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India provides a strange example for multi-religious society with a nuanced and multi-

layered identity groups that overlap or group under an umbrella identity. In this paper, I would 

analyze the colonial and post-colonial India to understand tolerance amidst confusing and 

emerging identities in modern India. I would also examine how democratic process has actually 

contributed to the proliferation of minor identity groups rather than curtail such developments, 

although they no longer help changing needs of modern societies, which necessitates a constant 

quest for inclusive identity formation to meet the new challenges. Emergence of geography as a 

predominant category of identity, sometimes equated with race is a twenty first century 

phenomenon in India.  

 This paper contains two parts. In the first part of this paper I will examine the evolution 

of political parties representing various religious, ethnic and social minority groups during 

twentieth and twenty first centuries. I will also analyze how these political parties may have 

contributed to conflict rather than peace and tolerance. In the second section of this paper I will 

examine the evolution of political parties representing various geographical regions as a recent 

trend in India. I will also examine how these new identities based on geography are seen as 

inclusive, and contributing to tolerance although on a regional basis. 


