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Consulting with Man, Tested by Matters:

On Han Fei’s Theory of Form and Name
WANG Xiaobo
Form and actuality both originate from concrete matters. According to the Han Feizi(§%9F ¥ ) and the “Daofa”
(i) section of the Four Classics of the Yellow Emperor (B VU%S ), form can also be generated by human af-
fairs, which can be sensed and tested by human organs. Therefore, form, actuality, and human affairs can also
be tested by human organs. For this reason, the method of Rectifying Names proposed by Han Fei means to con-
sult with man and to be tested by matters. Consulting with man means to compare and study the ideas of all
walks of life in order to examine the efficiency of his theory; being tested by matters denotes a method that this
theory on form, actuality, and human affairs can be demonstrated by facts and matters. Reflecting early Chinese

scientific thinking, Han Fei’s Rectifying Names is a great contribution to the history of Chinese philosophy.

Han Fei’ s Doctrine of Self-Interest
Paul Rakita Goldin
Chapter 49 of the Han Feizi, entitled “Wudu” (The Five Vermin), includes one of the earliest discussions in
Chinese history of the concepts of gong and si: Han Fei (d. 233BCE) takes Si to mean “acting in one’ s own in-
terest. "Gong is simply what opposes Si. “Acting in one’ s own interest” is not inherently reprehensible in Han
Fei’ s view; but a ruler must remember why ministers propose their policies: they are concerned only with en-
riching themselves, and look upon the ruler as nothing more than a resource to be exploited in their quest for ma-
terial aggrandizement. The interests of the ministers and the ruler are diametrically opposed. Ministers hope for
a comfortable career; a ruler must weed out the posers in his search for those rare and invaluable adjuvants who
are genuinely capable of administering the state. In short, if si is the self—interest of the minister, gong is the

self—interest of the ruler.

On the Ruler’s Spirit of Artisanship
HE Hairen
In explaining the usage of compasses and squares, pre—Qin masters developed their system of political philoso-
phy. According to this system, the essence of state—governing is that the ruler likens an artisan, not vice versa.
However, pre—Qin legalists did not clearly propose through metaphors that the ruler acting like an artisan is an
ideal governing pattern. Such pattern can only work in a modern society. Yet the discussion on legalist rules
does not exclude their using metaphors to explore the spirit of artisanship, which includes such elements as ob-

jectivity, stability, universality, delicacy, and following the rules.

Political Thought of the Book of Lord Shang:
An Experiment in Social Engineering

Yuri Pines

This article contextualizes the ideology of the Book of Lord Shang in political and social realities of the Warring
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States period and highlights its internal logic. The book’ s authors provide an effective response to two major
challenges of their age: how to encourage the reluctant populace to engage in agriculture (particularly in the de-
velopment of wastelands), and how to turn unwilling conseripts into valiant soldiers. To address these goals, the
authors propose utilization of the humans’ covetous nature. By establishing a fair and transparent system of posi-
tive and negative incentives (rewards and punishments), the rulers will direct everybody to seek personal eco-
nomic and social advancement only through the ways that contribute to the attainment of the ultimate goal of cre-
ating “a rich state with a strong army.” The sophisticated system of ranks of merit adopted by Shang Yang (d.
338 BCE) stands at the heart of this experiment in “social engineering.” And while the book’s actual proposals
were of little relevance beyond their immediate social and political context, the authors’ insights regarding the
prime—movers of human behavior and regarding their potential utilization by the rulers remain of high relevance

well into our days.

Who Really Knows “Weighing the Advantage and Disadvantage”:
The Gu Liang Commentaries on Zhai Zhong’s Role

in Enthroning Lord Zhao of Zheng
LI Hanji
Scholars have largely ignored the many ideas of the Gu Liang Commentaries (G423 ), of which the Commentar-
ies ~ opinion on “weighing the advantage and disadvantage” is a glaring example. A popular idea on “weighing
the advantage and disadvantage” as presented in the Spring and Autumn Annals is the argument recorded in the
Gongyang Commentaries(7yF-f3), an argument praising Zhai Zhong(Z%f}1) as a virtuous minister good at weigh-
ing the advantage and disadvantage and considered to have reflected the meaning of the Spring and Autumn An-
nals. Nevertheless, this article argues that, compared to the Gongyang Commentaries, the Gu Liang Commentar-
ies may have better represented the intentional meaning on Zhai Zhong’ s action recorded in the Spring and Au-

tumn Annals.

Exploration of the Philosophy of Law in the Hai Feizi
through the Method of Comparative Philosophy between East and West
HUANG Yuyi
The philosophy of law described in the Han Feizi, as the guidance either for ruling method or for common life,
directly leads to the concept of norm in nomology and philosophy of law, a concept of value. The value system
represented by the Han Feizi also constitutes in liberal education the nourishing and training of students’ ratio-
nality and virtue, which inevitably become the principles of people s daily behaviors. Does the concept of norm
in the value system of the Han Feizi contain the rationality and virtue that may guide modern Chinese people s
thinking, language, and action? This article aims to explore the gold mine of the Han Feizi in this regard by iden-

tifying the theoretical interpretations corresponding to Western law of philosophy in the Han Feizi text.



