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(1916-1928) Formed in Mosman, Sydney by Mrs Bennett White (aka Meta Hayter) as a means of raising funds for 

patriotic appeals, the Cheer-Oh Girls was an amateur concert party comprising around seven to ten women. Its debut 

was given at Mosman Town Hall on 10 November 1916.  White remained with the troupe throughout its lifetime, as 

did Dorrie Ward and Edith Dickenson. The Cheer-Oh Girls retained its connection with Mosman (many of the artists 

lived there) while undertaking numerous engagements and tours throughout Sydney and regional New South Wales. 

The troupe was also heard on radio at various times between 1925 and 1928. Molly Raynor (1921-26) later carved out 

a successful career as stage and film actress in Australia and Britain. 
 

Known performers were: Edith Angel (1925), Amy Bice (1916-17), Marjorie Cheffins (1916-17), Kathleen Daniel 

(1916-17), Edith Dickinson (1916-26), Beatrice Edmunds (1917-19), Gertrude Edmunds (1917-19), Irene Edmunds 

(1918-19), Edna Fenner (1921-22), Gwladys Fimister  (1917-18), Bobbie Garrard (1925),  Grace Harris (1925), 

Gladys Mitchell (1916-17), Mrs Victor Morse (1916-17), Miss Jack Neil (1916-17), Molly Raynor (1921-26), Nan 

Reay (1916-17), Violet Roberts (1919-22), Madge Roberts (1922), Rene Ross (1921-22), Nell Sedgeley (1919), Sadie 

Tilburn (1920-22), Joan Walford (1916-17), Dorrie Ward (1916-22),  Mrs Bennett White (1916-22), Una Wilson 

(1921-25), Thora Wood (1916-22). * Years given are a guide only. The exact periods are still to be confirmed.  
 

• Several other similarly-named all-female troupes are known to have been active during the war years. One, also 

known as Tighe's Hill Cheer-Oh Girls was based in Newcastle ca. 1919.  The Dominion (Wellington, New 

Zealand) records that another Cheer-Oh Girls was presenting entertainments in that city ca. 1917 (15 Nov. 1917, 

2). Mrs Bennett White also established another Cheer-Oh Girls concert party in 1940. 
 

 

 
Mosman Library (Sydney) 

http://mosman1914-1918.net/project/blog/doing-their-share?commented=1 

 

 

http://ozvta.com/practitioners-r/
http://mosman1914-1918.net/project/blog/doing-their-share?commented=1


Further Reference: 
 

Byrne, Mary Lou. "Doing Their Share." Doing Our Bit: Mosman 1914-1918. Mosman Library (Sydney). 19 July  

 2012.    [sighted 13/01/2015] 

"Beatrice Jauncey." Honest History. [sighted 13/01/2015] 

 

 

Miscellaneous Notes (Personnel): 
 

Edith Dickinson: pianist/accompanist/violinist/monologist. Also known as Edith Palmer (her married name), Edith Dickinson  

 was murdered along with her sister-in-law, father-in-law, and housekeeper at her home in Rockdale, Sydney in 1928. The  

 killer was her nephew, a returned soldier-turned dairy farmer from Nimbin (NSW). Several newspapers refer to him as a  

 religious fanatic. See below for further details and links. 

Gwladys Fimister: singer. Her given name is sometimes spelled Gladys. 

Nan Reay: singer (possibly Ann Reay). 

Molly Raynor: character sketches. 

Madge Roberts: dancer. 

Sadie Tilburn: comedy singer. 

Joan Walford: violinist (possibly Jean Walford). 

Mrs Bennett White: aka Meta Hayter. Troupe manager, director and male impersonator. 

Una Wilson: ragtime singer. 

 

 

►  See also: Molly Raynor  •  The Merrymakers (aka Mosman Merrymakers) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1916 
 

Sydney 
 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1347594 

 

 

 

Sunday Times (Sydney) 12 Nov. 1916, 5. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13269374 
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1917 
 

Sydney 
 

 

Mirror of Australia (Sydney) 3 Mar. 1917, 11. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10856037 

 

 

 

 

 

Mirror of Australia (Sydney) 28 Apr. 1917, 9. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10856169 

 

Newcastle (NSW) 

 
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW) 20 June 1917, 8. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10134972 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10856037
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10856169
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10134972


Penrith (NSW) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
cont… 

Nepean Times (Penrith, NSW) 20 Oct. 1917, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8960855 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8960855


1918 
 

Sydney 
 

 

 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 7 Dec. 1918, 14. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1258265 

 

 

Evening News (Sydney) 16 Mar. 1918, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12364545 
 

 

 
Sun (Sydney) 31 Mar 1918, 5 

◄ 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1258265
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12364545


1919 
 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 29 Mar. 1919, 2. 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1254487 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1254487


1920 
 

 

 
Newcastle Sun (NSW) 10 Jan. 1920, 1. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16

026996 

 
 

                                                Goulburn  

 
 

 
 

(NSW) 

 
Goulburn Evening Penny Post  

(NSW) 21 Feb. 1920, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9856

539 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Evening News (Sydney) 18 June 1920, 5. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12339783 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 15 May 1920, 14. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1249186 

 

◄ 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16026996
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16026996
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9856539
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9856539
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12339783
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1249186


 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13265860 

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 9 Oct. 1920, 9. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1247127 

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald  30 Nov. 1920, 7. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1245874 

 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1246048 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13265860
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1247127
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1245874
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1921 
 

Penrith (NSW) 

 
 

 

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 5 Dec. 1921, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1241877 

 

Grenfell (NSW) 

 

Grenfell Record and Lachlan District 

Advertiser (NSW) 5 Dec. 1921, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/11298

6953 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1241877
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/112986953
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/112986953


Grenfell (NSW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grenfell Record and Lachlan District Advertiser  

(NSW) 19 Dec. 1921, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12553027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12553027


1922 
 

 
Nepean Times (Penrith, NSW) 3 June 1922, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10735383 

 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1236834 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10735383
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1236834


1923 

 
Mittagong (NSW) 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 26 Feb. 1923, 10. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1234353 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 5 May 1923, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10377334 

Sydney 

 

 

Tumut (NSW) 
 

 

Tumut and Adelong Times (NSW) 18 May 1923, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/15852539 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adelong and Tumut Express and Tumbarumba Post 

(NSW) 1 June 1923, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10760876 

 
 

► 

► 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1234353
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10377334
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/15852539
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10760876


1924 

 

 
Northern Star (Lismore, NSW) 2 Apr. 1924, 9. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8853032 

 

 
"Near and Far." Sydney Morning Herald 21 Apr. 1924, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1227451 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13784237 

 

 

 

 
Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta, NSW) 24 Dec. 1924, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10247887 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8853032
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1227451
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13784237
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/10247887


1925 

 
 

 

 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 19 June 1925, 5. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12037750 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate  

(NSW) 18 Dec. 1925, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/15228053 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12037750
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/15228053


1927 
 

 
 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2404968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2404968


1928 
 

 
Evening News (Sydney) 7 Jan. 1928, 8. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13906923 

 

 

 
National Advocate (Bathurst, NSW) 14 Mar. 1928, 1. 

 

 
Evening News (Sydney) 9 Apr. 1928, 18. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/115526685 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13906923
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/115526685


 

 

cont… 

 
Northern Star (Lismore, NSW) 2 Nov. 1928, 7. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9133913 
 

 

 

cont... 

Sydney Morning Herald 2 Nov. 1928, 13. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1200242 
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