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ABOUT THE TEXAS RELOCATION REPORT
The 2020 edition of the Texas Relocation Report is based on data from the 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau as well as the 2019 U-Haul National Migration Trend Report. The report analyzes 
county relocation data for the 40 largest demographic areas in Texas. Texas REALTORS® distributes insights about the 
Texas housing market each month, including quarterly market statistics, trends among home buyers and sellers, luxury 
home sales, international trends, and more. To view the Texas Relocation Report in its entirety, visit 
texasrealestate.com.

ABOUT TEXAS REALTORS® 
With more than 125,000 members, Texas REALTORS® is a professional membership organization that represents all 
aspects of real estate in Texas. In 2020, Texas REALTORS® is celebrating a century of shaping Texas by being the 
advocate for private property rights, maintaining the highest standards of professionalism, and providing its members 
with the tools to achieve success. Visit texasrealestate.com to learn more.

MEDIA
CONTACT
Hunter Dodson
Pierpont Communications
hdodson@piercom.com
512.448.4950

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/geographic-mobility/state-to-state-migration.html
https://www.uhaul.com/Articles/About/19966/U-Haul-Migration-Trends-Top-25-Growth-Cities-Of-2019/
http://www.texasrealestate.com/
http://www.texasrealestate.com/
mailto:hdodson@piercom.com


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Texas ranked second in the nation for relocation activity in 2018, according to the 2020 edition of the Texas Relocation 
Report released today by Texas Realtors, which analyzes the latest migration data from the U.S. Census Bureau and U-Haul. 

According to the report, Texas welcomed 563,945 new residents in 2018. This figure is more than the number of out-of-state 
residents who moved to Texas in 2017 (524,511). The net gain of out-of-state residents in Texas in 2018 increased 78.1% from 
57,173 in 2017 to 101,805 residents in 2018.

Among U.S. states, the highest number of new Texans relocated from California (86,164), Florida (37,262), Louisiana (29,108),
Oklahoma (24,590) and New York (21,509). The number of people who relocated from California to Texas increased by 36.4% 
compared to 2017. The Lone Star State also welcomed 201,559 new residents from outside the United States in 2018. 

Texas ranked third in the United States for the number of residents moving out of state (462,140) in 2018. The most popular 
out-of-state relocation destinations for Texans were California (37,810), Oklahoma (31,551), Colorado (26,930), Florida (24,197)
and Louisiana (23,588).

At the metropolitan statistical area (MSA) level, Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, New York-Newark-Jersey City and 
Chicago-Naperville-Elgin produced the highest volume of residents relocating to Texas. The Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 
MSA recorded the highest number of incoming residents from out-of-state (200,966), followed by Houston-The Woodlands-
Sugar Land (176,110).

At the county level, Harris County (Houston) led the state with a net gain of 80,572 residents relocating from out of state, but
four of the top 10 counties with the highest net gain of out-of-state residents were in North Texas (Dallas, Tarrant, Collin and
Denton counties). Three of the top 10 counties were located in Central Texas (Travis, Williamson and Bell).
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STATEWIDE RELOCATION

Top States for People Moving to 
Texas

Top 5 States For People Moving 
to Texas

1. California – 86,164
2. Florida – 37,262
3. Louisiana – 29,108
4. Oklahoma – 24,590
5. New York – 21,509
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STATEWIDE RELOCATION

Top States Where 
Texans Move

Top 5 States Where Texans are Moving

1. California – 37,810
2. Oklahoma – 31,551
3. Colorado – 26,930
4. Florida – 24,197
5. Louisiana – 23,588
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COUNTY-LEVEL RELOCATION

Harris County

Counties With the 
Largest Inflows of 

Out-Of-State 
Residents

Top Five States With People Relocating 
to Harris County 

8,809 6,803 6,748 4,325 4,187

STATEWIDE RELOCATION

Bexar County

Travis County

Williamson County
Bell County

Dallas County

Collin County

Tarrant County

Denton County

Top Five States With People 
Relocating to Dallas County 

7,858 2,582 2,511 2,362 2,343

California
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Florida Louisiana New York Illinois

California Oklahoma Illinois Louisiana Florida
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METRO-LEVEL RELOCATION
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STATE-TO-STATE RELOCATION

#1
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Top Five States for Relocation Based on Incoming Residents
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COUNTY-TO-COUNTY RELOCATION
Of the top 10 Texas counties with the highest gains of out-of-state residents (inflow of people):

•One is in the Houston area (No. 1 Harris)
•Four are in the Dallas/Fort Worth/Arlington area (No. 2 Dallas, No. 3 Tarrant, No. 6 Collin, No. 7  Denton)
•Four are in the Austin/Round Rock and San Antonio/New Braunfels areas (No. 4 Bexar, No. 5 Travis, No. 9 Bell, No. 10 
Williamson)
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MSA-TO-MSA RELOCATION
The four major Texas MSAs had the highest net gains of out-of-state residents among Texas MSAs during this 
reporting period:
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BELL COUNTY
DMA: Belton | Fort Hood | Killeen | 
Temple

No. 17 county for total inflow of 
residents from other Texas counties

No. 17 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas 
counties

No. 17 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 9 county for total new residents 
from out of state

No. 8 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 11 county for net new residents 
from out of state

No. 11 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Bell 
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BEXAR COUNTY
DMA: San Antonio

No. 6 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 5 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas 
counties

No. 25 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 4 county for total new residents 
from out of state

No. 3 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 7 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 4 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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BOWIE COUNTY
DMA: Texarkana

No. 40 county for total inflow of 
residents from other Texas counties

No. 40 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas 
counties

No. 28 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 28 county for total new residents 
from out of state

No. 18 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 37 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 39 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Bowie 
County (By People)
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BRAZORIA COUNTY
DMA: Brazoria | Freeport

No. 16 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 13 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 31 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 17 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 21 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 12 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 23 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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BRAZOS COUNTY
DMA: Bryan-College Station

No. 11 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 15 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 2 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 21 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 17 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 35 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 15 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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CAMERON COUNTY
DMA: Brownsville | Harlingen | South Padre 
Island

No. 37 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 23 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 35 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 33 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 20 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 39 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 16 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties –
Cameron County (By People)
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COLLIN COUNTY
DMA: Garland

No. 7 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 6 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 29 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 6 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 7 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 6 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 8 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 

3,606
548
510
505
495

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000

Dallas County
Jackson County (MO)

Los Angeles County (CA)
Orange County (CA)
Shelby County (TN)

Top Five Incoming Counties – Collin 
County (By People)
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COMAL COUNTY
DMA: San Antonio

No. 21 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 30 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 10 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 34 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 36 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 26 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 30 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Comal 
County (By People)
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DALLAS COUNTY
DMA: Dallas | Garland | Irving

No. 2 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 2 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 40 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 2 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 2 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 3 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 2 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 

1,248
918

675
568

493

0 500 1,000 1,500

Los Angeles County (CA)
Cook County (IL)

Alameda County (CA)
Bexar County

San Diego County (CA)
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County (By People)
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DENTON COUNTY
DMA: Fort Worth

No. 4 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 7 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 1 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 7 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 9 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 5 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 9 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties –
Denton County (By People)
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ECTOR COUNTY
DMA: Odessa

No. 30 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 27 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas counties

No. 30 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 30 county for total new residents 
from out of state

No. 32 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 28 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 17 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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EL PASO COUNTY
DMA: El Paso

No. 27 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 14 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas counties

No. 37 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 8 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 5 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 40 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 6 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties –
El Paso County (By People)
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ELLIS COUNTY
DMA: Waxahachie

No. 34 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 31 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 26 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 38 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 37 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 33 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 34 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Ellis 
County (By People)
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FORT BEND COUNTY
DMA: Fort Bend | Sugar Land

No. 9 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 8 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 8 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 11 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 10 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 10 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 7 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Fort 
Bend County (By People)
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GALVESTON COUNTY
DMA: Galveston

No. 14 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 16 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 7 county for net inflow of Texas residents

No. 18 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 19 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 15 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 18 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties –
Galveston County (By People)
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GRAYSON COUNTY
DMA: Sherman | Denison

No. 35 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 39 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas counties

No. 12 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 31 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 34 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 24 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 35 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties –
Galveston County (By People)
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GREGG COUNTY
DMA: White Oak

No. 32 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 36 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 13 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 36 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 35 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 31 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 33 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Gregg 
County (By People)
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GUADALUPE COUNTY
DMA: Seguin

No. 24 county for total inflow of 
residents from other Texas counties

No. 26 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas 
counties

No. 21 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 24 county for total new residents 
from out of state

No. 30 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 17 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 32 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties –
Guadalupe County (By People)
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HARRIS COUNTY
DMA: Houston

No. 1 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 1 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 39 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 1 county for total new residents from out 
of state

No. 1 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 1 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 1 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Harris 
County (By People)
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HAYS COUNTY
DMA: San Marcos

No. 12 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 19 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 4 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 26 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 27 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 21 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 22 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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Top Five Incoming Counties – Hays 
County (By People)
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HIDALGO COUNTY
DMA: McAllen

No. 20 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 11 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 36 county for net inflow of Texas residents

No. 15 county for total new residents from out 
of state

No. 14 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 34 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 10 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY
DMA: Beaumont | Port Arthur

No. 18 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 21 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 19 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 23 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 28 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 19 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 27 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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JOHNSON COUNTY
DMA: Cleburne

No. 31 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 29 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 27 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 37 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 29 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 38 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 40 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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KAUFMAN COUNTY
DMA: Kaufman

No. 25 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 34 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 11 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 39 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 39 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 27 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 37 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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LUBBOCK COUNTY
DMA: Lubbock

No. 13 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 12 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 5 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 16 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 15 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 30 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 19 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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MCLENNAN COUNTY
DMA: Waco

No. 19 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 20 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 22 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 20 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 26 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 16 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 25 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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MIDLAND COUNTY
DMA: Midland | Odessa

No. 26 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 22 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 32 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 22 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 24 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 20 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 21 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY
DMA: Conroe | Magnolia

No. 10 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 10 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 6 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 12 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 12 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 9 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 12 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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NUECES COUNTY
DMA: Corpus Christi

No. 15 county for total inflow of residents from 
other Texas counties

No. 18 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 9 county for net inflow of Texas residents

No. 13 county for total new residents from out 
of state

No. 13 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 29 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 20 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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PARKER COUNTY
DMA: Weatherford

No. 28 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 33 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 16 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 32 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 40 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 14 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 31 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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POTTER COUNTY
DMA: Amarillo

No. 33 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 24 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 33 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 35 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 25 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 36 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 28 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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RANDALL COUNTY
DMA: Amarillo

No. 23 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 28 county for total outflow of 
residents moving to other Texas counties

No. 18 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 29 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 33 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 25 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 38 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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SMITH COUNTY
DMA: Tyler

No. 22 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 25 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 20 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 25 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 31 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 18 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 29 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 

585
296

271
262

249

0 200 400 600 800

Nacogdoches County
Fannin County

Caddo Parish (LA)
Randall County

Calcasieu Parish (LA)

Top Five Incoming Counties – Smith 
County (By People)

-316
-279
-276

-247
-243

-400 -300 -200 -100 0

Rusk County
Tarrant County
Taylor County
Cherokee County
Henderson County

Top Five Outgoing Counties – Smith 
County (By People)

TEXAS RELOCATION REPORT | 2020 EDITION



TARRANT COUNTY
DMA: Arlington | Fort Worth

No. 3 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 3 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 14 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 3 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 4 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 2 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 3 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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TAYLOR COUNTY
DMA: Abilene

No. 29 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 32 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 23 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 27 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 22 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 23 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 24 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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DMA: San Angelo

No. 38 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 37 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 24 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 19 county for total new residents from out 
of state

No. 23 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 13 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 36 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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TRAVIS COUNTY
DMA: Austin

No. 5 county for total inflow of residents from 
other Texas counties

No. 4 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 38 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 5 county for total new residents from out 
of state

No. 6 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 8 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 5 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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WEBB COUNTY
DMA: Laredo

No. 39 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 35 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 34 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 40 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 38 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 32 county for net new residents from 
out of state

No. 14 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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WICHITA COUNTY
DMA: Wichita

No. 36 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 38 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 15 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 14 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 16 county for total local residents leaving 
Texas

No. 22 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 26 county for new residents from outside 
the U.S. 
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DMA: Round Rock

No. 8 county for total inflow of residents 
from other Texas counties

No. 9 county for total outflow of residents 
moving to other Texas counties

No. 3 county for net inflow of Texas 
residents

No. 10 county for total new residents from 
out of state

No. 11 county for total local residents 
leaving Texas

No. 4 county for net new residents from out 
of state

No. 13 county for new residents from 
outside the U.S. 
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