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Collective monograph
Language standard and language practice

The issues of the status and differential features of the literary lan-
guage (standard language) as a socially prestigious variety of the na-
tional language are increasingly high-profile in the contemporary
Ukrainian linguistics. Standard language is not merely a means of
communication of the educated individuals, it is the environment
where the development of the national culture takes place. The struc-
ture of the multilevel and stylistically ramified literary language is
largely determined by the state of the national linguistic awareness
and the general level of education, science, and culture in the country.

The literary language is frequently confused with the language of
fiction, which can be explained by the historical conditions of the
formation of the Ukrainian language standard. Over centuries the
belles-lettres texts served a major criterion of the standard Ukrainian
language. The common practice of the confusion of the two phenom-
ena: literary language, on the one hand, and the language of the belles-
lettres literature, on the other hand, requires special examination and
research from the perspective of the modern linguistic methodology.

Present-day codification approaches shall not overlook the dy-
namic stability of the literary language norm. The diversity of the
Ukrainian communicative milieu and the emergence of the new forms
of communication affect the changes in the lexico-semantic system by
exciting the processes of neology, activation and passivation of the
lexical units, features and forms etc. The attention to the language
cultivation as a locus of interaction of the symbolic and pragmatic,
strong and weak linguistic norms stimulates research focusing on
those areas of language usage where the violations of the language
norm are most frequent and the variant forms of expression are most
common, especially under the influence of purism and hypercorrec-
tion. Linguistic societal tastes and linguistic fashion are also important
factors of regulation and codification of the national literary language
norm. Computer technologies open a whole new perspective of the
systematic analysis based upon the corpus of the linguistic cultivation
research having been published for decades in the popular science di-
gest «Kultura slova» («Culture of the word»).
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