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“What's your vision for
NZ children/young people ...?"




“Take care of
our children.
Take care of
what they hear,
take care of
what they see,
take care of
what they
feel.”

- Dame Whina
Cooper




New Zealand'’s chlldren (under 18 years oId)




New Zealand
has 1,123,000 children
— that's 23% of the population

(Stats NZ estimate as at 30 June 2017)




Aotearoa/NZ's children: an overview

@ Chtldren s
Commissioner



All roads lead back to ......??

1. Child/youth poverty and material

disadvantage (elevated risk factor for, not
cause of ...)

2. Early interventions/assistance. The
challenge for Oranga Tamariki. Parenting assistance
and the importance of retention in ECE and
mainstream school. Joined up government
responses.

3. Enduring legacy of colonisation and

modern day systemic bias: addressing
our enduring shame of indigenous over-
representation. Partnership with, and devolution of
resources to, Iwi and Maori services

Children's
Commissioner
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Who is most affected by poverty in NZ?

% of individuals in low-income

Age households* 2018
Children 0-17 years 21%
18-24 years 20%
25-44 years 14%
45-64 years 14%
65+ years 11%
Overall 16%

* Using the "CV-18" 50% of median “relative” (not anchored) threshold after housing costs

Source: Household incomes in New Zealand: Trends in indicators of inequality and hardship
1982 to 2018, MSD, 2019, p151






We do much better for seniors than children!
“Material Deprivation Rates by country and selected age groups”

Ratio of
Country 65+ <18 <18 ° 65
1.9

11% 8% 15%
m 5% 3% 5% 1.7
m 14% 11% 17% 1.5

16% 10% 21% 2.1
m 12% 5% 17% 3.4

5% 4% 6% 15
_ 11% 3% 18% 60 {um
m 11% 9% 13% 1.4
m 3% 2% 3% 1.5

11% 6% 16% 2.7

Based on 2008 data. EU 13 scale; NZ Dep 5+ lacks
B Perry, The Material Wellbeing of NZ Households. Ministry of Social Development, 2017 P18-20.



Where we've come from

Child Poverty Solutions Report
Annual Child Poverty Monitor
Child Poverty Reduction Act 2018

Acknowledging the tireless advocacy of the Child
Poverty Action Group (CPAG)



What children say

CaN’T Pay THE BILLS.
NO POWER, Caf'T COOK,

110 HEarInG

Can'T aFFORD T0 PLaY
SPORTORGOTO

THE POOLS anD LEaRN
T0 SWIM

Kiwi children talk about poverty
- from ‘Our views matter’ (www.occ.org.nz)
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FAMILIES TURN T0 CHEaP
FOOD LIKE TaKEaWays.
Cal'T aFFORD DOCTORS.
C4l'T aFFORD @ NICE House

Kiwl children talk about poverty
- from ‘Our vlews matter’ (www.occ.org.nz)

TR (TR | WHEN HoUSInG IS
JOUHaVeas™T STaBLe MY FUTURE
ciiomoonaecaisesoy  [ENORTR

dRE LIMITED I EVERYTHING

Kiwl children talk about poverty Kiwi children talk about poverty
- from ‘Our views matter’ (www.occ.org.nz) - from ‘Our views matter’ (www.occ.org.nz)
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Where we’'re aiming
NEW ZE3LAND SIGNED UP T0 THE UN'S‘AGENDa 2030 SUSTAInapLe DEVELOPMIENT GOALS, ONE OF T G0aLS I

“By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its
dimensions according to national definitions.”
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HdLVING POVERTY BY 2030 - CHILDREN IN LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS
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percentage of children living in households under
the 60% median income threshold




What's been done so far

* Minister for Child Poverty Reduction

« Child Poverty Unit in the Department of Prime Minister and
Cabinet (DPMCQ)

» Acknowledgement for necessity for systemic change
» Package of targeted assistance for low-middle income families

* Free doctors visits for children under 14

Mandatory insulation standards

BUT no significant improvement in child poverty rates



What needs to change

Implement Welfare Expert Advisory Group (WEAG)
recommendations

Specifically, big increase in benefits that involve children
Index benefit rates to wage growth

More “in-kind” assistance for children eg. Free school
lunches for all primary and secondary school students

Massive increase in social and community housing

Pass on child support payments to receiving parent



Join us via:

Facebook:

@childrenscommnz
Or search for Children’s Commissioner NZ

Twitter:
@OCCNZ

Children’s CommNZ

Children’s Commissioner’s E-Newsletter:

WWW.OCC.0rg.nz
Children’s
Commissioner

Sign up on the homepage of our website
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http://www.occ.org.nz/
http://www.childpoverty.org.nz/

