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Translator’s Preface 

 

Every day recently pundits in the media compare Putin’s “invasion of Ukraine” to 

Hitler’s “invasion of Czechoslovakia.” They do so obviously on the assumption that 

people today well know what took place in Czechoslovakia seventy-six years ago. 

It is only thus that the comparison might help them to understand what is taking 

place in Ukraine today. But is this assumption correct? I doubt that it is and have 

therefore undertaken to make available free online an abbreviated version of Gerd 

Schultze-Rhonhof’s detailed account of the events leading up to Germany’s 

Anschluss of the Sudeten Regions in 1938. This account is found in pages 165-249 

of his book: 1939 – The War That Had Many Fathers: the Long Run-Up to the 

Second World War, available online at Lulu. In this abbreviated version of that 

account nearly all the footnotes have been omitted. For documentation of the facts 

cited herein, see the full version of the book. The original German version: 1939 – 

Der Krieg, der viele Vӓter hatte: Der lange Anlauf zum zweiten Weltkrieg is 

available at Lau Verlag and from Amazon and other online bookstores. The English 

translation has been made from the seventh edition of the German book.  

George F. Held 

April 7, 2014

http://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?keyWords=Schultze-Rhonhof&type=Not+Service&sitesearch=lulu.com&q=
http://www.lau-verlag.de/b%C3%BCcher-1/politik-geschichte-philosophie-v/1939-der-krieg-der-viele-v%C3%A4ter-hatte/#product_458599
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The Historical Roots of Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovakia, an artificial state first formed in 1919, was put together after the 

First World War by the victorious powers from pieces of land which previously were 

Austrian, Hungarian, German or Polish. . . . The double name Czechoslovakia refers 

to two different peoples or two different regions. The name disguises the fact that in 

the newly created state the most numerous peoples are the Czechs and the Sudeten 

Germans, not the Czechs and the Slovaks, and it does not enable recognition that the 

new state has three regions, not just two. Carpatho-Ukraine in the east of 

Czechoslovakia, with its Ruthenian-Ukrainian population, forms one distinct region. 

The closely related languages, Czech and Slovak, tie the Czechs and Slovaks 

together, but history separates them. On the other hand, Slovaks and Ruthenians 

have a common history, but two different languages.  

 

Czechia, with its two regions, Bohemia and Moravia, fell very early into dependence 

on the German Reich. After 800, at the time of Charles the Great, Bohemia and 

Moravia are first obliged to pay tribute to the German Kaiser. In 929 for the first 

time Bohemia becomes subject to German Kings and Kaisers, and in 950 

permanently. From 1041 until 1918, both regions belong to the German Reich. 

During this time Bohemia, Moravia and Germany are bound together through a 

variety of political links. In 1086 the German Kaiser confers royal dignity on the 

Duke of Bohemia. As early as 1257, the Bohemian King as seventh elector enters 

into the ranks of the hitherto six German princes, who have the right to elect the 

German King who usually thereafter becomes also the German Kaiser. . . . In 1526 

Bohemia and Moravia fall by inheritance to the House of Habsburg, where they stay 

until 1918. So the territory of the present-day Czechs and with it the Czech nation 

stand for nearly 1000 years under German rule, for nearly 500 years as part of the 

German Reich, and for more than 400 years in the possession of the House of 

Habsburg. The bonds of the Czechs to the Habsburg Reich are in 1917 still so strong 

that the Czech members of the Vienna Reich Council protest when the English and 

the French government, at the request of the US President Wilson, announce that the 

liberation of the Czechs and Slovaks from Habsburg is one of their war aims. They 

explain in writing:  

 

“In view of the Allies’ response to President Wilson, in which the liberation 

of the Czechs is mentioned as a war aim, we reject this unreasonable demand 

which rests on completely false assumptions. We declare explicitly that the 
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Czech people are convinced now, as always in the past, that a prosperous 

development is assured for them only under the Habsburg’s scepter and in 

the Habsburg monarchy.” 

 

What the Czechs have long been emphatically demanding for themselves, however, 

is an autonomous Kingdom of Bohemia with the same status as Hungary possesses 

within the Habsburg Reich. Adolf Hitler, having grown up in the old Austria and 

molded by it, therefore obviously does not see in the Czechs the independent nation 

that we now see in them. The Czechs themselves, however, despite this centuries-

long political, economic and cultural integration into the German Reich, preserve 

their own language and their national identity, which in 1919 with the founding of 

Czechoslovakia they implement as state language and state consciousness and in 

1939 naturally do not want to lose.  

 

The Czech part of the population of Bohemia and Moravia, on the one hand, has 

increasingly, up to 1918, used the German language in art, business, and science and 

won political influence in the parliament and court in Vienna. For example, from 

1916 to 1917 the Czech Count Clam-Martinitz is Austrian Prime Minister. On the 

other hand, many Czechs feel that they have for centuries been suppressed by 

German Habsburg. The memory of the religious struggle between the ruling Catholic 

Habsburg House against the Czech Hussites and Calvinists in the 15th and 17th 

centuries lives on into modern times in the Czechs’ sense of identity [and is 

manifested] as an anti-German attitude. So, right up to today, they see the murder of 

their reformer Jan Hus in 1415 at the Council of Constance as a vile breach of 

promise and a crime of the Germans against the Czechs. Hus, with the assurance of 

his free return, was summoned to the council where, with the consent of the Czech 

King and the German Kaiser Sigismund, he was condemned as a heretic and burned 

at the stake.  

 

Also, a second religious rebellion ends in disaster. The Protestant Czech nobility 

rises in 1618 against the Counter-Reformation promoted in Bohemia by the German 

Kaiser Ferdinand II. The uprising ends in 1620 with the defeat of the Czechs in the 

Battle of White Mountain near Prague. The nobility then lose not only their rights 

but also their goods which now go over mostly into German hands. How deep this 

defeat has entered into the historical consciousness of the Czechs is shown in 1925 

when the government of Czechoslovakia in the course of land reform makes an 

attempt to restore the holdings . . . of the Czechs in 1620.
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[Map of Czechoslovakia 1920-1938] 

 

The Slovaks historically follow a different path. Slovakia after 906 is initially torn 

apart by Czech, Hungarian and Polish claims of sovereignty, before it, in the year 

1018, together with Carpatho-Ukraine, becomes part of the Kingdom of Hungary. 

Thus, Slovaks and Ruthenians—although different peoples—from 1018 to 1919 

stand together under the Hungarian crown. Only when Hungary becomes part of the 

Habsburg World Reich, do the Czechs, Slovaks and Ruthenians come under this roof 

into political contact. The collapse of the Habsburg World Reich at the end of the 

First World War offers exiled Czechs and Slovaks in the USA the chance to demand 

from the victorious powers at Saint-Germain a separate country for Czechs and 

Slovaks. On 30 May 1918 the representatives of Czech and Slovak exile 

organizations in Pittsburgh, [Pennsylvania,] USA, conclude an agreement to found 

together in the future their own state. The Czechs assure the Slovaks in the treaty’s 

text:  

 

“Slovakia will have its own administration, its parliament and its courts. The 

Slovak language will be the official language in schools, administrative 

bodies and in public life generally.” 

 

In the hope for equality in the newly created state of Czechoslovakia the Slovaks 

bind themselves for the next 20 years to their language-relatives the Czechs.  
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The Ruthenians, who call themselves Carpatho-Ukrainians, land also in the state of 

the Czechs and Slovaks with a similar agreement which exiled Czechs and 

Ruthenians conclude in Cleveland, [Ohio], USA. They feel themselves, according 

to their folklore, to be a part of the great Ukrainian people who are spread out over 

the Soviet Union, Poland and Czechoslovakia. After long foreign domination they 

aspire [to go] rather into a new whole Ukraine than to the Czechs and Slovaks. Their 

clear wish for a Great Ukraine brings them suspicion and opposition in Warsaw and 

in Moscow. 

Czechoslovakia as a Multi-Ethnic State  

In 1938 Czechoslovakia, besides 6.7 million Czechs, contains also 3.1 million 

Germans, 2 million Slovaks, 734,000 Hungarians, 460,000 Ruthenians (Ukrainians), 

180,000 Jews, 75,000 Poles, and 240,000 people of other origins. So the Czechs in 

their own country make up not even half of the population.  
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[Map of Czechoslovakia distinguishing areas with significant Polish (POLN.), 

Hungarian (UNGAR.), and German (DEUTSCHE) minorities/populations]  

 

The colorful mixture of peoples is primarily the result of the intention of the World 

War victorious powers to split up into many states the hitherto powerful Austria-

Hungary. So here people and territories are thrown together into a new state, whose 

population and areas have never before in history constituted a unit, let alone a state. 

The status of this new state is laid down in the Treaties of Saint-Germain, Trianon, 
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and Versailles. The treaties stipulate that each of the specified minorities is supposed 

to have its own internal autonomy within the new Czechoslovakia. This is also 

agreed to by the exiled Czechs’ side. The Czech Delegate Eduard Beneš informs the 

Versailles victorious powers of this intention in writing, as a promise in a note dated 

20 May 1919:  

 

“The Czechoslovak government has the intention to so organize its state that 

it accepts as the basis of its nationalities-laws the principles which the 

constitution of the Swiss Republic has put into application, that is, it wants 

to make a kind of Switzerland out of the Czechoslovak Republic.”  

 

But only the exiled Czechs, Slovaks, and Ruthenians have tied the knot to this new 

state’s founding. The other peoples land in this new state unasked, through the 

dictates of the victors, and through the use of force.  

 

The constitution of the new Czechoslovakia of 1920 already falls short of the 

agreement to autonomy for all minorities. Only to the Ruthenians is an autonomous 

region granted, Carpatho-Ukraine, in Article 3. The constitution assures them of 

having their own regional parliament with the power to make laws about questions 

of language, education, religion, and local administration. With regard to the Slovaks 

the Czechs no longer recognize the promise which they gave them in exile in 

Pittsburgh and deny them their own regional parliament. Also the Germans, the 

Hungarians, and the Poles are in this regard ignored. They, like the Slovaks, are 

protected only by the articles on minorities in the state constitution:  

 

Article 128.2: Differences in religion, belief, confession or language should, 

under the general laws, pose no obstacle to any citizen of Czechoslovakia so 

far as access to public service, to offices, access to honors or the exercise of 

any trade.  

Article 128.3: The right to use one’s mother tongue.  

Article 131: In the cities and districts with a considerable number of citizens, 

who speak a language other than the Czech language, bilingualism prevails 

in the educational institutions. 

The Sudeten Germans  

The name of the Sudeten Germans derives from their homeland, from the Sudetes, 

as the mountain ranges around Bohemia and Moravia are called until 1945. The area 

of Bohemia and Moravia, after mass migrations and the withdrawal of the Germanic 

Markomanns, is taken over by the Slavic Czechs who move in. From 1204 on, 
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several generations of Bohemian kings summon German farmers, craftsmen, and 

merchants to settle in and help develop their country. Through this the outlying areas 

of Bohemia and Moravia and some internal language-islands are populated by 

Germans and remain so for over 700 years. The Sudeten Germans there, like the 

Czechs, are for the last four centuries members of the Habsburg Reich. So it is 

natural that, following the dismantling of Austria-Hungary, they at first feel 

themselves to belong to Austria.  
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[Map of Czechia: dark areas are the Sudeten Regions] 

 

With the collapse of the Habsburg monarchy the fate of the Sudeten Germans seems 

for a moment’s breath uncertain. Officials of the voting-district in the decisively 

German-settled areas of Bohemia, Moravia and North Austrian-Silesia proclaim on 

29 October 1918 [these areas to be] the “German-Bohemian Province” and inform 

the Vienna National Assembly that the province ought to be part of German-Austria. 

On 21 November they deliver to the American government through Swedish 

intermediaries a note in which they request also for themselves the peoples’ right to 

self-determination proclaimed by President Wilson. 

 

Despite these clear votes, the Sudeten Germans, in 1918 through the use of force and 

in 1919 under orders from the victorious powers, land in the state of the Czechs and 

Slovaks. First, the Czechs make use of the capitulation of the Habsburgs and of the 

German Kaiser-Reich, and in November 1918 occupy the German-populated areas 

of Bohemia, Moravia and Austrian Silesia up to the ridges of the mountains. . . . 

Czech legionnaires march in the German cities Aussig, Karlsbad, Troppau, 

Komotau, and Eger without the German inhabitants of these places being able to 
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prevent it. On 4 March 1919 there are in those cities pro-Austrian demonstrations in 

which the claim to belong to Austria is expressed. But the Czech military shoot into 

the crowds of demonstrators. This victory of the Czechs over their new minority 

comes at the price of 54 dead Sudeten Germans and a few hundred of them injured. 

On 2 June 1919 the victorious powers in Saint-Germain put their seal on the 

Anschluss of the Czechs. They hand over to Austria’s first post-war chancellor, Dr. 

Renner, the “peace-conditions,” by which the Sudetenlands are allocated to 

Czechoslovakia. Dr. Renner leaves no stone unturned. On 15 June he makes a protest 

with a note in Saint-Germain and claims for the Sudeten Germans the peoples’ right 

to self-determination proclaimed by US President Wilson. He calls for a referendum 

on the future territorial affiliation of the disputed areas. He also pleads on the basis 

of the conclusion of the freely elected deputies of German-Bohemia that their 

constituencies want to be part of German-Austria. But the USA and France decide 

(against the vote of England) at the Conference of Saint-Germain in favor of the 

Czechs and to the detriment of the Sudeten Germans. They answer Chancellor 

Renner . . . that the right to self-determination does not apply to the vanquished, and 

they prohibit a referendum in areas where people live whose mother tongue is 

German. With this, over three million Sudeten Germans in 1919 become, against 

their wishes, citizens of Czechoslovakia. . . .  

 

The victors’ vote at Saint-Germain is primarily the result of the pressure of exiled 

Czechs on the victorious powers. Masaryk—later the first president of 

Czechoslovakia—and the already mentioned Beneš—later the second president—

have good reasons to round off their new state with German-Bohemia and the 

German inhabited regions in North and South Moravia. The first reason is above all 

“underground.” In the Sudeten regions there are significant deposits of iron, coal and 

oil, and beds of silver, lead, mercury and graphite; and on them is founded a sizeable 

chemical industry, and iron and glass factories and foundries. Only through the 

Anschluss of the outlying German regions of Bohemia does the new Czechoslovakia 

rise from being an agrarian to an industrial country. Four-fifths of the new state’s 

industry lies in the areas of the Sudeten Germans. The second reason lies in the 

topography of the country. Only the inclusion of the German-inhabited borders of 

Bohemia, right up to the ridge of the Bohemian Forest and the Ore Mountains 

(Erzgebirge), gives the new land a border that is easy to defend in the event of war.1 

So more than three million German-speaking citizens from the old Habsburg, 

                                           
1 Mineral resources, industries, and the strategic value of the border regions are cited 

in 1919 by Beneš in his Memorandum No. 3 at the Conference in Saint-Germain as 

justification for the requested boundary.  
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through the demands of the Czechs and the victors’ orders, land in a country to which 

they do not want to belong and which itself moreover does not want them. Mineral 

resources, industry, and the rounding out of the area are what is driving the Czechs 

to demand the Sudetenland for their new state. . . . Since the second half of the 19 th 

century there is a trend among the Czechs which leads them to view the Germans in 

Bohemia as “foreign nationals” and to want to separate from them. This negative 

attitude toward the Sudeten Germans becomes stronger as the prospect of a separate 

state becomes greater. In 1919 after the collapse of Austria-Hungary and before the 

start of the Victors Conference at Saint-Germain, it is even openly discussed in the 

Czech media. For example, a Czech lawyer, by the name of Stĕhule, in 1919 

publishes a memoir with the title “The Czechoslovak State in International Law,” in 

which he assesses the position of the Bohemian Germans in his new state as follows:  

 

“The German as enemy of humanity cannot exercise the right to self-

determination in accordance with his selfish wants.... It is at the expense of 

the Slavs that the German has spread out, and this injustice must be remedied 

in accordance with the opinion of humanity, that is, the German people must 

return this territory to its rightful owners.... The Germans living in our 

country form no historical-political individuality, something which only the 

bearer of the right to self-determination can be. Original colonists are that.” 

 

Furthermore, Stĕhule writes about the assimilation of the German Bohemians and 

about the future dismemberment of the German settlement areas within the new 

frontiers. He finishes his thoughts with the sentence:  

 

“If this process does not take place quickly enough, we will proceed to the 

expulsion of the German element, if our national security is threatened.” 

 

Back to the beginning of Czechoslovakia: In 1919 the newly-baked nation of the 

Czechs and Slovaks consists of Czechs 48%, Germans 28%, Slovaks 14%, 

Hungarians 7% and Ruthenians 3%. In the first years after its foundation the country 

develops into a new central state in the hands of the Czechs. State officials, police 

and military are predominantly Czech and reflect in no way the proportions of the 

peoples. The economic system, schools, and administration in the hitherto purely or 

predominantly German-inhabited towns and cities are emphatically czechized 

against the will of the local population and also against the guarantees of the 

constitution. 354 German schools and 47 secondary schools must close; about 

40,000 German government officials are removed from service. The German cities 

are renamed and given Czech names. Eger becomes Cheb, Aussig becomes Usti, and 

so on. The German street names are changed. All German land acquisitions since 
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1620 are expropriated in a so-called land reform and “restored” to the Czech 

population. . . . The provisions of the Treaties of Saint-Germain and Trianon which 

require Czechoslovakia to develop into a state with equal rights for all peoples are 

never implemented. The spirit of the Czechoslovak constitution also has no influence 

here.  

 

Even the Slovaks, whose agreement had led to the founding of this state, remain for 

a long time outsiders in regard to the distribution of power. . . . In the 20’s and 30’s, 

the Sudeten Germans become increasingly a nuisance to the domination and self-

service of the Czechs in the new state. The German ethnic group is at first split into 

a number of fragmented parties. It remains therefore for a long time without any 

political influence. Only in 1933 does a 35-year-old Sudeten German named Henlein 

succeed in gathering the German-speaking citizens of Czechoslovakia into a 

movement which he calls the “Sudeten German Home Front.” Henlein recognizes 

Czechoslovakia as the state of the Sudeten Germans, but he tries to maintain the 

culture, the local law, the economic position, and the jobs of the German population 

in their new state, and, where necessary, to implement [steps to maintain] them. 

From the Sudeten German Home Front there is soon formed the “Sudeten German 

Party” (Sudentedeutsche Partei = SdP), which already in the May 1935 election 

becomes the strongest party in the country in terms of votes. The Prague 

government, against its own will, is spellbound at the up-swing of the SdP. It 

dissolves two of the German political parties and drives their voters into the new 

one. In July 1936, the SdP with 44 seats even becomes the strongest faction in the 

Prague National Assembly. Behind it follows the primarily Slovak Agricultural 

Party, which henceforth puts forth the prime minister in the person of Milan Hodža. 

Both the Sudeten Germans and the Slovaks push for the internal autonomy of the 

nations in the multi-ethnic state Czechoslovakia, as promised in Saint-Germain.  

 

In February 1937 Henlein attempts to introduce a “People’s Protection Act” in the 

Prague National Assembly. The bill calls for the recasting of the constitution and the 

autonomy of the many peoples in this state. The proposal contains explosive material 

for Czechoslovakia because, in addition to the Sudeten Germans, there are also in 

the country Hungarians, Slovaks and Ruthenians, for whom the centralization policy 

and the czechizing is a thorn in the eye. In September 1937 Prime Minister Henlein’s 

inconclusive conversation with Hodža on the issue of German self-administration 

takes place. Hodža declines further talks on this issue thereafter. In October, during 

the municipal election campaigns, there is open confrontation between the Czechs 

and the Sudeten Germans. Henlein, who at that time is still fighting for the future of 

the Germans within Czechoslovakia, now sends President Beneš a formal ultimatum 
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demanding that he declare the internal autonomy of the Sudetenlands. Beneš judges 

Henlein’s ultimatum not even to be worthy of an answer.  

 

Henlein’s letter to Beneš falls immediately, and without Henlein’s knowledge, into 

the hands of the press in the German Reich region and is published there before he 

has submitted it to Beneš. This creates the false impression that Henlein is working 

together with the German Reich. The leader of the Sudeten Germans subsequently 

can no longer free himself from this suspicion. Since he has not received a hearing 

from Hodža and Beneš and obviously will not receive one, and since from now on 

he is considered anyway as a collaborator with the Germans, Henlein on 19 

November 1937 sends a written request to Hitler that he support the German 

population in the Czechoslovakia. That is his first call for help from the outside, the 

last step before the official request that the Sudeten regions be incorporated into the 

German Reich. 

The German Intervention in the Czech Sudeten Crisis  

In February 1938 Hodža and Beneš offer the Sudeten Germans concessions in regard 

to the maintenance and recognition of the German language and culture, but they 

combine this offer with a sharp rejection of all claims for the autonomy of the nations 

within Czechoslovakia. The recognition of the German language and culture, 

however, is only what the Sudeten Germans were already entitled to according to 

the Czechoslovak Constitution. The Sudeten German population is now no longer to 

be won over with only cultural concessions. Unemployment and the material 

hardships of the Germans who are economically disadvantaged in their own areas 

by the Czech state aggravate the conflict. In Eger (today Cheb), Reichenberg (today 

Liberec), Aussig (today Usti) and Komotau (today Chomutov) there are spontaneous 

demonstrations by the Sudeten Germans. The Czechs react harshly with police 

operations, house searches, arrests and court prosecutions. The multi-ethnic crisis of 

Czechoslovakia has suddenly been transformed from a political dispute into an open 

violent conflict.  

 

On 20 February 1938 Hitler expresses himself for the first time in public about the 

lot of the Germans in Czechoslovakia. In a speech in the Reichstag2 he takes a stand 

on the situation of the Germans in Austria and Czechoslovakia and remarks among 

other things that: 

 

                                           
2 This is in fact the first speech ever transmitted over television, even if only within 

Berlin.  
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“Two of the states adjacent to our borders alone encompass a mass of 10 

million Germans. Up to 1866 they were united in a federal state with the 

whole German people.... Against their will through peace treaties they have 

been prevented from unification with the Reich.... Their national and legal 

separation from the Reich cannot lead to a loss of their political rights as a 

people. That is, the general rights of a people to self-determination, which, 

incidentally, had been assured to us in Wilson’s 14 Points as a prerequisite 

for the cease-fire, cannot simply be disregarded because here the people at 

issue are Germans.... Just as England sticks up for its own interests over the 

whole globe, so present-day Germany will know how to stick up for and 

protect its own—albeit much more limited—interests. And to these interests 

of the German Reich belong also the protection of those German folks who 

on their own are not able to secure for themselves... the right to a general 

human, political and ideological freedom.” 

 

By the aforementioned 10 million Germans abroad, everyone here and abroad knows 

that Hitler means, besides the 6 million German-Austrians, the more than 3 million 

Sudeten Germans.  

 

Despite the sideswipe at England, the German Chancellor, in his advocacy for the 

Germans in Czechoslovakia, certainly also meets with understanding from a part of 

the British public. The English media-czar Rothermere comments thus on 6 May 

1938 in the Daily Mail:  

 

“The Germans are a very patient people. I cannot for a moment imagine that 

Great Britain would have quietly looked on for twenty years while three and 

a half million Britons lived under the lash of a thoroughly detested people 

with a foreign language and a completely different national ideology 

(Weltanschauung). As far as I know my fellow countrymen, they would after 

a few years have intervened against such an outrage.” 

 

Hitler in his February speech before the Reichstag still demands no Anschluss . . . 

That Hitler a quarter-year earlier, on 5 November 1937, before Foreign Minister von 

Neurath and the highest generals and admirals of the Wehrmacht, has already spoken 

of a later war against Czechoslovakia is not known by the public up to that time. In 

this secret speech from the past November Hitler had revealed to the generals that 

he considers Czechia, in the event of a later war with England or France, to be a 

threat to Germany’s back, and that he plans, at a suitable opportunity, to annex it. . . 

.  
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On 12 March 1938 Austria is annexed to Germany. But even after the Anschluss of 

Austria, to which the Sudeten Germans still feel that they belong, they call openly 

at first for no more than their self-government within Czechoslovakia. . . . Austria’s 

Anschluss to Germany nevertheless puts the issue of “Czechoslovakia” on the 

agenda in London, Paris and Moscow. Here one suspects—rightly—that Hitler, for 

the sake of the Sudeten Germans and in order to remove the Czechs from his back, 

could next conquer Czechoslovakia. . . .  

 

On 28 March 1938, two weeks after the Anschluss of Austria, the first official 

meeting of the leader of the Sudeten Germans, Henlein, with the “Führer” Adolf 

Hitler takes place. An incorporation of the Sudeten regions into the German Reich 

is not yet discussed even here. . . . Hitler and von Ribbentrop advise Henlein, 

however, to make maximum demands on the government of Czechoslovakia, whose 

goal is “the full freedom of the Sudeten Germans.” Hitler otherwise puts Henlein 

off:  

 

“The Reich will not intervene on its own. For the events, he, Henlein, is 

himself first of all responsible.” 

 

Hitler, since the above-mentioned meeting with the generals in November 1937, is 

secretly double-dealing. While he continues to keep his intentions hidden from 

Henlein, in December 1937 he changes the form of the instructions within the 

Wehrmacht. He orders for the first time that plans be worked out for a future 

conquest of Czechoslovakia, and “thereby the solution for the German space 

problem.” For a long time up to then a war with Czechoslovakia by the Wehrmacht 

was considered and prepared for only in connection with the possible war intentions 

of the French. Czechoslovakia in such a scenario has up to then always been the 

second enemy in a two-front war feared by the German side. . . . Now 

Czechoslovakia stands on Hitler’s agenda as an extension of the German 

Lebensraum and as a militarily lasting risk for Germany’s security. The new 

instructions leave open the time for a German attack. A passage about this runs:  

 

“If the political situation does not evolve in our favor or does so only slowly, 

it will therefore even be necessary that our side postpone the solution of the 

case ‘Green’ for years.” 

  

“Green” is now the code name of the Wehrmacht for Czechoslovakia. . . . As 

justification for the now required preparations for a military confrontation with 

Czechoslovakia, Hitler cites two different reasons to [Colonel General] Keitel. The 
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first is the concern for the future fate of the Sudeten Germans. The second pertains 

to the strategic importance of Czechoslovakia for Germany. Hitler speaks of the  

 

“untenable position for us, if once the major conflict in the East... especially 

with Bolshevism comes about. It was his most sacred conviction that the 

greatest danger threatening the Reich comes from there. Czechoslovakia will 

then be the springboard for the Red Army and the landing place for its Air 

Force.” 

 

This gives Hitler a second opportunity, after his already mentioned speech whose 

minutes were taken down by Colonel Hossbach, to understand that Czechia presents 

a problem for Germany not only because of the Sudeten Germans. He sees the 

neighboring country in the East before all as an ally of the states which are 

ideologically or in terms of power politics on course to oppose Germany. And he 

sees in Czechia “new Lebensraum in the East.” 

 

Henlein suspects none of this. He is still fighting for full autonomy for the Sudeten 

Germans within Czechoslovakia.  

 

Henlein uses the next party congress of the SdP in Karlsbad to announce an eight-

point list of demands on the Prague government. In this “Karlsbad Program” of 24 

April 1938 . . . he calls for: 

 

1. The full equality of the German ethnic group with the Czech people,  

2. The recognition of the German ethnic group as people with rights, 

3. The establishment and recognition of the German settlement area, 

4. The establishment of German self-government in the German settlement 

area, so far as are concerned the affairs of the German ethnic group, 

5. Legal safeguards for the Sudeten Germans who live outside the distinct 

German settlement areas, 

 6. Reparation of the harm which through injustice has been inflicted on the 

German population since 1918, 

7. German public employees in the German regions, 

8. Full freedom for commitment to German traditions and German ideology 

(Weltanschauung). 

 

So Henlein demands no Anschluss of the Sudetenlands to the German Reich region. 

What he demands remains within the parameters of Wilson’s 14 Points, within the 

parameters of the peoples’ right to self-determination and within the parameters of 

the Czechoslovak “Pittsburgh Agreement” of 1918, in which autonomy after the 
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model of the Swiss canton has been pledged to the peoples within Czechoslovakia. 

But, in the background and without Henlein’s knowledge, Adolf Hitler is waiting 

for the Czechs to deliver themselves sometime to the knife by making a mistake.  

The Czechoslovakian Escalation  

The Karlsbad Program has a tremendous impact. Hardly has it become known when 

the representatives of the Slovaks, the Poles and the Hungarians in the Prague 

parliament demand the same autonomy for themselves. In the following two weeks 

the governments in London and Paris urge the government of Czechoslovakia 

repeatedly to negotiate with the Sudeten Germans and to find a quick and peaceful 

solution to their nationality problems. Prime Minister Hodža gives in and submits to 

the British government a draft of a federal constitution in order thereby to save what 

there is to save. But Henlein thinks that the Czechoslovak government is incapable 

of honest efforts and refuses to discuss Hodža’s draft of a constitution. Instead, he 

travels to London in order to broadcast there a picture of the situation of the Sudeten 

Germans under the control of the Czechs.  

 

This picture seems at the time truly bleak. From 1 to 31 May 1938 there are attacks 

in Czechoslovakia in which 3 Sudeten Germans are killed and 130 injured, many of 

them seriously. In addition, 40 assaults became known in which Sudeten German 

citizens were abused. 

 

On 20 May 1938 Hitler . . . devises a new instruction for the “Case Green.” His 

“conditions” are still such that he leaves it to the Czechs themselves to dig their own 

grave. The instruction begins with the declaration:  

 

“It is not my intention to destroy Czechoslovakia in the near term by a 

military action without provocation, unless an unavoidable development in 

the political relations within Czechoslovakia forces the issue.”  

 

Hitler cannot know on that day that Dr. Beneš exactly at this same time is in the 

process of delivering to him an occasion for the next German step.  

 

President Beneš on 20 May mobilizes the army of Czechoslovakia, calls 180,000 

reservists to arms, and claims as justification that Germany has for its part already 

mobilized. The Czech Ministry of War adds that the German Wehrmacht is already 

on the march to Czechoslovakia with 8 to 10 divisions. But both reports are false. 

Beneš has attempted by this chess move to win over the British, French and Russians 

to himself and against the Sudeten Germans.  
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The next day the newspapers in Europe and the USA report: the “clear no” of the 

Czechs has forced Hitler to abandon the conquest of Czechoslovakia. Hitler has 

“caved in” and his declarations on the Sudeten question were “nothing but wind.” 

The British Ambassador in Berlin Henderson commented on these events two years 

later in his memoirs thus:  

 

“It was, above all, this jubilation [of the press] which gave Hitler the excuse 

for his third and worst brainstorm of the year, and pushed him definitely over 

the border-line from peaceful negotiation to the use of force. . . The Germans 

had never mobilized, nor . . . had they actually any intention at that time of 

a “coup” [against Czechoslovakia]. . . We had cried “Wolf, wolf” 

prematurely. . . . Moreover the upshot of the Press campaign was 

unfortunately twofold: not only did it serve as an excuse for Hitler . . .  to 

approve once again of solutions by force, but it also fatally encouraged the 

Czechs to believe that their position was secure, and Benes in his reluctance 

to go far enough to satisfy the Sudeten Germans.”  

 

Hitler, who so far has undertaken nothing against Czechoslovakia, is very well aware 

that with the war rumor Beneš wishes to bring France and England to his side and to 

get Germany into trouble. . . . Hitler is outraged and acts without long hesitation. On 

28 May, a week after the mobilization of the troops in Czechoslovakia, he calls into 

the Reich Chancellery the heads of the three branches of the Wehrmacht and other 

top officers, as well as the foreign minister and his predecessor. Hitler discloses to 

these men that . . . he has now decided at a suitable opportunity “to dispose of 

Czechia with lightning speed.” During this meeting with the generals on 28 May 

Hitler does not once mention the fate of the Sudeten Germans. . . . Here the issue is 

just to evaluate the strategic importance which Czechoslovakia will have in future 

disputes between Germany, France and Great Britain. Hitler speaks of the resistance 

which the British and French will make to further strengthening of Germany, 

especially if it should once come to this: that they demand back the German colonies 

annexed by both these powers or demand a substitute for them in Eastern Europe. 

Hitler foresees as very likely in this case a military conflict between Germany on the 

one side and France and Great Britain on the other. And Czechoslovakia then stands 

with about 42 divisions on the side of Germany’s opponents and behind Germany’s 

back. . . . The contents of this conversation with the generals in May 1938 make 

understandable why Hitler half a year later is still not satisfied when at the 

conference in Munich the Sudetenlands are granted to him. The Sudeten regions for 

Hitler are only part of the Czech problem. For him in the summer of 1938 the issue 

is in fact about a danger at Germany’s back door. It is about Czechia.  
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On 30 May 1938 Hitler orders Keitel to prepare the Wehrmacht in complete silence 

for an attack on Czechoslovakia, indeed so that a campaign for that purpose could 

be started after 1 October 1938. He has the opening sentence in the above mentioned 

instructions of 20 May:  

 

“It is not my intention in the immediate future without provocation to destroy 

Czechoslovakia by military action”  

 

replaced with the sentence: 

 

“It is now my unalterable decision to attack Czechia in the fall.” 

 

In addition, he orders him to accelerate the construction of the West Wall, an 

extensive defense installation against France. He fears that the French will not look 

on a German-Czech dispute, without themselves making an incursion into Germany. 

. . . The British government . . . on 3 August dispatches a commission under Special 

Envoy Runciman to Prague in order to ascertain there the state of the Sudenten-

Czech differences and, if necessary, to conciliate them. . . . Lord Runciman learns 

very quickly that a reconciliation between Czechs and Sudeten Germans is no longer 

possible. By the end of August, it is especially President Beneš who stonewalls and 

who does not want to meet the German citizens of his state halfway. When Beneš 

then after all gives in, it is the representatives of the Sudeten Germans who by then 

want the Anschluss to Germany and no longer show any interest in the concessions 

of the Czechs. . . . Runciman’s report from 21 September 1938 turns out to be 

damning for the Czechs. He gives Henlein indeed the sole blame for the last 

breakdown of the talks. But he also writes:  

 

“I have been left with the impression that Czechoslovak rule in the Sudeten 

areas for the last twenty years, though not actively oppressive, and certainly 

not ‘terroristic,’ has been marked by tactlessness, lack of understanding, 

petty intolerance and discrimination, to a point where the resentment of the 

German population was inevitably moving in the direction of revolt. The 

Sudeten Germans felt, too, that in the past they had been given many 

promises by the Czechoslovak Government, but that little or no action had 

followed these promises.” 

 

He continues: they have put Czech civil servants and police officers with no 

knowledge of German into purely German areas, settled Czechs in German regions, 
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preferred Czech companies in the awarding of government contracts, concentrated 

social assistance on the Czechs and so on and so forth.  

 

“Even as late as the time of my Mission,” so Runciman complains, “I could 

find no readiness on the part of the Czechoslovak Government to remedy 

them on anything like an adequate scale.” 

 

Runciman concludes by recommending that the border districts with a 

predominantly German population be split off from Czechoslovakia without delay 

and be incorporated into Germany. For other areas in which the Sudetens do not 

form the great majority, he proposes a referendum and an autonomous status within 

the remaining Czechoslovakia. 

 

In addition to the Sudeten question, the differences between the Czechs and Slovaks 

unsettle Czechoslovakia, named after both of these peoples. The Slovaks recall the 

Treaty of Pittsburgh from the year 1918, in which representatives of both nations 

agreed to a common state with equal nations. The Czechs have never abided by this 

“marriage” with the Slovaks, and now the late bill for this arrives. On 5 June 1938 

representatives of the Slovaks meet at a conference in Pressburg [now Bratislava] 

and demand equal rights with the Czechs and autonomy for the Slovaks. Prime 

Minister Hodža, a Slovak himself, fears the consequences of this claim and denies 

the Delegates from Pressburg the mandate for the Slovaks. So, even without German 

intervention, the last bridge breaks up over which the two titular nations, the Czechs 

and the Slovaks, could have found a common ground.  

 

While Lord Runciman is trying in Prague to mediate between the Czechs and the 

Sudeten Germans, from 5 to 12 September 1938 a NSDAP party-convention is 

taking place in Nuremberg. Hitler’s keynote speech at the end of the event is indeed 

harsh in tone, but Hitler still demands only the right to self-determination for the 

German population-group in Czechoslovakia. He calls for no Anschluss to the 

Reich, he presses for no referendum, he gives no ultimatum. The core sentences of 

this speech on the neighboring country’s problem are as follows:  

 

“What the Germans demand is the right to self-determination, which every 

other nation also possesses.... I make the demand that the oppression of the 

three and a half million Germans in Czechoslovakia stop and that the free 

right to self-determination replace it.... Moreover, it is for the Czechoslovak 

government to deal with the appointed representatives of the Sudeten 

Germans and to bring about an understanding in one way or another.”  
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But Hitler also does not fail to give a warning: 

 

“The Germans in Czechoslovakia are neither defenseless nor are they 

abandoned. That one may take note of.”  

 

For those abroad this speech leaves open the way to peace, and even at home no one 

can conclude from it that Hitler’s aim is in fact a subjugation of Czechia in the near 

future. All the same, Hitler had already a week earlier, on 3 September ordered the 

Chief of the Wehrmacht’s High Command, General Keitel, and the Supreme 

Commander of the Army, Colonel General von Brauchitsch, to bring up Wehrmacht 

units by 28 September so close to Czechoslovakia that, if necessary, after another 

two day march they could invade it. . . .  

 

On 15 September the Sudeten leader Henlein openly demands . . . on radio the 

Anschluss to the German Reich. The Czech government thereupon tries to place him 

under arrest. Henlein flees to Germany and with him a few thousand young Sudeten 

German men of conscriptable age.  

England’s and France’s Intervention 

. . . The French government . . . wants unconditionally to keep [Czechoslovakia] 

alive as an ally in Germany’s back. So, the French Prime Minister Blum assures the 

Czech Ambassador in Paris on 14 March 1938 in all seriousness that France will 

fulfill without reservation its military obligations to Czechoslovakia if Germany 

should take up arms because of the Sudeten Germans. But just a day thereafter the 

tide turns. At the Conference of the Permanent Defense Committee in Paris on 15 

March, Prime Minister Blum and the present ministers and generals come to the 

conclusion that the French armed forces are too weak for a two-front war of France 

and Czechoslovakia against Germany and that the Western Wall for warding off a 

French attack is by now too strong. They assess the situation thus: that Spain and 

Italy could attack France in the back; that Poland on Germany’s side will attack 

Czechoslovakia; that Belgium will tolerate no French marching through [its 

territory]; that the abilities of the Soviet Union to help are doubtful; that England 

will commit itself to no concrete support; and that therefore one cannot oneself be 

in a hurry to help the Czechs. So even France now is no longer prepared to remain 

true to its alliance with Czechoslovakia, even if Blum has so promised the day 

before.  

 

The British government under Chamberlain feels itself contractually obligated to 

nothing with regard to the Czechs and besides not equipped for a war against 
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Germany. . . . Chamberlain responds to him [French Prime Minister Daladier on 28 

and 29 April 1938]:  

 

“Never will the British people, and still less the Dominions, start a war to 

prevent the peoples of Central Europe from making known their wishes in a 

referendum.... If Beneš would have treated liberally the annexed German 

minorities, as he had obligated himself to do in 1919, then there would not 

be the current crisis. In addition, there is yet another consideration. England 

from 1925 to 1935 has disarmed. The new defense programs for the sea and 

air armament have just started. Only when these programs are completed, 

can England look a new war in the eye.” 

 

. . . . In England then it is only a group of opposing politicians led by Winston 

Churchill who already support the contention that Great Britain must immediately 

conclude a “Grand Alliance” with France and the Soviet Union for a war against 

Germany. And France does not cease to envelop the Czechs and Slovaks in illusions. 

Prime Minister Daladier, although he knows better, repeats to the government of 

Czechoslovakia the promise of French troops made last March and declares on 12 

June 1938:  

 

“France’s obligations to Czechoslovakia are sacred and cannot be 

circumvented.” 

 

Chamberlain’s First Attempt at Mediation and Beneš’s Proposal  

for the Expulsion of the Sudeten Germans  
 

. . .  The Czech government imposes martial law over 13 Sudeten German areas. In 

this situation, Prime Minister Chamberlain tries to save what there is to save. On the 

night between 13 and 14 September Chamberlain writes Hitler a letter and offers to 

immediately come to Germany to seek together with him a peaceful solution to the 

problems in Czechoslovakia. Chamberlain dares this step without first discussing it 

with his foreign minister or even the whole cabinet. Hitler immediately agrees to this 

and invites the English Prime Minister the day thereafter to Berchtesgaden. He even 

considers flying himself to England in order to spare the almost 70 years old 

Chamberlain the pains of such a trip.  

 

On 15 September Chamberlain and Hitler stand opposite each other for the first time 

in person. The conversation between the two takes place on Hitler’s suggestion in 

private. . . Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop and Wilson, the Chamberlain’s foreign 
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policy adviser, are not called in. Only an interpreter is present. . . . [Hitler] laments 

the inability of the League of Nations to resolve the minority problems of the 

Germans abroad, and he demands the peoples’ right to self-determination also for 

the Sudeten Germans. Hitler in the talks demands for the Reich no less and no more 

than the border areas inhabited by a German majority, and a referendum for the 

disputed districts. The vote should . . . clarify whether other areas of Czechoslovakia 

are to be ceded to Germany. The German Chancellor announces that he will in the 

near future “in one way or another on his own initiative solve” the problems of the 

Sudeten Germans. Chamberlain understands the threat of these words. “One way or 

another” . . . means: concession by his opponents or an invasion by the Wehrmacht 

into Czechoslovakia. Chamberlain tells Hitler that he will immediately consult with 

his cabinet in London about the question of the right to self-determination for the 

Sudeten Germans and then as soon as possible come to Germany for a second talk. 

He wrestles from Hitler the promise to refrain until then from an intervention in 

Czechoslovakia. 

 

Meanwhile, the French Foreign Minister Bonnet informs the British government that 

the French will subscribe to all of Chamberlain’s proposals to Hitler. On 16 

September Chamberlain . . . gives to his cabinet a report on the trip. There can be no 

doubt that Germany is ready to intervene in Czechoslovakia with troops. . . . Lord 

Runciman, called back from Prague, reports before the cabinet in the same session. 

He holds the Czech government fully responsible for the now arisen and totally 

deadlocked situation in Czechoslovakia. Runciman concludes his talk with the 

recommendation that the Sudeten regions be annexed to Germany without much 

discussion in a very short time.  

 

President Beneš, informed of this, tries now in great haste to win over the French 

government in favor of a minimal solution. On 17 September he sends a letter to 

Prime Minister Daladier, with an accompanying map, in which he proposes the 

cession of three Sudeten areas containing about 800,000 Germans. 2.3 million 

Sudeten Germans would then have remained in Czechoslovakia. The Beneš letter 

contains this handwritten postscript:  

 

“I ask you imploringly not to make this proposal known, for I would have to 

deny it.”  

 

With this admittedly too late concession and the hand-written postscript the French 

and the British governments think that President Beneš from now on no longer 

opposes in principle regional concessions, and they know that he does not want to 

bear responsibility for them himself. . . .  
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Illuminating is the conversation which Beneš has with the French Ambassador 

Lacroix. . . Beneš reveals to him that his thoughts go further than the letter to 

Daladier lets be known. He adds to the proposal made in the letter:  

 

“The government of the (German) Reich must accept to take in on its own 

territory about one million Sudeten Germans who have come from 

Czechoslovakian territory.”  

 

. . . Beneš sends the Czech Minister Nečas to London and Paris to convince 

influential politicians about his offer. Nečas’ mission is to communicate to the 

British and French that, as a condition for regional concessions, the German Reich 

“has to absorb a population of at least a 1.5 to 2 million Germans.” . . . Here, with 

Beneš, appears for the first time the idea that lies as the basis for the subsequent 

expulsion of the Sudeten Germans.  

 

. . . The British and French on 19 September send separately the identical demand to 

Prague: that it should itself and even on its own initiative, with or without a 

referendum, transfer to the German Reich the regions with a more than 50% Sudeten 

German population and hand over to an international commission the demarcation 

of the new boundaries. As an incentive, the Czechs are informed of England’s 

readiness to guarantee the new borders of their country after the transfer of the 

Sudetenlands. That is a promise which England later cleverly withdraws. . . . The 

letters from the British and the French end with a request for a quick answer, not 

later than 21 September. That is: in 48 hours. But [Beneš is informed by the British 

Ambassador that] “he must give his answer by all means this evening, but at the 

latest tomorrow.” This is actually an ultimatum without time for reflection.  

 

Chamberlain’s and Daladier’s decision to force the preservation of peace in Europe 

in this way receives a divided reception in England and France. . . In France, the 

Ministers Mandel, Reynaud, Champetier de Ribes, Campinchi, Zay and de 

Chappedelaine form “the war party.” . . . Colonial Minister Mandel presumes even 

to call Beneš [and tell him] to go to war and even to start the war himself: 

 

“Neither Paris nor London has the right to dictate to you your position. If 

your territory is violated, you should not hesitate a second to give the 

command to your army to defend its home.... If you in self-defense fire the 

first shot, the echo will be powerful throughout the world. The cannons of 

France, Great Britain and Soviet Russia will begin to shoot as though of 

themselves.” 
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. . . The multi-ethnic crisis in Czechoslovakia affects also other countries in Europe. 

Hungary, once ruler of Slovakia for almost a millennium, reflects on the areas in the 

Southern Slovakia, in which nearly 750,000 Hungarians still live. On 22 September 

the Hungarian government demands from Prague that it treat the Hungarian minority 

in the future in the same manner as the German one. Poland demands the industrial 

area of Teschen [now Cieszyn], where there is a small minority of Poles. Poland, 

which feels itself closely tied to Hungary, pleads with Hitler also for the Anschluss 

of Carpatho-Ukraine to Hungary, whereby a joint Polish-Hungarian border would 

come into being. Hitler . . . on this occasion indicates to the Poles for the first time a 

desire for a quid pro quo. It is the desire for the Anschluss of the city Danzig and for 

an extraterritorial highway link through Pomerelia into East Prussia, now isolated 

from the Reich. On 21 September the Polish government announces its territorial 

claims in three notes in Prague, Paris and London. . . . The Kingdom of Italy. . . . 

wants to play a role as a protector of Hungary and as a leading power in the area of 

the Danube lands. . . Mussolini demands a referendum for all minorities in 

Czechoslovakia, but he advises peace and calls for—quite in the spirit of Hitler—

limiting the war, if war cannot be avoided, to the area of the conflict. Mussolini says 

at the time in several public speeches that Italy will remain neutral in a war over 

Czechoslovakia for as long as Great Britain also keeps itself out of it.  

 

. . . Even if one deducts the falsehoods in the German media, there still remain 

several legally verified shootings and several hundred arrests of members of the 

German ethnic group. In Germany . . . one puts 150 resident Czechs in jail as 

hostages in order to prevent any more shootings in Czechoslovakia. Sudeten leader 

Henlein declares publicly that the Sudeten Germans have no other choice but to take 

their fate into their own hands and to arm themselves. He calls on the Germans in 

Czechoslovakia . . . to form a “Sudeten German Free-Corps” in the Reich’s territory 

and to liberate their homeland themselves. Within two days 40,000 young men 

assemble on the German side. They start out from there with skirmishes against the 

Czech troops stationed at the border, until Hitler prohibits this. Frightened by the 

unrest in Czechoslovakia and to reach safe haven before a war, some 240,000 

Sudeten Germans in September 1938 leave their homeland and flee into the German 

Reich.  

Roosevelt’s Rescue Attempt 

. . . The [American] President proposes to the British Ambassador in Washington 

Sir Lindsay a sea blockade against Germany. American and British war ships are 

supposed to . . . cut off Germany from its overseas imports with a continental 
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blockade extending from the North Sea into the Atlantic and into the Mediterranean 

Sea up to the Suez and thus force it to accept the status quo of the Sudeten Germans. 

. . Sea blockades under international law are acts of war, and the USA is, according 

to its national laws, neutral. The President is ready, for the sake of retaining 

Czechoslovakia, to lead the USA into a war.  

The Concession of the Czechs 

At midday of 19 September 1938 the British-French proposal to concede Sudeten 

regions to Germany is delivered to the Czechoslovak President. Beneš betakes 

himself with his cabinet for 30 hours to the Hradčany for a conclave. . . .  

On 20 September at 2000 hours, the Czech Foreign Minister Krofta conveys to the 

Ambassadors of England and France the decision taken by the cabinet. The 

government of Czechoslovakia refuses to cede the Sudetenlands, and asks the 

governments in Paris and London “to revise their position.” Just two hours later 

Prime Minister Hodža . . . has the following telegram transmitted to the governments 

in Paris and London:  

“In agreement with the President of the Republic (Beneš), I declare the 

following: If in this night I would declare to Beneš in person that, in the event 

of a war between Germany and Czechoslovakia because of the Sudeten 

Germans, France, in view of its agreements with England, would not 

intervene, the President of the Republic would take note of this declaration. 

The Prime Minister (Hodža) would then immediately call together the 

cabinet, whose official members along with the President of the Republic 

would then be ready to yield.” 

 

. . . Shortly after this “capitulation” of the Czechoslovak leadership the French 

government declares . . . that France will not help, if it comes to an attack by the 

Germans because of a rejection of the English-French plan by the Czechoslovakian 

government. . . . The English reaction is no less clear. It reads: 

“Anglo-French proposals remain in our view only chance of avoiding 

immediate German attack.… We therefore beg Czech Government to 

consider urgently and seriously before producing a situation for which we 

could take no responsibility.… If on consideration Czech Government feel 

bound to reject our advice, they must of course be free to take any action that 

they think appropriate to meet the situation that may thereafter develop.” 
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Thus, England and France refuse to stand by the Czechs in the case of a German 

attack.  

On 21 September at 1700 hours the Foreign Minister Krofta delivers to the 

Ambassadors of England and France the final decision of the Czechoslovak 

government and President Beneš. The English-French plan for secession of the 

regions occupied mainly by Sudeten Germans is accepted “with feelings of sorrow.” 

The way is open for further talks between Chamberlain and Hitler.  

The Meeting in Bad Godesberg from 22 to 24 September 1938  

. . . Prime Minister Chamberlain reports to Hitler the adoption of the English-French 

plan by the government of Czechoslovakia. . . . He now counts on Hitler’s thanks, 

but to his dismay Hitler follows this up with two new demands. The first is for the 

same regulations for the Hungarian and Polish minorities. Hitler thereby takes up 

the demands of the Italian, the Polish and the Hungarian governments which have 

been raised since the first Hitler-Chamberlain talks. Secondly, Hitler demands the 

prompt occupation by the Wehrmacht of the zones inhabited mainly by Sudeten 

Germans—within only four days—and, accordingly, the withdrawal from there of 

the police and military of Czechoslovakia.  

Why is Hitler in a rush so shortly before the success which seems for him now as 

good as certain? Hitler, thanks to the German Wire-Tapping Service, has in the 

meantime been informed about developments of which Chamberlain himself does 

not know. For one thing, the French Minister Mandel has asked President Beneš in 

the already mentioned phone call to put up resistance to the Germans. Mandel therein 

had laid out “the cannons of France, Great Britain and the Soviet Union” as bait. 

And for another thing, the Prague government on phone lines, which run through the 

Reich, has openly talked with the Czech Ambassadors in Paris and London about 

the fact that time must now be gained until the opposition in France and England 

bring down Daladier and Chamberlain and replace them with new war-ready leaders. 

. . . 

The Godesberg Conference threatens to founder quickly on Hitler’s additional 

demands. That the concern of the German Chancellor is not entirely unjustified is 

proven even while he negotiates with Chamberlain. On the evening of the first day 

of the conference the government in Hradčany changes. On the second day of the 

conference at 2230 hours the new government of Czechoslovakia announces the 

general mobilization order and thereby calls 1.3 million soldiers to arms. Obviously 
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it is following the advice of Minister Mandel and hopes . . . that now the cannons of 

France, Great Britain and Soviet Russia begin to shoot as though of themselves. 

Chamberlain tries to explain to Hitler this mobilization as a defensive measure, but 

even the most naive must now realize that the Czechs no longer accept the French-

English plan.  

Hitler assures Chamberlain that the Wehrmacht will not march as long as the 

German-English negotiations are proceeding. And he moderates his demand for the 

handover of the Sudeten regions within four days and postpones it another five days 

to 1 October 1938.  

Beneš’ “Soviet Plan”  

After the mobilization in Czechoslovakia everyone expects war. In France that same 

night 600,000 reservists are levied. Italy drafts 300,000 soldiers, and has troops 

deployed on the border with France. Belgium mobilizes. England brings its fleet to 

war strength. The Soviet Union had already begun three months earlier to draft 

330,000 reservists and to transfer six army groups in White Russia (Belarus) and in 

Ukraine toward the west. Also Hungary and Poland had already mobilized before 

Czechoslovakia.  

Beneš meanwhile develops a new plan to avert the breakup of Czechoslovakia in the 

last hour. Already on 19 September in Moscow, he had inquiries made about how 

the Soviet Union would behave in case of a German attack against Czechoslovakia. 

After an initial evasive answer from Moscow and a further request from Prague, 

Beneš receives the desired promise of help. But the Soviets cannot reach agreement 

with either the Poles or the Romanians that their troops be allowed to march through 

one of the two countries. King Carol II of Romania comments about the wish from 

Moscow with the words:  

“I prefer to have the Germans in the country as enemies than the Russians as 

friends.”  

 

The Polish government reacts similarly. On 22 September Beneš replaces—as 

mentioned above—the anti-communist Prime Minister Hodža with General Sirovy 

who is sympathetic to the Soviet Union, and he makes contact with the Polish 

government. He offers to cede the Teschen territory to Poland, in return for which 

Warsaw must allow the Soviet troops to march through. The Polish government 

rejects this because it reckons it can soon get Teschen from German hands, even 
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without this concession. The only success of the new Beneš plan is a warning from 

the Russians to the Poles that they will dissolve the Polish-Soviet Non-Aggression 

Pact of 1932 if Poland takes part in an attack on Czechoslovakia. Warsaw will feel 

the consequences of this threat in 1939.  

The new Beneš plan therefore quickly fails, but it first torpedoes the French-British 

efforts. On 24 September hardly is General Sirovy in office as the new prime 

minister than he has the following statement transmitted to the foreign diplomats in 

Prague:  

“After our mobilization is underway, further concessions from our side are 

no longer possible. We have left the dangerous stage behind us; the military 

situation is good. Yesterday we had expected a first attack of the German 

Luftwaffe to prevent the assembling of our troops. It has not taken place. 

One must interpret the restraint in Berlin as a sign of weakness.”  

 

So is the state of things in Prague when the British Ambassador presents Hitler’s 

Godesberg conditions to the Czechoslovak government. This time the response from 

the Czechs is immediate. On 25 September Prague rejects Hitler’s new Godesberg 

demands for a prompt occupation of the Sudetenlands by the Wehrmacht as 

unacceptable. . . .  

In subsequent days Europe is on the verge of a new war. The German Wehrmacht is 

deployed with 21 army divisions. The Czech government . . . fills out the 42 divisions 

of its army with 400,000 reservists. The government of the Soviet Union withdraws 

its support of Czechoslovakia despite their mutual defense pact. Poland insists on a 

handover of the Teschen industrial region. Hungary calls for the cession of the 

“Hungarian regions” and self-determination for the Slovaks and Ruthenians. . . . The 

French call for England’s military assistance, and London observes that Paris itself 

so far has made no military preparations to rescue Czechoslovakia. Daladier and 

Chamberlain in spite of everything leave no stone unturned to restrain Hitler from 

carrying out the Sudeten Anschluss. Both threaten unequivocally to wage war 

against Germany if German troops march into the Sudetenlands. The British 

government mobilizes its fleet and notifies the Reich government of this. . . .  

Hitler insists that the Czech government accept his Godesberg demands by 28 

September. Otherwise . . . the Wehrmacht will occupy the Sudeten regions on 1 

October 1938 by force. . . . But . . . Hitler asks Chamberlain in a letter to “continue 

his good mediation work with the Czech government” and promises “that Germany 
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after the handover of the Sudeten regions will leave Czechoslovakia in peace and 

violate its independence in no way.”  

Chamberlain . . . on 27 September urgently advises President Beneš to accept the 

German demands. He adds that Czechoslovakia, even if it wins the war, will not 

afterwards be restored as it was previously. In other words, even after a won war, 

Czechoslovakia must still count on losing the Sudetenlands and perhaps even other 

parts of the country.  

The Munich Conference from 29 to 30 September 1938  

On . . . 28 September, Chamberlain informs Hitler that . . . he has had the impression 

that the German demands could be satisfied even without a war. He was willing to 

come to Berlin and to discuss the problems at issue with him and with French and 

Italian delegations. Hitler at first does not respond to this offer. . . .  

Now Mussolini butts in. It raises his prestige that the USA and England ask him to 

mediate, and he sees the chance to earn the gratitude of the Germans, the Poles and 

the Hungarians at the expense of the Czechs, Slovaks and Ruthenians. Mussolini 

offers Hitler mediation in the Sudeten crisis. . . .  

The conference of Mussolini, Daladier, Chamberlain and Hitler begins with a 

summary of the national positions of the four countries. Mussolini takes over the 

moderation. He alone speaks all the mother tongues of the four gentlemen gathered 

here. The English Premier Chamberlain requests twice in the course of the talks that 

the Czech representative be allowed into the negotiations, but Hitler refuses that. 

The same inequity as at Versailles. After some controversy back and forth Mussolini 

submits a compromise proposal, which—what neither the British nor the French 

know—was drawn up the day before by Göring, Neurath and Weizsäcker, then 

approved by Hitler and passed on to Mussolini.  

The three men . . . thereby not only dupe Daladier and Chamberlain. They also slow 

down—this is their primary intention—in his own camp [German] Foreign Minister 

von Ribbentrop who evidently would gladly prefer a Sudeten solution with violence. 

There follow hours of hard struggle. But at midnight Mussolini’s “German” proposal 

is essentially accepted. On the morning of 30 September 1938 at 0130 hours, the 

treaty is signed. The main points of this Munich Agreement, named after the 

conference venue, are as follows:  
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● The pull-out from the predominantly German-inhabited Sudeten regions 

begins on 1 October and has until 10 October 1938 to be completed.  

 ● An international committee with Czech participation determines the 

additional areas whose subsequent affiliation is to be clarified by a 

referendum.  

● An option-right for Czechs and Sudeten Germans within six months 

ensures a voluntary population exchange. Czechs from the Sudeten regions 

may, according to their own decision, emigrate to Czechoslovakia, and 

Sudeten Germans from Czechoslovakia may emigrate to the Sudeten 

regions.  

● The Czechoslovak government releases all Sudeten Germans, who so 

wish, from military and police service.  

● During the Czechs’ withdrawal no existing facilities are [to be] destroyed.  

 

This Munich Agreement of the four powers is disclosed to the Czechs by the 

Ambassadors of England and France as a verdict without possibility of appeal and 

with the urgent recommendation to accept it without delay. A German victory all 

across the board. But for the mediator Mussolini the conference is only a partial 

success. His attempt to implement also the interests of Poland and Hungary founders 

on Chamberlain’s objection. The territorial claims from Budapest and Warsaw are 

postponed for later settlement. Two additional stipulations in the Munich Agreement 

are of importance in the later course of history.  

One is in the “addendum” to the treaty and concerns the guarantees for “the new 

frontiers of Czechoslovakia.” The second is an additional paper which Chamberlain 

and Hitler alone sign. First about the addendum to the treaty. The later 

historiography relates that Germany in Munich gave a guarantee for the continued 

existence of Czechoslovakia. But that is neither in the treaty nor in this addendum 

about guarantees. It reads there:  

“Addendum to the Agreement. 

Munich, 29 September 1938  

His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the French 

Government have affiliated themselves with the above agreement on the 

basis that they stand by their offer, which is contained in §6 of the English-

French proposals of 19 September, concerning an international guarantee for 

the new borders of the Czechoslovak State against unprovoked attack.  
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As soon as the question of the Polish and Hungarian minorities in 

Czechoslovakia is settled, Germany and Italy will, for their part, give a 

guarantee to Czechoslovakia.  

Signatures” 
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Karte 14: Neue Außengrenzen der Rest-Tschechei ab dem 21. Oktober 1938  

[Map of Czechia showing its new borders after the Munich Conference; dark areas 

are the Sudeten Regions] 

In an additional statement it is agreed that a new conference of the four powers is to 

be convened in case the problem of the Polish and Hungarian minorities should not 

be resolved within three months.  

The German Reich government therefore in Munich has stated no guarantees. It has 

promised them [sc. guarantees] in case “the question of the Polish and Hungarian 

minorities in Czechoslovakia is settled.” So now it remains to be seen whether this 

case occurs. . . . The second important agreement from Munich is the paper that 

Chamberlain and Hitler sign. . . . After the conference Chamberlain asks Hitler for a 

confidential discussion under only four eyes. He offers there to put German-British 

relations on a new foundation “in the desire to never again wage war against each 

other” and to settle future disputes by way of British-German consultations. The 

offer is drafted in writing in the form of a declaration, and Chamberlain asks Hitler 

to sign this declaration together with him. Hitler signs, still grateful to Chamberlain 

for his cooperation the day before, but obviously without suspecting to what he 

thereby obligates himself. The signature and the obligation catch up with Hitler six 
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months later when, without England’s approval, he declares the rest of 

Czechoslovakia, after it has disintegrated and collapsed, to be a German protectorate.  

While the Czech government in Prague still debates whether to accept its “diktat 

from Munich,” the Polish Ambassador announces an ultimatum and demands the 

handover of the Teschen region within just twelve hours. In case of refusal . . . war 

will be declared on Czechoslovakia. The Czechs yield, and Teschen changes 

ownership. This event subsequently has serious consequences for Poland and 

Germany. Warsaw with its threat breaks the Kellogg Pact of 1928 and the Litvinov 

Protocol of 1929 and thereby on top of that causes the dissolution of the Polish-

Soviet Assistance Pact of 1932: three treaties which could have protected Poland in 

1939. For the German-Polish relationship it is of importance that the Polish 

government initially entertains the expectation that it will obtain Teschen at the 

Munich Conference with German assistance. After accomplishing this goal by 

oneself without German intervention, in Warsaw one no longer sees later any reason 

to show gratitude to the Germans for this on the Danzig question. This, on the other 

hand, is what Hitler expects from Poland.  

. . . In both countries [France and USA], one is soon convinced that the British and 

French had to accept a political defeat in Munich because they were militarily ill-

equipped. So Prime Minister Daladier is hardly back in Paris when he promises to 

the parliament to vigorously promote the rearmament of the French nation. And in 

the USA President Roosevelt, six weeks after the conference in Munich, has air 

defense programs set up which are supposed to bring the number of military aircraft 

in the US Air Force to 10,000. In addition, the Soviet Union, which, although the 

protector of Czechoslovakia, was excluded in Munich, is now also annoyed. What 

weighs heaviest for the future is that Great Britain at the Munich Conference has 

become the new protector of the rest of Czechoslovakia, a fact which has 

consequences later. So, the German Reich pays for the return of the Sudeten 

Germans the price of increasing isolation in Europe and America.  

In Paris and London, the Munich Agreement is ratified in the parliaments: in Paris 

with a full majority of 535 votes For to 75 Against. In London there are 369 votes 

For to 150 Against. Before the vote in the British House of Commons there is a 

passionate debate, which lets one surmise in which direction the German-British 

relations are headed. The speeches range from sympathy for the Sudeten Germans 

to sheer hostility against Germany, which for many a delegate is becoming 

dangerous and too powerful.  
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Delegate Raikes:  

“We should not forget that the Czechs annexed the German territories even 

before the Treaty of Versailles. Some honorable Members of this House 

deplore the short timeline before the takeover. I would remind you that the 

Czechs have let 20 years pass before allowing the Sudeten Germans to have 

rights.” 

Delegate Sir Southby:  

“We are all of the opinion that the Sudeten Germans had grounds for 

complaint, but that their complaints were taken into account only when 

Germany was strong enough to intervene in their behalf.”  

Delegate Churchill:  

“We have sustained a total and unmitigated defeat. The system of alliances 

in Central Europe upon which France has relied for her safety has been swept 

away, and I can see no means by which it can be reconstituted. The road 

down the Danube Valley to the Black Sea, the resources of corn and oil, the 

road which leads as far as Turkey, has been opened. In fact, if not in form, it 

seems to me that all those countries of Middle Europe will, one after another, 

be drawn into this vast system of power politics—not only military power 

politics but economic power politics—radiating from Berlin.”  

 

Churchill commented on the Munich agreement also on the radio where on 16 

October he says:  

“The Czechoslovak Republic was a model state, the most democratic in 

Central Europe, a country where the minorities were treated better than 

anywhere else.”  

 

. . . Chamberlain in this Lower House debate on the Munich Agreement commits a 

serious foreign policy mistake. He combines the approval of the Munich Agreement 

with a vote on a massive rearmament program. . . .  

A doubling of the defense budget and the construction of 11,000 military aircraft in 

just 15 months are signals, after all, which smell of anything other than peace. This 

must strike Hitler, who until then had never publicly indicated intentions of further 

conquest, and who with the Fleet Agreement of 1935 had voluntarily recognized and 

agreed to England’s naval supremacy, this must strike Hitler as a breach of the peace 

promise of five days before . . . Four days later, in a speech, which he gives on 9 

October in Saarbrücken, he makes no secret of his fears:  
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“The statesmen whom we face wish for—we must believe them—peace. But 

they rule in countries whose internal structure makes it possible at any time 

that they can be removed to make place for others who do not have their eyes 

so much on peace. And these others are there. It is only necessary in England 

that, instead of Chamberlain, Mr. Duff Cooper or Mr. Eden or Mr. Churchill 

come to power; we know exactly what the aim of these men is: to start 

immediately a new world war. They make no secret of this. They speak of it 

openly.” 

 

Duff Cooper, First Lord of the Admiralty, had four days earlier in protest against the 

Munich Agreement submitted his resignation, and Eden and Churchill during the 

Lower House debate on the treaty had supported the contention that England had to 

fight against Germany to make the Sudeten regions secure for Czechoslovakia. . . . 

. . . Hitler sees in Czechoslovakia, with its 42 army divisions and its 1,500-planes 

strong air force, now as before a threat in Germany’s back. Furthermore, Hitler holds 

that the western part of Czechoslovakia, Czechia, has historically belonged to the 

German Reich and therefore wants to annex it. So, with Hitler defensive thinking is 

mixed with aggressive schemes. When three weeks after the Munich Conference he 

issues to the Wehrmacht a new instruction concerning their duties in the subsequent 

period, he cites, in addition to the protection of the borders of the German Reich and 

the seizure of the Memelland just annexed from Lithuania, the “finishing off of the 

rest of Czechia.” It says in this instruction:  

“It must be possible to crush the rest of Czechia at any time if it would pursue 

at all an anti-German policy.” 

  

. . . Yet another country has Czechoslovakia on its agenda. The Polish Ambassador 

Lipski speaks on 24 October with Hitler and expresses Poland’s interest in allocating 

Carpatho-Ukraine to Hungary. Lipski mentions on the occasion that his government 

has for some time been trying to incite Hungary to the conquest of Carpatho-

Ukraine.  

. . . About half of the approximately 700,000 Czechs in the Sudetenlands opt, 

according to the right granted them in Munich, for Czechoslovakia and resettle there. 

The other half—about 350,000 Czechs—remain with the Sudetens, and later are 

exposed to no persecution on that account. The choice of Czechoslovakia was a 

difficult move for those concerned, even if the majority of these people had 

immigrated into the Sudetenlands after 1919. Despite the allowed six-month period, 
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and despite the right to bring all one’s property with one, many Czechs left their 

homes in great haste and while abandoning many a possession. Nevertheless there 

was no expulsion. This exodus, as bad as it was for those affected, is not a precursor 

to the expulsion of the Sudeten Germans by the Czechs in 1945, when approximately 

272,900 people through murder and manslaughter and in other ways lost their lives. 

. . .  

The Vienna Arbitration Award of 2 November 1938 

After the Munich Conference the problem of Polish and Hungarian minorities 

remains at first open, for whose solution the four powers have left themselves a 

period of three months.  

On 1 October the German troops begin to occupy the Sudetenland granted to 

Germany. On the same day the Poles march into the Teschen area, not yet at the time 

allocated to them. On 14 October one third of the German “invasion troops” are 

withdrawn. Alongside these quickly produced events, a fierce struggle goes on over 

the two remaining minority issues. The Warsaw government tries to implement its 

other interests in Czechoslovakia with the help of German leverage and with 

Hungarian, Romanian and Slovakian assistance. The government in Budapest, on 

the other hand, negotiates with the responsible government in Prague. First, 

Hungary:  

At the beginning of October 1938 two delegations from Prague and Budapest meet 

to supervise the minority rights of the Hungarians and to arrange a new border. After 

almost two weeks the negotiations end inconclusively. The Italian head-of-state 

Mussolini, who now as before feels himself to be the patron of Hungary and who 

does not want to see his influence diminish, now urges the German Reich 

government to intervene and help. . . . The governments in Budapest and Prague 

thereupon declare on 30 October that they are prepared in advance to accept a 

decision by arbitration, which Germany and Italy will render on the dispute between 

the two countries.  

. . . On 2 November 1938 a German-Italian Arbitration Commission meets in 

Vienna. Hungarians, Czechs and Slovaks present their positions, and the arbitration 

court makes a decision. A strip of land running from west to east in the southern 

region of Slovakia with a corner in Carpatho-Ukraine is allocated to Hungary. 

Thereby 746,000 Hungarians come home to their motherland. But also 75,000 

Slovaks, against their will, are made Hungarian nationals.  
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With the Vienna Arbitration Award only one minority issue is resolved. The second 

. . . remains unresolved. The state of Poland, immediately after the Anschluss of the 

Teschen region, makes a series of new demands for “Polish” regions. But what is at 

issue in this is, besides a strip of border territory, above all areas with coal and 

chemical industries. The Polish territorial claims, which obviously are aimed more 

at foreign mineral resources than at their own minorities, are not dealt with at the 

Vienna Arbitration Court. They are settled the day thereafter informally in favor of 

Poland by the Czech government in an exchange of notes between the Czech Foreign 

Minister and the Polish Ambassador in Prague. 

Die Landverluste der
Tschechoslowakei

        durch

Münchener Abkommen
Wiener Schiedsspruch

Tschechoslowakei
Slowakei

Karpato-
Ukraine

Karte 15: Die Landverluste der Tschechoslowakei nach dem Wiener Schiedsspruch  

[Maps showing Czechoslovakia’s land losses as a result of the Munich Conference 

and the Vienna Arbitration Award] 

. . . Throughout all of October 1938 Poland attempts to accelerate the disintegration 

of Czechoslovakia with Germany’s help, to inherit Slovakia with parts of its industry 

and mineral wealth, and to shuffle off Carpatho-Ukraine onto Hungary. Poland 

wants the latter in order that, in a war with Russia, it may have Hungary’s support 

at its own back door. For the Poles, the Czechs and Slovaks are not partners but, in 

the event of a confrontation with the Soviets, the allies of a potential adversary and 

indeed in their own back.  

On 24 October, at one of the talks, which the Polish Ambassador Lipski has for this 

purpose with Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop in Berlin, the latter raises a new 



37 

 

theme. Von Ribbentrop reveals to Lipski that Hitler in a foreseeable time wishes the 

reintegration of Danzig into the German Reich. That at that time could have been 

just a trade, Danzig for a piece of Czechoslovakia. But the Vienna Arbitration Award 

leaves out the wishes of Poland. Here a chance is missed, in the course of a “trade,” 

to settle the object of dispute, Danzig, which a year later unleashes the war. From 24 

October 1938 on, the theme of Danzig is on the table for Berlin and Warsaw. 

The “Reich’s Kristallnacht” on 9 November 1938  

In this already very tense situation in Europe there occurs a drama that will remain 

for Germany a permanent scar and have serious consequences. The event belongs to 

this part of the pre-war history because it is a lasting burden on English-American-

German relations.  

Coinciding with the persecution of German Jews, there is prevalent also in Poland a 

strong anti-Semitism. While in the years from 1933 to 1938 170,000 German Jews 

leave their own country and seek abroad a haven from persecution, 557,000 Polish 

Jews stream from the east toward the west in order to escape in Germany or other 

western countries from persecution in Poland. The Reich’s government tries to 

deport thousands of the poor refugees back to Poland, but there they have meanwhile 

been expatriated, and now are no longer allowed in their country. An 18-year-old 

Jew named Grynszpan wants through a spectacular act to steer the attention of the 

world to the terrible fate of his fellow-believers. In order to do this, in the German 

Embassy in Paris he shoots a likewise still young German diplomat, the Legation 

Secretary vom Rath, and is then arrested. And this is after the murder by a Jew of 

the German Wilhelm Gustloff, the leader of the Germans abroad in Switzerland;* so 

it is the second attack of this kind. The murder of Ernst vom Rath unleashes in the 

German Reich a fire of indignation. On the day after Grynszpan’s act hundreds of 

synagogues are burned in Germany. According to various extant reports, of the 

approximately 1420 synagogues in Germany between 177 and 267 were set on fire 

or demolished in November 1938. Jewish shops are destroyed, even homes are 

looted. The night of this shameful pogrom of 9-10 November 1938 retains the 

macabre name “Reich’s Kristallnacht.” Shortly after this terrible event other anti-

Jewish laws are adopted in the German Reich.  

. . . US President Roosevelt summons the Ambassador of the United States from 

Berlin. The Reich government responds with the recall of its man from Washington. 

                                           
* Wilhelm Gustloff was the leader of the Swiss National Socialist Party and was killed in 1936.  
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With this the thread between Berlin and Washington is cut. . . . He proposes to 

Congress a new procedure which results in the replacement of the existing “cash and 

carry” system for the delivery of weapons of war to England and France with a “lend 

and lease” system. . . One of the later consequences of this change in the USA is the 

hardening of the fronts in the battle over Danzig in the summer of 1939. The 

governments in Warsaw, London and Paris quickly learn from Roosevelt’s political 

entourage that the US President wants to put an end to the reign of Hitler and the 

NSDAP in the German Reich and for this reason to wage war with Germany. So the 

US Ambassador in Paris, William Bullitt, during a stay in Washington declares to 

his Polish colleague there, Count Potocki, on 19 November 1938 just a few days 

after “Reich’s Kristallnacht”:  

“Only violence, and finally a war, can in the future put an end to Germany’s 

insane expansion.”  

 

Potocki, who on 21 November reports this promptly to Warsaw, also announces that 

Bullitt, to his question about whether America will participate in a war against 

Germany, answered:  

“Without a doubt, yes, but only if England and France strike first. The 

sentiment in the United States against Nazism and Hitlerism is so aroused 

that already today among Americans a psychosis prevails similar to that 

before America’s declaration of war on Germany in 1917.”  

 

With such a declaration behind them, the Poles and the English and the French who 

support them have a good prospect that, with America’s military assistance, a war 

over Danzig will lead to the defeat of Germany: one more reason in 1939 not to yield 

the slightest bit on the Danzig issue. . . .  

The Mistake with the “Free Hand in the East” 

The Munich Agreement, the German-British Friendship and Consultation 

Agreement of 30 September, the Arbitration Award of Vienna, the “Reich’s 

Kristallnacht” and the still open French-Italian differences lead in the months 

thereafter to a back and forth struggle in Europe, in which there are no clear fronts.  

. . . In France itself, there are some trade unions and the Communist Party which on 

instructions from Moscow undertake to impede the visit of Foreign Minister von 

Ribbentrop to Paris and the signing of a German-French non-aggression pact. 
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Despite all the efforts against it the two Foreign Ministers von Ribbentrop and 

Bonnet nevertheless sign on 6 December 1938 in Paris a treaty that states: 

● that both countries have no more territorial issues open,  

● that they mutually solemnly recognize their present borders and 

● that in the future they will discuss all bilateral issues with each other if the 

future development of these issues should lead to international difficulties.  

 

. . . Of particular interest is the exchange of views on the French military treaties 

with the states of Eastern Europe behind Germany’s back. Von Ribbentrop 

designates France’s treaty system as an “annoying relic of French Encirclement 

Policy.” He hears [or thinks he hears] from Bonnet’s replies that France expects from 

Germany a moderating influence on Italy’s territorial claims, and that in exchange it 

will let Germany have a “free hand in Eastern Europe.” . . . That the French Foreign 

Minister Bonnet and his Ambassador Coulondre in Berlin see this on November 

1938 and want to let Germany have a free hand in the East may also be gathered 

from the memoirs of the then French Ambassador in Warsaw, Noel. Noel describes 

how Bonnet at the time is about to dissolve the French assistance pacts with Poland 

and the Soviet Union. This is a fairly sure indication that France during a short period 

really wants to let Germany have a free hand in Eastern Europe. But already in 

January 1939, during a visit of the German Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop in 

Warsaw in an attempt to solve the Danzig issue through negotiations, France 

interferes again. . . Promises of a “free hand” are at the time not uncommon. In the 

same year 1938, for example, Italy and England conclude such an agreement. 

England therein gives Italy a “free hand” in Abyssinia and in regard to Spain, and in 

return assures itself of freedom of action in Central Europe. In 1935 France and Italy 

had also granted themselves, in the secret Supplementary Agreement to the Roman 

Treaties, a “free hand” for certain stipulated interests of theirs.  

It also cannot be ruled out that von Ribbentrop was not mistaken, and that France’s 

minister and diplomats first indicated the “free hand,” and then denied it. . . .  

Besides, the months before the breakup of Czechoslovakia and the invasion of the 

rest of Czechia are marked by the following: England’s press crusades against the 

Munich Agreement, and Winston Churchill is tireless in drumming against the 

German Reich. Accordingly, the German press reacts by becoming increasingly anti-

English. In December 1938 and in the January thereafter rumors, moreover, circulate 

in England; no one knows where they come from. It is said that Germany wants to 

conquer Holland and Switzerland, occupy the oil fields in Romania, bombard 
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London and other things of this sort. Thus, public opinion in England is put in the 

right mood before anybody in Germany has reason to consider such things. Beyond 

that, in Germany, France, England, in the USA, in the Soviet Union and in 

Czechoslovakia the race to rearm speeds up.  

The Breakup of Czechoslovakia  

The separation of the German-speaking population from the state of the Czechs and 

Slovaks after the Munich Conference does not solve the problem that this country 

has since its founding. The Slovaks, Hungarians, Poles and Ruthenians (Ukrainians) 

in 1919 in the Pittsburgh Agreement and in the Minority Agreement of Saint-

Germain have been promised rights, which they now—like the Sudeten Germans—

finally want to have.  

. . . After the separation of the Sudetenlands, the Anschluss of the Teschen region by 

Poland, the Vienna Arbitration Award, and the reintegration of Hungarians into their 

mother country, there belong to the rest of Czechoslovakia only six and a half million 

Czechs, two million Slovaks, and nearly half a million Ruthenians and small 

minorities. . . . On 4 October 1938 the Ruthenians decide to set up their own state 

parliaments and on the 9th the Slovaks do the same, and thus they decide to design 

themselves their role in the new federal state. In Pressburg a provisional state 

parliament and an interim state government are formed for Slovakia, and in Užgorod 

such a state parliament and such a state government are likewise formed for 

Carpatho-Ukraine. A Dr. Monsignor Tiso leads the provisional state government for 

Slovakia; a spiritual man likewise, Monsignor Dr. Voloshyn, leads the government 

for Carpatho-Ukraine. As the two Presidents of the new “federal states” hold the first 

parliamentary elections, however, difficulties set in.  

In the election of the Ruthenians on 2 February 1939 92% of voters confirm 

Voloshyn in his office and approve the internal autonomy demanded by him for 

Carpatho-Ukraine. Three weeks later, on 23 February, the election turns out a vote 

of 98% for Tiso and an even more decisive vote for autonomy. Now [Czech 

President] Dr. Hácha and the Czech ministers of his cabinet fear that the rest of the 

Republic could break up into its parts. On 6 March, therefore, Hácha has Czech 

troops under General Prchala invade Carpatho-Ukraine and, without asking the new 

Ruthenian parliament, appoints the general as the local Interior, Finance and 

Transport Minister. President Voloshyn is thereby disempowered as head of 

government of Carpatho-Ukraine when he has barely been able to form his first 

Ruthenian National Cabinet.  
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It does not go any better with Slovakia. On 10 March Hácha dismisses Monsignor 

Tiso as Minister for Slovak Affairs of the still communal national government of 

Czechoslovakia, and with him three more Slovak ministers. Thereby the domination 

of the Czechs over the Slovaks, Ruthenians and the minorities in the whole state is 

restored. On 10 March Dr. Hácha, moreover, also dissolves the newly elected 

parliament of the Slovaks. He has Pressburg occupied by the Czech military, 

replaces the Slovak militias with Czech police, suspends the postal and railway 

connections to the German Reich, and arrests as separatists a few well-known 

members of the local parliament. Dr. Hácha caps off the disempowerment of Slovaks 

with this: he forces on Slovakia a new state government under the former Education 

Minister Sivák. But Sivák does not accept the office, and Hácha, after a few days of 

chaos, must ask Monsignor Tiso to take over the government of Slovakia again. Tiso 

is now no longer willing in any way to seek common ground with the Czechs in 

general and with the Prague government in particular, and to keep Czechoslovakia 

alive.  

Even among the small German minority which yet remains in the country there are 

rumblings. With the separation of Sudeten regions not only have 350,000 Czechs 

been allocated against their will to the German Reich. There are also 175,000 

Germans in the language-islands within Czechoslovakia, who had to stay in this state 

which remains alien to them. The Sudeten Germans—disappointed that they have 

not come “home to the Reich”—no longer cooperate with the Czechs. And the latter 

in turn see in the Germans an enemy in their own country. Thousands of Sudeten 

Germans lose their jobs. Czechoslovakia grants them and their families initially no 

unemployment benefits, which elsewhere are customary in the country. So, for many 

of the Germans remaining in Czechoslovakia there comes, on top of isolation, 

economic distress. . . .  

On top of the internal turmoil in the rest of Czechoslovakia there comes further 

pressure from the outside. The Poles stand by their, from their point of view, still 

open territorial claims. On 17 October Warsaw claims a 5 × 20 kilometers wide 

border area southwest of Zakopane. Then it puts out feelers into Germany and 

Romania in order, with Berlin’s and Bucharest’s help, to obtain a secession of 

Carpatho-Ukraine and its attachment to Hungary. On 22 October Warsaw demands 

four more, if only small, border adjustments in the Tatra. Then the Polish 

government starts the admittedly futile attempt to move Slovakia to declare its 

independence. By 30 October a list of Polish claims on Czechoslovakia includes, in 

addition to the above-mentioned border-shifts, the region of Hrosow with coal mines 
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and chemical factories, a not yet exploited mining field at Heřmanice, the mine 

Ludwigsschacht at Petrwald as well as the road and rail-route from Cerny to 

Zwardon at the Jablunka-Pass, and the road at Lubkov into the East Beskids 

(Ostbeskiden). The Slovak regional government, which is apparently no longer sure 

that the central government in Prague can protect it from the Polish territorial claims, 

on 31 October turns to the German Reich government and asks it to protect Slovakia 

from the pretended claims of Poland. On 4 March 1939 the Polish government 

deploys troops at the border. On 12 March there are now two full divisions in and 

before the Teschen region. On the 13th more troops march from Poland to the border 

of Carpatho-Ukraine. Furthermore, the Polish government urges the Romanian 

government to seize the railway lines and the Romanian villages in Carpatho-

Ukraine.  

Also the Hungarian government, despite its territorial gains in the Vienna Arbitration 

Award, makes further demands. . . . From approximately 11 March Hungary has 

troops deploy at the borders to Eastern Slovakia and to Carpatho-Ukraine. On 13 

March in all of Hungary reservists are summoned, and a Hungarian broadcaster 

announces that Hungarian troops will be marching on 15 March “in order to liberate 

their Ruthenian brothers.” On 14 March—two days before the German invasion of 

the rest of Czechia—there is at Munkács the first border skirmish, in which 

Hungarian troops overrun and occupy a village on the Czechoslovak side.  

Also there is no love lost between the Romanians and their neighbors. On 13 March 

the Romanian Foreign Minister Gafencu informs the German Ambassador in 

Bucharest that  

“Romania is not interested in the continued existence of Czechia or Slovakia, 

and that it feels itself no longer bound to Prague.”  

 

Hitler knows of the ambitions of Poland and Hungary, and so decides to take 

advantage of the collapse of the unpopular neighboring country and to preempt 

thereby the other interested parties. On 12 March 1939 he indicates to Colonel 

General Keitel that the assigned army and Luftwaffe units have to be ready to invade 

Czechia on 15 March at 6 o’clock in the morning. . . .  

The pressure from the outside accelerates the disintegration on the inside. On 13 

March, Slovak Prime Minister Tiso, on an invitation, travels to Berlin in order to 

find out how the German Reich government would behave in the event of a 

declaration of independence by Slovakia. Hitler declares that Germany is not 
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interested in the possession of this country, because it—unlike Czechia—never 

belonged to the German Reich. But Hitler asks Tiso, with a hint at the deployment 

of troops by the Hungarian army, whether Slovakia wants now to be independent or 

to return to Hungary.  

“You see,” says Hitler, “how things stand. I have no designs on Slovakia. It 

has never belonged to Germany, and I will not deploy a single German 

soldier for it unless it beseech me to guarantee its borders. But then Slovakia 

must also quite clearly say whether it wants that or not.” 

 

Tiso ends the conversation with gratitude, but without an answer. He flies on the 

same day back to Pressburg and meets the next day with his regional parliament, 

which he had convened for this purpose even before the trip to Berlin. Tiso’s speech 

there is short and clear: 

“Since the Prague government with the violence of 10 March has violated 

our autonomy, I dissolve all the ties which up to now have existed between 

us. By the power of the peoples’ right to self-determination, I hereby declare 

the independence of Slovakia. Let those who approve of my decision stand 

up!” 

 

The reaction is unambiguous. All delegates rise up from their seats and sing the 

Slovak national anthem. Immediately after this for Slovakia historic meeting 

President Tiso sends the German Reich Aviation Minister Göring a telegram in 

which he writes:  

“I ask you to bring the following to the attention of the Führer and Reich 

Chancellor. In strong confidence in you, the Führer and Reich Chancellor of 

the Great German Reich, the Slovak State puts itself under your protection. 

The Slovak State asks you to undertake this protection.  

Tiso” 

Hitler’s reply follows on the same day: 

“I acknowledge the receipt of your telegram and hereby undertake the 

protection of the Slovak State. 

Adolf Hitler”  

 

A similar request for protection by the Ruthenians, likewise on 14 March, will 

become a foreign policy disaster for Monsignor Voloshyn. Hitler ignores it. He 

rather instructs Hungary’s Head of State Horthy about the declaration of 
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independence by Carpatho-Ukraine and informs the Budapest government that it has 

a “free hand” in Carpatho-Ukraine. On 18 March 1939 Hungary takes over this small 

country that belongs to it only historically, but not according to the national 

traditions of the Ruthenians. Thus, by 14 March, the only 20 years old 

Czechoslovakia has ended its existence as a multi-ethnic state.  

Hitler’s reaction to the Ruthenians fits in poorly with the customary theory of many 

historians that the dictator from the beginning of his career had in mind, as a fixed 

plan, the conquest of an Eastern Reich in Ukraine as the so-called “Lebensraum in 

the East.” Hitler would have been able, with an independent Carpatho-Ukraine under 

German patronage, to form the foundation for a whole Ukraine detached from 

Poland and Russia and associated with Germany. Hitler knows of the hatred of the 

approximately six million Ukrainians for the Poles, to whose state since 1920 they, 

against their will, have had to belong, and he knows the aspirations for independence 

of the eastern Ukrainians in the Soviet Union. Instead of leaving Carpatho-Ukraine 

and the Ruthenians to the Hungarians, Hitler could have accepted Monsignor 

Voloshyn’s petition and have incorporated the first piece of Ukraine into the territory 

under German control as a protectorate. He did not do that. Why? Hitler’s disinterest 

in Carpatho-Ukraine in March 1939 one can well evaluate as a sign that at that time 

he still has no fully developed plans to gain control of the countries which for so 

long have been masters of the two largest parts of Ukraine: Poland and the Soviet 

Union. Hitler in March 1939 apparently still does not plan to attack Poland.  

On 14 March 1939 Czechoslovakia has ceased to exist. . . . With Czechoslovakia 

shatters the first of the three multi-ethnic states created by the victorious powers of 

World War II. The Czechs, and soon thereafter the Poles and later the Serbs, fail as 

the leading ethnic groups of these new artificial structures because they show 

themselves as the oppressors and not as partners of the ethnic minorities entrusted 

to them. . . .  

Czechia Becomes a Protectorate  

On 13 March 1939, when the Slovak President Tiso travels to Hitler, the British 

Ambassador Henderson in Berlin contacts Secretary von Weizsäcker at the Foreign 

Office. He wants to know what Germany’s, that is, Hitler’s, intentions are for the 

future course of things. Von Weizsäcker, who knows Hitler’s invasion plans, hedges 

and only says: “Whatever is done will be done in a proper manner.” Henderson, who 

has to stand up for Great Britain’s right to help shape the future of Czechoslovakia, 
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warns von Weizsäcker urgently of England’s intervention in the event that the 

Munich Agreement should be violated. . . .  

Whether under pressure from the British Ambassador Henderson in Berlin or on his 

own, on 14 March now a third person turns to the German Chancellor, Dr. Hácha, 

the former President of Czechoslovakia and for that day only President of the 

Czechs. He asks for an appointment as fast as possible; one is immediately offered 

to him. So on the afternoon of the 14th Dr. Hácha travels from Prague to Berlin by 

train, accompanied by his Foreign Minister Chvalkowsky and his daughter. . . . In 

the preliminary talk, which the Czech President, still in the hotel, conducts with the 

German Foreign Minister, Dr. Hácha tells von Ribbentrop that he has come “to lay 

the fate of Czechia in the hands of the Führer.”. . . Von Ribbentrop tells Hitler of 

Hácha’s comment about the fate of the Czechs, which is supposed to be laid in the 

hands of the “Führer.” He instructs the minister to draw up immediately a German-

Czech agreement for this purpose.  

When Dr. Hácha meets Hitler, it is now 1:15 in the morning; for the old President 

with the bad heart it is a terrible strain. Hácha cannot have been completely 

unprepared for what lies ahead for him. Already at the reception at the station the 

Czechoslovak Ambassador had informed him that German troops had even then 

penetrated into Moravia-Ostrava on Czech territory. Besides, the German units 

which are assigned to the occupation are already on their march to the border while 

Dr. Hácha and Hitler meet face to face. Hitler had already two days ago set the 

invasion of the German troops for early this morning at 6 o’clock.  

President Hácha goes up to Hitler with outstretched arms and opens the conversation 

with a barrage of pleasantries:  

“Your Excellency, you do not know how I admire you. I have read all your 

works, and I have made it possible that I have been able to hear almost all 

your speeches.” 

 

That certainly can have been true, for Hácha speaks fluent German. . . . After he first 

declares that he now “sheds no tears” over the independence of the Slovaks, he 

comes to the German-Czech relationship: 

“For centuries, our peoples have lived side by side, and for the Czechs it has 

never gone as well as when they lived in an amicable arrangement with the 

Germans. Therefore I have asked for an interview, for I want to remove the 

misunderstandings that may have arisen between our two countries. I lay the 
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fate of my people in your hands with the conviction that I could lay it in no 

better ones.”  

 

Hitler replies at first amicably, but then he begins to list how the old Czechoslovakia 

has ruined the German-Czech relations. In the reoccupation of the German 

Rhineland in 1936, the Prague government offered Paris, in the event of a German-

French war, to fall on Germany’s back with its army. . . . Even after the Munich 

Conference six months ago and after the secession of Sudeten regions nothing has 

changed in the old spirit of enmity. The Czech army only plans revenge.  

“So,” says Hitler, “with me the die is cast since last Sunday.... I have given 

the Wehrmacht the command to move into the rest of Czecho-Slovakia and 

to incorporate it into the German Reich.... Now there are only two 

possibilities: either the Czech army offers no resistance to the advance of the 

German troops. In this case, your people still have good prospects for the 

future. I will grant it an autonomy which goes far beyond all what it could 

have dreamed of in the time of Austria. Or its troops will put up resistance. 

In that case they will be destroyed with all the means at my disposal.” 

 

The negotiation between Hitler and Hácha proceeds no further. The “Führer” urges 

the Czech President immediately to telephone his Defense Minister Syrový in 

Prague, and to order him to ask his troops and the population not to offer any 

resistance. The Supreme Commander of the Luftwaffe, General Field Marshal 

Göring, who is present, goes on and threatens otherwise to bombard Prague the next 

morning. Dr. Hácha with a heavy heart gives in to the extortion and, as required, 

instructs Syrový to prevent any resistance by the Czech army. After that is clear, also 

on the German side an order not to shoot is issued to the parts of the Wehrmacht 

which are supposed to cross the border at 6 o’clock. . . .Wild versions of this 

nocturnal discussion circulate throughout historical writings. . . .  

In the morning at 3:55 Hitler and Dr. Hácha proceed to sign the declaration which 

Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop after his first conversation with Hácha the previous 

evening had drawn up at the behest of Hitler:  

“On both sides concordantly the conviction has been expressed that the goal 

of all efforts must be to secure calm, order and peace in this part of Central 

Europe. 

The Czechoslovak President has declared that in order to serve this objective 

and to achieve a final establishment of peace, he lays the fate of the Czech 
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people and country confidently into the hands of the Führer of the German 

Reich. The Führer has accepted this declaration and expressed his decision 

that he will take the Czech people under protection and will ensure it an 

autonomous development of its national life in keeping with its character.” 

 

The implementation of this extorted accord amazingly goes off without a hitch in 

Czechia. The Wehrmacht occupies by evening the areas of Bohemia and Moravia. 

On the same day Hitler appears in the Hradčany and lets Dr. Hácha introduce to him 

the members of the Czech government and the heads of the administration. Hácha 

remains head of the government until 1945. Former German Foreign Minister von 

Neurath is his supervisor as “Reich’s Protector” and Hitler’s personal representative. 

Von Neurath receives the powers which until 20 years previously a Habsburg Crown 

Governor possessed in the subject countries. The German Reich government takes 

over under its control the spheres of foreign affairs, finance, economy and defense. 

Hácha’s Czech government, with authority over internal affairs, culture and other 

ministries, has then only [to that extent] the permission to form an autonomous life 

in the interior. The police remain thereafter Czech. However, the German Gestapo 

also sets up its own control and force regime in the country. The army of 150,000 

men is reduced to 7,000. The Czechs are no longer drafted for military service, so 

that later in this regard they survive the Second World War unscathed. The dismissed 

Czech officers, on Hitler’s instructions, receive pensions, whereby the moral defeat 

which they have suffered becomes at least materially bearable. Vast quantities of 

military material and a highly productive arms industry are now additionally made 

available for the further buildup of the German Wehrmacht. . . .   

On the day of the German invasion into Czechia the Hungarians also occupy a part 

of the disintegrating Czechoslovakia, Carpatho-Ukraine. But, unlike the Czechs with 

the Germans, the Ruthenians put up military resistance to the Hungarians. Unlike 

the case of the protectorate, here there is no treaty and no consent by the Ruthenians, 

not even one extorted under pressure. And Carpatho-Ukraine afterward, in contrast 

to Czechia in the Reich, obtains no autonomous status. Nevertheless, France, Great 

Britain, the USA and the Soviet Union react not to the Anschluss by the Hungarians. 

The protest of the four named countries is directed in these days solely against the 

action of the German Reich government.  
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The Guarantee That Never Was  

. . . The French designate the occupation of the rest of Czechia, right from the start, 

as a violation of the Munich Agreement. Historiography has adopted this view of 

things. Up to now German secondary students have had to learn it so. In the school 

history book Our History Volume 4 from Diesterweg, for example, it is stated about 

the Czechia occupation: “He (Hitler) had... broken the treaty solemnly signed in 

Munich.” The further allegation which has found entry into the historiography is that 

Hitler . . . also violated the guarantee, given in Munich, for the new frontiers of 

Czechoslovakia. Whoever reads the treaty and the addendum to the guarantee will 

quickly ascertain that this is not true.  

The Munich Agreement, in its eight articles, actually only governs the “conditions 

and modalities” of the cession of the Sudeten regions, namely, dates and zones for 

the phased German occupation, a referendum, the formation of an international 

committee for the finalization of the borders, the right of option for the affected 

region-residents and the dismissal of the Sudeten Germans from the police and 

military of Czechoslovakia. Germany with its illegal occupation of Czechoslovakia 

has not violated these eight articles—all of them for the benefit of Germans—and 

therefore it has not broken the agreement.  

Also Germany has not violated a guarantee since there was no guarantee. As a 

condition for the guarantee for the new boundaries, the “Addendum to the Munich 

Agreement” stipulates . . .  the prior settlement of the Hungarian and Polish minority 

question. . . .  [The settlement took place.] Now Germany, just as England, France 

and Italy, was obliged to undertake the guarantee of the existence and the borders of 

Czechoslovakia, announced in Munich. But that does not happen. None of the four 

signatories of the Munich Agreement expresses the guarantee. Failure to do that is 

the legitimate accusation which can be leveled against Berlin as well as Rome, Paris 

and London, not a breach of the guarantee. . . . The usefulness of a guarantee for the 

new borders of Czechoslovakia, in late 1938 and early 1939, is anyway debatable. 

None of the nations, which have signed the Treaty of Munich, will in the period 

thereafter stand by their proclamation of a guarantee, and really give a guarantee for 

the inviolability of the borders. They all initially urge one another [to do so]. After 

the Vienna Arbitration Award in November 1938 the government in Paris asks that 

in London, together with it, to guarantee as final the new frontiers around the 

Hungarian territories in the downsized Czechoslovakia. On 14 November British 

Prime Minister Chamberlain rejects the proposal of the French. Then the French 
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government also refrains from such a guarantee. From 11 to 14 January 1939 

Chamberlain is in Rome to swap ideas with his colleague Mussolini about the hot 

spots in Europe. There Chamberlain and Mussolini are agreed that the situation in 

Czechoslovakia is currently too unstable to effectively implement the English and 

Italian guarantee, as it was proclaimed in Munich. . . . The British government with 

a note of 8 February 1939 asks in Berlin whether the German Reich government 

does not finally wish to deliver the prospective guarantee for the new borders of 

Czechoslovakia.  

But to the German government the current conditions within Czechoslovakia seem 

so fragile that it does not want to cement together from the outside a state that is 

already crumbling from within. Four days after receipt of the English-French request 

for the pending German guarantee, the Slovak politician Professor Tuka travels to 

Berlin. Tuka is the man who has just served eight and a half years of “hard time” 

because in 1929 he had demanded the internal autonomy of Slovakia. . . . On 12 

February 1939 Adolf Hitler receives Vojtěch Tuka, and the latter speaks plainly. He 

contends that “for the Slovaks any further living together with the Czechs has now 

become emotionally and economically impossible,” and he declares that he and his 

fellow fighters are now determined to create an independent Slovakia. On 28 

February, two weeks after the Tuka audience, the Reich government gives to the 

governments in London and Paris a response to their questions of 8 February in 

regard to the still pending guarantee. . . . [It] reminds them that international 

guarantees at this time could encourage the government of Czechoslovakia to 

manage the internal problems of its land with a harder hand. The next fortnight 

shows that this hunch is not off the mark. On 6 March the central government in 

Prague installs General Prchala a second time as Interior Minister in Carpatho-

Ukraine, where, as a general and Chief of the Interior Ministry, he is master of the 

military and the police. Thus, the Ruthenian Prime Minister Voloshyn is ousted. In 

addition, the central government in Prague again on 10 March dissolves the newly 

elected parliament of the Slovaks. So it is not surprising that the above-mentioned 

note of the German Reich government from 28 February ends with the following 

sentence: 

“The German Reich Government therefore believes that it is necessary first 

to await a clarification of the internal national development of 

Czechoslovakia and the then resulting improvements in the relations of this 

country to neighboring states, before it is time to make any further 

statement.”  
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The Reich government therefore, for the time being, rejects a German guarantee for 

the existence and boundaries of the disintegrating Czechoslovakia. Viewed in a clear 

light, none of the four governments represented in Munich has given a guarantee. 

The French and the British probably wanted [to do] it and then never did it. . . . That 

is why Chamberlain on the day of the German invasion into the rest of 

Czechoslovakia, before the Lower House in London, also speaks of Czechoslovakia 

as of a country whose borders England “intended to guarantee.” None of the four 

Munich powers ever guaranteed the new borders of Czechoslovakia, nor did 

Germany.  

The Cause of the Second World War  

With the Anschluss of the rest of Czechia and its transformation into the 

“Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia,” Hitler has achieved another bloodless 

victory and land acquisition. But this is for the first time a gain outside of the hitherto 

generally accepted [criterion for] legitimacy: to bring back “home to the Reich” 

German population groups. Hitler tries to give the appearance of legitimacy to the 

Anschluss with the Protectorate Treaty signed by Dr. Hácha. The treaty is binding 

for the purposes of international law but, since extorted, it lacks moral bindingness, 

just like the previously extorted Treaty of Versailles.  

Despite the collapse of the fabric of the State of Czechoslovakia, the Anschluss of 

the rest of Czechia and Carpatho-Ukraine is a crime against the right of the Czechs 

and the Ruthenians to live, respectively, in their own country according to their own 

self-rule. . . . This injustice might have been in the spring of 1939 a reason for 

England, France, the USA and the Soviet Union to declare war on the Germans and 

the Hungarians for the liberation of the Czechs and Ruthenians. But that did not 

happen.  

Hitler, with the occupation of Czechia, also broke his often given word. He had in 

the time before that on several occasions solemnly and openly proclaimed: “I want 

no Czechs at all” or “Germany, after the transfer of the Sudeten regions, will leave 

Czechoslovakia alone” and similar things with the same sense. After the conference 

in Munich, he had given his word to Chamberlain that in the future in such matters 

he would renounce going it alone. . . .   

Hitler . . . takes the position that the request of the Slovaks for a German protectorate 

is an exclusively German-Slovak matter and that the annexation of Carpatho-



51 

 

Ukraine is an exclusively Hungarian one. In order to justify the occupation of 

Czechoslovakia, Hitler thereafter cites the instability that this left-over entity would 

have brought into the region. But this argument is a pretense. For his real reasons 

you have to keep in mind the following:  

First, Hitler who grew up in Habsburg does not perceive the Czechs and Czechia as 

totally independent. For him they are for some thousand years—up until the last 20 

years—part of the German Reich and were separated from it only by the malice of 

Versailles. Hitler thinks and acts in this matter as is quite normal at the time. The 

Czechs and Poland, for example, in 1918 achieve with exactly the same argument in 

Saint-Germain and Versailles that a number of areas, on account of their historic 

allegiances, are allocated to their new states, although the “allocated” populations 

are neither Czechs nor Poles and obviously do not want to become so. Hitler 

expresses this thought six weeks after the Anschluss in a Reichstag speech, when he 

stresses that the Great German Reich, even with Czechia, consists only of those areas 

which have belonged to it since ancient times.  

Secondly, Hitler apparently harbors a feeling of revenge toward the Czechs. He has 

never forgotten how they, as “lead-nation”, have dealt with the Sudeten Germans in 

their country. . . .  

The third reason is directly interconnected with the safety of the Reich. Hitler knows 

the danger which Czechoslovakia up to then poses to Germany. He has not forgotten 

the talks of the Czechs and the French in 1936, in which Prague offered Paris military 

help against Germany’s “back.” He has knowledge of the briefing visits of Soviet 

Air Force officers to airports in Czechoslovakia. And he also repeatedly cites the 

French Aviation Minister Cot, who just the previous year in an interview expressed:  

“That joint attacks by the French and Czech Air Forces could very quickly 

destroy all of the German production sites.”  

 

From Cot also stems the slogan about Czechoslovakia as an aircraft carrier against 

Germany. Hitler wants to eliminate for all the future the danger in Germany’s back. 

To do this it is enough for him then to make Czechia into a protectorate and to reduce 

it to 7,000 troops.  

The fourth and probably the strongest motive is closely linked to the latter. Hitler . . 

. urges the return of the colonies annexed by England and France in 1918 or a 

substitute for them in Eastern Europe. He sees as a consequence a new war with the 

named world-power states as very likely. . . . Hitler . . . designates Czechoslovakia 
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in this context as a “springboard for the Red Army and a landing strip for its Air 

Force.” Whether Hitler’s fears now concern Great Britain and France in the West or 

the Soviet Union in the East, for him Czechoslovakia with its 42 army divisions and 

a respectable air force is always a potential enemy just 40 minutes of flight from 

Berlin. . . .  

A fifth point ought not to be forgotten. It . . . is his erroneous assessment of the 

British and French. Ribbentrop’s interpretation of the Paris talks from 6 and 7 

December 1938 and the mistaken idea that the French have permitted Germany “a 

free hand in Eastern Europe” if Germany restrains the Italians in their territorial 

claims, apparently divest Hitler of all caution. . . .  

The reactions abroad to the Wehrmacht’s invasion of the rest of Czechia are for the 

German Reich fatal. England indeed at first lets the Czechs fall, but then it flares up 

in indignation against Germany. On 15 March . . . Prime Minister Chamberlain that 

afternoon announces before the Lower House in London:  

“In our opinion the situation has fundamentally changed since the Slovak 

parliament declared the independence of Slovakia. This declaration had the 

effect that the state whose borders we intended to guarantee broke up 

internally and so found its end. Consequently, the state of things... which we 

have always viewed as only temporary has ceased to exist. His Majesty’s 

Government consequently can no longer feel bound by this obligation.” 

 

Thus, the British government constructs an argument for its own benefit, which it 

does not want to admit as valid for Germany. . . .  

With the occupation of Czechia on 15 March 1939 and Chamberlain’s speech on 17 

March, England and the German Reich are again on a collision course. Chamberlain 

indeed is objectively right with his allegations of breach of trust and the violation of 

the Czechs’ right to self-determination. But to mention England’s yearning for peace 

is pure hypocrisy. The Britons’ protectorate over the since 1922 sovereign state, 

[consisting of] Egypt and Sudan, for example, is no different from Germany’s over 

Czechia. . . . But the British government, which is disturbed neither at France’s treaty 

violations against Germany in 1923 and 1925, nor at Poland’s four invasions of its 

neighboring countries in 1920, 1921 and 1938, nor at the Lithuanians’ annexation of 

Memel in 1923 nor at the just completed annexation of Carpatho-Ukraine by 

Hungary, this British government responds with extreme sensitivity to Germany in 

the case of the occupation of Czechia. In truth what is on the agenda here is not only 

Hitler’s broken promises and not only the Czechs’ right to self-determination. This 
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is about the balance of forces on the continent and about a still dormant German-

British problem: the former German colonies. . . .  

The German Reich, with the Czechia protectorate, has become a bit too strong. That 

is contrary to the centuries-old principle of British foreign policy, to tolerate no 

superior power on the continent. The British opposition leader, Churchill, already a 

year earlier during a visit by Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop, specifically expressed 

this when he told his guest from Germany: “If Germany becomes too powerful, we 

will annihilate it again.”. . . 

The London government feels that despite its great superiority at sea, despite its 

association with the land and air power France, and despite the 30 Soviet divisions 

offered to it along with the army divisions which the Czechs themselves can produce 

to protect their country, it is not yet strongly enough armed for an armed 

engagement. So it declares to the Czechs that the promise of protection at Munich is 

no longer valid and lets the provocation pass unused. . . . That England and France, 

after letting this provocation for war pass unused, now in secret English-Polish and 

French-Polish talks set the course for a German-Polish conflict over Danzig is no 

longer to be justified with Czechia. It is their own initiative, after completing their 

own rearmament, to come with the help of Poland to another war against the German 

Reich. . . . 

Many countries are also opposed to the incorporation of Czechia into Germany as a 

protectorate, each in its own quite particular way. France lodges a protest in 

Germany and begins very soon to put out feelers to Poland and Russia to coordinate 

[plans] with Warsaw and Moscow for a war against Germany, a war which up to 

that time is not on the agenda of the German Reich government. Poland, up to then 

Germany’s accomplice in the division of Czechoslovakia, quickly changes sides and 

begins the already mentioned secret talks in Paris and London. The Soviet Union 

condemns the German invasion, and supports the legal opinion that the Hitler-Hácha 

Agreement is unconstitutional because it was made without the consent of the 

parliament in Prague. But even in Moscow the issue is more about power and 

advantage than about morality and law. Thus the Soviet government raises no 

objection to the concurrent annexation of Carpatho-Ukraine by Hungary. This small 

piece of Czechoslovakian Ukraine has always been for Moscow a nuisance as [it 

might serve as] the base of a unified Ukrainian movement. Moscow’s Foreign 

Minister Litvinov, therefore, receives news of the conquest of Carpatho-Ukraine, as 

reported, even with “undisguised satisfaction.” 
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Thus, all the neighboring states of Czechoslovakia—and not just Germany—wanted 

the dissolution of this artificial product of Versailles. So, all the signatory powers 

from Munich—and not just Germany—never gave a guarantee for the existence of 

Czechoslovakia, and so all the allies abandoned Czechoslovakia when she was in 

distress. Only the Soviet Union would apparently have liked to help.  

Even the USA, which in Saint-Germain is one of the designers of the problem state 

Czechoslovakia and which, in addition to the Czechs and Slovaks, has slammed 

together there several ethnic groups against their national right to self-determination 

and against their will, now reacts with outrage at the German offense against the 

right to self-determination of the Czechs. US President Roosevelt within just a few 

days directs that customs duties be raised on German goods, that a bill for the 

revision of American neutrality be introduced to Congress, and that the English 

Navy be massively relieved by the American one. . . . Roosevelt, moreover, sends 

remarkable letters to Hitler and Mussolini “out of concern for all other peoples of 

the whole Western Hemisphere”—as is stated in the letter’s opening words. He calls 

upon Hitler and Mussolini to promise him not to attack the 31 named states, 

including Syria and Persia, in the next 10, or better 25, years. 

Roosevelt has the letter given to the press even before it is delivered to Hitler and 

Mussolini: an obvious attempt to summon the 31 named states via the media [to put 

themselves] under the protection of the USA and to make the USA itself once again 

a topic for discussion in Europe. Hitler makes use of the diplomatically clumsy act 

of the President and has the targeted countries (except the Soviet Union, Poland, 

England, France and the countries occupied by these powers) asked whether they 

feel threatened by Germany and whether they have requested the USA for its 

protection. All the countries surveyed answer “no” twice. . . .  

Hitler himself chalks up the incorporation of Bohemia and Moravia as a personal 

success of historical significance, especially since he has obtained this success 

without war, like a chess move. The conclusions which he draws from the latter 

event, however, are fatal. He evaluates the indolence of the governments in London, 

Moscow, and Paris as signs of weakness and as their inability to pull themselves 

together to make a defense. . . .  

Hitler’s miscalculation applies also to the inner circle of his foreign policy advisers. 

The former Foreign Minister von Neurath and Minister Göring advise Hitler against 

the occupation of Czechoslovakia and predict to him that the World War victorious 

powers will respond militarily. Both are wrong. Reich Foreign Minister von 
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Ribbentrop, on the other hand, predicts that the British and French, despite their 

threats, will not act. Von Ribbentrop with his poor advice turns out to be “right” in 

this case, which strengthens his position with Hitler in a disastrous way. A half-year 

later in the dispute with Poland von Ribbentrop advises the “Führer” for a second 

time in the same way. His predictions regarding the reactions from Paris and 

London, however, this time go awry, and out of the dispute with Poland there comes 

also within three days a war with France and Great Britain. . . .  

The incorporation of the Sudeten region was for . . . foreigners and for German 

citizens a legitimate action. It was the struggle for the Sudeten Germans’ right of 

self-determination. The forcible repatriation of the Czechs into “their Old-Reich,” 

on the other hand, is met with consternation in Germany and leads to outrage abroad. 

Hitler’s unnecessary act of violence against Czechia causes the British, French, 

Soviets, and Americans to seek out a suitable opportunity to wage war against 

Germany. They find it when Hitler tries to reunify the German population of Danzig 

with Germany in 1939.  


