercial Buildings in Hong Kong willAdvisory Note on Energy Efficiency in Existing Commercial Buildings in Hong Kong willAdvisory Note on Energy Efficiency in Existing Commercial Buildings in Hong Kong will

be distributed to all building managers in parallel with the public education campaign.be distributed to all building managers in parallel with the public education campaign.be distributed to all building managers in parallel with the public education campaign.be distributed to all building managers in parallel with the public education campaign.

A separate advisory note on energy efficiency in residential buildings is expectedA separate advisory note on energy efficiency in residential buildings is expectedA separate advisory note on energy efficiency in residential buildings is expectedA separate advisory note on energy efficiency in residential buildings is expected

to be issued by the end of this year.to be issued by the end of this year.to be issued by the end of this year.to be issued by the end of this year.

We have accepted in principle thWe have accepted in principle thWe have accepted in principle thWe have accepted in principle the Committee's advice that statutory Overalle Committee's advice that statutory Overalle Committee's advice that statutory Overalle Committee's advice that statutory Overall

Thermal Transfer Value controls should be introduced for new commercial and hotelThermal Transfer Value controls should be introduced for new commercial and hotelThermal Transfer Value controls should be introduced for new commercial and hotelThermal Transfer Value controls should be introduced for new commercial and hotel

buildings initially and extended later to other classes of building.  A handbook onbuildings initially and extended later to other classes of building.  A handbook onbuildings initially and extended later to other classes of building.  A handbook onbuildings initially and extended later to other classes of building.  A handbook on

Overall Thermal Transfer Value  calculations will be published as a consultativeOverall Thermal Transfer Value  calculations will be published as a consultativeOverall Thermal Transfer Value  calculations will be published as a consultativeOverall Thermal Transfer Value  calculations will be published as a consultative

document to collect data and allow for refinement of the relevant standards.  Thedocument to collect data and allow for refinement of the relevant standards.  Thedocument to collect data and allow for refinement of the relevant standards.  Thedocument to collect data and allow for refinement of the relevant standards.  The

proposed controls would be the first step towards the introduction of a comprehensiveproposed controls would be the first step towards the introduction of a comprehensiveproposed controls would be the first step towards the introduction of a comprehensiveproposed controls would be the first step towards the introduction of a comprehensive

building energy code.building energy code.building energy code.building energy code.

The Committee will also carryThe Committee will also carryThe Committee will also carryThe Committee will also carry out further research into the patterns of energy out further research into the patterns of energy out further research into the patterns of energy out further research into the patterns of energy

consumption in all major energy-using sectors of the local economy and into ways ofconsumption in all major energy-using sectors of the local economy and into ways ofconsumption in all major energy-using sectors of the local economy and into ways ofconsumption in all major energy-using sectors of the local economy and into ways of

improving energy efficiency in existing buildings with particular focus on air-improving energy efficiency in existing buildings with particular focus on air-improving energy efficiency in existing buildings with particular focus on air-improving energy efficiency in existing buildings with particular focus on air-

conditioning, lighting and lift systems.  The Committee will consider several usefulconditioning, lighting and lift systems.  The Committee will consider several usefulconditioning, lighting and lift systems.  The Committee will consider several usefulconditioning, lighting and lift systems.  The Committee will consider several useful

measures recommended by members.  Some of these are in fact already in hand; formeasures recommended by members.  Some of these are in fact already in hand; formeasures recommended by members.  Some of these are in fact already in hand; formeasures recommended by members.  Some of these are in fact already in hand; for

example, audit of powered equipment in industry is part of the checklist for smallexample, audit of powered equipment in industry is part of the checklist for smallexample, audit of powered equipment in industry is part of the checklist for smallexample, audit of powered equipment in industry is part of the checklist for small

factories recently compiled by the Centre for Environmental Technology for thefactories recently compiled by the Centre for Environmental Technology for thefactories recently compiled by the Centre for Environmental Technology for thefactories recently compiled by the Centre for Environmental Technology for the

Environmental Campaign Committee.Environmental Campaign Committee.Environmental Campaign Committee.Environmental Campaign Committee.

Possible longer-term measures include the setting up of an energy efficiencyPossible longer-term measures include the setting up of an energy efficiencyPossible longer-term measures include the setting up of an energy efficiencyPossible longer-term measures include the setting up of an energy efficiency

display and information centre, involving the Government, power and oil companies,display and information centre, involving the Government, power and oil companies,display and information centre, involving the Government, power and oil companies,display and information centre, involving the Government, power and oil companies,

the Consumer Council, and possibly electrical appliance companies and thethe Consumer Council, and possibly electrical appliance companies and thethe Consumer Council, and possibly electrical appliance companies and thethe Consumer Council, and possibly electrical appliance companies and the

introduction of an energy labelling system for electrical household appliances.  Theintroduction of an energy labelling system for electrical household appliances.  Theintroduction of an energy labelling system for electrical household appliances.  Theintroduction of an energy labelling system for electrical household appliances.  The



Director-General of Industry also has appointed consultants to examine a broad rangeDirector-General of Industry also has appointed consultants to examine a broad rangeDirector-General of Industry also has appointed consultants to examine a broad rangeDirector-General of Industry also has appointed consultants to examine a broad range

of issues affecting industry arising from the White Paper on the Environment (1989).of issues affecting industry arising from the White Paper on the Environment (1989).of issues affecting industry arising from the White Paper on the Environment (1989).of issues affecting industry arising from the White Paper on the Environment (1989).

One of the issues to be examined is the concept of a levy on energy.One of the issues to be examined is the concept of a levy on energy.One of the issues to be examined is the concept of a levy on energy.One of the issues to be examined is the concept of a levy on energy.

I have considered carefully the Rev FUNG's suggestion that an Energy AdvisoryI have considered carefully the Rev FUNG's suggestion that an Energy AdvisoryI have considered carefully the Rev FUNG's suggestion that an Energy AdvisoryI have considered carefully the Rev FUNG's suggestion that an Energy Advisory

Committee should be established.  Whilst I appreciate his underlying intention, ICommittee should be established.  Whilst I appreciate his underlying intention, ICommittee should be established.  Whilst I appreciate his underlying intention, ICommittee should be established.  Whilst I appreciate his underlying intention, I

doubt whether such an approach would be the most cost effective way of proceeding.doubt whether such an approach would be the most cost effective way of proceeding.doubt whether such an approach would be the most cost effective way of proceeding.doubt whether such an approach would be the most cost effective way of proceeding.

Our preferred approach is to set up advisory committees as and when necessary withOur preferred approach is to set up advisory committees as and when necessary withOur preferred approach is to set up advisory committees as and when necessary withOur preferred approach is to set up advisory committees as and when necessary with

a specific and more focused remit, thus making the best use of the expertise availablea specific and more focused remit, thus making the best use of the expertise availablea specific and more focused remit, thus making the best use of the expertise availablea specific and more focused remit, thus making the best use of the expertise available

and ensuring quick action.  The Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee, theand ensuring quick action.  The Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee, theand ensuring quick action.  The Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee, theand ensuring quick action.  The Environmental Pollution Advisory Committee, the

Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee, the Supply Voltage Advisory Committee and theEnergy Efficiency Advisory Committee, the Supply Voltage Advisory Committee and theEnergy Efficiency Advisory Committee, the Supply Voltage Advisory Committee and theEnergy Efficiency Advisory Committee, the Supply Voltage Advisory Committee and the

Gas Safety Advisory Committee are successful examples of this approach.  The presentGas Safety Advisory Committee are successful examples of this approach.  The presentGas Safety Advisory Committee are successful examples of this approach.  The presentGas Safety Advisory Committee are successful examples of this approach.  The present

consultative machinery appears to be functioning well but I can assure Members thatconsultative machinery appears to be functioning well but I can assure Members thatconsultative machinery appears to be functioning well but I can assure Members thatconsultative machinery appears to be functioning well but I can assure Members that

we will keep it under regular review and strengthen it if this appears necessary.we will keep it under regular review and strengthen it if this appears necessary.we will keep it under regular review and strengthen it if this appears necessary.we will keep it under regular review and strengthen it if this appears necessary.

Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): First of all, I would like to thank Members forREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): First of all, I would like to thank Members forREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): First of all, I would like to thank Members forREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): First of all, I would like to thank Members for

their comments.  I agree with most of their comments and suggestions.  With only atheir comments.  I agree with most of their comments and suggestions.  With only atheir comments.  I agree with most of their comments and suggestions.  With only atheir comments.  I agree with most of their comments and suggestions.  With only a

few of them do I differ a little bit.few of them do I differ a little bit.few of them do I differ a little bit.few of them do I differ a little bit.

Mr Steven POON, in referring to environmental protection as an additionalMr Steven POON, in referring to environmental protection as an additionalMr Steven POON, in referring to environmental protection as an additionalMr Steven POON, in referring to environmental protection as an additional

consideration, expressed the view that, if we were to have cleaner energy, the resultconsideration, expressed the view that, if we were to have cleaner energy, the resultconsideration, expressed the view that, if we were to have cleaner energy, the resultconsideration, expressed the view that, if we were to have cleaner energy, the result

might be that some members of the public would be unable to afford the high cost ofmight be that some members of the public would be unable to afford the high cost ofmight be that some members of the public would be unable to afford the high cost ofmight be that some members of the public would be unable to afford the high cost of

it.  This point is open to question.  It is the experience of many places around theit.  This point is open to question.  It is the experience of many places around theit.  This point is open to question.  It is the experience of many places around theit.  This point is open to question.  It is the experience of many places around the

world that the addition of the environmental protection factor in the considerationworld that the addition of the environmental protection factor in the considerationworld that the addition of the environmental protection factor in the considerationworld that the addition of the environmental protection factor in the consideration

of the use of energy does not necessarily raise the cost of energy.of the use of energy does not necessarily raise the cost of energy.of the use of energy does not necessarily raise the cost of energy.of the use of energy does not necessarily raise the cost of energy.

Mr POON also suggested the use of natural gas.  I feel that this suggestion meritsMr POON also suggested the use of natural gas.  I feel that this suggestion meritsMr POON also suggested the use of natural gas.  I feel that this suggestion meritsMr POON also suggested the use of natural gas.  I feel that this suggestion merits

support but it calls for long-term planning.  One consideration is whether thesupport but it calls for long-term planning.  One consideration is whether thesupport but it calls for long-term planning.  One consideration is whether thesupport but it calls for long-term planning.  One consideration is whether the

investment in, and the large-scale use of, liquefied natural gas will make businessinvestment in, and the large-scale use of, liquefied natural gas will make businessinvestment in, and the large-scale use of, liquefied natural gas will make businessinvestment in, and the large-scale use of, liquefied natural gas will make business

sense.sense.sense.sense.

As for Dr Samuel WONG's comments, they precisely highlight a major weakness inAs for Dr Samuel WONG's comments, they precisely highlight a major weakness inAs for Dr Samuel WONG's comments, they precisely highlight a major weakness inAs for Dr Samuel WONG's comments, they precisely highlight a major weakness in

the internal operations of the Government, the result of which is that Hong Kong doesthe internal operations of the Government, the result of which is that Hong Kong doesthe internal operations of the Government, the result of which is that Hong Kong doesthe internal operations of the Government, the result of which is that Hong Kong does

not have an energy policy.  However, according to the Secretary for Economic Servicesnot have an energy policy.  However, according to the Secretary for Economic Servicesnot have an energy policy.  However, according to the Secretary for Economic Servicesnot have an energy policy.  However, according to the Secretary for Economic Services

a moment ago, the Government does have an energy policy.  I will come back to thisa moment ago, the Government does have an energy policy.  I will come back to thisa moment ago, the Government does have an energy policy.  I will come back to thisa moment ago, the Government does have an energy policy.  I will come back to this



matter later.  But there is one point concerning nuclear energy over which I differmatter later.  But there is one point concerning nuclear energy over which I differmatter later.  But there is one point concerning nuclear energy over which I differmatter later.  But there is one point concerning nuclear energy over which I differ

with Dr WONG.  However, I do not intend to argue about this point here.with Dr WONG.  However, I do not intend to argue about this point here.with Dr WONG.  However, I do not intend to argue about this point here.with Dr WONG.  However, I do not intend to argue about this point here.

Now I would like to respond to the comments of the Secretary for Economic Services.Now I would like to respond to the comments of the Secretary for Economic Services.Now I would like to respond to the comments of the Secretary for Economic Services.Now I would like to respond to the comments of the Secretary for Economic Services.

The Secretary said that Hong Kong does have an energy policy.  I am greatly puzzled.The Secretary said that Hong Kong does have an energy policy.  I am greatly puzzled.The Secretary said that Hong Kong does have an energy policy.  I am greatly puzzled.The Secretary said that Hong Kong does have an energy policy.  I am greatly puzzled.

I believe that many Members of this Council feel the same way.  If the GovernmentI believe that many Members of this Council feel the same way.  If the GovernmentI believe that many Members of this Council feel the same way.  If the GovernmentI believe that many Members of this Council feel the same way.  If the Government

does have an energy policy, it is probably a very incomplete policy still on thedoes have an energy policy, it is probably a very incomplete policy still on thedoes have an energy policy, it is probably a very incomplete policy still on thedoes have an energy policy, it is probably a very incomplete policy still on the

drawing board.drawing board.drawing board.drawing board.

Let me cite a very simple example.  In Hong Kong, wLet me cite a very simple example.  In Hong Kong, wLet me cite a very simple example.  In Hong Kong, wLet me cite a very simple example.  In Hong Kong, we have very limited energye have very limited energye have very limited energye have very limited energy

data.  We do not have a comprehensive and systematic energy database.  Recently, thedata.  We do not have a comprehensive and systematic energy database.  Recently, thedata.  We do not have a comprehensive and systematic energy database.  Recently, thedata.  We do not have a comprehensive and systematic energy database.  Recently, the

business community has been planning to gather such data on their own.  Evidently,business community has been planning to gather such data on their own.  Evidently,business community has been planning to gather such data on their own.  Evidently,business community has been planning to gather such data on their own.  Evidently,

the business community is going to do this because the Government has failed to dothe business community is going to do this because the Government has failed to dothe business community is going to do this because the Government has failed to dothe business community is going to do this because the Government has failed to do

so.  We do not even have the basic data.  How, then, can we talk about detailedso.  We do not even have the basic data.  How, then, can we talk about detailedso.  We do not even have the basic data.  How, then, can we talk about detailedso.  We do not even have the basic data.  How, then, can we talk about detailed

analysis, research and planning?  Given the limited data available, to say that weanalysis, research and planning?  Given the limited data available, to say that weanalysis, research and planning?  Given the limited data available, to say that weanalysis, research and planning?  Given the limited data available, to say that we

do have an energy policy is unacceptable.do have an energy policy is unacceptable.do have an energy policy is unacceptable.do have an energy policy is unacceptable.

I would like to cite the caI would like to cite the caI would like to cite the caI would like to cite the case of natural gas as an actual example.  Are these of natural gas as an actual example.  Are these of natural gas as an actual example.  Are these of natural gas as an actual example.  Are the

commercial institutions trying to import natural gas on their own initiative or doescommercial institutions trying to import natural gas on their own initiative or doescommercial institutions trying to import natural gas on their own initiative or doescommercial institutions trying to import natural gas on their own initiative or does

the Government encourage them to do so?  I believe that the former is the case.the Government encourage them to do so?  I believe that the former is the case.the Government encourage them to do so?  I believe that the former is the case.the Government encourage them to do so?  I believe that the former is the case.

Evidently, the private sector's move is not in response to the Government's policyEvidently, the private sector's move is not in response to the Government's policyEvidently, the private sector's move is not in response to the Government's policyEvidently, the private sector's move is not in response to the Government's policy

or initiative.  The Government is reactive in the sense that it only considersor initiative.  The Government is reactive in the sense that it only considersor initiative.  The Government is reactive in the sense that it only considersor initiative.  The Government is reactive in the sense that it only considers

proposals after they are made.  Therefore, we definitely cannot say that theproposals after they are made.  Therefore, we definitely cannot say that theproposals after they are made.  Therefore, we definitely cannot say that theproposals after they are made.  Therefore, we definitely cannot say that the

Government has a guiding policy.Government has a guiding policy.Government has a guiding policy.Government has a guiding policy.

Furthermore, we may askFurthermore, we may askFurthermore, we may askFurthermore, we may ask ourselves.  How much energy will Hong Kong be using over ourselves.  How much energy will Hong Kong be using over ourselves.  How much energy will Hong Kong be using over ourselves.  How much energy will Hong Kong be using over

the next 10 years?  What will be the state of geographical distribution of energythe next 10 years?  What will be the state of geographical distribution of energythe next 10 years?  What will be the state of geographical distribution of energythe next 10 years?  What will be the state of geographical distribution of energy

consumption?  Is there a plan for all these?  If the answer is no, how can we sayconsumption?  Is there a plan for all these?  If the answer is no, how can we sayconsumption?  Is there a plan for all these?  If the answer is no, how can we sayconsumption?  Is there a plan for all these?  If the answer is no, how can we say

that there is an energy policy?that there is an energy policy?that there is an energy policy?that there is an energy policy?

I will now return to Members' comments.  Many Members agree that there ought toI will now return to Members' comments.  Many Members agree that there ought toI will now return to Members' comments.  Many Members agree that there ought toI will now return to Members' comments.  Many Members agree that there ought to

be an energy policy.  For those Members who did not speak, I wonder what their viewsbe an energy policy.  For those Members who did not speak, I wonder what their viewsbe an energy policy.  For those Members who did not speak, I wonder what their viewsbe an energy policy.  For those Members who did not speak, I wonder what their views

are.  As for those who did speak, it is quite obvious that they do not think thatare.  As for those who did speak, it is quite obvious that they do not think thatare.  As for those who did speak, it is quite obvious that they do not think thatare.  As for those who did speak, it is quite obvious that they do not think that

Hong Kong has an energy policy.  Therefore, we hope that the Government willHong Kong has an energy policy.  Therefore, we hope that the Government willHong Kong has an energy policy.  Therefore, we hope that the Government willHong Kong has an energy policy.  Therefore, we hope that the Government will

expeditiously make a study of all aspects of the energy issue and come up with a planexpeditiously make a study of all aspects of the energy issue and come up with a planexpeditiously make a study of all aspects of the energy issue and come up with a planexpeditiously make a study of all aspects of the energy issue and come up with a plan

and a policy.and a policy.and a policy.and a policy.

Looking at the present structure of the Government, we do not see a specialLooking at the present structure of the Government, we do not see a specialLooking at the present structure of the Government, we do not see a specialLooking at the present structure of the Government, we do not see a special



policy-making branch that is in charge of energy matters.  It is therefore no wonderpolicy-making branch that is in charge of energy matters.  It is therefore no wonderpolicy-making branch that is in charge of energy matters.  It is therefore no wonderpolicy-making branch that is in charge of energy matters.  It is therefore no wonder

that we are handicapped in our effort to understand, study and make a policy for energythat we are handicapped in our effort to understand, study and make a policy for energythat we are handicapped in our effort to understand, study and make a policy for energythat we are handicapped in our effort to understand, study and make a policy for energy

matters.  We hope that the Government will improve things soon by setting up a specialmatters.  We hope that the Government will improve things soon by setting up a specialmatters.  We hope that the Government will improve things soon by setting up a specialmatters.  We hope that the Government will improve things soon by setting up a special

high-level policy-making branch for handling energy matters.  Unless this is done,high-level policy-making branch for handling energy matters.  Unless this is done,high-level policy-making branch for handling energy matters.  Unless this is done,high-level policy-making branch for handling energy matters.  Unless this is done,

we will not know which proper department to submit our suggestions to; our effortswe will not know which proper department to submit our suggestions to; our effortswe will not know which proper department to submit our suggestions to; our effortswe will not know which proper department to submit our suggestions to; our efforts

will be misdirected.  Now we urge the Government to formulate an energy policy, butwill be misdirected.  Now we urge the Government to formulate an energy policy, butwill be misdirected.  Now we urge the Government to formulate an energy policy, butwill be misdirected.  Now we urge the Government to formulate an energy policy, but

the official reply is that such a policy is already in place.the official reply is that such a policy is already in place.the official reply is that such a policy is already in place.the official reply is that such a policy is already in place.

There is another matter I would like to comment.  I am disappointed to learn thatThere is another matter I would like to comment.  I am disappointed to learn thatThere is another matter I would like to comment.  I am disappointed to learn thatThere is another matter I would like to comment.  I am disappointed to learn that

the Secretary for Economic Services finds no need to set up an Energy Advisorythe Secretary for Economic Services finds no need to set up an Energy Advisorythe Secretary for Economic Services finds no need to set up an Energy Advisorythe Secretary for Economic Services finds no need to set up an Energy Advisory

Committee at this time.  As a matter of fact, the Energy Advisory Committee willCommittee at this time.  As a matter of fact, the Energy Advisory Committee willCommittee at this time.  As a matter of fact, the Energy Advisory Committee willCommittee at this time.  As a matter of fact, the Energy Advisory Committee will

merely be an advisory body in nature; it is to assist the Government in the formulationmerely be an advisory body in nature; it is to assist the Government in the formulationmerely be an advisory body in nature; it is to assist the Government in the formulationmerely be an advisory body in nature; it is to assist the Government in the formulation

of a comprehensive energy policy.  If we cannot even set up such a committee toof a comprehensive energy policy.  If we cannot even set up such a committee toof a comprehensive energy policy.  If we cannot even set up such a committee toof a comprehensive energy policy.  If we cannot even set up such a committee to

consider all aspects of the energy issue, then, we can only expect to have half-consider all aspects of the energy issue, then, we can only expect to have half-consider all aspects of the energy issue, then, we can only expect to have half-consider all aspects of the energy issue, then, we can only expect to have half-

baked energy decisions.baked energy decisions.baked energy decisions.baked energy decisions.

I hope that Members will support my motion and the Government will make a realI hope that Members will support my motion and the Government will make a realI hope that Members will support my motion and the Government will make a realI hope that Members will support my motion and the Government will make a real

effort.effort.effort.effort.

I so make my submission.  Thank you.I so make my submission.  Thank you.I so make my submission.  Thank you.I so make my submission.  Thank you.

Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We proceed to the second motion debate on the Order Paper and inDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We proceed to the second motion debate on the Order Paper and inDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We proceed to the second motion debate on the Order Paper and inDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We proceed to the second motion debate on the Order Paper and in

accordance with Members' voluntary agreement as to length of speeches, other thanaccordance with Members' voluntary agreement as to length of speeches, other thanaccordance with Members' voluntary agreement as to length of speeches, other thanaccordance with Members' voluntary agreement as to length of speeches, other than

the main speaker and the mover of the amendment, Members should endeavour to keepthe main speaker and the mover of the amendment, Members should endeavour to keepthe main speaker and the mover of the amendment, Members should endeavour to keepthe main speaker and the mover of the amendment, Members should endeavour to keep

their speeches down to five minutes please.their speeches down to five minutes please.their speeches down to five minutes please.their speeches down to five minutes please.

MOST FAVOURED NATION STATUS FOR CHINAMOST FAVOURED NATION STATUS FOR CHINAMOST FAVOURED NATION STATUS FOR CHINAMOST FAVOURED NATION STATUS FOR CHINA

MR VINCENT CHENG moved the following motion:MR VINCENT CHENG moved the following motion:MR VINCENT CHENG moved the following motion:MR VINCENT CHENG moved the following motion:

"That this Council supports unconditional renewal of Most Favoured Nation status for"That this Council supports unconditional renewal of Most Favoured Nation status for"That this Council supports unconditional renewal of Most Favoured Nation status for"That this Council supports unconditional renewal of Most Favoured Nation status for

China by the United States; and urges the Hong Kong Government to maintain vigorousChina by the United States; and urges the Hong Kong Government to maintain vigorousChina by the United States; and urges the Hong Kong Government to maintain vigorousChina by the United States; and urges the Hong Kong Government to maintain vigorous

efforts and, when necessary, seek greater support from the United Kingdom Government,efforts and, when necessary, seek greater support from the United Kingdom Government,efforts and, when necessary, seek greater support from the United Kingdom Government,efforts and, when necessary, seek greater support from the United Kingdom Government,

in pursuit of this goal."in pursuit of this goal."in pursuit of this goal."in pursuit of this goal."



MR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name on theMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name on theMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name on theMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name on the

Order Paper.Order Paper.Order Paper.Order Paper.

Before I speak on the motion, I would Before I speak on the motion, I would Before I speak on the motion, I would Before I speak on the motion, I would like to deny categorically allegations thatlike to deny categorically allegations thatlike to deny categorically allegations thatlike to deny categorically allegations that

this motion is politically motivated and intended to embarrass some of my colleaguesthis motion is politically motivated and intended to embarrass some of my colleaguesthis motion is politically motivated and intended to embarrass some of my colleaguesthis motion is politically motivated and intended to embarrass some of my colleagues

in this Council.  This is simply not true and I am saddened by the tendency to imputein this Council.  This is simply not true and I am saddened by the tendency to imputein this Council.  This is simply not true and I am saddened by the tendency to imputein this Council.  This is simply not true and I am saddened by the tendency to impute

ulterior motives to every debate in this Council.  This is unhealthy and not worthyulterior motives to every debate in this Council.  This is unhealthy and not worthyulterior motives to every debate in this Council.  This is unhealthy and not worthyulterior motives to every debate in this Council.  This is unhealthy and not worthy

of this honourable institution.  I do not want to politicize the issue.  It is aof this honourable institution.  I do not want to politicize the issue.  It is aof this honourable institution.  I do not want to politicize the issue.  It is aof this honourable institution.  I do not want to politicize the issue.  It is a

simple motion but I cannot stop it from being politicized.  Some Members, rightlysimple motion but I cannot stop it from being politicized.  Some Members, rightlysimple motion but I cannot stop it from being politicized.  Some Members, rightlysimple motion but I cannot stop it from being politicized.  Some Members, rightly

so, questioned the need and timing of this motion.  The need for a Legislative Councilso, questioned the need and timing of this motion.  The need for a Legislative Councilso, questioned the need and timing of this motion.  The need for a Legislative Councilso, questioned the need and timing of this motion.  The need for a Legislative Council

discussion is certainly there.  Although strictly speaking it is a matter betweendiscussion is certainly there.  Although strictly speaking it is a matter betweendiscussion is certainly there.  Although strictly speaking it is a matter betweendiscussion is certainly there.  Although strictly speaking it is a matter between

the United States and the People's Republic of China, removal of China's MFN status,the United States and the People's Republic of China, removal of China's MFN status,the United States and the People's Republic of China, removal of China's MFN status,the United States and the People's Republic of China, removal of China's MFN status,

or even conditional renewal, would cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs.  Sinceor even conditional renewal, would cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs.  Sinceor even conditional renewal, would cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs.  Sinceor even conditional renewal, would cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs.  Since

we have all vowed to defend the interests of Hong Kong, we cannot ignore this issue,we have all vowed to defend the interests of Hong Kong, we cannot ignore this issue,we have all vowed to defend the interests of Hong Kong, we cannot ignore this issue,we have all vowed to defend the interests of Hong Kong, we cannot ignore this issue,

hoping that it will go away.hoping that it will go away.hoping that it will go away.hoping that it will go away.

The timing is certainly appropriate.  Those who are familiar with the timetableThe timing is certainly appropriate.  Those who are familiar with the timetableThe timing is certainly appropriate.  Those who are familiar with the timetableThe timing is certainly appropriate.  Those who are familiar with the timetable

for MFN debates in the United States would agree.  President BUSH has recentlyfor MFN debates in the United States would agree.  President BUSH has recentlyfor MFN debates in the United States would agree.  President BUSH has recentlyfor MFN debates in the United States would agree.  President BUSH has recently

announced his decision to renew unconditionally China's MFN status.  The Americanannounced his decision to renew unconditionally China's MFN status.  The Americanannounced his decision to renew unconditionally China's MFN status.  The Americanannounced his decision to renew unconditionally China's MFN status.  The American

Congress is looking at bills which would impose conditionality.  I understand thatCongress is looking at bills which would impose conditionality.  I understand thatCongress is looking at bills which would impose conditionality.  I understand thatCongress is looking at bills which would impose conditionality.  I understand that

some of the business associations in Hong Kong are planning to invite United Statessome of the business associations in Hong Kong are planning to invite United Statessome of the business associations in Hong Kong are planning to invite United Statessome of the business associations in Hong Kong are planning to invite United States

politicians or legislative assistants to visit Hong Kong and China in August.  Sopoliticians or legislative assistants to visit Hong Kong and China in August.  Sopoliticians or legislative assistants to visit Hong Kong and China in August.  Sopoliticians or legislative assistants to visit Hong Kong and China in August.  So

what could be a better time than today?what could be a better time than today?what could be a better time than today?what could be a better time than today?

Some people fear that if we do not have a unanimous view in this debate, our questSome people fear that if we do not have a unanimous view in this debate, our questSome people fear that if we do not have a unanimous view in this debate, our questSome people fear that if we do not have a unanimous view in this debate, our quest

for unconditional MFN renewal would be undermined. Some even went as far as sayingfor unconditional MFN renewal would be undermined. Some even went as far as sayingfor unconditional MFN renewal would be undermined. Some even went as far as sayingfor unconditional MFN renewal would be undermined. Some even went as far as saying

that if one Member of this Council spoke against unconditional MFN, it would ruinthat if one Member of this Council spoke against unconditional MFN, it would ruinthat if one Member of this Council spoke against unconditional MFN, it would ruinthat if one Member of this Council spoke against unconditional MFN, it would ruin

our lobbying efforts.  This surely cannot be true.  Unanimity in political views isour lobbying efforts.  This surely cannot be true.  Unanimity in political views isour lobbying efforts.  This surely cannot be true.  Unanimity in political views isour lobbying efforts.  This surely cannot be true.  Unanimity in political views is

a rare commodity in US politics and American politicians do appreciate that opinionsa rare commodity in US politics and American politicians do appreciate that opinionsa rare commodity in US politics and American politicians do appreciate that opinionsa rare commodity in US politics and American politicians do appreciate that opinions

can differ.  I therefore do not accept the argument that unless all Members supportcan differ.  I therefore do not accept the argument that unless all Members supportcan differ.  I therefore do not accept the argument that unless all Members supportcan differ.  I therefore do not accept the argument that unless all Members support

unconditional renewal of MFN, we should keep our mouth shut on this issue.  Privately,unconditional renewal of MFN, we should keep our mouth shut on this issue.  Privately,unconditional renewal of MFN, we should keep our mouth shut on this issue.  Privately,unconditional renewal of MFN, we should keep our mouth shut on this issue.  Privately,

many of us have presented our personal views to the United States Government.  Theremany of us have presented our personal views to the United States Government.  Theremany of us have presented our personal views to the United States Government.  Theremany of us have presented our personal views to the United States Government.  There

is no reason why we should not make our views on this issue public.is no reason why we should not make our views on this issue public.is no reason why we should not make our views on this issue public.is no reason why we should not make our views on this issue public.

Some people have queried the value of this debate and I owe them my explanation.Some people have queried the value of this debate and I owe them my explanation.Some people have queried the value of this debate and I owe them my explanation.Some people have queried the value of this debate and I owe them my explanation.

My view is that a clear majority support for this motion will give a clear messageMy view is that a clear majority support for this motion will give a clear messageMy view is that a clear majority support for this motion will give a clear messageMy view is that a clear majority support for this motion will give a clear message

to the United States that our lobbying in the United States by our businessto the United States that our lobbying in the United States by our businessto the United States that our lobbying in the United States by our businessto the United States that our lobbying in the United States by our business

associations is not just for our business interest but rather the interest of theassociations is not just for our business interest but rather the interest of theassociations is not just for our business interest but rather the interest of theassociations is not just for our business interest but rather the interest of the

whole community.  But if a clear majority of our Members here feel that MFN shouldwhole community.  But if a clear majority of our Members here feel that MFN shouldwhole community.  But if a clear majority of our Members here feel that MFN shouldwhole community.  But if a clear majority of our Members here feel that MFN should



not be renewed, then perhaps we should tell the United States Government the truenot be renewed, then perhaps we should tell the United States Government the truenot be renewed, then perhaps we should tell the United States Government the truenot be renewed, then perhaps we should tell the United States Government the true

story, not just hushing these people up.  The business sector has been lobbying hardstory, not just hushing these people up.  The business sector has been lobbying hardstory, not just hushing these people up.  The business sector has been lobbying hardstory, not just hushing these people up.  The business sector has been lobbying hard

over MFN. No matter how well intended these lobbying efforts are they need the supportover MFN. No matter how well intended these lobbying efforts are they need the supportover MFN. No matter how well intended these lobbying efforts are they need the supportover MFN. No matter how well intended these lobbying efforts are they need the support

of this community.  If they do not have the support of a cross-section of thisof this community.  If they do not have the support of a cross-section of thisof this community.  If they do not have the support of a cross-section of thisof this community.  If they do not have the support of a cross-section of this

community which this Council represents the truth should be told.  That is the valuecommunity which this Council represents the truth should be told.  That is the valuecommunity which this Council represents the truth should be told.  That is the valuecommunity which this Council represents the truth should be told.  That is the value

of this motion debate and that is why it is important.of this motion debate and that is why it is important.of this motion debate and that is why it is important.of this motion debate and that is why it is important.

IIII hope these remarks can allay some of the fears that this is a political trap hope these remarks can allay some of the fears that this is a political trap hope these remarks can allay some of the fears that this is a political trap hope these remarks can allay some of the fears that this is a political trap

or storm in the teacup.  This debate should be rational and not one tinged by politicalor storm in the teacup.  This debate should be rational and not one tinged by politicalor storm in the teacup.  This debate should be rational and not one tinged by politicalor storm in the teacup.  This debate should be rational and not one tinged by political

posturing.  We are talking about the tens of thousands of jobs and the livelihoodposturing.  We are talking about the tens of thousands of jobs and the livelihoodposturing.  We are talking about the tens of thousands of jobs and the livelihoodposturing.  We are talking about the tens of thousands of jobs and the livelihood

of ten of thousands of people in Hong Kong.  We must rise above petty politics.  Theof ten of thousands of people in Hong Kong.  We must rise above petty politics.  Theof ten of thousands of people in Hong Kong.  We must rise above petty politics.  Theof ten of thousands of people in Hong Kong.  We must rise above petty politics.  The

reason for my tabling this motion is simple.  Removal of China's MFN status by thereason for my tabling this motion is simple.  Removal of China's MFN status by thereason for my tabling this motion is simple.  Removal of China's MFN status by thereason for my tabling this motion is simple.  Removal of China's MFN status by the

United States Government would severely damage Hong Kong at a time when we can leastUnited States Government would severely damage Hong Kong at a time when we can leastUnited States Government would severely damage Hong Kong at a time when we can leastUnited States Government would severely damage Hong Kong at a time when we can least

afford anything that undermines confidence in our future and our ability to financeafford anything that undermines confidence in our future and our ability to financeafford anything that undermines confidence in our future and our ability to financeafford anything that undermines confidence in our future and our ability to finance

projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong and its people.projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong and its people.projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong and its people.projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong and its people.

The term "Most Favoured Nation" is one of the worst misnomers in the jargon ofThe term "Most Favoured Nation" is one of the worst misnomers in the jargon ofThe term "Most Favoured Nation" is one of the worst misnomers in the jargon ofThe term "Most Favoured Nation" is one of the worst misnomers in the jargon of

international trade.  While the expression "MFN" suggests that a country is accordedinternational trade.  While the expression "MFN" suggests that a country is accordedinternational trade.  While the expression "MFN" suggests that a country is accordedinternational trade.  While the expression "MFN" suggests that a country is accorded

special trading concessions, it actually means something quite different.  It is thespecial trading concessions, it actually means something quite different.  It is thespecial trading concessions, it actually means something quite different.  It is thespecial trading concessions, it actually means something quite different.  It is the

standard tariff treatment the United States extends to almost all its trading partners.standard tariff treatment the United States extends to almost all its trading partners.standard tariff treatment the United States extends to almost all its trading partners.standard tariff treatment the United States extends to almost all its trading partners.

Renewing China's MFN status is not a concession of special benefit, rather it onlyRenewing China's MFN status is not a concession of special benefit, rather it onlyRenewing China's MFN status is not a concession of special benefit, rather it onlyRenewing China's MFN status is not a concession of special benefit, rather it only

puts China on equal footing with other trading nations.  If I may suggest a moreputs China on equal footing with other trading nations.  If I may suggest a moreputs China on equal footing with other trading nations.  If I may suggest a moreputs China on equal footing with other trading nations.  If I may suggest a more

appropriate term to replace the words "Most Favoured Nation status", I would use theappropriate term to replace the words "Most Favoured Nation status", I would use theappropriate term to replace the words "Most Favoured Nation status", I would use theappropriate term to replace the words "Most Favoured Nation status", I would use the

words "NDN -- Non-Discriminatory Nation status" which better reflects the realwords "NDN -- Non-Discriminatory Nation status" which better reflects the realwords "NDN -- Non-Discriminatory Nation status" which better reflects the realwords "NDN -- Non-Discriminatory Nation status" which better reflects the real

meaning of this euphemism.  Taking this status away actually means activemeaning of this euphemism.  Taking this status away actually means activemeaning of this euphemism.  Taking this status away actually means activemeaning of this euphemism.  Taking this status away actually means active

discrimination against a trade partner.discrimination against a trade partner.discrimination against a trade partner.discrimination against a trade partner.

Since 1980, exports from China have enjoyed "Most Favoured Nation" status in theSince 1980, exports from China have enjoyed "Most Favoured Nation" status in theSince 1980, exports from China have enjoyed "Most Favoured Nation" status in theSince 1980, exports from China have enjoyed "Most Favoured Nation" status in the

United States.  This, together with China's economic reform and open door policy,United States.  This, together with China's economic reform and open door policy,United States.  This, together with China's economic reform and open door policy,United States.  This, together with China's economic reform and open door policy,

has strengthened substantially the economic relationship between China and the Unitedhas strengthened substantially the economic relationship between China and the Unitedhas strengthened substantially the economic relationship between China and the Unitedhas strengthened substantially the economic relationship between China and the United

States.  Hong Kong, being a major investor in China as well as the key entrepot, hasStates.  Hong Kong, being a major investor in China as well as the key entrepot, hasStates.  Hong Kong, being a major investor in China as well as the key entrepot, hasStates.  Hong Kong, being a major investor in China as well as the key entrepot, has

also benefited substantially.  The opportunities offered by this new dimension inalso benefited substantially.  The opportunities offered by this new dimension inalso benefited substantially.  The opportunities offered by this new dimension inalso benefited substantially.  The opportunities offered by this new dimension in

the United States-China-Hong Kong economic relationship has benefited all parties.the United States-China-Hong Kong economic relationship has benefited all parties.the United States-China-Hong Kong economic relationship has benefited all parties.the United States-China-Hong Kong economic relationship has benefited all parties.

China and the United States have benefited from the expansion of bilateral trade.China and the United States have benefited from the expansion of bilateral trade.China and the United States have benefited from the expansion of bilateral trade.China and the United States have benefited from the expansion of bilateral trade.

China has also gained from the rapid increase in foreign investment which has goneChina has also gained from the rapid increase in foreign investment which has goneChina has also gained from the rapid increase in foreign investment which has goneChina has also gained from the rapid increase in foreign investment which has gone

into China partly because of the more harmonious trading relationship with the Unitedinto China partly because of the more harmonious trading relationship with the Unitedinto China partly because of the more harmonious trading relationship with the Unitedinto China partly because of the more harmonious trading relationship with the United

States.  The benefit to Hong Kong is even greater.  We are freed of the constraintsStates.  The benefit to Hong Kong is even greater.  We are freed of the constraintsStates.  The benefit to Hong Kong is even greater.  We are freed of the constraintsStates.  The benefit to Hong Kong is even greater.  We are freed of the constraints

imposed by the shortage of labour and land, and are thus able to expand our productionimposed by the shortage of labour and land, and are thus able to expand our productionimposed by the shortage of labour and land, and are thus able to expand our productionimposed by the shortage of labour and land, and are thus able to expand our production



limits beyond our own horizons.limits beyond our own horizons.limits beyond our own horizons.limits beyond our own horizons.

Seen in this light, the conferment of MFN status for China must be the right policySeen in this light, the conferment of MFN status for China must be the right policySeen in this light, the conferment of MFN status for China must be the right policySeen in this light, the conferment of MFN status for China must be the right policy

for the United States because it benefits everybody.  No one has become worse offfor the United States because it benefits everybody.  No one has become worse offfor the United States because it benefits everybody.  No one has become worse offfor the United States because it benefits everybody.  No one has become worse off

because of MFN for China.because of MFN for China.because of MFN for China.because of MFN for China.

Removal of China's MFN status would seriously damage Hong Kong. We would loseRemoval of China's MFN status would seriously damage Hong Kong. We would loseRemoval of China's MFN status would seriously damage Hong Kong. We would loseRemoval of China's MFN status would seriously damage Hong Kong. We would lose

35% to 40% (or HK$36 billion to $49 billion) worth of Hong Kong's re-exports from35% to 40% (or HK$36 billion to $49 billion) worth of Hong Kong's re-exports from35% to 40% (or HK$36 billion to $49 billion) worth of Hong Kong's re-exports from35% to 40% (or HK$36 billion to $49 billion) worth of Hong Kong's re-exports from

China to the United States because of the much higher non-MFN tariff rates.  ThisChina to the United States because of the much higher non-MFN tariff rates.  ThisChina to the United States because of the much higher non-MFN tariff rates.  ThisChina to the United States because of the much higher non-MFN tariff rates.  This

loss would have further ramifications.  It would reduce the other components of Hongloss would have further ramifications.  It would reduce the other components of Hongloss would have further ramifications.  It would reduce the other components of Hongloss would have further ramifications.  It would reduce the other components of Hong

Kong's international trade, such as China's imports through Hong Kong which are turnedKong's international trade, such as China's imports through Hong Kong which are turnedKong's international trade, such as China's imports through Hong Kong which are turnedKong's international trade, such as China's imports through Hong Kong which are turned

around after processing to become these exports, Hong Kong's exports to China of rawaround after processing to become these exports, Hong Kong's exports to China of rawaround after processing to become these exports, Hong Kong's exports to China of rawaround after processing to become these exports, Hong Kong's exports to China of raw

materials and semi-manufactured goods, as well as Hong Kong's imports of raw materialsmaterials and semi-manufactured goods, as well as Hong Kong's imports of raw materialsmaterials and semi-manufactured goods, as well as Hong Kong's imports of raw materialsmaterials and semi-manufactured goods, as well as Hong Kong's imports of raw materials

and semi-manufactured goods for that purpose.  All together Hong Kong's total tradeand semi-manufactured goods for that purpose.  All together Hong Kong's total tradeand semi-manufactured goods for that purpose.  All together Hong Kong's total tradeand semi-manufactured goods for that purpose.  All together Hong Kong's total trade

could be reduced by 6% to 8%, or HK$91 billion to $123 billion.  In terms of losscould be reduced by 6% to 8%, or HK$91 billion to $123 billion.  In terms of losscould be reduced by 6% to 8%, or HK$91 billion to $123 billion.  In terms of losscould be reduced by 6% to 8%, or HK$91 billion to $123 billion.  In terms of loss

of income, it would amount to HK$12 billion to $16 billion, equivalent to 1.8% toof income, it would amount to HK$12 billion to $16 billion, equivalent to 1.8% toof income, it would amount to HK$12 billion to $16 billion, equivalent to 1.8% toof income, it would amount to HK$12 billion to $16 billion, equivalent to 1.8% to

2.5% of the overall GDP or 44 000 to 60 000 loss of jobs.  Indeed, Hong Kong's loss2.5% of the overall GDP or 44 000 to 60 000 loss of jobs.  Indeed, Hong Kong's loss2.5% of the overall GDP or 44 000 to 60 000 loss of jobs.  Indeed, Hong Kong's loss2.5% of the overall GDP or 44 000 to 60 000 loss of jobs.  Indeed, Hong Kong's loss

would exceed the figures I have just mentioned if we consider the recessional impactwould exceed the figures I have just mentioned if we consider the recessional impactwould exceed the figures I have just mentioned if we consider the recessional impactwould exceed the figures I have just mentioned if we consider the recessional impact

and the ripple effect on the economy.  The impact on government revenue would be grave.and the ripple effect on the economy.  The impact on government revenue would be grave.and the ripple effect on the economy.  The impact on government revenue would be grave.and the ripple effect on the economy.  The impact on government revenue would be grave.

It would reduce our ability to finance our infrastructure programme, social welfare,It would reduce our ability to finance our infrastructure programme, social welfare,It would reduce our ability to finance our infrastructure programme, social welfare,It would reduce our ability to finance our infrastructure programme, social welfare,

education and other projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong people. Our forecasteducation and other projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong people. Our forecasteducation and other projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong people. Our forecasteducation and other projects to meet the aspirations of Hong Kong people. Our forecast

trend rate of growth is 5%.  Cutting this rate of growth by half or more would severelytrend rate of growth is 5%.  Cutting this rate of growth by half or more would severelytrend rate of growth is 5%.  Cutting this rate of growth by half or more would severelytrend rate of growth is 5%.  Cutting this rate of growth by half or more would severely

undermine the Government's medium-term fiscal projection with grave consequences onundermine the Government's medium-term fiscal projection with grave consequences onundermine the Government's medium-term fiscal projection with grave consequences onundermine the Government's medium-term fiscal projection with grave consequences on

our fiscal spending plans.our fiscal spending plans.our fiscal spending plans.our fiscal spending plans.

American interests would be seriously affected asAmerican interests would be seriously affected asAmerican interests would be seriously affected asAmerican interests would be seriously affected as well.  Hong Kong is the well.  Hong Kong is the well.  Hong Kong is the well.  Hong Kong is the

headquarters of American business in Asia.  It is the base for more than 900 Americanheadquarters of American business in Asia.  It is the base for more than 900 Americanheadquarters of American business in Asia.  It is the base for more than 900 Americanheadquarters of American business in Asia.  It is the base for more than 900 American

firms, the home of about 21 000 Americans.  Hong Kong's ability to import US goodsfirms, the home of about 21 000 Americans.  Hong Kong's ability to import US goodsfirms, the home of about 21 000 Americans.  Hong Kong's ability to import US goodsfirms, the home of about 21 000 Americans.  Hong Kong's ability to import US goods

would be eroded.  Between 1986 and 1991, Hong Kong's imports from the United Stateswould be eroded.  Between 1986 and 1991, Hong Kong's imports from the United Stateswould be eroded.  Between 1986 and 1991, Hong Kong's imports from the United Stateswould be eroded.  Between 1986 and 1991, Hong Kong's imports from the United States

increased at an average annual rate of 20.5% from HK$23.1 billion to HK$58.8 billion.increased at an average annual rate of 20.5% from HK$23.1 billion to HK$58.8 billion.increased at an average annual rate of 20.5% from HK$23.1 billion to HK$58.8 billion.increased at an average annual rate of 20.5% from HK$23.1 billion to HK$58.8 billion.

In 1991, our per capita consumption of American products stood at around HK$10,224,In 1991, our per capita consumption of American products stood at around HK$10,224,In 1991, our per capita consumption of American products stood at around HK$10,224,In 1991, our per capita consumption of American products stood at around HK$10,224,

which is amongst the highest in the world.  A slowdown in the Hong Kong economy wouldwhich is amongst the highest in the world.  A slowdown in the Hong Kong economy wouldwhich is amongst the highest in the world.  A slowdown in the Hong Kong economy wouldwhich is amongst the highest in the world.  A slowdown in the Hong Kong economy would

certainly be felt by a good many American exporters. China, particularly Southerncertainly be felt by a good many American exporters. China, particularly Southerncertainly be felt by a good many American exporters. China, particularly Southerncertainly be felt by a good many American exporters. China, particularly Southern

China where economic reform has been most successful, would inevitably suffer.China where economic reform has been most successful, would inevitably suffer.China where economic reform has been most successful, would inevitably suffer.China where economic reform has been most successful, would inevitably suffer.

Millions of jobs would be threatened and millions of people would suffer because ofMillions of jobs would be threatened and millions of people would suffer because ofMillions of jobs would be threatened and millions of people would suffer because ofMillions of jobs would be threatened and millions of people would suffer because of

loss of their jobs.  Foreign investment would drop and the pace of economicloss of their jobs.  Foreign investment would drop and the pace of economicloss of their jobs.  Foreign investment would drop and the pace of economicloss of their jobs.  Foreign investment would drop and the pace of economic

development which has received international acclaim would slow down, therebydevelopment which has received international acclaim would slow down, therebydevelopment which has received international acclaim would slow down, therebydevelopment which has received international acclaim would slow down, thereby

depriving millions of people of the hope of improving their livelihood and thedepriving millions of people of the hope of improving their livelihood and thedepriving millions of people of the hope of improving their livelihood and thedepriving millions of people of the hope of improving their livelihood and the



aspirations to a better life.  When Eastern European countries are trying to learnaspirations to a better life.  When Eastern European countries are trying to learnaspirations to a better life.  When Eastern European countries are trying to learnaspirations to a better life.  When Eastern European countries are trying to learn

from China's successful experience of economic reform, it would be most unfortunatefrom China's successful experience of economic reform, it would be most unfortunatefrom China's successful experience of economic reform, it would be most unfortunatefrom China's successful experience of economic reform, it would be most unfortunate

if China's economic reform was held back by the removal of MFN.if China's economic reform was held back by the removal of MFN.if China's economic reform was held back by the removal of MFN.if China's economic reform was held back by the removal of MFN.

One aspect of China's economic reOne aspect of China's economic reOne aspect of China's economic reOne aspect of China's economic reform has been to improve its external tradeform has been to improve its external tradeform has been to improve its external tradeform has been to improve its external trade

framework to make it more compatible with international trading practices.  Progressframework to make it more compatible with international trading practices.  Progressframework to make it more compatible with international trading practices.  Progressframework to make it more compatible with international trading practices.  Progress

has been seen in China's negotiations with its trading partners, including the Unitedhas been seen in China's negotiations with its trading partners, including the Unitedhas been seen in China's negotiations with its trading partners, including the Unitedhas been seen in China's negotiations with its trading partners, including the United

States.  Agreements have been made between China and the United States onStates.  Agreements have been made between China and the United States onStates.  Agreements have been made between China and the United States onStates.  Agreements have been made between China and the United States on

intellectual property protection. Early this year, China announced a five-pointintellectual property protection. Early this year, China announced a five-pointintellectual property protection. Early this year, China announced a five-pointintellectual property protection. Early this year, China announced a five-point

strategy on improving its market accessibility based on GATT requirements:strategy on improving its market accessibility based on GATT requirements:strategy on improving its market accessibility based on GATT requirements:strategy on improving its market accessibility based on GATT requirements:

First, to cut tariffs gradually to the GATT-accepted level for developing countries.First, to cut tariffs gradually to the GATT-accepted level for developing countries.First, to cut tariffs gradually to the GATT-accepted level for developing countries.First, to cut tariffs gradually to the GATT-accepted level for developing countries.

In January this year, import tariff reductions became effective for 225 products inIn January this year, import tariff reductions became effective for 225 products inIn January this year, import tariff reductions became effective for 225 products inIn January this year, import tariff reductions became effective for 225 products in

China.China.China.China.

Second, to enact legislation governing the regulation of foreign trade.Second, to enact legislation governing the regulation of foreign trade.Second, to enact legislation governing the regulation of foreign trade.Second, to enact legislation governing the regulation of foreign trade.

Third, to cut the number of product types requiring import licences from 53 to 37,Third, to cut the number of product types requiring import licences from 53 to 37,Third, to cut the number of product types requiring import licences from 53 to 37,Third, to cut the number of product types requiring import licences from 53 to 37,

and within two years reduce the entire list to about 17 categories.and within two years reduce the entire list to about 17 categories.and within two years reduce the entire list to about 17 categories.and within two years reduce the entire list to about 17 categories.

Fourth, to align other import regulatory mechanisms with GATT stipulations.Fourth, to align other import regulatory mechanisms with GATT stipulations.Fourth, to align other import regulatory mechanisms with GATT stipulations.Fourth, to align other import regulatory mechanisms with GATT stipulations.

Fifth, to increase the transparency of China's import management rules.  In DecemberFifth, to increase the transparency of China's import management rules.  In DecemberFifth, to increase the transparency of China's import management rules.  In DecemberFifth, to increase the transparency of China's import management rules.  In December

last year, the Ministry of Foregin Economic Relations and Trade began publishing alast year, the Ministry of Foregin Economic Relations and Trade began publishing alast year, the Ministry of Foregin Economic Relations and Trade began publishing alast year, the Ministry of Foregin Economic Relations and Trade began publishing a

list of 17 internal foreign trade and investment administrative rules which werelist of 17 internal foreign trade and investment administrative rules which werelist of 17 internal foreign trade and investment administrative rules which werelist of 17 internal foreign trade and investment administrative rules which were

previously not published.  Further progress has been made since.previously not published.  Further progress has been made since.previously not published.  Further progress has been made since.previously not published.  Further progress has been made since.

Sadly, the current debate in the UnitedSadly, the current debate in the UnitedSadly, the current debate in the UnitedSadly, the current debate in the United States over China's MFN status goes beyond States over China's MFN status goes beyond States over China's MFN status goes beyond States over China's MFN status goes beyond

economic issues.  Despite President BUSH's decision to renew unconditionally China'seconomic issues.  Despite President BUSH's decision to renew unconditionally China'seconomic issues.  Despite President BUSH's decision to renew unconditionally China'seconomic issues.  Despite President BUSH's decision to renew unconditionally China's

MFN status, some members of the United States Congress want to impose politicalMFN status, some members of the United States Congress want to impose politicalMFN status, some members of the United States Congress want to impose politicalMFN status, some members of the United States Congress want to impose political

demands as conditions for renewal, such as human rights.  Being in Hong Kong and moredemands as conditions for renewal, such as human rights.  Being in Hong Kong and moredemands as conditions for renewal, such as human rights.  Being in Hong Kong and moredemands as conditions for renewal, such as human rights.  Being in Hong Kong and more

accustomed to western values and concepts, I am sympathetic to some of these views.accustomed to western values and concepts, I am sympathetic to some of these views.accustomed to western values and concepts, I am sympathetic to some of these views.accustomed to western values and concepts, I am sympathetic to some of these views.

However, it would be wrong to mix trade issues with human rights issues.  Furthermore,However, it would be wrong to mix trade issues with human rights issues.  Furthermore,However, it would be wrong to mix trade issues with human rights issues.  Furthermore,However, it would be wrong to mix trade issues with human rights issues.  Furthermore,

if the same yardsticks on human rights are applied by the United States to its tradingif the same yardsticks on human rights are applied by the United States to its tradingif the same yardsticks on human rights are applied by the United States to its tradingif the same yardsticks on human rights are applied by the United States to its trading

partners, quite a number of countries would find their MFN status at risk.  The bestpartners, quite a number of countries would find their MFN status at risk.  The bestpartners, quite a number of countries would find their MFN status at risk.  The bestpartners, quite a number of countries would find their MFN status at risk.  The best

way to promote human rights is not to deprive people of their jobs, but rather toway to promote human rights is not to deprive people of their jobs, but rather toway to promote human rights is not to deprive people of their jobs, but rather toway to promote human rights is not to deprive people of their jobs, but rather to

improve their income and standard of living.  In this regard, China has beenimprove their income and standard of living.  In this regard, China has beenimprove their income and standard of living.  In this regard, China has beenimprove their income and standard of living.  In this regard, China has been

successful.successful.successful.successful.



As legislators in Hong Kong, our first and foremost responsibility is to protectAs legislators in Hong Kong, our first and foremost responsibility is to protectAs legislators in Hong Kong, our first and foremost responsibility is to protectAs legislators in Hong Kong, our first and foremost responsibility is to protect

Hong Kong's interests.  We cannot and should not endorse or accept any measure whichHong Kong's interests.  We cannot and should not endorse or accept any measure whichHong Kong's interests.  We cannot and should not endorse or accept any measure whichHong Kong's interests.  We cannot and should not endorse or accept any measure which

could lead to loss of tens of thousands of jobs. It would have severe repercussionscould lead to loss of tens of thousands of jobs. It would have severe repercussionscould lead to loss of tens of thousands of jobs. It would have severe repercussionscould lead to loss of tens of thousands of jobs. It would have severe repercussions

in our society.  A rise in unemployment would lead to a sharp drop in the standardin our society.  A rise in unemployment would lead to a sharp drop in the standardin our society.  A rise in unemployment would lead to a sharp drop in the standardin our society.  A rise in unemployment would lead to a sharp drop in the standard

of living, a rise in social and political tensions, and an increase in law and orderof living, a rise in social and political tensions, and an increase in law and orderof living, a rise in social and political tensions, and an increase in law and orderof living, a rise in social and political tensions, and an increase in law and order

problems.  The billions of dollars of losses in income would also set our social,problems.  The billions of dollars of losses in income would also set our social,problems.  The billions of dollars of losses in income would also set our social,problems.  The billions of dollars of losses in income would also set our social,

education, infrastructure and other government programmes back many years.education, infrastructure and other government programmes back many years.education, infrastructure and other government programmes back many years.education, infrastructure and other government programmes back many years.

Hong Kong has done a lot in lobbying for support in Washington independently.Hong Kong has done a lot in lobbying for support in Washington independently.Hong Kong has done a lot in lobbying for support in Washington independently.Hong Kong has done a lot in lobbying for support in Washington independently.

I fully appreciate the concern of the Hong Kong Government that we need to preserveI fully appreciate the concern of the Hong Kong Government that we need to preserveI fully appreciate the concern of the Hong Kong Government that we need to preserveI fully appreciate the concern of the Hong Kong Government that we need to preserve

our autonomy in economic matters and, as far as possible, should be independent inour autonomy in economic matters and, as far as possible, should be independent inour autonomy in economic matters and, as far as possible, should be independent inour autonomy in economic matters and, as far as possible, should be independent in

our international economic negotiations.  Yet on this issue, I see no harm in gettingour international economic negotiations.  Yet on this issue, I see no harm in gettingour international economic negotiations.  Yet on this issue, I see no harm in gettingour international economic negotiations.  Yet on this issue, I see no harm in getting

the support of the United Kingdom Government.  We spent quite a lot of money invitingthe support of the United Kingdom Government.  We spent quite a lot of money invitingthe support of the United Kingdom Government.  We spent quite a lot of money invitingthe support of the United Kingdom Government.  We spent quite a lot of money inviting

United Kingdom politicians to visit Hong Kong.  If our programme is successful, someUnited Kingdom politicians to visit Hong Kong.  If our programme is successful, someUnited Kingdom politicians to visit Hong Kong.  If our programme is successful, someUnited Kingdom politicians to visit Hong Kong.  If our programme is successful, some

of these politicians should speak up for Hong Kong and relay our case to their Unitedof these politicians should speak up for Hong Kong and relay our case to their Unitedof these politicians should speak up for Hong Kong and relay our case to their Unitedof these politicians should speak up for Hong Kong and relay our case to their United

States counterparts. Perhaps, we should use the money more wisely and invite UnitedStates counterparts. Perhaps, we should use the money more wisely and invite UnitedStates counterparts. Perhaps, we should use the money more wisely and invite UnitedStates counterparts. Perhaps, we should use the money more wisely and invite United

States politicians to come and appreciate our problem rather than Members ofStates politicians to come and appreciate our problem rather than Members ofStates politicians to come and appreciate our problem rather than Members ofStates politicians to come and appreciate our problem rather than Members of

Parliament of the United Kingdom.Parliament of the United Kingdom.Parliament of the United Kingdom.Parliament of the United Kingdom.

The amendment made by Dr HUANG, though carefully worded, is equivalent to askingThe amendment made by Dr HUANG, though carefully worded, is equivalent to askingThe amendment made by Dr HUANG, though carefully worded, is equivalent to askingThe amendment made by Dr HUANG, though carefully worded, is equivalent to asking

the United States Government to impose conditions on China's MFN renewal.  This wouldthe United States Government to impose conditions on China's MFN renewal.  This wouldthe United States Government to impose conditions on China's MFN renewal.  This wouldthe United States Government to impose conditions on China's MFN renewal.  This would

seriously damage the United States-China trading relationship with seriousseriously damage the United States-China trading relationship with seriousseriously damage the United States-China trading relationship with seriousseriously damage the United States-China trading relationship with serious

repercussions for Hong Kong.  It would create enormous economic uncertainty in therepercussions for Hong Kong.  It would create enormous economic uncertainty in therepercussions for Hong Kong.  It would create enormous economic uncertainty in therepercussions for Hong Kong.  It would create enormous economic uncertainty in the

United States-Hong Kong-China economic relations.  It would lead to a sharp drop inUnited States-Hong Kong-China economic relations.  It would lead to a sharp drop inUnited States-Hong Kong-China economic relations.  It would lead to a sharp drop inUnited States-Hong Kong-China economic relations.  It would lead to a sharp drop in

orders and extreme caution and confusion in investment decisions. The deadlock inorders and extreme caution and confusion in investment decisions. The deadlock inorders and extreme caution and confusion in investment decisions. The deadlock inorders and extreme caution and confusion in investment decisions. The deadlock in

the airport talks clearly indicates the sensitivity of Hong Kong on news unfavourablethe airport talks clearly indicates the sensitivity of Hong Kong on news unfavourablethe airport talks clearly indicates the sensitivity of Hong Kong on news unfavourablethe airport talks clearly indicates the sensitivity of Hong Kong on news unfavourable

to the economy.  The shock from a conditional renewal of MFN would be a hundred timesto the economy.  The shock from a conditional renewal of MFN would be a hundred timesto the economy.  The shock from a conditional renewal of MFN would be a hundred timesto the economy.  The shock from a conditional renewal of MFN would be a hundred times

more serious.  There would be no long- term future if we could not survive the shortmore serious.  There would be no long- term future if we could not survive the shortmore serious.  There would be no long- term future if we could not survive the shortmore serious.  There would be no long- term future if we could not survive the short

term.  I therefore oppose the amendment.term.  I therefore oppose the amendment.term.  I therefore oppose the amendment.term.  I therefore oppose the amendment.

Mr Deputy President, with these words I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, with these words I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, with these words I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, with these words I beg to move.

Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dr HUANG Chen-ya has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dr HUANG Chen-ya has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dr HUANG Chen-ya has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dr HUANG Chen-ya has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.

His amendment has been printed in the Order Paper and circulated to Members. I proposeHis amendment has been printed in the Order Paper and circulated to Members. I proposeHis amendment has been printed in the Order Paper and circulated to Members. I proposeHis amendment has been printed in the Order Paper and circulated to Members. I propose



to call on him to speak and to move his amendment now so that Members may debate theto call on him to speak and to move his amendment now so that Members may debate theto call on him to speak and to move his amendment now so that Members may debate theto call on him to speak and to move his amendment now so that Members may debate the

motion and the amendment together.motion and the amendment together.motion and the amendment together.motion and the amendment together.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA moved the following amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG'S motion:DR HUANG CHEN-YA moved the following amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG'S motion:DR HUANG CHEN-YA moved the following amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG'S motion:DR HUANG CHEN-YA moved the following amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG'S motion:

"To delete the words after the word "Council" and substitute the following:"To delete the words after the word "Council" and substitute the following:"To delete the words after the word "Council" and substitute the following:"To delete the words after the word "Council" and substitute the following:

"believes that the extension of the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for the People's"believes that the extension of the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for the People's"believes that the extension of the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for the People's"believes that the extension of the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for the People's

Republic of China (PRC) is extremely important for promoting the development of theRepublic of China (PRC) is extremely important for promoting the development of theRepublic of China (PRC) is extremely important for promoting the development of theRepublic of China (PRC) is extremely important for promoting the development of the

economy of the PRC and Hong Kong; and therefore urges the Hong Kong Government toeconomy of the PRC and Hong Kong; and therefore urges the Hong Kong Government toeconomy of the PRC and Hong Kong; and therefore urges the Hong Kong Government toeconomy of the PRC and Hong Kong; and therefore urges the Hong Kong Government to

stress to the United States Government the importance to the economy of Hong Kongstress to the United States Government the importance to the economy of Hong Kongstress to the United States Government the importance to the economy of Hong Kongstress to the United States Government the importance to the economy of Hong Kong

of extending MFN status to the PRC; and at the same time this Council expresses itsof extending MFN status to the PRC; and at the same time this Council expresses itsof extending MFN status to the PRC; and at the same time this Council expresses itsof extending MFN status to the PRC; and at the same time this Council expresses its

hope that the PRC Government will, on its own initiative, improve human rights sohope that the PRC Government will, on its own initiative, improve human rights sohope that the PRC Government will, on its own initiative, improve human rights sohope that the PRC Government will, on its own initiative, improve human rights so

that MFN status for the PRC will be assured for the long term.""that MFN status for the PRC will be assured for the long term.""that MFN status for the PRC will be assured for the long term.""that MFN status for the PRC will be assured for the long term.""

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the United Democrats of HongDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the United Democrats of HongDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the United Democrats of HongDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the United Democrats of Hong

Kong (UDHK) think that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for ChinaKong (UDHK) think that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for ChinaKong (UDHK) think that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for ChinaKong (UDHK) think that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China

by the United States is extremely important for the economies of China and Hong Kong.by the United States is extremely important for the economies of China and Hong Kong.by the United States is extremely important for the economies of China and Hong Kong.by the United States is extremely important for the economies of China and Hong Kong.

China's loss of MFN status, should it happen, would cost Hong Kong between $12 billionChina's loss of MFN status, should it happen, would cost Hong Kong between $12 billionChina's loss of MFN status, should it happen, would cost Hong Kong between $12 billionChina's loss of MFN status, should it happen, would cost Hong Kong between $12 billion

and $16 billion and between 40 000 and 60 000 job opportunities and lower our grossand $16 billion and between 40 000 and 60 000 job opportunities and lower our grossand $16 billion and between 40 000 and 60 000 job opportunities and lower our grossand $16 billion and between 40 000 and 60 000 job opportunities and lower our gross

domestic product by between 1.8% and 2.5%.  But what is even more important from ourdomestic product by between 1.8% and 2.5%.  But what is even more important from ourdomestic product by between 1.8% and 2.5%.  But what is even more important from ourdomestic product by between 1.8% and 2.5%.  But what is even more important from our

point of view is that China would lose more than $16 billion in its income as wellpoint of view is that China would lose more than $16 billion in its income as wellpoint of view is that China would lose more than $16 billion in its income as wellpoint of view is that China would lose more than $16 billion in its income as well

as one million job opportunities, most of them in Guangdong Province.as one million job opportunities, most of them in Guangdong Province.as one million job opportunities, most of them in Guangdong Province.as one million job opportunities, most of them in Guangdong Province.

As we know, economic development will make China rich and strong, and its peopleAs we know, economic development will make China rich and strong, and its peopleAs we know, economic development will make China rich and strong, and its peopleAs we know, economic development will make China rich and strong, and its people

more affluent and consequently not so naive to be fooled or manipulated.  As themore affluent and consequently not so naive to be fooled or manipulated.  As themore affluent and consequently not so naive to be fooled or manipulated.  As themore affluent and consequently not so naive to be fooled or manipulated.  As the

Chinese people become more independent of the political influence, democracy willChinese people become more independent of the political influence, democracy willChinese people become more independent of the political influence, democracy willChinese people become more independent of the political influence, democracy will

stand a better chance in China.  For this reason, I am convinced that the renewalstand a better chance in China.  For this reason, I am convinced that the renewalstand a better chance in China.  For this reason, I am convinced that the renewalstand a better chance in China.  For this reason, I am convinced that the renewal

of MFN status for China by the United States is extremely important.of MFN status for China by the United States is extremely important.of MFN status for China by the United States is extremely important.of MFN status for China by the United States is extremely important.

Mr Vincent CHENG thinks that we should tell the United States that this CouncilMr Vincent CHENG thinks that we should tell the United States that this CouncilMr Vincent CHENG thinks that we should tell the United States that this CouncilMr Vincent CHENG thinks that we should tell the United States that this Council

supports unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Of course, other Councillorssupports unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Of course, other Councillorssupports unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Of course, other Councillorssupports unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Of course, other Councillors

from the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC) share his view.  However, judging fromfrom the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC) share his view.  However, judging fromfrom the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC) share his view.  However, judging fromfrom the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC) share his view.  However, judging from

the comments made by some CRC Councillors during these past few days, it appears thatthe comments made by some CRC Councillors during these past few days, it appears thatthe comments made by some CRC Councillors during these past few days, it appears thatthe comments made by some CRC Councillors during these past few days, it appears that

certain people do not even know what conditions the United States is planning to imposecertain people do not even know what conditions the United States is planning to imposecertain people do not even know what conditions the United States is planning to imposecertain people do not even know what conditions the United States is planning to impose

or what the bills under consideration in the Congress are all about.  They have notor what the bills under consideration in the Congress are all about.  They have notor what the bills under consideration in the Congress are all about.  They have notor what the bills under consideration in the Congress are all about.  They have not

even done their basic home work.  They have no knowledge of the conditions, and yeteven done their basic home work.  They have no knowledge of the conditions, and yeteven done their basic home work.  They have no knowledge of the conditions, and yeteven done their basic home work.  They have no knowledge of the conditions, and yet



they attend, and play politics during, these discussions.  In this connection, I willthey attend, and play politics during, these discussions.  In this connection, I willthey attend, and play politics during, these discussions.  In this connection, I willthey attend, and play politics during, these discussions.  In this connection, I will

begin by giving them a lecture to let them know what are exactly the points at issue.begin by giving them a lecture to let them know what are exactly the points at issue.begin by giving them a lecture to let them know what are exactly the points at issue.begin by giving them a lecture to let them know what are exactly the points at issue.

The bills under consideration in the Congress seek to attach five conditions to theThe bills under consideration in the Congress seek to attach five conditions to theThe bills under consideration in the Congress seek to attach five conditions to theThe bills under consideration in the Congress seek to attach five conditions to the

renewal of MFN status for China: Firstly, China must assist in finding Americanrenewal of MFN status for China: Firstly, China must assist in finding Americanrenewal of MFN status for China: Firstly, China must assist in finding Americanrenewal of MFN status for China: Firstly, China must assist in finding American

soldiers missing in action (MIA) during the Korean War.  Secondly, China must observesoldiers missing in action (MIA) during the Korean War.  Secondly, China must observesoldiers missing in action (MIA) during the Korean War.  Secondly, China must observesoldiers missing in action (MIA) during the Korean War.  Secondly, China must observe

nuclear non-proliferation.  Thirdly, China must improve its trading practices.nuclear non-proliferation.  Thirdly, China must improve its trading practices.nuclear non-proliferation.  Thirdly, China must improve its trading practices.nuclear non-proliferation.  Thirdly, China must improve its trading practices.

Fourthly, China must abide by the Sino-British Joint Declaration.  Fifthly, ChinaFourthly, China must abide by the Sino-British Joint Declaration.  Fifthly, ChinaFourthly, China must abide by the Sino-British Joint Declaration.  Fifthly, ChinaFourthly, China must abide by the Sino-British Joint Declaration.  Fifthly, China

must improve its human rights record.  Should this Council blindly tell the Unitedmust improve its human rights record.  Should this Council blindly tell the Unitedmust improve its human rights record.  Should this Council blindly tell the Unitedmust improve its human rights record.  Should this Council blindly tell the United

States that we wish China to have unconditional renewal of MFN status, the UnitedStates that we wish China to have unconditional renewal of MFN status, the UnitedStates that we wish China to have unconditional renewal of MFN status, the UnitedStates that we wish China to have unconditional renewal of MFN status, the United

States might ask us: Are you opposed to those conditions?  Are you opposed to China'sStates might ask us: Are you opposed to those conditions?  Are you opposed to China'sStates might ask us: Are you opposed to those conditions?  Are you opposed to China'sStates might ask us: Are you opposed to those conditions?  Are you opposed to China's

assistance in the search for Korean War MIAs?  Have you no sympathy for the MIAs,assistance in the search for Korean War MIAs?  Have you no sympathy for the MIAs,assistance in the search for Korean War MIAs?  Have you no sympathy for the MIAs,assistance in the search for Korean War MIAs?  Have you no sympathy for the MIAs,

whose fate has remained unknown for several decades, or for their families?  Are youwhose fate has remained unknown for several decades, or for their families?  Are youwhose fate has remained unknown for several decades, or for their families?  Are youwhose fate has remained unknown for several decades, or for their families?  Are you

opposed to nuclear non-proliferation?  Do you not wish to have world peace?  Are youopposed to nuclear non-proliferation?  Do you not wish to have world peace?  Are youopposed to nuclear non-proliferation?  Do you not wish to have world peace?  Are youopposed to nuclear non-proliferation?  Do you not wish to have world peace?  Are you

opposed to China's improvement of trading practices?  Do you support trade barriers?opposed to China's improvement of trading practices?  Do you support trade barriers?opposed to China's improvement of trading practices?  Do you support trade barriers?opposed to China's improvement of trading practices?  Do you support trade barriers?

Are you opposed to China's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration?  You whoAre you opposed to China's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration?  You whoAre you opposed to China's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration?  You whoAre you opposed to China's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration?  You who

maintain that as Legislative Council Members, you would look after Hong Kong'smaintain that as Legislative Council Members, you would look after Hong Kong'smaintain that as Legislative Council Members, you would look after Hong Kong'smaintain that as Legislative Council Members, you would look after Hong Kong's

interests, do you think that China need not abide by the Sino-British Jointinterests, do you think that China need not abide by the Sino-British Jointinterests, do you think that China need not abide by the Sino-British Jointinterests, do you think that China need not abide by the Sino-British Joint

Declaration?  Are you opposed to China's improving its human rights record?  DoesDeclaration?  Are you opposed to China's improving its human rights record?  DoesDeclaration?  Are you opposed to China's improving its human rights record?  DoesDeclaration?  Are you opposed to China's improving its human rights record?  Does

this mean that you people of Hong Kong are so bent on making money that you are totallythis mean that you people of Hong Kong are so bent on making money that you are totallythis mean that you people of Hong Kong are so bent on making money that you are totallythis mean that you people of Hong Kong are so bent on making money that you are totally

unconcerned about the human rights, the life and death, of your compatriots?  If youunconcerned about the human rights, the life and death, of your compatriots?  If youunconcerned about the human rights, the life and death, of your compatriots?  If youunconcerned about the human rights, the life and death, of your compatriots?  If you

are not against these conditions, why, then, do you insist on unconditionality?are not against these conditions, why, then, do you insist on unconditionality?are not against these conditions, why, then, do you insist on unconditionality?are not against these conditions, why, then, do you insist on unconditionality?

There are views that we have to give the United States a loud and clear signal.There are views that we have to give the United States a loud and clear signal.There are views that we have to give the United States a loud and clear signal.There are views that we have to give the United States a loud and clear signal.

The UDHK, including myself, agree that we should let the United States know clearlyThe UDHK, including myself, agree that we should let the United States know clearlyThe UDHK, including myself, agree that we should let the United States know clearlyThe UDHK, including myself, agree that we should let the United States know clearly

how important China's MFN status is for the economies of China and Hong Kong.  However,how important China's MFN status is for the economies of China and Hong Kong.  However,how important China's MFN status is for the economies of China and Hong Kong.  However,how important China's MFN status is for the economies of China and Hong Kong.  However,

if, with total disregard for the specific substance of the bills under considerationif, with total disregard for the specific substance of the bills under considerationif, with total disregard for the specific substance of the bills under considerationif, with total disregard for the specific substance of the bills under consideration

in the United States Congress, we should blindly and rashly voice support for anin the United States Congress, we should blindly and rashly voice support for anin the United States Congress, we should blindly and rashly voice support for anin the United States Congress, we should blindly and rashly voice support for an

unconditional renewal indiscriminately out of wishful thinking, our support wouldunconditional renewal indiscriminately out of wishful thinking, our support wouldunconditional renewal indiscriminately out of wishful thinking, our support wouldunconditional renewal indiscriminately out of wishful thinking, our support would

merely backfire and get the opposite of what we wish to see.  We would merely forfeitmerely backfire and get the opposite of what we wish to see.  We would merely forfeitmerely backfire and get the opposite of what we wish to see.  We would merely forfeitmerely backfire and get the opposite of what we wish to see.  We would merely forfeit

the United States' good will and sympathy for Hong Kong.  What we need to strive forthe United States' good will and sympathy for Hong Kong.  What we need to strive forthe United States' good will and sympathy for Hong Kong.  What we need to strive forthe United States' good will and sympathy for Hong Kong.  What we need to strive for

is the renewal of MFN status for China.  But we should not give the United Statesis the renewal of MFN status for China.  But we should not give the United Statesis the renewal of MFN status for China.  But we should not give the United Statesis the renewal of MFN status for China.  But we should not give the United States

a strong, clear but wrong signal, a signal that would make them think that, for thea strong, clear but wrong signal, a signal that would make them think that, for thea strong, clear but wrong signal, a signal that would make them think that, for thea strong, clear but wrong signal, a signal that would make them think that, for the

sake of money, the people of Hong Kong are ready to sacrifice everything: equitablesake of money, the people of Hong Kong are ready to sacrifice everything: equitablesake of money, the people of Hong Kong are ready to sacrifice everything: equitablesake of money, the people of Hong Kong are ready to sacrifice everything: equitable

international trading practices, the human rights of compatriots, world peace andinternational trading practices, the human rights of compatriots, world peace andinternational trading practices, the human rights of compatriots, world peace andinternational trading practices, the human rights of compatriots, world peace and

even the future of Hong Kong.even the future of Hong Kong.even the future of Hong Kong.even the future of Hong Kong.

My second reason for moving an amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion is thatMy second reason for moving an amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion is thatMy second reason for moving an amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion is thatMy second reason for moving an amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion is that

his motion simply does not face the political reality, nor provides a proper responsehis motion simply does not face the political reality, nor provides a proper responsehis motion simply does not face the political reality, nor provides a proper responsehis motion simply does not face the political reality, nor provides a proper response



to it.  What is the political reality?  It is that the President of the United Statesto it.  What is the political reality?  It is that the President of the United Statesto it.  What is the political reality?  It is that the President of the United Statesto it.  What is the political reality?  It is that the President of the United States

may not be able to stop Congress from attaching conditions to the renewal of MFN statusmay not be able to stop Congress from attaching conditions to the renewal of MFN statusmay not be able to stop Congress from attaching conditions to the renewal of MFN statusmay not be able to stop Congress from attaching conditions to the renewal of MFN status

for China this year.  Over the past year, the number of American legislators in favourfor China this year.  Over the past year, the number of American legislators in favourfor China this year.  Over the past year, the number of American legislators in favourfor China this year.  Over the past year, the number of American legislators in favour

of unconditionality has already declined steadily.  A delegation of Americanof unconditionality has already declined steadily.  A delegation of Americanof unconditionality has already declined steadily.  A delegation of Americanof unconditionality has already declined steadily.  A delegation of American

Congress legislative assistants visiting this Council in April, warned us that moreCongress legislative assistants visiting this Council in April, warned us that moreCongress legislative assistants visiting this Council in April, warned us that moreCongress legislative assistants visiting this Council in April, warned us that more

and more Congressmen had come to feel that they could not justify their support forand more Congressmen had come to feel that they could not justify their support forand more Congressmen had come to feel that they could not justify their support forand more Congressmen had come to feel that they could not justify their support for

unconditional renewal of MFN status for China and win their constituents to theirunconditional renewal of MFN status for China and win their constituents to theirunconditional renewal of MFN status for China and win their constituents to theirunconditional renewal of MFN status for China and win their constituents to their

side.  Therefore, the House of Representatives was able to pass conditional renewalside.  Therefore, the House of Representatives was able to pass conditional renewalside.  Therefore, the House of Representatives was able to pass conditional renewalside.  Therefore, the House of Representatives was able to pass conditional renewal

on all three previous occasions with large margins: 313 to 112, 409 to 21 and thenon all three previous occasions with large margins: 313 to 112, 409 to 21 and thenon all three previous occasions with large margins: 313 to 112, 409 to 21 and thenon all three previous occasions with large margins: 313 to 112, 409 to 21 and then

357 to 61.  The Senate, too, passed it by 55 to 44, then 59 to 39 and then 60 to 38.357 to 61.  The Senate, too, passed it by 55 to 44, then 59 to 39 and then 60 to 38.357 to 61.  The Senate, too, passed it by 55 to 44, then 59 to 39 and then 60 to 38.357 to 61.  The Senate, too, passed it by 55 to 44, then 59 to 39 and then 60 to 38.

The number of Congressmen siding with President George BUSH declined from eachThe number of Congressmen siding with President George BUSH declined from eachThe number of Congressmen siding with President George BUSH declined from eachThe number of Congressmen siding with President George BUSH declined from each

occasion to the next.  Three incumbent Senators will be retiring this year.  It onlyoccasion to the next.  Three incumbent Senators will be retiring this year.  It onlyoccasion to the next.  Three incumbent Senators will be retiring this year.  It onlyoccasion to the next.  Three incumbent Senators will be retiring this year.  It only

takes five more Senators to vote against the Bill, then President BUSH's veto willtakes five more Senators to vote against the Bill, then President BUSH's veto willtakes five more Senators to vote against the Bill, then President BUSH's veto willtakes five more Senators to vote against the Bill, then President BUSH's veto will

be overridden.  President BUSH's popularity is falling.  Both Bill CLINTON and Rossbe overridden.  President BUSH's popularity is falling.  Both Bill CLINTON and Rossbe overridden.  President BUSH's popularity is falling.  Both Bill CLINTON and Rossbe overridden.  President BUSH's popularity is falling.  Both Bill CLINTON and Ross

PEROT are inclined towards conditional renewal.  That is to say, a presidentialPEROT are inclined towards conditional renewal.  That is to say, a presidentialPEROT are inclined towards conditional renewal.  That is to say, a presidentialPEROT are inclined towards conditional renewal.  That is to say, a presidential

hopeful in favour of conditional renewal is likely to become President after thehopeful in favour of conditional renewal is likely to become President after thehopeful in favour of conditional renewal is likely to become President after thehopeful in favour of conditional renewal is likely to become President after the

election.  As a report from Hong Kong's trade representative in San Francisco notedelection.  As a report from Hong Kong's trade representative in San Francisco notedelection.  As a report from Hong Kong's trade representative in San Francisco notedelection.  As a report from Hong Kong's trade representative in San Francisco noted

recently, President BUSH's policy of MFN status for China is under heavy attack inrecently, President BUSH's policy of MFN status for China is under heavy attack inrecently, President BUSH's policy of MFN status for China is under heavy attack inrecently, President BUSH's policy of MFN status for China is under heavy attack in

the American media.  During this election year, when his own re-election is at stake,the American media.  During this election year, when his own re-election is at stake,the American media.  During this election year, when his own re-election is at stake,the American media.  During this election year, when his own re-election is at stake,

will President BUSH risk to incur the ire of the public by vetoing a bill withwill President BUSH risk to incur the ire of the public by vetoing a bill withwill President BUSH risk to incur the ire of the public by vetoing a bill withwill President BUSH risk to incur the ire of the public by vetoing a bill with

conditions attached, particularly in view of the fact that one of the conditions isconditions attached, particularly in view of the fact that one of the conditions isconditions attached, particularly in view of the fact that one of the conditions isconditions attached, particularly in view of the fact that one of the conditions is

for China to help in the search for American MIAs?  This is really a question he mustfor China to help in the search for American MIAs?  This is really a question he mustfor China to help in the search for American MIAs?  This is really a question he mustfor China to help in the search for American MIAs?  This is really a question he must

address.  Therefore, we had better be mentally prepared for the eventuality of aaddress.  Therefore, we had better be mentally prepared for the eventuality of aaddress.  Therefore, we had better be mentally prepared for the eventuality of aaddress.  Therefore, we had better be mentally prepared for the eventuality of a

conditional renewal of MFN status for China.conditional renewal of MFN status for China.conditional renewal of MFN status for China.conditional renewal of MFN status for China.

If the renewal should be conditional, would China surely lose its MFN status?If the renewal should be conditional, would China surely lose its MFN status?If the renewal should be conditional, would China surely lose its MFN status?If the renewal should be conditional, would China surely lose its MFN status?

First of all, I believe that, in view of its friendly relations with the United States,First of all, I believe that, in view of its friendly relations with the United States,First of all, I believe that, in view of its friendly relations with the United States,First of all, I believe that, in view of its friendly relations with the United States,

China will naturally agree to help in the search for any remaining American MIAs inChina will naturally agree to help in the search for any remaining American MIAs inChina will naturally agree to help in the search for any remaining American MIAs inChina will naturally agree to help in the search for any remaining American MIAs in

China.  I personally suspect that the reports about American MIAs in China probablyChina.  I personally suspect that the reports about American MIAs in China probablyChina.  I personally suspect that the reports about American MIAs in China probablyChina.  I personally suspect that the reports about American MIAs in China probably

originated from Russian rumour mills.  In any case, Americans care very much aboutoriginated from Russian rumour mills.  In any case, Americans care very much aboutoriginated from Russian rumour mills.  In any case, Americans care very much aboutoriginated from Russian rumour mills.  In any case, Americans care very much about

their MIAs.  China's assistance in the search will soften hard feelings and win atheir MIAs.  China's assistance in the search will soften hard feelings and win atheir MIAs.  China's assistance in the search will soften hard feelings and win atheir MIAs.  China's assistance in the search will soften hard feelings and win a

lot of good will.  Nor is the condition about improving trading practices a biglot of good will.  Nor is the condition about improving trading practices a biglot of good will.  Nor is the condition about improving trading practices a biglot of good will.  Nor is the condition about improving trading practices a big

problem.  When applying to join the GATT, China was already prepared to dismantleproblem.  When applying to join the GATT, China was already prepared to dismantleproblem.  When applying to join the GATT, China was already prepared to dismantleproblem.  When applying to join the GATT, China was already prepared to dismantle

many of its import barriers.  China always declares that it supports world peace.many of its import barriers.  China always declares that it supports world peace.many of its import barriers.  China always declares that it supports world peace.many of its import barriers.  China always declares that it supports world peace.

Therefore, it presumably will not object to nuclear non-proliferation.  As forTherefore, it presumably will not object to nuclear non-proliferation.  As forTherefore, it presumably will not object to nuclear non-proliferation.  As forTherefore, it presumably will not object to nuclear non-proliferation.  As for

China's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration, China has no reason not toChina's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration, China has no reason not toChina's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration, China has no reason not toChina's abiding by the Sino-British Joint Declaration, China has no reason not to

abide by it, assuming that it is sincere about the promises of "one country, twoabide by it, assuming that it is sincere about the promises of "one country, twoabide by it, assuming that it is sincere about the promises of "one country, twoabide by it, assuming that it is sincere about the promises of "one country, two

systems," "a high degree of autonomy" and "Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong." Thesesystems," "a high degree of autonomy" and "Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong." Thesesystems," "a high degree of autonomy" and "Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong." Thesesystems," "a high degree of autonomy" and "Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong." These



conditions, therefore, will not be difficult for China to accept.  And it is notconditions, therefore, will not be difficult for China to accept.  And it is notconditions, therefore, will not be difficult for China to accept.  And it is notconditions, therefore, will not be difficult for China to accept.  And it is not

logical to say that China will lose its MFN status because of them.  Of course, therelogical to say that China will lose its MFN status because of them.  Of course, therelogical to say that China will lose its MFN status because of them.  Of course, therelogical to say that China will lose its MFN status because of them.  Of course, there

is this final condition about human rights.  Some people say that, as long as anis this final condition about human rights.  Some people say that, as long as anis this final condition about human rights.  Some people say that, as long as anis this final condition about human rights.  Some people say that, as long as an

improvement of human rights record remains a condition, there will be no chance thatimprovement of human rights record remains a condition, there will be no chance thatimprovement of human rights record remains a condition, there will be no chance thatimprovement of human rights record remains a condition, there will be no chance that

China's MFN status will be renewed.  I feel that they really have too littleChina's MFN status will be renewed.  I feel that they really have too littleChina's MFN status will be renewed.  I feel that they really have too littleChina's MFN status will be renewed.  I feel that they really have too little

confidence in, and too little regard for, China.  China recently criticized theconfidence in, and too little regard for, China.  China recently criticized theconfidence in, and too little regard for, China.  China recently criticized theconfidence in, and too little regard for, China.  China recently criticized the

United States for its disregard of human rights, which led to the Los Angeles riots.United States for its disregard of human rights, which led to the Los Angeles riots.United States for its disregard of human rights, which led to the Los Angeles riots.United States for its disregard of human rights, which led to the Los Angeles riots.

I feel that this is a good beginning.  It shows that China is beginning to come roundI feel that this is a good beginning.  It shows that China is beginning to come roundI feel that this is a good beginning.  It shows that China is beginning to come roundI feel that this is a good beginning.  It shows that China is beginning to come round

to the fact that human rights transcend national boundaries or racial differences.to the fact that human rights transcend national boundaries or racial differences.to the fact that human rights transcend national boundaries or racial differences.to the fact that human rights transcend national boundaries or racial differences.

China is a civilized nation with a 5 000-year history.  It should have been otherChina is a civilized nation with a 5 000-year history.  It should have been otherChina is a civilized nation with a 5 000-year history.  It should have been otherChina is a civilized nation with a 5 000-year history.  It should have been other

nations' role model in upholding for human rights, rather than feel shamefaced.nations' role model in upholding for human rights, rather than feel shamefaced.nations' role model in upholding for human rights, rather than feel shamefaced.nations' role model in upholding for human rights, rather than feel shamefaced.

China's MFN status has to be renewed every year.  This is really annoying.China's MFN status has to be renewed every year.  This is really annoying.China's MFN status has to be renewed every year.  This is really annoying.China's MFN status has to be renewed every year.  This is really annoying.

China's human rights record is like a sword hung over its head.  Each year China andChina's human rights record is like a sword hung over its head.  Each year China andChina's human rights record is like a sword hung over its head.  Each year China andChina's human rights record is like a sword hung over its head.  Each year China and

Hong Kong will have sleepless nights when the MFN status is about to run out.  EveryHong Kong will have sleepless nights when the MFN status is about to run out.  EveryHong Kong will have sleepless nights when the MFN status is about to run out.  EveryHong Kong will have sleepless nights when the MFN status is about to run out.  Every

year, the human rights issue would be raised and used as an excuse for denying MFNyear, the human rights issue would be raised and used as an excuse for denying MFNyear, the human rights issue would be raised and used as an excuse for denying MFNyear, the human rights issue would be raised and used as an excuse for denying MFN

status to China.  Why, then, does China not take voluntary and conscious action tostatus to China.  Why, then, does China not take voluntary and conscious action tostatus to China.  Why, then, does China not take voluntary and conscious action tostatus to China.  Why, then, does China not take voluntary and conscious action to

improve its human rights record?  Freedom, democracy and human rights do not belongimprove its human rights record?  Freedom, democracy and human rights do not belongimprove its human rights record?  Freedom, democracy and human rights do not belongimprove its human rights record?  Freedom, democracy and human rights do not belong

exclusively to the Western countries.  China, too, should allow its people to enjoyexclusively to the Western countries.  China, too, should allow its people to enjoyexclusively to the Western countries.  China, too, should allow its people to enjoyexclusively to the Western countries.  China, too, should allow its people to enjoy

freedom, democracy and a full measure of human rights.  Therefore, the Chinesefreedom, democracy and a full measure of human rights.  Therefore, the Chinesefreedom, democracy and a full measure of human rights.  Therefore, the Chinesefreedom, democracy and a full measure of human rights.  Therefore, the Chinese

Government has a responsibility to improve the human rights situation of its people.Government has a responsibility to improve the human rights situation of its people.Government has a responsibility to improve the human rights situation of its people.Government has a responsibility to improve the human rights situation of its people.

By doing it will once for all remove the sharp sword hung over our heads and willBy doing it will once for all remove the sharp sword hung over our heads and willBy doing it will once for all remove the sharp sword hung over our heads and willBy doing it will once for all remove the sharp sword hung over our heads and will

assure China a permanent MFN status.assure China a permanent MFN status.assure China a permanent MFN status.assure China a permanent MFN status.

During the Qing Dynasty, the Manchu Government forced its male subjects to wearDuring the Qing Dynasty, the Manchu Government forced its male subjects to wearDuring the Qing Dynasty, the Manchu Government forced its male subjects to wearDuring the Qing Dynasty, the Manchu Government forced its male subjects to wear

pigtails.  Foreigners at the time made fun of these "pigtails" worn by Chinese men.pigtails.  Foreigners at the time made fun of these "pigtails" worn by Chinese men.pigtails.  Foreigners at the time made fun of these "pigtails" worn by Chinese men.pigtails.  Foreigners at the time made fun of these "pigtails" worn by Chinese men.

I see no reason why Chinese men must indulge in self-degradation by keeping pigtailsI see no reason why Chinese men must indulge in self-degradation by keeping pigtailsI see no reason why Chinese men must indulge in self-degradation by keeping pigtailsI see no reason why Chinese men must indulge in self-degradation by keeping pigtails

only because foreigners called them "pigtails".  I recall that, towards the end ofonly because foreigners called them "pigtails".  I recall that, towards the end ofonly because foreigners called them "pigtails".  I recall that, towards the end ofonly because foreigners called them "pigtails".  I recall that, towards the end of

the Qing Dynasty, some men burst into tears and made a big fuss when their pigtailsthe Qing Dynasty, some men burst into tears and made a big fuss when their pigtailsthe Qing Dynasty, some men burst into tears and made a big fuss when their pigtailsthe Qing Dynasty, some men burst into tears and made a big fuss when their pigtails

were cut off by the revolutionary army.  Why is it that now, at the mention of humanwere cut off by the revolutionary army.  Why is it that now, at the mention of humanwere cut off by the revolutionary army.  Why is it that now, at the mention of humanwere cut off by the revolutionary army.  Why is it that now, at the mention of human

rights, some people get all irritated and burst into tears just as those who had theirrights, some people get all irritated and burst into tears just as those who had theirrights, some people get all irritated and burst into tears just as those who had theirrights, some people get all irritated and burst into tears just as those who had their

pigtails cut off in the past?  Why do they not think of higher things, of Chinapigtails cut off in the past?  Why do they not think of higher things, of Chinapigtails cut off in the past?  Why do they not think of higher things, of Chinapigtails cut off in the past?  Why do they not think of higher things, of China

becoming a champion of human rights, the envy of the whole world?becoming a champion of human rights, the envy of the whole world?becoming a champion of human rights, the envy of the whole world?becoming a champion of human rights, the envy of the whole world?

The United States recently accused Taiwan and China of manipulating exchangeThe United States recently accused Taiwan and China of manipulating exchangeThe United States recently accused Taiwan and China of manipulating exchangeThe United States recently accused Taiwan and China of manipulating exchange

rates for trade advantages.  Taiwan thereupon immediately pointed out that the chargerates for trade advantages.  Taiwan thereupon immediately pointed out that the chargerates for trade advantages.  Taiwan thereupon immediately pointed out that the chargerates for trade advantages.  Taiwan thereupon immediately pointed out that the charge

was unfair, since it had already liberalized its exchange rate system.  It is thuswas unfair, since it had already liberalized its exchange rate system.  It is thuswas unfair, since it had already liberalized its exchange rate system.  It is thuswas unfair, since it had already liberalized its exchange rate system.  It is thus

clear that, if one does not wish to become reactive or subject to other's will, oneclear that, if one does not wish to become reactive or subject to other's will, oneclear that, if one does not wish to become reactive or subject to other's will, oneclear that, if one does not wish to become reactive or subject to other's will, one



must take the initiative to do the right thing.  For this reason, the UDHK believemust take the initiative to do the right thing.  For this reason, the UDHK believemust take the initiative to do the right thing.  For this reason, the UDHK believemust take the initiative to do the right thing.  For this reason, the UDHK believe

that the sure way for the Chinese Government to secure the MFN status permanentlythat the sure way for the Chinese Government to secure the MFN status permanentlythat the sure way for the Chinese Government to secure the MFN status permanentlythat the sure way for the Chinese Government to secure the MFN status permanently

is to take the initiative and improve its human rights record.  The problem, then,is to take the initiative and improve its human rights record.  The problem, then,is to take the initiative and improve its human rights record.  The problem, then,is to take the initiative and improve its human rights record.  The problem, then,

will be truly resolved.will be truly resolved.will be truly resolved.will be truly resolved.

Today, the seven leaToday, the seven leaToday, the seven leaToday, the seven leading industrialized countries (G7) have made it clear thatding industrialized countries (G7) have made it clear thatding industrialized countries (G7) have made it clear thatding industrialized countries (G7) have made it clear that

China must improve its human rights record.  Without such improvement, I am afraidChina must improve its human rights record.  Without such improvement, I am afraidChina must improve its human rights record.  Without such improvement, I am afraidChina must improve its human rights record.  Without such improvement, I am afraid

that, in addition to losing the MFN status accorded by the United States, China maythat, in addition to losing the MFN status accorded by the United States, China maythat, in addition to losing the MFN status accorded by the United States, China maythat, in addition to losing the MFN status accorded by the United States, China may

also fail in its application to join the GATT.  Furthermore, it has already beenalso fail in its application to join the GATT.  Furthermore, it has already beenalso fail in its application to join the GATT.  Furthermore, it has already beenalso fail in its application to join the GATT.  Furthermore, it has already been

agreed that China and Taiwan must join the GATT simultaneously.  In other words, ifagreed that China and Taiwan must join the GATT simultaneously.  In other words, ifagreed that China and Taiwan must join the GATT simultaneously.  In other words, ifagreed that China and Taiwan must join the GATT simultaneously.  In other words, if

China cannot join, neither can Taiwan.  A serious blow will then be dealt to theChina cannot join, neither can Taiwan.  A serious blow will then be dealt to theChina cannot join, neither can Taiwan.  A serious blow will then be dealt to theChina cannot join, neither can Taiwan.  A serious blow will then be dealt to the

economies of China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  It is thus clear that, if China takeseconomies of China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  It is thus clear that, if China takeseconomies of China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  It is thus clear that, if China takeseconomies of China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  It is thus clear that, if China takes

initiative and improves its human rights record, its stance will change from defensiveinitiative and improves its human rights record, its stance will change from defensiveinitiative and improves its human rights record, its stance will change from defensiveinitiative and improves its human rights record, its stance will change from defensive

to offensive.  Its economy will then be on its way to healthy growth.to offensive.  Its economy will then be on its way to healthy growth.to offensive.  Its economy will then be on its way to healthy growth.to offensive.  Its economy will then be on its way to healthy growth.

In fact, I know that China has already begun to lay downIn fact, I know that China has already begun to lay downIn fact, I know that China has already begun to lay downIn fact, I know that China has already begun to lay down some human rights policies. some human rights policies. some human rights policies. some human rights policies.

An improved Chinese human rights record is the wish of the people of the whole world,An improved Chinese human rights record is the wish of the people of the whole world,An improved Chinese human rights record is the wish of the people of the whole world,An improved Chinese human rights record is the wish of the people of the whole world,

the people of China and all patriotic and people-cherishing members of the Chinesethe people of China and all patriotic and people-cherishing members of the Chinesethe people of China and all patriotic and people-cherishing members of the Chinesethe people of China and all patriotic and people-cherishing members of the Chinese

Government.  Why, then, at the mention of an improved human rights record, do someGovernment.  Why, then, at the mention of an improved human rights record, do someGovernment.  Why, then, at the mention of an improved human rights record, do someGovernment.  Why, then, at the mention of an improved human rights record, do some

people voice loud opposition to it, sounding frightened and surprised?people voice loud opposition to it, sounding frightened and surprised?people voice loud opposition to it, sounding frightened and surprised?people voice loud opposition to it, sounding frightened and surprised?

Mr Deputy President, we should do our best to help China to win a permanent MFNMr Deputy President, we should do our best to help China to win a permanent MFNMr Deputy President, we should do our best to help China to win a permanent MFNMr Deputy President, we should do our best to help China to win a permanent MFN

status.  Mr Vincent CHENG is one of my most respected economists.  Unfortunately,status.  Mr Vincent CHENG is one of my most respected economists.  Unfortunately,status.  Mr Vincent CHENG is one of my most respected economists.  Unfortunately,status.  Mr Vincent CHENG is one of my most respected economists.  Unfortunately,

his motion moved at the request of the CRC will only cause misunderstanding, makinghis motion moved at the request of the CRC will only cause misunderstanding, makinghis motion moved at the request of the CRC will only cause misunderstanding, makinghis motion moved at the request of the CRC will only cause misunderstanding, making

people think that Hong Kong is in favour of nuclear proliferation and trade barrierspeople think that Hong Kong is in favour of nuclear proliferation and trade barrierspeople think that Hong Kong is in favour of nuclear proliferation and trade barrierspeople think that Hong Kong is in favour of nuclear proliferation and trade barriers

and against human rights, that Hong Kong's Legislative Council is opposed to China'sand against human rights, that Hong Kong's Legislative Council is opposed to China'sand against human rights, that Hong Kong's Legislative Council is opposed to China'sand against human rights, that Hong Kong's Legislative Council is opposed to China's

abiding by the Joint Declaration.  Our efforts will thus backfire.  I am convincedabiding by the Joint Declaration.  Our efforts will thus backfire.  I am convincedabiding by the Joint Declaration.  Our efforts will thus backfire.  I am convincedabiding by the Joint Declaration.  Our efforts will thus backfire.  I am convinced

that the UDHK's motion more realistically presents a specific and feasible coursethat the UDHK's motion more realistically presents a specific and feasible coursethat the UDHK's motion more realistically presents a specific and feasible coursethat the UDHK's motion more realistically presents a specific and feasible course

of action for safeguarding a permanent MFN status for China.of action for safeguarding a permanent MFN status for China.of action for safeguarding a permanent MFN status for China.of action for safeguarding a permanent MFN status for China.

Mr Deputy President, withMr Deputy President, withMr Deputy President, withMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I beg to move the amendment. these remarks, I beg to move the amendment. these remarks, I beg to move the amendment. these remarks, I beg to move the amendment.

Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment proposed.Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment proposed.Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment proposed.Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment proposed.

MR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, listening to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's speech gives meMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, listening to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's speech gives meMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, listening to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's speech gives meMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, listening to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's speech gives me

the feeling that he is totally ignorant of Hong Kong's economy and totally twistingthe feeling that he is totally ignorant of Hong Kong's economy and totally twistingthe feeling that he is totally ignorant of Hong Kong's economy and totally twistingthe feeling that he is totally ignorant of Hong Kong's economy and totally twisting

the words of the CRC as to human rights, nuclear proliferation or arms sales. He hasthe words of the CRC as to human rights, nuclear proliferation or arms sales. He hasthe words of the CRC as to human rights, nuclear proliferation or arms sales. He hasthe words of the CRC as to human rights, nuclear proliferation or arms sales. He has



no knowledge of what we said to Mr JIANG Zemin in Beijing, and I intend to clarifyno knowledge of what we said to Mr JIANG Zemin in Beijing, and I intend to clarifyno knowledge of what we said to Mr JIANG Zemin in Beijing, and I intend to clarifyno knowledge of what we said to Mr JIANG Zemin in Beijing, and I intend to clarify

that point for this Council.  I do not mind his ignorance on the economic impactthat point for this Council.  I do not mind his ignorance on the economic impactthat point for this Council.  I do not mind his ignorance on the economic impactthat point for this Council.  I do not mind his ignorance on the economic impact

because he is a medical doctor, but I do mind his accusations which are totallybecause he is a medical doctor, but I do mind his accusations which are totallybecause he is a medical doctor, but I do mind his accusations which are totallybecause he is a medical doctor, but I do mind his accusations which are totally

unfounded.unfounded.unfounded.unfounded.

MFN is a very important subject for us in Hong Kong.  I went to Washington inMFN is a very important subject for us in Hong Kong.  I went to Washington inMFN is a very important subject for us in Hong Kong.  I went to Washington inMFN is a very important subject for us in Hong Kong.  I went to Washington in

1990 and 1991 to discuss this issue with American politicians.  I feel strongly --1990 and 1991 to discuss this issue with American politicians.  I feel strongly --1990 and 1991 to discuss this issue with American politicians.  I feel strongly --1990 and 1991 to discuss this issue with American politicians.  I feel strongly --

I felt then and I still feel now -- that the United States should not use MFN as aI felt then and I still feel now -- that the United States should not use MFN as aI felt then and I still feel now -- that the United States should not use MFN as aI felt then and I still feel now -- that the United States should not use MFN as a

political issue in their dealings with China.political issue in their dealings with China.political issue in their dealings with China.political issue in their dealings with China.

Mr Deputy President, I wonder how many times Dr HUANG Chen-ya has gone to ChinaMr Deputy President, I wonder how many times Dr HUANG Chen-ya has gone to ChinaMr Deputy President, I wonder how many times Dr HUANG Chen-ya has gone to ChinaMr Deputy President, I wonder how many times Dr HUANG Chen-ya has gone to China

in the last three years to see for himself the development of China; his knowledgein the last three years to see for himself the development of China; his knowledgein the last three years to see for himself the development of China; his knowledgein the last three years to see for himself the development of China; his knowledge

of China is "zilch" in my view. Ever since China announced its open-door policy.....of China is "zilch" in my view. Ever since China announced its open-door policy.....of China is "zilch" in my view. Ever since China announced its open-door policy.....of China is "zilch" in my view. Ever since China announced its open-door policy.....

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, please observe Standing Orders that Members are not to useDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, please observe Standing Orders that Members are not to useDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, please observe Standing Orders that Members are not to useDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, please observe Standing Orders that Members are not to use

insulting or offensive terms in relation to other Members.insulting or offensive terms in relation to other Members.insulting or offensive terms in relation to other Members.insulting or offensive terms in relation to other Members.

MR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, I feel as insulted by Dr HUANG, as he was givingMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, I feel as insulted by Dr HUANG, as he was givingMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, I feel as insulted by Dr HUANG, as he was givingMR ALLEN LEE: Mr Deputy President, I feel as insulted by Dr HUANG, as he was giving

us a lecture.us a lecture.us a lecture.us a lecture.

Ever since China announced its open-door policy, Hong Kong manufacturers startedEver since China announced its open-door policy, Hong Kong manufacturers startedEver since China announced its open-door policy, Hong Kong manufacturers startedEver since China announced its open-door policy, Hong Kong manufacturers started

to move their manufacturing base to Southern China. Now we are the largest investor,to move their manufacturing base to Southern China. Now we are the largest investor,to move their manufacturing base to Southern China. Now we are the largest investor,to move their manufacturing base to Southern China. Now we are the largest investor,

representing 61% of total foreign investment in China.  Therefore our economy isrepresenting 61% of total foreign investment in China.  Therefore our economy isrepresenting 61% of total foreign investment in China.  Therefore our economy isrepresenting 61% of total foreign investment in China.  Therefore our economy is

closely linked to China.  I am quite surprised that anybody in Hong Kong, inclosely linked to China.  I am quite surprised that anybody in Hong Kong, inclosely linked to China.  I am quite surprised that anybody in Hong Kong, inclosely linked to China.  I am quite surprised that anybody in Hong Kong, in

protecting the interests of the people of Hong Kong, would not lobby the United Statesprotecting the interests of the people of Hong Kong, would not lobby the United Statesprotecting the interests of the people of Hong Kong, would not lobby the United Statesprotecting the interests of the people of Hong Kong, would not lobby the United States

to grant MFN status to China without conditions.  Sino-United States relationshipsto grant MFN status to China without conditions.  Sino-United States relationshipsto grant MFN status to China without conditions.  Sino-United States relationshipsto grant MFN status to China without conditions.  Sino-United States relationships

break down on this issue, what will happen to Hong Kong will be unthinkable.  We arebreak down on this issue, what will happen to Hong Kong will be unthinkable.  We arebreak down on this issue, what will happen to Hong Kong will be unthinkable.  We arebreak down on this issue, what will happen to Hong Kong will be unthinkable.  We are

now depending on China for our exports and re-exports.  We must be determined to fightnow depending on China for our exports and re-exports.  We must be determined to fightnow depending on China for our exports and re-exports.  We must be determined to fightnow depending on China for our exports and re-exports.  We must be determined to fight

the battle and I am in total support of President BUSH's stand on MFN.the battle and I am in total support of President BUSH's stand on MFN.the battle and I am in total support of President BUSH's stand on MFN.the battle and I am in total support of President BUSH's stand on MFN.

Mr Deputy President, speaking about human rights, I was watching a film entitledMr Deputy President, speaking about human rights, I was watching a film entitledMr Deputy President, speaking about human rights, I was watching a film entitledMr Deputy President, speaking about human rights, I was watching a film entitled

"The Jesse Owens Story"on television on Monday night. Jesse OWENS was a legend, an"The Jesse Owens Story"on television on Monday night. Jesse OWENS was a legend, an"The Jesse Owens Story"on television on Monday night. Jesse OWENS was a legend, an"The Jesse Owens Story"on television on Monday night. Jesse OWENS was a legend, an

Olympic gold medallist who has brought great honour and glory to his country as aOlympic gold medallist who has brought great honour and glory to his country as aOlympic gold medallist who has brought great honour and glory to his country as aOlympic gold medallist who has brought great honour and glory to his country as a

sportsman.  But because he was a negro, he and other black athletes could not entersportsman.  But because he was a negro, he and other black athletes could not entersportsman.  But because he was a negro, he and other black athletes could not entersportsman.  But because he was a negro, he and other black athletes could not enter

a hotel through the front door; they had to use the back door.  And they could nota hotel through the front door; they had to use the back door.  And they could nota hotel through the front door; they had to use the back door.  And they could nota hotel through the front door; they had to use the back door.  And they could not

eat in the dining room; instead their meals were brought to their rooms.eat in the dining room; instead their meals were brought to their rooms.eat in the dining room; instead their meals were brought to their rooms.eat in the dining room; instead their meals were brought to their rooms.



Earlier this year we all witnessed the racial riots in Los Angeles and other citiesEarlier this year we all witnessed the racial riots in Los Angeles and other citiesEarlier this year we all witnessed the racial riots in Los Angeles and other citiesEarlier this year we all witnessed the racial riots in Los Angeles and other cities

in the United States.  To people like Nancy PELOSI and her like, I say, "please takein the United States.  To people like Nancy PELOSI and her like, I say, "please takein the United States.  To people like Nancy PELOSI and her like, I say, "please takein the United States.  To people like Nancy PELOSI and her like, I say, "please take

care of your own problems in your country and for your countrymen."care of your own problems in your country and for your countrymen."care of your own problems in your country and for your countrymen."care of your own problems in your country and for your countrymen."

While we were in Beijing recently, members of the CRC asked the Chinese leadershipWhile we were in Beijing recently, members of the CRC asked the Chinese leadershipWhile we were in Beijing recently, members of the CRC asked the Chinese leadershipWhile we were in Beijing recently, members of the CRC asked the Chinese leadership

not to lose sight of the importance of the issue of MFN, and we stressed that thenot to lose sight of the importance of the issue of MFN, and we stressed that thenot to lose sight of the importance of the issue of MFN, and we stressed that thenot to lose sight of the importance of the issue of MFN, and we stressed that the

politicians in Washington are critical of human rights in China and arms sales andpoliticians in Washington are critical of human rights in China and arms sales andpoliticians in Washington are critical of human rights in China and arms sales andpoliticians in Washington are critical of human rights in China and arms sales and

nuclear proliferation.  Our message was heard loud and clear.nuclear proliferation.  Our message was heard loud and clear.nuclear proliferation.  Our message was heard loud and clear.nuclear proliferation.  Our message was heard loud and clear.

Mr Deputy President, Mrs Elsie TU has written to the United States Senate andMr Deputy President, Mrs Elsie TU has written to the United States Senate andMr Deputy President, Mrs Elsie TU has written to the United States Senate andMr Deputy President, Mrs Elsie TU has written to the United States Senate and

Congress on the issue of MFN, representing the Legislative Council view.  I am askingCongress on the issue of MFN, representing the Legislative Council view.  I am askingCongress on the issue of MFN, representing the Legislative Council view.  I am askingCongress on the issue of MFN, representing the Legislative Council view.  I am asking

Dr HUANG to withdraw his amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.  I believe the peopleDr HUANG to withdraw his amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.  I believe the peopleDr HUANG to withdraw his amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.  I believe the peopleDr HUANG to withdraw his amendment to Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.  I believe the people

of Hong Kong will not forgive him if the United States starts a trade war with Chinaof Hong Kong will not forgive him if the United States starts a trade war with Chinaof Hong Kong will not forgive him if the United States starts a trade war with Chinaof Hong Kong will not forgive him if the United States starts a trade war with China

and Hong Kong suffers the detrimental effects.and Hong Kong suffers the detrimental effects.and Hong Kong suffers the detrimental effects.and Hong Kong suffers the detrimental effects.

I hope the people of HongI hope the people of HongI hope the people of HongI hope the people of Hong Kong will keep their eyes and ears open, because China's Kong will keep their eyes and ears open, because China's Kong will keep their eyes and ears open, because China's Kong will keep their eyes and ears open, because China's

future is our future and China's fate is our fate.  We are in this together.future is our future and China's fate is our fate.  We are in this together.future is our future and China's fate is our fate.  We are in this together.future is our future and China's fate is our fate.  We are in this together.

Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.

6.28 pm6.28 pm6.28 pm6.28 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will take a break for supper and resume at     7 o'clock.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will take a break for supper and resume at     7 o'clock.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will take a break for supper and resume at     7 o'clock.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will take a break for supper and resume at     7 o'clock.

7.13 pm7.13 pm7.13 pm7.13 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will resume.

MR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, during the past few years,MR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, during the past few years,MR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, during the past few years,MR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, during the past few years,

the renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China by the United States causedthe renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China by the United States causedthe renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China by the United States causedthe renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China by the United States caused

much anxiety to Hong Kong.  Though unconditional renewal was given each year, it wasmuch anxiety to Hong Kong.  Though unconditional renewal was given each year, it wasmuch anxiety to Hong Kong.  Though unconditional renewal was given each year, it wasmuch anxiety to Hong Kong.  Though unconditional renewal was given each year, it was

visibly the result of much political arm-wrestling.  This issue has far-reachingvisibly the result of much political arm-wrestling.  This issue has far-reachingvisibly the result of much political arm-wrestling.  This issue has far-reachingvisibly the result of much political arm-wrestling.  This issue has far-reaching

economic and social repercussions for Hong Kong.  We indeed must take a proper vieweconomic and social repercussions for Hong Kong.  We indeed must take a proper vieweconomic and social repercussions for Hong Kong.  We indeed must take a proper vieweconomic and social repercussions for Hong Kong.  We indeed must take a proper view

of it.of it.of it.of it.



I would like to talk about this MFN issue first of all from Hong Kong's economicI would like to talk about this MFN issue first of all from Hong Kong's economicI would like to talk about this MFN issue first of all from Hong Kong's economicI would like to talk about this MFN issue first of all from Hong Kong's economic

perspectives.  My reason for doing so is this: should China, with which we have aperspectives.  My reason for doing so is this: should China, with which we have aperspectives.  My reason for doing so is this: should China, with which we have aperspectives.  My reason for doing so is this: should China, with which we have a

close economic relationship, lose its MFN status, the damage to Hong Kong would beclose economic relationship, lose its MFN status, the damage to Hong Kong would beclose economic relationship, lose its MFN status, the damage to Hong Kong would beclose economic relationship, lose its MFN status, the damage to Hong Kong would be

quite noticeable.  This close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong canquite noticeable.  This close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong canquite noticeable.  This close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong canquite noticeable.  This close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong can

be seen from the bilaterial trade figures.  The volume of Hong Kong's trade with Chinabe seen from the bilaterial trade figures.  The volume of Hong Kong's trade with Chinabe seen from the bilaterial trade figures.  The volume of Hong Kong's trade with Chinabe seen from the bilaterial trade figures.  The volume of Hong Kong's trade with China

was only $289.6 billion in 1987.  By 1991, it had soared to $816.7 billion.  Duringwas only $289.6 billion in 1987.  By 1991, it had soared to $816.7 billion.  Duringwas only $289.6 billion in 1987.  By 1991, it had soared to $816.7 billion.  Duringwas only $289.6 billion in 1987.  By 1991, it had soared to $816.7 billion.  During

the first quarter of this year, Hong Kong's trade with China accounted for 32% ofthe first quarter of this year, Hong Kong's trade with China accounted for 32% ofthe first quarter of this year, Hong Kong's trade with China accounted for 32% ofthe first quarter of this year, Hong Kong's trade with China accounted for 32% of

its total external trade and amounted to $125.2 billion.  This first-quarter figureits total external trade and amounted to $125.2 billion.  This first-quarter figureits total external trade and amounted to $125.2 billion.  This first-quarter figureits total external trade and amounted to $125.2 billion.  This first-quarter figure

was 30% higher than that of the corresponding period last year.  A significantwas 30% higher than that of the corresponding period last year.  A significantwas 30% higher than that of the corresponding period last year.  A significantwas 30% higher than that of the corresponding period last year.  A significant

increase is generally expected for the whole of this year.increase is generally expected for the whole of this year.increase is generally expected for the whole of this year.increase is generally expected for the whole of this year.

Hong Kong's economic relationship with Guangdong, among all Chinese provinces,Hong Kong's economic relationship with Guangdong, among all Chinese provinces,Hong Kong's economic relationship with Guangdong, among all Chinese provinces,Hong Kong's economic relationship with Guangdong, among all Chinese provinces,

is the closest.  A study by the Federation of Hong Kong Industries last year showedis the closest.  A study by the Federation of Hong Kong Industries last year showedis the closest.  A study by the Federation of Hong Kong Industries last year showedis the closest.  A study by the Federation of Hong Kong Industries last year showed

that, among the 1 256 manufacturers who were members of the Federation, 511 hadthat, among the 1 256 manufacturers who were members of the Federation, 511 hadthat, among the 1 256 manufacturers who were members of the Federation, 511 hadthat, among the 1 256 manufacturers who were members of the Federation, 511 had

invested in the Pearl River Delta while 69 had plans to invest there.  According toinvested in the Pearl River Delta while 69 had plans to invest there.  According toinvested in the Pearl River Delta while 69 had plans to invest there.  According toinvested in the Pearl River Delta while 69 had plans to invest there.  According to

a conservative estimate, Hong Kong's manufacturers and investors are operating 20a conservative estimate, Hong Kong's manufacturers and investors are operating 20a conservative estimate, Hong Kong's manufacturers and investors are operating 20a conservative estimate, Hong Kong's manufacturers and investors are operating 20

000 factories and hiring as many as three million workers in South China.000 factories and hiring as many as three million workers in South China.000 factories and hiring as many as three million workers in South China.000 factories and hiring as many as three million workers in South China.

The Government estimates that, should China lose its MFN status, the trade lossThe Government estimates that, should China lose its MFN status, the trade lossThe Government estimates that, should China lose its MFN status, the trade lossThe Government estimates that, should China lose its MFN status, the trade loss

for Hong Kong would amount to between $91 billion and $123 billion, which representsfor Hong Kong would amount to between $91 billion and $123 billion, which representsfor Hong Kong would amount to between $91 billion and $123 billion, which representsfor Hong Kong would amount to between $91 billion and $123 billion, which represents

6% to 8% of Hong Kong's total trade volume ($1,545 billion in value) for last year.6% to 8% of Hong Kong's total trade volume ($1,545 billion in value) for last year.6% to 8% of Hong Kong's total trade volume ($1,545 billion in value) for last year.6% to 8% of Hong Kong's total trade volume ($1,545 billion in value) for last year.

It is a fact that, should China fail to receive unconditional renewal of its MFN status,It is a fact that, should China fail to receive unconditional renewal of its MFN status,It is a fact that, should China fail to receive unconditional renewal of its MFN status,It is a fact that, should China fail to receive unconditional renewal of its MFN status,

the threat of unemployment would become inevitable for, and would have to be facedthe threat of unemployment would become inevitable for, and would have to be facedthe threat of unemployment would become inevitable for, and would have to be facedthe threat of unemployment would become inevitable for, and would have to be faced

by, the 50 000 to 60 000 Hong Kong people who are now working in China.by, the 50 000 to 60 000 Hong Kong people who are now working in China.by, the 50 000 to 60 000 Hong Kong people who are now working in China.by, the 50 000 to 60 000 Hong Kong people who are now working in China.

TheTheTheThe above estimates are primarily confined to what will happen to Hong Kong's above estimates are primarily confined to what will happen to Hong Kong's above estimates are primarily confined to what will happen to Hong Kong's above estimates are primarily confined to what will happen to Hong Kong's

manufacturers who have investments in China.  The figures do not yet tell the publicmanufacturers who have investments in China.  The figures do not yet tell the publicmanufacturers who have investments in China.  The figures do not yet tell the publicmanufacturers who have investments in China.  The figures do not yet tell the public

the full story, which is that, should China lose its MFN status, there would bethe full story, which is that, should China lose its MFN status, there would bethe full story, which is that, should China lose its MFN status, there would bethe full story, which is that, should China lose its MFN status, there would be

repercussions also for the supporting services that are now operating in China andrepercussions also for the supporting services that are now operating in China andrepercussions also for the supporting services that are now operating in China andrepercussions also for the supporting services that are now operating in China and

Hong Kong, such as transportation, storage, communications, banking and packaging.Hong Kong, such as transportation, storage, communications, banking and packaging.Hong Kong, such as transportation, storage, communications, banking and packaging.Hong Kong, such as transportation, storage, communications, banking and packaging.

They would be seriously affected as well.  Such an adverse chain reaction would notThey would be seriously affected as well.  Such an adverse chain reaction would notThey would be seriously affected as well.  Such an adverse chain reaction would notThey would be seriously affected as well.  Such an adverse chain reaction would not

only block economic development in China and Hong Kong but also threaten theonly block economic development in China and Hong Kong but also threaten theonly block economic development in China and Hong Kong but also threaten theonly block economic development in China and Hong Kong but also threaten the

livelihood of hundreds of thousands of workers in China and Hong Kong.livelihood of hundreds of thousands of workers in China and Hong Kong.livelihood of hundreds of thousands of workers in China and Hong Kong.livelihood of hundreds of thousands of workers in China and Hong Kong.

As Hong Kong is now in the transition period and China is heading towardsAs Hong Kong is now in the transition period and China is heading towardsAs Hong Kong is now in the transition period and China is heading towardsAs Hong Kong is now in the transition period and China is heading towards

liberalization and reform, the series of social problems that would come withliberalization and reform, the series of social problems that would come withliberalization and reform, the series of social problems that would come withliberalization and reform, the series of social problems that would come with

unemployment would be an unbearable burden for these two places.unemployment would be an unbearable burden for these two places.unemployment would be an unbearable burden for these two places.unemployment would be an unbearable burden for these two places.

Mr Deputy President, what we have before us is an economic issue.  It is alsoMr Deputy President, what we have before us is an economic issue.  It is alsoMr Deputy President, what we have before us is an economic issue.  It is alsoMr Deputy President, what we have before us is an economic issue.  It is also



a social issue, an issue affecting people's livelihood.  If anybody tries to playa social issue, an issue affecting people's livelihood.  If anybody tries to playa social issue, an issue affecting people's livelihood.  If anybody tries to playa social issue, an issue affecting people's livelihood.  If anybody tries to play

political games with this issue or tries to make a name for himself by becomingpolitical games with this issue or tries to make a name for himself by becomingpolitical games with this issue or tries to make a name for himself by becomingpolitical games with this issue or tries to make a name for himself by becoming

involved in another country's internal affairs, he had better be a foreign politicianinvolved in another country's internal affairs, he had better be a foreign politicianinvolved in another country's internal affairs, he had better be a foreign politicianinvolved in another country's internal affairs, he had better be a foreign politician

who does not intend to live in Hong Kong for long.  If he is, he can disregard thewho does not intend to live in Hong Kong for long.  If he is, he can disregard thewho does not intend to live in Hong Kong for long.  If he is, he can disregard thewho does not intend to live in Hong Kong for long.  If he is, he can disregard the

economies and the people of China and Hong Kong.  If not, he is being trulyeconomies and the people of China and Hong Kong.  If not, he is being trulyeconomies and the people of China and Hong Kong.  If not, he is being trulyeconomies and the people of China and Hong Kong.  If not, he is being truly

irresponsible.irresponsible.irresponsible.irresponsible.

Mr Deputy President, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kong andMr Deputy President, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kong andMr Deputy President, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kong andMr Deputy President, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kong and

particularly that between Hong Kong and Guangdong, after 10 years of development,particularly that between Hong Kong and Guangdong, after 10 years of development,particularly that between Hong Kong and Guangdong, after 10 years of development,particularly that between Hong Kong and Guangdong, after 10 years of development,

has become so close that some people describe it as a relationship between "a shophas become so close that some people describe it as a relationship between "a shophas become so close that some people describe it as a relationship between "a shophas become so close that some people describe it as a relationship between "a shop

in front and a living area at the back." Regrettably, however, when the Governmentin front and a living area at the back." Regrettably, however, when the Governmentin front and a living area at the back." Regrettably, however, when the Governmentin front and a living area at the back." Regrettably, however, when the Government

and business associations are doing their best to lobby and appeal to the United Statesand business associations are doing their best to lobby and appeal to the United Statesand business associations are doing their best to lobby and appeal to the United Statesand business associations are doing their best to lobby and appeal to the United States

to renew China's MFN status unconditionally, there are always some people trying toto renew China's MFN status unconditionally, there are always some people trying toto renew China's MFN status unconditionally, there are always some people trying toto renew China's MFN status unconditionally, there are always some people trying to

set the backyard on fire.  They side with some politicians in the United States andset the backyard on fire.  They side with some politicians in the United States andset the backyard on fire.  They side with some politicians in the United States andset the backyard on fire.  They side with some politicians in the United States and

strongly demand that conditions be attached to the renewal of MFN status.strongly demand that conditions be attached to the renewal of MFN status.strongly demand that conditions be attached to the renewal of MFN status.strongly demand that conditions be attached to the renewal of MFN status.

The fire in the backyard wilThe fire in the backyard wilThe fire in the backyard wilThe fire in the backyard will spread to the shop in front and the living areal spread to the shop in front and the living areal spread to the shop in front and the living areal spread to the shop in front and the living area

at the back.  The entire set-up will be razed to the ground.  Who, then, will be theat the back.  The entire set-up will be razed to the ground.  Who, then, will be theat the back.  The entire set-up will be razed to the ground.  Who, then, will be theat the back.  The entire set-up will be razed to the ground.  Who, then, will be the

victims?victims?victims?victims?

There are perhaps some people who put an equal sign between trade "politicization"There are perhaps some people who put an equal sign between trade "politicization"There are perhaps some people who put an equal sign between trade "politicization"There are perhaps some people who put an equal sign between trade "politicization"

and righteousness and who therefore indirectly incite the United States to attachand righteousness and who therefore indirectly incite the United States to attachand righteousness and who therefore indirectly incite the United States to attachand righteousness and who therefore indirectly incite the United States to attach

conditions to the renewal of MFN status for China.  I would describe theirconditions to the renewal of MFN status for China.  I would describe theirconditions to the renewal of MFN status for China.  I would describe theirconditions to the renewal of MFN status for China.  I would describe their

"righteousness" as hypocrisy.  They fan the fire.  They use high-sounding words to"righteousness" as hypocrisy.  They fan the fire.  They use high-sounding words to"righteousness" as hypocrisy.  They fan the fire.  They use high-sounding words to"righteousness" as hypocrisy.  They fan the fire.  They use high-sounding words to

win public exposure and public recognition for themselves.  In doing so, they maywin public exposure and public recognition for themselves.  In doing so, they maywin public exposure and public recognition for themselves.  In doing so, they maywin public exposure and public recognition for themselves.  In doing so, they may

be sacrificing the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.be sacrificing the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.be sacrificing the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.be sacrificing the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.

Mr Deputy President, with regard to the MFN issue, among all the colleagues inMr Deputy President, with regard to the MFN issue, among all the colleagues inMr Deputy President, with regard to the MFN issue, among all the colleagues inMr Deputy President, with regard to the MFN issue, among all the colleagues in

this Council, I think I am the one who is most familiar with this subject.  I havethis Council, I think I am the one who is most familiar with this subject.  I havethis Council, I think I am the one who is most familiar with this subject.  I havethis Council, I think I am the one who is most familiar with this subject.  I have

done a lot of work in connection with it.  I have made trips to the United Statesdone a lot of work in connection with it.  I have made trips to the United Statesdone a lot of work in connection with it.  I have made trips to the United Statesdone a lot of work in connection with it.  I have made trips to the United States

and to Beijing every year since 1989, using my own time and spending my own money,and to Beijing every year since 1989, using my own time and spending my own money,and to Beijing every year since 1989, using my own time and spending my own money,and to Beijing every year since 1989, using my own time and spending my own money,

running errands in connection with this issue.  I do so not because I personally haverunning errands in connection with this issue.  I do so not because I personally haverunning errands in connection with this issue.  I do so not because I personally haverunning errands in connection with this issue.  I do so not because I personally have

investment in China.  I do so because I recognize how important the issue is for Honginvestment in China.  I do so because I recognize how important the issue is for Honginvestment in China.  I do so because I recognize how important the issue is for Honginvestment in China.  I do so because I recognize how important the issue is for Hong

Kong's economy and what the adverse effects might be for Hong Kong's society and people.Kong's economy and what the adverse effects might be for Hong Kong's society and people.Kong's economy and what the adverse effects might be for Hong Kong's society and people.Kong's economy and what the adverse effects might be for Hong Kong's society and people.

True, the United States Congress is entitled to make any decision it wants.  However,True, the United States Congress is entitled to make any decision it wants.  However,True, the United States Congress is entitled to make any decision it wants.  However,True, the United States Congress is entitled to make any decision it wants.  However,

we must not forget that China, being a sovereign state, also has the right to makewe must not forget that China, being a sovereign state, also has the right to makewe must not forget that China, being a sovereign state, also has the right to makewe must not forget that China, being a sovereign state, also has the right to make

any response it wishes.  I would like to share my personal observations on this matterany response it wishes.  I would like to share my personal observations on this matterany response it wishes.  I would like to share my personal observations on this matterany response it wishes.  I would like to share my personal observations on this matter

with you.  If the United States attaches any condition to the MFN status, Chinawith you.  If the United States attaches any condition to the MFN status, Chinawith you.  If the United States attaches any condition to the MFN status, Chinawith you.  If the United States attaches any condition to the MFN status, China



definitely would not accept it.  This is clear to any person who has done a substantivedefinitely would not accept it.  This is clear to any person who has done a substantivedefinitely would not accept it.  This is clear to any person who has done a substantivedefinitely would not accept it.  This is clear to any person who has done a substantive

research on the matter.  It is also clear to the United States Government, orresearch on the matter.  It is also clear to the United States Government, orresearch on the matter.  It is also clear to the United States Government, orresearch on the matter.  It is also clear to the United States Government, or

President BUSH would not have used his veto each year.  Therefore, when everybodyPresident BUSH would not have used his veto each year.  Therefore, when everybodyPresident BUSH would not have used his veto each year.  Therefore, when everybodyPresident BUSH would not have used his veto each year.  Therefore, when everybody

thinks that conditionality is right and proper, that will be the time when a tradethinks that conditionality is right and proper, that will be the time when a tradethinks that conditionality is right and proper, that will be the time when a tradethinks that conditionality is right and proper, that will be the time when a trade

war between China and the United States becomes inevitable, with consequences thatwar between China and the United States becomes inevitable, with consequences thatwar between China and the United States becomes inevitable, with consequences thatwar between China and the United States becomes inevitable, with consequences that

will seriously affect Hong Kong's trade and economy and seriously affect thewill seriously affect Hong Kong's trade and economy and seriously affect thewill seriously affect Hong Kong's trade and economy and seriously affect thewill seriously affect Hong Kong's trade and economy and seriously affect the

livelihood of our people.livelihood of our people.livelihood of our people.livelihood of our people.

Mr Deputy President, I wish to state that the words used by Dr HUANG sound likeMr Deputy President, I wish to state that the words used by Dr HUANG sound likeMr Deputy President, I wish to state that the words used by Dr HUANG sound likeMr Deputy President, I wish to state that the words used by Dr HUANG sound like

a serious charge against members of the Co-operative Resources Centre.  He made ita serious charge against members of the Co-operative Resources Centre.  He made ita serious charge against members of the Co-operative Resources Centre.  He made ita serious charge against members of the Co-operative Resources Centre.  He made it

sound as if we were in favour of nuclear proliferation.  I think that he should notsound as if we were in favour of nuclear proliferation.  I think that he should notsound as if we were in favour of nuclear proliferation.  I think that he should notsound as if we were in favour of nuclear proliferation.  I think that he should not

do that.  We are Chinese.  We all wish to see China move forward.  We also wish todo that.  We are Chinese.  We all wish to see China move forward.  We also wish todo that.  We are Chinese.  We all wish to see China move forward.  We also wish todo that.  We are Chinese.  We all wish to see China move forward.  We also wish to

see social improvements in China.  But conditionality will not.....see social improvements in China.  But conditionality will not.....see social improvements in China.  But conditionality will not.....see social improvements in China.  But conditionality will not.....

MR JAMES TO: Point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.MR JAMES TO: Point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.MR JAMES TO: Point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.MR JAMES TO: Point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you wish to give way, Mr CHEONG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you wish to give way, Mr CHEONG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you wish to give way, Mr CHEONG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you wish to give way, Mr CHEONG?

MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Yes, Mr Deputy President.

MR JAMES TO (in  Cantonese): Mr CHEONG has said that he would like to see China improve.MR JAMES TO (in  Cantonese): Mr CHEONG has said that he would like to see China improve.MR JAMES TO (in  Cantonese): Mr CHEONG has said that he would like to see China improve.MR JAMES TO (in  Cantonese): Mr CHEONG has said that he would like to see China improve.

Does it include improvement in the human rights aspect?Does it include improvement in the human rights aspect?Does it include improvement in the human rights aspect?Does it include improvement in the human rights aspect?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is up to you, Mr CHEONG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is up to you, Mr CHEONG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is up to you, Mr CHEONG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is up to you, Mr CHEONG.

MR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): I have already put it very clearly.  Social progressMR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): I have already put it very clearly.  Social progressMR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): I have already put it very clearly.  Social progressMR STEPHEN CHEONG (in Cantonese): I have already put it very clearly.  Social progress

includes everything.  We wish to see social improvements.  But conditionalityincludes everything.  We wish to see social improvements.  But conditionalityincludes everything.  We wish to see social improvements.  But conditionalityincludes everything.  We wish to see social improvements.  But conditionality

definitely will not produce the effect that we desire.definitely will not produce the effect that we desire.definitely will not produce the effect that we desire.definitely will not produce the effect that we desire.

There is no doubt that colleagues in thThere is no doubt that colleagues in thThere is no doubt that colleagues in thThere is no doubt that colleagues in this Council are in support of unconditionalis Council are in support of unconditionalis Council are in support of unconditionalis Council are in support of unconditional

renewal of China's MFN status.  The United Kingdom, being Hong Kong's sovereign state,renewal of China's MFN status.  The United Kingdom, being Hong Kong's sovereign state,renewal of China's MFN status.  The United Kingdom, being Hong Kong's sovereign state,renewal of China's MFN status.  The United Kingdom, being Hong Kong's sovereign state,

has a responsibility for maintaining Hong Kong's prosperity and stability.  Thehas a responsibility for maintaining Hong Kong's prosperity and stability.  Thehas a responsibility for maintaining Hong Kong's prosperity and stability.  Thehas a responsibility for maintaining Hong Kong's prosperity and stability.  The

United Kingdom, therefore, should lend a helping hand when needed.  For instance,United Kingdom, therefore, should lend a helping hand when needed.  For instance,United Kingdom, therefore, should lend a helping hand when needed.  For instance,United Kingdom, therefore, should lend a helping hand when needed.  For instance,



officials of the British Government may wish to consider lobbying the United Statesofficials of the British Government may wish to consider lobbying the United Statesofficials of the British Government may wish to consider lobbying the United Statesofficials of the British Government may wish to consider lobbying the United States

and conveying Hong Kong's position to them.  This will be of great help to theand conveying Hong Kong's position to them.  This will be of great help to theand conveying Hong Kong's position to them.  This will be of great help to theand conveying Hong Kong's position to them.  This will be of great help to the

Government of Hong Kong in its continuing strife for the unconditional renewal ofGovernment of Hong Kong in its continuing strife for the unconditional renewal ofGovernment of Hong Kong in its continuing strife for the unconditional renewal ofGovernment of Hong Kong in its continuing strife for the unconditional renewal of

MFN status for China.MFN status for China.MFN status for China.MFN status for China.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion andMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion andMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion andMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion and

am opposed to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment motion.am opposed to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment motion.am opposed to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment motion.am opposed to Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment motion.

MR DAVID LI: Mr Deputy President, it is not Hong Kong's place to instruct the UnitedMR DAVID LI: Mr Deputy President, it is not Hong Kong's place to instruct the UnitedMR DAVID LI: Mr Deputy President, it is not Hong Kong's place to instruct the UnitedMR DAVID LI: Mr Deputy President, it is not Hong Kong's place to instruct the United

States as to what policies it should pursue.  However, when decisions made by theStates as to what policies it should pursue.  However, when decisions made by theStates as to what policies it should pursue.  However, when decisions made by theStates as to what policies it should pursue.  However, when decisions made by the

United States Government may affect our stability and our prosperity, it is both ourUnited States Government may affect our stability and our prosperity, it is both ourUnited States Government may affect our stability and our prosperity, it is both ourUnited States Government may affect our stability and our prosperity, it is both our

right and our responsibility to state our views clearly and emphatically.right and our responsibility to state our views clearly and emphatically.right and our responsibility to state our views clearly and emphatically.right and our responsibility to state our views clearly and emphatically.

AAAAs evident from the comments of many American citizens, businessmen ands evident from the comments of many American citizens, businessmen ands evident from the comments of many American citizens, businessmen ands evident from the comments of many American citizens, businessmen and

politicians, there exists considerable misinformation and misunderstanding in thepoliticians, there exists considerable misinformation and misunderstanding in thepoliticians, there exists considerable misinformation and misunderstanding in thepoliticians, there exists considerable misinformation and misunderstanding in the

United States about Hong Kong and China.  These misconceptions are extremelyUnited States about Hong Kong and China.  These misconceptions are extremelyUnited States about Hong Kong and China.  These misconceptions are extremelyUnited States about Hong Kong and China.  These misconceptions are extremely

dangerous, particularly when they begin to influence public policy.  Hong Kong mustdangerous, particularly when they begin to influence public policy.  Hong Kong mustdangerous, particularly when they begin to influence public policy.  Hong Kong mustdangerous, particularly when they begin to influence public policy.  Hong Kong must

work to set the record straight.work to set the record straight.work to set the record straight.work to set the record straight.

Since China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trading status became hostage to annualSince China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trading status became hostage to annualSince China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trading status became hostage to annualSince China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trading status became hostage to annual

debate in the late 1980s, many Hong Kong Government officials, business leaders anddebate in the late 1980s, many Hong Kong Government officials, business leaders anddebate in the late 1980s, many Hong Kong Government officials, business leaders anddebate in the late 1980s, many Hong Kong Government officials, business leaders and

Members of this Council -- myself included -- have made regular trips to the UnitedMembers of this Council -- myself included -- have made regular trips to the UnitedMembers of this Council -- myself included -- have made regular trips to the UnitedMembers of this Council -- myself included -- have made regular trips to the United

States to discuss this crucial issue with key American business executives andStates to discuss this crucial issue with key American business executives andStates to discuss this crucial issue with key American business executives andStates to discuss this crucial issue with key American business executives and

politicians.  MFN status for China has also been a top priority of the Hong Kongpoliticians.  MFN status for China has also been a top priority of the Hong Kongpoliticians.  MFN status for China has also been a top priority of the Hong Kongpoliticians.  MFN status for China has also been a top priority of the Hong Kong

Government's offices in the United States.Government's offices in the United States.Government's offices in the United States.Government's offices in the United States.

These efforts have been vital to increasing general awareness in the United StatesThese efforts have been vital to increasing general awareness in the United StatesThese efforts have been vital to increasing general awareness in the United StatesThese efforts have been vital to increasing general awareness in the United States

of the full ramifications of this issue.  Withdrawal of MFN status for China wouldof the full ramifications of this issue.  Withdrawal of MFN status for China wouldof the full ramifications of this issue.  Withdrawal of MFN status for China wouldof the full ramifications of this issue.  Withdrawal of MFN status for China would

be a brutal assault on Hong Kong and its people. Economic growth would be cut by abe a brutal assault on Hong Kong and its people. Economic growth would be cut by abe a brutal assault on Hong Kong and its people. Economic growth would be cut by abe a brutal assault on Hong Kong and its people. Economic growth would be cut by a

third to a half, and tens of thousands of jobs would be lost.third to a half, and tens of thousands of jobs would be lost.third to a half, and tens of thousands of jobs would be lost.third to a half, and tens of thousands of jobs would be lost.

But MFN renewal remains a "political football" in the United States Congress.But MFN renewal remains a "political football" in the United States Congress.But MFN renewal remains a "political football" in the United States Congress.But MFN renewal remains a "political football" in the United States Congress.

As such, short-term domestic political gain takes precedence over whatever painAs such, short-term domestic political gain takes precedence over whatever painAs such, short-term domestic political gain takes precedence over whatever painAs such, short-term domestic political gain takes precedence over whatever pain

revoking MFN status for China would cause to Hong Kong and indeed to American businessrevoking MFN status for China would cause to Hong Kong and indeed to American businessrevoking MFN status for China would cause to Hong Kong and indeed to American businessrevoking MFN status for China would cause to Hong Kong and indeed to American business

in Hong Kong and China.in Hong Kong and China.in Hong Kong and China.in Hong Kong and China.

Hence, we must not relent in our campaign to expand American understanding ofHence, we must not relent in our campaign to expand American understanding ofHence, we must not relent in our campaign to expand American understanding ofHence, we must not relent in our campaign to expand American understanding of



the dynamics of Hong Kong, China, and trans-Pacific trade and investment.  We mustthe dynamics of Hong Kong, China, and trans-Pacific trade and investment.  We mustthe dynamics of Hong Kong, China, and trans-Pacific trade and investment.  We mustthe dynamics of Hong Kong, China, and trans-Pacific trade and investment.  We must

be even more aggressive.  We must enlist the active support of our friends in thebe even more aggressive.  We must enlist the active support of our friends in thebe even more aggressive.  We must enlist the active support of our friends in thebe even more aggressive.  We must enlist the active support of our friends in the

United States, as well as that of the British Government, in putting forward our case.United States, as well as that of the British Government, in putting forward our case.United States, as well as that of the British Government, in putting forward our case.United States, as well as that of the British Government, in putting forward our case.

This motion underscores the importance of MFN issue to Hong Kong. It is This motion underscores the importance of MFN issue to Hong Kong. It is This motion underscores the importance of MFN issue to Hong Kong. It is This motion underscores the importance of MFN issue to Hong Kong. It is imperativeimperativeimperativeimperative

that the Members of this Council take this opportunity to send a strong, unifiedthat the Members of this Council take this opportunity to send a strong, unifiedthat the Members of this Council take this opportunity to send a strong, unifiedthat the Members of this Council take this opportunity to send a strong, unified

message to Washington in support of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.message to Washington in support of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.message to Washington in support of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.message to Washington in support of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.

In the end, we must hope that our pleas do not fall on deaf or unwilling ears.In the end, we must hope that our pleas do not fall on deaf or unwilling ears.In the end, we must hope that our pleas do not fall on deaf or unwilling ears.In the end, we must hope that our pleas do not fall on deaf or unwilling ears.

From Hong Kong's perspective -- from any reasonable perspective -- it is difficultFrom Hong Kong's perspective -- from any reasonable perspective -- it is difficultFrom Hong Kong's perspective -- from any reasonable perspective -- it is difficultFrom Hong Kong's perspective -- from any reasonable perspective -- it is difficult

to comprehend what American Congress could possibly hope to achieve by turning itsto comprehend what American Congress could possibly hope to achieve by turning itsto comprehend what American Congress could possibly hope to achieve by turning itsto comprehend what American Congress could possibly hope to achieve by turning its

back on the spirit of goodwill and co-operation which currently exists between Chinaback on the spirit of goodwill and co-operation which currently exists between Chinaback on the spirit of goodwill and co-operation which currently exists between Chinaback on the spirit of goodwill and co-operation which currently exists between China

and the United States.and the United States.and the United States.and the United States.

Such harsh and unjustifiable behaviour would not become a nation which invariablySuch harsh and unjustifiable behaviour would not become a nation which invariablySuch harsh and unjustifiable behaviour would not become a nation which invariablySuch harsh and unjustifiable behaviour would not become a nation which invariably

stakes claim to the "moral high ground" on all issues.stakes claim to the "moral high ground" on all issues.stakes claim to the "moral high ground" on all issues.stakes claim to the "moral high ground" on all issues.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a bird that has been shot atMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a bird that has been shot atMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a bird that has been shot atMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a bird that has been shot at

with a bow and an arrow is for ever afraid of the twang of the bow.  If somebody should,with a bow and an arrow is for ever afraid of the twang of the bow.  If somebody should,with a bow and an arrow is for ever afraid of the twang of the bow.  If somebody should,with a bow and an arrow is for ever afraid of the twang of the bow.  If somebody should,

in describing the mental state of Hong Kong's business community with regard toin describing the mental state of Hong Kong's business community with regard toin describing the mental state of Hong Kong's business community with regard toin describing the mental state of Hong Kong's business community with regard to

China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status, compare it to that of the frightened bird,China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status, compare it to that of the frightened bird,China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status, compare it to that of the frightened bird,China's Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status, compare it to that of the frightened bird,

I believe that such a comparison would be the most apt.I believe that such a comparison would be the most apt.I believe that such a comparison would be the most apt.I believe that such a comparison would be the most apt.

In the past few years, particularly in 1989 and afterwards, the MFN issue wasIn the past few years, particularly in 1989 and afterwards, the MFN issue wasIn the past few years, particularly in 1989 and afterwards, the MFN issue wasIn the past few years, particularly in 1989 and afterwards, the MFN issue was

a source of great bitterness between China and the United States.  Hong Kong is caughta source of great bitterness between China and the United States.  Hong Kong is caughta source of great bitterness between China and the United States.  Hong Kong is caughta source of great bitterness between China and the United States.  Hong Kong is caught

in-between.  It is anxious, but there is nothing it can do.  Following thein-between.  It is anxious, but there is nothing it can do.  Following thein-between.  It is anxious, but there is nothing it can do.  Following thein-between.  It is anxious, but there is nothing it can do.  Following the

liberalization of Eastern Europe and the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Chinaliberalization of Eastern Europe and the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Chinaliberalization of Eastern Europe and the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Chinaliberalization of Eastern Europe and the disintegration of the Soviet Union, China

became the biggest target of a series of purposeful actions taken by the United States.became the biggest target of a series of purposeful actions taken by the United States.became the biggest target of a series of purposeful actions taken by the United States.became the biggest target of a series of purposeful actions taken by the United States.

Non-market economy countries (that is, communist countries) that traded with theNon-market economy countries (that is, communist countries) that traded with theNon-market economy countries (that is, communist countries) that traded with theNon-market economy countries (that is, communist countries) that traded with the

United States were required to satisfy the United States with the regard to humanUnited States were required to satisfy the United States with the regard to humanUnited States were required to satisfy the United States with the regard to humanUnited States were required to satisfy the United States with the regard to human

rights, exit freedom and so forth before the United States would extend MFN statusrights, exit freedom and so forth before the United States would extend MFN statusrights, exit freedom and so forth before the United States would extend MFN statusrights, exit freedom and so forth before the United States would extend MFN status

to them.  These requirements became fully evident during the past few months asto them.  These requirements became fully evident during the past few months asto them.  These requirements became fully evident during the past few months asto them.  These requirements became fully evident during the past few months as

several United States law makers introduced bills attaching conditions to the renewalseveral United States law makers introduced bills attaching conditions to the renewalseveral United States law makers introduced bills attaching conditions to the renewalseveral United States law makers introduced bills attaching conditions to the renewal

of MFN status for China.  They are the conditions described by Dr HUANG Chen-ya aof MFN status for China.  They are the conditions described by Dr HUANG Chen-ya aof MFN status for China.  They are the conditions described by Dr HUANG Chen-ya aof MFN status for China.  They are the conditions described by Dr HUANG Chen-ya a

moment ago.moment ago.moment ago.moment ago.



Unfortunately, Hong Kong can do practically nothing about whether or not China'sUnfortunately, Hong Kong can do practically nothing about whether or not China'sUnfortunately, Hong Kong can do practically nothing about whether or not China'sUnfortunately, Hong Kong can do practically nothing about whether or not China's

MFN status will be renewed each year, that is, nothing except sending representativesMFN status will be renewed each year, that is, nothing except sending representativesMFN status will be renewed each year, that is, nothing except sending representativesMFN status will be renewed each year, that is, nothing except sending representatives

to the United States and China to talk and persuade.  As everybody knows, Hong Kong'sto the United States and China to talk and persuade.  As everybody knows, Hong Kong'sto the United States and China to talk and persuade.  As everybody knows, Hong Kong'sto the United States and China to talk and persuade.  As everybody knows, Hong Kong's

economic growth is really powered by the sharp increases in its trade with China.economic growth is really powered by the sharp increases in its trade with China.economic growth is really powered by the sharp increases in its trade with China.economic growth is really powered by the sharp increases in its trade with China.

Therefore, China's trading prospects have an enormous impact on Hong Kong's industryTherefore, China's trading prospects have an enormous impact on Hong Kong's industryTherefore, China's trading prospects have an enormous impact on Hong Kong's industryTherefore, China's trading prospects have an enormous impact on Hong Kong's industry

and commerce and also on Hong Kong's employment situation and living standards.and commerce and also on Hong Kong's employment situation and living standards.and commerce and also on Hong Kong's employment situation and living standards.and commerce and also on Hong Kong's employment situation and living standards.

Precisely for this reason, over the MFN issue, the interests of China and Hong KongPrecisely for this reason, over the MFN issue, the interests of China and Hong KongPrecisely for this reason, over the MFN issue, the interests of China and Hong KongPrecisely for this reason, over the MFN issue, the interests of China and Hong Kong

are identical.  If China's MFN status is renewed, Hong Kong can expect to prosper.are identical.  If China's MFN status is renewed, Hong Kong can expect to prosper.are identical.  If China's MFN status is renewed, Hong Kong can expect to prosper.are identical.  If China's MFN status is renewed, Hong Kong can expect to prosper.

If China should lose its MFN status, many factories and companies would fail in HongIf China should lose its MFN status, many factories and companies would fail in HongIf China should lose its MFN status, many factories and companies would fail in HongIf China should lose its MFN status, many factories and companies would fail in Hong

Kong.  Unemployment would become widespread in many trades.  Wages and livingKong.  Unemployment would become widespread in many trades.  Wages and livingKong.  Unemployment would become widespread in many trades.  Wages and livingKong.  Unemployment would become widespread in many trades.  Wages and living

standards would immediately suffer.  Hong Kong's trade loss, as was described earlier,standards would immediately suffer.  Hong Kong's trade loss, as was described earlier,standards would immediately suffer.  Hong Kong's trade loss, as was described earlier,standards would immediately suffer.  Hong Kong's trade loss, as was described earlier,

would amount to between $12 billion and $16 billion a year.  About 60 000 jobs wouldwould amount to between $12 billion and $16 billion a year.  About 60 000 jobs wouldwould amount to between $12 billion and $16 billion a year.  About 60 000 jobs wouldwould amount to between $12 billion and $16 billion a year.  About 60 000 jobs would

be lost.  All of this is true.  What greatly puzzles me is why Dr HUANG Chen-ya saidbe lost.  All of this is true.  What greatly puzzles me is why Dr HUANG Chen-ya saidbe lost.  All of this is true.  What greatly puzzles me is why Dr HUANG Chen-ya saidbe lost.  All of this is true.  What greatly puzzles me is why Dr HUANG Chen-ya said

that everybody, specifically everybody in the business community, wanted money, money,that everybody, specifically everybody in the business community, wanted money, money,that everybody, specifically everybody in the business community, wanted money, money,that everybody, specifically everybody in the business community, wanted money, money,

money..... and that this was why everybody wanted the United States to renew China'smoney..... and that this was why everybody wanted the United States to renew China'smoney..... and that this was why everybody wanted the United States to renew China'smoney..... and that this was why everybody wanted the United States to renew China's

MFN status.  Can he not see the facts?  Does he not know?  He is indeed very ignorant!MFN status.  Can he not see the facts?  Does he not know?  He is indeed very ignorant!MFN status.  Can he not see the facts?  Does he not know?  He is indeed very ignorant!MFN status.  Can he not see the facts?  Does he not know?  He is indeed very ignorant!

A moment ago, I heard Dr HUANG Chen-ya's impassioned speech which was forcefullyA moment ago, I heard Dr HUANG Chen-ya's impassioned speech which was forcefullyA moment ago, I heard Dr HUANG Chen-ya's impassioned speech which was forcefullyA moment ago, I heard Dr HUANG Chen-ya's impassioned speech which was forcefully

worded and emotion-charged.  So I have to change my prepared speech a little bit.worded and emotion-charged.  So I have to change my prepared speech a little bit.worded and emotion-charged.  So I have to change my prepared speech a little bit.worded and emotion-charged.  So I have to change my prepared speech a little bit.

Mr Deputy PresiMr Deputy PresiMr Deputy PresiMr Deputy President, the MFN issue is not simply a trade issue between China anddent, the MFN issue is not simply a trade issue between China anddent, the MFN issue is not simply a trade issue between China anddent, the MFN issue is not simply a trade issue between China and

the United States.  It is also a serious political issue, before which we feel sothe United States.  It is also a serious political issue, before which we feel sothe United States.  It is also a serious political issue, before which we feel sothe United States.  It is also a serious political issue, before which we feel so

helpless.  But what makes us feel angry is that whether China should be accorded MFNhelpless.  But what makes us feel angry is that whether China should be accorded MFNhelpless.  But what makes us feel angry is that whether China should be accorded MFNhelpless.  But what makes us feel angry is that whether China should be accorded MFN

status or not has become a political issue in Hong Kong as well.  Some people arestatus or not has become a political issue in Hong Kong as well.  Some people arestatus or not has become a political issue in Hong Kong as well.  Some people arestatus or not has become a political issue in Hong Kong as well.  Some people are

using it as a weapon in blindly opposing China.  These self-styled representativesusing it as a weapon in blindly opposing China.  These self-styled representativesusing it as a weapon in blindly opposing China.  These self-styled representativesusing it as a weapon in blindly opposing China.  These self-styled representatives

of the people disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregardof the people disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregardof the people disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregardof the people disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregard

the people's living standards.  They think that the United States should notthe people's living standards.  They think that the United States should notthe people's living standards.  They think that the United States should notthe people's living standards.  They think that the United States should not

unconditionally renew China's MFN status.  They are opposed to the proposal of theunconditionally renew China's MFN status.  They are opposed to the proposal of theunconditionally renew China's MFN status.  They are opposed to the proposal of theunconditionally renew China's MFN status.  They are opposed to the proposal of the

OMELCO Industry and Trade Panel to write to United States legislators, urgingOMELCO Industry and Trade Panel to write to United States legislators, urgingOMELCO Industry and Trade Panel to write to United States legislators, urgingOMELCO Industry and Trade Panel to write to United States legislators, urging

unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of elucidation, Mr Deputy President.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you prepared to give way, Mr NGAI?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you prepared to give way, Mr NGAI?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you prepared to give way, Mr NGAI?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you prepared to give way, Mr NGAI?



MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask Mr NGAIDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask Mr NGAIDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask Mr NGAIDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask Mr NGAI

Shiu-kit to explain who resist and oppose China.  Can he produce evidence?  This isShiu-kit to explain who resist and oppose China.  Can he produce evidence?  This isShiu-kit to explain who resist and oppose China.  Can he produce evidence?  This isShiu-kit to explain who resist and oppose China.  Can he produce evidence?  This is

something he said a moment ago.something he said a moment ago.something he said a moment ago.something he said a moment ago.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I listened to your speech a moment ago.  So I haveMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I listened to your speech a moment ago.  So I haveMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I listened to your speech a moment ago.  So I haveMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I listened to your speech a moment ago.  So I have

a right to respond, whether you accept it or not.  I welcome challenges from all.a right to respond, whether you accept it or not.  I welcome challenges from all.a right to respond, whether you accept it or not.  I welcome challenges from all.a right to respond, whether you accept it or not.  I welcome challenges from all.

Actually, when I referred to "some people," the term might include you or it mightActually, when I referred to "some people," the term might include you or it mightActually, when I referred to "some people," the term might include you or it mightActually, when I referred to "some people," the term might include you or it might

not.not.not.not.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, may I request you to address your remarks to the Chair,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, may I request you to address your remarks to the Chair,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, may I request you to address your remarks to the Chair,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, may I request you to address your remarks to the Chair,

not to individual Members.not to individual Members.not to individual Members.not to individual Members.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President, I am sorry.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President, I am sorry.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President, I am sorry.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, Mr Deputy President, I am sorry.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): What makes one feel angry is that, while China shouldMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): What makes one feel angry is that, while China shouldMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): What makes one feel angry is that, while China shouldMR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): What makes one feel angry is that, while China should

be accorded MFN status, this matter has been turned into a political issue in Hongbe accorded MFN status, this matter has been turned into a political issue in Hongbe accorded MFN status, this matter has been turned into a political issue in Hongbe accorded MFN status, this matter has been turned into a political issue in Hong

Kong and is being exploited by some people.  It may be you.  Yes, it may be you!  TheseKong and is being exploited by some people.  It may be you.  Yes, it may be you!  TheseKong and is being exploited by some people.  It may be you.  Yes, it may be you!  TheseKong and is being exploited by some people.  It may be you.  Yes, it may be you!  These

self-styled representatives of the people -- (not necessarily you, so do not argue)self-styled representatives of the people -- (not necessarily you, so do not argue)self-styled representatives of the people -- (not necessarily you, so do not argue)self-styled representatives of the people -- (not necessarily you, so do not argue)

-- disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregard the-- disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregard the-- disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregard the-- disregard the overall economic interests of Hong Kong.  They disregard the

people's living standards.  As I was saying, the OMELCO Industry and Trade Panelpeople's living standards.  As I was saying, the OMELCO Industry and Trade Panelpeople's living standards.  As I was saying, the OMELCO Industry and Trade Panelpeople's living standards.  As I was saying, the OMELCO Industry and Trade Panel

proposed writing to United States  legislators, urging unconditional renewal of MFNproposed writing to United States  legislators, urging unconditional renewal of MFNproposed writing to United States  legislators, urging unconditional renewal of MFNproposed writing to United States  legislators, urging unconditional renewal of MFN

status for China.  Why renew?  We all know the answer.  Is this rational behaviour?status for China.  Why renew?  We all know the answer.  Is this rational behaviour?status for China.  Why renew?  We all know the answer.  Is this rational behaviour?status for China.  Why renew?  We all know the answer.  Is this rational behaviour?

Is it based on consideration of the interests of Hong Kong?  Is it responsibilityIs it based on consideration of the interests of Hong Kong?  Is it responsibilityIs it based on consideration of the interests of Hong Kong?  Is it responsibilityIs it based on consideration of the interests of Hong Kong?  Is it responsibility

to the people?  Let us now go back to the motion for amendment moved by Dr HUANG Chen-yato the people?  Let us now go back to the motion for amendment moved by Dr HUANG Chen-yato the people?  Let us now go back to the motion for amendment moved by Dr HUANG Chen-yato the people?  Let us now go back to the motion for amendment moved by Dr HUANG Chen-ya

-- (now I am referring to you) -- the economic affairs spokesman of the United-- (now I am referring to you) -- the economic affairs spokesman of the United-- (now I am referring to you) -- the economic affairs spokesman of the United-- (now I am referring to you) -- the economic affairs spokesman of the United

Democrats of Hong Kong.  He said earlier on, "Renewal of MFN status for China by theDemocrats of Hong Kong.  He said earlier on, "Renewal of MFN status for China by theDemocrats of Hong Kong.  He said earlier on, "Renewal of MFN status for China by theDemocrats of Hong Kong.  He said earlier on, "Renewal of MFN status for China by the

United States is very important for the economic development of China and HongUnited States is very important for the economic development of China and HongUnited States is very important for the economic development of China and HongUnited States is very important for the economic development of China and Hong

Kong..... It has importance for Hong Kong's economy." But then, later, he talked aboutKong..... It has importance for Hong Kong's economy." But then, later, he talked aboutKong..... It has importance for Hong Kong's economy." But then, later, he talked aboutKong..... It has importance for Hong Kong's economy." But then, later, he talked about

the need to attach a human rights condition.  In other words, he wished conditionalthe need to attach a human rights condition.  In other words, he wished conditionalthe need to attach a human rights condition.  In other words, he wished conditionalthe need to attach a human rights condition.  In other words, he wished conditional

renewal of MFN status for China.  Suddenly, all the importance was gone, and all therenewal of MFN status for China.  Suddenly, all the importance was gone, and all therenewal of MFN status for China.  Suddenly, all the importance was gone, and all therenewal of MFN status for China.  Suddenly, all the importance was gone, and all the



blows to Hong Kong people's living standards became unimportant.  How inconsistent,blows to Hong Kong people's living standards became unimportant.  How inconsistent,blows to Hong Kong people's living standards became unimportant.  How inconsistent,blows to Hong Kong people's living standards became unimportant.  How inconsistent,

how strange!  However, listeners, please do not be surprised.  Some people -- (again,how strange!  However, listeners, please do not be surprised.  Some people -- (again,how strange!  However, listeners, please do not be surprised.  Some people -- (again,how strange!  However, listeners, please do not be surprised.  Some people -- (again,

not necessarily you) -- those self-styled representatives of the people -- (do younot necessarily you) -- those self-styled representatives of the people -- (do younot necessarily you) -- those self-styled representatives of the people -- (do younot necessarily you) -- those self-styled representatives of the people -- (do you

admit that you are one?) -- always put their personal political interests above alladmit that you are one?) -- always put their personal political interests above alladmit that you are one?) -- always put their personal political interests above alladmit that you are one?) -- always put their personal political interests above all

else and never give a thought to whether this might affect the important interestselse and never give a thought to whether this might affect the important interestselse and never give a thought to whether this might affect the important interestselse and never give a thought to whether this might affect the important interests

of the people of Hong Kong.  All they want to do is to say: Human rights and democracy.of the people of Hong Kong.  All they want to do is to say: Human rights and democracy.of the people of Hong Kong.  All they want to do is to say: Human rights and democracy.of the people of Hong Kong.  All they want to do is to say: Human rights and democracy.

Nothing else, not even life or death matters.  If one understands this, one will notNothing else, not even life or death matters.  If one understands this, one will notNothing else, not even life or death matters.  If one understands this, one will notNothing else, not even life or death matters.  If one understands this, one will not

feel surprised.feel surprised.feel surprised.feel surprised.

Mr Deputy President, now, to those people, I would like to make aMr Deputy President, now, to those people, I would like to make aMr Deputy President, now, to those people, I would like to make aMr Deputy President, now, to those people, I would like to make a very sincere, very sincere, very sincere, very sincere,

a very sincere appeal.  I call on them to open their minds, to open their closed mindsa very sincere appeal.  I call on them to open their minds, to open their closed mindsa very sincere appeal.  I call on them to open their minds, to open their closed mindsa very sincere appeal.  I call on them to open their minds, to open their closed minds

about China, to take an objective point of view, to acquire an in-depth understandingabout China, to take an objective point of view, to acquire an in-depth understandingabout China, to take an objective point of view, to acquire an in-depth understandingabout China, to take an objective point of view, to acquire an in-depth understanding

of China's economic reform, to feel the hopes that the people of all stations of lifeof China's economic reform, to feel the hopes that the people of all stations of lifeof China's economic reform, to feel the hopes that the people of all stations of lifeof China's economic reform, to feel the hopes that the people of all stations of life

in China have about reform and liberalization, to feel their enthusiasm as they pursuein China have about reform and liberalization, to feel their enthusiasm as they pursuein China have about reform and liberalization, to feel their enthusiasm as they pursuein China have about reform and liberalization, to feel their enthusiasm as they pursue

a better economy and better living standards and to feel the strength of their yearninga better economy and better living standards and to feel the strength of their yearninga better economy and better living standards and to feel the strength of their yearninga better economy and better living standards and to feel the strength of their yearning

for a rich and strong country.  We must know that, if China should fail to winfor a rich and strong country.  We must know that, if China should fail to winfor a rich and strong country.  We must know that, if China should fail to winfor a rich and strong country.  We must know that, if China should fail to win

unconditional renewal of MFN status, its reform and liberalization would be set backunconditional renewal of MFN status, its reform and liberalization would be set backunconditional renewal of MFN status, its reform and liberalization would be set backunconditional renewal of MFN status, its reform and liberalization would be set back

and Hong Kong's economic development would be affected, and the victims would be theand Hong Kong's economic development would be affected, and the victims would be theand Hong Kong's economic development would be affected, and the victims would be theand Hong Kong's economic development would be affected, and the victims would be the

1.1 billion people of China and the more than five million people of Hong Kong.  About1.1 billion people of China and the more than five million people of Hong Kong.  About1.1 billion people of China and the more than five million people of Hong Kong.  About1.1 billion people of China and the more than five million people of Hong Kong.  About

those politicians who wish conditional renewal by the United States of MFN statusthose politicians who wish conditional renewal by the United States of MFN statusthose politicians who wish conditional renewal by the United States of MFN statusthose politicians who wish conditional renewal by the United States of MFN status

for China, is it not true that they, in disregard of the interests of so many, arefor China, is it not true that they, in disregard of the interests of so many, arefor China, is it not true that they, in disregard of the interests of so many, arefor China, is it not true that they, in disregard of the interests of so many, are

indulging blindly in political games even as they accuse others of doing so?indulging blindly in political games even as they accuse others of doing so?indulging blindly in political games even as they accuse others of doing so?indulging blindly in political games even as they accuse others of doing so?

Those with a conscience will certainly choose to regard the safeguarding of theThose with a conscience will certainly choose to regard the safeguarding of theThose with a conscience will certainly choose to regard the safeguarding of theThose with a conscience will certainly choose to regard the safeguarding of the

living standards of millions of people as the most important objective.living standards of millions of people as the most important objective.living standards of millions of people as the most important objective.living standards of millions of people as the most important objective.

Finally, I would like to point out that China is making an effort to improve itsFinally, I would like to point out that China is making an effort to improve itsFinally, I would like to point out that China is making an effort to improve itsFinally, I would like to point out that China is making an effort to improve its

trading environment and to join the GATT.  Its success will be of great help to thetrading environment and to join the GATT.  Its success will be of great help to thetrading environment and to join the GATT.  Its success will be of great help to thetrading environment and to join the GATT.  Its success will be of great help to the

annual resolution of the problem of MFN status renewal.  After China joins the GATT,annual resolution of the problem of MFN status renewal.  After China joins the GATT,annual resolution of the problem of MFN status renewal.  After China joins the GATT,annual resolution of the problem of MFN status renewal.  After China joins the GATT,

unless the United States President initiates otherwise, it will enjoy a status similarunless the United States President initiates otherwise, it will enjoy a status similarunless the United States President initiates otherwise, it will enjoy a status similarunless the United States President initiates otherwise, it will enjoy a status similar

to the MFN status, that is, the status of "a nation not discriminated against," asto the MFN status, that is, the status of "a nation not discriminated against," asto the MFN status, that is, the status of "a nation not discriminated against," asto the MFN status, that is, the status of "a nation not discriminated against," as

Mr Vincent CHENG has put it.  In this way, the problems caused by the annual renewalMr Vincent CHENG has put it.  In this way, the problems caused by the annual renewalMr Vincent CHENG has put it.  In this way, the problems caused by the annual renewalMr Vincent CHENG has put it.  In this way, the problems caused by the annual renewal

of MFN status, which threaten the interests of Hong Kong's business community andof MFN status, which threaten the interests of Hong Kong's business community andof MFN status, which threaten the interests of Hong Kong's business community andof MFN status, which threaten the interests of Hong Kong's business community and

make the economic future uncertain, will greatly diminish.  The investmentmake the economic future uncertain, will greatly diminish.  The investmentmake the economic future uncertain, will greatly diminish.  The investmentmake the economic future uncertain, will greatly diminish.  The investment

environment will be greatly improved in China and Hong Kong.  Our economic prosperityenvironment will be greatly improved in China and Hong Kong.  Our economic prosperityenvironment will be greatly improved in China and Hong Kong.  Our economic prosperityenvironment will be greatly improved in China and Hong Kong.  Our economic prosperity

and our people's high employment rate will continue.  Therefore, I should supportand our people's high employment rate will continue.  Therefore, I should supportand our people's high employment rate will continue.  Therefore, I should supportand our people's high employment rate will continue.  Therefore, I should support

most strongly China's winning unconditional renewal of MFN status and joining themost strongly China's winning unconditional renewal of MFN status and joining themost strongly China's winning unconditional renewal of MFN status and joining themost strongly China's winning unconditional renewal of MFN status and joining the

GATT.  Help others; help yourself.  Why not?  Also, Mr Deputy President, Dr HUANGGATT.  Help others; help yourself.  Why not?  Also, Mr Deputy President, Dr HUANGGATT.  Help others; help yourself.  Why not?  Also, Mr Deputy President, Dr HUANGGATT.  Help others; help yourself.  Why not?  Also, Mr Deputy President, Dr HUANG



Chen-ya said that the business community would disregard human rights and freedomChen-ya said that the business community would disregard human rights and freedomChen-ya said that the business community would disregard human rights and freedomChen-ya said that the business community would disregard human rights and freedom

for the sake of money.  (You said that, can you deny it?)for the sake of money.  (You said that, can you deny it?)for the sake of money.  (You said that, can you deny it?)for the sake of money.  (You said that, can you deny it?)

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: A point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I never made that statement as alleged by Mr NGAI.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I never made that statement as alleged by Mr NGAI.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I never made that statement as alleged by Mr NGAI.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I never made that statement as alleged by Mr NGAI.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: You did say so.  You can go ahead to challenge me.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: You did say so.  You can go ahead to challenge me.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: You did say so.  You can go ahead to challenge me.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: You did say so.  You can go ahead to challenge me.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please, gentlemen, no cross-talk.  At this point, Dr HUANG, youDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please, gentlemen, no cross-talk.  At this point, Dr HUANG, youDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please, gentlemen, no cross-talk.  At this point, Dr HUANG, youDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please, gentlemen, no cross-talk.  At this point, Dr HUANG, you

can only make a point of elucidation if you want Mr NGAI to explain something he hascan only make a point of elucidation if you want Mr NGAI to explain something he hascan only make a point of elucidation if you want Mr NGAI to explain something he hascan only make a point of elucidation if you want Mr NGAI to explain something he has

said.  Later, if you wish, Dr HUANG, with my leave, you can make a clarification.said.  Later, if you wish, Dr HUANG, with my leave, you can make a clarification.said.  Later, if you wish, Dr HUANG, with my leave, you can make a clarification.said.  Later, if you wish, Dr HUANG, with my leave, you can make a clarification.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I am much obliged, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I am much obliged, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I am much obliged, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: I am much obliged, Mr Deputy President.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I have written it all down.  Nothing is omitted.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I have written it all down.  Nothing is omitted.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I have written it all down.  Nothing is omitted.MR NGAI SHIU-KIT (in Cantonese): I have written it all down.  Nothing is omitted.

"For the sake of money; nothing else matters, including human rights and freedom,"For the sake of money; nothing else matters, including human rights and freedom,"For the sake of money; nothing else matters, including human rights and freedom,"For the sake of money; nothing else matters, including human rights and freedom,

of course."  About people's right to make a living and to find employment, is that,of course."  About people's right to make a living and to find employment, is that,of course."  About people's right to make a living and to find employment, is that,of course."  About people's right to make a living and to find employment, is that,

too, for the sake of money?  I am afraid that it is for the sake of survival.  I thinktoo, for the sake of money?  I am afraid that it is for the sake of survival.  I thinktoo, for the sake of money?  I am afraid that it is for the sake of survival.  I thinktoo, for the sake of money?  I am afraid that it is for the sake of survival.  I think

the assertion about money is a hypocritical assertion serving an ulterior politicalthe assertion about money is a hypocritical assertion serving an ulterior politicalthe assertion about money is a hypocritical assertion serving an ulterior politicalthe assertion about money is a hypocritical assertion serving an ulterior political

purpose.  How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!purpose.  How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!purpose.  How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!purpose.  How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, you are not to impute the motive to another Member.  ThatDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, you are not to impute the motive to another Member.  ThatDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, you are not to impute the motive to another Member.  ThatDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr NGAI, you are not to impute the motive to another Member.  That

is very important.is very important.is very important.is very important.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Mr Deputy President, I was just responding to Dr HUANG's actualMR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Mr Deputy President, I was just responding to Dr HUANG's actualMR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Mr Deputy President, I was just responding to Dr HUANG's actualMR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Mr Deputy President, I was just responding to Dr HUANG's actual

words which I had taken down.words which I had taken down.words which I had taken down.words which I had taken down.



DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You can respond, Mr NGAI, but you must not impute the motive toDEPUTY PRESIDENT: You can respond, Mr NGAI, but you must not impute the motive toDEPUTY PRESIDENT: You can respond, Mr NGAI, but you must not impute the motive toDEPUTY PRESIDENT: You can respond, Mr NGAI, but you must not impute the motive to

another Member.  I hope you will observe that ruling.another Member.  I hope you will observe that ruling.another Member.  I hope you will observe that ruling.another Member.  I hope you will observe that ruling.

MR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, I will.  Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. (in Cantonese) IMR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, I will.  Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. (in Cantonese) IMR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, I will.  Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. (in Cantonese) IMR NGAI SHIU-KIT: Yes, I will.  Thank you, Mr. Deputy President. (in Cantonese) I

will conclude by saying, "How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!"will conclude by saying, "How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!"will conclude by saying, "How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!"will conclude by saying, "How sad indeed!  How sad indeed!"

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Dr HUANG, do you want to make a clarification?DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Dr HUANG, do you want to make a clarification?DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Dr HUANG, do you want to make a clarification?DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Dr HUANG, do you want to make a clarification?

DR HUANG CHEN-YA:Yes, Mr Deputy President, thank you. (in Cantonese): I did not makeDR HUANG CHEN-YA:Yes, Mr Deputy President, thank you. (in Cantonese): I did not makeDR HUANG CHEN-YA:Yes, Mr Deputy President, thank you. (in Cantonese): I did not makeDR HUANG CHEN-YA:Yes, Mr Deputy President, thank you. (in Cantonese): I did not make

specific reference to the business community when I argued that point.  I only saidspecific reference to the business community when I argued that point.  I only saidspecific reference to the business community when I argued that point.  I only saidspecific reference to the business community when I argued that point.  I only said

that if we pleaded with the United States for unconditional renewal of MFN, it wouldthat if we pleaded with the United States for unconditional renewal of MFN, it wouldthat if we pleaded with the United States for unconditional renewal of MFN, it wouldthat if we pleaded with the United States for unconditional renewal of MFN, it would

give the impression that Hong Kong people were disposed that way.  I did not mentiongive the impression that Hong Kong people were disposed that way.  I did not mentiongive the impression that Hong Kong people were disposed that way.  I did not mentiongive the impression that Hong Kong people were disposed that way.  I did not mention

the business community.  There was no word to that effect in my speech.  I hope Mrthe business community.  There was no word to that effect in my speech.  I hope Mrthe business community.  There was no word to that effect in my speech.  I hope Mrthe business community.  There was no word to that effect in my speech.  I hope Mr

NGAI Shiu-kit will note this.....NGAI Shiu-kit will note this.....NGAI Shiu-kit will note this.....NGAI Shiu-kit will note this.....

            

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please direct you comments to the Chair.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please direct you comments to the Chair.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please direct you comments to the Chair.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please direct you comments to the Chair.

MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): That is right.  The Deputy President wants you,MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): That is right.  The Deputy President wants you,MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): That is right.  The Deputy President wants you,MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): That is right.  The Deputy President wants you,

Dr HUANG Chen-ya, to address the Chair.Dr HUANG Chen-ya, to address the Chair.Dr HUANG Chen-ya, to address the Chair.Dr HUANG Chen-ya, to address the Chair.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you finished, Dr HUANG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you finished, Dr HUANG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you finished, Dr HUANG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you finished, Dr HUANG?

        

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Yes, I have finished, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Yes, I have finished, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Yes, I have finished, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Yes, I have finished, Mr Deputy President.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have finished.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have finished.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have finished.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have finished.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr CHIM, what is you point?DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr CHIM, what is you point?DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr CHIM, what is you point?DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr CHIM, what is you point?



MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): I was telling Dr HUANG Chen-ya that you, Mr DeputyMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): I was telling Dr HUANG Chen-ya that you, Mr DeputyMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): I was telling Dr HUANG Chen-ya that you, Mr DeputyMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): I was telling Dr HUANG Chen-ya that you, Mr Deputy

President, wanted him to address the Chair instead of talking to Mr NGAI Shiu-kit.President, wanted him to address the Chair instead of talking to Mr NGAI Shiu-kit.President, wanted him to address the Chair instead of talking to Mr NGAI Shiu-kit.President, wanted him to address the Chair instead of talking to Mr NGAI Shiu-kit.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr CHIM.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr CHIM.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr CHIM.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr CHIM.

MR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, for more than 10 years, HongMR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, for more than 10 years, HongMR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, for more than 10 years, HongMR TAM YIU-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, for more than 10 years, Hong

Kong's fast economic development has been closely linked to China's open-door policy.Kong's fast economic development has been closely linked to China's open-door policy.Kong's fast economic development has been closely linked to China's open-door policy.Kong's fast economic development has been closely linked to China's open-door policy.

Hong Kong manufacturers have been making full use of China's cheap labour and lowHong Kong manufacturers have been making full use of China's cheap labour and lowHong Kong manufacturers have been making full use of China's cheap labour and lowHong Kong manufacturers have been making full use of China's cheap labour and low

cost of land.  They have been moving labour-intensive production processes to China.cost of land.  They have been moving labour-intensive production processes to China.cost of land.  They have been moving labour-intensive production processes to China.cost of land.  They have been moving labour-intensive production processes to China.

This lowers costs and increases profit margins for them.  It has also triggered aThis lowers costs and increases profit margins for them.  It has also triggered aThis lowers costs and increases profit margins for them.  It has also triggered aThis lowers costs and increases profit margins for them.  It has also triggered a

structural change in Hong Kong's economy.  In the wake of the massive relocation ofstructural change in Hong Kong's economy.  In the wake of the massive relocation ofstructural change in Hong Kong's economy.  In the wake of the massive relocation ofstructural change in Hong Kong's economy.  In the wake of the massive relocation of

manufacturing processes across the border, Hong Kong's tertiary industry has grownmanufacturing processes across the border, Hong Kong's tertiary industry has grownmanufacturing processes across the border, Hong Kong's tertiary industry has grownmanufacturing processes across the border, Hong Kong's tertiary industry has grown

from strength to strength.  Hong Kong is gradually becoming a centre of servicefrom strength to strength.  Hong Kong is gradually becoming a centre of servicefrom strength to strength.  Hong Kong is gradually becoming a centre of servicefrom strength to strength.  Hong Kong is gradually becoming a centre of service

industry.  Hong Kong's economy has switched its orientation from exports to re-industry.  Hong Kong's economy has switched its orientation from exports to re-industry.  Hong Kong's economy has switched its orientation from exports to re-industry.  Hong Kong's economy has switched its orientation from exports to re-

exports.  At the same time, Hong Kong's strategic geographical position has made itexports.  At the same time, Hong Kong's strategic geographical position has made itexports.  At the same time, Hong Kong's strategic geographical position has made itexports.  At the same time, Hong Kong's strategic geographical position has made it

the stepping stone for foreign businessmen marching into the China market.  This hasthe stepping stone for foreign businessmen marching into the China market.  This hasthe stepping stone for foreign businessmen marching into the China market.  This hasthe stepping stone for foreign businessmen marching into the China market.  This has

brought more economic benefits for Hong Kong and increased the importance of itsbrought more economic benefits for Hong Kong and increased the importance of itsbrought more economic benefits for Hong Kong and increased the importance of itsbrought more economic benefits for Hong Kong and increased the importance of its

commercial position.  In short, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kongcommercial position.  In short, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kongcommercial position.  In short, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kongcommercial position.  In short, the economic relationship between China and Hong Kong

is now so strong that it cannot be severed.  They are like lips and teeth to eachis now so strong that it cannot be severed.  They are like lips and teeth to eachis now so strong that it cannot be severed.  They are like lips and teeth to eachis now so strong that it cannot be severed.  They are like lips and teeth to each

other.  A blow to one will bring catastrophic consequences for the other.  I thinkother.  A blow to one will bring catastrophic consequences for the other.  I thinkother.  A blow to one will bring catastrophic consequences for the other.  I thinkother.  A blow to one will bring catastrophic consequences for the other.  I think

"catastrophic" is the right word, not an exaggeration."catastrophic" is the right word, not an exaggeration."catastrophic" is the right word, not an exaggeration."catastrophic" is the right word, not an exaggeration.

In recent years, the question of whether the United StIn recent years, the question of whether the United StIn recent years, the question of whether the United StIn recent years, the question of whether the United States Government will renewates Government will renewates Government will renewates Government will renew

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China or not has cast a dark shadow over theMost Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China or not has cast a dark shadow over theMost Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China or not has cast a dark shadow over theMost Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China or not has cast a dark shadow over the

prospects of Hong Kong's economic development.  MFN status allows products made inprospects of Hong Kong's economic development.  MFN status allows products made inprospects of Hong Kong's economic development.  MFN status allows products made inprospects of Hong Kong's economic development.  MFN status allows products made in

China to enter the United States at a very low tariff rate.  This low-tariff benefitChina to enter the United States at a very low tariff rate.  This low-tariff benefitChina to enter the United States at a very low tariff rate.  This low-tariff benefitChina to enter the United States at a very low tariff rate.  This low-tariff benefit

is available also to Hong Kong products which are manufactured in China and bear theis available also to Hong Kong products which are manufactured in China and bear theis available also to Hong Kong products which are manufactured in China and bear theis available also to Hong Kong products which are manufactured in China and bear the

"made in China" label.  The United States is one of Hong Kong's most important trading"made in China" label.  The United States is one of Hong Kong's most important trading"made in China" label.  The United States is one of Hong Kong's most important trading"made in China" label.  The United States is one of Hong Kong's most important trading

partners for the re-export trade.  Should China lose its MFN status, the goodspartners for the re-export trade.  Should China lose its MFN status, the goodspartners for the re-export trade.  Should China lose its MFN status, the goodspartners for the re-export trade.  Should China lose its MFN status, the goods

re-exported by Hong Kong to the United States would be subject to a tariff rate severalre-exported by Hong Kong to the United States would be subject to a tariff rate severalre-exported by Hong Kong to the United States would be subject to a tariff rate severalre-exported by Hong Kong to the United States would be subject to a tariff rate several

times as high as it is now.  The impact on Hong Kong's industry and commerce wouldtimes as high as it is now.  The impact on Hong Kong's industry and commerce wouldtimes as high as it is now.  The impact on Hong Kong's industry and commerce wouldtimes as high as it is now.  The impact on Hong Kong's industry and commerce would

be enormous.be enormous.be enormous.be enormous.

According to studies made by relevant departments of According to studies made by relevant departments of According to studies made by relevant departments of According to studies made by relevant departments of the Government, if Chinathe Government, if Chinathe Government, if Chinathe Government, if China

should lose its MFN status in the coming year, Hong Kong's re-exports to the Unitedshould lose its MFN status in the coming year, Hong Kong's re-exports to the Unitedshould lose its MFN status in the coming year, Hong Kong's re-exports to the Unitedshould lose its MFN status in the coming year, Hong Kong's re-exports to the United



States would decline by between 35% and 47%, or between $36 billion and $49 billion.States would decline by between 35% and 47%, or between $36 billion and $49 billion.States would decline by between 35% and 47%, or between $36 billion and $49 billion.States would decline by between 35% and 47%, or between $36 billion and $49 billion.

Hong Kong's total trade volume would drop by between 6% and 8% or by between $91 billionHong Kong's total trade volume would drop by between 6% and 8% or by between $91 billionHong Kong's total trade volume would drop by between 6% and 8% or by between $91 billionHong Kong's total trade volume would drop by between 6% and 8% or by between $91 billion

and $123 billion.  More importantly, Hong Kong would lose between $12 billion andand $123 billion.  More importantly, Hong Kong would lose between $12 billion andand $123 billion.  More importantly, Hong Kong would lose between $12 billion andand $123 billion.  More importantly, Hong Kong would lose between $12 billion and

$16 billion in income, and at least between 44 000 and 60 000 people would lose their$16 billion in income, and at least between 44 000 and 60 000 people would lose their$16 billion in income, and at least between 44 000 and 60 000 people would lose their$16 billion in income, and at least between 44 000 and 60 000 people would lose their

jobs.  I think that this would not only be a heavy blow for Hong Kong's economy butjobs.  I think that this would not only be a heavy blow for Hong Kong's economy butjobs.  I think that this would not only be a heavy blow for Hong Kong's economy butjobs.  I think that this would not only be a heavy blow for Hong Kong's economy but

a disaster to Hong Kong's workers.  Hong Kong's present unemployment rate stands ata disaster to Hong Kong's workers.  Hong Kong's present unemployment rate stands ata disaster to Hong Kong's workers.  Hong Kong's present unemployment rate stands ata disaster to Hong Kong's workers.  Hong Kong's present unemployment rate stands at

2.5%; an estimated 70 300 people are without jobs.  This rate is the highest for the2.5%; an estimated 70 300 people are without jobs.  This rate is the highest for the2.5%; an estimated 70 300 people are without jobs.  This rate is the highest for the2.5%; an estimated 70 300 people are without jobs.  This rate is the highest for the

past six years.  If China should lose its MFN status, the unemployment rate wouldpast six years.  If China should lose its MFN status, the unemployment rate wouldpast six years.  If China should lose its MFN status, the unemployment rate wouldpast six years.  If China should lose its MFN status, the unemployment rate would

further rise by at least between 1.5% and 2%, to as high as between 4% and 4.5%.  Thisfurther rise by at least between 1.5% and 2%, to as high as between 4% and 4.5%.  Thisfurther rise by at least between 1.5% and 2%, to as high as between 4% and 4.5%.  Thisfurther rise by at least between 1.5% and 2%, to as high as between 4% and 4.5%.  This

is a cause for even greater concern.is a cause for even greater concern.is a cause for even greater concern.is a cause for even greater concern.

Given the close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong, we cannot butGiven the close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong, we cannot butGiven the close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong, we cannot butGiven the close economic relationship between China and Hong Kong, we cannot but

be concerned about whether or not MFN status will be renewed for China.  I think that,be concerned about whether or not MFN status will be renewed for China.  I think that,be concerned about whether or not MFN status will be renewed for China.  I think that,be concerned about whether or not MFN status will be renewed for China.  I think that,

for the sake of Hong Kong's prosperity and stability, the Government must do its bestfor the sake of Hong Kong's prosperity and stability, the Government must do its bestfor the sake of Hong Kong's prosperity and stability, the Government must do its bestfor the sake of Hong Kong's prosperity and stability, the Government must do its best

to lobby the United States authorities to renew MFN status for China.  If needs be,to lobby the United States authorities to renew MFN status for China.  If needs be,to lobby the United States authorities to renew MFN status for China.  If needs be,to lobby the United States authorities to renew MFN status for China.  If needs be,

the Government may wish to consider asking the British Government to provide greaterthe Government may wish to consider asking the British Government to provide greaterthe Government may wish to consider asking the British Government to provide greaterthe Government may wish to consider asking the British Government to provide greater

support in this matter.support in this matter.support in this matter.support in this matter.

Mr Deputy President, some people think that China must improve its human rightsMr Deputy President, some people think that China must improve its human rightsMr Deputy President, some people think that China must improve its human rightsMr Deputy President, some people think that China must improve its human rights

record to ensure its MFN status to be renewed by the United States.  In my opinion,record to ensure its MFN status to be renewed by the United States.  In my opinion,record to ensure its MFN status to be renewed by the United States.  In my opinion,record to ensure its MFN status to be renewed by the United States.  In my opinion,

however, a decision about MFN status is purely a trade decision based on mutualhowever, a decision about MFN status is purely a trade decision based on mutualhowever, a decision about MFN status is purely a trade decision based on mutualhowever, a decision about MFN status is purely a trade decision based on mutual

benefits and reciprocity and no strings in terms of other values and condition shouldbenefits and reciprocity and no strings in terms of other values and condition shouldbenefits and reciprocity and no strings in terms of other values and condition shouldbenefits and reciprocity and no strings in terms of other values and condition should

be attached.  In fact, China has extended MFN trading status to the United Statesbe attached.  In fact, China has extended MFN trading status to the United Statesbe attached.  In fact, China has extended MFN trading status to the United Statesbe attached.  In fact, China has extended MFN trading status to the United States

without attaching any political condition to it.  Besides, playing the MFN card towithout attaching any political condition to it.  Besides, playing the MFN card towithout attaching any political condition to it.  Besides, playing the MFN card towithout attaching any political condition to it.  Besides, playing the MFN card to

coerce China to improve its human rights record may bring very undesirablecoerce China to improve its human rights record may bring very undesirablecoerce China to improve its human rights record may bring very undesirablecoerce China to improve its human rights record may bring very undesirable

consequences.  While the term "human rights" has a very broad definition, nobody canconsequences.  While the term "human rights" has a very broad definition, nobody canconsequences.  While the term "human rights" has a very broad definition, nobody canconsequences.  While the term "human rights" has a very broad definition, nobody can

deny that one of men's basic rights is the right to work and earn a living.  Justdeny that one of men's basic rights is the right to work and earn a living.  Justdeny that one of men's basic rights is the right to work and earn a living.  Justdeny that one of men's basic rights is the right to work and earn a living.  Just

imagine, should China lose its MFN status, who would be the biggest victims?  In Hongimagine, should China lose its MFN status, who would be the biggest victims?  In Hongimagine, should China lose its MFN status, who would be the biggest victims?  In Hongimagine, should China lose its MFN status, who would be the biggest victims?  In Hong

Kong, tens of thousands would lose their jobs, with social stability undermined.  TheKong, tens of thousands would lose their jobs, with social stability undermined.  TheKong, tens of thousands would lose their jobs, with social stability undermined.  TheKong, tens of thousands would lose their jobs, with social stability undermined.  The

livelihood of the millions in China who now work for Hong Kong's manufacturers wouldlivelihood of the millions in China who now work for Hong Kong's manufacturers wouldlivelihood of the millions in China who now work for Hong Kong's manufacturers wouldlivelihood of the millions in China who now work for Hong Kong's manufacturers would

also be in trouble.  Is this a proper way to show one's respect for human rights inalso be in trouble.  Is this a proper way to show one's respect for human rights inalso be in trouble.  Is this a proper way to show one's respect for human rights inalso be in trouble.  Is this a proper way to show one's respect for human rights in

China and Hong Kong?  I hope that those self-styled human rights champions willChina and Hong Kong?  I hope that those self-styled human rights champions willChina and Hong Kong?  I hope that those self-styled human rights champions willChina and Hong Kong?  I hope that those self-styled human rights champions will

refrain from doing things that will damage the rights of other people.refrain from doing things that will damage the rights of other people.refrain from doing things that will damage the rights of other people.refrain from doing things that will damage the rights of other people.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion andMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion andMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion andMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion and

oppose the amendment motion which is not in line with the interests of the Hong Kongoppose the amendment motion which is not in line with the interests of the Hong Kongoppose the amendment motion which is not in line with the interests of the Hong Kongoppose the amendment motion which is not in line with the interests of the Hong Kong

people.people.people.people.



MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, let me say at the outset that I have nothingMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, let me say at the outset that I have nothingMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, let me say at the outset that I have nothingMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, let me say at the outset that I have nothing

to add to the argument in support of unconditional renewal of MFN.  The key pointsto add to the argument in support of unconditional renewal of MFN.  The key pointsto add to the argument in support of unconditional renewal of MFN.  The key pointsto add to the argument in support of unconditional renewal of MFN.  The key points

have been made repeatedly over the past two years and it is a pity that the issuehave been made repeatedly over the past two years and it is a pity that the issuehave been made repeatedly over the past two years and it is a pity that the issuehave been made repeatedly over the past two years and it is a pity that the issue

has now become politicized locally.has now become politicized locally.has now become politicized locally.has now become politicized locally.

However, the oneHowever, the oneHowever, the oneHowever, the one point I do wish to make is when we look at an issue such as this, point I do wish to make is when we look at an issue such as this, point I do wish to make is when we look at an issue such as this, point I do wish to make is when we look at an issue such as this,

it is important that we bear in mind the wider issues and by that I mean we must ensureit is important that we bear in mind the wider issues and by that I mean we must ensureit is important that we bear in mind the wider issues and by that I mean we must ensureit is important that we bear in mind the wider issues and by that I mean we must ensure

we do not damage our case with some ill thought out action in another area.  In thiswe do not damage our case with some ill thought out action in another area.  In thiswe do not damage our case with some ill thought out action in another area.  In thiswe do not damage our case with some ill thought out action in another area.  In this

instance we are seeking support and interest in Hong Kong by the United States.instance we are seeking support and interest in Hong Kong by the United States.instance we are seeking support and interest in Hong Kong by the United States.instance we are seeking support and interest in Hong Kong by the United States.

There is no doubt that this is already widespread and visits by Members of thisThere is no doubt that this is already widespread and visits by Members of thisThere is no doubt that this is already widespread and visits by Members of thisThere is no doubt that this is already widespread and visits by Members of this

Council to Washington have encouraged that interest.  But we must be carefulCouncil to Washington have encouraged that interest.  But we must be carefulCouncil to Washington have encouraged that interest.  But we must be carefulCouncil to Washington have encouraged that interest.  But we must be careful

nevertheless to avoid actions which could threaten our potential support innevertheless to avoid actions which could threaten our potential support innevertheless to avoid actions which could threaten our potential support innevertheless to avoid actions which could threaten our potential support in

Washington.Washington.Washington.Washington.

Let me give two examples:Let me give two examples:Let me give two examples:Let me give two examples:

Firstly, access to Hong Kong for professional people from overseas is tooFirstly, access to Hong Kong for professional people from overseas is tooFirstly, access to Hong Kong for professional people from overseas is tooFirstly, access to Hong Kong for professional people from overseas is too

restricted and, in particular, there is a perception in the United States that therestricted and, in particular, there is a perception in the United States that therestricted and, in particular, there is a perception in the United States that therestricted and, in particular, there is a perception in the United States that the

local legal profession maintains a closed shop and has prevented United States lawlocal legal profession maintains a closed shop and has prevented United States lawlocal legal profession maintains a closed shop and has prevented United States lawlocal legal profession maintains a closed shop and has prevented United States law

firms from taking on local lawyers to advise on local law.  This may seem a minorfirms from taking on local lawyers to advise on local law.  This may seem a minorfirms from taking on local lawyers to advise on local law.  This may seem a minorfirms from taking on local lawyers to advise on local law.  This may seem a minor

issue to some but let us not forget that it has been raised at a senior level by Unitedissue to some but let us not forget that it has been raised at a senior level by Unitedissue to some but let us not forget that it has been raised at a senior level by Unitedissue to some but let us not forget that it has been raised at a senior level by United

States trade negotiators and it is an irritant which should be avoided if we are toStates trade negotiators and it is an irritant which should be avoided if we are toStates trade negotiators and it is an irritant which should be avoided if we are toStates trade negotiators and it is an irritant which should be avoided if we are to

gain maximum United States support.gain maximum United States support.gain maximum United States support.gain maximum United States support.

Another example, which hopefully is now becoming a matter of history, has beenAnother example, which hopefully is now becoming a matter of history, has beenAnother example, which hopefully is now becoming a matter of history, has beenAnother example, which hopefully is now becoming a matter of history, has been

Hong Kong's handling of the Vietnamese boat people. Although this issue is headingHong Kong's handling of the Vietnamese boat people. Although this issue is headingHong Kong's handling of the Vietnamese boat people. Although this issue is headingHong Kong's handling of the Vietnamese boat people. Although this issue is heading

towards a solution, and I mention it now only by way of example, there are lessonstowards a solution, and I mention it now only by way of example, there are lessonstowards a solution, and I mention it now only by way of example, there are lessonstowards a solution, and I mention it now only by way of example, there are lessons

to be learnt, even though the United States attitude is changing.  The recent orderlyto be learnt, even though the United States attitude is changing.  The recent orderlyto be learnt, even though the United States attitude is changing.  The recent orderlyto be learnt, even though the United States attitude is changing.  The recent orderly

repatriation exercises have avoided repeating the fiasco of December 1989, which ledrepatriation exercises have avoided repeating the fiasco of December 1989, which ledrepatriation exercises have avoided repeating the fiasco of December 1989, which ledrepatriation exercises have avoided repeating the fiasco of December 1989, which led

to Hong Kong being so severely criticized in the United States. Furthermore, it mustto Hong Kong being so severely criticized in the United States. Furthermore, it mustto Hong Kong being so severely criticized in the United States. Furthermore, it mustto Hong Kong being so severely criticized in the United States. Furthermore, it must

be remembered that in the middle of 1991 when we were also pressing for MFN renewal,be remembered that in the middle of 1991 when we were also pressing for MFN renewal,be remembered that in the middle of 1991 when we were also pressing for MFN renewal,be remembered that in the middle of 1991 when we were also pressing for MFN renewal,

there were Members of this Council campaigning for an end to the policy of first asylum.there were Members of this Council campaigning for an end to the policy of first asylum.there were Members of this Council campaigning for an end to the policy of first asylum.there were Members of this Council campaigning for an end to the policy of first asylum.

What an appalling example of left and right hands going in different directions.What an appalling example of left and right hands going in different directions.What an appalling example of left and right hands going in different directions.What an appalling example of left and right hands going in different directions.

As I said, Mr Deputy President, I mention these examples only to illustrate thatAs I said, Mr Deputy President, I mention these examples only to illustrate thatAs I said, Mr Deputy President, I mention these examples only to illustrate thatAs I said, Mr Deputy President, I mention these examples only to illustrate that

we must look at all aspects of a relationship when we are seeking support on one element.we must look at all aspects of a relationship when we are seeking support on one element.we must look at all aspects of a relationship when we are seeking support on one element.we must look at all aspects of a relationship when we are seeking support on one element.

I hope this Council and the Administration will bear this point in mind, particularlyI hope this Council and the Administration will bear this point in mind, particularlyI hope this Council and the Administration will bear this point in mind, particularlyI hope this Council and the Administration will bear this point in mind, particularly



in conjunction with the overall theme of strengthening and promoting Hong Kong asin conjunction with the overall theme of strengthening and promoting Hong Kong asin conjunction with the overall theme of strengthening and promoting Hong Kong asin conjunction with the overall theme of strengthening and promoting Hong Kong as

an international city.an international city.an international city.an international city.

With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Vincent CHENG's originalVincent CHENG's originalVincent CHENG's originalVincent CHENG's original

motion.motion.motion.motion.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, there has been a mountain of informationMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, there has been a mountain of informationMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, there has been a mountain of informationMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, there has been a mountain of information

available to all of us during the last three years or so on the importance of continuedavailable to all of us during the last three years or so on the importance of continuedavailable to all of us during the last three years or so on the importance of continuedavailable to all of us during the last three years or so on the importance of continued

MFN tariff status for Chinese goods entering the United States.  We are quite clearMFN tariff status for Chinese goods entering the United States.  We are quite clearMFN tariff status for Chinese goods entering the United States.  We are quite clearMFN tariff status for Chinese goods entering the United States.  We are quite clear

about the devastating economic effect that denial of MFN access to the United Statesabout the devastating economic effect that denial of MFN access to the United Statesabout the devastating economic effect that denial of MFN access to the United Statesabout the devastating economic effect that denial of MFN access to the United States

will have on the Chinese economy.  Mr TAM Yiu-chung used the word "catastrophic".will have on the Chinese economy.  Mr TAM Yiu-chung used the word "catastrophic".will have on the Chinese economy.  Mr TAM Yiu-chung used the word "catastrophic".will have on the Chinese economy.  Mr TAM Yiu-chung used the word "catastrophic".

The difference between devastating and catastrophic is not great; so we agreed onThe difference between devastating and catastrophic is not great; so we agreed onThe difference between devastating and catastrophic is not great; so we agreed onThe difference between devastating and catastrophic is not great; so we agreed on

that.  Economic disaster for China would quickly be followed by political action andthat.  Economic disaster for China would quickly be followed by political action andthat.  Economic disaster for China would quickly be followed by political action andthat.  Economic disaster for China would quickly be followed by political action and

the inevitable result would be a long period of political distrust and disengagementthe inevitable result would be a long period of political distrust and disengagementthe inevitable result would be a long period of political distrust and disengagementthe inevitable result would be a long period of political distrust and disengagement

between China and the United States with, in all likelihood, serious repercussionsbetween China and the United States with, in all likelihood, serious repercussionsbetween China and the United States with, in all likelihood, serious repercussionsbetween China and the United States with, in all likelihood, serious repercussions

for Asia/Pacific development and co-operation.  Other speakers today have producedfor Asia/Pacific development and co-operation.  Other speakers today have producedfor Asia/Pacific development and co-operation.  Other speakers today have producedfor Asia/Pacific development and co-operation.  Other speakers today have produced

facts and figures which will substantiate my view that the loss of MFN in the Unitedfacts and figures which will substantiate my view that the loss of MFN in the Unitedfacts and figures which will substantiate my view that the loss of MFN in the Unitedfacts and figures which will substantiate my view that the loss of MFN in the United

States for Chinese goods would be an unmitigated disaster for China.States for Chinese goods would be an unmitigated disaster for China.States for Chinese goods would be an unmitigated disaster for China.States for Chinese goods would be an unmitigated disaster for China.

My colleagues on this Council have also set out the effect of Chinese loss ofMy colleagues on this Council have also set out the effect of Chinese loss ofMy colleagues on this Council have also set out the effect of Chinese loss ofMy colleagues on this Council have also set out the effect of Chinese loss of

United States MFN on Hong Kong.  There must be no misunderstanding on this score.United States MFN on Hong Kong.  There must be no misunderstanding on this score.United States MFN on Hong Kong.  There must be no misunderstanding on this score.United States MFN on Hong Kong.  There must be no misunderstanding on this score.

The effect on our economy will be very serious indeed.  That effect will apply veryThe effect on our economy will be very serious indeed.  That effect will apply veryThe effect on our economy will be very serious indeed.  That effect will apply veryThe effect on our economy will be very serious indeed.  That effect will apply very

quickly to re-exports to the United States, extensively to business in Hong Kong,quickly to re-exports to the United States, extensively to business in Hong Kong,quickly to re-exports to the United States, extensively to business in Hong Kong,quickly to re-exports to the United States, extensively to business in Hong Kong,

to jobs in Hong Kong and in the widest sense to investor confidence both in the shortto jobs in Hong Kong and in the widest sense to investor confidence both in the shortto jobs in Hong Kong and in the widest sense to investor confidence both in the shortto jobs in Hong Kong and in the widest sense to investor confidence both in the short

and longer term.  The economic adjustments in Hong Kong would be very painful indeed.and longer term.  The economic adjustments in Hong Kong would be very painful indeed.and longer term.  The economic adjustments in Hong Kong would be very painful indeed.and longer term.  The economic adjustments in Hong Kong would be very painful indeed.

We would not be able to turn to alternative methods of employment and creation ofWe would not be able to turn to alternative methods of employment and creation ofWe would not be able to turn to alternative methods of employment and creation ofWe would not be able to turn to alternative methods of employment and creation of

business.  The Government has produced estimates of short-term loss.  These arebusiness.  The Government has produced estimates of short-term loss.  These arebusiness.  The Government has produced estimates of short-term loss.  These arebusiness.  The Government has produced estimates of short-term loss.  These are

serious enough but they do not begin to tell the full picture.serious enough but they do not begin to tell the full picture.serious enough but they do not begin to tell the full picture.serious enough but they do not begin to tell the full picture.

The loss of MFN access to the UniteThe loss of MFN access to the UniteThe loss of MFN access to the UniteThe loss of MFN access to the United States for Chinese goods cannot be short-term.d States for Chinese goods cannot be short-term.d States for Chinese goods cannot be short-term.d States for Chinese goods cannot be short-term.

The United States system of trade regulation would ensure that any removal of MFNThe United States system of trade regulation would ensure that any removal of MFNThe United States system of trade regulation would ensure that any removal of MFNThe United States system of trade regulation would ensure that any removal of MFN

rights would be multi-year in nature.  The redirection of investor confidence in therights would be multi-year in nature.  The redirection of investor confidence in therights would be multi-year in nature.  The redirection of investor confidence in therights would be multi-year in nature.  The redirection of investor confidence in the

China/Hong Kong partnership could well result in extremely serious cross borderChina/Hong Kong partnership could well result in extremely serious cross borderChina/Hong Kong partnership could well result in extremely serious cross borderChina/Hong Kong partnership could well result in extremely serious cross border

losses and failures of commercial enterprises.losses and failures of commercial enterprises.losses and failures of commercial enterprises.losses and failures of commercial enterprises.

I am normally an optimist and especially so after being involved in one capacityI am normally an optimist and especially so after being involved in one capacityI am normally an optimist and especially so after being involved in one capacityI am normally an optimist and especially so after being involved in one capacity

or another in Hong Kong's economic development for several decades. We have alwaysor another in Hong Kong's economic development for several decades. We have alwaysor another in Hong Kong's economic development for several decades. We have alwaysor another in Hong Kong's economic development for several decades. We have always



found effective solutions to problems which initially seemed insurmountable.  Thefound effective solutions to problems which initially seemed insurmountable.  Thefound effective solutions to problems which initially seemed insurmountable.  Thefound effective solutions to problems which initially seemed insurmountable.  The

United States embargo on trade with China, the disastrous consequences of China'sUnited States embargo on trade with China, the disastrous consequences of China'sUnited States embargo on trade with China, the disastrous consequences of China'sUnited States embargo on trade with China, the disastrous consequences of China's

Great Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolution and its effects on Hong Kong were allGreat Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolution and its effects on Hong Kong were allGreat Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolution and its effects on Hong Kong were allGreat Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolution and its effects on Hong Kong were all

China related issues which posed great dangers for Hong Kong.  We survived them allChina related issues which posed great dangers for Hong Kong.  We survived them allChina related issues which posed great dangers for Hong Kong.  We survived them allChina related issues which posed great dangers for Hong Kong.  We survived them all

and went on to greater economic heights and prosperity.and went on to greater economic heights and prosperity.and went on to greater economic heights and prosperity.and went on to greater economic heights and prosperity.

I would rate the MFN issue as one of the greatest dangers to Hong Kong's economicI would rate the MFN issue as one of the greatest dangers to Hong Kong's economicI would rate the MFN issue as one of the greatest dangers to Hong Kong's economicI would rate the MFN issue as one of the greatest dangers to Hong Kong's economic

health and prospects that we have ever faced.  The solution is not in our hands norhealth and prospects that we have ever faced.  The solution is not in our hands norhealth and prospects that we have ever faced.  The solution is not in our hands norhealth and prospects that we have ever faced.  The solution is not in our hands nor

can we interfere in the political and economic affairs of the two sovereign statescan we interfere in the political and economic affairs of the two sovereign statescan we interfere in the political and economic affairs of the two sovereign statescan we interfere in the political and economic affairs of the two sovereign states

involved.  We can however exercise some influence on both of them since, for oneinvolved.  We can however exercise some influence on both of them since, for oneinvolved.  We can however exercise some influence on both of them since, for oneinvolved.  We can however exercise some influence on both of them since, for one

reason or another, both countries have an interest in our continued well-being.  Itreason or another, both countries have an interest in our continued well-being.  Itreason or another, both countries have an interest in our continued well-being.  Itreason or another, both countries have an interest in our continued well-being.  It

is of course for that reason that many Hong Kong missions have travelled to Beijingis of course for that reason that many Hong Kong missions have travelled to Beijingis of course for that reason that many Hong Kong missions have travelled to Beijingis of course for that reason that many Hong Kong missions have travelled to Beijing

and Washington to explain our deep concerns and our anxiety that China should continueand Washington to explain our deep concerns and our anxiety that China should continueand Washington to explain our deep concerns and our anxiety that China should continueand Washington to explain our deep concerns and our anxiety that China should continue

to enjoy MFN status from the United States.  I believe that our sustained efforts,to enjoy MFN status from the United States.  I believe that our sustained efforts,to enjoy MFN status from the United States.  I believe that our sustained efforts,to enjoy MFN status from the United States.  I believe that our sustained efforts,

supported by the entire Hong Kong community, have had a helpful influence, andsupported by the entire Hong Kong community, have had a helpful influence, andsupported by the entire Hong Kong community, have had a helpful influence, andsupported by the entire Hong Kong community, have had a helpful influence, and

certainly United States politicians have been good enough to say so.certainly United States politicians have been good enough to say so.certainly United States politicians have been good enough to say so.certainly United States politicians have been good enough to say so.

We must continue our efforts to assist China to retain MFN rights in the UniWe must continue our efforts to assist China to retain MFN rights in the UniWe must continue our efforts to assist China to retain MFN rights in the UniWe must continue our efforts to assist China to retain MFN rights in the Unitedtedtedted

States.  That policy is overwhelmingly in our own selfish interest.  I do not wantStates.  That policy is overwhelmingly in our own selfish interest.  I do not wantStates.  That policy is overwhelmingly in our own selfish interest.  I do not wantStates.  That policy is overwhelmingly in our own selfish interest.  I do not want

to see the issue being clouded in any way by extraneous qualifications and conditions.to see the issue being clouded in any way by extraneous qualifications and conditions.to see the issue being clouded in any way by extraneous qualifications and conditions.to see the issue being clouded in any way by extraneous qualifications and conditions.

United States Congressmen are perfectly entitled to seek to place conditions on anUnited States Congressmen are perfectly entitled to seek to place conditions on anUnited States Congressmen are perfectly entitled to seek to place conditions on anUnited States Congressmen are perfectly entitled to seek to place conditions on an

extension of MFN for China.  That is not a matter in which we can interfere.  However,extension of MFN for China.  That is not a matter in which we can interfere.  However,extension of MFN for China.  That is not a matter in which we can interfere.  However,extension of MFN for China.  That is not a matter in which we can interfere.  However,

I do not believe that we should in any way reduce the quality of our own representationsI do not believe that we should in any way reduce the quality of our own representationsI do not believe that we should in any way reduce the quality of our own representationsI do not believe that we should in any way reduce the quality of our own representations

to the United States by including reference to human rights in China.  To do so wouldto the United States by including reference to human rights in China.  To do so wouldto the United States by including reference to human rights in China.  To do so wouldto the United States by including reference to human rights in China.  To do so would

be to politicize and thus change the nature of our endeavour which is essentiallybe to politicize and thus change the nature of our endeavour which is essentiallybe to politicize and thus change the nature of our endeavour which is essentiallybe to politicize and thus change the nature of our endeavour which is essentially

economic in character.economic in character.economic in character.economic in character.

I am not sure frankly why this debate was thought to be necessary. Hong Kong hasI am not sure frankly why this debate was thought to be necessary. Hong Kong hasI am not sure frankly why this debate was thought to be necessary. Hong Kong hasI am not sure frankly why this debate was thought to be necessary. Hong Kong has

made tremendous efforts to protect our essential interests in this complicated matter.made tremendous efforts to protect our essential interests in this complicated matter.made tremendous efforts to protect our essential interests in this complicated matter.made tremendous efforts to protect our essential interests in this complicated matter.

There was no need in my view to debate an issue on which we are all 100% agreed yetThere was no need in my view to debate an issue on which we are all 100% agreed yetThere was no need in my view to debate an issue on which we are all 100% agreed yetThere was no need in my view to debate an issue on which we are all 100% agreed yet

which invites contentious discussion. Whatever the motives of the CRC in setting thiswhich invites contentious discussion. Whatever the motives of the CRC in setting thiswhich invites contentious discussion. Whatever the motives of the CRC in setting thiswhich invites contentious discussion. Whatever the motives of the CRC in setting this

debate in motion, the UDHK in my view should not have sought to attach reference todebate in motion, the UDHK in my view should not have sought to attach reference todebate in motion, the UDHK in my view should not have sought to attach reference todebate in motion, the UDHK in my view should not have sought to attach reference to

human rights in China.  I am sorry that they have done so.  We all want to see humanhuman rights in China.  I am sorry that they have done so.  We all want to see humanhuman rights in China.  I am sorry that they have done so.  We all want to see humanhuman rights in China.  I am sorry that they have done so.  We all want to see human

rights in China improved but this is not the lever to use.rights in China improved but this is not the lever to use.rights in China improved but this is not the lever to use.rights in China improved but this is not the lever to use.

We cannot take any action that will hurt and seriously hurt the people of China.We cannot take any action that will hurt and seriously hurt the people of China.We cannot take any action that will hurt and seriously hurt the people of China.We cannot take any action that will hurt and seriously hurt the people of China.

Our message to the United States on this matter must be unequivocal.  We support andOur message to the United States on this matter must be unequivocal.  We support andOur message to the United States on this matter must be unequivocal.  We support andOur message to the United States on this matter must be unequivocal.  We support and

request the United States Government to continue to grant unconditional MFN accessrequest the United States Government to continue to grant unconditional MFN accessrequest the United States Government to continue to grant unconditional MFN accessrequest the United States Government to continue to grant unconditional MFN access



for Chinese products and, in the longer term, to accept Chinese entry as a full memberfor Chinese products and, in the longer term, to accept Chinese entry as a full memberfor Chinese products and, in the longer term, to accept Chinese entry as a full memberfor Chinese products and, in the longer term, to accept Chinese entry as a full member

of the GATT.of the GATT.of the GATT.of the GATT.

So, I support the original motion.So, I support the original motion.So, I support the original motion.So, I support the original motion.

MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, other Members today have spoken on the economicMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, other Members today have spoken on the economicMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, other Members today have spoken on the economicMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, other Members today have spoken on the economic

reason why retaining the MFN status of China is not only essential for China but alsoreason why retaining the MFN status of China is not only essential for China but alsoreason why retaining the MFN status of China is not only essential for China but alsoreason why retaining the MFN status of China is not only essential for China but also

for Hong Kong, for our trading partners, and in fact for the United States which hasfor Hong Kong, for our trading partners, and in fact for the United States which hasfor Hong Kong, for our trading partners, and in fact for the United States which hasfor Hong Kong, for our trading partners, and in fact for the United States which has

much to gain by trading freely with China.  I shall concentrate on some of themuch to gain by trading freely with China.  I shall concentrate on some of themuch to gain by trading freely with China.  I shall concentrate on some of themuch to gain by trading freely with China.  I shall concentrate on some of the

political reasons why MFN status should be retained.political reasons why MFN status should be retained.political reasons why MFN status should be retained.political reasons why MFN status should be retained.

As a teenager before World War II turned my dreams into a nightmare, I lobbiAs a teenager before World War II turned my dreams into a nightmare, I lobbiAs a teenager before World War II turned my dreams into a nightmare, I lobbiAs a teenager before World War II turned my dreams into a nightmare, I lobbiedededed

for the use of economic sanctions as an alternative to war for settling internationalfor the use of economic sanctions as an alternative to war for settling internationalfor the use of economic sanctions as an alternative to war for settling internationalfor the use of economic sanctions as an alternative to war for settling international

disputes.  It was, and remains, my philosophy that peaceful negotiations betweendisputes.  It was, and remains, my philosophy that peaceful negotiations betweendisputes.  It was, and remains, my philosophy that peaceful negotiations betweendisputes.  It was, and remains, my philosophy that peaceful negotiations between

nations are more fruitful than punitive measures, but that when punitive measuresnations are more fruitful than punitive measures, but that when punitive measuresnations are more fruitful than punitive measures, but that when punitive measuresnations are more fruitful than punitive measures, but that when punitive measures

do have to be used, they should be economic rather than military.  However, I believedo have to be used, they should be economic rather than military.  However, I believedo have to be used, they should be economic rather than military.  However, I believedo have to be used, they should be economic rather than military.  However, I believe

that even economic measures should be used only when a country is guilty of invadingthat even economic measures should be used only when a country is guilty of invadingthat even economic measures should be used only when a country is guilty of invadingthat even economic measures should be used only when a country is guilty of invading

another. They should not be used to interfere in the internal affairs or politicalanother. They should not be used to interfere in the internal affairs or politicalanother. They should not be used to interfere in the internal affairs or politicalanother. They should not be used to interfere in the internal affairs or political

ideology of or another country.ideology of or another country.ideology of or another country.ideology of or another country.

If China had invaded another country, I might have considered cancellation ofIf China had invaded another country, I might have considered cancellation ofIf China had invaded another country, I might have considered cancellation ofIf China had invaded another country, I might have considered cancellation of

her MFN status as an economic constraint.  But such is not the case.  Indeed, if anyher MFN status as an economic constraint.  But such is not the case.  Indeed, if anyher MFN status as an economic constraint.  But such is not the case.  Indeed, if anyher MFN status as an economic constraint.  But such is not the case.  Indeed, if any

country since World War II is more guilty than others of military intervention incountry since World War II is more guilty than others of military intervention incountry since World War II is more guilty than others of military intervention incountry since World War II is more guilty than others of military intervention in

the affairs of other nations, it is the United States itself.the affairs of other nations, it is the United States itself.the affairs of other nations, it is the United States itself.the affairs of other nations, it is the United States itself.

Some  politicians  in  the  United  States  press  for  economic sanctionsSome  politicians  in  the  United  States  press  for  economic sanctionsSome  politicians  in  the  United  States  press  for  economic sanctionsSome  politicians  in  the  United  States  press  for  economic sanctions

against China on the grounds of human rights, proliferation of missiles, and the useagainst China on the grounds of human rights, proliferation of missiles, and the useagainst China on the grounds of human rights, proliferation of missiles, and the useagainst China on the grounds of human rights, proliferation of missiles, and the use

of prisoners in export production.  These accusations may or may not be true.  Butof prisoners in export production.  These accusations may or may not be true.  Butof prisoners in export production.  These accusations may or may not be true.  Butof prisoners in export production.  These accusations may or may not be true.  But

let us not be hypocritical.  There is well documented evidence of American complicitylet us not be hypocritical.  There is well documented evidence of American complicitylet us not be hypocritical.  There is well documented evidence of American complicitylet us not be hypocritical.  There is well documented evidence of American complicity

in child slavery in India, which produces carpets for American homes.  Likewise therein child slavery in India, which produces carpets for American homes.  Likewise therein child slavery in India, which produces carpets for American homes.  Likewise therein child slavery in India, which produces carpets for American homes.  Likewise there

is well documented evidence of male and female child slaves used for prostitutionis well documented evidence of male and female child slaves used for prostitutionis well documented evidence of male and female child slaves used for prostitutionis well documented evidence of male and female child slaves used for prostitution

to serve Amercian troops in the Philippines, Thailand, and other countries which enjoyto serve Amercian troops in the Philippines, Thailand, and other countries which enjoyto serve Amercian troops in the Philippines, Thailand, and other countries which enjoyto serve Amercian troops in the Philippines, Thailand, and other countries which enjoy

MFN status.  There is even documented evidence of the use of Mexican child slaveMFN status.  There is even documented evidence of the use of Mexican child slaveMFN status.  There is even documented evidence of the use of Mexican child slaveMFN status.  There is even documented evidence of the use of Mexican child slave

labour on farms in the southern states of the United States.  And the recent riotslabour on farms in the southern states of the United States.  And the recent riotslabour on farms in the southern states of the United States.  And the recent riotslabour on farms in the southern states of the United States.  And the recent riots

in that country indicate lack of human rights for black Americans, a fate shared byin that country indicate lack of human rights for black Americans, a fate shared byin that country indicate lack of human rights for black Americans, a fate shared byin that country indicate lack of human rights for black Americans, a fate shared by

American aborigines and other minorities.  As to arms proliferation, I detest thatAmerican aborigines and other minorities.  As to arms proliferation, I detest thatAmerican aborigines and other minorities.  As to arms proliferation, I detest thatAmerican aborigines and other minorities.  As to arms proliferation, I detest that

in any country, but here again the United States leads the pack as if it were ain any country, but here again the United States leads the pack as if it were ain any country, but here again the United States leads the pack as if it were ain any country, but here again the United States leads the pack as if it were a

God-given right.God-given right.God-given right.God-given right.



I am not advocating that we should take economic measures against the UnitedI am not advocating that we should take economic measures against the UnitedI am not advocating that we should take economic measures against the UnitedI am not advocating that we should take economic measures against the United

States for its flouting of human rights.  What I do advocate is that the United StatesStates for its flouting of human rights.  What I do advocate is that the United StatesStates for its flouting of human rights.  What I do advocate is that the United StatesStates for its flouting of human rights.  What I do advocate is that the United States

should address its own internal human rights issues and leave the Chinese people toshould address its own internal human rights issues and leave the Chinese people toshould address its own internal human rights issues and leave the Chinese people toshould address its own internal human rights issues and leave the Chinese people to

deal with theirs.deal with theirs.deal with theirs.deal with theirs.

If this kind of moral judgment became the norm, no country in the world wouldIf this kind of moral judgment became the norm, no country in the world wouldIf this kind of moral judgment became the norm, no country in the world wouldIf this kind of moral judgment became the norm, no country in the world would

be master of its own fate, under the economic or even military pressures of well-armedbe master of its own fate, under the economic or even military pressures of well-armedbe master of its own fate, under the economic or even military pressures of well-armedbe master of its own fate, under the economic or even military pressures of well-armed

superpowers.superpowers.superpowers.superpowers.

As to the proposed amendment by Dr HUANG, the final clause implies that the UnitedAs to the proposed amendment by Dr HUANG, the final clause implies that the UnitedAs to the proposed amendment by Dr HUANG, the final clause implies that the UnitedAs to the proposed amendment by Dr HUANG, the final clause implies that the United

States has the right to deny MFN status, unless China improves its human rights record.States has the right to deny MFN status, unless China improves its human rights record.States has the right to deny MFN status, unless China improves its human rights record.States has the right to deny MFN status, unless China improves its human rights record.

I cannot accept this implied condition.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I supportI cannot accept this implied condition.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I supportI cannot accept this implied condition.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I supportI cannot accept this implied condition.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I support

Mr CHENG's motion.Mr CHENG's motion.Mr CHENG's motion.Mr CHENG's motion.

PROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many colleagues have alreadyPROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many colleagues have alreadyPROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many colleagues have alreadyPROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many colleagues have already

spoken about how important unconditional renewal of MFN status for China will be forspoken about how important unconditional renewal of MFN status for China will be forspoken about how important unconditional renewal of MFN status for China will be forspoken about how important unconditional renewal of MFN status for China will be for

Hong Kong and China.  For instance, according to some estimates, Guangdong's economicHong Kong and China.  For instance, according to some estimates, Guangdong's economicHong Kong and China.  For instance, according to some estimates, Guangdong's economicHong Kong and China.  For instance, according to some estimates, Guangdong's economic

growth rate would otherwise decline by 10% and Hong Kong's growth rate would otherwisegrowth rate would otherwise decline by 10% and Hong Kong's growth rate would otherwisegrowth rate would otherwise decline by 10% and Hong Kong's growth rate would otherwisegrowth rate would otherwise decline by 10% and Hong Kong's growth rate would otherwise

fall by between 1.1% and 1.8%.  But what I propose to do now is to look at the matterfall by between 1.1% and 1.8%.  But what I propose to do now is to look at the matterfall by between 1.1% and 1.8%.  But what I propose to do now is to look at the matterfall by between 1.1% and 1.8%.  But what I propose to do now is to look at the matter

from a different angle.  In fact, failure to renew MFN status for Chinafrom a different angle.  In fact, failure to renew MFN status for Chinafrom a different angle.  In fact, failure to renew MFN status for Chinafrom a different angle.  In fact, failure to renew MFN status for China

unconditionally would be even more harmful for the long-term interests of the Unitedunconditionally would be even more harmful for the long-term interests of the Unitedunconditionally would be even more harmful for the long-term interests of the Unitedunconditionally would be even more harmful for the long-term interests of the United

States.States.States.States.

Firstly, we must not lose sight of the fact that the economic growth of ChinaFirstly, we must not lose sight of the fact that the economic growth of ChinaFirstly, we must not lose sight of the fact that the economic growth of ChinaFirstly, we must not lose sight of the fact that the economic growth of China

in general and Guangdong Province in particular, as well as that of Hong Kong, directlyin general and Guangdong Province in particular, as well as that of Hong Kong, directlyin general and Guangdong Province in particular, as well as that of Hong Kong, directlyin general and Guangdong Province in particular, as well as that of Hong Kong, directly

affects the business interests of the United States' overseas enterprises in theseaffects the business interests of the United States' overseas enterprises in theseaffects the business interests of the United States' overseas enterprises in theseaffects the business interests of the United States' overseas enterprises in these

areas.  One thousand enterprises under this category now have investment in China;areas.  One thousand enterprises under this category now have investment in China;areas.  One thousand enterprises under this category now have investment in China;areas.  One thousand enterprises under this category now have investment in China;

their investment amounts to US$4 billion.  There are 900 enterprises with Americantheir investment amounts to US$4 billion.  There are 900 enterprises with Americantheir investment amounts to US$4 billion.  There are 900 enterprises with Americantheir investment amounts to US$4 billion.  There are 900 enterprises with American

interests in Hong Kong, including 25 that have their regional centres in Hong Kong.interests in Hong Kong, including 25 that have their regional centres in Hong Kong.interests in Hong Kong, including 25 that have their regional centres in Hong Kong.interests in Hong Kong, including 25 that have their regional centres in Hong Kong.

Their investment in Hong Kong amounts to US$7.7 billion.  Should the economies ofTheir investment in Hong Kong amounts to US$7.7 billion.  Should the economies ofTheir investment in Hong Kong amounts to US$7.7 billion.  Should the economies ofTheir investment in Hong Kong amounts to US$7.7 billion.  Should the economies of

Hong Kong and Guangdong slump, the off-shore investment returns of these largeHong Kong and Guangdong slump, the off-shore investment returns of these largeHong Kong and Guangdong slump, the off-shore investment returns of these largeHong Kong and Guangdong slump, the off-shore investment returns of these large

American corporations would suffer very far-reaching consequences.American corporations would suffer very far-reaching consequences.American corporations would suffer very far-reaching consequences.American corporations would suffer very far-reaching consequences.

Secondly, China has become one of the major trading partners of the United States.Secondly, China has become one of the major trading partners of the United States.Secondly, China has become one of the major trading partners of the United States.Secondly, China has become one of the major trading partners of the United States.

Last year, China's imports from the United States amounted to US$6 billion.  ShouldLast year, China's imports from the United States amounted to US$6 billion.  ShouldLast year, China's imports from the United States amounted to US$6 billion.  ShouldLast year, China's imports from the United States amounted to US$6 billion.  Should

the United States refuse to renew MFN status for China, China would retaliate bythe United States refuse to renew MFN status for China, China would retaliate bythe United States refuse to renew MFN status for China, China would retaliate bythe United States refuse to renew MFN status for China, China would retaliate by



reducing its imports from the United States.  We believe that this would be a veryreducing its imports from the United States.  We believe that this would be a veryreducing its imports from the United States.  We believe that this would be a veryreducing its imports from the United States.  We believe that this would be a very

significant reduction.  Also, Hong Kong imports large quantities of Americansignificant reduction.  Also, Hong Kong imports large quantities of Americansignificant reduction.  Also, Hong Kong imports large quantities of Americansignificant reduction.  Also, Hong Kong imports large quantities of American

products.  On a per capita basis, each person in Hong Kong annually spends US$1,300products.  On a per capita basis, each person in Hong Kong annually spends US$1,300products.  On a per capita basis, each person in Hong Kong annually spends US$1,300products.  On a per capita basis, each person in Hong Kong annually spends US$1,300

on American goods, an amount higher than that for many other economies, such as Japan,on American goods, an amount higher than that for many other economies, such as Japan,on American goods, an amount higher than that for many other economies, such as Japan,on American goods, an amount higher than that for many other economies, such as Japan,

South Korea, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and Germany.  Therefore, if our economySouth Korea, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and Germany.  Therefore, if our economySouth Korea, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and Germany.  Therefore, if our economySouth Korea, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and Germany.  Therefore, if our economy

should deteriorate, this would have an impact on the United States' economy.should deteriorate, this would have an impact on the United States' economy.should deteriorate, this would have an impact on the United States' economy.should deteriorate, this would have an impact on the United States' economy.

According to some time-trend studies, if Hong Kong's gross domestic product shouldAccording to some time-trend studies, if Hong Kong's gross domestic product shouldAccording to some time-trend studies, if Hong Kong's gross domestic product shouldAccording to some time-trend studies, if Hong Kong's gross domestic product should

dip by 1.8%, Hong Kong's imports from the United States would decrease in $160 million.dip by 1.8%, Hong Kong's imports from the United States would decrease in $160 million.dip by 1.8%, Hong Kong's imports from the United States would decrease in $160 million.dip by 1.8%, Hong Kong's imports from the United States would decrease in $160 million.

This would be compounded by the fact that the Chinese authorities, too, would reduceThis would be compounded by the fact that the Chinese authorities, too, would reduceThis would be compounded by the fact that the Chinese authorities, too, would reduceThis would be compounded by the fact that the Chinese authorities, too, would reduce

imports from the United States.  The estimate is that as many as 100 000 jobs in theimports from the United States.  The estimate is that as many as 100 000 jobs in theimports from the United States.  The estimate is that as many as 100 000 jobs in theimports from the United States.  The estimate is that as many as 100 000 jobs in the

United States would be affected.  In other words, 100 000 American people might loseUnited States would be affected.  In other words, 100 000 American people might loseUnited States would be affected.  In other words, 100 000 American people might loseUnited States would be affected.  In other words, 100 000 American people might lose

their jobs as a result of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  Over the longer term,their jobs as a result of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  Over the longer term,their jobs as a result of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  Over the longer term,their jobs as a result of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  Over the longer term,

if China should reduce its imports from the United States, other countries would seizeif China should reduce its imports from the United States, other countries would seizeif China should reduce its imports from the United States, other countries would seizeif China should reduce its imports from the United States, other countries would seize

the opportunity to fill the vacuum, thus supplanting the United States.  In the longthe opportunity to fill the vacuum, thus supplanting the United States.  In the longthe opportunity to fill the vacuum, thus supplanting the United States.  In the longthe opportunity to fill the vacuum, thus supplanting the United States.  In the long

run, this would seriously affect the American market share in China.run, this would seriously affect the American market share in China.run, this would seriously affect the American market share in China.run, this would seriously affect the American market share in China.

Thirdly, to be sure, American consumers would also suffer severely.  If ChineseThirdly, to be sure, American consumers would also suffer severely.  If ChineseThirdly, to be sure, American consumers would also suffer severely.  If ChineseThirdly, to be sure, American consumers would also suffer severely.  If Chinese

exports to the United States should be subject to a tariff rate of 60% or 70%, Americanexports to the United States should be subject to a tariff rate of 60% or 70%, Americanexports to the United States should be subject to a tariff rate of 60% or 70%, Americanexports to the United States should be subject to a tariff rate of 60% or 70%, American

consumers would have to pay more for Chinese goods or to switch to products of otherconsumers would have to pay more for Chinese goods or to switch to products of otherconsumers would have to pay more for Chinese goods or to switch to products of otherconsumers would have to pay more for Chinese goods or to switch to products of other

countries that are less to their liking.  This would be unfair to the Americancountries that are less to their liking.  This would be unfair to the Americancountries that are less to their liking.  This would be unfair to the Americancountries that are less to their liking.  This would be unfair to the American

consumers.consumers.consumers.consumers.

I therefore think that the point is not that the matter is important for HongI therefore think that the point is not that the matter is important for HongI therefore think that the point is not that the matter is important for HongI therefore think that the point is not that the matter is important for Hong

Kong and China.  It is indeed also important for the United States itself.  For thisKong and China.  It is indeed also important for the United States itself.  For thisKong and China.  It is indeed also important for the United States itself.  For thisKong and China.  It is indeed also important for the United States itself.  For this

reason, the United States must renew China's MFN status unconditionally.reason, the United States must renew China's MFN status unconditionally.reason, the United States must renew China's MFN status unconditionally.reason, the United States must renew China's MFN status unconditionally.

To be sure, whether the United States will renew MFN status for China or not alsoTo be sure, whether the United States will renew MFN status for China or not alsoTo be sure, whether the United States will renew MFN status for China or not alsoTo be sure, whether the United States will renew MFN status for China or not also

involves other factors, such as some non-economic factors mentioned by Dr HUANGinvolves other factors, such as some non-economic factors mentioned by Dr HUANGinvolves other factors, such as some non-economic factors mentioned by Dr HUANGinvolves other factors, such as some non-economic factors mentioned by Dr HUANG

Chen-ya: human rights, the Sino-British Joint Declaration, MIAs and nuclearChen-ya: human rights, the Sino-British Joint Declaration, MIAs and nuclearChen-ya: human rights, the Sino-British Joint Declaration, MIAs and nuclearChen-ya: human rights, the Sino-British Joint Declaration, MIAs and nuclear

proliferation.  My personal view about these conditions is that they are, to someproliferation.  My personal view about these conditions is that they are, to someproliferation.  My personal view about these conditions is that they are, to someproliferation.  My personal view about these conditions is that they are, to some

extent or even to a large extent, nothing more than excuses.  Actually, what theextent or even to a large extent, nothing more than excuses.  Actually, what theextent or even to a large extent, nothing more than excuses.  Actually, what theextent or even to a large extent, nothing more than excuses.  Actually, what the

United States Government is actually concerned about is trade friction, which is theUnited States Government is actually concerned about is trade friction, which is theUnited States Government is actually concerned about is trade friction, which is theUnited States Government is actually concerned about is trade friction, which is the

decisive factor in its consideration of whether or not to renew MFN status for China.decisive factor in its consideration of whether or not to renew MFN status for China.decisive factor in its consideration of whether or not to renew MFN status for China.decisive factor in its consideration of whether or not to renew MFN status for China.

We must not forget that Sino-US trade friction is worsening.  In 1991, China had aWe must not forget that Sino-US trade friction is worsening.  In 1991, China had aWe must not forget that Sino-US trade friction is worsening.  In 1991, China had aWe must not forget that Sino-US trade friction is worsening.  In 1991, China had a

trade surplus of $13 billion with the United States.  This accounted for 22% of thetrade surplus of $13 billion with the United States.  This accounted for 22% of thetrade surplus of $13 billion with the United States.  This accounted for 22% of thetrade surplus of $13 billion with the United States.  This accounted for 22% of the

entire American trade deficit.  After Japan, China held the second largest surplusentire American trade deficit.  After Japan, China held the second largest surplusentire American trade deficit.  After Japan, China held the second largest surplusentire American trade deficit.  After Japan, China held the second largest surplus

among countries trading with the United States.  The American people, or the Unitedamong countries trading with the United States.  The American people, or the Unitedamong countries trading with the United States.  The American people, or the Unitedamong countries trading with the United States.  The American people, or the United

States Government, naturally find this situation worrying.States Government, naturally find this situation worrying.States Government, naturally find this situation worrying.States Government, naturally find this situation worrying.



Therefore, I agree that the United States should unconditionally renew MFN statusTherefore, I agree that the United States should unconditionally renew MFN statusTherefore, I agree that the United States should unconditionally renew MFN statusTherefore, I agree that the United States should unconditionally renew MFN status

for China.  This does not mean that I attach no importance to human rights or to thefor China.  This does not mean that I attach no importance to human rights or to thefor China.  This does not mean that I attach no importance to human rights or to thefor China.  This does not mean that I attach no importance to human rights or to the

Sino-British Joint Declaration.  I agree that we should censure the ChineseSino-British Joint Declaration.  I agree that we should censure the ChineseSino-British Joint Declaration.  I agree that we should censure the ChineseSino-British Joint Declaration.  I agree that we should censure the Chinese

Government for its human rights record, with which we are very dissatisfied.  ButGovernment for its human rights record, with which we are very dissatisfied.  ButGovernment for its human rights record, with which we are very dissatisfied.  ButGovernment for its human rights record, with which we are very dissatisfied.  But

we must ask: What good will this do to deny a renewal of its MFN status unconditionally?we must ask: What good will this do to deny a renewal of its MFN status unconditionally?we must ask: What good will this do to deny a renewal of its MFN status unconditionally?we must ask: What good will this do to deny a renewal of its MFN status unconditionally?

Does the American Government really intend to safeguard human rights in China?  DoesDoes the American Government really intend to safeguard human rights in China?  DoesDoes the American Government really intend to safeguard human rights in China?  DoesDoes the American Government really intend to safeguard human rights in China?  Does

the American Government really intend to defend the Sino-British Joint Declaration?the American Government really intend to defend the Sino-British Joint Declaration?the American Government really intend to defend the Sino-British Joint Declaration?the American Government really intend to defend the Sino-British Joint Declaration?

In this connection, I think that, firstly, the United States' real concern inIn this connection, I think that, firstly, the United States' real concern inIn this connection, I think that, firstly, the United States' real concern inIn this connection, I think that, firstly, the United States' real concern in

the matter of MFN status renewal is the economy and the trade friction.  Politicalthe matter of MFN status renewal is the economy and the trade friction.  Politicalthe matter of MFN status renewal is the economy and the trade friction.  Politicalthe matter of MFN status renewal is the economy and the trade friction.  Political

consideration is secondary.consideration is secondary.consideration is secondary.consideration is secondary.

Secondly, I feel that the MFN issue should not be used as a means to a politicalSecondly, I feel that the MFN issue should not be used as a means to a politicalSecondly, I feel that the MFN issue should not be used as a means to a politicalSecondly, I feel that the MFN issue should not be used as a means to a political

end.  The American Government should not use the MFN issue for a purpose unrelatedend.  The American Government should not use the MFN issue for a purpose unrelatedend.  The American Government should not use the MFN issue for a purpose unrelatedend.  The American Government should not use the MFN issue for a purpose unrelated

to trade.  Any dispute, whether or not it involves politics, should be settled throughto trade.  Any dispute, whether or not it involves politics, should be settled throughto trade.  Any dispute, whether or not it involves politics, should be settled throughto trade.  Any dispute, whether or not it involves politics, should be settled through

negotiation.  For instance, the two governments were trying to settle the Sectionnegotiation.  For instance, the two governments were trying to settle the Sectionnegotiation.  For instance, the two governments were trying to settle the Sectionnegotiation.  For instance, the two governments were trying to settle the Section

301 and Super Section 301 trade disputes through negotiation.  I am totally opposed301 and Super Section 301 trade disputes through negotiation.  I am totally opposed301 and Super Section 301 trade disputes through negotiation.  I am totally opposed301 and Super Section 301 trade disputes through negotiation.  I am totally opposed

to the American Government's use of the MFN issue for attaining non-economic purposes,to the American Government's use of the MFN issue for attaining non-economic purposes,to the American Government's use of the MFN issue for attaining non-economic purposes,to the American Government's use of the MFN issue for attaining non-economic purposes,

or to be precise, political purposes.or to be precise, political purposes.or to be precise, political purposes.or to be precise, political purposes.

Furthermore, I feel that it is very improper of the American Government to useFurthermore, I feel that it is very improper of the American Government to useFurthermore, I feel that it is very improper of the American Government to useFurthermore, I feel that it is very improper of the American Government to use

MFN status as a weapon because MFN status is not a favour.  Now we may tend to feelMFN status as a weapon because MFN status is not a favour.  Now we may tend to feelMFN status as a weapon because MFN status is not a favour.  Now we may tend to feelMFN status as a weapon because MFN status is not a favour.  Now we may tend to feel

that the American Government, by giving MFN status to one country, is doing thatthat the American Government, by giving MFN status to one country, is doing thatthat the American Government, by giving MFN status to one country, is doing thatthat the American Government, by giving MFN status to one country, is doing that

country a big favour.  In fact, MFN status is the most basic economic right everycountry a big favour.  In fact, MFN status is the most basic economic right everycountry a big favour.  In fact, MFN status is the most basic economic right everycountry a big favour.  In fact, MFN status is the most basic economic right every

exporting country should be entitled to enjoy.  In a multilateral global economicexporting country should be entitled to enjoy.  In a multilateral global economicexporting country should be entitled to enjoy.  In a multilateral global economicexporting country should be entitled to enjoy.  In a multilateral global economic

order or under a free trade system, it is the right of an exporting country to receiveorder or under a free trade system, it is the right of an exporting country to receiveorder or under a free trade system, it is the right of an exporting country to receiveorder or under a free trade system, it is the right of an exporting country to receive

MFN status from all importing countries.  This is a right and not a favour.  It isMFN status from all importing countries.  This is a right and not a favour.  It isMFN status from all importing countries.  This is a right and not a favour.  It isMFN status from all importing countries.  This is a right and not a favour.  It is

beyond me why the American Government is using it as a weapon.beyond me why the American Government is using it as a weapon.beyond me why the American Government is using it as a weapon.beyond me why the American Government is using it as a weapon.

We have been arguing among ourselves hWe have been arguing among ourselves hWe have been arguing among ourselves hWe have been arguing among ourselves here today.  Some Councillors condemn thoseere today.  Some Councillors condemn thoseere today.  Some Councillors condemn thoseere today.  Some Councillors condemn those

who oppose unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Others condemn those whowho oppose unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Others condemn those whowho oppose unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Others condemn those whowho oppose unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Others condemn those who

are in favour of unconditional renewal.  In fact, what we should be condemning isare in favour of unconditional renewal.  In fact, what we should be condemning isare in favour of unconditional renewal.  In fact, what we should be condemning isare in favour of unconditional renewal.  In fact, what we should be condemning is

not those who are opposed or those who are in favour.  What we should be condemningnot those who are opposed or those who are in favour.  What we should be condemningnot those who are opposed or those who are in favour.  What we should be condemningnot those who are opposed or those who are in favour.  What we should be condemning

may be the cause of the issue, the origin of the controversy.  That is to say (ifmay be the cause of the issue, the origin of the controversy.  That is to say (ifmay be the cause of the issue, the origin of the controversy.  That is to say (ifmay be the cause of the issue, the origin of the controversy.  That is to say (if

we can really say so), it is in fact the American Government's attempt to use thewe can really say so), it is in fact the American Government's attempt to use thewe can really say so), it is in fact the American Government's attempt to use thewe can really say so), it is in fact the American Government's attempt to use the



issue to attain a political purpose that has given rise to all this controversy.issue to attain a political purpose that has given rise to all this controversy.issue to attain a political purpose that has given rise to all this controversy.issue to attain a political purpose that has given rise to all this controversy.

We know that it is very hard for economic sanctions to work, or to achieveWe know that it is very hard for economic sanctions to work, or to achieveWe know that it is very hard for economic sanctions to work, or to achieveWe know that it is very hard for economic sanctions to work, or to achieve

political ends.  We have seen the American sanctions against Iraq and thepolitical ends.  We have seen the American sanctions against Iraq and thepolitical ends.  We have seen the American sanctions against Iraq and thepolitical ends.  We have seen the American sanctions against Iraq and the

international sanctions against South Africa.  These sanctions really did notinternational sanctions against South Africa.  These sanctions really did notinternational sanctions against South Africa.  These sanctions really did notinternational sanctions against South Africa.  These sanctions really did not

achieve their goals.  Also, given the temperament of China, if one should try toachieve their goals.  Also, given the temperament of China, if one should try toachieve their goals.  Also, given the temperament of China, if one should try toachieve their goals.  Also, given the temperament of China, if one should try to

attain a political goal by coercing China with economic sanctions, the coercion wouldattain a political goal by coercing China with economic sanctions, the coercion wouldattain a political goal by coercing China with economic sanctions, the coercion wouldattain a political goal by coercing China with economic sanctions, the coercion would

very probably only make it change its present course.  This is something we wouldvery probably only make it change its present course.  This is something we wouldvery probably only make it change its present course.  This is something we wouldvery probably only make it change its present course.  This is something we would

not like to see.not like to see.not like to see.not like to see.

Therefore, I hope that the Government will bring the American Government and theTherefore, I hope that the Government will bring the American Government and theTherefore, I hope that the Government will bring the American Government and theTherefore, I hope that the Government will bring the American Government and the

American people to reason.  We may need the co-operation of some major exportingAmerican people to reason.  We may need the co-operation of some major exportingAmerican people to reason.  We may need the co-operation of some major exportingAmerican people to reason.  We may need the co-operation of some major exporting

countries in the lobbying.  The purpose is to make the American Government and thecountries in the lobbying.  The purpose is to make the American Government and thecountries in the lobbying.  The purpose is to make the American Government and thecountries in the lobbying.  The purpose is to make the American Government and the

American people understand that they should not use MFN status as a means to aAmerican people understand that they should not use MFN status as a means to aAmerican people understand that they should not use MFN status as a means to aAmerican people understand that they should not use MFN status as a means to a

political end.  This requires hard work.  I hope that Hong Kong's officials willpolitical end.  This requires hard work.  I hope that Hong Kong's officials willpolitical end.  This requires hard work.  I hope that Hong Kong's officials willpolitical end.  This requires hard work.  I hope that Hong Kong's officials will

continue to do their best.continue to do their best.continue to do their best.continue to do their best.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the original motMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the original motMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the original motMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the original motion.ion.ion.ion.

MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in a Chinese dictionary,MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in a Chinese dictionary,MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in a Chinese dictionary,MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in a Chinese dictionary,

the simplest character is "yi" (meaning "one" or "consistent").  The next simplestthe simplest character is "yi" (meaning "one" or "consistent").  The next simplestthe simplest character is "yi" (meaning "one" or "consistent").  The next simplestthe simplest character is "yi" (meaning "one" or "consistent").  The next simplest

is "ren" (meaning "man").  Man has a flaw, which is that he cannot remain "one", oris "ren" (meaning "man").  Man has a flaw, which is that he cannot remain "one", oris "ren" (meaning "man").  Man has a flaw, which is that he cannot remain "one", oris "ren" (meaning "man").  Man has a flaw, which is that he cannot remain "one", or

consistent, from the beginning to the end.consistent, from the beginning to the end.consistent, from the beginning to the end.consistent, from the beginning to the end.

Over the issue of whether the United States should renew Most Favoured NationOver the issue of whether the United States should renew Most Favoured NationOver the issue of whether the United States should renew Most Favoured NationOver the issue of whether the United States should renew Most Favoured Nation

(MFN) status for China, I find that I have had three different identities.(MFN) status for China, I find that I have had three different identities.(MFN) status for China, I find that I have had three different identities.(MFN) status for China, I find that I have had three different identities.

My first identity is that of a Hong Kong person.  Some pMy first identity is that of a Hong Kong person.  Some pMy first identity is that of a Hong Kong person.  Some pMy first identity is that of a Hong Kong person.  Some people say that, becauseeople say that, becauseeople say that, becauseeople say that, because

I have taken in the Legislative Council an oath of loyalty to the people of Hong Kong,I have taken in the Legislative Council an oath of loyalty to the people of Hong Kong,I have taken in the Legislative Council an oath of loyalty to the people of Hong Kong,I have taken in the Legislative Council an oath of loyalty to the people of Hong Kong,

I must look at this problem from Hong Kong's point of view.  The motion for amendmentI must look at this problem from Hong Kong's point of view.  The motion for amendmentI must look at this problem from Hong Kong's point of view.  The motion for amendmentI must look at this problem from Hong Kong's point of view.  The motion for amendment

moved by the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) puts it clearly: Renewal of MFNmoved by the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) puts it clearly: Renewal of MFNmoved by the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) puts it clearly: Renewal of MFNmoved by the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) puts it clearly: Renewal of MFN

status for China is extremely important for promoting the development of economy ofstatus for China is extremely important for promoting the development of economy ofstatus for China is extremely important for promoting the development of economy ofstatus for China is extremely important for promoting the development of economy of

China and Hong Kong.  Therefore, the Government should tell the United States inChina and Hong Kong.  Therefore, the Government should tell the United States inChina and Hong Kong.  Therefore, the Government should tell the United States inChina and Hong Kong.  Therefore, the Government should tell the United States in

emphatic terms how important renewal of MFN status for China will be for the economyemphatic terms how important renewal of MFN status for China will be for the economyemphatic terms how important renewal of MFN status for China will be for the economyemphatic terms how important renewal of MFN status for China will be for the economy

of Hong Kong.  In this regard, the UDHK did not lose its bearing.of Hong Kong.  In this regard, the UDHK did not lose its bearing.of Hong Kong.  In this regard, the UDHK did not lose its bearing.of Hong Kong.  In this regard, the UDHK did not lose its bearing.



What really prevent us from supporting an unconditional renewal?  As everybodyWhat really prevent us from supporting an unconditional renewal?  As everybodyWhat really prevent us from supporting an unconditional renewal?  As everybodyWhat really prevent us from supporting an unconditional renewal?  As everybody

knows, it is China's human rights record.  From this arises my second identity, whichknows, it is China's human rights record.  From this arises my second identity, whichknows, it is China's human rights record.  From this arises my second identity, whichknows, it is China's human rights record.  From this arises my second identity, which

is that of a Chinese.  As a Chinese, I naturally hope that China will be rich andis that of a Chinese.  As a Chinese, I naturally hope that China will be rich andis that of a Chinese.  As a Chinese, I naturally hope that China will be rich andis that of a Chinese.  As a Chinese, I naturally hope that China will be rich and

strong and that the Chinese people will have enough to eat and wear.  If MFN statusstrong and that the Chinese people will have enough to eat and wear.  If MFN statusstrong and that the Chinese people will have enough to eat and wear.  If MFN statusstrong and that the Chinese people will have enough to eat and wear.  If MFN status

can help to realize this goal to some extent, I certainly will do my best to supportcan help to realize this goal to some extent, I certainly will do my best to supportcan help to realize this goal to some extent, I certainly will do my best to supportcan help to realize this goal to some extent, I certainly will do my best to support

it.  If we find that China, by truly improving its human rights record, canit.  If we find that China, by truly improving its human rights record, canit.  If we find that China, by truly improving its human rights record, canit.  If we find that China, by truly improving its human rights record, can

permanently enjoy MFN status, why then can we not get to the bottom of the matterpermanently enjoy MFN status, why then can we not get to the bottom of the matterpermanently enjoy MFN status, why then can we not get to the bottom of the matterpermanently enjoy MFN status, why then can we not get to the bottom of the matter

and persuade China to improve its human rights record?and persuade China to improve its human rights record?and persuade China to improve its human rights record?and persuade China to improve its human rights record?

Many colleagues in this Council have close relatioMany colleagues in this Council have close relatioMany colleagues in this Council have close relatioMany colleagues in this Council have close relations with, and frequent accessns with, and frequent accessns with, and frequent accessns with, and frequent access

to, the Chinese Government.  Can we ask them to convey to the Chinese Government theto, the Chinese Government.  Can we ask them to convey to the Chinese Government theto, the Chinese Government.  Can we ask them to convey to the Chinese Government theto, the Chinese Government.  Can we ask them to convey to the Chinese Government the

hopes of Chinese people all over the world, their hopes for a better human rightshopes of Chinese people all over the world, their hopes for a better human rightshopes of Chinese people all over the world, their hopes for a better human rightshopes of Chinese people all over the world, their hopes for a better human rights

record in China, their hopes that China and Hong Kong will no longer have to worryrecord in China, their hopes that China and Hong Kong will no longer have to worryrecord in China, their hopes that China and Hong Kong will no longer have to worryrecord in China, their hopes that China and Hong Kong will no longer have to worry

about, and lobby hard for, MFN status renewal?about, and lobby hard for, MFN status renewal?about, and lobby hard for, MFN status renewal?about, and lobby hard for, MFN status renewal?

Mr Deputy President, my third identity is that of a human.  A human has feelings.Mr Deputy President, my third identity is that of a human.  A human has feelings.Mr Deputy President, my third identity is that of a human.  A human has feelings.Mr Deputy President, my third identity is that of a human.  A human has feelings.

When I saw how the blacks in South Africa suffered from discrimination, I felt profoundWhen I saw how the blacks in South Africa suffered from discrimination, I felt profoundWhen I saw how the blacks in South Africa suffered from discrimination, I felt profoundWhen I saw how the blacks in South Africa suffered from discrimination, I felt profound

sympathy for them.  The sight of the massacre of Kurds in Iraq broke my heart.  Isympathy for them.  The sight of the massacre of Kurds in Iraq broke my heart.  Isympathy for them.  The sight of the massacre of Kurds in Iraq broke my heart.  Isympathy for them.  The sight of the massacre of Kurds in Iraq broke my heart.  I

have seen more.  I have seen our own compatriots butchered, hunted down, imprisonedhave seen more.  I have seen our own compatriots butchered, hunted down, imprisonedhave seen more.  I have seen our own compatriots butchered, hunted down, imprisonedhave seen more.  I have seen our own compatriots butchered, hunted down, imprisoned

and humiliated because of political dissent.  I feel pain and sorrow.  How can Iand humiliated because of political dissent.  I feel pain and sorrow.  How can Iand humiliated because of political dissent.  I feel pain and sorrow.  How can Iand humiliated because of political dissent.  I feel pain and sorrow.  How can I

remain dispassionate and unmoved?remain dispassionate and unmoved?remain dispassionate and unmoved?remain dispassionate and unmoved?

Precisely because I am a human, a Chinese person in Hong Kong, I naturally wishPrecisely because I am a human, a Chinese person in Hong Kong, I naturally wishPrecisely because I am a human, a Chinese person in Hong Kong, I naturally wishPrecisely because I am a human, a Chinese person in Hong Kong, I naturally wish

to do my personal best to send a signal to the Chinese Government: Let our compatriotsto do my personal best to send a signal to the Chinese Government: Let our compatriotsto do my personal best to send a signal to the Chinese Government: Let our compatriotsto do my personal best to send a signal to the Chinese Government: Let our compatriots

live in a free country, enjoy human dignity and human rights and know no fear andlive in a free country, enjoy human dignity and human rights and know no fear andlive in a free country, enjoy human dignity and human rights and know no fear andlive in a free country, enjoy human dignity and human rights and know no fear and

sorrow again.sorrow again.sorrow again.sorrow again.

Mr Deputy President, everybody with a conscience should do the same.  However,Mr Deputy President, everybody with a conscience should do the same.  However,Mr Deputy President, everybody with a conscience should do the same.  However,Mr Deputy President, everybody with a conscience should do the same.  However,

when we do so, we are criticized for failing to look at problems from Hong Kong'swhen we do so, we are criticized for failing to look at problems from Hong Kong'swhen we do so, we are criticized for failing to look at problems from Hong Kong'swhen we do so, we are criticized for failing to look at problems from Hong Kong's

perspective, for letting the people of Hong Kong down.  My response to such criticismperspective, for letting the people of Hong Kong down.  My response to such criticismperspective, for letting the people of Hong Kong down.  My response to such criticismperspective, for letting the people of Hong Kong down.  My response to such criticism

is: Whether I am a Hong Kong person or a Chinese person, I am, above all, a human.is: Whether I am a Hong Kong person or a Chinese person, I am, above all, a human.is: Whether I am a Hong Kong person or a Chinese person, I am, above all, a human.is: Whether I am a Hong Kong person or a Chinese person, I am, above all, a human.

I will do whatever my conscience tells me to do.  I will never regret and never turnI will do whatever my conscience tells me to do.  I will never regret and never turnI will do whatever my conscience tells me to do.  I will never regret and never turnI will do whatever my conscience tells me to do.  I will never regret and never turn

back.  I will also keep my eyes open for those who wept and spoke up at the time ofback.  I will also keep my eyes open for those who wept and spoke up at the time ofback.  I will also keep my eyes open for those who wept and spoke up at the time ofback.  I will also keep my eyes open for those who wept and spoke up at the time of

the June 4 incident.  I will watch how they change, how they each day lose a littlethe June 4 incident.  I will watch how they change, how they each day lose a littlethe June 4 incident.  I will watch how they change, how they each day lose a littlethe June 4 incident.  I will watch how they change, how they each day lose a little

more of their conscience, the most precious gift of man.more of their conscience, the most precious gift of man.more of their conscience, the most precious gift of man.more of their conscience, the most precious gift of man.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment



motion.motion.motion.motion.

8.00 pm8.00 pm8.00 pm8.00 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now eight o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) the CouncilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now eight o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) the CouncilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now eight o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) the CouncilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now eight o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) the Council

should adjourn.should adjourn.should adjourn.should adjourn.

CHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent, I move that Standing OrderCHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent, I move that Standing OrderCHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent, I move that Standing OrderCHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent, I move that Standing Order

8(2) should be suspended so as to allow the Council's business this afternoon to be8(2) should be suspended so as to allow the Council's business this afternoon to be8(2) should be suspended so as to allow the Council's business this afternoon to be8(2) should be suspended so as to allow the Council's business this afternoon to be

concluded.concluded.concluded.concluded.

Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.

MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the American Government alwaysMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the American Government alwaysMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the American Government alwaysMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the American Government always

considers itself not only as the policeman who is the world peace keeper, but also,considers itself not only as the policeman who is the world peace keeper, but also,considers itself not only as the policeman who is the world peace keeper, but also,considers itself not only as the policeman who is the world peace keeper, but also,

in the economic area, assumes airs of self-importance.  In fact, one can say thatin the economic area, assumes airs of self-importance.  In fact, one can say thatin the economic area, assumes airs of self-importance.  In fact, one can say thatin the economic area, assumes airs of self-importance.  In fact, one can say that

the American Government's policy is this: Do unto other nations as the United Statesthe American Government's policy is this: Do unto other nations as the United Statesthe American Government's policy is this: Do unto other nations as the United Statesthe American Government's policy is this: Do unto other nations as the United States

would not have other nations do unto the United States.  Let us look at the recentwould not have other nations do unto the United States.  Let us look at the recentwould not have other nations do unto the United States.  Let us look at the recentwould not have other nations do unto the United States.  Let us look at the recent

history of the world.  In Asia, there were the Korean War, the Vietnam War, thehistory of the world.  In Asia, there were the Korean War, the Vietnam War, thehistory of the world.  In Asia, there were the Korean War, the Vietnam War, thehistory of the world.  In Asia, there were the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the

Cambodian Civil War, the Afghan War, the Middle East War between the Arabs and Israel,Cambodian Civil War, the Afghan War, the Middle East War between the Arabs and Israel,Cambodian Civil War, the Afghan War, the Middle East War between the Arabs and Israel,Cambodian Civil War, the Afghan War, the Middle East War between the Arabs and Israel,

the Iran-Iraq War and the War of Iraqi aggression against Kuwait.  Can you name onethe Iran-Iraq War and the War of Iraqi aggression against Kuwait.  Can you name onethe Iran-Iraq War and the War of Iraqi aggression against Kuwait.  Can you name onethe Iran-Iraq War and the War of Iraqi aggression against Kuwait.  Can you name one

war in which the United States was not involved?  The American approach to all ofwar in which the United States was not involved?  The American approach to all ofwar in which the United States was not involved?  The American approach to all ofwar in which the United States was not involved?  The American approach to all of

these wars was entirely based on self-interest.these wars was entirely based on self-interest.these wars was entirely based on self-interest.these wars was entirely based on self-interest.

Also, as a result of its over-enthusiastic internationalism, the United States'Also, as a result of its over-enthusiastic internationalism, the United States'Also, as a result of its over-enthusiastic internationalism, the United States'Also, as a result of its over-enthusiastic internationalism, the United States'

domestic economy is now in recession.  I believe that a day will come sooner or laterdomestic economy is now in recession.  I believe that a day will come sooner or laterdomestic economy is now in recession.  I believe that a day will come sooner or laterdomestic economy is now in recession.  I believe that a day will come sooner or later

when the United States must auction off its own land to pay off its foreign debtswhen the United States must auction off its own land to pay off its foreign debtswhen the United States must auction off its own land to pay off its foreign debtswhen the United States must auction off its own land to pay off its foreign debts

and save itself from its hopeless plight.  Now that I mention economics, I recalland save itself from its hopeless plight.  Now that I mention economics, I recalland save itself from its hopeless plight.  Now that I mention economics, I recalland save itself from its hopeless plight.  Now that I mention economics, I recall

that the greenback was issued on the promise that it would be redeemed with gold atthat the greenback was issued on the promise that it would be redeemed with gold atthat the greenback was issued on the promise that it would be redeemed with gold atthat the greenback was issued on the promise that it would be redeemed with gold at

US$35 per ounce.  The United States then went back on this promise more than 10 yearsUS$35 per ounce.  The United States then went back on this promise more than 10 yearsUS$35 per ounce.  The United States then went back on this promise more than 10 yearsUS$35 per ounce.  The United States then went back on this promise more than 10 years

ago.  The system was abolished.  That already showed the United States' moral andago.  The system was abolished.  That already showed the United States' moral andago.  The system was abolished.  That already showed the United States' moral andago.  The system was abolished.  That already showed the United States' moral and

spiritual irresponsibility.spiritual irresponsibility.spiritual irresponsibility.spiritual irresponsibility.

The United States is now using preferential tax rates as The United States is now using preferential tax rates as The United States is now using preferential tax rates as The United States is now using preferential tax rates as a political weapon.  Thisa political weapon.  Thisa political weapon.  Thisa political weapon.  This

is in violation of the GATT and of the principles of free trade.  We the people ofis in violation of the GATT and of the principles of free trade.  We the people ofis in violation of the GATT and of the principles of free trade.  We the people ofis in violation of the GATT and of the principles of free trade.  We the people of

Hong Kong have the responsibility and are in a qualified position to make a solemnHong Kong have the responsibility and are in a qualified position to make a solemnHong Kong have the responsibility and are in a qualified position to make a solemnHong Kong have the responsibility and are in a qualified position to make a solemn



statement to the United States.  We are qualified because Hong Kong practises thestatement to the United States.  We are qualified because Hong Kong practises thestatement to the United States.  We are qualified because Hong Kong practises thestatement to the United States.  We are qualified because Hong Kong practises the

freest trade which is very much in line with the GATT's requirements.freest trade which is very much in line with the GATT's requirements.freest trade which is very much in line with the GATT's requirements.freest trade which is very much in line with the GATT's requirements.

Today's motion, strictly speaking, is not moved out of self-serving purpose.  ItToday's motion, strictly speaking, is not moved out of self-serving purpose.  ItToday's motion, strictly speaking, is not moved out of self-serving purpose.  ItToday's motion, strictly speaking, is not moved out of self-serving purpose.  It

represents our international moral obligation.  The relationship between Hong Kongrepresents our international moral obligation.  The relationship between Hong Kongrepresents our international moral obligation.  The relationship between Hong Kongrepresents our international moral obligation.  The relationship between Hong Kong

and China today can be described as one in which China is of service to Hong Kong.and China today can be described as one in which China is of service to Hong Kong.and China today can be described as one in which China is of service to Hong Kong.and China today can be described as one in which China is of service to Hong Kong.

Should any harm come to China, Hong Kong cannot look on unconcerned.  If the UnitedShould any harm come to China, Hong Kong cannot look on unconcerned.  If the UnitedShould any harm come to China, Hong Kong cannot look on unconcerned.  If the UnitedShould any harm come to China, Hong Kong cannot look on unconcerned.  If the United

States should attach any condition to the renewal of MFN status for China, this wouldStates should attach any condition to the renewal of MFN status for China, this wouldStates should attach any condition to the renewal of MFN status for China, this wouldStates should attach any condition to the renewal of MFN status for China, this would

be disadvantageous to China, the United States and Hong Kong.  Even the Presidentbe disadvantageous to China, the United States and Hong Kong.  Even the Presidentbe disadvantageous to China, the United States and Hong Kong.  Even the Presidentbe disadvantageous to China, the United States and Hong Kong.  Even the President

of the United States knows this.  Why not then we the Legislative Council Membersof the United States knows this.  Why not then we the Legislative Council Membersof the United States knows this.  Why not then we the Legislative Council Membersof the United States knows this.  Why not then we the Legislative Council Members

of Hong Kong!  I believe that opposing unconditionality is tantamount to disregardingof Hong Kong!  I believe that opposing unconditionality is tantamount to disregardingof Hong Kong!  I believe that opposing unconditionality is tantamount to disregardingof Hong Kong!  I believe that opposing unconditionality is tantamount to disregarding

the interests of Hong Kong.  As legislators, we must think about it very carefully.the interests of Hong Kong.  As legislators, we must think about it very carefully.the interests of Hong Kong.  As legislators, we must think about it very carefully.the interests of Hong Kong.  As legislators, we must think about it very carefully.

This is because a law may be made in the future to provide that all Legislative CouncilThis is because a law may be made in the future to provide that all Legislative CouncilThis is because a law may be made in the future to provide that all Legislative CouncilThis is because a law may be made in the future to provide that all Legislative Council

Members who disregard the interests of Hong Kong must "alight from the through train."Members who disregard the interests of Hong Kong must "alight from the through train."Members who disregard the interests of Hong Kong must "alight from the through train."Members who disregard the interests of Hong Kong must "alight from the through train."

As faAs faAs faAs far as the controversial issue of human rights is concerned, I would like tor as the controversial issue of human rights is concerned, I would like tor as the controversial issue of human rights is concerned, I would like tor as the controversial issue of human rights is concerned, I would like to

take this opportunity to reiterate that, as a matter of principle, one should nottake this opportunity to reiterate that, as a matter of principle, one should nottake this opportunity to reiterate that, as a matter of principle, one should nottake this opportunity to reiterate that, as a matter of principle, one should not

expect of China in the same way that one expects of European and American countries.expect of China in the same way that one expects of European and American countries.expect of China in the same way that one expects of European and American countries.expect of China in the same way that one expects of European and American countries.

This is because: (1) National characteristics are different.  In European andThis is because: (1) National characteristics are different.  In European andThis is because: (1) National characteristics are different.  In European andThis is because: (1) National characteristics are different.  In European and

American countries, a person's family name comes at the end of his first name.  AAmerican countries, a person's family name comes at the end of his first name.  AAmerican countries, a person's family name comes at the end of his first name.  AAmerican countries, a person's family name comes at the end of his first name.  A

Chinese's family name comes at the beginning of his full name.  (2) European andChinese's family name comes at the beginning of his full name.  (2) European andChinese's family name comes at the beginning of his full name.  (2) European andChinese's family name comes at the beginning of his full name.  (2) European and

American countries are generally in a better economic situation.  There, an averageAmerican countries are generally in a better economic situation.  There, an averageAmerican countries are generally in a better economic situation.  There, an averageAmerican countries are generally in a better economic situation.  There, an average

of one or two persons own a motor vehicle.  The average Chinese does not even ownof one or two persons own a motor vehicle.  The average Chinese does not even ownof one or two persons own a motor vehicle.  The average Chinese does not even ownof one or two persons own a motor vehicle.  The average Chinese does not even own

a bicycle.  This is the economic difference.  (3) The United States was able to senda bicycle.  This is the economic difference.  (3) The United States was able to senda bicycle.  This is the economic difference.  (3) The United States was able to senda bicycle.  This is the economic difference.  (3) The United States was able to send

troops openly to arrest the President of Panama and to kidnap Mexicans in Mexico sotroops openly to arrest the President of Panama and to kidnap Mexicans in Mexico sotroops openly to arrest the President of Panama and to kidnap Mexicans in Mexico sotroops openly to arrest the President of Panama and to kidnap Mexicans in Mexico so

that they might be brought to the United States to stand trial.  So far, China hasthat they might be brought to the United States to stand trial.  So far, China hasthat they might be brought to the United States to stand trial.  So far, China hasthat they might be brought to the United States to stand trial.  So far, China has

done nothing more than giving refuge to Prince SIHANOUK of Cambodia.  (4) The Uniteddone nothing more than giving refuge to Prince SIHANOUK of Cambodia.  (4) The Uniteddone nothing more than giving refuge to Prince SIHANOUK of Cambodia.  (4) The Uniteddone nothing more than giving refuge to Prince SIHANOUK of Cambodia.  (4) The United

States allows itself to conduct nuclear tests and sell arms but criticize otherStates allows itself to conduct nuclear tests and sell arms but criticize otherStates allows itself to conduct nuclear tests and sell arms but criticize otherStates allows itself to conduct nuclear tests and sell arms but criticize other

countries for doing so.  This is simply very unfair.  The above being the differences,countries for doing so.  This is simply very unfair.  The above being the differences,countries for doing so.  This is simply very unfair.  The above being the differences,countries for doing so.  This is simply very unfair.  The above being the differences,

how can we expect a universal human rights standards?  How can the human rights issuehow can we expect a universal human rights standards?  How can the human rights issuehow can we expect a universal human rights standards?  How can the human rights issuehow can we expect a universal human rights standards?  How can the human rights issue

be used as a weapon?be used as a weapon?be used as a weapon?be used as a weapon?

Mr Deputy PresideMr Deputy PresideMr Deputy PresideMr Deputy President, as Legislative Council Members, our most important job isnt, as Legislative Council Members, our most important job isnt, as Legislative Council Members, our most important job isnt, as Legislative Council Members, our most important job is

to be responsible to the people of Hong Kong.  If we violate this principle, how canto be responsible to the people of Hong Kong.  If we violate this principle, how canto be responsible to the people of Hong Kong.  If we violate this principle, how canto be responsible to the people of Hong Kong.  If we violate this principle, how can

we strive for a better tomorrow in the global scene?we strive for a better tomorrow in the global scene?we strive for a better tomorrow in the global scene?we strive for a better tomorrow in the global scene?

Mr Deputy President, I unconditionally support Mr VincMr Deputy President, I unconditionally support Mr VincMr Deputy President, I unconditionally support Mr VincMr Deputy President, I unconditionally support Mr Vincent CHENG's motion.ent CHENG's motion.ent CHENG's motion.ent CHENG's motion.



MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think that the subject matterMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think that the subject matterMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think that the subject matterMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I think that the subject matter

of today's motion debate is a little bit inappropriate.  This is the election yearof today's motion debate is a little bit inappropriate.  This is the election yearof today's motion debate is a little bit inappropriate.  This is the election yearof today's motion debate is a little bit inappropriate.  This is the election year

in the United States.  In presidential election years, there are always people whoin the United States.  In presidential election years, there are always people whoin the United States.  In presidential election years, there are always people whoin the United States.  In presidential election years, there are always people who

raise issues for debate, discussion and exploitation.  It is inappropriate for usraise issues for debate, discussion and exploitation.  It is inappropriate for usraise issues for debate, discussion and exploitation.  It is inappropriate for usraise issues for debate, discussion and exploitation.  It is inappropriate for us

to get ourselves involved in some of the election politics.  Also, as Prof Edwardto get ourselves involved in some of the election politics.  Also, as Prof Edwardto get ourselves involved in some of the election politics.  Also, as Prof Edwardto get ourselves involved in some of the election politics.  Also, as Prof Edward

CHEN noted a moment ago, Sino-American dispute in the economic area may become aCHEN noted a moment ago, Sino-American dispute in the economic area may become aCHEN noted a moment ago, Sino-American dispute in the economic area may become aCHEN noted a moment ago, Sino-American dispute in the economic area may become a

whirlpool in the present debate.  I think that we should stay out of it.whirlpool in the present debate.  I think that we should stay out of it.whirlpool in the present debate.  I think that we should stay out of it.whirlpool in the present debate.  I think that we should stay out of it.

The original motion, in effect, urges the Government to ask the United StatesThe original motion, in effect, urges the Government to ask the United StatesThe original motion, in effect, urges the Government to ask the United StatesThe original motion, in effect, urges the Government to ask the United States

Government to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China unconditionally.  IGovernment to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China unconditionally.  IGovernment to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China unconditionally.  IGovernment to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China unconditionally.  I

know that the Government has been doing something about this matter all along, withknow that the Government has been doing something about this matter all along, withknow that the Government has been doing something about this matter all along, withknow that the Government has been doing something about this matter all along, with

results that are not bad.  Therefore, with or without this debate, the Governmentresults that are not bad.  Therefore, with or without this debate, the Governmentresults that are not bad.  Therefore, with or without this debate, the Governmentresults that are not bad.  Therefore, with or without this debate, the Government

is certainly going to continue its effort.  In other words, it makes no big differenceis certainly going to continue its effort.  In other words, it makes no big differenceis certainly going to continue its effort.  In other words, it makes no big differenceis certainly going to continue its effort.  In other words, it makes no big difference

whether we have this motion debate or not.  Now we have this motion and the resultwhether we have this motion debate or not.  Now we have this motion and the resultwhether we have this motion debate or not.  Now we have this motion and the resultwhether we have this motion debate or not.  Now we have this motion and the result

is yet another factional heated debate among two or three political groups in thisis yet another factional heated debate among two or three political groups in thisis yet another factional heated debate among two or three political groups in thisis yet another factional heated debate among two or three political groups in this

Council.  I think that this is entirely inappropriate.Council.  I think that this is entirely inappropriate.Council.  I think that this is entirely inappropriate.Council.  I think that this is entirely inappropriate.

I believe that some Members have already said aI believe that some Members have already said aI believe that some Members have already said aI believe that some Members have already said a lot about how important the MFN lot about how important the MFN lot about how important the MFN lot about how important the MFN

issue is for the people of Hong Kong and for China's economy and people.  I will notissue is for the people of Hong Kong and for China's economy and people.  I will notissue is for the people of Hong Kong and for China's economy and people.  I will notissue is for the people of Hong Kong and for China's economy and people.  I will not

repeat, although these points are contained in the text of my prepared speech.repeat, although these points are contained in the text of my prepared speech.repeat, although these points are contained in the text of my prepared speech.repeat, although these points are contained in the text of my prepared speech.

However, I do wish to point out a matter in another area, specifically the matterHowever, I do wish to point out a matter in another area, specifically the matterHowever, I do wish to point out a matter in another area, specifically the matterHowever, I do wish to point out a matter in another area, specifically the matter

of political development, which I believe, has been taught by lecturers to those ofof political development, which I believe, has been taught by lecturers to those ofof political development, which I believe, has been taught by lecturers to those ofof political development, which I believe, has been taught by lecturers to those of

us who are graduates of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in our college days.  Ius who are graduates of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in our college days.  Ius who are graduates of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in our college days.  Ius who are graduates of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in our college days.  I

wish to share what I have been taught with you.  I hope that you will not accuse mewish to share what I have been taught with you.  I hope that you will not accuse mewish to share what I have been taught with you.  I hope that you will not accuse mewish to share what I have been taught with you.  I hope that you will not accuse me

of giving a lecture.of giving a lecture.of giving a lecture.of giving a lecture.

When we of the Hong Kong Association for Democracy and People's LivelihoodWhen we of the Hong Kong Association for Democracy and People's LivelihoodWhen we of the Hong Kong Association for Democracy and People's LivelihoodWhen we of the Hong Kong Association for Democracy and People's Livelihood

discussed the issue within our own Legislative Council Member's working group, twodiscussed the issue within our own Legislative Council Member's working group, twodiscussed the issue within our own Legislative Council Member's working group, twodiscussed the issue within our own Legislative Council Member's working group, two

different views were expressed.  One was that no condition should be attached to thedifferent views were expressed.  One was that no condition should be attached to thedifferent views were expressed.  One was that no condition should be attached to thedifferent views were expressed.  One was that no condition should be attached to the

renewal of MFN status.  Three reasons were given:renewal of MFN status.  Three reasons were given:renewal of MFN status.  Three reasons were given:renewal of MFN status.  Three reasons were given:

Firstly, democracy and human rights do not come with birth.  They need to beFirstly, democracy and human rights do not come with birth.  They need to beFirstly, democracy and human rights do not come with birth.  They need to beFirstly, democracy and human rights do not come with birth.  They need to be

learnt.  As many in Hong Kong say, there is a need for education on democracy andlearnt.  As many in Hong Kong say, there is a need for education on democracy andlearnt.  As many in Hong Kong say, there is a need for education on democracy andlearnt.  As many in Hong Kong say, there is a need for education on democracy and

human rights.  Therefore, if we wish to see China to have this kind of democracy,human rights.  Therefore, if we wish to see China to have this kind of democracy,human rights.  Therefore, if we wish to see China to have this kind of democracy,human rights.  Therefore, if we wish to see China to have this kind of democracy,

perhaps China will need to go through the same process of learning.  This is becauseperhaps China will need to go through the same process of learning.  This is becauseperhaps China will need to go through the same process of learning.  This is becauseperhaps China will need to go through the same process of learning.  This is because

Western-style democracy basically did not exist in the Chinese nation or in ChineseWestern-style democracy basically did not exist in the Chinese nation or in ChineseWestern-style democracy basically did not exist in the Chinese nation or in ChineseWestern-style democracy basically did not exist in the Chinese nation or in Chinese

culture.  If we wish China to accept what they are not given a chance to learn, thenculture.  If we wish China to accept what they are not given a chance to learn, thenculture.  If we wish China to accept what they are not given a chance to learn, thenculture.  If we wish China to accept what they are not given a chance to learn, then

what are we asking them to accept?what are we asking them to accept?what are we asking them to accept?what are we asking them to accept?



Secondly, democracy and human rights cannot exist without certain socialSecondly, democracy and human rights cannot exist without certain socialSecondly, democracy and human rights cannot exist without certain socialSecondly, democracy and human rights cannot exist without certain social

conditions.  The matter with democracy and human rights is that we cannot conjureconditions.  The matter with democracy and human rights is that we cannot conjureconditions.  The matter with democracy and human rights is that we cannot conjureconditions.  The matter with democracy and human rights is that we cannot conjure

them up.  Western scholars have surveyed 120 countries particularly those democraticthem up.  Western scholars have surveyed 120 countries particularly those democraticthem up.  Western scholars have surveyed 120 countries particularly those democraticthem up.  Western scholars have surveyed 120 countries particularly those democratic

countries enjoying greater social stability to find out about the state of democracycountries enjoying greater social stability to find out about the state of democracycountries enjoying greater social stability to find out about the state of democracycountries enjoying greater social stability to find out about the state of democracy

in them.  "Stability" in this context refers to the relative absence of war and civilin them.  "Stability" in this context refers to the relative absence of war and civilin them.  "Stability" in this context refers to the relative absence of war and civilin them.  "Stability" in this context refers to the relative absence of war and civil

strife.  It is found that four basic factors exist in those democratic countries:strife.  It is found that four basic factors exist in those democratic countries:strife.  It is found that four basic factors exist in those democratic countries:strife.  It is found that four basic factors exist in those democratic countries:

(1) A higher literacy rate, meaning that the people are better educated.  (2) A more(1) A higher literacy rate, meaning that the people are better educated.  (2) A more(1) A higher literacy rate, meaning that the people are better educated.  (2) A more(1) A higher literacy rate, meaning that the people are better educated.  (2) A more

efficient communication network which includes telecommunications, television andefficient communication network which includes telecommunications, television andefficient communication network which includes telecommunications, television andefficient communication network which includes telecommunications, television and

the media.  (3) A higher living standard, meaning that the people have motor vehicles,the media.  (3) A higher living standard, meaning that the people have motor vehicles,the media.  (3) A higher living standard, meaning that the people have motor vehicles,the media.  (3) A higher living standard, meaning that the people have motor vehicles,

air conditioners, telephones and refrigerators.  (4) A fairly large middle class.air conditioners, telephones and refrigerators.  (4) A fairly large middle class.air conditioners, telephones and refrigerators.  (4) A fairly large middle class.air conditioners, telephones and refrigerators.  (4) A fairly large middle class.

In other words, the countries where these four conditions exist are more democraticIn other words, the countries where these four conditions exist are more democraticIn other words, the countries where these four conditions exist are more democraticIn other words, the countries where these four conditions exist are more democratic

and socially more stable.and socially more stable.and socially more stable.and socially more stable.

I will now go back to conditions in China.  Which dynasties in Chinese historyI will now go back to conditions in China.  Which dynasties in Chinese historyI will now go back to conditions in China.  Which dynasties in Chinese historyI will now go back to conditions in China.  Which dynasties in Chinese history

paid the greatest attention to benevolence, righteousness, propriety and learning?paid the greatest attention to benevolence, righteousness, propriety and learning?paid the greatest attention to benevolence, righteousness, propriety and learning?paid the greatest attention to benevolence, righteousness, propriety and learning?

If we have studied history, we know that they were the Tang Era, the Yu Era, the XiaIf we have studied history, we know that they were the Tang Era, the Yu Era, the XiaIf we have studied history, we know that they were the Tang Era, the Yu Era, the XiaIf we have studied history, we know that they were the Tang Era, the Yu Era, the Xia

Era, the Shang Era, the Zhou Era, the Han Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty.  Wars wereEra, the Shang Era, the Zhou Era, the Han Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty.  Wars wereEra, the Shang Era, the Zhou Era, the Han Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty.  Wars wereEra, the Shang Era, the Zhou Era, the Han Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty.  Wars were

incessant during the other times, such as the Spring and Autumn Period, the Periodincessant during the other times, such as the Spring and Autumn Period, the Periodincessant during the other times, such as the Spring and Autumn Period, the Periodincessant during the other times, such as the Spring and Autumn Period, the Period

of Warring States, the Wei Dynasty, the Jin Dynasty, the North and South Dynasty,of Warring States, the Wei Dynasty, the Jin Dynasty, the North and South Dynasty,of Warring States, the Wei Dynasty, the Jin Dynasty, the North and South Dynasty,of Warring States, the Wei Dynasty, the Jin Dynasty, the North and South Dynasty,

the Song Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty.  Thus,the Song Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty.  Thus,the Song Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty.  Thus,the Song Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty.  Thus,

when social stability was at stake, it was difficult to promote benevolence,when social stability was at stake, it was difficult to promote benevolence,when social stability was at stake, it was difficult to promote benevolence,when social stability was at stake, it was difficult to promote benevolence,

righteousness, propriety and learning.  The same was true in the West as it was inrighteousness, propriety and learning.  The same was true in the West as it was inrighteousness, propriety and learning.  The same was true in the West as it was inrighteousness, propriety and learning.  The same was true in the West as it was in

China.  Therefore, if China is to be properous and strong and to have a civilized,China.  Therefore, if China is to be properous and strong and to have a civilized,China.  Therefore, if China is to be properous and strong and to have a civilized,China.  Therefore, if China is to be properous and strong and to have a civilized,

democratic and free society, it must begin by building a stable and sound economicdemocratic and free society, it must begin by building a stable and sound economicdemocratic and free society, it must begin by building a stable and sound economicdemocratic and free society, it must begin by building a stable and sound economic

base.  After the economic base is firmly laid down, it will necessitate thebase.  After the economic base is firmly laid down, it will necessitate thebase.  After the economic base is firmly laid down, it will necessitate thebase.  After the economic base is firmly laid down, it will necessitate the

establishment of a political structure that matches the changed economic base.  Andestablishment of a political structure that matches the changed economic base.  Andestablishment of a political structure that matches the changed economic base.  Andestablishment of a political structure that matches the changed economic base.  And

it takes time to build this matching political structure.it takes time to build this matching political structure.it takes time to build this matching political structure.it takes time to build this matching political structure.

Thirdly, a country need to learn about democracy and human rights before acceptingThirdly, a country need to learn about democracy and human rights before acceptingThirdly, a country need to learn about democracy and human rights before acceptingThirdly, a country need to learn about democracy and human rights before accepting

them.  Democracy and human rights cannot be forced on it.  To use a bait to lure itthem.  Democracy and human rights cannot be forced on it.  To use a bait to lure itthem.  Democracy and human rights cannot be forced on it.  To use a bait to lure itthem.  Democracy and human rights cannot be forced on it.  To use a bait to lure it

into accepting democracy and human rights will be worse; it may be dangerous.into accepting democracy and human rights will be worse; it may be dangerous.into accepting democracy and human rights will be worse; it may be dangerous.into accepting democracy and human rights will be worse; it may be dangerous.

Therefore, we think that, on the human rights issue, the United States can talk thingsTherefore, we think that, on the human rights issue, the United States can talk thingsTherefore, we think that, on the human rights issue, the United States can talk thingsTherefore, we think that, on the human rights issue, the United States can talk things

over with China.  The people of Hong Kong, too, can make proposals to China.  Theyover with China.  The people of Hong Kong, too, can make proposals to China.  Theyover with China.  The people of Hong Kong, too, can make proposals to China.  Theyover with China.  The people of Hong Kong, too, can make proposals to China.  They

can even censure China, demonstrate in the streets, file petitions or even lodgecan even censure China, demonstrate in the streets, file petitions or even lodgecan even censure China, demonstrate in the streets, file petitions or even lodgecan even censure China, demonstrate in the streets, file petitions or even lodge

protests with New China News Agency.  However, the MFN issue must not be used as aprotests with New China News Agency.  However, the MFN issue must not be used as aprotests with New China News Agency.  However, the MFN issue must not be used as aprotests with New China News Agency.  However, the MFN issue must not be used as a

threat or a bait.  This reminds me of marriage.  (Marriage comes to mind probablythreat or a bait.  This reminds me of marriage.  (Marriage comes to mind probablythreat or a bait.  This reminds me of marriage.  (Marriage comes to mind probablythreat or a bait.  This reminds me of marriage.  (Marriage comes to mind probably

because I got married recently.) Marriage is a covenant.  Both parties must have lovebecause I got married recently.) Marriage is a covenant.  Both parties must have lovebecause I got married recently.) Marriage is a covenant.  Both parties must have lovebecause I got married recently.) Marriage is a covenant.  Both parties must have love



and must be willing.  If a couple gets married because they are forced to, the resultand must be willing.  If a couple gets married because they are forced to, the resultand must be willing.  If a couple gets married because they are forced to, the resultand must be willing.  If a couple gets married because they are forced to, the result

will not be good in the long run.  The marriage may even break up.will not be good in the long run.  The marriage may even break up.will not be good in the long run.  The marriage may even break up.will not be good in the long run.  The marriage may even break up.

EEEExactly half of the members of the Legislative Council Member's working groupxactly half of the members of the Legislative Council Member's working groupxactly half of the members of the Legislative Council Member's working groupxactly half of the members of the Legislative Council Member's working group

of our Association were opposed to the above view.  They think that attachingof our Association were opposed to the above view.  They think that attachingof our Association were opposed to the above view.  They think that attachingof our Association were opposed to the above view.  They think that attaching

conditions to MFN status renewal, especially attaching a condition about an improvedconditions to MFN status renewal, especially attaching a condition about an improvedconditions to MFN status renewal, especially attaching a condition about an improvedconditions to MFN status renewal, especially attaching a condition about an improved

human rights record, will be good.  Their reasons are: Firstly, human rightshuman rights record, will be good.  Their reasons are: Firstly, human rightshuman rights record, will be good.  Their reasons are: Firstly, human rightshuman rights record, will be good.  Their reasons are: Firstly, human rights

transcend national boundaries.  Secondly, human rights are very lacking but very muchtranscend national boundaries.  Secondly, human rights are very lacking but very muchtranscend national boundaries.  Secondly, human rights are very lacking but very muchtranscend national boundaries.  Secondly, human rights are very lacking but very much

needed in China.  Thirdly, Chinese leaders must be made to understand the importanceneeded in China.  Thirdly, Chinese leaders must be made to understand the importanceneeded in China.  Thirdly, Chinese leaders must be made to understand the importanceneeded in China.  Thirdly, Chinese leaders must be made to understand the importance

of human rights.  As for myself, I remember that, when the issue came up for discussionof human rights.  As for myself, I remember that, when the issue came up for discussionof human rights.  As for myself, I remember that, when the issue came up for discussionof human rights.  As for myself, I remember that, when the issue came up for discussion

at an in-house meeting last time, I cast a "yes" vote without having consulted withat an in-house meeting last time, I cast a "yes" vote without having consulted withat an in-house meeting last time, I cast a "yes" vote without having consulted withat an in-house meeting last time, I cast a "yes" vote without having consulted with

our Association in advance.  I thought that I could do so because, for the reasonsour Association in advance.  I thought that I could do so because, for the reasonsour Association in advance.  I thought that I could do so because, for the reasonsour Association in advance.  I thought that I could do so because, for the reasons

described above, I was in favour of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.described above, I was in favour of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.described above, I was in favour of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.described above, I was in favour of unconditional renewal of MFN status for China.

However, after consulting with the Association, I found that exactly half of themHowever, after consulting with the Association, I found that exactly half of themHowever, after consulting with the Association, I found that exactly half of themHowever, after consulting with the Association, I found that exactly half of them

were in favour and half against.  Neither half could prevail over the other half.were in favour and half against.  Neither half could prevail over the other half.were in favour and half against.  Neither half could prevail over the other half.were in favour and half against.  Neither half could prevail over the other half.

Therefore, I will abstain from voting on either the motion or the amendment.  ThereTherefore, I will abstain from voting on either the motion or the amendment.  ThereTherefore, I will abstain from voting on either the motion or the amendment.  ThereTherefore, I will abstain from voting on either the motion or the amendment.  There

is an even split within the Legislative Council Member's working group of ouris an even split within the Legislative Council Member's working group of ouris an even split within the Legislative Council Member's working group of ouris an even split within the Legislative Council Member's working group of our

Association.  But it is clear to me that the 10 of us of our Association will notAssociation.  But it is clear to me that the 10 of us of our Association will notAssociation.  But it is clear to me that the 10 of us of our Association will notAssociation.  But it is clear to me that the 10 of us of our Association will not

break up because of our differences.  We all know that we are indelibly andbreak up because of our differences.  We all know that we are indelibly andbreak up because of our differences.  We all know that we are indelibly andbreak up because of our differences.  We all know that we are indelibly and

inseparably linked to Hong Kong and China.  We are all Chinese.  We would like toinseparably linked to Hong Kong and China.  We are all Chinese.  We would like toinseparably linked to Hong Kong and China.  We are all Chinese.  We would like toinseparably linked to Hong Kong and China.  We are all Chinese.  We would like to

see a prosperous and strong China.  We would like China to be civilized.  We wouldsee a prosperous and strong China.  We would like China to be civilized.  We wouldsee a prosperous and strong China.  We would like China to be civilized.  We wouldsee a prosperous and strong China.  We would like China to be civilized.  We would

like to see a democratic China.  But we are also Hong Kong people.  We wish Hong Konglike to see a democratic China.  But we are also Hong Kong people.  We wish Hong Konglike to see a democratic China.  But we are also Hong Kong people.  We wish Hong Konglike to see a democratic China.  But we are also Hong Kong people.  We wish Hong Kong

to remain stable and prosperous and to become a model Chinese society with democracyto remain stable and prosperous and to become a model Chinese society with democracyto remain stable and prosperous and to become a model Chinese society with democracyto remain stable and prosperous and to become a model Chinese society with democracy

and freedom, with the rule of law and with self-government.  We think that we cannotand freedom, with the rule of law and with self-government.  We think that we cannotand freedom, with the rule of law and with self-government.  We think that we cannotand freedom, with the rule of law and with self-government.  We think that we cannot

have this model society without you, nor can you have it without us.  The issue hashave this model society without you, nor can you have it without us.  The issue hashave this model society without you, nor can you have it without us.  The issue hashave this model society without you, nor can you have it without us.  The issue has

not caused us to break up.  I very much hope that this information about how ournot caused us to break up.  I very much hope that this information about how ournot caused us to break up.  I very much hope that this information about how ournot caused us to break up.  I very much hope that this information about how our

Association handles our internal differences will be of use to Members of this Council,Association handles our internal differences will be of use to Members of this Council,Association handles our internal differences will be of use to Members of this Council,Association handles our internal differences will be of use to Members of this Council,

whether you agree or disagree about the motion.  Thank you.whether you agree or disagree about the motion.  Thank you.whether you agree or disagree about the motion.  Thank you.whether you agree or disagree about the motion.  Thank you.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment moved by theDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment moved by theDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment moved by theDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the amendment moved by the

Honourable HUANG Chen-ya today sends a very clear human rights signal.  We can sitHonourable HUANG Chen-ya today sends a very clear human rights signal.  We can sitHonourable HUANG Chen-ya today sends a very clear human rights signal.  We can sitHonourable HUANG Chen-ya today sends a very clear human rights signal.  We can sit

here and talk about anything.  We can criticize our Government or the governmentshere and talk about anything.  We can criticize our Government or the governmentshere and talk about anything.  We can criticize our Government or the governmentshere and talk about anything.  We can criticize our Government or the governments

of other countries without fear of being charged with counter-revolutionary crimes.of other countries without fear of being charged with counter-revolutionary crimes.of other countries without fear of being charged with counter-revolutionary crimes.of other countries without fear of being charged with counter-revolutionary crimes.

I believe that, if a motion like the present one should be moved after 1997, and ifI believe that, if a motion like the present one should be moved after 1997, and ifI believe that, if a motion like the present one should be moved after 1997, and ifI believe that, if a motion like the present one should be moved after 1997, and if

Dr HUANG should move a similar amendment, he would not only be ridiculed and cursedDr HUANG should move a similar amendment, he would not only be ridiculed and cursedDr HUANG should move a similar amendment, he would not only be ridiculed and cursedDr HUANG should move a similar amendment, he would not only be ridiculed and cursed

but perhaps also be "made a few inches shorter" (with his head cut off).  It is nobut perhaps also be "made a few inches shorter" (with his head cut off).  It is nobut perhaps also be "made a few inches shorter" (with his head cut off).  It is nobut perhaps also be "made a few inches shorter" (with his head cut off).  It is no

wonder that some people say that we, taking our good fortune for granted, do notwonder that some people say that we, taking our good fortune for granted, do notwonder that some people say that we, taking our good fortune for granted, do notwonder that some people say that we, taking our good fortune for granted, do not



realize how fortunate we are.  We are enjoying some human rights, the kinds of humanrealize how fortunate we are.  We are enjoying some human rights, the kinds of humanrealize how fortunate we are.  We are enjoying some human rights, the kinds of humanrealize how fortunate we are.  We are enjoying some human rights, the kinds of human

rights that are denied to our more than one billion compatriots.rights that are denied to our more than one billion compatriots.rights that are denied to our more than one billion compatriots.rights that are denied to our more than one billion compatriots.

I am both appreciative and envious of Mr Vincent CHENG for moving this particularI am both appreciative and envious of Mr Vincent CHENG for moving this particularI am both appreciative and envious of Mr Vincent CHENG for moving this particularI am both appreciative and envious of Mr Vincent CHENG for moving this particular

motion.  I appreciate his concern for the living standards of our compatriots in Chinamotion.  I appreciate his concern for the living standards of our compatriots in Chinamotion.  I appreciate his concern for the living standards of our compatriots in Chinamotion.  I appreciate his concern for the living standards of our compatriots in China

and of the people of Hong Kong.  I envy him for being still so innocent and naiveand of the people of Hong Kong.  I envy him for being still so innocent and naiveand of the people of Hong Kong.  I envy him for being still so innocent and naiveand of the people of Hong Kong.  I envy him for being still so innocent and naive

despite his age.  However, I feel that, in asking China to improve its human rightsdespite his age.  However, I feel that, in asking China to improve its human rightsdespite his age.  However, I feel that, in asking China to improve its human rightsdespite his age.  However, I feel that, in asking China to improve its human rights

record, I myself am sometimes as innocent and naive as Mr Vincent CHENG.  Why do Irecord, I myself am sometimes as innocent and naive as Mr Vincent CHENG.  Why do Irecord, I myself am sometimes as innocent and naive as Mr Vincent CHENG.  Why do Irecord, I myself am sometimes as innocent and naive as Mr Vincent CHENG.  Why do I

think that Mr Vincent CHENG is innocent and naive?  Let us think.  If we have a scalethink that Mr Vincent CHENG is innocent and naive?  Let us think.  If we have a scalethink that Mr Vincent CHENG is innocent and naive?  Let us think.  If we have a scalethink that Mr Vincent CHENG is innocent and naive?  Let us think.  If we have a scale

for measuring importance, how important are the interests of the people of Hong Kongfor measuring importance, how important are the interests of the people of Hong Kongfor measuring importance, how important are the interests of the people of Hong Kongfor measuring importance, how important are the interests of the people of Hong Kong

in the eyes of American politicians?  How important are the interests of the Chinesein the eyes of American politicians?  How important are the interests of the Chinesein the eyes of American politicians?  How important are the interests of the Chinesein the eyes of American politicians?  How important are the interests of the Chinese

people in the eyes of American politicians?  Every country is bound to put its ownpeople in the eyes of American politicians?  Every country is bound to put its ownpeople in the eyes of American politicians?  Every country is bound to put its ownpeople in the eyes of American politicians?  Every country is bound to put its own

interests first in foreign policy matters.  We cannot imagine that the Americaninterests first in foreign policy matters.  We cannot imagine that the Americaninterests first in foreign policy matters.  We cannot imagine that the Americaninterests first in foreign policy matters.  We cannot imagine that the American

Government is an exception.  If renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for ChinaGovernment is an exception.  If renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for ChinaGovernment is an exception.  If renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for ChinaGovernment is an exception.  If renewal of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China

does not do the United States a bit of good, the Hong Kong Government and all of usdoes not do the United States a bit of good, the Hong Kong Government and all of usdoes not do the United States a bit of good, the Hong Kong Government and all of usdoes not do the United States a bit of good, the Hong Kong Government and all of us

Legislative Council Members might kneel on the ground and kow-tow and the AmericanLegislative Council Members might kneel on the ground and kow-tow and the AmericanLegislative Council Members might kneel on the ground and kow-tow and the AmericanLegislative Council Members might kneel on the ground and kow-tow and the American

Government would still turn a blind eye.  Of course, interests can be of differentGovernment would still turn a blind eye.  Of course, interests can be of differentGovernment would still turn a blind eye.  Of course, interests can be of differentGovernment would still turn a blind eye.  Of course, interests can be of different

kinds.  There are economic interests, political interests, cultural interests andkinds.  There are economic interests, political interests, cultural interests andkinds.  There are economic interests, political interests, cultural interests andkinds.  There are economic interests, political interests, cultural interests and

so forth.so forth.so forth.so forth.

What Mr Vincent CHENG's motion refers to are economic interests.  To many peopleWhat Mr Vincent CHENG's motion refers to are economic interests.  To many peopleWhat Mr Vincent CHENG's motion refers to are economic interests.  To many peopleWhat Mr Vincent CHENG's motion refers to are economic interests.  To many people

in this capitalist society, if one does not talk about money, what else is there toin this capitalist society, if one does not talk about money, what else is there toin this capitalist society, if one does not talk about money, what else is there toin this capitalist society, if one does not talk about money, what else is there to

talk about?  Confucius said, "If you are rich and powerful but immoral, you are liketalk about?  Confucius said, "If you are rich and powerful but immoral, you are liketalk about?  Confucius said, "If you are rich and powerful but immoral, you are liketalk about?  Confucius said, "If you are rich and powerful but immoral, you are like

a passing cloud to me." These words make no sense at all to those who look down ona passing cloud to me." These words make no sense at all to those who look down ona passing cloud to me." These words make no sense at all to those who look down ona passing cloud to me." These words make no sense at all to those who look down on

poverty but not on prostitution.poverty but not on prostitution.poverty but not on prostitution.poverty but not on prostitution.

Anybody concerned about China's MFN status must have seen how American lawmakersAnybody concerned about China's MFN status must have seen how American lawmakersAnybody concerned about China's MFN status must have seen how American lawmakersAnybody concerned about China's MFN status must have seen how American lawmakers

used ploys, excuses or justifications to terminate China's MFN status or to attachused ploys, excuses or justifications to terminate China's MFN status or to attachused ploys, excuses or justifications to terminate China's MFN status or to attachused ploys, excuses or justifications to terminate China's MFN status or to attach

conditions to the renewal of this status.  So we hope that the competent authoritiesconditions to the renewal of this status.  So we hope that the competent authoritiesconditions to the renewal of this status.  So we hope that the competent authoritiesconditions to the renewal of this status.  So we hope that the competent authorities

will study the problem and take the right remedial measure just as a physicianwill study the problem and take the right remedial measure just as a physicianwill study the problem and take the right remedial measure just as a physicianwill study the problem and take the right remedial measure just as a physician

diagnoses a disease and prescribes the right medicine.  The one great obstacle facingdiagnoses a disease and prescribes the right medicine.  The one great obstacle facingdiagnoses a disease and prescribes the right medicine.  The one great obstacle facingdiagnoses a disease and prescribes the right medicine.  The one great obstacle facing

China is its far from satisfactory human rights record.  Let me cite a few examplesChina is its far from satisfactory human rights record.  Let me cite a few examplesChina is its far from satisfactory human rights record.  Let me cite a few examplesChina is its far from satisfactory human rights record.  Let me cite a few examples

below.below.below.below.

A 1984 study by American political scientist Stephen SHALOM estimated that, upA 1984 study by American political scientist Stephen SHALOM estimated that, upA 1984 study by American political scientist Stephen SHALOM estimated that, upA 1984 study by American political scientist Stephen SHALOM estimated that, up

to the end of 1970, there were as many as 30 million unjustifiable deaths under theto the end of 1970, there were as many as 30 million unjustifiable deaths under theto the end of 1970, there were as many as 30 million unjustifiable deaths under theto the end of 1970, there were as many as 30 million unjustifiable deaths under the

Chinese Government.  The 30 million figure was the least controversial estimate.Chinese Government.  The 30 million figure was the least controversial estimate.Chinese Government.  The 30 million figure was the least controversial estimate.Chinese Government.  The 30 million figure was the least controversial estimate.

Other estimates went as high as 60 million.  The lowest estimate was between threeOther estimates went as high as 60 million.  The lowest estimate was between threeOther estimates went as high as 60 million.  The lowest estimate was between threeOther estimates went as high as 60 million.  The lowest estimate was between three



million and four million.  Even this equals half of Hong Kong's population.million and four million.  Even this equals half of Hong Kong's population.million and four million.  Even this equals half of Hong Kong's population.million and four million.  Even this equals half of Hong Kong's population.

Mr Harry WOO, who served in a Chinese labour camp for 19  years and who is nowMr Harry WOO, who served in a Chinese labour camp for 19  years and who is nowMr Harry WOO, who served in a Chinese labour camp for 19  years and who is nowMr Harry WOO, who served in a Chinese labour camp for 19  years and who is now

a permanent China researcher of the Hoover Institute of Stanford University in thea permanent China researcher of the Hoover Institute of Stanford University in thea permanent China researcher of the Hoover Institute of Stanford University in thea permanent China researcher of the Hoover Institute of Stanford University in the

United States, made two secret trips back to China in 1991 to find out about China'sUnited States, made two secret trips back to China in 1991 to find out about China'sUnited States, made two secret trips back to China in 1991 to find out about China'sUnited States, made two secret trips back to China in 1991 to find out about China's

labour camps and to find out how China, in open defiance of the international banlabour camps and to find out how China, in open defiance of the international banlabour camps and to find out how China, in open defiance of the international banlabour camps and to find out how China, in open defiance of the international ban

against exports of goods made by convict labour, was massively exporting such goods.against exports of goods made by convict labour, was massively exporting such goods.against exports of goods made by convict labour, was massively exporting such goods.against exports of goods made by convict labour, was massively exporting such goods.

His book The Chinese Gulag ("gulag" means "labour camp") contains statistics basedHis book The Chinese Gulag ("gulag" means "labour camp") contains statistics basedHis book The Chinese Gulag ("gulag" means "labour camp") contains statistics basedHis book The Chinese Gulag ("gulag" means "labour camp") contains statistics based

on official Chinese figures published over the past 40 years.  The truth is that ason official Chinese figures published over the past 40 years.  The truth is that ason official Chinese figures published over the past 40 years.  The truth is that ason official Chinese figures published over the past 40 years.  The truth is that as

many as 20 million of our compatriots in China were sent to labour camps during thesemany as 20 million of our compatriots in China were sent to labour camps during thesemany as 20 million of our compatriots in China were sent to labour camps during thesemany as 20 million of our compatriots in China were sent to labour camps during these

40 years.  According to statistics provided by WOO's own sources, the figure is least40 years.  According to statistics provided by WOO's own sources, the figure is least40 years.  According to statistics provided by WOO's own sources, the figure is least40 years.  According to statistics provided by WOO's own sources, the figure is least

50 million, among whom between 16 million and 20 million are still serving.  It may50 million, among whom between 16 million and 20 million are still serving.  It may50 million, among whom between 16 million and 20 million are still serving.  It may50 million, among whom between 16 million and 20 million are still serving.  It may

be mentioned in passing that, according to statistics published by China, convictbe mentioned in passing that, according to statistics published by China, convictbe mentioned in passing that, according to statistics published by China, convictbe mentioned in passing that, according to statistics published by China, convict

labour has earned 13 billion yuan in foreign exchange for the state by mass-producinglabour has earned 13 billion yuan in foreign exchange for the state by mass-producinglabour has earned 13 billion yuan in foreign exchange for the state by mass-producinglabour has earned 13 billion yuan in foreign exchange for the state by mass-producing

goods for export.goods for export.goods for export.goods for export.

In addition, human rights groups like Amnesty International and Asia Watch haveIn addition, human rights groups like Amnesty International and Asia Watch haveIn addition, human rights groups like Amnesty International and Asia Watch haveIn addition, human rights groups like Amnesty International and Asia Watch have

published a continuous stream of reports pointing out flaws in China's human rightspublished a continuous stream of reports pointing out flaws in China's human rightspublished a continuous stream of reports pointing out flaws in China's human rightspublished a continuous stream of reports pointing out flaws in China's human rights

record.record.record.record.

If there are people who worry that Dr HUANG CheIf there are people who worry that Dr HUANG CheIf there are people who worry that Dr HUANG CheIf there are people who worry that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment motion may inviten-ya's amendment motion may inviten-ya's amendment motion may inviten-ya's amendment motion may invite

charges of "interference in China's internal affairs" and "lack of patriotism," theycharges of "interference in China's internal affairs" and "lack of patriotism," theycharges of "interference in China's internal affairs" and "lack of patriotism," theycharges of "interference in China's internal affairs" and "lack of patriotism," they

may put their minds at ease.  Did Nelson MANDELA of South Africa not go hither andmay put their minds at ease.  Did Nelson MANDELA of South Africa not go hither andmay put their minds at ease.  Did Nelson MANDELA of South Africa not go hither andmay put their minds at ease.  Did Nelson MANDELA of South Africa not go hither and

thither and appeal to countries all over the world to apply economic sanctions againstthither and appeal to countries all over the world to apply economic sanctions againstthither and appeal to countries all over the world to apply economic sanctions againstthither and appeal to countries all over the world to apply economic sanctions against

the South African Government?  Did he not do this for the sake of the human rightsthe South African Government?  Did he not do this for the sake of the human rightsthe South African Government?  Did he not do this for the sake of the human rightsthe South African Government?  Did he not do this for the sake of the human rights

of the blacks in South Africa?  The Chinese Government, too, voiced full support forof the blacks in South Africa?  The Chinese Government, too, voiced full support forof the blacks in South Africa?  The Chinese Government, too, voiced full support forof the blacks in South Africa?  The Chinese Government, too, voiced full support for

MANDELA.  What the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) are doing now is more thanMANDELA.  What the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) are doing now is more thanMANDELA.  What the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) are doing now is more thanMANDELA.  What the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) are doing now is more than

making a strong request to the United States to renew MFN status for China.  Theymaking a strong request to the United States to renew MFN status for China.  Theymaking a strong request to the United States to renew MFN status for China.  Theymaking a strong request to the United States to renew MFN status for China.  They

are also expressing their concern for the basic human rights of our one billionare also expressing their concern for the basic human rights of our one billionare also expressing their concern for the basic human rights of our one billionare also expressing their concern for the basic human rights of our one billion

compatriots.  This does not clash at all with the original motion's expression ofcompatriots.  This does not clash at all with the original motion's expression ofcompatriots.  This does not clash at all with the original motion's expression ofcompatriots.  This does not clash at all with the original motion's expression of

concern for the economic interests of our compatriots.  Instead, it has the effectconcern for the economic interests of our compatriots.  Instead, it has the effectconcern for the economic interests of our compatriots.  Instead, it has the effectconcern for the economic interests of our compatriots.  Instead, it has the effect

of embellishing the original motion.  In addition, we the people of Hong Kong areof embellishing the original motion.  In addition, we the people of Hong Kong areof embellishing the original motion.  In addition, we the people of Hong Kong areof embellishing the original motion.  In addition, we the people of Hong Kong are

always very sincere and warm-hearted in caring for our mother country.  Examples arealways very sincere and warm-hearted in caring for our mother country.  Examples arealways very sincere and warm-hearted in caring for our mother country.  Examples arealways very sincere and warm-hearted in caring for our mother country.  Examples are

relief for the East China flood victims and Project Hope.  China gladly accepted ourrelief for the East China flood victims and Project Hope.  China gladly accepted ourrelief for the East China flood victims and Project Hope.  China gladly accepted ourrelief for the East China flood victims and Project Hope.  China gladly accepted our

help.help.help.help.

Mr Deputy President, we appeal to China to improve its human rights record.  ThisMr Deputy President, we appeal to China to improve its human rights record.  ThisMr Deputy President, we appeal to China to improve its human rights record.  ThisMr Deputy President, we appeal to China to improve its human rights record.  This

will take away the United States excuse for denying MFN status to China.  The matterwill take away the United States excuse for denying MFN status to China.  The matterwill take away the United States excuse for denying MFN status to China.  The matterwill take away the United States excuse for denying MFN status to China.  The matter



here is absolutely not one of "river water encroaching on well water."  Water is water.here is absolutely not one of "river water encroaching on well water."  Water is water.here is absolutely not one of "river water encroaching on well water."  Water is water.here is absolutely not one of "river water encroaching on well water."  Water is water.

There is a saying about "the ocean running deep because it does not reject water fromThere is a saying about "the ocean running deep because it does not reject water fromThere is a saying about "the ocean running deep because it does not reject water fromThere is a saying about "the ocean running deep because it does not reject water from

the small streams." There is no animosity between the two bodies of water.  The UDHK,the small streams." There is no animosity between the two bodies of water.  The UDHK,the small streams." There is no animosity between the two bodies of water.  The UDHK,the small streams." There is no animosity between the two bodies of water.  The UDHK,

the Co-operative Resources Centre and our colleagues in this Council are as one beingthe Co-operative Resources Centre and our colleagues in this Council are as one beingthe Co-operative Resources Centre and our colleagues in this Council are as one beingthe Co-operative Resources Centre and our colleagues in this Council are as one being

concerned about Hong Kong and China.  Mr Deputy President, we Chinese use water toconcerned about Hong Kong and China.  Mr Deputy President, we Chinese use water toconcerned about Hong Kong and China.  Mr Deputy President, we Chinese use water toconcerned about Hong Kong and China.  Mr Deputy President, we Chinese use water to

denote wealth.  The motion and the amended motion today are alike in spirit; bothdenote wealth.  The motion and the amended motion today are alike in spirit; bothdenote wealth.  The motion and the amended motion today are alike in spirit; bothdenote wealth.  The motion and the amended motion today are alike in spirit; both

want wealth to roll in for the people of China and the people of Hong Kong.  Theywant wealth to roll in for the people of China and the people of Hong Kong.  Theywant wealth to roll in for the people of China and the people of Hong Kong.  Theywant wealth to roll in for the people of China and the people of Hong Kong.  They

can be called motions about water.  However, because of this quarrel between twocan be called motions about water.  However, because of this quarrel between twocan be called motions about water.  However, because of this quarrel between twocan be called motions about water.  However, because of this quarrel between two

bodies of water, we see that sparks are flying, coming out of the water.  This isbodies of water, we see that sparks are flying, coming out of the water.  This isbodies of water, we see that sparks are flying, coming out of the water.  This isbodies of water, we see that sparks are flying, coming out of the water.  This is

really amazing.really amazing.really amazing.really amazing.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment

motion which seeks to embellish.motion which seeks to embellish.motion which seeks to embellish.motion which seeks to embellish.

MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, we of Meeting Point think that theMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, we of Meeting Point think that theMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, we of Meeting Point think that theMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, we of Meeting Point think that the

motion debate today basically does not have much practical significance.  Our viewsmotion debate today basically does not have much practical significance.  Our viewsmotion debate today basically does not have much practical significance.  Our viewsmotion debate today basically does not have much practical significance.  Our views

are like those of several other Councillors, for example, the Honourable Jimmyare like those of several other Councillors, for example, the Honourable Jimmyare like those of several other Councillors, for example, the Honourable Jimmyare like those of several other Councillors, for example, the Honourable Jimmy

McGREGOR.  Hong Kong has already written to the United States Government to expressMcGREGOR.  Hong Kong has already written to the United States Government to expressMcGREGOR.  Hong Kong has already written to the United States Government to expressMcGREGOR.  Hong Kong has already written to the United States Government to express

its wish, which is that the United States should unconditionally renew Most Favouredits wish, which is that the United States should unconditionally renew Most Favouredits wish, which is that the United States should unconditionally renew Most Favouredits wish, which is that the United States should unconditionally renew Most Favoured

Nation (MFN) status for China.Nation (MFN) status for China.Nation (MFN) status for China.Nation (MFN) status for China.

The debate today has sent sparks flying.  I feel that it is the most heated andThe debate today has sent sparks flying.  I feel that it is the most heated andThe debate today has sent sparks flying.  I feel that it is the most heated andThe debate today has sent sparks flying.  I feel that it is the most heated and

most impact-laden motion debate in several months.  I hope that everybody will calmmost impact-laden motion debate in several months.  I hope that everybody will calmmost impact-laden motion debate in several months.  I hope that everybody will calmmost impact-laden motion debate in several months.  I hope that everybody will calm

down for a moment to consider the background of the MFN issue.down for a moment to consider the background of the MFN issue.down for a moment to consider the background of the MFN issue.down for a moment to consider the background of the MFN issue.

Lying behind the grant by the United States of MFN status to other countries isLying behind the grant by the United States of MFN status to other countries isLying behind the grant by the United States of MFN status to other countries isLying behind the grant by the United States of MFN status to other countries is

a complex reason, which may be the opposite of human rights consideration.  Fora complex reason, which may be the opposite of human rights consideration.  Fora complex reason, which may be the opposite of human rights consideration.  Fora complex reason, which may be the opposite of human rights consideration.  For

instance, the United States granted MFN status to Rumania during the 1970s.  At theinstance, the United States granted MFN status to Rumania during the 1970s.  At theinstance, the United States granted MFN status to Rumania during the 1970s.  At theinstance, the United States granted MFN status to Rumania during the 1970s.  At the

time, the great dictator CEAUSESCU was still in power.  Did Rumania have a good humantime, the great dictator CEAUSESCU was still in power.  Did Rumania have a good humantime, the great dictator CEAUSESCU was still in power.  Did Rumania have a good humantime, the great dictator CEAUSESCU was still in power.  Did Rumania have a good human

rights record in those days?  Did the Rumanian people have a high degree of trustrights record in those days?  Did the Rumanian people have a high degree of trustrights record in those days?  Did the Rumanian people have a high degree of trustrights record in those days?  Did the Rumanian people have a high degree of trust

in their government?  Certainly not.  Rumania's human rights record was quite poor.in their government?  Certainly not.  Rumania's human rights record was quite poor.in their government?  Certainly not.  Rumania's human rights record was quite poor.in their government?  Certainly not.  Rumania's human rights record was quite poor.

Still, the United States granted it MFN status.  The real United States  motive wasStill, the United States granted it MFN status.  The real United States  motive wasStill, the United States granted it MFN status.  The real United States  motive wasStill, the United States granted it MFN status.  The real United States  motive was

very simple: to split up the Soviet bloc.  Rumania at the time was one of a fewvery simple: to split up the Soviet bloc.  Rumania at the time was one of a fewvery simple: to split up the Soviet bloc.  Rumania at the time was one of a fewvery simple: to split up the Soviet bloc.  Rumania at the time was one of a few

communist bloc countries which kept the Soviet Union at arm's length.  This was whycommunist bloc countries which kept the Soviet Union at arm's length.  This was whycommunist bloc countries which kept the Soviet Union at arm's length.  This was whycommunist bloc countries which kept the Soviet Union at arm's length.  This was why

the United States granted it MFN status.  Clearly, human rights were never the issue.the United States granted it MFN status.  Clearly, human rights were never the issue.the United States granted it MFN status.  Clearly, human rights were never the issue.the United States granted it MFN status.  Clearly, human rights were never the issue.

In 1972, the United States Congress passed some bills that were the first to restrictIn 1972, the United States Congress passed some bills that were the first to restrictIn 1972, the United States Congress passed some bills that were the first to restrictIn 1972, the United States Congress passed some bills that were the first to restrict

the grant of MFN status.  The conditions that needed to be met were quite simple.the grant of MFN status.  The conditions that needed to be met were quite simple.the grant of MFN status.  The conditions that needed to be met were quite simple.the grant of MFN status.  The conditions that needed to be met were quite simple.



Any country that allowed its people to leave freely would be eligible for MFN status.Any country that allowed its people to leave freely would be eligible for MFN status.Any country that allowed its people to leave freely would be eligible for MFN status.Any country that allowed its people to leave freely would be eligible for MFN status.

There was an explanation for this condition.  It had to do with the Soviet Jews.  TheThere was an explanation for this condition.  It had to do with the Soviet Jews.  TheThere was an explanation for this condition.  It had to do with the Soviet Jews.  TheThere was an explanation for this condition.  It had to do with the Soviet Jews.  The

United States wanted them to be able to leave the Soviet Union for Israel.  TheUnited States wanted them to be able to leave the Soviet Union for Israel.  TheUnited States wanted them to be able to leave the Soviet Union for Israel.  TheUnited States wanted them to be able to leave the Soviet Union for Israel.  The

particular condition was directed against the Soviet Union.  The United States wantedparticular condition was directed against the Soviet Union.  The United States wantedparticular condition was directed against the Soviet Union.  The United States wantedparticular condition was directed against the Soviet Union.  The United States wanted

to see if the Soviet Union would meet this condition.  Once more, this showed thatto see if the Soviet Union would meet this condition.  Once more, this showed thatto see if the Soviet Union would meet this condition.  Once more, this showed thatto see if the Soviet Union would meet this condition.  Once more, this showed that

MFN status was not a human rights issue, nor a high ideal issue.  It was a politicalMFN status was not a human rights issue, nor a high ideal issue.  It was a politicalMFN status was not a human rights issue, nor a high ideal issue.  It was a politicalMFN status was not a human rights issue, nor a high ideal issue.  It was a political

weapon and nothing more.  It was designed in the United States' own interests andweapon and nothing more.  It was designed in the United States' own interests andweapon and nothing more.  It was designed in the United States' own interests andweapon and nothing more.  It was designed in the United States' own interests and

for increasing its own power.  So I hope that Councillors will not naively believefor increasing its own power.  So I hope that Councillors will not naively believefor increasing its own power.  So I hope that Councillors will not naively believefor increasing its own power.  So I hope that Councillors will not naively believe

that the United States Government will carry out its MFN policy in a very righteousthat the United States Government will carry out its MFN policy in a very righteousthat the United States Government will carry out its MFN policy in a very righteousthat the United States Government will carry out its MFN policy in a very righteous

manner.  We absolutely must have a clear understanding of the historical backgroundmanner.  We absolutely must have a clear understanding of the historical backgroundmanner.  We absolutely must have a clear understanding of the historical backgroundmanner.  We absolutely must have a clear understanding of the historical background

of the United States position, a clear understanding of the United States criteriaof the United States position, a clear understanding of the United States criteriaof the United States position, a clear understanding of the United States criteriaof the United States position, a clear understanding of the United States criteria

in the MFN matter.in the MFN matter.in the MFN matter.in the MFN matter.

Meeting Point are very much in favour of the position thaMeeting Point are very much in favour of the position thaMeeting Point are very much in favour of the position thaMeeting Point are very much in favour of the position that China needs to improvet China needs to improvet China needs to improvet China needs to improve

its human rights record.  I absolutely agree that China's human rights record atits human rights record.  I absolutely agree that China's human rights record atits human rights record.  I absolutely agree that China's human rights record atits human rights record.  I absolutely agree that China's human rights record at

present is barely tolerable; it is unsatisfactory to us in many respects.  But canpresent is barely tolerable; it is unsatisfactory to us in many respects.  But canpresent is barely tolerable; it is unsatisfactory to us in many respects.  But canpresent is barely tolerable; it is unsatisfactory to us in many respects.  But can

MFN status be used as a mechanism for inducing China to improve its human rights record?MFN status be used as a mechanism for inducing China to improve its human rights record?MFN status be used as a mechanism for inducing China to improve its human rights record?MFN status be used as a mechanism for inducing China to improve its human rights record?

Absolutely not.  As Dr HUANG Chen-ya noted a moment ago, the United States CongressAbsolutely not.  As Dr HUANG Chen-ya noted a moment ago, the United States CongressAbsolutely not.  As Dr HUANG Chen-ya noted a moment ago, the United States CongressAbsolutely not.  As Dr HUANG Chen-ya noted a moment ago, the United States Congress

has been attaching more and more conditions.  In the wake of the June 4 incident,has been attaching more and more conditions.  In the wake of the June 4 incident,has been attaching more and more conditions.  In the wake of the June 4 incident,has been attaching more and more conditions.  In the wake of the June 4 incident,

we saw a clear United States emphasis on China's human rights record.  Now, threewe saw a clear United States emphasis on China's human rights record.  Now, threewe saw a clear United States emphasis on China's human rights record.  Now, threewe saw a clear United States emphasis on China's human rights record.  Now, three

years later, there is also mention of nuclear proliferation and trade imbalance.years later, there is also mention of nuclear proliferation and trade imbalance.years later, there is also mention of nuclear proliferation and trade imbalance.years later, there is also mention of nuclear proliferation and trade imbalance.

With the United States  economy in such a sad state, the correction of the tradeWith the United States  economy in such a sad state, the correction of the tradeWith the United States  economy in such a sad state, the correction of the tradeWith the United States  economy in such a sad state, the correction of the trade

imbalance will become an increasingly important condition.  So the situation is moreimbalance will become an increasingly important condition.  So the situation is moreimbalance will become an increasingly important condition.  So the situation is moreimbalance will become an increasingly important condition.  So the situation is more

complex than ever.  We must not think that China, by improving its human rights record,complex than ever.  We must not think that China, by improving its human rights record,complex than ever.  We must not think that China, by improving its human rights record,complex than ever.  We must not think that China, by improving its human rights record,

will be assured of permanent MFN status.  We hope that everybody will be morewill be assured of permanent MFN status.  We hope that everybody will be morewill be assured of permanent MFN status.  We hope that everybody will be morewill be assured of permanent MFN status.  We hope that everybody will be more

analytical.  Mr Vincent CHENG's motion has a point about how important renewal ofanalytical.  Mr Vincent CHENG's motion has a point about how important renewal ofanalytical.  Mr Vincent CHENG's motion has a point about how important renewal ofanalytical.  Mr Vincent CHENG's motion has a point about how important renewal of

MFN status will be for Hong Kong.  But it does not state the point as sharply as theMFN status will be for Hong Kong.  But it does not state the point as sharply as theMFN status will be for Hong Kong.  But it does not state the point as sharply as theMFN status will be for Hong Kong.  But it does not state the point as sharply as the

amendment motion does.  This is a bit regrettable.  The amendment motion betteramendment motion does.  This is a bit regrettable.  The amendment motion betteramendment motion does.  This is a bit regrettable.  The amendment motion betteramendment motion does.  This is a bit regrettable.  The amendment motion better

conveys our reasons for being concerned about the issue.  I have done my home workconveys our reasons for being concerned about the issue.  I have done my home workconveys our reasons for being concerned about the issue.  I have done my home workconveys our reasons for being concerned about the issue.  I have done my home work

on Mr Vincent CHENG's speech.  I will not repeat such things as how much money willon Mr Vincent CHENG's speech.  I will not repeat such things as how much money willon Mr Vincent CHENG's speech.  I will not repeat such things as how much money willon Mr Vincent CHENG's speech.  I will not repeat such things as how much money will

be lost, by how much gross domestic product will decline, how many jobs will be lostbe lost, by how much gross domestic product will decline, how many jobs will be lostbe lost, by how much gross domestic product will decline, how many jobs will be lostbe lost, by how much gross domestic product will decline, how many jobs will be lost

and so forth.  Actually, it is in the amendment motion that we see the economicand so forth.  Actually, it is in the amendment motion that we see the economicand so forth.  Actually, it is in the amendment motion that we see the economicand so forth.  Actually, it is in the amendment motion that we see the economic

importance of the issue.  However, the amendment motion would have us believe thatimportance of the issue.  However, the amendment motion would have us believe thatimportance of the issue.  However, the amendment motion would have us believe thatimportance of the issue.  However, the amendment motion would have us believe that

China, by improving its human rights record, will be assured of permanent MFN status.China, by improving its human rights record, will be assured of permanent MFN status.China, by improving its human rights record, will be assured of permanent MFN status.China, by improving its human rights record, will be assured of permanent MFN status.

I do not agree with this.  Therefore, both motions are in fact flawed.  However, overI do not agree with this.  Therefore, both motions are in fact flawed.  However, overI do not agree with this.  Therefore, both motions are in fact flawed.  However, overI do not agree with this.  Therefore, both motions are in fact flawed.  However, over

the MFN issue, we of Meeting Point have a very clear-cut position.  Our consistentthe MFN issue, we of Meeting Point have a very clear-cut position.  Our consistentthe MFN issue, we of Meeting Point have a very clear-cut position.  Our consistentthe MFN issue, we of Meeting Point have a very clear-cut position.  Our consistent

position is that we should not ask the United States Government for conditionality.position is that we should not ask the United States Government for conditionality.position is that we should not ask the United States Government for conditionality.position is that we should not ask the United States Government for conditionality.



We feel that politics should not be used as a weapon.  Therefore, as to how weWe feel that politics should not be used as a weapon.  Therefore, as to how weWe feel that politics should not be used as a weapon.  Therefore, as to how weWe feel that politics should not be used as a weapon.  Therefore, as to how we

will vote, the three Councillors of Meeting Point will abstain from voting on thewill vote, the three Councillors of Meeting Point will abstain from voting on thewill vote, the three Councillors of Meeting Point will abstain from voting on thewill vote, the three Councillors of Meeting Point will abstain from voting on the

amendment motion and will vote "yes" on the original motion.amendment motion and will vote "yes" on the original motion.amendment motion and will vote "yes" on the original motion.amendment motion and will vote "yes" on the original motion.

Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.Mr Deputy President, I so make my submission.

MR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, to date, countries that enjoy MFN status includeMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, to date, countries that enjoy MFN status includeMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, to date, countries that enjoy MFN status includeMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, to date, countries that enjoy MFN status include

some former Soviet republics, Bulgaria, Albania and Mongolia and, paradoxically,some former Soviet republics, Bulgaria, Albania and Mongolia and, paradoxically,some former Soviet republics, Bulgaria, Albania and Mongolia and, paradoxically,some former Soviet republics, Bulgaria, Albania and Mongolia and, paradoxically,

other nations least favoured by the United States such as Iraq, Iran and Libya.other nations least favoured by the United States such as Iraq, Iran and Libya.other nations least favoured by the United States such as Iraq, Iran and Libya.other nations least favoured by the United States such as Iraq, Iran and Libya.

Unlike China, these nations are not subject to an annual "public examination" of itsUnlike China, these nations are not subject to an annual "public examination" of itsUnlike China, these nations are not subject to an annual "public examination" of itsUnlike China, these nations are not subject to an annual "public examination" of its

suitability.  The paradox is particularly baffling when Iran and Libya are two ofsuitability.  The paradox is particularly baffling when Iran and Libya are two ofsuitability.  The paradox is particularly baffling when Iran and Libya are two ofsuitability.  The paradox is particularly baffling when Iran and Libya are two of

those countries which the United States would not like China to transfer informationthose countries which the United States would not like China to transfer informationthose countries which the United States would not like China to transfer informationthose countries which the United States would not like China to transfer information

or dual-use technology to for fear of nuclear arms proliferation and yet they areor dual-use technology to for fear of nuclear arms proliferation and yet they areor dual-use technology to for fear of nuclear arms proliferation and yet they areor dual-use technology to for fear of nuclear arms proliferation and yet they are

enjoying unhindered MFN status.enjoying unhindered MFN status.enjoying unhindered MFN status.enjoying unhindered MFN status.

Closer to home, any form of attrition between our two major markets ranging fromCloser to home, any form of attrition between our two major markets ranging fromCloser to home, any form of attrition between our two major markets ranging fromCloser to home, any form of attrition between our two major markets ranging from

MFN to Special 301, from anti-dumping charges to alleged illegal transshipments wouldMFN to Special 301, from anti-dumping charges to alleged illegal transshipments wouldMFN to Special 301, from anti-dumping charges to alleged illegal transshipments wouldMFN to Special 301, from anti-dumping charges to alleged illegal transshipments would

invariably create severe repercussions on Hong Kong.  Withdrawal of MFN status orinvariably create severe repercussions on Hong Kong.  Withdrawal of MFN status orinvariably create severe repercussions on Hong Kong.  Withdrawal of MFN status orinvariably create severe repercussions on Hong Kong.  Withdrawal of MFN status or

conditional renewal with conditions which are unrealistic to China would mean thatconditional renewal with conditions which are unrealistic to China would mean thatconditional renewal with conditions which are unrealistic to China would mean thatconditional renewal with conditions which are unrealistic to China would mean that

China stands to lose US$15 billion of its export to the United States.  But for usChina stands to lose US$15 billion of its export to the United States.  But for usChina stands to lose US$15 billion of its export to the United States.  But for usChina stands to lose US$15 billion of its export to the United States.  But for us

here in Hong Kong it would cost us up to US$2 billion and also up to 60 000 of ourhere in Hong Kong it would cost us up to US$2 billion and also up to 60 000 of ourhere in Hong Kong it would cost us up to US$2 billion and also up to 60 000 of ourhere in Hong Kong it would cost us up to US$2 billion and also up to 60 000 of our

workforce will lose their jobs.workforce will lose their jobs.workforce will lose their jobs.workforce will lose their jobs.

In turn, when China retaliates, it is expected to cost the United States at leastIn turn, when China retaliates, it is expected to cost the United States at leastIn turn, when China retaliates, it is expected to cost the United States at leastIn turn, when China retaliates, it is expected to cost the United States at least

US$7 billion in exports and around 100 000 jobs in its agriculture, aviation andUS$7 billion in exports and around 100 000 jobs in its agriculture, aviation andUS$7 billion in exports and around 100 000 jobs in its agriculture, aviation andUS$7 billion in exports and around 100 000 jobs in its agriculture, aviation and

technology sectors.  The United States consumers, especially those in the lowertechnology sectors.  The United States consumers, especially those in the lowertechnology sectors.  The United States consumers, especially those in the lowertechnology sectors.  The United States consumers, especially those in the lower

income group, would be adversely affected with higher prices on footwear, apparel,income group, would be adversely affected with higher prices on footwear, apparel,income group, would be adversely affected with higher prices on footwear, apparel,income group, would be adversely affected with higher prices on footwear, apparel,

toys and even electrical appliances imported from China.  Hence, we can see that attoys and even electrical appliances imported from China.  Hence, we can see that attoys and even electrical appliances imported from China.  Hence, we can see that attoys and even electrical appliances imported from China.  Hence, we can see that at

the end of the day nobody wins; it is the ordinary people -- the people in China,the end of the day nobody wins; it is the ordinary people -- the people in China,the end of the day nobody wins; it is the ordinary people -- the people in China,the end of the day nobody wins; it is the ordinary people -- the people in China,

Hong Kong and the United States who are going to bear the brunt of feuding politicians.Hong Kong and the United States who are going to bear the brunt of feuding politicians.Hong Kong and the United States who are going to bear the brunt of feuding politicians.Hong Kong and the United States who are going to bear the brunt of feuding politicians.

I share the same conviction as the United States and my fellow colleagues in thisI share the same conviction as the United States and my fellow colleagues in thisI share the same conviction as the United States and my fellow colleagues in thisI share the same conviction as the United States and my fellow colleagues in this

Council on the improvement of human rights, the containment of nuclear armsCouncil on the improvement of human rights, the containment of nuclear armsCouncil on the improvement of human rights, the containment of nuclear armsCouncil on the improvement of human rights, the containment of nuclear arms

proliferation as well as the curtailment of forced prison labour.  Nevertheless Iproliferation as well as the curtailment of forced prison labour.  Nevertheless Iproliferation as well as the curtailment of forced prison labour.  Nevertheless Iproliferation as well as the curtailment of forced prison labour.  Nevertheless I

firmly believe that the United States withdrawal of MFN or the slapping of unrealisticfirmly believe that the United States withdrawal of MFN or the slapping of unrealisticfirmly believe that the United States withdrawal of MFN or the slapping of unrealisticfirmly believe that the United States withdrawal of MFN or the slapping of unrealistic

conditions on MFN renewal is not the right way to elicit a faster pace or a broaderconditions on MFN renewal is not the right way to elicit a faster pace or a broaderconditions on MFN renewal is not the right way to elicit a faster pace or a broaderconditions on MFN renewal is not the right way to elicit a faster pace or a broader

scope for human rights improvements in China.scope for human rights improvements in China.scope for human rights improvements in China.scope for human rights improvements in China.



Putting unrealistic and stringent conditions would only push China on the coursePutting unrealistic and stringent conditions would only push China on the coursePutting unrealistic and stringent conditions would only push China on the coursePutting unrealistic and stringent conditions would only push China on the course

of retaliation or, even worst, to look inwards.  We would seek to encourage dialogueof retaliation or, even worst, to look inwards.  We would seek to encourage dialogueof retaliation or, even worst, to look inwards.  We would seek to encourage dialogueof retaliation or, even worst, to look inwards.  We would seek to encourage dialogue

and links between China and the outside world.  We should also encourage China toand links between China and the outside world.  We should also encourage China toand links between China and the outside world.  We should also encourage China toand links between China and the outside world.  We should also encourage China to

enhance its policy of economic reform. Through economic reform, China will achieveenhance its policy of economic reform. Through economic reform, China will achieveenhance its policy of economic reform. Through economic reform, China will achieveenhance its policy of economic reform. Through economic reform, China will achieve

political reform as its society overcomes the problems of feeding and clothing thepolitical reform as its society overcomes the problems of feeding and clothing thepolitical reform as its society overcomes the problems of feeding and clothing thepolitical reform as its society overcomes the problems of feeding and clothing the

vast population.vast population.vast population.vast population.

Honourable Members, Dr HUAHonourable Members, Dr HUAHonourable Members, Dr HUAHonourable Members, Dr HUANG is trying to lead us down the garden path by makingNG is trying to lead us down the garden path by makingNG is trying to lead us down the garden path by makingNG is trying to lead us down the garden path by making

absurd remarks about some of us accepting arms proliferation, American MIAs and soabsurd remarks about some of us accepting arms proliferation, American MIAs and soabsurd remarks about some of us accepting arms proliferation, American MIAs and soabsurd remarks about some of us accepting arms proliferation, American MIAs and so

on from Korea.  He is clouding the issue; it is a smoke-screen.  This is not the keyon from Korea.  He is clouding the issue; it is a smoke-screen.  This is not the keyon from Korea.  He is clouding the issue; it is a smoke-screen.  This is not the keyon from Korea.  He is clouding the issue; it is a smoke-screen.  This is not the key

issue here.  It is the conditionality that will drive China to retaliate.  I urgeissue here.  It is the conditionality that will drive China to retaliate.  I urgeissue here.  It is the conditionality that will drive China to retaliate.  I urgeissue here.  It is the conditionality that will drive China to retaliate.  I urge

all my fellow Members, especially the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), to searchall my fellow Members, especially the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), to searchall my fellow Members, especially the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), to searchall my fellow Members, especially the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), to search

deep into their hearts before voting for conditionality.  I am one of Hong Kong'sdeep into their hearts before voting for conditionality.  I am one of Hong Kong'sdeep into their hearts before voting for conditionality.  I am one of Hong Kong'sdeep into their hearts before voting for conditionality.  I am one of Hong Kong's

thousands of voters who voted some UDHK members into this legislature in the 1991thousands of voters who voted some UDHK members into this legislature in the 1991thousands of voters who voted some UDHK members into this legislature in the 1991thousands of voters who voted some UDHK members into this legislature in the 1991

elections.  I am asking you to cast aside you colour glasses when you cast you vote.elections.  I am asking you to cast aside you colour glasses when you cast you vote.elections.  I am asking you to cast aside you colour glasses when you cast you vote.elections.  I am asking you to cast aside you colour glasses when you cast you vote.

With these words and my vested interest in the population of Hong Kong, I voteWith these words and my vested interest in the population of Hong Kong, I voteWith these words and my vested interest in the population of Hong Kong, I voteWith these words and my vested interest in the population of Hong Kong, I vote

against the amendment.against the amendment.against the amendment.against the amendment.

MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, whether the United States will renewMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, whether the United States will renewMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, whether the United States will renewMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, whether the United States will renew

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China and whether China will have its MFN statusMost Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China and whether China will have its MFN statusMost Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China and whether China will have its MFN statusMost Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China and whether China will have its MFN status

renewed by the United States -- these are simply the internal affairs of those tworenewed by the United States -- these are simply the internal affairs of those tworenewed by the United States -- these are simply the internal affairs of those tworenewed by the United States -- these are simply the internal affairs of those two

countries.  Regrettably, their internal affairs would have some bearing on Hong Kong.countries.  Regrettably, their internal affairs would have some bearing on Hong Kong.countries.  Regrettably, their internal affairs would have some bearing on Hong Kong.countries.  Regrettably, their internal affairs would have some bearing on Hong Kong.

This is why we have Mr Deputy President's permission to hold today's motion debate.This is why we have Mr Deputy President's permission to hold today's motion debate.This is why we have Mr Deputy President's permission to hold today's motion debate.This is why we have Mr Deputy President's permission to hold today's motion debate.

Should the United States mix up trade with politics or not?  Should it renew MFN statusShould the United States mix up trade with politics or not?  Should it renew MFN statusShould the United States mix up trade with politics or not?  Should it renew MFN statusShould the United States mix up trade with politics or not?  Should it renew MFN status

for China unconditionally or conditionally to compel the latter's compliance withfor China unconditionally or conditionally to compel the latter's compliance withfor China unconditionally or conditionally to compel the latter's compliance withfor China unconditionally or conditionally to compel the latter's compliance with

an ideal or a pretense thereof?  What we think does not matter.  But there is onean ideal or a pretense thereof?  What we think does not matter.  But there is onean ideal or a pretense thereof?  What we think does not matter.  But there is onean ideal or a pretense thereof?  What we think does not matter.  But there is one

reality to which we must respond.  Over the question of renewal of MFN status forreality to which we must respond.  Over the question of renewal of MFN status forreality to which we must respond.  Over the question of renewal of MFN status forreality to which we must respond.  Over the question of renewal of MFN status for

China, the American people and American law-makers do base their consideration onChina, the American people and American law-makers do base their consideration onChina, the American people and American law-makers do base their consideration onChina, the American people and American law-makers do base their consideration on

certain conditions and certain facts.  This is the inescapable truth.  Therefore,certain conditions and certain facts.  This is the inescapable truth.  Therefore,certain conditions and certain facts.  This is the inescapable truth.  Therefore,certain conditions and certain facts.  This is the inescapable truth.  Therefore,

realistically, supposing that our motion for adopting lobbying tactics to work forrealistically, supposing that our motion for adopting lobbying tactics to work forrealistically, supposing that our motion for adopting lobbying tactics to work forrealistically, supposing that our motion for adopting lobbying tactics to work for

unconditional renewal of MFN status for China is carried, do you think that this willunconditional renewal of MFN status for China is carried, do you think that this willunconditional renewal of MFN status for China is carried, do you think that this willunconditional renewal of MFN status for China is carried, do you think that this will

change the mind of the American law-makers?  Suppose that we send the result of thischange the mind of the American law-makers?  Suppose that we send the result of thischange the mind of the American law-makers?  Suppose that we send the result of thischange the mind of the American law-makers?  Suppose that we send the result of this

motion debate to the American law-makers and add, "We hope that your country willmotion debate to the American law-makers and add, "We hope that your country willmotion debate to the American law-makers and add, "We hope that your country willmotion debate to the American law-makers and add, "We hope that your country will

unconditionally renew MFN status for China." Will this be very effective?  Supposeunconditionally renew MFN status for China." Will this be very effective?  Supposeunconditionally renew MFN status for China." Will this be very effective?  Supposeunconditionally renew MFN status for China." Will this be very effective?  Suppose

that the American law-makers, in response, ask us, "Legislators of Hong Kong, do youthat the American law-makers, in response, ask us, "Legislators of Hong Kong, do youthat the American law-makers, in response, ask us, "Legislators of Hong Kong, do youthat the American law-makers, in response, ask us, "Legislators of Hong Kong, do you



really care about China's human rights record?  Are you concerned about both Chinareally care about China's human rights record?  Are you concerned about both Chinareally care about China's human rights record?  Are you concerned about both Chinareally care about China's human rights record?  Are you concerned about both China

and the United Kingdom to keep their promises to Hong Kong as contained in theand the United Kingdom to keep their promises to Hong Kong as contained in theand the United Kingdom to keep their promises to Hong Kong as contained in theand the United Kingdom to keep their promises to Hong Kong as contained in the

Sino-British Joint Declaration?" How, then, should we respond?  We may answer, "AllSino-British Joint Declaration?" How, then, should we respond?  We may answer, "AllSino-British Joint Declaration?" How, then, should we respond?  We may answer, "AllSino-British Joint Declaration?" How, then, should we respond?  We may answer, "All

you have to do is to renew China's MFN status unconditionally.  Do not ask moreyou have to do is to renew China's MFN status unconditionally.  Do not ask moreyou have to do is to renew China's MFN status unconditionally.  Do not ask moreyou have to do is to renew China's MFN status unconditionally.  Do not ask more

questions.  It will be inconvenient for us to answer." I feel that we are evadingquestions.  It will be inconvenient for us to answer." I feel that we are evadingquestions.  It will be inconvenient for us to answer." I feel that we are evadingquestions.  It will be inconvenient for us to answer." I feel that we are evading

a question that will necessarily be asked if we are to adopt a lobbying strategy.a question that will necessarily be asked if we are to adopt a lobbying strategy.a question that will necessarily be asked if we are to adopt a lobbying strategy.a question that will necessarily be asked if we are to adopt a lobbying strategy.

We can tell the Americans that they are ugly and selfish.  But what they have reallyWe can tell the Americans that they are ugly and selfish.  But what they have reallyWe can tell the Americans that they are ugly and selfish.  But what they have reallyWe can tell the Americans that they are ugly and selfish.  But what they have really

been doing all along is putting their own interests first.  In deciding for or againstbeen doing all along is putting their own interests first.  In deciding for or againstbeen doing all along is putting their own interests first.  In deciding for or againstbeen doing all along is putting their own interests first.  In deciding for or against

renewal of MFN status for China, the President of the United States will perhaps baserenewal of MFN status for China, the President of the United States will perhaps baserenewal of MFN status for China, the President of the United States will perhaps baserenewal of MFN status for China, the President of the United States will perhaps base

his consideration on the fact that this is the election year.  The American people,his consideration on the fact that this is the election year.  The American people,his consideration on the fact that this is the election year.  The American people,his consideration on the fact that this is the election year.  The American people,

after listening to the speeches of Professor CHEN and Mr Vincent CHENG, willafter listening to the speeches of Professor CHEN and Mr Vincent CHENG, willafter listening to the speeches of Professor CHEN and Mr Vincent CHENG, willafter listening to the speeches of Professor CHEN and Mr Vincent CHENG, will

understand the harmful consequences of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  But theyunderstand the harmful consequences of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  But theyunderstand the harmful consequences of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  But theyunderstand the harmful consequences of non-renewal of MFN status for China.  But they

probably will still wish to use their political influence to force their Presidentprobably will still wish to use their political influence to force their Presidentprobably will still wish to use their political influence to force their Presidentprobably will still wish to use their political influence to force their President

and their Congress to attach conditions to the renewal.  This is the people's decision.and their Congress to attach conditions to the renewal.  This is the people's decision.and their Congress to attach conditions to the renewal.  This is the people's decision.and their Congress to attach conditions to the renewal.  This is the people's decision.

We feel that, if we totally fail to show any concern for the human rights record ofWe feel that, if we totally fail to show any concern for the human rights record ofWe feel that, if we totally fail to show any concern for the human rights record ofWe feel that, if we totally fail to show any concern for the human rights record of

our own country or to convey our hope that China will abide by the Joint Declaration,our own country or to convey our hope that China will abide by the Joint Declaration,our own country or to convey our hope that China will abide by the Joint Declaration,our own country or to convey our hope that China will abide by the Joint Declaration,

it will be very difficult for any serious lobbying to bear fruit.it will be very difficult for any serious lobbying to bear fruit.it will be very difficult for any serious lobbying to bear fruit.it will be very difficult for any serious lobbying to bear fruit.

FuFuFuFurthermore, I do not understand at all why some Members say that, unless we passrthermore, I do not understand at all why some Members say that, unless we passrthermore, I do not understand at all why some Members say that, unless we passrthermore, I do not understand at all why some Members say that, unless we pass

the original motion, we may be sending a wrong signal, making it appear that we arethe original motion, we may be sending a wrong signal, making it appear that we arethe original motion, we may be sending a wrong signal, making it appear that we arethe original motion, we may be sending a wrong signal, making it appear that we are

in favour of conditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Then we will be in bigin favour of conditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Then we will be in bigin favour of conditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Then we will be in bigin favour of conditional renewal of MFN status for China.  Then we will be in big

trouble; the consequences will be very serious.  Are we not too lacking in confidencetrouble; the consequences will be very serious.  Are we not too lacking in confidencetrouble; the consequences will be very serious.  Are we not too lacking in confidencetrouble; the consequences will be very serious.  Are we not too lacking in confidence

in China perhaps?  Are we trying to say that, should this Council be in favour ofin China perhaps?  Are we trying to say that, should this Council be in favour ofin China perhaps?  Are we trying to say that, should this Council be in favour ofin China perhaps?  Are we trying to say that, should this Council be in favour of

attaching conditions, China would assuredly fail to meet the conditions?  I amattaching conditions, China would assuredly fail to meet the conditions?  I amattaching conditions, China would assuredly fail to meet the conditions?  I amattaching conditions, China would assuredly fail to meet the conditions?  I am

leaving aside for the moment the question of whether or not conditionality shouldleaving aside for the moment the question of whether or not conditionality shouldleaving aside for the moment the question of whether or not conditionality shouldleaving aside for the moment the question of whether or not conditionality should

be used to force China to improve its human rights record.  I would like to ask: Arebe used to force China to improve its human rights record.  I would like to ask: Arebe used to force China to improve its human rights record.  I would like to ask: Arebe used to force China to improve its human rights record.  I would like to ask: Are

we really so lacking in confidence in China to assume that it definitely will notwe really so lacking in confidence in China to assume that it definitely will notwe really so lacking in confidence in China to assume that it definitely will notwe really so lacking in confidence in China to assume that it definitely will not

be able to fulfill the conditions?  I hope that our respected colleagues,be able to fulfill the conditions?  I hope that our respected colleagues,be able to fulfill the conditions?  I hope that our respected colleagues,be able to fulfill the conditions?  I hope that our respected colleagues,

particularly those who are able to gain access to Chinese leaders in private, willparticularly those who are able to gain access to Chinese leaders in private, willparticularly those who are able to gain access to Chinese leaders in private, willparticularly those who are able to gain access to Chinese leaders in private, will

tell them matter-of-factly, while chatting or playing card games, "Try your best totell them matter-of-factly, while chatting or playing card games, "Try your best totell them matter-of-factly, while chatting or playing card games, "Try your best totell them matter-of-factly, while chatting or playing card games, "Try your best to

improve.  Do not get Hong Kong into such trouble.  Our investors will otherwise loseimprove.  Do not get Hong Kong into such trouble.  Our investors will otherwise loseimprove.  Do not get Hong Kong into such trouble.  Our investors will otherwise loseimprove.  Do not get Hong Kong into such trouble.  Our investors will otherwise lose

confidence in Hong Kong's long-term development prospect." I think that many of theconfidence in Hong Kong's long-term development prospect." I think that many of theconfidence in Hong Kong's long-term development prospect." I think that many of theconfidence in Hong Kong's long-term development prospect." I think that many of the

Members seated here are in a position to do so.  I hope that they will do so and removeMembers seated here are in a position to do so.  I hope that they will do so and removeMembers seated here are in a position to do so.  I hope that they will do so and removeMembers seated here are in a position to do so.  I hope that they will do so and remove

Hong Kong people's nagging worries.Hong Kong people's nagging worries.Hong Kong people's nagging worries.Hong Kong people's nagging worries.

MrMrMrMr Allen LEE puts it well, "China's fate is our fate.  Hong Kong will have its Allen LEE puts it well, "China's fate is our fate.  Hong Kong will have its Allen LEE puts it well, "China's fate is our fate.  Hong Kong will have its Allen LEE puts it well, "China's fate is our fate.  Hong Kong will have its

good days only with a rich and strong China which is forward-looking and committedgood days only with a rich and strong China which is forward-looking and committedgood days only with a rich and strong China which is forward-looking and committedgood days only with a rich and strong China which is forward-looking and committed

to reform." I absolutely agree.  Precisely because we agree, we wish China well.  Forto reform." I absolutely agree.  Precisely because we agree, we wish China well.  Forto reform." I absolutely agree.  Precisely because we agree, we wish China well.  Forto reform." I absolutely agree.  Precisely because we agree, we wish China well.  For



this reason, as far as this motion debate is concerned, the United Democrats of Hongthis reason, as far as this motion debate is concerned, the United Democrats of Hongthis reason, as far as this motion debate is concerned, the United Democrats of Hongthis reason, as far as this motion debate is concerned, the United Democrats of Hong

Kong hope that the United States will renew MFN status for China.Kong hope that the United States will renew MFN status for China.Kong hope that the United States will renew MFN status for China.Kong hope that the United States will renew MFN status for China.

Finally, I would like to respond to one point.  I hope that you all will thinkFinally, I would like to respond to one point.  I hope that you all will thinkFinally, I would like to respond to one point.  I hope that you all will thinkFinally, I would like to respond to one point.  I hope that you all will think

about this question: Is the motion debate held at this time of more help than leavingabout this question: Is the motion debate held at this time of more help than leavingabout this question: Is the motion debate held at this time of more help than leavingabout this question: Is the motion debate held at this time of more help than leaving

it to the Government to continue its low-key lobbying effort both in the United Statesit to the Government to continue its low-key lobbying effort both in the United Statesit to the Government to continue its low-key lobbying effort both in the United Statesit to the Government to continue its low-key lobbying effort both in the United States

and in China?and in China?and in China?and in China?

DR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I must begin with a declarationDR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I must begin with a declarationDR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I must begin with a declarationDR PHILIP WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I must begin with a declaration

of my interests.  I am a pro-China permanent resident of Hong Kong and I have hadof my interests.  I am a pro-China permanent resident of Hong Kong and I have hadof my interests.  I am a pro-China permanent resident of Hong Kong and I have hadof my interests.  I am a pro-China permanent resident of Hong Kong and I have had

a United States passport for many years.a United States passport for many years.a United States passport for many years.a United States passport for many years.

I have already spoken on many public occasions concerning my position with regardI have already spoken on many public occasions concerning my position with regardI have already spoken on many public occasions concerning my position with regardI have already spoken on many public occasions concerning my position with regard

to the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue.  Today, at this meeting, I would like toto the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue.  Today, at this meeting, I would like toto the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue.  Today, at this meeting, I would like toto the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue.  Today, at this meeting, I would like to

point out simply that the best solution for China, the United States and Hong Kongpoint out simply that the best solution for China, the United States and Hong Kongpoint out simply that the best solution for China, the United States and Hong Kongpoint out simply that the best solution for China, the United States and Hong Kong

-- a solution that has advantages and no disadvantage -- is for President BUSH to-- a solution that has advantages and no disadvantage -- is for President BUSH to-- a solution that has advantages and no disadvantage -- is for President BUSH to-- a solution that has advantages and no disadvantage -- is for President BUSH to

announce unconditional renewal of MFN status for China, just as China grants MFNannounce unconditional renewal of MFN status for China, just as China grants MFNannounce unconditional renewal of MFN status for China, just as China grants MFNannounce unconditional renewal of MFN status for China, just as China grants MFN

status to the United States.  All those who truly strive for the good of Hong Kongstatus to the United States.  All those who truly strive for the good of Hong Kongstatus to the United States.  All those who truly strive for the good of Hong Kongstatus to the United States.  All those who truly strive for the good of Hong Kong

will support such a pragmatic and wise decision.will support such a pragmatic and wise decision.will support such a pragmatic and wise decision.will support such a pragmatic and wise decision.

I am not in favour of the amendment motion.  My reason is that MFN status standsI am not in favour of the amendment motion.  My reason is that MFN status standsI am not in favour of the amendment motion.  My reason is that MFN status standsI am not in favour of the amendment motion.  My reason is that MFN status stands

for mutual benefit and reciprocity between China and the United States in mattersfor mutual benefit and reciprocity between China and the United States in mattersfor mutual benefit and reciprocity between China and the United States in mattersfor mutual benefit and reciprocity between China and the United States in matters

of trade; no political conditions should be attached to it.  The questions raisedof trade; no political conditions should be attached to it.  The questions raisedof trade; no political conditions should be attached to it.  The questions raisedof trade; no political conditions should be attached to it.  The questions raised

by the amendment motion touch upon China's internal affairs and should be left toby the amendment motion touch upon China's internal affairs and should be left toby the amendment motion touch upon China's internal affairs and should be left toby the amendment motion touch upon China's internal affairs and should be left to

be dealt with by China.  As many of our American friends were saying to us when we,be dealt with by China.  As many of our American friends were saying to us when we,be dealt with by China.  As many of our American friends were saying to us when we,be dealt with by China.  As many of our American friends were saying to us when we,

as a deputation from Hong Kong's business community, visited the United States thisas a deputation from Hong Kong's business community, visited the United States thisas a deputation from Hong Kong's business community, visited the United States thisas a deputation from Hong Kong's business community, visited the United States this

year, "the human rights issue is a matter solely for the sovereign country whose rightyear, "the human rights issue is a matter solely for the sovereign country whose rightyear, "the human rights issue is a matter solely for the sovereign country whose rightyear, "the human rights issue is a matter solely for the sovereign country whose right

in this regard should be respected".in this regard should be respected".in this regard should be respected".in this regard should be respected".

Mr DepuMr DepuMr DepuMr Deputy President, I dare not say that Dr HUANG Chen-ya did not do his homety President, I dare not say that Dr HUANG Chen-ya did not do his homety President, I dare not say that Dr HUANG Chen-ya did not do his homety President, I dare not say that Dr HUANG Chen-ya did not do his home

work.  However, I feel that he did not do enough home work.  This is because, if hework.  However, I feel that he did not do enough home work.  This is because, if hework.  However, I feel that he did not do enough home work.  This is because, if hework.  However, I feel that he did not do enough home work.  This is because, if he

had read the newspapers at all, he would have realized clearly that China's positionhad read the newspapers at all, he would have realized clearly that China's positionhad read the newspapers at all, he would have realized clearly that China's positionhad read the newspapers at all, he would have realized clearly that China's position

is not to accept conditional renewal of MFN status.  We will all agree that, overis not to accept conditional renewal of MFN status.  We will all agree that, overis not to accept conditional renewal of MFN status.  We will all agree that, overis not to accept conditional renewal of MFN status.  We will all agree that, over

this MFN issue, non-renewal by the United States or non-acceptance by China will havethis MFN issue, non-renewal by the United States or non-acceptance by China will havethis MFN issue, non-renewal by the United States or non-acceptance by China will havethis MFN issue, non-renewal by the United States or non-acceptance by China will have

the same economic impact on China, the United States and Hong Kong.the same economic impact on China, the United States and Hong Kong.the same economic impact on China, the United States and Hong Kong.the same economic impact on China, the United States and Hong Kong.

Mr Deputy President, with these reMr Deputy President, with these reMr Deputy President, with these reMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the original motion.marks, I support the original motion.marks, I support the original motion.marks, I support the original motion.



DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I begin my speech, I wouldDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I begin my speech, I wouldDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I begin my speech, I wouldDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I begin my speech, I would

like to make a brief response.  Some people think that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentlike to make a brief response.  Some people think that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentlike to make a brief response.  Some people think that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentlike to make a brief response.  Some people think that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment

motion, by expressing the hope that China would improve its human rights record, willmotion, by expressing the hope that China would improve its human rights record, willmotion, by expressing the hope that China would improve its human rights record, willmotion, by expressing the hope that China would improve its human rights record, will

hurt China.  I would like to ask:  Do they mean by this that Chinese leaders or thehurt China.  I would like to ask:  Do they mean by this that Chinese leaders or thehurt China.  I would like to ask:  Do they mean by this that Chinese leaders or thehurt China.  I would like to ask:  Do they mean by this that Chinese leaders or the

people of China will be hurt?  Some people say that the amendment motion is contrarypeople of China will be hurt?  Some people say that the amendment motion is contrarypeople of China will be hurt?  Some people say that the amendment motion is contrarypeople of China will be hurt?  Some people say that the amendment motion is contrary

to the interests of the people of Hong Kong.  My speech, which follows, will try toto the interests of the people of Hong Kong.  My speech, which follows, will try toto the interests of the people of Hong Kong.  My speech, which follows, will try toto the interests of the people of Hong Kong.  My speech, which follows, will try to

show that the amendment motion is moved with not only the interests of the peopleshow that the amendment motion is moved with not only the interests of the peopleshow that the amendment motion is moved with not only the interests of the peopleshow that the amendment motion is moved with not only the interests of the people

of Hong Kong but also that of our compatriots in China in mind.  The United Democratsof Hong Kong but also that of our compatriots in China in mind.  The United Democratsof Hong Kong but also that of our compatriots in China in mind.  The United Democratsof Hong Kong but also that of our compatriots in China in mind.  The United Democrats

of Hong Kong (UDHK), as a political group, strive for democracy, promote a betterof Hong Kong (UDHK), as a political group, strive for democracy, promote a betterof Hong Kong (UDHK), as a political group, strive for democracy, promote a betterof Hong Kong (UDHK), as a political group, strive for democracy, promote a better

quality of life and protect human rights for the people of Hong Kong.  We are veryquality of life and protect human rights for the people of Hong Kong.  We are veryquality of life and protect human rights for the people of Hong Kong.  We are veryquality of life and protect human rights for the people of Hong Kong.  We are very

concerned about whether Chinese exports will be able to enjoy long-term MFN treatmentconcerned about whether Chinese exports will be able to enjoy long-term MFN treatmentconcerned about whether Chinese exports will be able to enjoy long-term MFN treatmentconcerned about whether Chinese exports will be able to enjoy long-term MFN treatment

in the United States.  This is because, if MFN status should fail to be renewed forin the United States.  This is because, if MFN status should fail to be renewed forin the United States.  This is because, if MFN status should fail to be renewed forin the United States.  This is because, if MFN status should fail to be renewed for

China, Hong Kong's economic interests would be seriously impaired.  According toChina, Hong Kong's economic interests would be seriously impaired.  According toChina, Hong Kong's economic interests would be seriously impaired.  According toChina, Hong Kong's economic interests would be seriously impaired.  According to

government statistics, should MFN status fail to be renewed for China, Hong Kong'sgovernment statistics, should MFN status fail to be renewed for China, Hong Kong'sgovernment statistics, should MFN status fail to be renewed for China, Hong Kong'sgovernment statistics, should MFN status fail to be renewed for China, Hong Kong's

total trade volume would decline by between 6% and 8% or by between $12 billion andtotal trade volume would decline by between 6% and 8% or by between $12 billion andtotal trade volume would decline by between 6% and 8% or by between $12 billion andtotal trade volume would decline by between 6% and 8% or by between $12 billion and

$16 billion, representing between 1.8% and 2.5% of gross domestic product; and between$16 billion, representing between 1.8% and 2.5% of gross domestic product; and between$16 billion, representing between 1.8% and 2.5% of gross domestic product; and between$16 billion, representing between 1.8% and 2.5% of gross domestic product; and between

45 000 and   60 000 jobs would be lost.  Clearly, because of the close economic and45 000 and   60 000 jobs would be lost.  Clearly, because of the close economic and45 000 and   60 000 jobs would be lost.  Clearly, because of the close economic and45 000 and   60 000 jobs would be lost.  Clearly, because of the close economic and

trade ties between China and Hong Kong, non-renewal of MFN status for China by thetrade ties between China and Hong Kong, non-renewal of MFN status for China by thetrade ties between China and Hong Kong, non-renewal of MFN status for China by thetrade ties between China and Hong Kong, non-renewal of MFN status for China by the

United States would have major repercussions for Hong Kong's economy and employment.United States would have major repercussions for Hong Kong's economy and employment.United States would have major repercussions for Hong Kong's economy and employment.United States would have major repercussions for Hong Kong's economy and employment.

Mr Deputy President, the UDHK think that, for the well-being of our compatriotsMr Deputy President, the UDHK think that, for the well-being of our compatriotsMr Deputy President, the UDHK think that, for the well-being of our compatriotsMr Deputy President, the UDHK think that, for the well-being of our compatriots

in China and for the well-being of the people of Hong Kong, the Chinese Governmentin China and for the well-being of the people of Hong Kong, the Chinese Governmentin China and for the well-being of the people of Hong Kong, the Chinese Governmentin China and for the well-being of the people of Hong Kong, the Chinese Government

should be firm and positive in its attitude and policy towards the MFN issue.  Asshould be firm and positive in its attitude and policy towards the MFN issue.  Asshould be firm and positive in its attitude and policy towards the MFN issue.  Asshould be firm and positive in its attitude and policy towards the MFN issue.  As

we all know, the United States Administration and Congress must annually reviewwe all know, the United States Administration and Congress must annually reviewwe all know, the United States Administration and Congress must annually reviewwe all know, the United States Administration and Congress must annually review

China's eligibility for MFN status, and this is due mainly to China's human rightsChina's eligibility for MFN status, and this is due mainly to China's human rightsChina's eligibility for MFN status, and this is due mainly to China's human rightsChina's eligibility for MFN status, and this is due mainly to China's human rights

record.  This is a political reality.record.  This is a political reality.record.  This is a political reality.record.  This is a political reality.

Mr Deputy President, in view of this political reality,  unless the ChineseMr Deputy President, in view of this political reality,  unless the ChineseMr Deputy President, in view of this political reality,  unless the ChineseMr Deputy President, in view of this political reality,  unless the Chinese

Government takes the initiative and improves its human rights record, it must annuallyGovernment takes the initiative and improves its human rights record, it must annuallyGovernment takes the initiative and improves its human rights record, it must annuallyGovernment takes the initiative and improves its human rights record, it must annually

face the uncertainties brought about by the United States Government's policy review.face the uncertainties brought about by the United States Government's policy review.face the uncertainties brought about by the United States Government's policy review.face the uncertainties brought about by the United States Government's policy review.

This will affect the economic development of China and Hong Kong and the livingThis will affect the economic development of China and Hong Kong and the livingThis will affect the economic development of China and Hong Kong and the livingThis will affect the economic development of China and Hong Kong and the living

standards of the people of China and Hong Kong.standards of the people of China and Hong Kong.standards of the people of China and Hong Kong.standards of the people of China and Hong Kong.

The Chinese Government is the people's government.  It has the duty to put theThe Chinese Government is the people's government.  It has the duty to put theThe Chinese Government is the people's government.  It has the duty to put theThe Chinese Government is the people's government.  It has the duty to put the

interests of the people above the interests of the party and to take active stepsinterests of the people above the interests of the party and to take active stepsinterests of the people above the interests of the party and to take active stepsinterests of the people above the interests of the party and to take active steps

to improve the people's living standards and human rights conditions.  Then, Chineseto improve the people's living standards and human rights conditions.  Then, Chineseto improve the people's living standards and human rights conditions.  Then, Chineseto improve the people's living standards and human rights conditions.  Then, Chinese



society will become affluent and open.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I hope thatsociety will become affluent and open.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I hope thatsociety will become affluent and open.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I hope thatsociety will become affluent and open.  Therefore, Mr Deputy President, I hope that

the Chinese Government will put the interests of the people first, take the initiativethe Chinese Government will put the interests of the people first, take the initiativethe Chinese Government will put the interests of the people first, take the initiativethe Chinese Government will put the interests of the people first, take the initiative

and improve its human right record.  Firstly, this will enable China to enjoy MFNand improve its human right record.  Firstly, this will enable China to enjoy MFNand improve its human right record.  Firstly, this will enable China to enjoy MFNand improve its human right record.  Firstly, this will enable China to enjoy MFN

status permanently, something that is positively meaningful for economic developmentstatus permanently, something that is positively meaningful for economic developmentstatus permanently, something that is positively meaningful for economic developmentstatus permanently, something that is positively meaningful for economic development

in China and for foreign investments in China.  Secondly, it will enable people'sin China and for foreign investments in China.  Secondly, it will enable people'sin China and for foreign investments in China.  Secondly, it will enable people'sin China and for foreign investments in China.  Secondly, it will enable people's

individual value and human dignity to be respected and human rights to be protectedindividual value and human dignity to be respected and human rights to be protectedindividual value and human dignity to be respected and human rights to be protectedindividual value and human dignity to be respected and human rights to be protected

in China.in China.in China.in China.

Mr Deputy President, some colleagues think that the best way to improve the humanMr Deputy President, some colleagues think that the best way to improve the humanMr Deputy President, some colleagues think that the best way to improve the humanMr Deputy President, some colleagues think that the best way to improve the human

rights situation in China is to create more job opportunities there.  I am sorry thatrights situation in China is to create more job opportunities there.  I am sorry thatrights situation in China is to create more job opportunities there.  I am sorry thatrights situation in China is to create more job opportunities there.  I am sorry that

I cannot totally agree with this argument.  Human needs and developments areI cannot totally agree with this argument.  Human needs and developments areI cannot totally agree with this argument.  Human needs and developments areI cannot totally agree with this argument.  Human needs and developments are

multi-sided.  Examples of needs and rights abound, such as those in terms of survival,multi-sided.  Examples of needs and rights abound, such as those in terms of survival,multi-sided.  Examples of needs and rights abound, such as those in terms of survival,multi-sided.  Examples of needs and rights abound, such as those in terms of survival,

thought, belief, employment, travel, assembly, association and election.  Assuringthought, belief, employment, travel, assembly, association and election.  Assuringthought, belief, employment, travel, assembly, association and election.  Assuringthought, belief, employment, travel, assembly, association and election.  Assuring

individual survival is assuring one level -- and a comparatively low level -- of humanindividual survival is assuring one level -- and a comparatively low level -- of humanindividual survival is assuring one level -- and a comparatively low level -- of humanindividual survival is assuring one level -- and a comparatively low level -- of human

rights.  If we wish to assure individual worth, then we must get into such areas asrights.  If we wish to assure individual worth, then we must get into such areas asrights.  If we wish to assure individual worth, then we must get into such areas asrights.  If we wish to assure individual worth, then we must get into such areas as

civic rights, political rights and social rights.civic rights, political rights and social rights.civic rights, political rights and social rights.civic rights, political rights and social rights.

Mr Deputy President, some people think that human rights are products of WesternMr Deputy President, some people think that human rights are products of WesternMr Deputy President, some people think that human rights are products of WesternMr Deputy President, some people think that human rights are products of Western

culture and do not exist in the Chinese nation or in Chinese culture.  I do not agree.culture and do not exist in the Chinese nation or in Chinese culture.  I do not agree.culture and do not exist in the Chinese nation or in Chinese culture.  I do not agree.culture and do not exist in the Chinese nation or in Chinese culture.  I do not agree.

With advances in technology, cultural exchanges among nations have become moreWith advances in technology, cultural exchanges among nations have become moreWith advances in technology, cultural exchanges among nations have become moreWith advances in technology, cultural exchanges among nations have become more

common-place.  The so-called difference and gap between Chinese and Western culturescommon-place.  The so-called difference and gap between Chinese and Western culturescommon-place.  The so-called difference and gap between Chinese and Western culturescommon-place.  The so-called difference and gap between Chinese and Western cultures

have become narrower and narrower.  Any thinking person, irrespective of his culturalhave become narrower and narrower.  Any thinking person, irrespective of his culturalhave become narrower and narrower.  Any thinking person, irrespective of his culturalhave become narrower and narrower.  Any thinking person, irrespective of his cultural

origin or the colour of his skin, will gradually come to realize and appreciate theorigin or the colour of his skin, will gradually come to realize and appreciate theorigin or the colour of his skin, will gradually come to realize and appreciate theorigin or the colour of his skin, will gradually come to realize and appreciate the

significance and importance of his worth as an individual.  He will then make ansignificance and importance of his worth as an individual.  He will then make ansignificance and importance of his worth as an individual.  He will then make ansignificance and importance of his worth as an individual.  He will then make an

effort to seek the establishment of a social system under which this worth can beeffort to seek the establishment of a social system under which this worth can beeffort to seek the establishment of a social system under which this worth can beeffort to seek the establishment of a social system under which this worth can be

fulfilled.  I think that Chinese will be no exception.fulfilled.  I think that Chinese will be no exception.fulfilled.  I think that Chinese will be no exception.fulfilled.  I think that Chinese will be no exception.

Mr Deputy PresidenMr Deputy PresidenMr Deputy PresidenMr Deputy President, to sum up, I would like to repeat that the UDHK supportt, to sum up, I would like to repeat that the UDHK supportt, to sum up, I would like to repeat that the UDHK supportt, to sum up, I would like to repeat that the UDHK support

renewal of most favourable treatment for Chinese exports by the United States.renewal of most favourable treatment for Chinese exports by the United States.renewal of most favourable treatment for Chinese exports by the United States.renewal of most favourable treatment for Chinese exports by the United States.

However, in order for China to enjoy this status permanently (and I stress the wordHowever, in order for China to enjoy this status permanently (and I stress the wordHowever, in order for China to enjoy this status permanently (and I stress the wordHowever, in order for China to enjoy this status permanently (and I stress the word

"permanently"), the UDHK also hope that the Chinese Government will take the"permanently"), the UDHK also hope that the Chinese Government will take the"permanently"), the UDHK also hope that the Chinese Government will take the"permanently"), the UDHK also hope that the Chinese Government will take the

initiative and improve its human rights record.  When this wish of ours comes true,initiative and improve its human rights record.  When this wish of ours comes true,initiative and improve its human rights record.  When this wish of ours comes true,initiative and improve its human rights record.  When this wish of ours comes true,

happy will be our compatriots in China and happy will be the people of Hong Kong!happy will be our compatriots in China and happy will be the people of Hong Kong!happy will be our compatriots in China and happy will be the people of Hong Kong!happy will be our compatriots in China and happy will be the people of Hong Kong!

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I sMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I sMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I sMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentupport Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentupport Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendmentupport Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment

motion.motion.motion.motion.



MR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, does China have to do somethingMR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, does China have to do somethingMR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, does China have to do somethingMR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, does China have to do something

to encourage the United States to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for it?to encourage the United States to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for it?to encourage the United States to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for it?to encourage the United States to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for it?

I think that the answer is "yes".  It is an economic question.  If China does notI think that the answer is "yes".  It is an economic question.  If China does notI think that the answer is "yes".  It is an economic question.  If China does notI think that the answer is "yes".  It is an economic question.  If China does not

wish to let the American people play political games with this economic question everywish to let the American people play political games with this economic question everywish to let the American people play political games with this economic question everywish to let the American people play political games with this economic question every

year, then it must resolve some economic matters.  Can China adopt some of theyear, then it must resolve some economic matters.  Can China adopt some of theyear, then it must resolve some economic matters.  Can China adopt some of theyear, then it must resolve some economic matters.  Can China adopt some of the

customary international economic practices with regard to, for instance, the dualcustomary international economic practices with regard to, for instance, the dualcustomary international economic practices with regard to, for instance, the dualcustomary international economic practices with regard to, for instance, the dual

pricing system, tariff rates, the operation of state-owned enterprises, thepricing system, tariff rates, the operation of state-owned enterprises, thepricing system, tariff rates, the operation of state-owned enterprises, thepricing system, tariff rates, the operation of state-owned enterprises, the

transparency of trade figures and trade liberalization and reform?  By doing this,transparency of trade figures and trade liberalization and reform?  By doing this,transparency of trade figures and trade liberalization and reform?  By doing this,transparency of trade figures and trade liberalization and reform?  By doing this,

China can rejoin the GATT quickly.  I expect that these measures will put an end toChina can rejoin the GATT quickly.  I expect that these measures will put an end toChina can rejoin the GATT quickly.  I expect that these measures will put an end toChina can rejoin the GATT quickly.  I expect that these measures will put an end to

the political game that some countries, particularly the United States, play everythe political game that some countries, particularly the United States, play everythe political game that some countries, particularly the United States, play everythe political game that some countries, particularly the United States, play every

year with trade issues.year with trade issues.year with trade issues.year with trade issues.

The motion moved by Mr Vincent CHENG today is very reasonable.  Mr CHENG is anThe motion moved by Mr Vincent CHENG today is very reasonable.  Mr CHENG is anThe motion moved by Mr Vincent CHENG today is very reasonable.  Mr CHENG is anThe motion moved by Mr Vincent CHENG today is very reasonable.  Mr CHENG is an

economist. His motion is very important for Hong Kong's economy and it is a motioneconomist. His motion is very important for Hong Kong's economy and it is a motioneconomist. His motion is very important for Hong Kong's economy and it is a motioneconomist. His motion is very important for Hong Kong's economy and it is a motion

about the economy.  Also, I feel that it will be very constructive at this point toabout the economy.  Also, I feel that it will be very constructive at this point toabout the economy.  Also, I feel that it will be very constructive at this point toabout the economy.  Also, I feel that it will be very constructive at this point to

bring up this particular issue for discussion.  To my surprise, some Members a momentbring up this particular issue for discussion.  To my surprise, some Members a momentbring up this particular issue for discussion.  To my surprise, some Members a momentbring up this particular issue for discussion.  To my surprise, some Members a moment

ago denounced the motion as a political game.  Now, after listening to the earlierago denounced the motion as a political game.  Now, after listening to the earlierago denounced the motion as a political game.  Now, after listening to the earlierago denounced the motion as a political game.  Now, after listening to the earlier

speeches, I wish to ask: What is a political game?  Mr Vincent CHENG, an economist,speeches, I wish to ask: What is a political game?  Mr Vincent CHENG, an economist,speeches, I wish to ask: What is a political game?  Mr Vincent CHENG, an economist,speeches, I wish to ask: What is a political game?  Mr Vincent CHENG, an economist,

moved a debate on an economic matter and still this exposed him to an infinitelymoved a debate on an economic matter and still this exposed him to an infinitelymoved a debate on an economic matter and still this exposed him to an infinitelymoved a debate on an economic matter and still this exposed him to an infinitely

serious charge.  As a result, colleagues of the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC)serious charge.  As a result, colleagues of the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC)serious charge.  As a result, colleagues of the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC)serious charge.  As a result, colleagues of the Co-operative Resources Centre (CRC)

have been made to look like advocates of nuclear proliferation, opponents of humanhave been made to look like advocates of nuclear proliferation, opponents of humanhave been made to look like advocates of nuclear proliferation, opponents of humanhave been made to look like advocates of nuclear proliferation, opponents of human

rights and even promoters of arms sales.  If this is not playing political games,rights and even promoters of arms sales.  If this is not playing political games,rights and even promoters of arms sales.  If this is not playing political games,rights and even promoters of arms sales.  If this is not playing political games,

what else is?what else is?what else is?what else is?

Some people have referred to a need to face the reaSome people have referred to a need to face the reaSome people have referred to a need to face the reaSome people have referred to a need to face the reality.  I have also noticedlity.  I have also noticedlity.  I have also noticedlity.  I have also noticed

that Dr HUANG Chen-ya reminded us to consider political realities in the United States.that Dr HUANG Chen-ya reminded us to consider political realities in the United States.that Dr HUANG Chen-ya reminded us to consider political realities in the United States.that Dr HUANG Chen-ya reminded us to consider political realities in the United States.

As far as I understand, he meant that some American law-makers had told him that theyAs far as I understand, he meant that some American law-makers had told him that theyAs far as I understand, he meant that some American law-makers had told him that theyAs far as I understand, he meant that some American law-makers had told him that they

could not justify their position to their constituents and so had to do somethingcould not justify their position to their constituents and so had to do somethingcould not justify their position to their constituents and so had to do somethingcould not justify their position to their constituents and so had to do something

about what had been described by many just now as political gimmicks.  I would likeabout what had been described by many just now as political gimmicks.  I would likeabout what had been described by many just now as political gimmicks.  I would likeabout what had been described by many just now as political gimmicks.  I would like

to ask one question. What must Hong Kong's Legislative Council Members face: Theto ask one question. What must Hong Kong's Legislative Council Members face: Theto ask one question. What must Hong Kong's Legislative Council Members face: Theto ask one question. What must Hong Kong's Legislative Council Members face: The

political reality of the United States or the reality of Hong Kong?  Do we have topolitical reality of the United States or the reality of Hong Kong?  Do we have topolitical reality of the United States or the reality of Hong Kong?  Do we have topolitical reality of the United States or the reality of Hong Kong?  Do we have to

worry about American law-makers' difficulty in justifying their actions to theirworry about American law-makers' difficulty in justifying their actions to theirworry about American law-makers' difficulty in justifying their actions to theirworry about American law-makers' difficulty in justifying their actions to their

constituents or do our self-styled representatives of the people have to worry aboutconstituents or do our self-styled representatives of the people have to worry aboutconstituents or do our self-styled representatives of the people have to worry aboutconstituents or do our self-styled representatives of the people have to worry about

justifying their own actions to their own constituents?  Many of our constituentsjustifying their own actions to their own constituents?  Many of our constituentsjustifying their own actions to their own constituents?  Many of our constituentsjustifying their own actions to their own constituents?  Many of our constituents

depend on Hong Kong's economic prosperity to live and work.  I remember that, whendepend on Hong Kong's economic prosperity to live and work.  I remember that, whendepend on Hong Kong's economic prosperity to live and work.  I remember that, whendepend on Hong Kong's economic prosperity to live and work.  I remember that, when

the Legislative Council was debating the issue of imported labour, many Membersthe Legislative Council was debating the issue of imported labour, many Membersthe Legislative Council was debating the issue of imported labour, many Membersthe Legislative Council was debating the issue of imported labour, many Members

submitted that imported labour would affect the livelihood of over 10 000 people insubmitted that imported labour would affect the livelihood of over 10 000 people insubmitted that imported labour would affect the livelihood of over 10 000 people insubmitted that imported labour would affect the livelihood of over 10 000 people in

Hong Kong.  Colleagues of the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), too, stated aHong Kong.  Colleagues of the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), too, stated aHong Kong.  Colleagues of the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), too, stated aHong Kong.  Colleagues of the United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK), too, stated a



moment ago that the issue of MFN status would have an impact on the livelihood ofmoment ago that the issue of MFN status would have an impact on the livelihood ofmoment ago that the issue of MFN status would have an impact on the livelihood ofmoment ago that the issue of MFN status would have an impact on the livelihood of

between 40 000 and 60 000 people in Hong Kong.  Are we  to  sacrifice  thebetween 40 000 and 60 000 people in Hong Kong.  Are we  to  sacrifice  thebetween 40 000 and 60 000 people in Hong Kong.  Are we  to  sacrifice  thebetween 40 000 and 60 000 people in Hong Kong.  Are we  to  sacrifice  the

employment interests of between 40 000 and 60 000 people for politics or for an idealemployment interests of between 40 000 and 60 000 people for politics or for an idealemployment interests of between 40 000 and 60 000 people for politics or for an idealemployment interests of between 40 000 and 60 000 people for politics or for an ideal

that may not necessarily be in the interests of Hong Kong?that may not necessarily be in the interests of Hong Kong?that may not necessarily be in the interests of Hong Kong?that may not necessarily be in the interests of Hong Kong?

I think that, in this connection, we must also consider whether, as Chinese, weI think that, in this connection, we must also consider whether, as Chinese, weI think that, in this connection, we must also consider whether, as Chinese, weI think that, in this connection, we must also consider whether, as Chinese, we

should be led by the nose by other country.  This is the Chinese's wish to fight forshould be led by the nose by other country.  This is the Chinese's wish to fight forshould be led by the nose by other country.  This is the Chinese's wish to fight forshould be led by the nose by other country.  This is the Chinese's wish to fight for

our right of equal treatment by the American people.  As Mr Vincent CHENG also statedour right of equal treatment by the American people.  As Mr Vincent CHENG also statedour right of equal treatment by the American people.  As Mr Vincent CHENG also statedour right of equal treatment by the American people.  As Mr Vincent CHENG also stated

a moment ago, MFN status is not a special favour but a right of equal treatment.a moment ago, MFN status is not a special favour but a right of equal treatment.a moment ago, MFN status is not a special favour but a right of equal treatment.a moment ago, MFN status is not a special favour but a right of equal treatment.

Therefore, I think that those who accuse others of playing political games with theTherefore, I think that those who accuse others of playing political games with theTherefore, I think that those who accuse others of playing political games with theTherefore, I think that those who accuse others of playing political games with the

issue are in fact playing political games themselves, and misleading the public.  Whoissue are in fact playing political games themselves, and misleading the public.  Whoissue are in fact playing political games themselves, and misleading the public.  Whoissue are in fact playing political games themselves, and misleading the public.  Who

will benefit in the end?will benefit in the end?will benefit in the end?will benefit in the end?

A moment ago, Mr Allen LEE asked Dr HUANG Chen-ya, who moved the amendment motion,A moment ago, Mr Allen LEE asked Dr HUANG Chen-ya, who moved the amendment motion,A moment ago, Mr Allen LEE asked Dr HUANG Chen-ya, who moved the amendment motion,A moment ago, Mr Allen LEE asked Dr HUANG Chen-ya, who moved the amendment motion,

if he had been to China or Beijing to talk with Chinese leaders about the human rightsif he had been to China or Beijing to talk with Chinese leaders about the human rightsif he had been to China or Beijing to talk with Chinese leaders about the human rightsif he had been to China or Beijing to talk with Chinese leaders about the human rights

issue.  I do not know his answer.  But I do know that colleagues of the CRC, duringissue.  I do not know his answer.  But I do know that colleagues of the CRC, duringissue.  I do not know his answer.  But I do know that colleagues of the CRC, duringissue.  I do not know his answer.  But I do know that colleagues of the CRC, during

their visit to Beijing last month, talked face to face with Chinese leaders abouttheir visit to Beijing last month, talked face to face with Chinese leaders abouttheir visit to Beijing last month, talked face to face with Chinese leaders abouttheir visit to Beijing last month, talked face to face with Chinese leaders about

measures for improving various things in China, including China's human rights record.measures for improving various things in China, including China's human rights record.measures for improving various things in China, including China's human rights record.measures for improving various things in China, including China's human rights record.

I hope that other colleagues will not take the living standards or the livelihoodI hope that other colleagues will not take the living standards or the livelihoodI hope that other colleagues will not take the living standards or the livelihoodI hope that other colleagues will not take the living standards or the livelihood

of the people of Hong Kong as a bet to turn the issue into a political game.  I alsoof the people of Hong Kong as a bet to turn the issue into a political game.  I alsoof the people of Hong Kong as a bet to turn the issue into a political game.  I alsoof the people of Hong Kong as a bet to turn the issue into a political game.  I also

hope that all my Legislative Council colleagues, including colleagues of the UDHK,hope that all my Legislative Council colleagues, including colleagues of the UDHK,hope that all my Legislative Council colleagues, including colleagues of the UDHK,hope that all my Legislative Council colleagues, including colleagues of the UDHK,

will frankly and sincerely seek a dialogue with China about the matter.  Of course,will frankly and sincerely seek a dialogue with China about the matter.  Of course,will frankly and sincerely seek a dialogue with China about the matter.  Of course,will frankly and sincerely seek a dialogue with China about the matter.  Of course,

if some UDHK or other colleagues, holding foreign passports, cannot easily travelif some UDHK or other colleagues, holding foreign passports, cannot easily travelif some UDHK or other colleagues, holding foreign passports, cannot easily travelif some UDHK or other colleagues, holding foreign passports, cannot easily travel

to China, I, as the representative of the travel industry, will gladly help them withto China, I, as the representative of the travel industry, will gladly help them withto China, I, as the representative of the travel industry, will gladly help them withto China, I, as the representative of the travel industry, will gladly help them with

visa matters.  They may travel to Beijing for talks in capacity of foreigners.  Thankvisa matters.  They may travel to Beijing for talks in capacity of foreigners.  Thankvisa matters.  They may travel to Beijing for talks in capacity of foreigners.  Thankvisa matters.  They may travel to Beijing for talks in capacity of foreigners.  Thank

you.you.you.you.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Point of clarification, Mr Deputy President.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr HUANG.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to make a clarification.DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to make a clarification.DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to make a clarification.DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I wish to make a clarification.

Unlike some lovely Members, I have not had the chance to find favour with the ChineseUnlike some lovely Members, I have not had the chance to find favour with the ChineseUnlike some lovely Members, I have not had the chance to find favour with the ChineseUnlike some lovely Members, I have not had the chance to find favour with the Chinese

leaders, but I have visited the poor masses in China on many occasions.leaders, but I have visited the poor masses in China on many occasions.leaders, but I have visited the poor masses in China on many occasions.leaders, but I have visited the poor masses in China on many occasions.



MR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I want to thank Members for such activeMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I want to thank Members for such activeMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I want to thank Members for such activeMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I want to thank Members for such active

participation in the discussion.  I have listened carefully to the eloquent argumentsparticipation in the discussion.  I have listened carefully to the eloquent argumentsparticipation in the discussion.  I have listened carefully to the eloquent argumentsparticipation in the discussion.  I have listened carefully to the eloquent arguments

by Members, particularly those arguments supporting Dr HUANG's amendment.  I wasby Members, particularly those arguments supporting Dr HUANG's amendment.  I wasby Members, particularly those arguments supporting Dr HUANG's amendment.  I wasby Members, particularly those arguments supporting Dr HUANG's amendment.  I was

accused of being "innocent". I look like 16, but I certainly feel like 60 after thisaccused of being "innocent". I look like 16, but I certainly feel like 60 after thisaccused of being "innocent". I look like 16, but I certainly feel like 60 after thisaccused of being "innocent". I look like 16, but I certainly feel like 60 after this

debate.debate.debate.debate.

I will try to address the concerns raised by the Members supporting Dr HUANG'sI will try to address the concerns raised by the Members supporting Dr HUANG'sI will try to address the concerns raised by the Members supporting Dr HUANG'sI will try to address the concerns raised by the Members supporting Dr HUANG's

amendment.  I oppose the imposition of conditions but it does not mean that I do notamendment.  I oppose the imposition of conditions but it does not mean that I do notamendment.  I oppose the imposition of conditions but it does not mean that I do notamendment.  I oppose the imposition of conditions but it does not mean that I do not

share the concerns expressed by Dr HUANG and some other colleagues here.  I opposeshare the concerns expressed by Dr HUANG and some other colleagues here.  I opposeshare the concerns expressed by Dr HUANG and some other colleagues here.  I opposeshare the concerns expressed by Dr HUANG and some other colleagues here.  I oppose

such a move because relations between countries should only be built on mutual respectsuch a move because relations between countries should only be built on mutual respectsuch a move because relations between countries should only be built on mutual respectsuch a move because relations between countries should only be built on mutual respect

and co-operation, not threats, and imposing conditions is a threat.and co-operation, not threats, and imposing conditions is a threat.and co-operation, not threats, and imposing conditions is a threat.and co-operation, not threats, and imposing conditions is a threat.

We all treasure freedom.  We all treasure We all treasure freedom.  We all treasure We all treasure freedom.  We all treasure We all treasure freedom.  We all treasure the rights and dignity we enjoy, andthe rights and dignity we enjoy, andthe rights and dignity we enjoy, andthe rights and dignity we enjoy, and

it would be most unforgivable and we should be condemned if we say that other peopleit would be most unforgivable and we should be condemned if we say that other peopleit would be most unforgivable and we should be condemned if we say that other peopleit would be most unforgivable and we should be condemned if we say that other people

should not enjoy the same degree of rights and dignity.  But the rights and dignityshould not enjoy the same degree of rights and dignity.  But the rights and dignityshould not enjoy the same degree of rights and dignity.  But the rights and dignityshould not enjoy the same degree of rights and dignity.  But the rights and dignity

we are enjoying would not have been possible without the years of painstaking hardwe are enjoying would not have been possible without the years of painstaking hardwe are enjoying would not have been possible without the years of painstaking hardwe are enjoying would not have been possible without the years of painstaking hard

work that built Hong Kong into a successful economy with a high standard of living.work that built Hong Kong into a successful economy with a high standard of living.work that built Hong Kong into a successful economy with a high standard of living.work that built Hong Kong into a successful economy with a high standard of living.

Without a free trading environment and GATT we would never have been able to get toWithout a free trading environment and GATT we would never have been able to get toWithout a free trading environment and GATT we would never have been able to get toWithout a free trading environment and GATT we would never have been able to get to

where we are today.  Free trade is vital to any developing country. Without economicwhere we are today.  Free trade is vital to any developing country. Without economicwhere we are today.  Free trade is vital to any developing country. Without economicwhere we are today.  Free trade is vital to any developing country. Without economic

success, human rights and human dignity would just be empty slogans.  Deprivingsuccess, human rights and human dignity would just be empty slogans.  Deprivingsuccess, human rights and human dignity would just be empty slogans.  Deprivingsuccess, human rights and human dignity would just be empty slogans.  Depriving

millions of people of their jobs and of their hope to improve their livelihood ismillions of people of their jobs and of their hope to improve their livelihood ismillions of people of their jobs and of their hope to improve their livelihood ismillions of people of their jobs and of their hope to improve their livelihood is

not promoting human rights.  On the contrary, only through economic progress can anot promoting human rights.  On the contrary, only through economic progress can anot promoting human rights.  On the contrary, only through economic progress can anot promoting human rights.  On the contrary, only through economic progress can a

country build a firm foundation for human rights improvements.country build a firm foundation for human rights improvements.country build a firm foundation for human rights improvements.country build a firm foundation for human rights improvements.

My opinion on Dr HUANG's amendment remains unchanged.  If passed, this amendmentMy opinion on Dr HUANG's amendment remains unchanged.  If passed, this amendmentMy opinion on Dr HUANG's amendment remains unchanged.  If passed, this amendmentMy opinion on Dr HUANG's amendment remains unchanged.  If passed, this amendment

will send a wrong message, because no one in this Council opposes China's MFN statuswill send a wrong message, because no one in this Council opposes China's MFN statuswill send a wrong message, because no one in this Council opposes China's MFN statuswill send a wrong message, because no one in this Council opposes China's MFN status

-- no one.  It would only cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs and billions of-- no one.  It would only cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs and billions of-- no one.  It would only cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs and billions of-- no one.  It would only cost Hong Kong tens of thousands of jobs and billions of

dollars in income, it would undermine our financial ability to meet the aspirationsdollars in income, it would undermine our financial ability to meet the aspirationsdollars in income, it would undermine our financial ability to meet the aspirationsdollars in income, it would undermine our financial ability to meet the aspirations

of the people of Hong Kong.  I therefore remain opposed to the amendment and I amof the people of Hong Kong.  I therefore remain opposed to the amendment and I amof the people of Hong Kong.  I therefore remain opposed to the amendment and I amof the people of Hong Kong.  I therefore remain opposed to the amendment and I am

sure my colleagues will vote according to their consciences.sure my colleagues will vote according to their consciences.sure my colleagues will vote according to their consciences.sure my colleagues will vote according to their consciences.

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, Members who have spoken inSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, Members who have spoken inSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, Members who have spoken inSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, Members who have spoken in

this debate have all recognized that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation status forthis debate have all recognized that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation status forthis debate have all recognized that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation status forthis debate have all recognized that the renewal of Most Favoured Nation status for

China by the United States is of crucial importance to Hong Kong.  The damage thatChina by the United States is of crucial importance to Hong Kong.  The damage thatChina by the United States is of crucial importance to Hong Kong.  The damage thatChina by the United States is of crucial importance to Hong Kong.  The damage that

would be done to Hong Kong's economy as a result of the loss of China's MFN statuswould be done to Hong Kong's economy as a result of the loss of China's MFN statuswould be done to Hong Kong's economy as a result of the loss of China's MFN statuswould be done to Hong Kong's economy as a result of the loss of China's MFN status

has been spelt out in detail by many Members.  Several Members have quoted veryhas been spelt out in detail by many Members.  Several Members have quoted veryhas been spelt out in detail by many Members.  Several Members have quoted veryhas been spelt out in detail by many Members.  Several Members have quoted very

precise figures.  So that there is no need for me to repeat them.precise figures.  So that there is no need for me to repeat them.precise figures.  So that there is no need for me to repeat them.precise figures.  So that there is no need for me to repeat them.



But I would like to emphasize a few points.  If, as a result of loss of MFN status,But I would like to emphasize a few points.  If, as a result of loss of MFN status,But I would like to emphasize a few points.  If, as a result of loss of MFN status,But I would like to emphasize a few points.  If, as a result of loss of MFN status,

China was to cut back on its imports from the United States either in retaliationChina was to cut back on its imports from the United States either in retaliationChina was to cut back on its imports from the United States either in retaliationChina was to cut back on its imports from the United States either in retaliation

or because of a reduced ability to earn foreign exchange, there would be further tradeor because of a reduced ability to earn foreign exchange, there would be further tradeor because of a reduced ability to earn foreign exchange, there would be further tradeor because of a reduced ability to earn foreign exchange, there would be further trade

contraction which would result in further loss in jobs and income for Hong Kong.  Incontraction which would result in further loss in jobs and income for Hong Kong.  Incontraction which would result in further loss in jobs and income for Hong Kong.  Incontraction which would result in further loss in jobs and income for Hong Kong.  In

addition, there would be a significant adverse effect on manufacturing investmentaddition, there would be a significant adverse effect on manufacturing investmentaddition, there would be a significant adverse effect on manufacturing investmentaddition, there would be a significant adverse effect on manufacturing investment

ventures and other production arrangements by Hong Kong and foreign companies in China.ventures and other production arrangements by Hong Kong and foreign companies in China.ventures and other production arrangements by Hong Kong and foreign companies in China.ventures and other production arrangements by Hong Kong and foreign companies in China.

Hong Kong's role as the gateway to China would likely be undermined considerably,Hong Kong's role as the gateway to China would likely be undermined considerably,Hong Kong's role as the gateway to China would likely be undermined considerably,Hong Kong's role as the gateway to China would likely be undermined considerably,

thus affecting longer-term growth potential and business confidence in Hong Kong.thus affecting longer-term growth potential and business confidence in Hong Kong.thus affecting longer-term growth potential and business confidence in Hong Kong.thus affecting longer-term growth potential and business confidence in Hong Kong.

All these would damage Hong Kong at an important time in our history.All these would damage Hong Kong at an important time in our history.All these would damage Hong Kong at an important time in our history.All these would damage Hong Kong at an important time in our history.

In In In In spite of the consensus that has emerged from this debate on the importancespite of the consensus that has emerged from this debate on the importancespite of the consensus that has emerged from this debate on the importancespite of the consensus that has emerged from this debate on the importance

of MFN renewal, some Members have questioned our support for unconditional renewal.of MFN renewal, some Members have questioned our support for unconditional renewal.of MFN renewal, some Members have questioned our support for unconditional renewal.of MFN renewal, some Members have questioned our support for unconditional renewal.

In order to avoid repetition, I will deal with this point later on when I addressIn order to avoid repetition, I will deal with this point later on when I addressIn order to avoid repetition, I will deal with this point later on when I addressIn order to avoid repetition, I will deal with this point later on when I address

the amendment that has been proposed to the motion.the amendment that has been proposed to the motion.the amendment that has been proposed to the motion.the amendment that has been proposed to the motion.

Although President BUSH has approved the extension of unconditional renewal ofAlthough President BUSH has approved the extension of unconditional renewal ofAlthough President BUSH has approved the extension of unconditional renewal ofAlthough President BUSH has approved the extension of unconditional renewal of

MFN trading status for China for the current year ending 3 July 1993, this has notMFN trading status for China for the current year ending 3 July 1993, this has notMFN trading status for China for the current year ending 3 July 1993, this has notMFN trading status for China for the current year ending 3 July 1993, this has not

gone unchallenged.  A joint resolution of disapproval, introduced in the House ofgone unchallenged.  A joint resolution of disapproval, introduced in the House ofgone unchallenged.  A joint resolution of disapproval, introduced in the House ofgone unchallenged.  A joint resolution of disapproval, introduced in the House of

Representatives to revoke the President's decision, is now waiting to be put to theRepresentatives to revoke the President's decision, is now waiting to be put to theRepresentatives to revoke the President's decision, is now waiting to be put to theRepresentatives to revoke the President's decision, is now waiting to be put to the

House for a vote.  If approved by both the House and the Senate, China would be deniedHouse for a vote.  If approved by both the House and the Senate, China would be deniedHouse for a vote.  If approved by both the House and the Senate, China would be deniedHouse for a vote.  If approved by both the House and the Senate, China would be denied

of MFN status within 60 days of passage of the joint resolution unless the Presidentof MFN status within 60 days of passage of the joint resolution unless the Presidentof MFN status within 60 days of passage of the joint resolution unless the Presidentof MFN status within 60 days of passage of the joint resolution unless the President

exercises his veto and is able to sustain it in any veto-override attempt.exercises his veto and is able to sustain it in any veto-override attempt.exercises his veto and is able to sustain it in any veto-override attempt.exercises his veto and is able to sustain it in any veto-override attempt.

In addition to the attempt to deny MFN trading status for China this year, twoIn addition to the attempt to deny MFN trading status for China this year, twoIn addition to the attempt to deny MFN trading status for China this year, twoIn addition to the attempt to deny MFN trading status for China this year, two

bills attaching conditions to MFN renewal for next year have been introducedbills attaching conditions to MFN renewal for next year have been introducedbills attaching conditions to MFN renewal for next year have been introducedbills attaching conditions to MFN renewal for next year have been introduced

respectively in the Senate and the House of Representatives.  In brief, both billsrespectively in the Senate and the House of Representatives.  In brief, both billsrespectively in the Senate and the House of Representatives.  In brief, both billsrespectively in the Senate and the House of Representatives.  In brief, both bills

would deny MFN treatment for exports from predominately state-owned enterpriseswould deny MFN treatment for exports from predominately state-owned enterpriseswould deny MFN treatment for exports from predominately state-owned enterpriseswould deny MFN treatment for exports from predominately state-owned enterprises

should China fail to meet a number of conditions relating to improvements in humanshould China fail to meet a number of conditions relating to improvements in humanshould China fail to meet a number of conditions relating to improvements in humanshould China fail to meet a number of conditions relating to improvements in human

rights, trade practices, weapons non-proliferation and others.rights, trade practices, weapons non-proliferation and others.rights, trade practices, weapons non-proliferation and others.rights, trade practices, weapons non-proliferation and others.

This approach, although more selective than withdrawal of MFN status altogether,This approach, although more selective than withdrawal of MFN status altogether,This approach, although more selective than withdrawal of MFN status altogether,This approach, although more selective than withdrawal of MFN status altogether,

would not insulate Hong Kong from the ensuing adverse economic consequences.  Leavingwould not insulate Hong Kong from the ensuing adverse economic consequences.  Leavingwould not insulate Hong Kong from the ensuing adverse economic consequences.  Leavingwould not insulate Hong Kong from the ensuing adverse economic consequences.  Leaving

aside the Chinese response to conditionality, the United States Administration haveaside the Chinese response to conditionality, the United States Administration haveaside the Chinese response to conditionality, the United States Administration haveaside the Chinese response to conditionality, the United States Administration have

stated very clearly that the two bills are unworkable because it would be verystated very clearly that the two bills are unworkable because it would be verystated very clearly that the two bills are unworkable because it would be verystated very clearly that the two bills are unworkable because it would be very

difficult to determine which exports are produced by state-owned enterprises.difficult to determine which exports are produced by state-owned enterprises.difficult to determine which exports are produced by state-owned enterprises.difficult to determine which exports are produced by state-owned enterprises.

Confusion about the applicability of the legislation would not only give rise to chaosConfusion about the applicability of the legislation would not only give rise to chaosConfusion about the applicability of the legislation would not only give rise to chaosConfusion about the applicability of the legislation would not only give rise to chaos

and be detrimental to trade, it would also create uncertainty among investors in Hongand be detrimental to trade, it would also create uncertainty among investors in Hongand be detrimental to trade, it would also create uncertainty among investors in Hongand be detrimental to trade, it would also create uncertainty among investors in Hong



Kong and China.  While the impact on Hong Kong could not be quantified in view ofKong and China.  While the impact on Hong Kong could not be quantified in view ofKong and China.  While the impact on Hong Kong could not be quantified in view ofKong and China.  While the impact on Hong Kong could not be quantified in view of

the lack of data on exports by Chinese state-owned enterprises, one thing for certainthe lack of data on exports by Chinese state-owned enterprises, one thing for certainthe lack of data on exports by Chinese state-owned enterprises, one thing for certainthe lack of data on exports by Chinese state-owned enterprises, one thing for certain

is that Hong Kong will suffer because of its close economic ties with China.is that Hong Kong will suffer because of its close economic ties with China.is that Hong Kong will suffer because of its close economic ties with China.is that Hong Kong will suffer because of its close economic ties with China.

In recognition of the importance of the matter, Members of this Council haveIn recognition of the importance of the matter, Members of this Council haveIn recognition of the importance of the matter, Members of this Council haveIn recognition of the importance of the matter, Members of this Council have

helpfully issued a letter earlier on to key Senators to urge support for unconditionalhelpfully issued a letter earlier on to key Senators to urge support for unconditionalhelpfully issued a letter earlier on to key Senators to urge support for unconditionalhelpfully issued a letter earlier on to key Senators to urge support for unconditional

renewal of China's MFN status in 1992-93.  The private sector has also been workingrenewal of China's MFN status in 1992-93.  The private sector has also been workingrenewal of China's MFN status in 1992-93.  The private sector has also been workingrenewal of China's MFN status in 1992-93.  The private sector has also been working

vigorously on this front.  In May, two missions of businessmen visited Washingtonvigorously on this front.  In May, two missions of businessmen visited Washingtonvigorously on this front.  In May, two missions of businessmen visited Washingtonvigorously on this front.  In May, two missions of businessmen visited Washington

DC to lobby the support of both the business sector and the politicians in the UnitedDC to lobby the support of both the business sector and the politicians in the UnitedDC to lobby the support of both the business sector and the politicians in the UnitedDC to lobby the support of both the business sector and the politicians in the United

States.  On the part of the Government, our Washington office have worked with groupsStates.  On the part of the Government, our Washington office have worked with groupsStates.  On the part of the Government, our Washington office have worked with groupsStates.  On the part of the Government, our Washington office have worked with groups

in the United States having business or exporting interests in China, urging themin the United States having business or exporting interests in China, urging themin the United States having business or exporting interests in China, urging themin the United States having business or exporting interests in China, urging them

-- successfully -- to impress upon their Congressional representatives the damage-- successfully -- to impress upon their Congressional representatives the damage-- successfully -- to impress upon their Congressional representatives the damage-- successfully -- to impress upon their Congressional representatives the damage

that non-renewal or conditional renewal would do to the United States economy.that non-renewal or conditional renewal would do to the United States economy.that non-renewal or conditional renewal would do to the United States economy.that non-renewal or conditional renewal would do to the United States economy.

In addition, through the sustained efforts of my colleagues in our WashingtonIn addition, through the sustained efforts of my colleagues in our WashingtonIn addition, through the sustained efforts of my colleagues in our WashingtonIn addition, through the sustained efforts of my colleagues in our Washington

office and through my own visit there in May, we have ensured that Congressionaloffice and through my own visit there in May, we have ensured that Congressionaloffice and through my own visit there in May, we have ensured that Congressionaloffice and through my own visit there in May, we have ensured that Congressional

leaders and senior United States Administration officials are fully aware of theleaders and senior United States Administration officials are fully aware of theleaders and senior United States Administration officials are fully aware of theleaders and senior United States Administration officials are fully aware of the

importance to Hong Kong of unconditional MFN renewal.  Furthermore, to ensure thatimportance to Hong Kong of unconditional MFN renewal.  Furthermore, to ensure thatimportance to Hong Kong of unconditional MFN renewal.  Furthermore, to ensure thatimportance to Hong Kong of unconditional MFN renewal.  Furthermore, to ensure that

a coherent Hong Kong message is conveyed in the multiple lobbying efforts by thea coherent Hong Kong message is conveyed in the multiple lobbying efforts by thea coherent Hong Kong message is conveyed in the multiple lobbying efforts by thea coherent Hong Kong message is conveyed in the multiple lobbying efforts by the

Government as well as the private sector, we have met with chambers of commerce andGovernment as well as the private sector, we have met with chambers of commerce andGovernment as well as the private sector, we have met with chambers of commerce andGovernment as well as the private sector, we have met with chambers of commerce and

other trade and industrial groups regularly in both formal and informal settings,other trade and industrial groups regularly in both formal and informal settings,other trade and industrial groups regularly in both formal and informal settings,other trade and industrial groups regularly in both formal and informal settings,

updating them on the latest developments.  This process is continuing.updating them on the latest developments.  This process is continuing.updating them on the latest developments.  This process is continuing.updating them on the latest developments.  This process is continuing.

The key to the MFN battle,The key to the MFN battle,The key to the MFN battle,The key to the MFN battle, if I may use such a word, lies in President BUSH's if I may use such a word, lies in President BUSH's if I may use such a word, lies in President BUSH's if I may use such a word, lies in President BUSH's

very firm stand that withdrawal or conditional renewal of MFN status for China wouldvery firm stand that withdrawal or conditional renewal of MFN status for China wouldvery firm stand that withdrawal or conditional renewal of MFN status for China wouldvery firm stand that withdrawal or conditional renewal of MFN status for China would

not achieve the United States' other policy objectives.  However, we in Hong Kongnot achieve the United States' other policy objectives.  However, we in Hong Kongnot achieve the United States' other policy objectives.  However, we in Hong Kongnot achieve the United States' other policy objectives.  However, we in Hong Kong

cannot afford to be complacent given that the President was only able to sustain hiscannot afford to be complacent given that the President was only able to sustain hiscannot afford to be complacent given that the President was only able to sustain hiscannot afford to be complacent given that the President was only able to sustain his

veto against the bill introduced last year attaching conditions to MFN renewal byveto against the bill introduced last year attaching conditions to MFN renewal byveto against the bill introduced last year attaching conditions to MFN renewal byveto against the bill introduced last year attaching conditions to MFN renewal by

a narrow margin of five votes in the Senate in March this year.  The position thisa narrow margin of five votes in the Senate in March this year.  The position thisa narrow margin of five votes in the Senate in March this year.  The position thisa narrow margin of five votes in the Senate in March this year.  The position this

year is made more difficult because of domestic election politics in the Unitedyear is made more difficult because of domestic election politics in the Unitedyear is made more difficult because of domestic election politics in the Unitedyear is made more difficult because of domestic election politics in the United

States.States.States.States.

Mr Deputy President, I would like to state for the record that while Hong KongMr Deputy President, I would like to state for the record that while Hong KongMr Deputy President, I would like to state for the record that while Hong KongMr Deputy President, I would like to state for the record that while Hong Kong

possesses full autonomy in the conduct of its external commercial relations, thepossesses full autonomy in the conduct of its external commercial relations, thepossesses full autonomy in the conduct of its external commercial relations, thepossesses full autonomy in the conduct of its external commercial relations, the

United Kingdom Government has all along been very supportive of Hong Kong in respectUnited Kingdom Government has all along been very supportive of Hong Kong in respectUnited Kingdom Government has all along been very supportive of Hong Kong in respectUnited Kingdom Government has all along been very supportive of Hong Kong in respect

of the MFN issue and, when necessary, has on previous occasions approached the Unitedof the MFN issue and, when necessary, has on previous occasions approached the Unitedof the MFN issue and, when necessary, has on previous occasions approached the Unitedof the MFN issue and, when necessary, has on previous occasions approached the United

States Administration as well as members of the United States Congress to expressStates Administration as well as members of the United States Congress to expressStates Administration as well as members of the United States Congress to expressStates Administration as well as members of the United States Congress to express

concern at the damaging impact on Hong Kong if China were to lose its MFN tradingconcern at the damaging impact on Hong Kong if China were to lose its MFN tradingconcern at the damaging impact on Hong Kong if China were to lose its MFN tradingconcern at the damaging impact on Hong Kong if China were to lose its MFN trading



status in the United States.  Some of these contacts were at the highest levels ofstatus in the United States.  Some of these contacts were at the highest levels ofstatus in the United States.  Some of these contacts were at the highest levels ofstatus in the United States.  Some of these contacts were at the highest levels of

the United Kingdom and United States Governments. We are most grateful for the Unitedthe United Kingdom and United States Governments. We are most grateful for the Unitedthe United Kingdom and United States Governments. We are most grateful for the Unitedthe United Kingdom and United States Governments. We are most grateful for the United

Kingdom Government's support and have no doubt that, if necessary, the United KingdomKingdom Government's support and have no doubt that, if necessary, the United KingdomKingdom Government's support and have no doubt that, if necessary, the United KingdomKingdom Government's support and have no doubt that, if necessary, the United Kingdom

Government will again offer us every assistance in this matter in the future.Government will again offer us every assistance in this matter in the future.Government will again offer us every assistance in this matter in the future.Government will again offer us every assistance in this matter in the future.

On a related point, Members may wish to note that, at an open meeting of the TradeOn a related point, Members may wish to note that, at an open meeting of the TradeOn a related point, Members may wish to note that, at an open meeting of the TradeOn a related point, Members may wish to note that, at an open meeting of the Trade

Sub-Committee of the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representatives, whichSub-Committee of the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representatives, whichSub-Committee of the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representatives, whichSub-Committee of the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representatives, which

took place on 23 June 1992 in Washington, when China's MFN status was being discussed,took place on 23 June 1992 in Washington, when China's MFN status was being discussed,took place on 23 June 1992 in Washington, when China's MFN status was being discussed,took place on 23 June 1992 in Washington, when China's MFN status was being discussed,

a certain Congressman did say that, at a recent meeting with some Members of Parliamenta certain Congressman did say that, at a recent meeting with some Members of Parliamenta certain Congressman did say that, at a recent meeting with some Members of Parliamenta certain Congressman did say that, at a recent meeting with some Members of Parliament

in London, he had been told that MFN revocation would deal a devastating blow to Hongin London, he had been told that MFN revocation would deal a devastating blow to Hongin London, he had been told that MFN revocation would deal a devastating blow to Hongin London, he had been told that MFN revocation would deal a devastating blow to Hong

Kong's economy and business confidence.Kong's economy and business confidence.Kong's economy and business confidence.Kong's economy and business confidence.

In concluding my comments on the motion, I would like to assure Members that theIn concluding my comments on the motion, I would like to assure Members that theIn concluding my comments on the motion, I would like to assure Members that theIn concluding my comments on the motion, I would like to assure Members that the

Administration will continue to do its utmost to work for the unconditional renewalAdministration will continue to do its utmost to work for the unconditional renewalAdministration will continue to do its utmost to work for the unconditional renewalAdministration will continue to do its utmost to work for the unconditional renewal

of MFN trading status for China which is so important for the well-being of Hong Kong.of MFN trading status for China which is so important for the well-being of Hong Kong.of MFN trading status for China which is so important for the well-being of Hong Kong.of MFN trading status for China which is so important for the well-being of Hong Kong.

We will concentrate our efforts on securing enough support in the Congress to sustainWe will concentrate our efforts on securing enough support in the Congress to sustainWe will concentrate our efforts on securing enough support in the Congress to sustainWe will concentrate our efforts on securing enough support in the Congress to sustain

any Presidential veto of a joint resolution of disapproval or conditionality bill.any Presidential veto of a joint resolution of disapproval or conditionality bill.any Presidential veto of a joint resolution of disapproval or conditionality bill.any Presidential veto of a joint resolution of disapproval or conditionality bill.

The official Members of this Council will vote for the motion.The official Members of this Council will vote for the motion.The official Members of this Council will vote for the motion.The official Members of this Council will vote for the motion.

As regards the amendment proposed by Dr HUANG Chen-ya, the official Members willAs regards the amendment proposed by Dr HUANG Chen-ya, the official Members willAs regards the amendment proposed by Dr HUANG Chen-ya, the official Members willAs regards the amendment proposed by Dr HUANG Chen-ya, the official Members will

vote against it.  I must emphasize that this vote has nothing to do with the humanvote against it.  I must emphasize that this vote has nothing to do with the humanvote against it.  I must emphasize that this vote has nothing to do with the humanvote against it.  I must emphasize that this vote has nothing to do with the human

rights situation in China.rights situation in China.rights situation in China.rights situation in China.

The reasons for votinThe reasons for votinThe reasons for votinThe reasons for voting against the amendment are, first, that it does not containg against the amendment are, first, that it does not containg against the amendment are, first, that it does not containg against the amendment are, first, that it does not contain

the most important requirement, from our point of view, that the extension of China'sthe most important requirement, from our point of view, that the extension of China'sthe most important requirement, from our point of view, that the extension of China'sthe most important requirement, from our point of view, that the extension of China's

MFN trading status should be unconditional.  A conditional renewal of China's MFNMFN trading status should be unconditional.  A conditional renewal of China's MFNMFN trading status should be unconditional.  A conditional renewal of China's MFNMFN trading status should be unconditional.  A conditional renewal of China's MFN

status would be taken by businessmen and investors as an advance notice to wind downstatus would be taken by businessmen and investors as an advance notice to wind downstatus would be taken by businessmen and investors as an advance notice to wind downstatus would be taken by businessmen and investors as an advance notice to wind down

operations and investments in China.  The Hong Kong Government have, therefore,operations and investments in China.  The Hong Kong Government have, therefore,operations and investments in China.  The Hong Kong Government have, therefore,operations and investments in China.  The Hong Kong Government have, therefore,

consistently supported unconditional renewal on the grounds that conditionalconsistently supported unconditional renewal on the grounds that conditionalconsistently supported unconditional renewal on the grounds that conditionalconsistently supported unconditional renewal on the grounds that conditional

extension will be very damaging to Hong Kong.extension will be very damaging to Hong Kong.extension will be very damaging to Hong Kong.extension will be very damaging to Hong Kong.

My second point is that we have all along believed that MFN is a trade issue whichMy second point is that we have all along believed that MFN is a trade issue whichMy second point is that we have all along believed that MFN is a trade issue whichMy second point is that we have all along believed that MFN is a trade issue which

should not be linked to other issues, such as those included in the two conditionalityshould not be linked to other issues, such as those included in the two conditionalityshould not be linked to other issues, such as those included in the two conditionalityshould not be linked to other issues, such as those included in the two conditionality

bills.  Our position has nothing to do with the merits or otherwise of these otherbills.  Our position has nothing to do with the merits or otherwise of these otherbills.  Our position has nothing to do with the merits or otherwise of these otherbills.  Our position has nothing to do with the merits or otherwise of these other

issues.  In this respect, I would like to note once again that the United Statesissues.  In this respect, I would like to note once again that the United Statesissues.  In this respect, I would like to note once again that the United Statesissues.  In this respect, I would like to note once again that the United States

Administration's position is also that MFN is not the right tool to achieve otherAdministration's position is also that MFN is not the right tool to achieve otherAdministration's position is also that MFN is not the right tool to achieve otherAdministration's position is also that MFN is not the right tool to achieve other

policy objectives.policy objectives.policy objectives.policy objectives.



Finally, calling for extension of MFN without specifying that it shoFinally, calling for extension of MFN without specifying that it shoFinally, calling for extension of MFN without specifying that it shoFinally, calling for extension of MFN without specifying that it should beuld beuld beuld be

unconditional and linking MFN extension with a non-MFN issue may well be perceivedunconditional and linking MFN extension with a non-MFN issue may well be perceivedunconditional and linking MFN extension with a non-MFN issue may well be perceivedunconditional and linking MFN extension with a non-MFN issue may well be perceived

elsewhere as a weakening in our support for unconditional renewal and risk playingelsewhere as a weakening in our support for unconditional renewal and risk playingelsewhere as a weakening in our support for unconditional renewal and risk playingelsewhere as a weakening in our support for unconditional renewal and risk playing

into the hands of those who are trying to defeat the United States Administrationinto the hands of those who are trying to defeat the United States Administrationinto the hands of those who are trying to defeat the United States Administrationinto the hands of those who are trying to defeat the United States Administration

in order to achieve their own domestic political ends.in order to achieve their own domestic political ends.in order to achieve their own domestic political ends.in order to achieve their own domestic political ends.

A few Members speaking in favour of the amendment have said that our support ofA few Members speaking in favour of the amendment have said that our support ofA few Members speaking in favour of the amendment have said that our support ofA few Members speaking in favour of the amendment have said that our support of

unconditional renewal is unrealistic.  I do not agree with this view.  Our positionunconditional renewal is unrealistic.  I do not agree with this view.  Our positionunconditional renewal is unrealistic.  I do not agree with this view.  Our positionunconditional renewal is unrealistic.  I do not agree with this view.  Our position

is a realistic one.  In terms of United States domestic politics, Hong Kong is butis a realistic one.  In terms of United States domestic politics, Hong Kong is butis a realistic one.  In terms of United States domestic politics, Hong Kong is butis a realistic one.  In terms of United States domestic politics, Hong Kong is but

one factor in the MFN equation.  In our efforts to help maintain China's MFN statusone factor in the MFN equation.  In our efforts to help maintain China's MFN statusone factor in the MFN equation.  In our efforts to help maintain China's MFN statusone factor in the MFN equation.  In our efforts to help maintain China's MFN status

our best course of action lies in supporting the United States Administration's firmour best course of action lies in supporting the United States Administration's firmour best course of action lies in supporting the United States Administration's firmour best course of action lies in supporting the United States Administration's firm

stance that China's MFN status should be renewed without conditions.stance that China's MFN status should be renewed without conditions.stance that China's MFN status should be renewed without conditions.stance that China's MFN status should be renewed without conditions.

Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment put.Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment put.Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment put.Question on Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment put.

Voice votes takenVoice votes takenVoice votes takenVoice votes taken

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Noes had it.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Noes had it.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Noes had it.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Noes had it.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ringDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ringDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ringDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ring

for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members now please proceed to vote?  I will check with MembersDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members now please proceed to vote?  I will check with MembersDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members now please proceed to vote?  I will check with MembersDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members now please proceed to vote?  I will check with Members

before the results are displayed.before the results are displayed.before the results are displayed.before the results are displayed.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does any Member have a query before the results are displayed?  IfDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does any Member have a query before the results are displayed?  IfDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does any Member have a query before the results are displayed?  IfDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does any Member have a query before the results are displayed?  If

not, the results will be displayed.not, the results will be displayed.not, the results will be displayed.not, the results will be displayed.



Mr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Michael HO,Mr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Michael HO,Mr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Michael HO,Mr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Michael HO,

Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,

Mr James TO and Dr YEUNG Sum voted for the amendment.Mr James TO and Dr YEUNG Sum voted for the amendment.Mr James TO and Dr YEUNG Sum voted for the amendment.Mr James TO and Dr YEUNG Sum voted for the amendment.

The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,

Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,

Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr Ronald ARCULLI,Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr Ronald ARCULLI,Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr Ronald ARCULLI,Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr Ronald ARCULLI,

Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Dr LEONG Che-hung,Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Dr LEONG Che-hung,Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Dr LEONG Che-hung,Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Dr LEONG Che-hung,

Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN, Mr Vincent CHENG,Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN, Mr Vincent CHENG,Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN, Mr Vincent CHENG,Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN, Mr Vincent CHENG,

Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun,Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun,Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun,Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun,

Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG,Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG,Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG,Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG,

Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.

Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr Federick FUNG, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and Mr WONG Wai-Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr Federick FUNG, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and Mr WONG Wai-Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr Federick FUNG, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and Mr WONG Wai-Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr Federick FUNG, Mr Fred LI, Mr TIK Chi-yuen and Mr WONG Wai-

yin abstained.yin abstained.yin abstained.yin abstained.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 12 votes for the amendment and 37 votesTHE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 12 votes for the amendment and 37 votesTHE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 12 votes for the amendment and 37 votesTHE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 12 votes for the amendment and 37 votes

against it.  He therefore declared that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment was negatived.against it.  He therefore declared that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment was negatived.against it.  He therefore declared that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment was negatived.against it.  He therefore declared that Dr HUANG Chen-ya's amendment was negatived.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, I believe you have a short point to make.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, I believe you have a short point to make.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, I believe you have a short point to make.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr LEE, I believe you have a short point to make.

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  On behalf of theMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  On behalf of theMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  On behalf of theMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  On behalf of the

United Democrats of Hong Kong, I would like to put forward our stance on the originalUnited Democrats of Hong Kong, I would like to put forward our stance on the originalUnited Democrats of Hong Kong, I would like to put forward our stance on the originalUnited Democrats of Hong Kong, I would like to put forward our stance on the original

motion.  First, we think that.....motion.  First, we think that.....motion.  First, we think that.....motion.  First, we think that.....

MR ANDREW WONG: Is this the time to make a statement, Mr Deputy President?MR ANDREW WONG: Is this the time to make a statement, Mr Deputy President?MR ANDREW WONG: Is this the time to make a statement, Mr Deputy President?MR ANDREW WONG: Is this the time to make a statement, Mr Deputy President?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Strictly, under Standing Orders a Member who has not already spokenDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Strictly, under Standing Orders a Member who has not already spokenDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Strictly, under Standing Orders a Member who has not already spokenDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Strictly, under Standing Orders a Member who has not already spoken

may speak to the original motion.  I understood that Mr LEE wished to make a shortmay speak to the original motion.  I understood that Mr LEE wished to make a shortmay speak to the original motion.  I understood that Mr LEE wished to make a shortmay speak to the original motion.  I understood that Mr LEE wished to make a short

point and he is entitled to speak on the original motion.  Please proceed, Mr LEE.point and he is entitled to speak on the original motion.  Please proceed, Mr LEE.point and he is entitled to speak on the original motion.  Please proceed, Mr LEE.point and he is entitled to speak on the original motion.  Please proceed, Mr LEE.



MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): I rise to speak because the original motion causesMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): I rise to speak because the original motion causesMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): I rise to speak because the original motion causesMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): I rise to speak because the original motion causes

misunderstanding on the part of the United States Congress as well as the Americanmisunderstanding on the part of the United States Congress as well as the Americanmisunderstanding on the part of the United States Congress as well as the Americanmisunderstanding on the part of the United States Congress as well as the American

people who may think that we object to all the attached conditions, one of which beingpeople who may think that we object to all the attached conditions, one of which beingpeople who may think that we object to all the attached conditions, one of which beingpeople who may think that we object to all the attached conditions, one of which being

that China will abide by the Joint Declaration.  Second, it is alleged that the Unitedthat China will abide by the Joint Declaration.  Second, it is alleged that the Unitedthat China will abide by the Joint Declaration.  Second, it is alleged that the Unitedthat China will abide by the Joint Declaration.  Second, it is alleged that the United

Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) support the use of the MFN issue as a weapon to forceDemocrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) support the use of the MFN issue as a weapon to forceDemocrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) support the use of the MFN issue as a weapon to forceDemocrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) support the use of the MFN issue as a weapon to force

China to improve its human rights record.  This is not a policy adopted by the UDHKChina to improve its human rights record.  This is not a policy adopted by the UDHKChina to improve its human rights record.  This is not a policy adopted by the UDHKChina to improve its human rights record.  This is not a policy adopted by the UDHK

and we indeed disagree with some of the American policies.  What we are askingand we indeed disagree with some of the American policies.  What we are askingand we indeed disagree with some of the American policies.  What we are askingand we indeed disagree with some of the American policies.  What we are asking

everyone to consider is in what ways we can ensure that China would be awarded theeveryone to consider is in what ways we can ensure that China would be awarded theeveryone to consider is in what ways we can ensure that China would be awarded theeveryone to consider is in what ways we can ensure that China would be awarded the

MFN status on a long-term basis.  We think that the motion proposed by Mr VincentMFN status on a long-term basis.  We think that the motion proposed by Mr VincentMFN status on a long-term basis.  We think that the motion proposed by Mr VincentMFN status on a long-term basis.  We think that the motion proposed by Mr Vincent

CHENG cannot achieve this long-term objective.  A method to solve the problem of theCHENG cannot achieve this long-term objective.  A method to solve the problem of theCHENG cannot achieve this long-term objective.  A method to solve the problem of theCHENG cannot achieve this long-term objective.  A method to solve the problem of the

MFN status is for China to take the initiative to improve its human rights record.MFN status is for China to take the initiative to improve its human rights record.MFN status is for China to take the initiative to improve its human rights record.MFN status is for China to take the initiative to improve its human rights record.

The UDHK are only trying to voice their wish and suggest a solution to this long-termThe UDHK are only trying to voice their wish and suggest a solution to this long-termThe UDHK are only trying to voice their wish and suggest a solution to this long-termThe UDHK are only trying to voice their wish and suggest a solution to this long-term

problem, therefore we will abstain from voting on the original motion.problem, therefore we will abstain from voting on the original motion.problem, therefore we will abstain from voting on the original motion.problem, therefore we will abstain from voting on the original motion.

MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, could I speak?  I have not already spoken.MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, could I speak?  I have not already spoken.MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, could I speak?  I have not already spoken.MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, could I speak?  I have not already spoken.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you have a right to speak, Mr WONG, on the original motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you have a right to speak, Mr WONG, on the original motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you have a right to speak, Mr WONG, on the original motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you have a right to speak, Mr WONG, on the original motion.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I have not spoken yet.  But IMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I have not spoken yet.  But IMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I have not spoken yet.  But IMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I have not spoken yet.  But I

think the motion today is not very meaningful.  Since Members have debated for suchthink the motion today is not very meaningful.  Since Members have debated for suchthink the motion today is not very meaningful.  Since Members have debated for suchthink the motion today is not very meaningful.  Since Members have debated for such

a long time, it would be meaningless to carry on the debate.a long time, it would be meaningless to carry on the debate.a long time, it would be meaningless to carry on the debate.a long time, it would be meaningless to carry on the debate.

The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue was discussed once at an In-house meeting.The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue was discussed once at an In-house meeting.The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue was discussed once at an In-house meeting.The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) issue was discussed once at an In-house meeting.

The vast majority of Members at the meeting agreed that in the long-term interestThe vast majority of Members at the meeting agreed that in the long-term interestThe vast majority of Members at the meeting agreed that in the long-term interestThe vast majority of Members at the meeting agreed that in the long-term interest

of Hong Kong, it would be most ideal if the United States could grant China the MFNof Hong Kong, it would be most ideal if the United States could grant China the MFNof Hong Kong, it would be most ideal if the United States could grant China the MFNof Hong Kong, it would be most ideal if the United States could grant China the MFN

status.  I, therefore, am of the opinion that the motion is worth supporting.status.  I, therefore, am of the opinion that the motion is worth supporting.status.  I, therefore, am of the opinion that the motion is worth supporting.status.  I, therefore, am of the opinion that the motion is worth supporting.

Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

Question on Mr Vincent CHENG's motion put.Question on Mr Vincent CHENG's motion put.Question on Mr Vincent CHENG's motion put.Question on Mr Vincent CHENG's motion put.

Voice votes takenVoice votes takenVoice votes takenVoice votes taken



THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Ayes had it.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Ayes had it.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Ayes had it.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT said he thought the Ayes had it.

MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, I ask for a division.MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, I ask for a division.MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, I ask for a division.MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, I ask for a division.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ringDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ringDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ringDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Council will proceed to a division.  The division bell will ring

for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.for three minutes and the division will be held immediately afterwards.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members please proceed to vote?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members please proceed to vote?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members please proceed to vote?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would Members please proceed to vote?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Has one Member not registered his vote?  You are not obliged to,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Has one Member not registered his vote?  You are not obliged to,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Has one Member not registered his vote?  You are not obliged to,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Has one Member not registered his vote?  You are not obliged to,

of course.  There are 53 Members excluding myself and we have only 52 personsof course.  There are 53 Members excluding myself and we have only 52 personsof course.  There are 53 Members excluding myself and we have only 52 personsof course.  There are 53 Members excluding myself and we have only 52 persons

registered.registered.registered.registered.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have not registered your presence. Thank you, Miss LAU.  DoDEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have not registered your presence. Thank you, Miss LAU.  DoDEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have not registered your presence. Thank you, Miss LAU.  DoDEPUTY PRESIDENT: You have not registered your presence. Thank you, Miss LAU.  Do

Members have any query before the results are displayed?  The results will now beMembers have any query before the results are displayed?  The results will now beMembers have any query before the results are displayed?  The results will now beMembers have any query before the results are displayed?  The results will now be

displayed.displayed.displayed.displayed.

The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, Mr Allen LEE,

Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,Mr Stephen CHEONG, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit,

Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO,Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO,Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO,Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO,

Mr Ronald ARCULLI, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum,Mr Ronald ARCULLI, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum,Mr Ronald ARCULLI, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum,Mr Ronald ARCULLI, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum,

Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN,Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN,Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN,Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR, Mrs Elsie TU, Mr Peter WONG, Prof Edward CHEN,

Mr Vincent CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr TimothyMr Vincent CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr TimothyMr Vincent CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr TimothyMr Vincent CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr Marvin CHEUNG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy

HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun, Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Mr Fred LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK,HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun, Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Mr Fred LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK,HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun, Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Mr Fred LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK,HA, Dr LAM Kui-chun, Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Mr Fred LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK,

Mr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG, MrMr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG, MrMr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG, MrMr Steven POON, Mr Henry TANG, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Dr Samuel WONG, Dr Philip WONG, Mr

Howard YOUNG and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the motion.Howard YOUNG and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the motion.Howard YOUNG and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the motion.Howard YOUNG and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the motion.

Mr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr FrederickMr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr FrederickMr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr FrederickMr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Frederick

FUNG, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr James TOFUNG, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr James TOFUNG, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr James TOFUNG, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr James TO

and Dr YEUNG Sum abstained.and Dr YEUNG Sum abstained.and Dr YEUNG Sum abstained.and Dr YEUNG Sum abstained.



Miss Emily LAU registered her presenceMiss Emily LAU registered her presenceMiss Emily LAU registered her presenceMiss Emily LAU registered her presence

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 41 votes for the motion and none againstTHE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 41 votes for the motion and none againstTHE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 41 votes for the motion and none againstTHE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that there were 41 votes for the motion and none against

it.  He therefore declared that Mr Vincent CHENG's motion was carried.it.  He therefore declared that Mr Vincent CHENG's motion was carried.it.  He therefore declared that Mr Vincent CHENG's motion was carried.it.  He therefore declared that Mr Vincent CHENG's motion was carried.

Private BillPrivate BillPrivate BillPrivate Bill

Second Reading of BillSecond Reading of BillSecond Reading of BillSecond Reading of Bill

MIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILL

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        1 July 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        1 July 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        1 July 1992Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on        1 July 1992

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

Committee stage of BillCommittee stage of BillCommittee stage of BillCommittee stage of Bill

Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.

MIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILL

Clauses 1 and 3 to 17 were agreed to.Clauses 1 and 3 to 17 were agreed to.Clauses 1 and 3 to 17 were agreed to.Clauses 1 and 3 to 17 were agreed to.

Clause 2Clause 2Clause 2Clause 2

MR DAVID LI: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out under my nameMR DAVID LI: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out under my nameMR DAVID LI: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out under my nameMR DAVID LI: Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out under my name

in the paper that has been circulated to Members of the Council.  The English textin the paper that has been circulated to Members of the Council.  The English textin the paper that has been circulated to Members of the Council.  The English textin the paper that has been circulated to Members of the Council.  The English text

of this Bill is in order.  However two technical terms in clause 2 of the Bill inof this Bill is in order.  However two technical terms in clause 2 of the Bill inof this Bill is in order.  However two technical terms in clause 2 of the Bill inof this Bill is in order.  However two technical terms in clause 2 of the Bill in

the Chinese version are inconsistent with those used for similar terms in thethe Chinese version are inconsistent with those used for similar terms in thethe Chinese version are inconsistent with those used for similar terms in thethe Chinese version are inconsistent with those used for similar terms in the

authentic Chinese text of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.  Theauthentic Chinese text of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.  Theauthentic Chinese text of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.  Theauthentic Chinese text of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.  The

Chinese text therefore is to be changed to eradicate these inconsistencies.Chinese text therefore is to be changed to eradicate these inconsistencies.Chinese text therefore is to be changed to eradicate these inconsistencies.Chinese text therefore is to be changed to eradicate these inconsistencies.



Mr Chairman, I do not believe that this amendment will in any way affect theMr Chairman, I do not believe that this amendment will in any way affect theMr Chairman, I do not believe that this amendment will in any way affect theMr Chairman, I do not believe that this amendment will in any way affect the

substance of the Bill.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.substance of the Bill.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.substance of the Bill.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.substance of the Bill.  Mr Chairman, I beg to move.

Proposed amendmentProposed amendmentProposed amendmentProposed amendment

Clause 2Clause 2Clause 2Clause 2

That clause 2(1) be amended --That clause 2(1) be amended --That clause 2(1) be amended --That clause 2(1) be amended --

in the definition of "property", by deleting "� " and substituting " �" and byin the definition of "property", by deleting "� " and substituting " �" and byin the definition of "property", by deleting "� " and substituting " �" and byin the definition of "property", by deleting "� " and substituting " �" and by

deleting "� " and substituting " �".deleting "� " and substituting " �".deleting "� " and substituting " �".deleting "� " and substituting " �".

in the definition of "existing", by deleting "� " and substituting " �".in the definition of "existing", by deleting "� " and substituting " �".in the definition of "existing", by deleting "� " and substituting " �".in the definition of "existing", by deleting "� " and substituting " �".

Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed.

Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.

Preamble was agreed to.Preamble was agreed to.Preamble was agreed to.Preamble was agreed to.

Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.

Third Reading of BillThird Reading of BillThird Reading of BillThird Reading of Bill

MR DAVID LI reported that theMR DAVID LI reported that theMR DAVID LI reported that theMR DAVID LI reported that the

MIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILLMIDDLE EAST FINANCE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILL

had passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of the

Bills.Bills.Bills.Bills.

Question on the Third Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the Third time and passed.Bill read the Third time and passed.Bill read the Third time and passed.Bill read the Third time and passed.

AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment



CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Prof Felice LIEH MAK has given notice to raise a matter for replyDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Prof Felice LIEH MAK has given notice to raise a matter for replyDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Prof Felice LIEH MAK has given notice to raise a matter for replyDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Prof Felice LIEH MAK has given notice to raise a matter for reply

by the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there areby the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there areby the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there areby the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there are

45 minutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to45 minutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to45 minutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to45 minutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to

speak have spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Healthspeak have spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Healthspeak have spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Healthspeak have spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Health

and Welfare to reply.and Welfare to reply.and Welfare to reply.and Welfare to reply.

Patient's rightsPatient's rightsPatient's rightsPatient's rights

9.22 pm9.22 pm9.22 pm9.22 pm

PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, all countries, regardless of their stagesPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, all countries, regardless of their stagesPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, all countries, regardless of their stagesPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, all countries, regardless of their stages

of economic development, take as one of their ideals the availability of qualityof economic development, take as one of their ideals the availability of qualityof economic development, take as one of their ideals the availability of qualityof economic development, take as one of their ideals the availability of quality

medical care which is defined by accessibility to high technology and respect formedical care which is defined by accessibility to high technology and respect formedical care which is defined by accessibility to high technology and respect formedical care which is defined by accessibility to high technology and respect for

the patient as an entitled consumer of treatment.the patient as an entitled consumer of treatment.the patient as an entitled consumer of treatment.the patient as an entitled consumer of treatment.

I have proposed this debate on patient's rights for two reasons:I have proposed this debate on patient's rights for two reasons:I have proposed this debate on patient's rights for two reasons:I have proposed this debate on patient's rights for two reasons:

(1)(1)(1)(1) A greater understanding of the rights and responsibilitieA greater understanding of the rights and responsibilitieA greater understanding of the rights and responsibilitieA greater understanding of the rights and responsibilities of patients bys of patients bys of patients bys of patients by

both patients and doctors can greatly improve the quality of medical care in Hongboth patients and doctors can greatly improve the quality of medical care in Hongboth patients and doctors can greatly improve the quality of medical care in Hongboth patients and doctors can greatly improve the quality of medical care in Hong

Kong;Kong;Kong;Kong;

(2)(2)(2)(2) This issue is applicable to all professional public and private servicesThis issue is applicable to all professional public and private servicesThis issue is applicable to all professional public and private servicesThis issue is applicable to all professional public and private services

provided in Hong Kong.  Outlining the expectations of the people as consumers, andprovided in Hong Kong.  Outlining the expectations of the people as consumers, andprovided in Hong Kong.  Outlining the expectations of the people as consumers, andprovided in Hong Kong.  Outlining the expectations of the people as consumers, and

doctors as providers of services, will be a significant step towards greater qualitydoctors as providers of services, will be a significant step towards greater qualitydoctors as providers of services, will be a significant step towards greater qualitydoctors as providers of services, will be a significant step towards greater quality

and satisfaction.and satisfaction.and satisfaction.and satisfaction.

I will, in this speech, be more general in my approach, leaving it to my variousI will, in this speech, be more general in my approach, leaving it to my variousI will, in this speech, be more general in my approach, leaving it to my variousI will, in this speech, be more general in my approach, leaving it to my various

colleagues, who I am sure will support this endeavour, to elaborate on specificcolleagues, who I am sure will support this endeavour, to elaborate on specificcolleagues, who I am sure will support this endeavour, to elaborate on specificcolleagues, who I am sure will support this endeavour, to elaborate on specific

points.points.points.points.

The doctor-patient relationship requires trust, mutual respect and goodThe doctor-patient relationship requires trust, mutual respect and goodThe doctor-patient relationship requires trust, mutual respect and goodThe doctor-patient relationship requires trust, mutual respect and good

communication.  We all know or have experienced situations in which none of the abovecommunication.  We all know or have experienced situations in which none of the abovecommunication.  We all know or have experienced situations in which none of the abovecommunication.  We all know or have experienced situations in which none of the above

conditions have existed.  No information from the doctor about the ailment, medicineconditions have existed.  No information from the doctor about the ailment, medicineconditions have existed.  No information from the doctor about the ailment, medicineconditions have existed.  No information from the doctor about the ailment, medicine



dispensed without labels or instructions, little warning of the side-effects fromdispensed without labels or instructions, little warning of the side-effects fromdispensed without labels or instructions, little warning of the side-effects fromdispensed without labels or instructions, little warning of the side-effects from

a certain treatment, and rude doctors or nurses are just a few of the common complaintsa certain treatment, and rude doctors or nurses are just a few of the common complaintsa certain treatment, and rude doctors or nurses are just a few of the common complaintsa certain treatment, and rude doctors or nurses are just a few of the common complaints

from patients from both the private and public sectors.  Patients deserve better,from patients from both the private and public sectors.  Patients deserve better,from patients from both the private and public sectors.  Patients deserve better,from patients from both the private and public sectors.  Patients deserve better,

they deserve in their time of suffering to be treated with dignity and respect.  Thethey deserve in their time of suffering to be treated with dignity and respect.  Thethey deserve in their time of suffering to be treated with dignity and respect.  Thethey deserve in their time of suffering to be treated with dignity and respect.  The

patient has a right to know and understand his condition to the best knowledge ofpatient has a right to know and understand his condition to the best knowledge ofpatient has a right to know and understand his condition to the best knowledge ofpatient has a right to know and understand his condition to the best knowledge of

his doctor.  Doctors should explain the prescribed treatment as well as the outcomehis doctor.  Doctors should explain the prescribed treatment as well as the outcomehis doctor.  Doctors should explain the prescribed treatment as well as the outcomehis doctor.  Doctors should explain the prescribed treatment as well as the outcome

of the illness.  Possible alternatives, the benefits of receiving treatment or noof the illness.  Possible alternatives, the benefits of receiving treatment or noof the illness.  Possible alternatives, the benefits of receiving treatment or noof the illness.  Possible alternatives, the benefits of receiving treatment or no

treatment or alternative treatment, must be explained, as well as the cost andtreatment or alternative treatment, must be explained, as well as the cost andtreatment or alternative treatment, must be explained, as well as the cost andtreatment or alternative treatment, must be explained, as well as the cost and

potential side-effects of all treatment.  This will enable the patients to make apotential side-effects of all treatment.  This will enable the patients to make apotential side-effects of all treatment.  This will enable the patients to make apotential side-effects of all treatment.  This will enable the patients to make a

truly informed decision on the treatment of their choice.truly informed decision on the treatment of their choice.truly informed decision on the treatment of their choice.truly informed decision on the treatment of their choice.

All medicine should be labelled with name and directions for use. This will enableAll medicine should be labelled with name and directions for use. This will enableAll medicine should be labelled with name and directions for use. This will enableAll medicine should be labelled with name and directions for use. This will enable

other doctors as well as the patients to know accurately what sort of medication theyother doctors as well as the patients to know accurately what sort of medication theyother doctors as well as the patients to know accurately what sort of medication theyother doctors as well as the patients to know accurately what sort of medication they

are taking.  The doctor should explain the reasons for his prescription and also theare taking.  The doctor should explain the reasons for his prescription and also theare taking.  The doctor should explain the reasons for his prescription and also theare taking.  The doctor should explain the reasons for his prescription and also the

path which the patient will take in order to improve his health and also to co-operatepath which the patient will take in order to improve his health and also to co-operatepath which the patient will take in order to improve his health and also to co-operatepath which the patient will take in order to improve his health and also to co-operate

in the treatment.in the treatment.in the treatment.in the treatment.

The patient has a right to choose and refuse treatment and this should be basedThe patient has a right to choose and refuse treatment and this should be basedThe patient has a right to choose and refuse treatment and this should be basedThe patient has a right to choose and refuse treatment and this should be based

on the recommendations of his doctor.  In addition, patients must have a right toon the recommendations of his doctor.  In addition, patients must have a right toon the recommendations of his doctor.  In addition, patients must have a right toon the recommendations of his doctor.  In addition, patients must have a right to

know the medical charges and be presented with a properly itemized copy of their bill.know the medical charges and be presented with a properly itemized copy of their bill.know the medical charges and be presented with a properly itemized copy of their bill.know the medical charges and be presented with a properly itemized copy of their bill.

Patients must be allowed whenever possible to have access to their records and toPatients must be allowed whenever possible to have access to their records and toPatients must be allowed whenever possible to have access to their records and toPatients must be allowed whenever possible to have access to their records and to

have in their possession the results of their investigations.have in their possession the results of their investigations.have in their possession the results of their investigations.have in their possession the results of their investigations.

I have spoken at length about patient's rights; however, as a member of the CRC,I have spoken at length about patient's rights; however, as a member of the CRC,I have spoken at length about patient's rights; however, as a member of the CRC,I have spoken at length about patient's rights; however, as a member of the CRC,

we always believe in balance.  Rights therefore have to be balanced withwe always believe in balance.  Rights therefore have to be balanced withwe always believe in balance.  Rights therefore have to be balanced withwe always believe in balance.  Rights therefore have to be balanced with

responsibilities.  Patients must do their part to help health care professionals giveresponsibilities.  Patients must do their part to help health care professionals giveresponsibilities.  Patients must do their part to help health care professionals giveresponsibilities.  Patients must do their part to help health care professionals give

them the best care.  Patients should volunteer all useful information and tell thethem the best care.  Patients should volunteer all useful information and tell thethem the best care.  Patients should volunteer all useful information and tell thethem the best care.  Patients should volunteer all useful information and tell the

doctor if they do not understand his or her explanation.  They must follow thedoctor if they do not understand his or her explanation.  They must follow thedoctor if they do not understand his or her explanation.  They must follow thedoctor if they do not understand his or her explanation.  They must follow the

treatment plan and co-operate in all aspects of the treatment once it is explainedtreatment plan and co-operate in all aspects of the treatment once it is explainedtreatment plan and co-operate in all aspects of the treatment once it is explainedtreatment plan and co-operate in all aspects of the treatment once it is explained

and agreed upon.  The patient is responsible for acting upon the recommendations ofand agreed upon.  The patient is responsible for acting upon the recommendations ofand agreed upon.  The patient is responsible for acting upon the recommendations ofand agreed upon.  The patient is responsible for acting upon the recommendations of

his doctor and for the consequences of not adhering to the prescribed course ofhis doctor and for the consequences of not adhering to the prescribed course ofhis doctor and for the consequences of not adhering to the prescribed course ofhis doctor and for the consequences of not adhering to the prescribed course of

treatment.treatment.treatment.treatment.

There are a number of health care problems that exceed the diThere are a number of health care problems that exceed the diThere are a number of health care problems that exceed the diThere are a number of health care problems that exceed the direct relationshiprect relationshiprect relationshiprect relationship

between patients and doctors.  Hospital patients have many justifiable complaintsbetween patients and doctors.  Hospital patients have many justifiable complaintsbetween patients and doctors.  Hospital patients have many justifiable complaintsbetween patients and doctors.  Hospital patients have many justifiable complaints

about the state of and the facilities in both public and private hospitals.  Thereabout the state of and the facilities in both public and private hospitals.  Thereabout the state of and the facilities in both public and private hospitals.  Thereabout the state of and the facilities in both public and private hospitals.  There

is an improper distribution of beds and in this respect we think that this problemis an improper distribution of beds and in this respect we think that this problemis an improper distribution of beds and in this respect we think that this problemis an improper distribution of beds and in this respect we think that this problem

should be rectified as soon as possible to provide patients with an environment whichshould be rectified as soon as possible to provide patients with an environment whichshould be rectified as soon as possible to provide patients with an environment whichshould be rectified as soon as possible to provide patients with an environment which



will be conducive to their recovery.  Many of the floors and the hallways of hospitalswill be conducive to their recovery.  Many of the floors and the hallways of hospitalswill be conducive to their recovery.  Many of the floors and the hallways of hospitalswill be conducive to their recovery.  Many of the floors and the hallways of hospitals

are dirty, and the public toilets on the wards are often filthy.  Hygiene must beare dirty, and the public toilets on the wards are often filthy.  Hygiene must beare dirty, and the public toilets on the wards are often filthy.  Hygiene must beare dirty, and the public toilets on the wards are often filthy.  Hygiene must be

a first priority in a hospital.  What faith can patients have in their hopes ofa first priority in a hospital.  What faith can patients have in their hopes ofa first priority in a hospital.  What faith can patients have in their hopes ofa first priority in a hospital.  What faith can patients have in their hopes of

recovery if they fear catching an infection in the hospital?recovery if they fear catching an infection in the hospital?recovery if they fear catching an infection in the hospital?recovery if they fear catching an infection in the hospital?

Long waiting lists are another complaint, symptomatic of overcrowded wards andLong waiting lists are another complaint, symptomatic of overcrowded wards andLong waiting lists are another complaint, symptomatic of overcrowded wards andLong waiting lists are another complaint, symptomatic of overcrowded wards and

an inadequate number of staff and resources.an inadequate number of staff and resources.an inadequate number of staff and resources.an inadequate number of staff and resources.

The community deserves, and our patients deserve, to have these problems resolvedThe community deserves, and our patients deserve, to have these problems resolvedThe community deserves, and our patients deserve, to have these problems resolvedThe community deserves, and our patients deserve, to have these problems resolved

in the interests of quality medical care.  I am very pleased to know that the Hospitalin the interests of quality medical care.  I am very pleased to know that the Hospitalin the interests of quality medical care.  I am very pleased to know that the Hospitalin the interests of quality medical care.  I am very pleased to know that the Hospital

Authority is in fact now initiating an attempt to look at what rights patients shouldAuthority is in fact now initiating an attempt to look at what rights patients shouldAuthority is in fact now initiating an attempt to look at what rights patients shouldAuthority is in fact now initiating an attempt to look at what rights patients should

have and what provisions the Hospital Authority can give in order to ensure that thehave and what provisions the Hospital Authority can give in order to ensure that thehave and what provisions the Hospital Authority can give in order to ensure that thehave and what provisions the Hospital Authority can give in order to ensure that the

patients will indeed have their rights respected.patients will indeed have their rights respected.patients will indeed have their rights respected.patients will indeed have their rights respected.

I ask the Government to improve health care in Hong Kong by drafting andI ask the Government to improve health care in Hong Kong by drafting andI ask the Government to improve health care in Hong Kong by drafting andI ask the Government to improve health care in Hong Kong by drafting and

distributing an outline of patient's rights and responsibilities. As consumers ofdistributing an outline of patient's rights and responsibilities. As consumers ofdistributing an outline of patient's rights and responsibilities. As consumers ofdistributing an outline of patient's rights and responsibilities. As consumers of

medical care provided by both public staff and private professionals, the publicmedical care provided by both public staff and private professionals, the publicmedical care provided by both public staff and private professionals, the publicmedical care provided by both public staff and private professionals, the public

should know what they can expect from health care and what is expected of them.  Ashould know what they can expect from health care and what is expected of them.  Ashould know what they can expect from health care and what is expected of them.  Ashould know what they can expect from health care and what is expected of them.  A

clearly stated guide of these expectations will strengthen the relationship betweenclearly stated guide of these expectations will strengthen the relationship betweenclearly stated guide of these expectations will strengthen the relationship betweenclearly stated guide of these expectations will strengthen the relationship between

patient and doctor, increase understanding of medical conditions and treatment, andpatient and doctor, increase understanding of medical conditions and treatment, andpatient and doctor, increase understanding of medical conditions and treatment, andpatient and doctor, increase understanding of medical conditions and treatment, and

improve the quality of health care.  I hope the Government will consider these wordsimprove the quality of health care.  I hope the Government will consider these wordsimprove the quality of health care.  I hope the Government will consider these wordsimprove the quality of health care.  I hope the Government will consider these words

and their implications for the attainment of not only better health care but alsoand their implications for the attainment of not only better health care but alsoand their implications for the attainment of not only better health care but alsoand their implications for the attainment of not only better health care but also

of a more open, more accountable government that is dedicated to quality services.of a more open, more accountable government that is dedicated to quality services.of a more open, more accountable government that is dedicated to quality services.of a more open, more accountable government that is dedicated to quality services.

I shall welcome the views of my honourable colleagues on this subject.  ThankI shall welcome the views of my honourable colleagues on this subject.  ThankI shall welcome the views of my honourable colleagues on this subject.  ThankI shall welcome the views of my honourable colleagues on this subject.  Thank

you.you.you.you.

MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, there is little doubt that we are at our mostMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, there is little doubt that we are at our mostMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, there is little doubt that we are at our mostMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, there is little doubt that we are at our most

vulnerable when we are taken ill, and if that illness is serious enough to warrantvulnerable when we are taken ill, and if that illness is serious enough to warrantvulnerable when we are taken ill, and if that illness is serious enough to warrantvulnerable when we are taken ill, and if that illness is serious enough to warrant

hospitalization, then we are at the mercy of the entire staff of that institution,hospitalization, then we are at the mercy of the entire staff of that institution,hospitalization, then we are at the mercy of the entire staff of that institution,hospitalization, then we are at the mercy of the entire staff of that institution,

not just the doctors or nurses but others, be they general or professional, regardlessnot just the doctors or nurses but others, be they general or professional, regardlessnot just the doctors or nurses but others, be they general or professional, regardlessnot just the doctors or nurses but others, be they general or professional, regardless

of whether we as patients come into direct contact with them or not.of whether we as patients come into direct contact with them or not.of whether we as patients come into direct contact with them or not.of whether we as patients come into direct contact with them or not.

Judging from the complaints that patients have about hospitals, my point wasJudging from the complaints that patients have about hospitals, my point wasJudging from the complaints that patients have about hospitals, my point wasJudging from the complaints that patients have about hospitals, my point was

adequately reflected.  For example, the hospital toilets have been a main case foradequately reflected.  For example, the hospital toilets have been a main case foradequately reflected.  For example, the hospital toilets have been a main case foradequately reflected.  For example, the hospital toilets have been a main case for

complaint.  They are of course the responsibility of the cleaning staff but the poorcomplaint.  They are of course the responsibility of the cleaning staff but the poorcomplaint.  They are of course the responsibility of the cleaning staff but the poorcomplaint.  They are of course the responsibility of the cleaning staff but the poor

standard of cleanliness is a statement of neglect on the part of management.standard of cleanliness is a statement of neglect on the part of management.standard of cleanliness is a statement of neglect on the part of management.standard of cleanliness is a statement of neglect on the part of management.



Another common grievance is the food being served on patients. Dieticians mayAnother common grievance is the food being served on patients. Dieticians mayAnother common grievance is the food being served on patients. Dieticians mayAnother common grievance is the food being served on patients. Dieticians may

be responsible for the nutrition of such provisions but the kitchen is to blame forbe responsible for the nutrition of such provisions but the kitchen is to blame forbe responsible for the nutrition of such provisions but the kitchen is to blame forbe responsible for the nutrition of such provisions but the kitchen is to blame for

meals being tasteless, cold and unappetizing.meals being tasteless, cold and unappetizing.meals being tasteless, cold and unappetizing.meals being tasteless, cold and unappetizing.

Such complaints are but minor when compared to the substantive grumbles thatSuch complaints are but minor when compared to the substantive grumbles thatSuch complaints are but minor when compared to the substantive grumbles thatSuch complaints are but minor when compared to the substantive grumbles that

doctors and nurses have not explained the condition, diagnosis and treatment todoctors and nurses have not explained the condition, diagnosis and treatment todoctors and nurses have not explained the condition, diagnosis and treatment todoctors and nurses have not explained the condition, diagnosis and treatment to

patients.  Related to this is the frequent failure to draw patients into the decisionpatients.  Related to this is the frequent failure to draw patients into the decisionpatients.  Related to this is the frequent failure to draw patients into the decisionpatients.  Related to this is the frequent failure to draw patients into the decision

making process by respecting the right of consent to certain treatments, and naturallymaking process by respecting the right of consent to certain treatments, and naturallymaking process by respecting the right of consent to certain treatments, and naturallymaking process by respecting the right of consent to certain treatments, and naturally

the one issue with private patients is the determination of fees.the one issue with private patients is the determination of fees.the one issue with private patients is the determination of fees.the one issue with private patients is the determination of fees.

When I was on the Consumer Council I have been asked often: Why is it that theWhen I was on the Consumer Council I have been asked often: Why is it that theWhen I was on the Consumer Council I have been asked often: Why is it that theWhen I was on the Consumer Council I have been asked often: Why is it that the

Council could not handle complaints of overcharging?  The reason was simple, we didCouncil could not handle complaints of overcharging?  The reason was simple, we didCouncil could not handle complaints of overcharging?  The reason was simple, we didCouncil could not handle complaints of overcharging?  The reason was simple, we did

not have the professional competence to assess accurately, and we believed it wasnot have the professional competence to assess accurately, and we believed it wasnot have the professional competence to assess accurately, and we believed it wasnot have the professional competence to assess accurately, and we believed it was

best left to the professional bodies to self-regulate.  The problem is that such anbest left to the professional bodies to self-regulate.  The problem is that such anbest left to the professional bodies to self-regulate.  The problem is that such anbest left to the professional bodies to self-regulate.  The problem is that such an

avenue is not readily available to the public when it should jolly well be.avenue is not readily available to the public when it should jolly well be.avenue is not readily available to the public when it should jolly well be.avenue is not readily available to the public when it should jolly well be.

In short, I support the drawing up and the extensive promotion of patient's rights,In short, I support the drawing up and the extensive promotion of patient's rights,In short, I support the drawing up and the extensive promotion of patient's rights,In short, I support the drawing up and the extensive promotion of patient's rights,

and logically this should be undertaken now by the Hospital Authority.  The patient'sand logically this should be undertaken now by the Hospital Authority.  The patient'sand logically this should be undertaken now by the Hospital Authority.  The patient'sand logically this should be undertaken now by the Hospital Authority.  The patient's

rights and responsibilities drawn up by the Council of Social Service last Augustrights and responsibilities drawn up by the Council of Social Service last Augustrights and responsibilities drawn up by the Council of Social Service last Augustrights and responsibilities drawn up by the Council of Social Service last August

is perhaps a good start.  The American Patient's Bill of Rights and the Unitedis perhaps a good start.  The American Patient's Bill of Rights and the Unitedis perhaps a good start.  The American Patient's Bill of Rights and the Unitedis perhaps a good start.  The American Patient's Bill of Rights and the United

Kingdom's Patient's Charter are useful references from which we can borrow whereKingdom's Patient's Charter are useful references from which we can borrow whereKingdom's Patient's Charter are useful references from which we can borrow whereKingdom's Patient's Charter are useful references from which we can borrow where

appropriate.  It is important that when such statement of rights is adopted thereappropriate.  It is important that when such statement of rights is adopted thereappropriate.  It is important that when such statement of rights is adopted thereappropriate.  It is important that when such statement of rights is adopted there

must be channels for redress when the rights are infringed.must be channels for redress when the rights are infringed.must be channels for redress when the rights are infringed.must be channels for redress when the rights are infringed.

MRS RITA FAN: Mr Deputy President, nearly 20 years ago, a young professional in hisMRS RITA FAN: Mr Deputy President, nearly 20 years ago, a young professional in hisMRS RITA FAN: Mr Deputy President, nearly 20 years ago, a young professional in hisMRS RITA FAN: Mr Deputy President, nearly 20 years ago, a young professional in his

early thirties went to a doctor for a minor illness. During the consultation heearly thirties went to a doctor for a minor illness. During the consultation heearly thirties went to a doctor for a minor illness. During the consultation heearly thirties went to a doctor for a minor illness. During the consultation he

mentioned in passing that he was sensitive to iodine.  The doctor treated his ailmentmentioned in passing that he was sensitive to iodine.  The doctor treated his ailmentmentioned in passing that he was sensitive to iodine.  The doctor treated his ailmentmentioned in passing that he was sensitive to iodine.  The doctor treated his ailment

and suggested that he should go for a further medical examination.  He obeyed.  Heand suggested that he should go for a further medical examination.  He obeyed.  Heand suggested that he should go for a further medical examination.  He obeyed.  Heand suggested that he should go for a further medical examination.  He obeyed.  He

went into the hospital in a robust manner but he never left the hospital.  Somehowwent into the hospital in a robust manner but he never left the hospital.  Somehowwent into the hospital in a robust manner but he never left the hospital.  Somehowwent into the hospital in a robust manner but he never left the hospital.  Somehow

iodine was injected into his body as part of the medical examination process.  Hisiodine was injected into his body as part of the medical examination process.  Hisiodine was injected into his body as part of the medical examination process.  Hisiodine was injected into his body as part of the medical examination process.  His

wife, who was pregnant then, left Hong Kong in grief.  If he had been made aware ofwife, who was pregnant then, left Hong Kong in grief.  If he had been made aware ofwife, who was pregnant then, left Hong Kong in grief.  If he had been made aware ofwife, who was pregnant then, left Hong Kong in grief.  If he had been made aware of

the medicine that would be employed in the examination, the tragedy could have beenthe medicine that would be employed in the examination, the tragedy could have beenthe medicine that would be employed in the examination, the tragedy could have beenthe medicine that would be employed in the examination, the tragedy could have been

avoided.avoided.avoided.avoided.

Another incident happened to one of my family members.  He had always had an ulcerAnother incident happened to one of my family members.  He had always had an ulcerAnother incident happened to one of my family members.  He had always had an ulcerAnother incident happened to one of my family members.  He had always had an ulcer

and he received medication from time to time as necessary.  Once when he wasand he received medication from time to time as necessary.  Once when he wasand he received medication from time to time as necessary.  Once when he wasand he received medication from time to time as necessary.  Once when he was



travelling in another country he suffered from minor internal bleeding.  Hetravelling in another country he suffered from minor internal bleeding.  Hetravelling in another country he suffered from minor internal bleeding.  Hetravelling in another country he suffered from minor internal bleeding.  He

immediately went to a doctor.  The doctor asked what medicine he had been using andimmediately went to a doctor.  The doctor asked what medicine he had been using andimmediately went to a doctor.  The doctor asked what medicine he had been using andimmediately went to a doctor.  The doctor asked what medicine he had been using and

what portions he had been given.  He could not answer these questions because it waswhat portions he had been given.  He could not answer these questions because it waswhat portions he had been given.  He could not answer these questions because it waswhat portions he had been given.  He could not answer these questions because it was

not usual for patients to be told by their doctors in Hong Kong what medicine theynot usual for patients to be told by their doctors in Hong Kong what medicine theynot usual for patients to be told by their doctors in Hong Kong what medicine theynot usual for patients to be told by their doctors in Hong Kong what medicine they

were given.  It did not occur to him that he should ask.  Without this informationwere given.  It did not occur to him that he should ask.  Without this informationwere given.  It did not occur to him that he should ask.  Without this informationwere given.  It did not occur to him that he should ask.  Without this information

readily available, the doctor needed more time to treat him by trying out medicinereadily available, the doctor needed more time to treat him by trying out medicinereadily available, the doctor needed more time to treat him by trying out medicinereadily available, the doctor needed more time to treat him by trying out medicine

of a lighter portion first.  This incident, of course, simply caused some discomfortof a lighter portion first.  This incident, of course, simply caused some discomfortof a lighter portion first.  This incident, of course, simply caused some discomfortof a lighter portion first.  This incident, of course, simply caused some discomfort

but had no significant or permanent effect on the patient.but had no significant or permanent effect on the patient.but had no significant or permanent effect on the patient.but had no significant or permanent effect on the patient.

Mr Deputy President, I refer to these two incidents because I sincerely hope thatMr Deputy President, I refer to these two incidents because I sincerely hope thatMr Deputy President, I refer to these two incidents because I sincerely hope thatMr Deputy President, I refer to these two incidents because I sincerely hope that

the doctors in Hong Kong would take it upon themselves to inform patients of thethe doctors in Hong Kong would take it upon themselves to inform patients of thethe doctors in Hong Kong would take it upon themselves to inform patients of thethe doctors in Hong Kong would take it upon themselves to inform patients of the

treatment and medicines given to them so that it becomes the norm.  The patients dotreatment and medicines given to them so that it becomes the norm.  The patients dotreatment and medicines given to them so that it becomes the norm.  The patients dotreatment and medicines given to them so that it becomes the norm.  The patients do

know what is done to them and what they are taking into their bodies.know what is done to them and what they are taking into their bodies.know what is done to them and what they are taking into their bodies.know what is done to them and what they are taking into their bodies.

The Government should educate the publThe Government should educate the publThe Government should educate the publThe Government should educate the public on patient's rights and encourageic on patient's rights and encourageic on patient's rights and encourageic on patient's rights and encourage

doctors to respect the patient's right to know.  Let us hope that patients in Hongdoctors to respect the patient's right to know.  Let us hope that patients in Hongdoctors to respect the patient's right to know.  Let us hope that patients in Hongdoctors to respect the patient's right to know.  Let us hope that patients in Hong

Kong can enjoy the same rights as their counterparts in other countries because ourKong can enjoy the same rights as their counterparts in other countries because ourKong can enjoy the same rights as their counterparts in other countries because ourKong can enjoy the same rights as their counterparts in other countries because our

doctors do care for them and because this society respects self-discipline and otherdoctors do care for them and because this society respects self-discipline and otherdoctors do care for them and because this society respects self-discipline and otherdoctors do care for them and because this society respects self-discipline and other

people's rights, without having to employ the use of legislative power.people's rights, without having to employ the use of legislative power.people's rights, without having to employ the use of legislative power.people's rights, without having to employ the use of legislative power.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the controversial MostDR LEONG CHE-HUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the controversial MostDR LEONG CHE-HUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the controversial MostDR LEONG CHE-HUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the controversial Most

Favoured Nation (MFN) issue was debated for two and a half hours and I believe thatFavoured Nation (MFN) issue was debated for two and a half hours and I believe thatFavoured Nation (MFN) issue was debated for two and a half hours and I believe thatFavoured Nation (MFN) issue was debated for two and a half hours and I believe that

this adjournment debate on patient's rights may not arouse so much enthusiasm.this adjournment debate on patient's rights may not arouse so much enthusiasm.this adjournment debate on patient's rights may not arouse so much enthusiasm.this adjournment debate on patient's rights may not arouse so much enthusiasm.

Nevertheless, I hope that my colleagues will not belittle patient's rights.  As aNevertheless, I hope that my colleagues will not belittle patient's rights.  As aNevertheless, I hope that my colleagues will not belittle patient's rights.  As aNevertheless, I hope that my colleagues will not belittle patient's rights.  As a

member of the medical profession, I feel that patient's rights are as important asmember of the medical profession, I feel that patient's rights are as important asmember of the medical profession, I feel that patient's rights are as important asmember of the medical profession, I feel that patient's rights are as important as

MFN insofar as the people's livelihood is concerned.MFN insofar as the people's livelihood is concerned.MFN insofar as the people's livelihood is concerned.MFN insofar as the people's livelihood is concerned.

Mr Deputy President, most members of the Medical Functional Constituency belongMr Deputy President, most members of the Medical Functional Constituency belongMr Deputy President, most members of the Medical Functional Constituency belongMr Deputy President, most members of the Medical Functional Constituency belong

to the Hong Kong Medical Association.  The Association has an important motto ofto the Hong Kong Medical Association.  The Association has an important motto ofto the Hong Kong Medical Association.  The Association has an important motto ofto the Hong Kong Medical Association.  The Association has an important motto of

"preserving people's health".  With that as an objective, the medical profession of"preserving people's health".  With that as an objective, the medical profession of"preserving people's health".  With that as an objective, the medical profession of"preserving people's health".  With that as an objective, the medical profession of

Hong Kong has always attained to put the patients first, providing the best servicesHong Kong has always attained to put the patients first, providing the best servicesHong Kong has always attained to put the patients first, providing the best servicesHong Kong has always attained to put the patients first, providing the best services

where possible and be responsive to their needs.  With that objective in mind, thewhere possible and be responsive to their needs.  With that objective in mind, thewhere possible and be responsive to their needs.  With that objective in mind, thewhere possible and be responsive to their needs.  With that objective in mind, the

medical profession has always urged that our citizens be provided with the best publicmedical profession has always urged that our citizens be provided with the best publicmedical profession has always urged that our citizens be provided with the best publicmedical profession has always urged that our citizens be provided with the best public

medical services as far as possible regardless of their means.  In short, the medicalmedical services as far as possible regardless of their means.  In short, the medicalmedical services as far as possible regardless of their means.  In short, the medicalmedical services as far as possible regardless of their means.  In short, the medical

profession of Hong Kong recognizes and supports patient's rights and we have remindedprofession of Hong Kong recognizes and supports patient's rights and we have remindedprofession of Hong Kong recognizes and supports patient's rights and we have remindedprofession of Hong Kong recognizes and supports patient's rights and we have reminded

our members to adhere to the principle of safeguarding patient's rights.  We willour members to adhere to the principle of safeguarding patient's rights.  We willour members to adhere to the principle of safeguarding patient's rights.  We willour members to adhere to the principle of safeguarding patient's rights.  We will

also launch a territory-wide publicity campaign through the mass media to educatealso launch a territory-wide publicity campaign through the mass media to educatealso launch a territory-wide publicity campaign through the mass media to educatealso launch a territory-wide publicity campaign through the mass media to educate



the public on patient's rights.the public on patient's rights.the public on patient's rights.the public on patient's rights.

In view of the principle regarding patient's rights, the medical profession isIn view of the principle regarding patient's rights, the medical profession isIn view of the principle regarding patient's rights, the medical profession isIn view of the principle regarding patient's rights, the medical profession is

of the view that apart from the various types of human rights being enjoyed, peopleof the view that apart from the various types of human rights being enjoyed, peopleof the view that apart from the various types of human rights being enjoyed, peopleof the view that apart from the various types of human rights being enjoyed, people

should have the following rights as well: (1) Patients should reveal to their doctorsshould have the following rights as well: (1) Patients should reveal to their doctorsshould have the following rights as well: (1) Patients should reveal to their doctorsshould have the following rights as well: (1) Patients should reveal to their doctors

their medical conditions; (2) Patients may inquire about the fees and charges beforetheir medical conditions; (2) Patients may inquire about the fees and charges beforetheir medical conditions; (2) Patients may inquire about the fees and charges beforetheir medical conditions; (2) Patients may inquire about the fees and charges before

consulting a doctor; (3) Patients should ask doctors what illness they are sufferingconsulting a doctor; (3) Patients should ask doctors what illness they are sufferingconsulting a doctor; (3) Patients should ask doctors what illness they are sufferingconsulting a doctor; (3) Patients should ask doctors what illness they are suffering

from, what their present conditions are, at what stage their illness is and whetherfrom, what their present conditions are, at what stage their illness is and whetherfrom, what their present conditions are, at what stage their illness is and whetherfrom, what their present conditions are, at what stage their illness is and whether

there will be any sequela; (4) Patients should be informed of the modalities ofthere will be any sequela; (4) Patients should be informed of the modalities ofthere will be any sequela; (4) Patients should be informed of the modalities ofthere will be any sequela; (4) Patients should be informed of the modalities of

diagnosis and treatment so that they can make a choice; (5) Patients should also bediagnosis and treatment so that they can make a choice; (5) Patients should also bediagnosis and treatment so that they can make a choice; (5) Patients should also bediagnosis and treatment so that they can make a choice; (5) Patients should also be

told what medicines they are given, the action, dosage and effectiveness of thetold what medicines they are given, the action, dosage and effectiveness of thetold what medicines they are given, the action, dosage and effectiveness of thetold what medicines they are given, the action, dosage and effectiveness of the

medicines prescribed and whether there are any side effects; and (6) Patients maymedicines prescribed and whether there are any side effects; and (6) Patients maymedicines prescribed and whether there are any side effects; and (6) Patients maymedicines prescribed and whether there are any side effects; and (6) Patients may

request that their medical conditions be kept strictly confidential.  The Patient'srequest that their medical conditions be kept strictly confidential.  The Patient'srequest that their medical conditions be kept strictly confidential.  The Patient'srequest that their medical conditions be kept strictly confidential.  The Patient's

Charter issued by the Ministry of Health of the United Kingdom last year not onlyCharter issued by the Ministry of Health of the United Kingdom last year not onlyCharter issued by the Ministry of Health of the United Kingdom last year not onlyCharter issued by the Ministry of Health of the United Kingdom last year not only

recognizes the right of a person to consult a doctor when being taken ill, but alsorecognizes the right of a person to consult a doctor when being taken ill, but alsorecognizes the right of a person to consult a doctor when being taken ill, but alsorecognizes the right of a person to consult a doctor when being taken ill, but also

establishes links with a registered general medical practitioner.  Under theestablishes links with a registered general medical practitioner.  Under theestablishes links with a registered general medical practitioner.  Under theestablishes links with a registered general medical practitioner.  Under the

arrangement, a patient may be referred to a consultant when necessary.  The Charterarrangement, a patient may be referred to a consultant when necessary.  The Charterarrangement, a patient may be referred to a consultant when necessary.  The Charterarrangement, a patient may be referred to a consultant when necessary.  The Charter

also states that patients should have access to their medical records and the rightalso states that patients should have access to their medical records and the rightalso states that patients should have access to their medical records and the rightalso states that patients should have access to their medical records and the right

to decide whether or not to take part in medical researches or to receive treatmentto decide whether or not to take part in medical researches or to receive treatmentto decide whether or not to take part in medical researches or to receive treatmentto decide whether or not to take part in medical researches or to receive treatment

by medical students as part of their training.by medical students as part of their training.by medical students as part of their training.by medical students as part of their training.

The medical profession of Hong Kong fully supports any move that helps to enhanceThe medical profession of Hong Kong fully supports any move that helps to enhanceThe medical profession of Hong Kong fully supports any move that helps to enhanceThe medical profession of Hong Kong fully supports any move that helps to enhance

public awareness of patients' interests.  However, we need to protect patients'public awareness of patients' interests.  However, we need to protect patients'public awareness of patients' interests.  However, we need to protect patients'public awareness of patients' interests.  However, we need to protect patients'

interests and be flexible in handling different cases.  Let me cite two examples.interests and be flexible in handling different cases.  Let me cite two examples.interests and be flexible in handling different cases.  Let me cite two examples.interests and be flexible in handling different cases.  Let me cite two examples.

The first one is that it may not be appropriate for a doctor to tell a patient sufferingThe first one is that it may not be appropriate for a doctor to tell a patient sufferingThe first one is that it may not be appropriate for a doctor to tell a patient sufferingThe first one is that it may not be appropriate for a doctor to tell a patient suffering

from terminal cancer about the conditions of his illness.  Sometimes, it may not befrom terminal cancer about the conditions of his illness.  Sometimes, it may not befrom terminal cancer about the conditions of his illness.  Sometimes, it may not befrom terminal cancer about the conditions of his illness.  Sometimes, it may not be

in the best interest of the patient if the whole truth is revealed.  The bestin the best interest of the patient if the whole truth is revealed.  The bestin the best interest of the patient if the whole truth is revealed.  The bestin the best interest of the patient if the whole truth is revealed.  The best

compromise is to inform the patient's family and discuss the situation with them.compromise is to inform the patient's family and discuss the situation with them.compromise is to inform the patient's family and discuss the situation with them.compromise is to inform the patient's family and discuss the situation with them.

The second example is that some psychiatrists have told us that if they disclose toThe second example is that some psychiatrists have told us that if they disclose toThe second example is that some psychiatrists have told us that if they disclose toThe second example is that some psychiatrists have told us that if they disclose to

their patients the names of the drugs prescribed, very often these drugs will nottheir patients the names of the drugs prescribed, very often these drugs will nottheir patients the names of the drugs prescribed, very often these drugs will nottheir patients the names of the drugs prescribed, very often these drugs will not

achieve their optimum effect.  Under such circumstances, the psychiatrists need toachieve their optimum effect.  Under such circumstances, the psychiatrists need toachieve their optimum effect.  Under such circumstances, the psychiatrists need toachieve their optimum effect.  Under such circumstances, the psychiatrists need to

be more flexible and the details and properties of the drugs prescribed should bebe more flexible and the details and properties of the drugs prescribed should bebe more flexible and the details and properties of the drugs prescribed should bebe more flexible and the details and properties of the drugs prescribed should be

disclosed to the patient's family instead of the patient himself.disclosed to the patient's family instead of the patient himself.disclosed to the patient's family instead of the patient himself.disclosed to the patient's family instead of the patient himself.

The medical profession of Hong Kong has always been eager to seek full protectionThe medical profession of Hong Kong has always been eager to seek full protectionThe medical profession of Hong Kong has always been eager to seek full protectionThe medical profession of Hong Kong has always been eager to seek full protection

of patients by various means.  As members of the medical profession, we believe thatof patients by various means.  As members of the medical profession, we believe thatof patients by various means.  As members of the medical profession, we believe thatof patients by various means.  As members of the medical profession, we believe that

having received appropriate training and with our clinical experience, we have thehaving received appropriate training and with our clinical experience, we have thehaving received appropriate training and with our clinical experience, we have thehaving received appropriate training and with our clinical experience, we have the

expertise to preserve people's health and serve the community.  Thank you.expertise to preserve people's health and serve the community.  Thank you.expertise to preserve people's health and serve the community.  Thank you.expertise to preserve people's health and serve the community.  Thank you.



PROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, the marketPROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, the marketPROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, the marketPROF EDWARD CHEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, the market

providing medical services is, from an economic point of view, far from beingproviding medical services is, from an economic point of view, far from beingproviding medical services is, from an economic point of view, far from beingproviding medical services is, from an economic point of view, far from being

perfectly competitive.  As a result, normal market forces cannot be relied upon forperfectly competitive.  As a result, normal market forces cannot be relied upon forperfectly competitive.  As a result, normal market forces cannot be relied upon forperfectly competitive.  As a result, normal market forces cannot be relied upon for

providing any protection to the rights of patients.  And the reasons are simple:providing any protection to the rights of patients.  And the reasons are simple:providing any protection to the rights of patients.  And the reasons are simple:providing any protection to the rights of patients.  And the reasons are simple:

First of all, the providers of medical services stand on a very different level ofFirst of all, the providers of medical services stand on a very different level ofFirst of all, the providers of medical services stand on a very different level ofFirst of all, the providers of medical services stand on a very different level of

technical knowledge from that of the recipients.  Patients have no medical knowledgetechnical knowledge from that of the recipients.  Patients have no medical knowledgetechnical knowledge from that of the recipients.  Patients have no medical knowledgetechnical knowledge from that of the recipients.  Patients have no medical knowledge

whatsoever to question their doctors, nor do they have the same bargaining power likewhatsoever to question their doctors, nor do they have the same bargaining power likewhatsoever to question their doctors, nor do they have the same bargaining power likewhatsoever to question their doctors, nor do they have the same bargaining power like

the doctors.  Besides, to question or even challenge a doctor requires evidence tothe doctors.  Besides, to question or even challenge a doctor requires evidence tothe doctors.  Besides, to question or even challenge a doctor requires evidence tothe doctors.  Besides, to question or even challenge a doctor requires evidence to

be given by another doctor, but since doctors would not like to give evidence againstbe given by another doctor, but since doctors would not like to give evidence againstbe given by another doctor, but since doctors would not like to give evidence againstbe given by another doctor, but since doctors would not like to give evidence against

one another, the bargaining power of patients is thus very limited.one another, the bargaining power of patients is thus very limited.one another, the bargaining power of patients is thus very limited.one another, the bargaining power of patients is thus very limited.

Second, medical services are of an emergency nature.  In an emergency, a patientSecond, medical services are of an emergency nature.  In an emergency, a patientSecond, medical services are of an emergency nature.  In an emergency, a patientSecond, medical services are of an emergency nature.  In an emergency, a patient

usually does not have the privilege to select doctor or ask about the fee.  How canusually does not have the privilege to select doctor or ask about the fee.  How canusually does not have the privilege to select doctor or ask about the fee.  How canusually does not have the privilege to select doctor or ask about the fee.  How can

you imagine a critically ill patient going hither and thither to ask about the chargesyou imagine a critically ill patient going hither and thither to ask about the chargesyou imagine a critically ill patient going hither and thither to ask about the chargesyou imagine a critically ill patient going hither and thither to ask about the charges

before choosing a doctor to perform an operation on him?  Under such disproportionatebefore choosing a doctor to perform an operation on him?  Under such disproportionatebefore choosing a doctor to perform an operation on him?  Under such disproportionatebefore choosing a doctor to perform an operation on him?  Under such disproportionate

flow of knowledge, market competition is far from ideal.  Patients can only acceptflow of knowledge, market competition is far from ideal.  Patients can only acceptflow of knowledge, market competition is far from ideal.  Patients can only acceptflow of knowledge, market competition is far from ideal.  Patients can only accept

services of whatever quality and pay whatever charges required.  Therefore someservices of whatever quality and pay whatever charges required.  Therefore someservices of whatever quality and pay whatever charges required.  Therefore someservices of whatever quality and pay whatever charges required.  Therefore some

countries or regions have enacted legislation for the protection of patient's rights.countries or regions have enacted legislation for the protection of patient's rights.countries or regions have enacted legislation for the protection of patient's rights.countries or regions have enacted legislation for the protection of patient's rights.

For example, many states in Australia have enacted legislation on patient's rights.For example, many states in Australia have enacted legislation on patient's rights.For example, many states in Australia have enacted legislation on patient's rights.For example, many states in Australia have enacted legislation on patient's rights.

But in Hong Kong, we can only rely on the self-discipline of the medical professionalBut in Hong Kong, we can only rely on the self-discipline of the medical professionalBut in Hong Kong, we can only rely on the self-discipline of the medical professionalBut in Hong Kong, we can only rely on the self-discipline of the medical professional

bodies.  Although the medical bodies in Hong Kong have indeed been doing well inbodies.  Although the medical bodies in Hong Kong have indeed been doing well inbodies.  Although the medical bodies in Hong Kong have indeed been doing well inbodies.  Although the medical bodies in Hong Kong have indeed been doing well in

various aspects, they cannot handle complaints outside their terms of reference.various aspects, they cannot handle complaints outside their terms of reference.various aspects, they cannot handle complaints outside their terms of reference.various aspects, they cannot handle complaints outside their terms of reference.

They can handle complaints concerning irregular practice and immoral orThey can handle complaints concerning irregular practice and immoral orThey can handle complaints concerning irregular practice and immoral orThey can handle complaints concerning irregular practice and immoral or

unprofessional behaviour, but they cannot act on complaints concerning fees and otherunprofessional behaviour, but they cannot act on complaints concerning fees and otherunprofessional behaviour, but they cannot act on complaints concerning fees and otherunprofessional behaviour, but they cannot act on complaints concerning fees and other

matters.  We do not have an independent body which can accept and respond to patients'matters.  We do not have an independent body which can accept and respond to patients'matters.  We do not have an independent body which can accept and respond to patients'matters.  We do not have an independent body which can accept and respond to patients'

complaints, and this is very disadvantageous to patients' interests.complaints, and this is very disadvantageous to patients' interests.complaints, and this is very disadvantageous to patients' interests.complaints, and this is very disadvantageous to patients' interests.

In the last three years, the Consumer Council has received quite a number ofIn the last three years, the Consumer Council has received quite a number ofIn the last three years, the Consumer Council has received quite a number ofIn the last three years, the Consumer Council has received quite a number of

complaints on medical services, directed against dentists, doctors or paramedics,complaints on medical services, directed against dentists, doctors or paramedics,complaints on medical services, directed against dentists, doctors or paramedics,complaints on medical services, directed against dentists, doctors or paramedics,

with an annual figure in the order of 100 cases.  But we think that these 100 caseswith an annual figure in the order of 100 cases.  But we think that these 100 caseswith an annual figure in the order of 100 cases.  But we think that these 100 caseswith an annual figure in the order of 100 cases.  But we think that these 100 cases

represent just a small part of the whole picture, because many complainants who camerepresent just a small part of the whole picture, because many complainants who camerepresent just a small part of the whole picture, because many complainants who camerepresent just a small part of the whole picture, because many complainants who came

forward to the Consumer Council were foreigners who had been accustomed to enjoyingforward to the Consumer Council were foreigners who had been accustomed to enjoyingforward to the Consumer Council were foreigners who had been accustomed to enjoyingforward to the Consumer Council were foreigners who had been accustomed to enjoying

patient's rights, and it is rare for local people to lodge complaints about medicalpatient's rights, and it is rare for local people to lodge complaints about medicalpatient's rights, and it is rare for local people to lodge complaints about medicalpatient's rights, and it is rare for local people to lodge complaints about medical

services or against the doctors that they trust.  After all, there have been aboutservices or against the doctors that they trust.  After all, there have been aboutservices or against the doctors that they trust.  After all, there have been aboutservices or against the doctors that they trust.  After all, there have been about

100 complaints every year.  Recently, there were two complaints about charges that100 complaints every year.  Recently, there were two complaints about charges that100 complaints every year.  Recently, there were two complaints about charges that100 complaints every year.  Recently, there were two complaints about charges that



deserve our attention. Both involved simple appendectomy, and the fees charged weredeserve our attention. Both involved simple appendectomy, and the fees charged weredeserve our attention. Both involved simple appendectomy, and the fees charged weredeserve our attention. Both involved simple appendectomy, and the fees charged were

as high as $45,000 to $60,000.  The insurance companies refused to pay compensationas high as $45,000 to $60,000.  The insurance companies refused to pay compensationas high as $45,000 to $60,000.  The insurance companies refused to pay compensationas high as $45,000 to $60,000.  The insurance companies refused to pay compensation

on the reason that the charge for simple appendectomy in Hong Kong should normallyon the reason that the charge for simple appendectomy in Hong Kong should normallyon the reason that the charge for simple appendectomy in Hong Kong should normallyon the reason that the charge for simple appendectomy in Hong Kong should normally

range from $12,000 to $20,000.  One of the complainants said that such operation wouldrange from $12,000 to $20,000.  One of the complainants said that such operation wouldrange from $12,000 to $20,000.  One of the complainants said that such operation wouldrange from $12,000 to $20,000.  One of the complainants said that such operation would

cost less than HK$10,000 even in the United Kingdom.  I was once in Kuala Lumpur wherecost less than HK$10,000 even in the United Kingdom.  I was once in Kuala Lumpur wherecost less than HK$10,000 even in the United Kingdom.  I was once in Kuala Lumpur wherecost less than HK$10,000 even in the United Kingdom.  I was once in Kuala Lumpur where

a friend of mine who was a Thai told me that a similar operation would cost only HK$100a friend of mine who was a Thai told me that a similar operation would cost only HK$100a friend of mine who was a Thai told me that a similar operation would cost only HK$100a friend of mine who was a Thai told me that a similar operation would cost only HK$100

in Thailand.  But our complainant in Hong Kong had no choice but to pay the chargein Thailand.  But our complainant in Hong Kong had no choice but to pay the chargein Thailand.  But our complainant in Hong Kong had no choice but to pay the chargein Thailand.  But our complainant in Hong Kong had no choice but to pay the charge

of $45,000 to $60,000 and he had nowhere to lodge his complaint.  For this reason,of $45,000 to $60,000 and he had nowhere to lodge his complaint.  For this reason,of $45,000 to $60,000 and he had nowhere to lodge his complaint.  For this reason,of $45,000 to $60,000 and he had nowhere to lodge his complaint.  For this reason,

I would like to make the following proposals regarding patient's rights:I would like to make the following proposals regarding patient's rights:I would like to make the following proposals regarding patient's rights:I would like to make the following proposals regarding patient's rights:

FirsFirsFirsFirstly, patients should have the right to be informed of the medical charges.tly, patients should have the right to be informed of the medical charges.tly, patients should have the right to be informed of the medical charges.tly, patients should have the right to be informed of the medical charges.

Doctors should provide a schedule of charges especially those for operations.  ButDoctors should provide a schedule of charges especially those for operations.  ButDoctors should provide a schedule of charges especially those for operations.  ButDoctors should provide a schedule of charges especially those for operations.  But

the charge of an operation may include more than one item of charges.  We understandthe charge of an operation may include more than one item of charges.  We understandthe charge of an operation may include more than one item of charges.  We understandthe charge of an operation may include more than one item of charges.  We understand

that different patients may be in different conditions, so there may be differentthat different patients may be in different conditions, so there may be differentthat different patients may be in different conditions, so there may be differentthat different patients may be in different conditions, so there may be different

charges for the same kind of operation.  However, if every doctor can provide acharges for the same kind of operation.  However, if every doctor can provide acharges for the same kind of operation.  However, if every doctor can provide acharges for the same kind of operation.  However, if every doctor can provide a

schedule of charges for major operations, that will be of use for the patients toschedule of charges for major operations, that will be of use for the patients toschedule of charges for major operations, that will be of use for the patients toschedule of charges for major operations, that will be of use for the patients to

exercise their rights to know.exercise their rights to know.exercise their rights to know.exercise their rights to know.

Secondly, patients should have the right to know the prescriptions.  They shouldSecondly, patients should have the right to know the prescriptions.  They shouldSecondly, patients should have the right to know the prescriptions.  They shouldSecondly, patients should have the right to know the prescriptions.  They should

be informed of the effects of the medicine prescribed to them, so there have to bebe informed of the effects of the medicine prescribed to them, so there have to bebe informed of the effects of the medicine prescribed to them, so there have to bebe informed of the effects of the medicine prescribed to them, so there have to be

proper labels indicating the effects of the medicine.proper labels indicating the effects of the medicine.proper labels indicating the effects of the medicine.proper labels indicating the effects of the medicine.

Thirdly, patients should haThirdly, patients should haThirdly, patients should haThirdly, patients should have the right to know their own condition or caseve the right to know their own condition or caseve the right to know their own condition or caseve the right to know their own condition or case

histories.  Normally, doctors do not let their patients take away their casehistories.  Normally, doctors do not let their patients take away their casehistories.  Normally, doctors do not let their patients take away their casehistories.  Normally, doctors do not let their patients take away their case

histories, X-ray negatives or other medical examination reports.  I believe thathistories, X-ray negatives or other medical examination reports.  I believe thathistories, X-ray negatives or other medical examination reports.  I believe thathistories, X-ray negatives or other medical examination reports.  I believe that

patients should have the right to obtain these kinds of information.patients should have the right to obtain these kinds of information.patients should have the right to obtain these kinds of information.patients should have the right to obtain these kinds of information.

Fourthly, patients should have the right to lodge complaint.  Currently, thereFourthly, patients should have the right to lodge complaint.  Currently, thereFourthly, patients should have the right to lodge complaint.  Currently, thereFourthly, patients should have the right to lodge complaint.  Currently, there

is no organization which can independently handle patients' complaints or conductis no organization which can independently handle patients' complaints or conductis no organization which can independently handle patients' complaints or conductis no organization which can independently handle patients' complaints or conduct

arbitration accordingly.arbitration accordingly.arbitration accordingly.arbitration accordingly.

MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many issues surrounding patient'sMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many issues surrounding patient'sMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many issues surrounding patient'sMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many issues surrounding patient's

rights have been raised by various colleagues.  But from the discussion so far, Irights have been raised by various colleagues.  But from the discussion so far, Irights have been raised by various colleagues.  But from the discussion so far, Irights have been raised by various colleagues.  But from the discussion so far, I

have discovered a very obvious phenomenon which is that the discussion has beenhave discovered a very obvious phenomenon which is that the discussion has beenhave discovered a very obvious phenomenon which is that the discussion has beenhave discovered a very obvious phenomenon which is that the discussion has been

narrowly centred on doctors.  This is exactly one of the reasons why we have not beennarrowly centred on doctors.  This is exactly one of the reasons why we have not beennarrowly centred on doctors.  This is exactly one of the reasons why we have not beennarrowly centred on doctors.  This is exactly one of the reasons why we have not been

able to ensure the protection of patient's rights.  If only the doctors, but not otherable to ensure the protection of patient's rights.  If only the doctors, but not otherable to ensure the protection of patient's rights.  If only the doctors, but not otherable to ensure the protection of patient's rights.  If only the doctors, but not other

supporting medical staff, are doing well, there is no way that patient's rights cansupporting medical staff, are doing well, there is no way that patient's rights cansupporting medical staff, are doing well, there is no way that patient's rights cansupporting medical staff, are doing well, there is no way that patient's rights can



be protected.  So I would like to remind my colleagues that if we are to safeguardbe protected.  So I would like to remind my colleagues that if we are to safeguardbe protected.  So I would like to remind my colleagues that if we are to safeguardbe protected.  So I would like to remind my colleagues that if we are to safeguard

patient's rights, this message must be passed on to all the people in Hong Kong, allpatient's rights, this message must be passed on to all the people in Hong Kong, allpatient's rights, this message must be passed on to all the people in Hong Kong, allpatient's rights, this message must be passed on to all the people in Hong Kong, all

the doctors, nurses, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, and otherthe doctors, nurses, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, and otherthe doctors, nurses, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, and otherthe doctors, nurses, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, and other

paramedical staff.paramedical staff.paramedical staff.paramedical staff.

Basically, I think, we all agree that protectioBasically, I think, we all agree that protectioBasically, I think, we all agree that protectioBasically, I think, we all agree that protection of patient's rights isn of patient's rights isn of patient's rights isn of patient's rights is

insufficient.  It can be seen in recent years that the knowledge and understandinginsufficient.  It can be seen in recent years that the knowledge and understandinginsufficient.  It can be seen in recent years that the knowledge and understandinginsufficient.  It can be seen in recent years that the knowledge and understanding

of the people in Hong Kong on consumer's rights have increased due to the activeof the people in Hong Kong on consumer's rights have increased due to the activeof the people in Hong Kong on consumer's rights have increased due to the activeof the people in Hong Kong on consumer's rights have increased due to the active

publicity of such rights through television and the mass media.  Today, if consumerspublicity of such rights through television and the mass media.  Today, if consumerspublicity of such rights through television and the mass media.  Today, if consumerspublicity of such rights through television and the mass media.  Today, if consumers

feel themselves being unfairly treated, they will lodge a complaint.  But if we lookfeel themselves being unfairly treated, they will lodge a complaint.  But if we lookfeel themselves being unfairly treated, they will lodge a complaint.  But if we lookfeel themselves being unfairly treated, they will lodge a complaint.  But if we look

at our patients today, we will find that most of these consumers of medical servicesat our patients today, we will find that most of these consumers of medical servicesat our patients today, we will find that most of these consumers of medical servicesat our patients today, we will find that most of these consumers of medical services

still do not know their own rights in the market of medical services.  As a matterstill do not know their own rights in the market of medical services.  As a matterstill do not know their own rights in the market of medical services.  As a matterstill do not know their own rights in the market of medical services.  As a matter

of fact, every patient or user of health services is a consumer.  Even patients inof fact, every patient or user of health services is a consumer.  Even patients inof fact, every patient or user of health services is a consumer.  Even patients inof fact, every patient or user of health services is a consumer.  Even patients in

public hospitals who can only afford the charge of $43 per day are entitled to allpublic hospitals who can only afford the charge of $43 per day are entitled to allpublic hospitals who can only afford the charge of $43 per day are entitled to allpublic hospitals who can only afford the charge of $43 per day are entitled to all

the rights of a consumer of medical services, because what they are receiving arethe rights of a consumer of medical services, because what they are receiving arethe rights of a consumer of medical services, because what they are receiving arethe rights of a consumer of medical services, because what they are receiving are

not charity but something that they have already paid for in their taxes.not charity but something that they have already paid for in their taxes.not charity but something that they have already paid for in their taxes.not charity but something that they have already paid for in their taxes.

I would like to outline some proposals here.  I remember that several years agoI would like to outline some proposals here.  I remember that several years agoI would like to outline some proposals here.  I remember that several years agoI would like to outline some proposals here.  I remember that several years ago

the Association of Government Nursing Staff launched a patient's rights campaign inthe Association of Government Nursing Staff launched a patient's rights campaign inthe Association of Government Nursing Staff launched a patient's rights campaign inthe Association of Government Nursing Staff launched a patient's rights campaign in

public hospitals.  But given the limited financial and human resources of thepublic hospitals.  But given the limited financial and human resources of thepublic hospitals.  But given the limited financial and human resources of thepublic hospitals.  But given the limited financial and human resources of the

Association, such a publicity campaign was bound to be of a temporary nature.  Today,Association, such a publicity campaign was bound to be of a temporary nature.  Today,Association, such a publicity campaign was bound to be of a temporary nature.  Today,Association, such a publicity campaign was bound to be of a temporary nature.  Today,

the Hospital Authority has taken over the management of 38 hospitals.  I do hope thatthe Hospital Authority has taken over the management of 38 hospitals.  I do hope thatthe Hospital Authority has taken over the management of 38 hospitals.  I do hope thatthe Hospital Authority has taken over the management of 38 hospitals.  I do hope that

the government officials concerned can convey the message brought out by my colleaguesthe government officials concerned can convey the message brought out by my colleaguesthe government officials concerned can convey the message brought out by my colleaguesthe government officials concerned can convey the message brought out by my colleagues

this evening to the relevant administrative departments.  It is our earnest hope thatthis evening to the relevant administrative departments.  It is our earnest hope thatthis evening to the relevant administrative departments.  It is our earnest hope thatthis evening to the relevant administrative departments.  It is our earnest hope that

organizations like the Hospital Authority and the Health Department, being the mainorganizations like the Hospital Authority and the Health Department, being the mainorganizations like the Hospital Authority and the Health Department, being the mainorganizations like the Hospital Authority and the Health Department, being the main

medical services providers and having fixed resources, can systematically promotemedical services providers and having fixed resources, can systematically promotemedical services providers and having fixed resources, can systematically promotemedical services providers and having fixed resources, can systematically promote

patient's rights in all institutions under their management and compile a guidelinepatient's rights in all institutions under their management and compile a guidelinepatient's rights in all institutions under their management and compile a guidelinepatient's rights in all institutions under their management and compile a guideline

on patient's rights to ensure that every patient or medical services user, inon patient's rights to ensure that every patient or medical services user, inon patient's rights to ensure that every patient or medical services user, inon patient's rights to ensure that every patient or medical services user, in

receiving such services, knows clearly about his own medical conditions or thereceiving such services, knows clearly about his own medical conditions or thereceiving such services, knows clearly about his own medical conditions or thereceiving such services, knows clearly about his own medical conditions or the

purposes, side effects and results of the medical examinations.  Patients should alsopurposes, side effects and results of the medical examinations.  Patients should alsopurposes, side effects and results of the medical examinations.  Patients should alsopurposes, side effects and results of the medical examinations.  Patients should also

have the right to know the progress of treatment and be provided with sufficienthave the right to know the progress of treatment and be provided with sufficienthave the right to know the progress of treatment and be provided with sufficienthave the right to know the progress of treatment and be provided with sufficient

information to make an appropriate decision.information to make an appropriate decision.information to make an appropriate decision.information to make an appropriate decision.

I know that the Hospital Authority is prepared to issue a questionnaire in theI know that the Hospital Authority is prepared to issue a questionnaire in theI know that the Hospital Authority is prepared to issue a questionnaire in theI know that the Hospital Authority is prepared to issue a questionnaire in the

near future to all patients when they are discharged from the hospital in order tonear future to all patients when they are discharged from the hospital in order tonear future to all patients when they are discharged from the hospital in order tonear future to all patients when they are discharged from the hospital in order to

solicit their opinions on the services provided.  I do hope that the Authority cansolicit their opinions on the services provided.  I do hope that the Authority cansolicit their opinions on the services provided.  I do hope that the Authority cansolicit their opinions on the services provided.  I do hope that the Authority can

also find out through the questionnaire or other modes of contact how much the patientsalso find out through the questionnaire or other modes of contact how much the patientsalso find out through the questionnaire or other modes of contact how much the patientsalso find out through the questionnaire or other modes of contact how much the patients

know about their own rights and whether they think that their rights have beenknow about their own rights and whether they think that their rights have beenknow about their own rights and whether they think that their rights have beenknow about their own rights and whether they think that their rights have been



respected.  It is also my hope that the guideline mentioned above or some other newrespected.  It is also my hope that the guideline mentioned above or some other newrespected.  It is also my hope that the guideline mentioned above or some other newrespected.  It is also my hope that the guideline mentioned above or some other new

attempts can help patients in Hong Kong know about their own rights.attempts can help patients in Hong Kong know about their own rights.attempts can help patients in Hong Kong know about their own rights.attempts can help patients in Hong Kong know about their own rights.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, due to the time limit, I willDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, due to the time limit, I willDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, due to the time limit, I willDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, due to the time limit, I will

only speak on a few main points concerning the topic.  Firstly on patient's rights,only speak on a few main points concerning the topic.  Firstly on patient's rights,only speak on a few main points concerning the topic.  Firstly on patient's rights,only speak on a few main points concerning the topic.  Firstly on patient's rights,

patients should be entitled to equal rights of treatment, which means that patientspatients should be entitled to equal rights of treatment, which means that patientspatients should be entitled to equal rights of treatment, which means that patientspatients should be entitled to equal rights of treatment, which means that patients

should be entitled to treatment commensurate with the objective needs of theirshould be entitled to treatment commensurate with the objective needs of theirshould be entitled to treatment commensurate with the objective needs of theirshould be entitled to treatment commensurate with the objective needs of their

illnesses; they should not be denied treatment or inappropriately treated due toillnesses; they should not be denied treatment or inappropriately treated due toillnesses; they should not be denied treatment or inappropriately treated due toillnesses; they should not be denied treatment or inappropriately treated due to

economic or political reasons.  We are very lucky in Hong Kong, because no patienteconomic or political reasons.  We are very lucky in Hong Kong, because no patienteconomic or political reasons.  We are very lucky in Hong Kong, because no patienteconomic or political reasons.  We are very lucky in Hong Kong, because no patient

will be subject to discrimination for political reasons, whereas such discriminations,will be subject to discrimination for political reasons, whereas such discriminations,will be subject to discrimination for political reasons, whereas such discriminations,will be subject to discrimination for political reasons, whereas such discriminations,

as we know, are very common in the communist, Nazi and many totalitarian regimes.as we know, are very common in the communist, Nazi and many totalitarian regimes.as we know, are very common in the communist, Nazi and many totalitarian regimes.as we know, are very common in the communist, Nazi and many totalitarian regimes.

We hope that nobody in Hong Kong is and will be subject to such discrimination.We hope that nobody in Hong Kong is and will be subject to such discrimination.We hope that nobody in Hong Kong is and will be subject to such discrimination.We hope that nobody in Hong Kong is and will be subject to such discrimination.

Regarding the economic factor, I wish to raise the two following points:Regarding the economic factor, I wish to raise the two following points:Regarding the economic factor, I wish to raise the two following points:Regarding the economic factor, I wish to raise the two following points:

(1)(1)(1)(1) if equal treatment regardless of economic means is to be provided, one mustif equal treatment regardless of economic means is to be provided, one mustif equal treatment regardless of economic means is to be provided, one mustif equal treatment regardless of economic means is to be provided, one must

not lose sight of the fact that the vast majority who seek medical treatment fromnot lose sight of the fact that the vast majority who seek medical treatment fromnot lose sight of the fact that the vast majority who seek medical treatment fromnot lose sight of the fact that the vast majority who seek medical treatment from

public medical institutions are relatively poor and old.  So if the resourcespublic medical institutions are relatively poor and old.  So if the resourcespublic medical institutions are relatively poor and old.  So if the resourcespublic medical institutions are relatively poor and old.  So if the resources

allocated to public hospitals are insufficient, it is only natural that the qualityallocated to public hospitals are insufficient, it is only natural that the qualityallocated to public hospitals are insufficient, it is only natural that the qualityallocated to public hospitals are insufficient, it is only natural that the quality

of medical services provided in such hospitals may be inferior to that in privateof medical services provided in such hospitals may be inferior to that in privateof medical services provided in such hospitals may be inferior to that in privateof medical services provided in such hospitals may be inferior to that in private

hospitals.  We must therefore bear in mind that if we are to attain the objectivehospitals.  We must therefore bear in mind that if we are to attain the objectivehospitals.  We must therefore bear in mind that if we are to attain the objectivehospitals.  We must therefore bear in mind that if we are to attain the objective

that no person will be denied appropriate treatment for economic reasons, we mustthat no person will be denied appropriate treatment for economic reasons, we mustthat no person will be denied appropriate treatment for economic reasons, we mustthat no person will be denied appropriate treatment for economic reasons, we must

ensure that every person in Hong Kong, no matter rich or poor, shall be accessibleensure that every person in Hong Kong, no matter rich or poor, shall be accessibleensure that every person in Hong Kong, no matter rich or poor, shall be accessibleensure that every person in Hong Kong, no matter rich or poor, shall be accessible

to appropriate treatment.  In other words, we must ensure that patients in publicto appropriate treatment.  In other words, we must ensure that patients in publicto appropriate treatment.  In other words, we must ensure that patients in publicto appropriate treatment.  In other words, we must ensure that patients in public

hospitals will receive appropriate treatments, and we must provide sufficienthospitals will receive appropriate treatments, and we must provide sufficienthospitals will receive appropriate treatments, and we must provide sufficienthospitals will receive appropriate treatments, and we must provide sufficient

resources to make it a reality;resources to make it a reality;resources to make it a reality;resources to make it a reality;

(2)(2)(2)(2) in the United States, it is not uncommon that patientsin the United States, it is not uncommon that patientsin the United States, it is not uncommon that patientsin the United States, it is not uncommon that patients suffering from acute suffering from acute suffering from acute suffering from acute

diseases are not given even minimal treatment in private hospitals because they dodiseases are not given even minimal treatment in private hospitals because they dodiseases are not given even minimal treatment in private hospitals because they dodiseases are not given even minimal treatment in private hospitals because they do

not have enough money on them.  Such situations also happen in some other countries.not have enough money on them.  Such situations also happen in some other countries.not have enough money on them.  Such situations also happen in some other countries.not have enough money on them.  Such situations also happen in some other countries.

I hope that it should be ensured that, in Hong Kong, patients suffering from acuteI hope that it should be ensured that, in Hong Kong, patients suffering from acuteI hope that it should be ensured that, in Hong Kong, patients suffering from acuteI hope that it should be ensured that, in Hong Kong, patients suffering from acute

diseases will be given minimal treatment when they go to private hospitals or anydiseases will be given minimal treatment when they go to private hospitals or anydiseases will be given minimal treatment when they go to private hospitals or anydiseases will be given minimal treatment when they go to private hospitals or any

other medical institutions.  We should legislate to the effect that this is aother medical institutions.  We should legislate to the effect that this is aother medical institutions.  We should legislate to the effect that this is aother medical institutions.  We should legislate to the effect that this is a

patient's rights to forestall the scenario that one is denied treatment even whenpatient's rights to forestall the scenario that one is denied treatment even whenpatient's rights to forestall the scenario that one is denied treatment even whenpatient's rights to forestall the scenario that one is denied treatment even when

he is bleeding or his life is in danger.he is bleeding or his life is in danger.he is bleeding or his life is in danger.he is bleeding or his life is in danger.

Secondly, I think that patient's rights should include the right to know.  ThatSecondly, I think that patient's rights should include the right to know.  ThatSecondly, I think that patient's rights should include the right to know.  ThatSecondly, I think that patient's rights should include the right to know.  That

is to say, the patient and his family should be informed of his conditions, theis to say, the patient and his family should be informed of his conditions, theis to say, the patient and his family should be informed of his conditions, theis to say, the patient and his family should be informed of his conditions, the



approach of treatment and the progress of recovery.  Before an operation, the patientapproach of treatment and the progress of recovery.  Before an operation, the patientapproach of treatment and the progress of recovery.  Before an operation, the patientapproach of treatment and the progress of recovery.  Before an operation, the patient

and his family should be briefed the chance of success, the necessity of the operation,and his family should be briefed the chance of success, the necessity of the operation,and his family should be briefed the chance of success, the necessity of the operation,and his family should be briefed the chance of success, the necessity of the operation,

the possibility of complications and danger of the operation.  Patients should alsothe possibility of complications and danger of the operation.  Patients should alsothe possibility of complications and danger of the operation.  Patients should alsothe possibility of complications and danger of the operation.  Patients should also

have the right to request medical practitioners or institutions to providehave the right to request medical practitioners or institutions to providehave the right to request medical practitioners or institutions to providehave the right to request medical practitioners or institutions to provide

information on treatment and diagnosis.  At present, the explanations given toinformation on treatment and diagnosis.  At present, the explanations given toinformation on treatment and diagnosis.  At present, the explanations given toinformation on treatment and diagnosis.  At present, the explanations given to

patients are very often insufficient, no matter in public or private hospitals, butpatients are very often insufficient, no matter in public or private hospitals, butpatients are very often insufficient, no matter in public or private hospitals, butpatients are very often insufficient, no matter in public or private hospitals, but

especially so in the former.  This has long been criticized by the public.  Besides,especially so in the former.  This has long been criticized by the public.  Besides,especially so in the former.  This has long been criticized by the public.  Besides,especially so in the former.  This has long been criticized by the public.  Besides,

it is always time consuming for a patient in public hospital to get back the recordsit is always time consuming for a patient in public hospital to get back the recordsit is always time consuming for a patient in public hospital to get back the recordsit is always time consuming for a patient in public hospital to get back the records

of his case.  He has to sign documents, submit an application, pay a fee and thenof his case.  He has to sign documents, submit an application, pay a fee and thenof his case.  He has to sign documents, submit an application, pay a fee and thenof his case.  He has to sign documents, submit an application, pay a fee and then

wait some time before he can obtain the records.  Such arrangement is in factwait some time before he can obtain the records.  Such arrangement is in factwait some time before he can obtain the records.  Such arrangement is in factwait some time before he can obtain the records.  Such arrangement is in fact

violating the patient's right to know.  I hope that there will be changes to thisviolating the patient's right to know.  I hope that there will be changes to thisviolating the patient's right to know.  I hope that there will be changes to thisviolating the patient's right to know.  I hope that there will be changes to this

arrangement.  I think that hospitals should be able to issue to patients on theirarrangement.  I think that hospitals should be able to issue to patients on theirarrangement.  I think that hospitals should be able to issue to patients on theirarrangement.  I think that hospitals should be able to issue to patients on their

being discharged a card wherein simple information concerning the diagnosis and somebeing discharged a card wherein simple information concerning the diagnosis and somebeing discharged a card wherein simple information concerning the diagnosis and somebeing discharged a card wherein simple information concerning the diagnosis and some

other basic data are recorded.  As regards prescription, I think that patients shouldother basic data are recorded.  As regards prescription, I think that patients shouldother basic data are recorded.  As regards prescription, I think that patients shouldother basic data are recorded.  As regards prescription, I think that patients should

have the right to know the prescription given.  Where operations are concerned, Ihave the right to know the prescription given.  Where operations are concerned, Ihave the right to know the prescription given.  Where operations are concerned, Ihave the right to know the prescription given.  Where operations are concerned, I

think that there should be a set of standard explanations, otherwise doctors, inthink that there should be a set of standard explanations, otherwise doctors, inthink that there should be a set of standard explanations, otherwise doctors, inthink that there should be a set of standard explanations, otherwise doctors, in

explaining to patients their cases, may understate some complications and danger suchexplaining to patients their cases, may understate some complications and danger suchexplaining to patients their cases, may understate some complications and danger suchexplaining to patients their cases, may understate some complications and danger such

that the patients may think that they are all right while in fact their conditionthat the patients may think that they are all right while in fact their conditionthat the patients may think that they are all right while in fact their conditionthat the patients may think that they are all right while in fact their condition

may be very dangerous.  The best solution, I think, is to have a set of standardmay be very dangerous.  The best solution, I think, is to have a set of standardmay be very dangerous.  The best solution, I think, is to have a set of standardmay be very dangerous.  The best solution, I think, is to have a set of standard

explanations for patient's information.  This will be more appropriate.  Concerningexplanations for patient's information.  This will be more appropriate.  Concerningexplanations for patient's information.  This will be more appropriate.  Concerningexplanations for patient's information.  This will be more appropriate.  Concerning

whether patients and their families should be informed of the patients' conditon,whether patients and their families should be informed of the patients' conditon,whether patients and their families should be informed of the patients' conditon,whether patients and their families should be informed of the patients' conditon,

I must raise one point which has also been mentioned by Dr LEONG Che-hung, and thatI must raise one point which has also been mentioned by Dr LEONG Che-hung, and thatI must raise one point which has also been mentioned by Dr LEONG Che-hung, and thatI must raise one point which has also been mentioned by Dr LEONG Che-hung, and that

is doctors frequently have to face the difficulties of whether or not to inform theis doctors frequently have to face the difficulties of whether or not to inform theis doctors frequently have to face the difficulties of whether or not to inform theis doctors frequently have to face the difficulties of whether or not to inform the

patients that they are suffering from fatal or serious diseases.  In my own experience,patients that they are suffering from fatal or serious diseases.  In my own experience,patients that they are suffering from fatal or serious diseases.  In my own experience,patients that they are suffering from fatal or serious diseases.  In my own experience,

I have seen at least one such case: I remember that the mother of a friend of mineI have seen at least one such case: I remember that the mother of a friend of mineI have seen at least one such case: I remember that the mother of a friend of mineI have seen at least one such case: I remember that the mother of a friend of mine

was suffering from cancer, but her family had all along withheld the truth from herwas suffering from cancer, but her family had all along withheld the truth from herwas suffering from cancer, but her family had all along withheld the truth from herwas suffering from cancer, but her family had all along withheld the truth from her

up until a week before her death.  When she finally learned of her condition, sheup until a week before her death.  When she finally learned of her condition, sheup until a week before her death.  When she finally learned of her condition, sheup until a week before her death.  When she finally learned of her condition, she

was furious, because she said if she had known it earlier, she would have spent herwas furious, because she said if she had known it earlier, she would have spent herwas furious, because she said if she had known it earlier, she would have spent herwas furious, because she said if she had known it earlier, she would have spent her

remaining days to do something that she had wished to do, like travelling abroad,remaining days to do something that she had wished to do, like travelling abroad,remaining days to do something that she had wished to do, like travelling abroad,remaining days to do something that she had wished to do, like travelling abroad,

but then she had been deprived of such opportunity.  She was so furious that she didbut then she had been deprived of such opportunity.  She was so furious that she didbut then she had been deprived of such opportunity.  She was so furious that she didbut then she had been deprived of such opportunity.  She was so furious that she did

not even wish to see her family before she died, because she thought that she hadnot even wish to see her family before she died, because she thought that she hadnot even wish to see her family before she died, because she thought that she hadnot even wish to see her family before she died, because she thought that she had

been deprived of a basic right.  So I think doctors, in handling similar situations,been deprived of a basic right.  So I think doctors, in handling similar situations,been deprived of a basic right.  So I think doctors, in handling similar situations,been deprived of a basic right.  So I think doctors, in handling similar situations,

should take into account that patients themselves should have the right to know.  Ishould take into account that patients themselves should have the right to know.  Ishould take into account that patients themselves should have the right to know.  Ishould take into account that patients themselves should have the right to know.  I

think Hong Kong is a very peculiar place where the family of a patient are often giventhink Hong Kong is a very peculiar place where the family of a patient are often giventhink Hong Kong is a very peculiar place where the family of a patient are often giventhink Hong Kong is a very peculiar place where the family of a patient are often given

powers as if they can supervise the patient and determine whether he has the rightpowers as if they can supervise the patient and determine whether he has the rightpowers as if they can supervise the patient and determine whether he has the rightpowers as if they can supervise the patient and determine whether he has the right

to know.  This, I think, is utterly undesirable.  I can of course understand theto know.  This, I think, is utterly undesirable.  I can of course understand theto know.  This, I think, is utterly undesirable.  I can of course understand theto know.  This, I think, is utterly undesirable.  I can of course understand the

situation mentioned by Dr LEONG that it may be difficult for patients to accept thesituation mentioned by Dr LEONG that it may be difficult for patients to accept thesituation mentioned by Dr LEONG that it may be difficult for patients to accept thesituation mentioned by Dr LEONG that it may be difficult for patients to accept the

truth.  This is of course another problem that we have to face.truth.  This is of course another problem that we have to face.truth.  This is of course another problem that we have to face.truth.  This is of course another problem that we have to face.



Thirdly, I think we have to recognize patient's right of decision.  Under theThirdly, I think we have to recognize patient's right of decision.  Under theThirdly, I think we have to recognize patient's right of decision.  Under theThirdly, I think we have to recognize patient's right of decision.  Under the

protection of the right to know, patients should be given access to essential andprotection of the right to know, patients should be given access to essential andprotection of the right to know, patients should be given access to essential andprotection of the right to know, patients should be given access to essential and

sufficient medical information and be able to accept doctors' approaches of treatmentsufficient medical information and be able to accept doctors' approaches of treatmentsufficient medical information and be able to accept doctors' approaches of treatmentsufficient medical information and be able to accept doctors' approaches of treatment

or otherwise out of his own free will.  As regards those who do not possess theor otherwise out of his own free will.  As regards those who do not possess theor otherwise out of his own free will.  As regards those who do not possess theor otherwise out of his own free will.  As regards those who do not possess the

capacity to decide, like the vegetables, severely mentally handicapped and babies,capacity to decide, like the vegetables, severely mentally handicapped and babies,capacity to decide, like the vegetables, severely mentally handicapped and babies,capacity to decide, like the vegetables, severely mentally handicapped and babies,

they should be entitled to the right to decide subject to the approval of their legalthey should be entitled to the right to decide subject to the approval of their legalthey should be entitled to the right to decide subject to the approval of their legalthey should be entitled to the right to decide subject to the approval of their legal

guardians.  This is in fact a very serious problem in medical law and in the Unitedguardians.  This is in fact a very serious problem in medical law and in the Unitedguardians.  This is in fact a very serious problem in medical law and in the Unitedguardians.  This is in fact a very serious problem in medical law and in the United

States there have been many debates over this issue.  Due to the time limit, I doStates there have been many debates over this issue.  Due to the time limit, I doStates there have been many debates over this issue.  Due to the time limit, I doStates there have been many debates over this issue.  Due to the time limit, I do

not wish to go into details about this, but I think that Hong Kong must review thenot wish to go into details about this, but I think that Hong Kong must review thenot wish to go into details about this, but I think that Hong Kong must review thenot wish to go into details about this, but I think that Hong Kong must review the

laws in this regard.laws in this regard.laws in this regard.laws in this regard.

As a way to safeguard patient's rights, a "participating type of treatment" shouldAs a way to safeguard patient's rights, a "participating type of treatment" shouldAs a way to safeguard patient's rights, a "participating type of treatment" shouldAs a way to safeguard patient's rights, a "participating type of treatment" should

indeed supplant the traditional "receptive type of treatment".  Explanations byindeed supplant the traditional "receptive type of treatment".  Explanations byindeed supplant the traditional "receptive type of treatment".  Explanations byindeed supplant the traditional "receptive type of treatment".  Explanations by

doctors about a patient's condition is not only a matter of the patient's right todoctors about a patient's condition is not only a matter of the patient's right todoctors about a patient's condition is not only a matter of the patient's right todoctors about a patient's condition is not only a matter of the patient's right to

know, but also an essential stage in the course of therapy which is of significantknow, but also an essential stage in the course of therapy which is of significantknow, but also an essential stage in the course of therapy which is of significantknow, but also an essential stage in the course of therapy which is of significant

effect in enhancing relationship between patients and doctors.  Patients'effect in enhancing relationship between patients and doctors.  Patients'effect in enhancing relationship between patients and doctors.  Patients'effect in enhancing relationship between patients and doctors.  Patients'

understanding of their own conditions will serve to ease their tension and bring aboutunderstanding of their own conditions will serve to ease their tension and bring aboutunderstanding of their own conditions will serve to ease their tension and bring aboutunderstanding of their own conditions will serve to ease their tension and bring about

positive effect to the treatment.  Moreover, patients will cease being passive andpositive effect to the treatment.  Moreover, patients will cease being passive andpositive effect to the treatment.  Moreover, patients will cease being passive andpositive effect to the treatment.  Moreover, patients will cease being passive and

become positive which is also something good for their health.become positive which is also something good for their health.become positive which is also something good for their health.become positive which is also something good for their health.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should be in a position to call on the Secretary for Health andDEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should be in a position to call on the Secretary for Health andDEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should be in a position to call on the Secretary for Health andDEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should be in a position to call on the Secretary for Health and

Welfare at 10.09 pm, which gives the four remaining Members, I fear, just over twoWelfare at 10.09 pm, which gives the four remaining Members, I fear, just over twoWelfare at 10.09 pm, which gives the four remaining Members, I fear, just over twoWelfare at 10.09 pm, which gives the four remaining Members, I fear, just over two

minutes each.minutes each.minutes each.minutes each.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, being a member of the medical sector,DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, being a member of the medical sector,DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, being a member of the medical sector,DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, being a member of the medical sector,

I would like to pay my respects to Prof Felice LIEH MAK, who, being herself a doctor,I would like to pay my respects to Prof Felice LIEH MAK, who, being herself a doctor,I would like to pay my respects to Prof Felice LIEH MAK, who, being herself a doctor,I would like to pay my respects to Prof Felice LIEH MAK, who, being herself a doctor,

has initiated today's debate on patient's rights.has initiated today's debate on patient's rights.has initiated today's debate on patient's rights.has initiated today's debate on patient's rights.

I concur with the views expressed by many Members just now, and today I just wishI concur with the views expressed by many Members just now, and today I just wishI concur with the views expressed by many Members just now, and today I just wishI concur with the views expressed by many Members just now, and today I just wish

to examine, together with my honourable colleagues, the issue of patient's rightsto examine, together with my honourable colleagues, the issue of patient's rightsto examine, together with my honourable colleagues, the issue of patient's rightsto examine, together with my honourable colleagues, the issue of patient's rights

by citing a few real life cases.  The first case is about a patient who complainedby citing a few real life cases.  The first case is about a patient who complainedby citing a few real life cases.  The first case is about a patient who complainedby citing a few real life cases.  The first case is about a patient who complained

against his doctor who, he alleged, failed to come up with a diagnosis even afteragainst his doctor who, he alleged, failed to come up with a diagnosis even afteragainst his doctor who, he alleged, failed to come up with a diagnosis even afteragainst his doctor who, he alleged, failed to come up with a diagnosis even after

treating him for a week.  What actually happened was that the doctor explained totreating him for a week.  What actually happened was that the doctor explained totreating him for a week.  What actually happened was that the doctor explained totreating him for a week.  What actually happened was that the doctor explained to

the patient that medical examination reports indicated there were signs of renalthe patient that medical examination reports indicated there were signs of renalthe patient that medical examination reports indicated there were signs of renalthe patient that medical examination reports indicated there were signs of renal

failure and the patient asked the doctor what disease he was suffering from.  At suchfailure and the patient asked the doctor what disease he was suffering from.  At suchfailure and the patient asked the doctor what disease he was suffering from.  At suchfailure and the patient asked the doctor what disease he was suffering from.  At such

a stage, it was just impossible for the doctor to tell the patient what caused thea stage, it was just impossible for the doctor to tell the patient what caused thea stage, it was just impossible for the doctor to tell the patient what caused thea stage, it was just impossible for the doctor to tell the patient what caused the

renal failure.  This case shows that misunderstanding will arise due to lack ofrenal failure.  This case shows that misunderstanding will arise due to lack ofrenal failure.  This case shows that misunderstanding will arise due to lack ofrenal failure.  This case shows that misunderstanding will arise due to lack of



communication and insufficient health knowledge on the part of the patient.communication and insufficient health knowledge on the part of the patient.communication and insufficient health knowledge on the part of the patient.communication and insufficient health knowledge on the part of the patient.

The second case is about a patient who complained against the dispenser in aThe second case is about a patient who complained against the dispenser in aThe second case is about a patient who complained against the dispenser in aThe second case is about a patient who complained against the dispenser in a

hospital for not having clearly explained to her the way of taking the medicine.  Whathospital for not having clearly explained to her the way of taking the medicine.  Whathospital for not having clearly explained to her the way of taking the medicine.  Whathospital for not having clearly explained to her the way of taking the medicine.  What

happened was that the patient, who was an aged woman, attended the hospital forhappened was that the patient, who was an aged woman, attended the hospital forhappened was that the patient, who was an aged woman, attended the hospital forhappened was that the patient, who was an aged woman, attended the hospital for

treatment with her grandson.  When collecting the medicine, she was told by thetreatment with her grandson.  When collecting the medicine, she was told by thetreatment with her grandson.  When collecting the medicine, she was told by thetreatment with her grandson.  When collecting the medicine, she was told by the

dispenser that the instructions on how to take the medicine had been printed on thedispenser that the instructions on how to take the medicine had been printed on thedispenser that the instructions on how to take the medicine had been printed on thedispenser that the instructions on how to take the medicine had been printed on the

labels and she was to read them carefully herself at home.  The causes of the disputelabels and she was to read them carefully herself at home.  The causes of the disputelabels and she was to read them carefully herself at home.  The causes of the disputelabels and she was to read them carefully herself at home.  The causes of the dispute

were the unduly heavy workload in the dispensary which was depressing to the staffwere the unduly heavy workload in the dispensary which was depressing to the staffwere the unduly heavy workload in the dispensary which was depressing to the staffwere the unduly heavy workload in the dispensary which was depressing to the staff

there, and the poor hearing of the aged woman.  This case shows that sometimes wethere, and the poor hearing of the aged woman.  This case shows that sometimes wethere, and the poor hearing of the aged woman.  This case shows that sometimes wethere, and the poor hearing of the aged woman.  This case shows that sometimes we

need to consider the difficulties in communication.need to consider the difficulties in communication.need to consider the difficulties in communication.need to consider the difficulties in communication.

The third case is about a pregnant woman who complained against the unfairThe third case is about a pregnant woman who complained against the unfairThe third case is about a pregnant woman who complained against the unfairThe third case is about a pregnant woman who complained against the unfair

registration system in a hospital.  We know that there are only a limited number ofregistration system in a hospital.  We know that there are only a limited number ofregistration system in a hospital.  We know that there are only a limited number ofregistration system in a hospital.  We know that there are only a limited number of

beds in the obstetric ward; so there can only be a fixed quota every month forbeds in the obstetric ward; so there can only be a fixed quota every month forbeds in the obstetric ward; so there can only be a fixed quota every month forbeds in the obstetric ward; so there can only be a fixed quota every month for

registration by pregnant women, otherwise if all the beds are occupied, there willregistration by pregnant women, otherwise if all the beds are occupied, there willregistration by pregnant women, otherwise if all the beds are occupied, there willregistration by pregnant women, otherwise if all the beds are occupied, there will

be no beds available for delivery.  The expected date of childbirth is usuallybe no beds available for delivery.  The expected date of childbirth is usuallybe no beds available for delivery.  The expected date of childbirth is usuallybe no beds available for delivery.  The expected date of childbirth is usually

calculated on the basis of the last menstrual date.  According to the ordinary waycalculated on the basis of the last menstrual date.  According to the ordinary waycalculated on the basis of the last menstrual date.  According to the ordinary waycalculated on the basis of the last menstrual date.  According to the ordinary way

of calculation, the expected date of childbirth of the complainant would be inof calculation, the expected date of childbirth of the complainant would be inof calculation, the expected date of childbirth of the complainant would be inof calculation, the expected date of childbirth of the complainant would be in

December 1992.  But if the ultrasound method were used, her expected date ofDecember 1992.  But if the ultrasound method were used, her expected date ofDecember 1992.  But if the ultrasound method were used, her expected date ofDecember 1992.  But if the ultrasound method were used, her expected date of

childbirth would be one month further on, that is, January 1993.  Since the Decemberchildbirth would be one month further on, that is, January 1993.  Since the Decemberchildbirth would be one month further on, that is, January 1993.  Since the Decemberchildbirth would be one month further on, that is, January 1993.  Since the December

quota of the hospital were fully taken up and the nurse concerned was using the oldquota of the hospital were fully taken up and the nurse concerned was using the oldquota of the hospital were fully taken up and the nurse concerned was using the oldquota of the hospital were fully taken up and the nurse concerned was using the old

way of calculation, the complainant could not make a registration.  She thought thatway of calculation, the complainant could not make a registration.  She thought thatway of calculation, the complainant could not make a registration.  She thought thatway of calculation, the complainant could not make a registration.  She thought that

the arrangement was unfair and not scientific, and therefore lodged a complaint.the arrangement was unfair and not scientific, and therefore lodged a complaint.the arrangement was unfair and not scientific, and therefore lodged a complaint.the arrangement was unfair and not scientific, and therefore lodged a complaint.

Eventually, the officer-in-chief of the obstetrics department allowed her request.Eventually, the officer-in-chief of the obstetrics department allowed her request.Eventually, the officer-in-chief of the obstetrics department allowed her request.Eventually, the officer-in-chief of the obstetrics department allowed her request.

So the conclusion we can draw from this complaint is that we have to handle everythingSo the conclusion we can draw from this complaint is that we have to handle everythingSo the conclusion we can draw from this complaint is that we have to handle everythingSo the conclusion we can draw from this complaint is that we have to handle everything

with flexibility, and old rules are not to be rigidly followed.  Such rules shouldwith flexibility, and old rules are not to be rigidly followed.  Such rules shouldwith flexibility, and old rules are not to be rigidly followed.  Such rules shouldwith flexibility, and old rules are not to be rigidly followed.  Such rules should

be amended in accordance with the development of technology.be amended in accordance with the development of technology.be amended in accordance with the development of technology.be amended in accordance with the development of technology.

The fourth case is from my personal experience.  A few years ago, I made a callThe fourth case is from my personal experience.  A few years ago, I made a callThe fourth case is from my personal experience.  A few years ago, I made a callThe fourth case is from my personal experience.  A few years ago, I made a call

to the Medical Board to inquire about the number of complaints against doctors into the Medical Board to inquire about the number of complaints against doctors into the Medical Board to inquire about the number of complaints against doctors into the Medical Board to inquire about the number of complaints against doctors in

that year.  The answer given was that such information could not be revealed.  Thethat year.  The answer given was that such information could not be revealed.  Thethat year.  The answer given was that such information could not be revealed.  Thethat year.  The answer given was that such information could not be revealed.  The

conclusion therefore is: if the Medical Board lacks transparency, it may arouseconclusion therefore is: if the Medical Board lacks transparency, it may arouseconclusion therefore is: if the Medical Board lacks transparency, it may arouseconclusion therefore is: if the Medical Board lacks transparency, it may arouse

patients' suspicion that the Board is covering up for the faults of doctors.patients' suspicion that the Board is covering up for the faults of doctors.patients' suspicion that the Board is covering up for the faults of doctors.patients' suspicion that the Board is covering up for the faults of doctors.

From the cases above, we can draw the following conclFrom the cases above, we can draw the following conclFrom the cases above, we can draw the following conclFrom the cases above, we can draw the following conclusions: Firstly, patientsusions: Firstly, patientsusions: Firstly, patientsusions: Firstly, patients

may complain out of a diverse range of reasons; secondly, there is some distancemay complain out of a diverse range of reasons; secondly, there is some distancemay complain out of a diverse range of reasons; secondly, there is some distancemay complain out of a diverse range of reasons; secondly, there is some distance

between ideal and reality; thirdly, if the protection of patient's rights is to bebetween ideal and reality; thirdly, if the protection of patient's rights is to bebetween ideal and reality; thirdly, if the protection of patient's rights is to bebetween ideal and reality; thirdly, if the protection of patient's rights is to be



realized, we will need more resources and co-operation from various parties; finally,realized, we will need more resources and co-operation from various parties; finally,realized, we will need more resources and co-operation from various parties; finally,realized, we will need more resources and co-operation from various parties; finally,

my proposal is not to "just talk", but to take the first step towards improvement.my proposal is not to "just talk", but to take the first step towards improvement.my proposal is not to "just talk", but to take the first step towards improvement.my proposal is not to "just talk", but to take the first step towards improvement.

Therefore, I propose to set up as soon as possible a patient's rights committee.  ITherefore, I propose to set up as soon as possible a patient's rights committee.  ITherefore, I propose to set up as soon as possible a patient's rights committee.  ITherefore, I propose to set up as soon as possible a patient's rights committee.  I

so make my submission.so make my submission.so make my submission.so make my submission.

MR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in Hong Kong, the rights andMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in Hong Kong, the rights andMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in Hong Kong, the rights andMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in Hong Kong, the rights and

interests of patients are neglected.  I understand that the Hospital Authority isinterests of patients are neglected.  I understand that the Hospital Authority isinterests of patients are neglected.  I understand that the Hospital Authority isinterests of patients are neglected.  I understand that the Hospital Authority is

following the example of the United Kingdom by formulating a patient's charter.  Thisfollowing the example of the United Kingdom by formulating a patient's charter.  Thisfollowing the example of the United Kingdom by formulating a patient's charter.  Thisfollowing the example of the United Kingdom by formulating a patient's charter.  This

is welcomed by Meeting Point.  As far as the various patient's rights and interestsis welcomed by Meeting Point.  As far as the various patient's rights and interestsis welcomed by Meeting Point.  As far as the various patient's rights and interestsis welcomed by Meeting Point.  As far as the various patient's rights and interests

are concerned, I think that the "right to know" and the "right to complain" are ofare concerned, I think that the "right to know" and the "right to complain" are ofare concerned, I think that the "right to know" and the "right to complain" are ofare concerned, I think that the "right to know" and the "right to complain" are of

utmost importance.  In the districts where we work, we receive several complaintsutmost importance.  In the districts where we work, we receive several complaintsutmost importance.  In the districts where we work, we receive several complaintsutmost importance.  In the districts where we work, we receive several complaints

too, all of which are dissatisfaction expressed by the residents in this respect.too, all of which are dissatisfaction expressed by the residents in this respect.too, all of which are dissatisfaction expressed by the residents in this respect.too, all of which are dissatisfaction expressed by the residents in this respect.

About the right to know, Meeting Point propose the following:About the right to know, Meeting Point propose the following:About the right to know, Meeting Point propose the following:About the right to know, Meeting Point propose the following:

First, the Hospital Authority should provide information from which members ofFirst, the Hospital Authority should provide information from which members ofFirst, the Hospital Authority should provide information from which members ofFirst, the Hospital Authority should provide information from which members of

the public would get an idea of the conditions and level of service as well as thethe public would get an idea of the conditions and level of service as well as thethe public would get an idea of the conditions and level of service as well as thethe public would get an idea of the conditions and level of service as well as the

waiting time for such service provided by each hospital, so as to help those receivingwaiting time for such service provided by each hospital, so as to help those receivingwaiting time for such service provided by each hospital, so as to help those receivingwaiting time for such service provided by each hospital, so as to help those receiving

such service.such service.such service.such service.

Second, at present the waiting time for out-patient service varies with differentSecond, at present the waiting time for out-patient service varies with differentSecond, at present the waiting time for out-patient service varies with differentSecond, at present the waiting time for out-patient service varies with different

hospitals and clinics, and the Hospital Authority is conducting an exercise on thehospitals and clinics, and the Hospital Authority is conducting an exercise on thehospitals and clinics, and the Hospital Authority is conducting an exercise on thehospitals and clinics, and the Hospital Authority is conducting an exercise on the

computerization of data and statistics in the hope of shortening waiting time.  Wecomputerization of data and statistics in the hope of shortening waiting time.  Wecomputerization of data and statistics in the hope of shortening waiting time.  Wecomputerization of data and statistics in the hope of shortening waiting time.  We

consider that computerization should be conducted in full gear and that the waitingconsider that computerization should be conducted in full gear and that the waitingconsider that computerization should be conducted in full gear and that the waitingconsider that computerization should be conducted in full gear and that the waiting

time in respect of all regional hospitals and clinics throughout the territory shouldtime in respect of all regional hospitals and clinics throughout the territory shouldtime in respect of all regional hospitals and clinics throughout the territory shouldtime in respect of all regional hospitals and clinics throughout the territory should

be announced.be announced.be announced.be announced.

Third, the Government should draw up a code of practice to help the patientsThird, the Government should draw up a code of practice to help the patientsThird, the Government should draw up a code of practice to help the patientsThird, the Government should draw up a code of practice to help the patients

understand the effects and side-effects of various medicines.understand the effects and side-effects of various medicines.understand the effects and side-effects of various medicines.understand the effects and side-effects of various medicines.

As for the right to complain, we propose:As for the right to complain, we propose:As for the right to complain, we propose:As for the right to complain, we propose:

First, the Hospital Authority is currently drawinFirst, the Hospital Authority is currently drawinFirst, the Hospital Authority is currently drawinFirst, the Hospital Authority is currently drawing up a set of criteria calledg up a set of criteria calledg up a set of criteria calledg up a set of criteria called

the "Public Complaints Procedure".  As this document is for internal circulation only,the "Public Complaints Procedure".  As this document is for internal circulation only,the "Public Complaints Procedure".  As this document is for internal circulation only,the "Public Complaints Procedure".  As this document is for internal circulation only,

it is impossible for the public to have a concrete understanding about the complaintit is impossible for the public to have a concrete understanding about the complaintit is impossible for the public to have a concrete understanding about the complaintit is impossible for the public to have a concrete understanding about the complaint

procedures.  We are of the opinion that the Hospital Authority should work out aprocedures.  We are of the opinion that the Hospital Authority should work out aprocedures.  We are of the opinion that the Hospital Authority should work out aprocedures.  We are of the opinion that the Hospital Authority should work out a

simple and convenient method of complaint and announce it for the information of thesimple and convenient method of complaint and announce it for the information of thesimple and convenient method of complaint and announce it for the information of thesimple and convenient method of complaint and announce it for the information of the

public.public.public.public.



Second, in 1990 when Meeting Point discussed the formation of the HospitalSecond, in 1990 when Meeting Point discussed the formation of the HospitalSecond, in 1990 when Meeting Point discussed the formation of the HospitalSecond, in 1990 when Meeting Point discussed the formation of the Hospital

Authority, we already suggested setting up a "Consumer Response Centre" to deal withAuthority, we already suggested setting up a "Consumer Response Centre" to deal withAuthority, we already suggested setting up a "Consumer Response Centre" to deal withAuthority, we already suggested setting up a "Consumer Response Centre" to deal with

complaints lodged by patients, and we made suggestions to the Authority forcomplaints lodged by patients, and we made suggestions to the Authority forcomplaints lodged by patients, and we made suggestions to the Authority forcomplaints lodged by patients, and we made suggestions to the Authority for

improvement too.  The "Consumer Response Centre" should invite participation byimprovement too.  The "Consumer Response Centre" should invite participation byimprovement too.  The "Consumer Response Centre" should invite participation byimprovement too.  The "Consumer Response Centre" should invite participation by

members of the public.members of the public.members of the public.members of the public.

Finally, we think that the Government should actiFinally, we think that the Government should actiFinally, we think that the Government should actiFinally, we think that the Government should actively promote education invely promote education invely promote education invely promote education in

connection with the rights and interests of patients, while the Hospital Authorityconnection with the rights and interests of patients, while the Hospital Authorityconnection with the rights and interests of patients, while the Hospital Authorityconnection with the rights and interests of patients, while the Hospital Authority

should actively come into contact with members of the public.  In-depth surveysshould actively come into contact with members of the public.  In-depth surveysshould actively come into contact with members of the public.  In-depth surveysshould actively come into contact with members of the public.  In-depth surveys

should be carried out biennially so as to gather information about the needs ofshould be carried out biennially so as to gather information about the needs ofshould be carried out biennially so as to gather information about the needs ofshould be carried out biennially so as to gather information about the needs of

patients.  Thank you.patients.  Thank you.patients.  Thank you.patients.  Thank you.

MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, (1) I agree with what Dr LEONGMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, (1) I agree with what Dr LEONGMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, (1) I agree with what Dr LEONGMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, (1) I agree with what Dr LEONG

Che-hung and Prof Edward CHEN said about patient's rights; (2) I hope to seeChe-hung and Prof Edward CHEN said about patient's rights; (2) I hope to seeChe-hung and Prof Edward CHEN said about patient's rights; (2) I hope to seeChe-hung and Prof Edward CHEN said about patient's rights; (2) I hope to see

non-professionals participating in the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As in the casenon-professionals participating in the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As in the casenon-professionals participating in the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As in the casenon-professionals participating in the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As in the case

of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992 passed today by this Council,of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992 passed today by this Council,of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992 passed today by this Council,of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1992 passed today by this Council,

the man in the street is from now on allowed to participate in the handling of complaintthe man in the street is from now on allowed to participate in the handling of complaintthe man in the street is from now on allowed to participate in the handling of complaintthe man in the street is from now on allowed to participate in the handling of complaint

cases, so that such cases are deemed to be dealt with in a fair and just manner; (3)cases, so that such cases are deemed to be dealt with in a fair and just manner; (3)cases, so that such cases are deemed to be dealt with in a fair and just manner; (3)cases, so that such cases are deemed to be dealt with in a fair and just manner; (3)

I hope to see a complaints committee being set up in each regional hospital comprisingI hope to see a complaints committee being set up in each regional hospital comprisingI hope to see a complaints committee being set up in each regional hospital comprisingI hope to see a complaints committee being set up in each regional hospital comprising

doctors, executives, social workers, patients' representatives and people who enjoydoctors, executives, social workers, patients' representatives and people who enjoydoctors, executives, social workers, patients' representatives and people who enjoydoctors, executives, social workers, patients' representatives and people who enjoy

a certain degree of public trust in society, so that the channels for complaints cana certain degree of public trust in society, so that the channels for complaints cana certain degree of public trust in society, so that the channels for complaints cana certain degree of public trust in society, so that the channels for complaints can

function more effectively.function more effectively.function more effectively.function more effectively.

DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you for giving me yet anotherDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you for giving me yet anotherDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you for giving me yet anotherDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you for giving me yet another

chance to speak.  The relationship between doctors, medical staff and patients ischance to speak.  The relationship between doctors, medical staff and patients ischance to speak.  The relationship between doctors, medical staff and patients ischance to speak.  The relationship between doctors, medical staff and patients is

basically not equal, because members of the medical staff have the requiredbasically not equal, because members of the medical staff have the requiredbasically not equal, because members of the medical staff have the requiredbasically not equal, because members of the medical staff have the required

professional knowledge, status, information as well as rights, whereas the patientsprofessional knowledge, status, information as well as rights, whereas the patientsprofessional knowledge, status, information as well as rights, whereas the patientsprofessional knowledge, status, information as well as rights, whereas the patients

are basically on the "receiving" end.  That is why in Hong Kong, patient's rightsare basically on the "receiving" end.  That is why in Hong Kong, patient's rightsare basically on the "receiving" end.  That is why in Hong Kong, patient's rightsare basically on the "receiving" end.  That is why in Hong Kong, patient's rights

depend very much on the moral integrity of individual doctors and the supervisiondepend very much on the moral integrity of individual doctors and the supervisiondepend very much on the moral integrity of individual doctors and the supervisiondepend very much on the moral integrity of individual doctors and the supervision

and control by the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As far as legislation is concerned,and control by the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As far as legislation is concerned,and control by the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As far as legislation is concerned,and control by the Medical Council of Hong Kong.  As far as legislation is concerned,

the ordinary patients are not protected, particularly in areas such as methods ofthe ordinary patients are not protected, particularly in areas such as methods ofthe ordinary patients are not protected, particularly in areas such as methods ofthe ordinary patients are not protected, particularly in areas such as methods of

treatment, directions for medication, conditions of illness, fees and charges as welltreatment, directions for medication, conditions of illness, fees and charges as welltreatment, directions for medication, conditions of illness, fees and charges as welltreatment, directions for medication, conditions of illness, fees and charges as well

as handling of medical records.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong suggest that theas handling of medical records.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong suggest that theas handling of medical records.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong suggest that theas handling of medical records.  The United Democrats of Hong Kong suggest that the

Government should consider drawing up a charter on patient's rights as well as settingGovernment should consider drawing up a charter on patient's rights as well as settingGovernment should consider drawing up a charter on patient's rights as well as settingGovernment should consider drawing up a charter on patient's rights as well as setting

up a committee on the rights and interests of patients.up a committee on the rights and interests of patients.up a committee on the rights and interests of patients.up a committee on the rights and interests of patients.



10.08 pm10.08 pm10.08 pm10.08 pm

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, may I thank Prof the HonourableSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, may I thank Prof the HonourableSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, may I thank Prof the HonourableSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, may I thank Prof the Honourable

Felice LIEH MAK and other Members of this Council for their views.  I am particularlyFelice LIEH MAK and other Members of this Council for their views.  I am particularlyFelice LIEH MAK and other Members of this Council for their views.  I am particularlyFelice LIEH MAK and other Members of this Council for their views.  I am particularly

grateful for this debate which enhances patients' rights and professionals'grateful for this debate which enhances patients' rights and professionals'grateful for this debate which enhances patients' rights and professionals'grateful for this debate which enhances patients' rights and professionals'

obligations. There is nothing like a debate of this sort to concentrate one's mindobligations. There is nothing like a debate of this sort to concentrate one's mindobligations. There is nothing like a debate of this sort to concentrate one's mindobligations. There is nothing like a debate of this sort to concentrate one's mind

on an important subject.  Here I would also like to take the opportunity to say howon an important subject.  Here I would also like to take the opportunity to say howon an important subject.  Here I would also like to take the opportunity to say howon an important subject.  Here I would also like to take the opportunity to say how

much I appreciate the work of the students and teachers from the Baptist College whomuch I appreciate the work of the students and teachers from the Baptist College whomuch I appreciate the work of the students and teachers from the Baptist College whomuch I appreciate the work of the students and teachers from the Baptist College who

have taken the trouble and the initiative to do research and survey to promotehave taken the trouble and the initiative to do research and survey to promotehave taken the trouble and the initiative to do research and survey to promotehave taken the trouble and the initiative to do research and survey to promote

awareness of the patient's rights.  I refer to this booklet which is very well done.awareness of the patient's rights.  I refer to this booklet which is very well done.awareness of the patient's rights.  I refer to this booklet which is very well done.awareness of the patient's rights.  I refer to this booklet which is very well done.

It is an admirable piece of work and an admirable effort.  I congratulate them andIt is an admirable piece of work and an admirable effort.  I congratulate them andIt is an admirable piece of work and an admirable effort.  I congratulate them andIt is an admirable piece of work and an admirable effort.  I congratulate them and

I thank the many health professionals in this Council who have individually andI thank the many health professionals in this Council who have individually andI thank the many health professionals in this Council who have individually andI thank the many health professionals in this Council who have individually and

collectively pledged support for the rights of patients with such clarity and vision.collectively pledged support for the rights of patients with such clarity and vision.collectively pledged support for the rights of patients with such clarity and vision.collectively pledged support for the rights of patients with such clarity and vision.

Although I think, Mr Deputy President, it is early hours yet, it would be arrogantAlthough I think, Mr Deputy President, it is early hours yet, it would be arrogantAlthough I think, Mr Deputy President, it is early hours yet, it would be arrogantAlthough I think, Mr Deputy President, it is early hours yet, it would be arrogant

and discourteous of me to repeat or attempt to say what has already been said, andand discourteous of me to repeat or attempt to say what has already been said, andand discourteous of me to repeat or attempt to say what has already been said, andand discourteous of me to repeat or attempt to say what has already been said, and

said so eloquently.said so eloquently.said so eloquently.said so eloquently.

However I would like to add just a few points which I do not think have beenHowever I would like to add just a few points which I do not think have beenHowever I would like to add just a few points which I do not think have beenHowever I would like to add just a few points which I do not think have been

mentioned.  Everybody has an obligation to himself, his family and the community tomentioned.  Everybody has an obligation to himself, his family and the community tomentioned.  Everybody has an obligation to himself, his family and the community tomentioned.  Everybody has an obligation to himself, his family and the community to

maintain a healthy lifestyle.  The Department of Health, which is sometimes forgotten,maintain a healthy lifestyle.  The Department of Health, which is sometimes forgotten,maintain a healthy lifestyle.  The Department of Health, which is sometimes forgotten,maintain a healthy lifestyle.  The Department of Health, which is sometimes forgotten,

is actively involved in promoting this message.  All the rights and medical care inis actively involved in promoting this message.  All the rights and medical care inis actively involved in promoting this message.  All the rights and medical care inis actively involved in promoting this message.  All the rights and medical care in

the world cannot protect a person from himself if he chooses to neglect the benefitsthe world cannot protect a person from himself if he chooses to neglect the benefitsthe world cannot protect a person from himself if he chooses to neglect the benefitsthe world cannot protect a person from himself if he chooses to neglect the benefits

of preventive medicine.of preventive medicine.of preventive medicine.of preventive medicine.

In the famous words of a leading scribe in the Health and Welfare Branch, Mr DerekIn the famous words of a leading scribe in the Health and Welfare Branch, Mr DerekIn the famous words of a leading scribe in the Health and Welfare Branch, Mr DerekIn the famous words of a leading scribe in the Health and Welfare Branch, Mr Derek

GOULD, patients need to remember that what is good for their body is also good forGOULD, patients need to remember that what is good for their body is also good forGOULD, patients need to remember that what is good for their body is also good forGOULD, patients need to remember that what is good for their body is also good for

their rights.  Each needs to be exercised in moderation or it will waste away.  Andtheir rights.  Each needs to be exercised in moderation or it will waste away.  Andtheir rights.  Each needs to be exercised in moderation or it will waste away.  Andtheir rights.  Each needs to be exercised in moderation or it will waste away.  And

if a patient allows his rights to waste away, he has but himself to blame.if a patient allows his rights to waste away, he has but himself to blame.if a patient allows his rights to waste away, he has but himself to blame.if a patient allows his rights to waste away, he has but himself to blame.

In brief, the best protector of a consumer's rights is still the consumer himself.In brief, the best protector of a consumer's rights is still the consumer himself.In brief, the best protector of a consumer's rights is still the consumer himself.In brief, the best protector of a consumer's rights is still the consumer himself.

Naturally we must all endeavour to help the consumer to enhance an awareness ofNaturally we must all endeavour to help the consumer to enhance an awareness ofNaturally we must all endeavour to help the consumer to enhance an awareness ofNaturally we must all endeavour to help the consumer to enhance an awareness of

consumer's or patient's rights.  It will deserve a concerted effort.  Here, Mr Deputyconsumer's or patient's rights.  It will deserve a concerted effort.  Here, Mr Deputyconsumer's or patient's rights.  It will deserve a concerted effort.  Here, Mr Deputyconsumer's or patient's rights.  It will deserve a concerted effort.  Here, Mr Deputy

President, we in the Government will bear in mind Members' advice, particularly inPresident, we in the Government will bear in mind Members' advice, particularly inPresident, we in the Government will bear in mind Members' advice, particularly inPresident, we in the Government will bear in mind Members' advice, particularly in

the context of our frequent discussions with members of the Hospital Authority andthe context of our frequent discussions with members of the Hospital Authority andthe context of our frequent discussions with members of the Hospital Authority andthe context of our frequent discussions with members of the Hospital Authority and

in particular in the Green Paper that we are drafting.in particular in the Green Paper that we are drafting.in particular in the Green Paper that we are drafting.in particular in the Green Paper that we are drafting.



Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.

Next sittingNext sittingNext sittingNext sitting

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT: In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT: In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT: In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council until

2.30 pm on Wednesday 15 July 1992.2.30 pm on Wednesday 15 July 1992.2.30 pm on Wednesday 15 July 1992.2.30 pm on Wednesday 15 July 1992.

Adjourned accordingly at twelve minutes past Ten o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at twelve minutes past Ten o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at twelve minutes past Ten o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at twelve minutes past Ten o'clock.

Note:Note:Note:Note: The short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with theThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with theThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with theThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with the

exception of Middle East Finance International Limited (Transfer of Undertaking) Bill,exception of Middle East Finance International Limited (Transfer of Undertaking) Bill,exception of Middle East Finance International Limited (Transfer of Undertaking) Bill,exception of Middle East Finance International Limited (Transfer of Undertaking) Bill,

have been translated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havehave been translated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havehave been translated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havehave been translated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not have

authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.


