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HIGHFR RANKS FOR INDIW OFFICHRSOF THT R.I.N.

o -

COMM '\NDFER CHOUDRI ‘ND COMM ANDER SOM W P3OMOT ED.

NEW DELHI, JULY 21 — Commander H.l.S. Choudri, MBE, RIN,
and Commander B.S.Soman, RIN, whose promotion to thé rank of scting
Captain has just been announced, sre ths first Indian officers ever
to be ralsed to this hizh rank in the Royal Indian Navy,

Captain Hajl Moharmed Siddiq Choudri, who was till recently
a member of #he Armed Forces Natlonalization Comnittee, joined the
Royal Indian%Navy in 1931, During World War II, he sav action
against the ﬁtalians in the Red Sea and off tha Somgliland Coast.
In 1942 he q%alified in the United Kingdom as 1 spacialist officer
in the Torped% Branch., The following yaar he toured the United
States of “metica, lecturing on the rols of the Royal Indian Navy
in the late wi

!
newer sloops of the Royal Indian Navy, belng thz sscond Indisn
|

r. In 1945, he was appointed to cormand one of the .

officer to bezraised to the command of a sloop, was promotad to
the rank of Cémmander soon after, and sarved with the British
Pakific Fleetgin the Far East.
Thirty;four year old Captsin Bhaskar 3adasiv Soman entaered
the Royal Indian Navy in 1933 as 3 Midshipman, was promoted a
Lisutenant in 1997 and became a Lie utenant-Commandsr in 1945,
During these years he galnead wide experience of the Service While
serving in various H.M.I. ships, shore estabiishments and the
Landing Craft Wing of the Royal Indian Navy. In 1946, he Was
promoted tO the rank of Commander and was appointed Drafting Commander
of the Royal Indian Navy, being the first Indian officer to hold this
key post., He Pas till recently a member of the Armed Forces Post-Wap f
Pay Committea. :
Both Captain Choudhri and Captaln Soman are at present serviﬁg
on the Naval Sub-Cormittass of the ‘rmed Forces Rzeonstitution

Committee at the Armed Forces Headquarters (India),
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