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	DELHI, JULY 21 - Conmander H.il.S. Chouri, I\IBE, RIM, 

and Commander B.S.Soman, RIM, Whose promotion to th, rank of acting 

Captain has just been announced, are the first Indie officers ever 

to be raised to this hih rank in the Royal Indian Navy. 

Captain Hji Mohammed Si r9diq Choudri, ho 79,as till recntly 

a member of the Armed Forces Nationalization Committee, joined the 

Royal Indian Navy in 1951. During 'Torld War II, he sa' action 

against the Italians in the Red Sea and off the Somiland Coast. 

In 1942 he quA'j  lified in the TJnted Kingdom as a speciaist officer 

in the Torped Branch. The following year he toured the United 

States of America, 1ecturin on the role of the Royal Indian Nar 

in the late war. In 1945, he was appointed to conrand one of the 

newer slops f the Royal Indian Navy, being the second Indian 

officer to be ll raised to the command of a sloop, WS promoted to 

the rank of Cmmaridar soon after, and served With te British 

Pajfjc Fleet:jn the Far East. 

Thirty...four year old Captain Bhiskar 3adasi Somaii entered 

the Royal Ifldan Navy in 1923 as a Midshipman, was promoted a 

Lieutenant in 1957 and became a Lietenant_Conanr in 1945. 

During these Years he gained ijde experience of the Service while 

serving in various H.N.I. ships, shore establishments and the 

Landing Craft Wing of the Royal Indian Navy. In 196, he was 

promoted to the rank of Commander and vqs appointed Drafting Commander I 
of t he Royal  Indian Navy, being the first Indian officer to hold this I 
key post. He ikqs till recently a member of the •rmed Forces Post-War 
Pay Committee. 

Both Captain Choudhri fld Captain Soman rre at present serving 
on the Naval Sub_comrnjtte of the rmed Forces 

onm1ttee at the '\rmed Forces Headquarters (India). 




