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Planning and Management Principles of

Hong Kong Geopark
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Geographical layout of Hong Kong Geopark
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The geopark is a new
conservation concept,
whose main planning
principles are:
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Important geological sites are legally
protected under the Country Parks
Ordinance and Marine Parks
Ordinance.
* FHEMHANLERET « HEFHA

In the National Geopark of China logo, the circle
represents the Earth, the green mountain
constitutes the “l" (mountain) in hieroglyphic
writing, and the river in the middle constitutes the
“7k" (water) in hieroglyphic writing, thus
representing the mountains and rivers of China.
The dinosaur represents aspects of the geopark
other than rocks, such as wildlife and fossils.
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Because it covers such a large area, China is rich in
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Hong Kong UNESCO Global Geopark
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Geopark of China, a geopark has to fulfil a
nsive set of regulations and requirements.
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is a Geopark?
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UNESCO Global Geoparks in China
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WORLD’S Huangshan Geopark (Anhul) Mount Taishan Geopark (Shandong) Ningde Geopark (Fujian) : h d Features of Hong Kong Geopark
The United Nations Educational
FIRST LR ABCIE) 14 ERIL—RBLSIR AT TR AR (R sikieeh il
Definitive Stamps for Lushan Geopark (Jiangxi) g::g:mu-(l;iaaniﬁmahnin 25 'Hln:huhcnéemrk (Anhui) Scientific and Cultural Organization . ﬂ:ﬁﬂ!ﬂiﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ HERDEESE
B 2 (UNESCO) proposed the
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heritage, which is just a stone’s throw from the
city.
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Legal protection for all geo-sites in the geopark.
° EXAMEBMABFEENWEEES |
Hong Kong' rich experience in protected area
management and planning.
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On 24 July 2014, Hongkunﬁ Post launched a new set of definitive stamps with 16 Taining Geopark (Fujian) Alxa Desert Geopark (Inner Mongolia) ARLSEAR (RES) y HEATHRZRSRRERR he signifi f blishi
ifferent denominations with "Hong Kon? Global Geopark of China” as the theme. 1 EHEEEARAES) 25 kL2 ) 34 e Geopa‘n:ﬂnnormmalh) 13 4 The general support and active The signi cance o establishing
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D.I: ibuti £ UNESCO Global G i 31) 3 24 ° B ARTERANLEZMERNSRERX ;
istribution of obal Geopar 4 . Em[ﬂmagu—gﬁ.pq  BRAEESHERER Enhancing the geopark's international image, and
BibF Austria 3 EEEE Morocco 1 <) 5 FRERABDEIMN ﬂﬂ@li@‘.‘ﬁ improving the quality and diversity of its
B Brazl 1 M Netherlands 1 %) AREANTR logical sites of int importance nature-based tourism.
ark is unds 2
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::gg Croatia 1 :;j;;;":: of Korea f Gonservation Depariment The geological sites are protected by longstanding, residents in countryside activities.
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B BRSNS - AAANAIEAL - ﬂﬁ'i!ﬂﬂkﬁ ZHM Friand 1 AEH Turkey L 2015 The geopark has the support of a broad range of - Popularising earth science knowledge and
MR AMBRUBENTTEORAEL < 25 FIIH 7B France 6 ZEREEW 6 Hong Kong citizens, local communities, promoting the links between geological heritage and
;g;&gﬁ:ﬁﬁkMﬂﬁ“ﬁlﬂ! » RIMERISERR « Hh g: Germany 5 United K"Im and non-governmental groups and other stakeholders. all other aspects of our natural and cultural heritage.
g Greece 5 * EHAMREN FUENEARTNR BN c Gl E2RGEARNSRETRABRATE -
The Global Geoparks Network, founded in 2004, is an intenational FFF| Hungary 1 ggi;:::ﬂ : FEMHARNEXRATE 2011598 Hong Kong has relatively rich experience in nature WeyEHEE - LR R B AR MR
partnership developed under the umbrella of the United Nations KB lceland 2 lﬂﬁ‘]!lﬁ?&tlﬁﬁ ’ BERHEANRE B85 SQPIOI'I'I r 2011 F conservation and science popularisation. Engaging the local communities in nature
Educational, Sdanﬁ!ic and Culm_ral Organization (UNESCO), whose EDREBEE Indonesia 2 ifohen o SERaRNETENRE R o MR A PO B KBRS L3R A A T A P RS conservation and sustainable development,
members are committed o working together and developing models BB Ireland 2 mn}mm 1 Hong Kong Geopark was HAH - Tha‘eeolugil and cultural heritage in the geopark enhance improving their livelihood in the geopark, and
cf besl prachice for LINESCO Clobal Ceoparks: At prosart, fhar are A aly 10 Germany and Poland officially designated as a e ' the travel experience of visitors to Hong Kong. R Al G e el 2.
127 UNESCO global geoparks spread across 35 countries, 35 of B2 Japan 8 EEHBAR 1 National Geoparks of China, I R o HERERRNEE LT ARORE © MR H AR » iR R m MR
them looated in Ghina. FREE Malaysia 1 Hungary and Slovakia e e Natiof TR e i kies Ve barTas s engagediin HRGRA T R E AW 2 MRTRTA -
BFEH Mexico 2 BEM - ZERLREE 1 village revitalization and the geopark's development Enhancing the international network of geoparks
88 Iran 1 Ireland and United Kingdom and : and serving as a platform for exchange between
Northern Ireland n - Hong Honaleasg East and West and among UNESCO global
Kong Global Geopark of China. UNESCO Global G geoparks.

FASATEITRR TRk - S RENE -
Carefully plan and familiarize yourself with the route
before setting out. Do not go alone.

R - BE - REERRRMAE -
Remain alert to the dangers of rapids, cliffs,
steep slopes and slippery rock surfaces.

iR R R A RS A RIEHE o LB
RS MG R A MBI - LR — -

Mobile phone coverage may vary from place to place.

Leave details of your route and expected return time with

someone reliable, who can raise the alarm if necessary.

TREEMERNEER -
Do not take away any rocks or fossils.

EREEHERNIERE

st AR RER LM ETRE
i e 2 Do not climb on the rock columns, or walk on severely
Notes for visiting Geosites in

BoRMREREEERIEHN  TEER
pabirps B kel Gl R f
weathered or eroded surfaces. Some islands and coastal areas may be difficult to
access and are suitable only for boat trips. Avoid visiting

them when there are strong prevailing easterly winds.

BRAGREMEGHE - TREAGARERE
R - RERIEM AT EHEX -

Use only boat operators who comply with all the safety
requirements and have appropriate life jackets for

all passengers. Wear lifejackets at all times while
on board open boats.

Hong Kong

ERARNRLEEERAREUNNIEH
Note the weather conditions and check the tidal information
on the Hong Kong Observatory website before you set out.
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What is geo-tourism?

AR R —E LU ICRI RIS TR - B TS
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Geo-tourism is a tourism activity centered on geological heritage.
Besides giving visitors the opportunity to appreciate natural
attractions, and experience local culture and ecology, geological
tourism integrates earth science knowledge into the tour
contents, combining science popularization with leisure and fun.

BRERREBRAENES
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The Sai Kung Food and Beverages

Association designed a number of

creative geopark gourmet dishes

in order to enrich visitors"

experience on their geopark tour

http:/fwww.geopark.gov.hk/b5_s4a.htm

HE i A - 3T TR
Geo-tourism is interesting and
fun, not serious and boring

HRAMBEREREE
The Recommended Geopark
Guide System

#311k Website
www.hkr2g.net
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Geopark-themed guest room

ﬁuﬁfémﬂﬂ H‘JE!’ FEEABRERYRAN  NEMBIHE -
When visiting Hong Kong Geopark, N
we have the following suggestions.

RS MEELE L BBE(www.geopark.govhk)
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Lhotel Island South
EHAFREIHS5 2
Aberd

Wi hoteisiandsouth com
1 Enquiry

3968 8888

We hope these geopark tours will help you truly experience the
integration of science, aesthetics, history and culture.

55 ang Chuk Hang Road,
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WRAEAES TOUR ROUTES In order to maximise enjoyment of the natural scenery and
Geopark Hotels appreciation of the scientific value of the sites, as well as to
address concerns about visitor safety, Hong Kong UNESCO
U . Global Geopark has designed 2 boat-tour routes and 9 land-tour
routes.
|_ hotel ]_ hoiel E Iy T BB HRABBEDOE
Routes for Boat Tours Land Excursion HWREERD
lbi!il!i& un D I u ‘ '3 RS g EEEERE Geopark Visitor Centre
NOEEE R AL B AR B A T i Boat Tour of the Northeast New Territories Boat Tour of the Sai Kung Islands anse R BE (QN)  SOES (0F) X (ARSS) and Geoheritage Centres
HARES,  REBHELAERSRESE HEFKBANH S  BAFFUSRAERTA HERBRANES  EEMNERGE 8 k el £ HRABBESRD
TR A B RESA SR HREONE i RHESRGE AREMNEEE B  FENEREANEXEEE @RI ;ﬁ%ﬁf?ﬁm Trall Tu“qﬁfﬁ;’"mm [ 3 n Geopark Visitor Centre
L' hotel Island South and L' hotel élan are AU EMITEFEREA N TFOMOENE - W REASAAREENER  DRIEE BREABEN HEAESEDS U RERRANEGFE
“Geopark Hotels” in Hong Kong. The hotels are EREERE "ENEAH )  REIEBNENS  DEDOLEREMNAIEER SRR Lai Chi Wo Nature Trail 12 il L | Bakhip BB RE LM EEE
committed to the promotion of the geopark concept TRRREAME SIS ARYA £ AL © ZFEHI6/AT o AR EITE RS - 2ARH4/ W o B HRE EDifii 1 1 | HEEFREEHPNRERHTER
and geoconservation. Th ; : . ; __Ap Chau Geosite _ Double Haven  (3[Eround trip) y | ;
e tour starts at the Ma Liu Shui Pier and passes  The tour starts at the Sai Kung Pier and o B EEENER  EENRERELS
W3 EERE through Tolo Ch ! . h : ERGMBE 1 1 |
: ugh Tolo Channel to Bluff Head, where you can  heads to High Island via Kau Sai Chau, where Kat O Nature Trail AR E AN EERE - BEE SERSENFCEE
L'hotel élan ERELHEAMER see interlayered red and white rock strata made upof  you can visit the historical Tin Hau Temple BRMEARER 3 2 i b 5 1t 57 40 56 23 B A LU SR AR
L e TR Promotion of Geopark the oldest rocks found in Hong Kong. After passing  after landing. The tour continues to Fa Shan Ma Shi Chau Nature Trail  scpasge  (3Eround trip) AREMBAENE — =RBE, 2 Hong Kong UNESCO Global
38 Chong Yip Street, Information along the fire-red Hung Shek Mun coast, you enter the on ngh Island, where you can see the Bt ERE Tolo Channel 1 1 | The Geopark Visitor Centre located in the Geopark Volcano Discovery Centre
Kwun Tong miror-like Double Haven and see its ‘Six-Ti ' 3 h I rock columns standing Lai Chi Chong Geosits (#Eround trip) Lions Nature Education Cantre, in Tsiu I &S EHE A R E AR
;ﬁmf&mm Then on to Lai Chi Wo and Kat O, where you can ~ sentry along the coast. During the return trip, EEEELH 28 5 | Hang, Sai Kung, aims to give the public and B SR EEE K BEEEAS
3068 8666 experience one of the oldest and most interesting ~ when passing Bluff Island and Jin Istand, you High lsland Gea Trall g 15 (3 Eround trip) | of the f in BB TR ABEE BN |
parts of Hong Kong' s cultural heritage. The tour takes  will see different coastal erosion landforms. AHmaR®  Highlsland 12 5 W Hong Kong, promote greater interest in L HiE R
about 6 hours. On the last leg of the tour, the boat passes Tai Long Wan Hiking Trail earth science and raise the awareness of GRS HRS - EREERDE A
Sharp Island before retumning o the Sai Kung RIEMEESE M f . : the need to preserve our geoclogical ERELFEHE
Pier. The tour takes about 4 hours. Sharp Island Geo Trall ~ Sharp Island  (#Eround trip) heritage. Facilities helre includes a Rock Hong Kong UNESCO Global Geopark
playing large i
ot e ey oon  Vocen S Cap bl oS
nar e lassroom”, whose main
purpose is to help studems learn about %Buyr:::::::;g;!‘w:i:ﬁ: s;eléé:ﬁs:fisr:
é?::%‘a'm?c eaith science. the centre of the town of Sai Kung, the
o gateway to Hong Kong Geopark, it serve
K EHBEROIR =PI B2 as a convenient starting point for visitors.
BE-MLULEANETENERRNT
Huly  FERRR T ZPIF AL - B
B ERBREEN - BRE—RIRE
s I R AR RASEARE o
é,&i The Tai Po Geoheritage Centre, located
in Sam Mun Tsai New Village, was the =
BEARER B first tourist and education centre themed BERUBTEENERERD E? iﬂ: ;ﬁﬂ?&ﬁb
Geopark Gourmet E n ' on“the gzpﬁerk. The| centre dexplzllim: 1hsf Fung Ying seec: Koon Lai Chi Wo itage Centre
culture, history, ecology an 99? ogy of e Centre xl{mﬁémmgag‘*{bmﬁg:&a ¥
the area around Sam Mun Tsai, and a B A S R HWHE  SEEMERTS DERE

TOUR ROUTES
of Hong Kong Geopark
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Before visiting the geopark, browse the Hong Kong
Geopark website (http://www.gecpark.gov.hk), or Hong
Kong Geopark promotion leaflets and books to get a
general idea of the geopark.
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Unique coastal Iandscapes formed
by wave abrasion
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Sai Kung Volcanic
Rock Region
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Globally rare hexagonal rock columns.

These hexagonal rock columns are rare
natural wonders, created from volcanic
materials under unique environmental
conditions. Formed 140 million years ago, the
hexagonal rock columns are widely distributed
in Sai Kung. Together with long coastlines and
craggy islands, they form a picturesque natural
landscape.

AE 2 BSFRENTERS i
Colourful mudstone formed over
200 mion

WRREAEREN -
TRERN+IEE

Listen to the tourist guide’s explanations and read the
on-site information panels in the geopark to learn more
about the individual geosites, enhance your
appreciation, and increase your awareness of the
importance of protecting our geclogical heritage.
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Ciear and colourful laminated rocks,
Wilh large bent rock sirata as the most
‘geclogical featurs

y8ars ago
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Unigus ‘Pinaapple Bun’ boulders.

KRR ER
Beautiful coastal
Tai Lang Wan

AR AREE

columns distributed

Hexagonal rock
on the coast of High Istand

Observe and enjoy the natural beauty of the
unusually shaped rocks and stones, and the
picturesque mountains, rivers, streams, bays

and islands in the geopark. of the tour.
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Northeast New Territories
Sedimentary Rock Region
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A showcase of geology, culture and ecology

The Northeast New Territories, along with its
green mountains, clear water, and rich ecological
resources and cultural atmosphere, is widely
covered by a range of sedimentary rocks formed
over a span of 400 million years. These
sedimentary rocks and buried fossils of ancient
creatures provide important evidence fur tracing
Hong Kong' s geological history and

b i
Famous sea arch called Lithe Towan™
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Natural hexagonal column mursl
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Unzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark
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(Shimabara Peninsula, Japan) Eriis]
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Unzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark, in western Japan, covers three
regions: Shimabara City, Unzen City and Nagasaki Prefecture. The main highlight of
the geopark is active volcanoes. The geopark also has an abundance of diverse
volcanic heritages that provide a glimpse of inner earth activity. The Mt. Unzen
Disaster Memonal Hall, where visitors can see modem volcanic debris flow preserved
intact, is rated one of the most unique museums in Japan. While volcanoes create rich
natural resources, they can alsa cause calamity for mankind. The vibrant development
of Unzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark is the epitome of the harmonious
co-existence of volcanoes and people.

#ttk Website www.unzen-geopark.jp

CHARACTERISTICS
of Hon Kong Geopark

Heritage Site, Germany
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e Aso UNESCO Global

ASO GeoPARK #B4lk Website
WWW.

Experience the unique local culture,
traditions and history during the tour,
in order to increase your enjoyment
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Geological

WERAL AR UNESCO

Messel Pit World prm
SIEBHE
PARTNERS
8 German Only) crusemesseL

Geopark, Japan

.aso-geopark.jp
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Yandangshan UNESCO Global Geopark
(Wenzhou City, Zhejiang, China)
ERUBSESEeRt R N ARNE—3E
Bl RREA T He R H AR - LR -
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BRAREZRREN—MOESEERE - &
SRR AE » 7 LR KIS R
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i
‘Yandangshan is a geopark themed on volcanic landscapes. With
its sharp ridges, rows of mountains, unusually shaped caves,
stone doors and waterfalls, the geopark presents unigue natural
scenery with both scientific and aesthetic value. The distinct
volcanic landscapes in this global geopark tell the story of the
violent volcanic eruptions in the Jurassic Period about 128
million years ago. The ecological beauty of the rivers and the
peculiar old mining works provide an opportunity to track the
i ins, rivers,

B ERIEEAIER -

and cooperate in the fields of ientific

BEBMEABMALIR T T SERHREAE o fLE T
REMEY  ERERBHE B2 - BUES ST RRE "
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Since its establishment, Hong Kong Geopark has formed sister relationships with
wmmmmammmmmnmmmmemﬂmmm

display for visitors.

and training. The

arrangement offers a sound communication platform for geopark networking and advanci
inteational cooperation, and permits greater promotion of science popularization, natu
conservation and sustainable development.

ceremony
was held at the Hong Kong National
Geopark opening ceremony
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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark
(Itoigawa City, Japan)
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The total area of Itoigawa City is about 750 km?, all of which falls
within the geopark, which is divided into a northeastern part and
southwestern part, and 24 geosites. The rocks in the
southwestern part were formed 500 million years ago, while those
in the northeastern part are only millions to tens of millions of
years old. This divergence in geological history has led to diverse
Ianssnt_ipas: this forms a natural barrier which affected the

Itoigawa Geopark

history of the nd rocks,

At Website geopark.wzyds.com

of fauna and flora, and resulted in cultural differences.

¥4k Website www.geo-itoigawa.com

Global Geopark (Germa

series of Ma Shi Chau rock samples is on

GEO-NATURPARK Bergstrafie-Odenwald
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Bergstrape-Odenwald UNESCO
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The Fung Ying Seen Koon Lai Chi Wo
Geoheritage Centre is located in Lai Chi
Wo village, north New Territories. The
Centre introduces local beautiful scenery,
diversified geclogical landscapes and

views of a Hakka walled village.
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Lesvos UNESCO Global Geoparl
(Greece)
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Lesvos UNESCO Global Geopark is set on the island of Lesvos in the northeastern
Aegean Sea. It is the third biggest island in Greece, 1,630 km? in size. The primilive
forest here was buried in tephra after a series of eammattaﬂng volcanic eruptions
sses tumned the wood
into fossils, resumng in the world's second largest petrified forest. Lesvos Global
Geopark is a wonderful showcase of both geo-relics and cultural heritage, which
reveals evolutionary junctures of human civilisation in culture, art, religion and

20 million years ago. Over millions of years, geclogical

architecture over several thousand years.

¥tk Website www.petrifiedforest.gr
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The delightful and historic landscape of BergstraBe-
Odenwald UNESCO Global Geopark covers an area of
3,500 km?. The region is characterized by over 500
m\llien years of eventful genloglcal history, a

natural

culture, and last but not least, the lmdwlmal hosp:lallty
of the local people.

#4t website www.geo-naturpark.net
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English Riviera UNESCO Global Geopark
(Torbay, UK)

EEEMITNNAREN AT IR AR
RN THLR - HREHIEE -
HERRARAHANE - EETRERSH
RRMAER - REBRSZHEEFRIEE o
EREEAMBMELENAN  ARSLE
FEBHNMEESBMETRE - EARH
EEthBAREE - KEEMBRIHRGEL
ESTEMNSERDERT T RROMEAA
FHTARRE o

English Riviera UNESCO Global Geopark covers about 62 km* and is

ny)

English Riviera
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Wudalianchi UNESCO Global Geopark

(Heihe City, Heilongjiang, China)
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Waudalianchi UNESCO Global Geopark is located in Heilongjiang
Province, northern China. The geopark is a precious legacy of
volcanic activities 12 million years ago. There are 14

distributed in the area. The two youngest ones erupted about 300
years ago, making them China’s most recently formed volcanoes.
Wudalianchi demonstrates diverse volcanic landforms, including 10
kilometers of lava flow, and a globally rare geological heritage, such
as a lava tunnel, volcanic barrier lakes, exhalative cones and dishes.

It is therefore regarded as a "Natural Volcano Museum".
Bk Website www.wdlc.com.cn

in The area was once a significant
producer of limestone and marble. The oldest limestone there is about
400 million years old, about the same age as the oldest rocks in Hong
Kong. Limestone is easily eroded to form valleys and caves, which
creates a diversified environment for many rare wildlife; even our ancient
human ancestors once lived there. The diversified contents of English
Riviera UNESCO Global Geopark vividly display the evolution of the
Earth and the development of human civilization.

1k Website www.englishrivierageopark.org.uk
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The Fung Ying Seen Koon Kat O
Geoheritage Centre, in Kat O, is a
Geoheritage Centre established through
the cooperation of local villagers,
voluntary groups and the government.
The centre has a wide variety of exhibits,
including a series of rock and fossils
specimens, and precious cultural relics
from Kat O village.
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‘Sea of Stone' in the Odenwall area
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Marble Arch Caves
UNESCO Global Geopark
(Northern Ireland)
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The Marble Arch Caves UNESCO Global Gaupark was one of
the first Ei to b d a global
geopark. The geopark features extraordinary karst
landscapes (limestone) shaped by glacial events and many
classic limestone caves. Also among its features are the wide
natural heritage of the area and cultural heritage that covers
7,000 to 8,000 years of recorded human occupation since the

ast ice age.
¥tk Website www.marblearchcaves.net
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Boal Journey alang the Clagagh River in the
| Gan ba Marble Arch Caves.
found in Wudaianchi Giobal Geopark.
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