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gratitude to ... 

Pascal Cagni, Ambassador for Internal Investment-France; Arancha González, 
Executive Director, International Trade Centre (ITC); Jyrki Katainen,  
Vice-President, European Commission; Bohdan Wojnar, member of the Board, 
Human Resources, Skoda Auto.

Furthermore, we would like to thank the hundreds of business leaders and EY 
professionals who have taken the time to share their thoughts and insights  
with us about the possibilities that await us in Europe in the coming years.
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1Foreign investment in 
Europe: historically weak, 
internationally strong

projects in Europe 
last year, a 4% annual 
decline from 2017.

6,356
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2FDI destinations and 
activities in 2018: 
the landscape shifts

Uncertainty caused by 
Brexit caused UK FDI  
to plummet 13% to  
1,054 projects in 2018.

1,054projects
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Top 20 European FDI destination countries

Rank

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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16

17
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19

20

Country

UK

France

Germany

Spain

Belgium

Poland

Turkey

Netherlands

Russia

Ireland

Finland

Serbia

Romania

Italy

Hungary

Lithuania

Portugal

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Sweden

Czech Republic

Other countries**

Total

2017

1,205

1,019

1,124

237

215

197

229

339

238

135

191

118

126

63

116

74

95

62

108

134

628

6,653

2018

1,054

1,027

973

314

278

272

261

229

211

205

194

119

109

103

101

83

74

73

73

65

538

6,356

Change 2017/18

–13%

1%

–13%

32%

29%

38%

14%

*

–11%

52%

2%

1%

–13%

63%

–13%

12%

–22%

18%

–32%

–51%

–14%

–4%

Market share (2018)

17%

16%

15%

5%

4%

4%

4%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

8%

100%

Source: EY European Investment Monitor (EIM) 2019.

“FDI growth stalled in France in 2018 following 
two years of huge gains. The number of new 

FDI projects rose 1% to 1,027 last year. 

*   Due to a change in methodology in the Netherlands in 2017, the 229 FDI projects reported for 2018 actually compare with 224 FDI projects in 2017.
**  Other countries include Switzerland, Denmark, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Austria, Latvia, Slovakia, Croatia, Estonia, Luxembourg, Norway, Belarus, Malta,                    

Azerbaijan, Greece, Georgia, Slovenia, Armenia, Macedonia, Iceland, Cyprus, Liechtenstein, Moldova, Albania, Montenegro and Monaco.
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3Europe’s attractiveness 
in 2019: navigating 
complexity

of surveyed businesses plan 
to invest in manufacturing, 
supply chain and logistics 
projects this year compared 
with 16% last year.

10%
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4Talent, trade, technology 
and tax: Europe’s  
roaring four Ts

of Europeans had 
“basic” or “above basic” 
digital skills in 2017.

57%
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