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To the Members of the State Convention-- -their Constituents, the 
Colored People of South Carolina, and the Friends of Liberty 
throughout the World: 

The Con1mittee appointed by the ' 'State Convention of the Colored Peo
ple of South Carolina," convened at Charleston on the 20th, 21st, 22d, 23d, 
2-±tb, and 2Gth of November, 1865, for the publication of its proceedings 
io pamphlet form, beg leave to report the folJowiog: 

V cry R espectfully, 

• 

• 

• 

ALONZO ,J. RANSIER, 
JOIIN C. DESVERNEY, 
l~OBERT 0. DELARGE, 
PAUL ~1c0AJ.JL POINS.lli'I''r , 
WILLI1\.~I D.A.RT . 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION . 
• 

FIRST l) A.1 ... • 

1\-foNDAY, ~10RNING, November 20. 

The astute Convention of the Colored People of South Carolina'' Dlet 

this day, Novcml,or 20th, at Zion Church, Calhoun Street, q.t 10 o'clock, 
A . l\1., pursuant to a call as publishoJ in the S onth Oarolina Leacler, 'vi;: : 

"A convention of the colored people oft.he State of South Cn.rolina, wilt 
asse1nb!e in the city of Charleston, ou the third ~Ion <lay of N ovcmber, instant, 
being the twentjcth day of the ULontll, for the purpn 'n ~J f dc1ihcl·ttt ing upon 
t~he pla.nf-! hc:-:;t Citluulatcrl to ~u1vitn ee the~ inten\sts ot' our people, to dev ise 
tneanR for onr llllttuttl}Jtotcetion, t'tnd to encottragc the iuJustrial in terests of 
the Bt.a te. 

"By reso1ntion adopted at ~L prelirninary meeting he1J October 2oth, it jR 
directed that each District shall be entitled to the same number of delegates 
to this convention that it sends to the I_Jower Ifousc of the State Legislature, 
and eaeh 11i&trict is hereby r equested to elect its full nun1l1er of delegates in 
ac~ordance therewith. 

''Per order. 
"1). ~L P01NSE1'T, I 
"W. E. 1\lARSI-I.A.JJL, 
"W. G. CArriPLIN, 
"ll. H. lVI:AG \VOOD, ~ OunMnittee." 
('l) . IJ. l\1ILLlillt, 
UJ AS. T. OARltOLL, 
"J. F. RUSSJ~LL, ) 

~Ir . Paul l\lcC . Poinsett called th e I:Iouse to order, and on motion, Mr. 
Thos. ~1. Holmes occupied the Chair as temporaTy P r esident. )Yir. J. 0. 
Desvcrney, by request, accepted the position of temporary Seor~tary. 

Rev. J·. C. Gibbs addressed the Throne of Grace appropriately, and in 
toucl1ing accents. 

• 
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On motion of Mr. Robert C. DeLarge, a Committee on Credentials was 
appointed, to 'wit : Messrs. DeLarge, Poinsett and Miller of Charleston, A . 
G. ]uxtcr, of Georgetown, and W. B. Nash of Columbia. 

The Co1nmittee reported the following delegates. (Tho roll as here 'vri t
ten, includes those who subsequently arrived, together with tho honorary 
1nembers, to wit :) · 

llEA UltO lt'l' . 

JON .A.TIIAN .J. vVl~IG Il1'. 

CITAH.LES'l'O N. 

P 1~ UL ~1c0.A.LL POINSETT, 
THOS. l\1. HOLl\IES, 
J. 13. WRIG 1-IT, ' 

Ail)N?JO .J. ItANSTRR, 
1 tl) B 1 1~ P T \V. ~I.' LJ H.N l~lt, 
l , .f~'J'J 1Jit L. 1\llLLi jJ lt, 
llJ~JN It Y JG. l3A ltN ~~~~''1.\ 
eT A~1JDS II. FOH.l> llAl\1, 
t.J 0 liN l30N Ul\1, 

ltOJ3I~H.'r 1'1 . DUNCA.N, 
\Vl\1. DA.It1', 
.JOFIN U . . DES\'ERNEY, 
\V. J. J~l~ODlE, 
fJ 081UP ll F. It USSELL, 
J .ACOB l\1TLJJS, 
R(JI31DH.T C. DELARGE, 
E . 1). 'V .ALL, 

F . c. n 1 ~f) v ~~ lt ~n ~J y-, 
ISII~l1\~L 1Y10UJ/l'l{IJ(~' 

l 

A . 1(. J) ES V liJ H.NEY, 
~., 1 1' 11' N Nl1''I-,,1, ~~ • • J • ) 'J l !J • • ' 

1\'I. tf. OA~ll) JJ 1N, 
lt 1\.. l\JN.LOUII, 
1 1~ D \V AJ{ l > \V lll'l,T<~. 

C' II I·~ S 'L' E Lt. 

Y A T I 1J N N ;\. ·~I J> 8 < > N, 
TTJ;JN 1.{ Y l~ltAni, 

U. \V. I l I. T f ;~ . 

. fOIIN'K ISLAND. 

SA.l\IUEL lDADJ~N n AIJJIJ l 1\.RD. 
• 

I 

KERHlTA \V. 

,JOIIN CI-IESNUT, I TIIEODORE G.A.SS. 

PRINCE O.EOitG 1~ \VIN YA "\V. 

liiDW AHJ) G. RUE, 1 1\. . G. J~AX'rlTIR, 
EDW AR.D U. RAINJJJY . 

• 

• 

W. B . . NASII, 
II. D. J~DWAl{,DS, 

• 

WLLIAM 1\1YERS, 
WI.LLIAJ\1 M. Sil\10NS. 

• 



• 

-

• 

lVIATT BROOKS, 
• 

• 

..... 
( 

SUl\!TER. · 

:r.IARCUS 
GRANT SINGLETON, 

1 A.UNDERS . 
ORANGEBURG. 

J Al\IES MoP HERSON, 
BENJAMI 

ADDISON HAYNES, 
LLOYD. 

GOOSE CREEK. . 

ISAAC ANCRUM. 

• HONOTI.ARY 1\fEMBERS . 

REv. R. H . CAIN, 

• 

MAJ. M. R. DELANEY, 
CAl>T. 0. s. B. wALL. 

I 

llEv. J. C. GIBBS, 
" 
' ' 

F. L. CARDOZA, 
E. J. ADAlVIS. 

On motion of l\Ir . A. tJ. Iti1n3ier, a Committee of five wus appointed on 
Permanent Organization, to wit : Messrs. Ransier, Ed ward White, and 
,f. n. "\Vrigbt of' Charleston, und Edward Itue and Edward l{a.iney of 
a eorge town. 

On motion of Mr. DeLargc it was ordered tbat the front, left n.nd right 
sen.ts bo approprintcd for the clergy. 

The Corun1ittee on Permanent Orgunj~ation submitted their report, con
cluding with the following nomination : 

.l\1R . 

" 
" 

Fu lt J) H 1-~su.n: ~rr. 

~'ln, . 'f. ~ I. LiOL:\lE8 , 0/u.( r lts l f, ,t. 

1\lu. 

'' 
" 

l:'OH. VI CE PR 1~81 DEN 'I':::) . 

JACOB IYIILLS, Charleston. 
J . J. WRIGI-I'l\ Beaujo1·t. 
vVl\1. ~1. 811\10NS, ColtG1n~ia.. 

I!'OR SE0ItE1'ARIES. 

JOllY C. DES VERNEY, Ol~a1·leston . 
. A.LONZO J. RANSIER, '' 
ED\V ARD C. R1\.INEY, G1eo1'[Jelo'lon. 

On motion of ~Ir. Del.~a.rgc it was ordered that the said offices be filled by 
ballot, and that a Committee of five be appointed to conduct the saru

1
e. 

~'he President, in accordance therewith, named l\fcssrs. DeLnrge, A. K. 
Desvernoy, Poinsett, l\filler and Ransier. The Committee at once entered 
upon their duties. Each Delegate then cast his ballot, after which the 
polls wore closed and the Committee reported the results precisely confirm
ing the nominations. The report, on n1otion, wus then unanimously adopted. 

The President, on taking the Chair, made a neat little speech, thanking 
the Convention for tho honor c()nferred, and making known his reliance 
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upon the members for that support in the preservation of order and the 
genet·al condu(}t of business) commensurate with the l)Urposes for which they 
had ruet. 

On motion of Mr. Poinsett, a Committee, of three, on Finnnoo, was 
n.p:pointcd, consisting of J\fessrs. Poinsett, Bonum and Dn.rt. 

On motion of Mr. Nasi}., a Committee of five was a})pointod to draw up 11 

set of Itules for the government of tho Uonvon tion, consisting of l\1c~s rs . 

Nash, Oampl.in, Brodie, Edwards, and tT. J. \Vright. 
On 1notion of jylr~ DeLnxge, a Comn1ittee, consisting of one n1cm bcr fro Ul 

each District, was appointed on tbe General Business of the Convention, as 
follows ; R, C. De Large, Charleston; J . fJ. Wrigh t, Beaufort,; tT o bn Ohcs
nut, Kershaw; J an1es l\1cPherson, Orangeburg j A. G·. Baxter, 0 oorgctown; 
Francis Davie, Chester; F . C. Desverncy, Edisto IsltLnd; C. White, 
Greenville; S. E. Gailliurd, John's Island; l\1att Brooks, S utntcr. 

On n1otion, two Door-l~eepcrs and tL 8crgettnt-n.t-Aruls) ·wore appoiu ted) 
to wz't: James Price and John l i recman, J)oor-l(copers, uutl J'ohn ]3ro\vn 

1 

Sergcan t .. at~Arms. 
On lllOtion' the Oonven tion aujourncd over to 1.0 c' clock 'Tuc~day ]1\Qt l\ 

. 91 1ng) ..J st. 

SECON D DA.·Y. 

1'U1G8UA y lYlOH.NlN (J, N OVO Jll UOl' ~ l . 

~rho Convention met tllis moruing J)Ul'suant ~o aJjoannnout. 
Rev. E. J . Adams invoked the ]) ivinc blessing. 
Judge Cowley, of Massachusetts, was invited to a seat on the floor of tho 

House. The Judge being present, rtcknowledged the co1u pliu1cnt,, arul 
made a very fine speech. He counselled moderation, <.lignity anJ fitnltl o~s , 
and advised the prosecution of our clailns to citi!lcnship. ·\Ye hau the 
right to n1ect in convention and to memorialize the powers that Le. 

J. J. \Vright, from tl1o Committee on Rules, reported the follo,ving 
• 

RULES: · 

FIRST. There shall be two daily sessions. 
~f., to 2 o'clock P. 1\'1. Afternoon Session 
the ·will of the Convention. 

Morning Session from 10 A. 
fron1 5 P. M., to continue 11t 

SECOND. One-third of the enrolled membel's shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. ' • 

• 
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THIRD. No men1ber shalllea.vo the Convention without permission from 
the P resident ., and no u1e1u.ber sha.ll be recognized, not any motion received, 
as before thG Hou~e, unle~s the t;peuker or move-r is at the time witllin the 
bar of the Convention. 

FouRTH. No membe1· shall be allowed to spen.k more than twice upon 
• 

the san1e gue~tiori unle~s by special permission of the Convention) and not 
longer than ten mtnutcs the first, and fi ve minutes the last time. 

The first rule, as originally reported, provided for one daily session. A t 
the suggestion of nf r. DcLarge it was amended. as here reported . 

• 

On nlotion of l\lr. J1a.o~ier, the repor ters of the city papers and the repre-
seu tat.ivc~ of other journals who may be in t he city, were accorded seats u pon 
the floor of th e HollRe . 

Ou n1otion of ~lr. tl . J. W righ·t, it w~.v; onlored t.hat a.ll resolution~ bo 
read to t ho 1-f ousc by the introJue~r, before their reference to the Busincs~ 
Oontm ittce 

'l'h c Husin o~s ( \J truni ttec pte~c nted a series of resolutions. l\Ir. De Large 
nlu V(.! d t1tat they l~t; ltUt(1c the ~pec i ttl ordc1· fur I :3 o'clock ~I. rl'he (iucstion 
as to whether or llot the rc~olu tions were properly before the I-Iult'1e, pro
voked quite a spiri teu dobtltc between ~l essr.) . J. J. Wright, P"ansicr, 
De Large) Simons and· Chesnut. 

The previous question being called, the l)res1dent declared th e r esolut ions 
as th c busi nc8!"5 proper be fore the tiou~c. 

On nll) tion of ~[r. Uhcsnut, 1t wrts ordered that aH resotutions r ~J<1 eLve two 
r cadiugR he fore bcin.tr pnt upon 1 tH passage . 

()n motion of .Jfr. nan \j iCl', they were th en D1UdC the Special b11sin ess fot· 
this n.ftern oon at 5 o'clock. 1t subsequent1y appeared, ltowcvcr , that in con
sequence of the cntertn.inment to take place here this evening, the Convention 
'vould be unable to transact any business. The vote wn.s thou reconsidered 
an <.1 11 y u nan i ruous co u:·W n t, the re~olution s were made the specia.l order for 10 
o'clock i\ .. lU. to-rnorrow. 

On 1uotion of 1\Ir. 1~ tl wnrd s, 1\tnj. ~1. H. l)r1ancy wo.s 1nadP nn honornry 
rnernber of tho Conycn t, jon. ()n lnoti on of )lr. Uc T;n.rgc, Crrpt.. 0 . ~.B. " ran 
was also accord ed the Hnn1c. Both of the d1 ~t1nguish cd gentlemen n.cknowl. 
edged the compli~n cnt and mttde pertin~n t n.nd olorlucnt aclJrasRuR. 

rrhe Business Oo1uarittee then reported the following reso lut ion on Educa
tion . After sotuc uobn.te) they w·cre then read according to Rule, and 
unanimously adopted : 

fflheN~as, ((I(nowledgc is power," nod an educated and intelligent people 
can neither be heltl in, nor reduced to slavery; Therefore 

R e.solvcd, 'rhat 'vc will insist upon the estab lisb 1nen t, .,of good schools f~r 
the thorough education of our children throughout the State; that, to th1s 

9 
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end, we will contribute free]y and liberally of our 1nenns, n.nd will earnestly 
and persistently urge forward every measure calculated to elevate us to the 
rank of a wise, enlightened and Christian people, 

ResoZ.ved, That we solcn1nly urge the. parents and guardians of the young. 
and rising generation, by the sad recollection of our joTced ignorance and 
degradation in tl1e past, and by the ~rigbt.and inspil'~~ hopes of' the tuturc, 
to see that schools aTe at once estabhshecl1n every n e1ghborhood; nnct when 
so established, to see to it that every child of proper age, is kept in regulur 
attendance upon the same. 

R esolved, That we appreciate, with hearts overflowing with gratitude, the 
noble and se1f-sacTificing spi!it manifested by the var]ous philanthropic and 
Christian AssociatioJJs of the North, jn providing teachers and establishing 
schools among us; nnd t.hat we cnn only best t estify such grn.tj tud c by h orntily 
co-operating w·ith them in this tl1 oir great '~ork of love and hutnunity. 

On motion, that l)Ortion of the fil'st 11ul u) providing for Aftern oon Sosr;ion, 
was suspended in view of the E ntertainn1ent this evening. 

On motion, the IIouse then adjourned 9ver to 10 o'clock A. J.\T ., \V ed nes .. 
day, 22d. 

• 

TJIJ~ J~VEN'INCt EN1.'JDltTAIN~1J~N 'l'. 

'l1he regular session of tbc Convention) which_, accord ing to th o ltulns 
adopted , sl1 ould have convened at G o'clock this evening, kindly gave place 
to a very }Jleasan t a.nd profitable> social and in tell ect~al en tortai rnuunt. 'J.'h e 
affair was gotten up to assist in defraying tb e expenses of tho Convcntio·n, 
and tickets of admission were sold at twenty-fiv e cents. The spacious hnll, 
ine1uding the gallerias) were fill ed to overflowing ut an early hour, and ({all 
went 1nerry as a marriage hell.'' The charms of n1usic were uot fnrgutt<!n, 
and u. skillful band discoursed the nt oving 1nclody of sweet sounds, to which 
p.ll hearts awarded the tribute of a willing response. 

The exercises of the evening w·ore begun by calling on tl1e 11lntform, 
Judge Cowley, of Lowell, l\1ass. H e js a lawyer of consjderable repute, 
and was Judge Advocate on Con1modore Dahlgren's staff. IIc n1ade a 
})leasing, plahi and practical speech, which was fulJy appreciated an(l h·eartily 
endorsed by the audience. It was plain to perceive that in his devotion to 
the law, he had not neglected the pass1ng events of the poHtical wo1·ld fo r 
the last decade. 

After a stil·Ting interlude from the band, Major De1n.ney ·was introduced 
to the audience. He made one of his l1appiest efforts, and that is saying a 
good deal, when they are , all haJ)PY· l-Ie completely charn1ed and carried 
away the crowded and eager auditory in one of his powel·ful and passionate 
appeals. W o will not venture even an attempt at a sketoh of the Th1njor' s 

.. 
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speech. vVe could not do hi.m justice. Only they who heard and felt it 
ca.n properly appreciate it. He dwelt on discipline and obedience to the 
laws, and showed who.t had been accomplished by it both in the Crimean 
war a.ncl in the late revolution. 

1\'Ir. H. Judge Moore was then introduced, and spoke of the delicate posi
tion in which he was placed as .a South Carolinian, as a speaker before a 

convention of colored citizens. f-Ie hud no hand in freeing the slaves, but 
since a cunventiou of

1
his O\Yn fellow citizens had passed an ordinance of 

emancipation, and dc:! clared the slaves free, he saw no inconsistency in 
addressing them us freemen. S lavery, accordiog to the constituted law of 

the State, is now <lead and beyond resurrection. The outposts h ave surren
dered., nnd the citadel rut~ht as well be given up. There can be no midd le

ground bctweeu stavery and freedotn. There is no political purgatory, no 
half-way house where 1egn.l absolu tion is to be administered. The stern logic 

of events 1nust be recognized n.nd apprecin.ted. The great battle has been 
• 

fought aucl won, and it is sheer madne~s now to attempt to dodge the r espon-
sibili ty. The South fuught gullant1y, and co mtuanded the admiration even of 
our ene1ui0s u.nll of the world. Fate dec ided u.gainst us. S \a. very 'vas the 
stake, and we lost ;, and 1 t is now the patt of patriots and Christians to lay 

down our u.rms, and n.ccept as quiet and portceable, law-abiding citizens, the 
condition of things as they are. It is not ou1· fault, but our misfortune. H e 
that docs tl1 o best hiB circuiusta llc~c.-; will nthni t does well, aots nobly, n,ngcls 
can <lo no 1uorc. I,ct us yi eld liko llt ~J n nnd eease tbo bitter strife) even of 
words. \"\Te ueed nob delude our;;e lvu:l \Vi.th the itloa that t his w::tr is to be 
fought over aga.in. Secession iti dea.rl . I t died wi th slavery anJ will never be 

' 

r eviv ed. The experiment of the last four years ough t to sa.t1:-1fy even the 

n1ost stubbol'n and obdurate. The Governrnent is stronger to.day than it 
ever was. It hn::; proved its auLH~ty to tuaintain, in tact., its in tegrity 1n the 
facu nl ouc L> f tl1 e ll1 1J~t gig;1ntic and ob.-:>tinate rt:lvolutions the world over saw . 
'J'lto ll~.: publi e i~ now n, fix ed fu.ct j a permaneut itlstitution, a house buil t 
upon a rook, agtLinst which the stonus of faction and sectional ism may bent 
in vain. If we of the 8outb will learn wisdom from the past, and are true 

to ourselves, a career of happiness and pro~perity is before us, of which we 
now, in the dny of our gloom and despondency, may little dream. 

W. B. Soott, editor and proprietor of the Oolo1·ed Tennessean, responded 
to a call for a speech, and ga-ve his audience a touch of North Carolina 

oratory with a Tennessee cross. Ho was no orator, "ns Brutus is," n.nd should 
not attempt anything on the sky-rocket or spread.eag.le order. But in a 
str:.tin of goojl, sound sense h e gave his audience a plain, practical talk on 

" the rise, progress, and present state of the cause ancl prospects of the freed-
men of Tennessee. IIe expressed himself hopeful of the future, and thinks 

• 
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that mu.tters and things pertaiujng to the good of the colored race !tre being 
pressed forward to a sure if not ~t speedy nccou1plisbruent. I-Ie spoke in Lhe 
highest torrrts of the efforts of Provisional Governor ])ro\vnlow and the 1Ion. 
Henry S. Foote, late of the rebel Congress, for their generous and praise
worthy efforts ~n behalf of the freedmen. l-Ie spoke of the assistance they 
had rendered in orga,nizin g and sustait1in g the Co!ured 2'annesscea·n nows~ 

paper. 

TI-IIRI) l)AY. 

\iV:EDNTC8DAY 1\'fon!\ING, Nove1nbcr 2~. 

The Conven tion rnct tJ1 is n1orning pursuant to ndjou n nncnt. 
'The llousc was opened with prayer by ll cv. "\Vn1. Lyall. 
The roll was cn.llctl, ttnu the 1ninutc~ of ycslcrday rcutl a11d approved. 
The Com1uitloe on CrcJ.cnt,ia.l:J rcl>or ted arrivalB of del egates f)· cnJl 

Gl'cenville n.nu rJohn'H Tslund. 
Th o Rpeciul onler ueill g a SCl'i C!-; of rc·solnt.ions introdu eL' d by the Hu~i

llCSS CDnltuittec un T11 esduy ·was th en tak l'Tl np . 1\lr. l>c Lnrgc 1noyed lo 

urncnd tbe first by striking out the scntcuec, " J\ll d t1lere:by cuu~u us t.o 1nnkc 

distiuctions a.n1o ngst ourselves.n l~. spirited di~cus::; ion c n ~mcJ 1\l·s~ rH . 

DcT.Jn.rgc> J. J. \\1 right.> P\.llnsier> Nat-~h > J{j<1wart1s un<1 ChcsnuL participating. 
l\lr. Ransier then 1oovod to nuJ cnd the lnn endincnt. by }; tJ·jk1JJ g out u/1 uil L' r 

tho 'Vord~ "be i t l~cso lv e u, '' allU endin g WitJt tl10 \\'U l'd f:i ''t1tc ll iOW; tc r s }a\'(' 1")' .'' 

The anH'nchueu t to the anl t~ ndnlt'll t was t.h en put·, nntl C:(llTi t!l l. ~o utc duhatc 
sprang up, when tl1e prcviuu~ quest ion wa~ t!alle<l. 'J'hu llnnHc Ku :-:~ tai n ed 

the Stlmc, aftor whioh tho J> resiJcnt Sln.t'cd that t1lO uusiu e,'-iH J>l'<.>lJCl' )Je furO 

the HouRc was the lloso1utions n~ tLn1cnd ed by the UJll Cll d1nent to the uulend
Iuent. A motion wus then mado to reconJutj t the ::;cries w i Lh in :-:;Lruetion, 
which was adopted, and it wns so ordcrc<.L Thjs was a Lry)Jl g sccno to tho 
ru en1bers, nnd if i·t was not st-l'lr:t(y in confonni ty with "p:u·liawerJtt.try prac~ 

tice/' it certainly furnished evidence of the necessity of being ''posteu," 
which the Convention subsequen tly run.de goou use of. 

CI.'hc Business Committee submitted the following llcsolutionA complimentary 
to General Rufus Saxton of the Freedn1cnJs Bureau. ()n motion of Mr. 
Rausie1-·, and after an eulogistic speech by lVI r. DeLa.rgc, they were ununi~ 
mously adopted : 

R esolved, That 'lihe delegates, in Convention assctnbled, representing t:ho 
colored people of the State of South Carolina., tun.kc kuowT1 our g ratitude, 
a.nd return our thn.nks to Brevet Major-General Rufus Sa.xton for the im pttr-

• 
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tial munner in which h e has gun.rded and protected the freed people of this 
Departn1ent, manifestin g ~ in all of bis intercourse with us, the spirit of the 
soldier, tha patriot and the philanthropist. 

The question here arose as to wheth er th e reading o± Resolutions by the 
Committee, was considered as its first r eading. Some debate was had, when 
it was ordel'ed, on motion of l\1r. Ransier, that the reading of such by tho 
Committee or an introducer, would only be considered as i nfornJation r eceived; 
that all such must receive two readings at least from the Secretary's desk. 

lVIr. J?oinsett read a l{eso1ution providing for a S tate Central Ootnmittec, 
which was referred to the Business Committee. 

• 

The Committee submitted the follo\lfin g Resolutions which were recom-
mitted this morning. On motion, they were adopted: 

R,·.-.rdred, That as th e olu institution of slavery h ns passed u.way, that we 
cherish in our l1earts uu J1atrcd or malice towu.rd those wh o have held out 
brethren as slaves bu t we exteucl the rigbt }u\,ud of fellowt:ihip to all, and 
mak e it our HJ> l'cial uiw tiJ estaLlish unity, peace and love an1ongst nll Dlcn. 

f ( n)u!rc rl, 'l'hu.t we encourage alllougst the frecdtncn , education , indu~try 
and CCtl llOlllJ. 

l\l r. .7\Iyen; read Bc8olutions scttjng forth our desi re to Jive pc<lccubly 
with all lll en r eferred . 

Cnpt. Wall addressed the Oon\cn tion by request. Of' course it ·was well 
r eceived . He counselled ca lmnct:iS nnu DHH.lcru tiun. di~'11ity and fin11n css . 
"Pro' e Jlltl r:-;e1 Yc~ cqnal tu tlll' en1crgL'IH:i cs upun you, nnd n11 willl)l! woll .'' 

1' It e { ' u 11 uu i tt c c r · i , u r t t~ rl H L' :-- u l u t i u 11 :-; r c 1 a L i \ · c t o a h ..; t.: 11 t 111 c· ru b c r :-; w h l' n 

the Prcsi<.le ut d ec l:u·c~<.l LhtJ Jluu~c ;tJjuurnod) the hoar uf :3 hu \' in g arri\'cd 

Convention 1uct at hal f-past 5 rather late, accordiu g to rul e. 
1\Ir . Jnlucs rx1

• ('~ll'r()11 itl\·uk c(l th r1Jl(:~f-:l ll g of Gud up on C•llr de:Ii lJ c-rutit..·U~ 

~diJJnU·H of ~J,,nlin .~· :--:c:-::,i rliJ rc..)aJ an d alJJil'O\'ed. 
'l' l H~ l{l'.so1utious int roJnccd by the CulllUJittcc th ili HHJl'ning, fo r th e iuJpO

siti ou of fin es upun all:-- l' rlt lll ~ It lhl'r:', \\l!l'u warmly dclJat~d by )fc~:-- r:-:. Hansicr, 

DcLurge, Na~h , 1~ t1wan1 s a11(1 Ch e~uu t. lt was th en put upon its pa~~ugc. 
An arn end1u ent proposed was put aud lost. The l1e:-ul ut iou was t hen put 
and u]so lost. 

On 1uotiou, it was ordereJ, that n11y ru etnhcr arri\'? ing in the IIousc five 
minut eB after roll call , n1ust r eport to the Prc!SiJ cnt, anu upon hjs fu]lurc to 
give satisfactory explanation, h e shall be reprin1an ded l.1y the Chn i r. 

~1 r. Rainey u1oved for the appointment of addi tiollul Sergeant-ut-Arms. 
It '"Tas ~o ordcre<.l, and l\1essTs. Bcnj . \ Vi1lianls aud ~1 e Alpin consented to 
serve. 

The Business Oomn1i ttee reported ltesolutions relative to a Cen t ral Com-
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mittee, introduced by Mr. Poinsett this tnorning, w·hioh wns n1aue the 
specird order for 10 o'clock A. M.) to-morrow. 

The Oo1nmittee on Credon tials t•cpottecl arrivals of delegates f'r61n Sutntcr. 
On motion, .tJ1e Ifousc then adjourned . 

• 

EVENING EN'l'l1}JJ/rAINM.EN'r. 

'fhc regulal' businc~s of the Afternoon Session wns suspcndo<l, and tho 
Convention resolved itsolf into !L ~ociuJ, convivial 1nass n1oot:ing to hc:ti· the 
speakers which hatl been appointed to 1nake ad<lrcHsos . 'rbe house wn~ 

donsoly crowded, antl the s trictes t~ order and <.l ccorutn proBide'l. 
The first speaker which occnpicd the stn.ntl waB th o ltev. J . U. GiLbH. lie 

n1ndc n tolling, spirit-stirring speech, and \V<l f.l rapturously app1aud utl . l ie 
took z1 n1 odcrate> cotu1.uon-scusc view upon tho pre~e nti stato of tho eoun try, 
as bearin g upo.n th o prospects and interc:-; tH of the frO(!tlrnon. llo ( tdvi~e tl 

educated thought, as kncJ\v1 edg-c i H tho pow(n' they Tl fJ W UJuHt uce<l. 
John Chesnut, of Onrnd en, wa~ th o next f) pua kcr. JTe d·welt on the rsu b-

j cct of laLorJ a topic of nwst vi tal int cre~ t·~ juRt at~ thiH tiruc. Lle hundlu<l 
hiH sul.>j eeL well, Hfl U Lhiuks t.hntl th o rn~ u dtlt<~ n w·ill wurk , :tltt1 Wt.n·k 'vell tlnd 
willingly, if the proper opporlnnit.i cs are aii'urd cJ thent. UiH Hpceeh 
lLboundcd in good souse u.nd ~o und logic. 

Rev. It. II. o ,~in was cu.ll cll out, and re~poud eu iu a ~llCCUh of' tllrcct 
power nnd con centrated thong;ht. Ilc hu.s n 1ni.litary wuy of llli\f'3Hjng his 
argn1ncuts, and hurlin g thetu liko au aNaluuuho u.gaitn;t the weaker porli on 
of Hto lin e~ of hi s opponent. l TG haH a fin e eo tunuuHl of language, and 
secrn ~:> to be at homo iu the higher dotuain of pl)pttltLr oratot·y. I Io UBCS 

words to express his idoaH, and not tu adorn t bc1n, and nevur F:Htcrifi ec.H 
sense to ROUnJ. rrhc fruit prcdo~inatcs over t.hc 1iowon:1J and thof:lo w·ho 
hear hint once will (ind t.he d e~irc incrcusccl to rcpcu.t tJu~ intellectual rcpat\ t. 

fiis subjects were 1free Suffrage and tJhc J...~alJ or Question) both of v?hi ch he 
treated iu an able and ntastcrly 111uuncr. 

1\:. J. ll nnsier, one of tho Secretaries, ·was tho noxt apeakor. IIo con
fin ed himself ll1ostJy to the question, "What has IIun1 dono?" ! Io n1ado 
sorue very .good points, and was frequently appJaudcd. I-I e said that an 
eminent divine of t

1
his city, in the course of a SGl'mon delivcl'cd sorne timo 

ago, iu derogation of tho African rnce) made usc of th0 follow·in g lttngunge: 
" IIan1 has never given to the world an orator; he lu~s never given to the 
world a writer, a wurrior, or man of note/' fie con tradicteu the statctnetJ t ~ilh 

.toto, adduced evidence proving thnt flam has done sotncthing ; f iam ,bas 
r 

• 
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given to the world a writer in the peTson of the celebrated Dumas; h e has 
given to the· world a lawyer, in the person of John S: Rock, now practicing 
at the ba1· of the Supreme Court of the Un ited S tates; he has given war
riors in the persons of the many thousands who defended the Union in the 
late war with hetoic va]ot and by their strong arms a.nd brave hearts the 
American Government stands to-day, in all of i ts beauty and integrity, o. 
fixed fact; that man is capable of self-government, by education, by the 
exhibition of moderation and magnanimity, and "by U:nity, much can be done . 

In response to a call from the OhaiTman, R. C. DeLal'ge, of the Charles
ton delegation, appeared upon the 8tand, and entertained the large and 
jntelligcnt audience ior fifteen minutes in a sp~ightly and lively strain, which 
indicated n. quick perception and a fluent delivei,'Y. II is exordium was th e 
graceful, poetical, and welt timed, and he commanded the undivided atten~ 
tion of tl1e l:fousc durin g his address. lie chose for his subj ect, a E ·quality 
hcforc the lnw ,)) which he di~cussed with a force and ability which is not 
often attained by those who have not nutde pub li c speaking the gr eat sub-

- I.; 

j cct of their lives . lie was ch aste, pointed, and comprehensive, n.nd exhi-
1 

bited a knowledge of the re]ations of po}jtica] equality not often possessed 
outside of the legal profession. .H e did tbc subject justice and himself 
much credi t, being fl'eguently interrupted by the applause of the crowded 
auditory. 

J . J. \\Tright, Attorn ey :1t law, and n. de1c,ante from 13cuufor t, closed tbe 
deJi gh tfu1 exercises of tl1e evening, in a spocth ·whi ch occupied n wid e arHl 
con1prebensivc ran ge of tLough t. l-Ie touched, ,Nith a light and graceful 
hand , fL variety of topics, and, like the hu1nming-bird, extracted ncctudnc 
sweets fron1 every opening flower . I-Ie passed with ai ry step aud elegant 
cnse '(from arave to rrny fron1 lively to severe" and yet never O'Ot in to 

t' b ' ' . r-
swjrrnnin~ w·ac cr, nor bccai:ue lost in the ' 'tangled \Vildcrn ess of s wee t~," 

throu~h w hieh he wns led by the line of thought. fii s analysis of tho 
physi(1uo of the nagro and his physiological, phrenol ogical) and corporeal 
peculiarities, was both p1 cas1ng and instructi1o. lt wus true tlmt the 
Ethiopcan could not change hi:; skin the white 1na.u, in some instnn ccs, 
had chan ged it ior hi1n, nud had giycn ~uch a delicate touch to the Ji gh t.s 
and shade8 that it is harli to tell ·where Africa ends and Oaucassia co\n-

• 

menccs. 
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• FOUl{Tfi DAY·. r • 

TilURSDAY, November 23 . 

Convention met this morning ·at 10 o'clock. 
llev. J. 0. Gibbs invoked the ]) ivine blessing . 
The roll waR called. The tninutes of the previous Afternoon Session were 

roo.d ~u1 d U.}Jproved. 
'l'be Apeoial order, being ltcsolutions on '' Central Oommitteo,'' wn.s taken 

up . T.t was tl clm.ted by l\1cssrH . .r. c. Desverncy, rT. J. vVright, Poinset(·,, 
J)cLurge, (}ttsB and others. A 1noHon to rccon1roit, with instructton, waR 
nuoptcd, nnd it \\ras so ordered. 

Brevet 1\injor-Gcncral Haxton and Ua ptai n 1\ctchuln haviug ju~t come in, 
on 11Jotion of l\'l r . . Le]....~argc, they were accorded a. scat 0 11 th e 1loor of the 
Ilouso, which 1vas aeknowlcd.~ed hy the tlistinguishc<l guests iu brief 
speeches. 

General Saxton Ha id that he did not co1ne to n1nke a speooh ; h e Aitnply 
ca1uc to pay1 hi ~ respect~ to tho <Jonvontinn ; ho sy1npathiFmd with t he 

object, t111d hoped that th e tin1u W:tH not ihl' d i ~ t~unt \V hcu \V C would get all 
wo ruay ask .for. 

Captain J\ ctchnm followed prctt,y 1uu eh in Lhc Harne Rt.ra.1 n. 
l'lr. ~I. J. (illlll l ;li u read n ~e ri cH of' HC!-; t)lu l.ions re lative to education, tho 

cstnblislnncnt of a banking house, etc., etc., which were rc!'urn;d. 
'J'hc J3uHincss Uom1nittce subn1it tcl1 ltesolutiuns re1aLivc to l'reodmcn n.ll d 

ulwn<lonod lnncls, ·whi ch, on ntotion of 1\lr. Nash, and after sou1e delmte, and 

the rend in g of n. r,apcr l >y rd r. Natnnel Bcunctt, bearin~ upon t i H~ Hubjeet 
JlJ nLtor of th o l{csolutions, -rvero indciinittdy postponctl. 

.~l CHsrs. Hl'iutl ancl 1\ IouH ri u h c~·.!..( c d t'ur leave of' absuu eo, iutportant l>usi· 
ne.ss call\ ng thcnn a\vay. Urn.l1Lod. 

'J'hc JJuei ncss Uou1wittec suLrniU.etl .H.ctio lutionR, recounnitted tl1iH ruorn· 
i ng, ' viLh anlCiltlrneuLs. On 111otion, they were adopted, to wit: 

l~Nwlverl, 1'hat a Uonnn1ttcc of five fro tn Uharl cst~on , n.ntl one frou1 ouch 
otht: l' l> iHtrjcfi, l>c appoin tcJ; arH1 tLat wh en this Uouve ntion adjourus, it 
stuntl HU1Jj cet to the call of' S<ti<l ()uuHui tt~ee ; a.nJ they are hereby required 
to give nccc~~ary puhli eity to Hi.t.id eall , Ho that t hoHe District:; not uow repre
sented UHLJ be so whenever 'vc uwy tneet~ again , agreeably to whi.nh the 
fo llowing gcntlmuOil wcro appointed, vi~ : 

STAT J~ OJDNTJ ~. A J.J Cf) Ml\ii'r'J~E I~. 

Cha,?·lc8ton. PAUL 1\:IoUA LrJ Poi NSl~T·.r, 1\. r,oN~o J. ltANSI.mn., WlL
LIAI\'1 DAR'l', J onN J3oNuiYr, SAM u J tiJ.~ L. ]3JEN N E'I''l' . 

CoLleton . F. 0. D;esvi~RNBY. 
Chestc'r. FRANCIS DAVIE . 

• 
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Bett·i~f'ort. J ONATIIAN J. "\VRIGR'I'. 
Gree·nv·ille. 0 . \V HITE . 

.. John's Island. S. ID. GAILLIARD. 

St. Jr:t:1nes Goo.se 01·eelc. IsAAO ANORUM. 
R·1~chlwnd . W. B. NASH. 
f,1un~ter . MAT'!' BROOKS. 
GeorgetO?JJn · A. G. BAXTER. 
Oran,gebu1·g. Jorrtf McPHERSON. 
K ersha·w. J OHN C HESNUT . . 

On motion of ~ir. Nash, ~Ir. T. M. I-Iolmes, President of tho Convention, 
was made e::c o.fficio Ohu,irma.n of the Central Committee. 

On motion, Dr. B. H. Boseman, of 'rroy, New York,. was accorded a seat 
on the floor of the fiousc. The Doctor being present, acknowledged tho 
compliment in a neat address, complimen ta.ry to the Convention. 

'l' hc Business Committee submitted the following rcsolution3. On mo· 
tion tboy "'tVOre unan imously adopted : 

l f.£?."o1rC'd, 'rha.t it is with deep regret that we perceive a willingoess on 
the part of some of the people of this State to believe that there is danger 
of u.n in Hurrectiou by the '':Negroes/' and we take this opportuni t.y of 
makiug it ku own to the world, that our past career as law-o,bi<ling SUBJEOTS, 
shall be strictly adhered to as Jaw-abiding citizens . 

On motion of 1\ir. Rainey, ~Ir. Coombs, of l\fussachusetts, was accorded a 
seat on the floor of t.he I-Iouse. 

11r. l)fyers wanted to know if the Business Comn1ittee had the power 
of throv;io.g a R esoluti on under the tabl e i.lnd say nothiog about it to 
the Convention. 'l'hi ~ question gave rise to a sprigh tly debate, ·whon, on 
motion of ~I 1·. Ransier, it was 

Ordered, That the Business Comu1ittee report to the Convention all such 
n1atter 1 numing the llesolut ions and layiug them ou the Secretury'B desk. 

The Comwitt.ce subscq1:1ently reported unfavorably upon several, repro
ducing th r tu, wh en, on mot ion of ~lr. Duncan, the Committe.e was required 
tu p(Jin t out objcctiou8, anll auucx the same to their report. 

T he hour of adjournment having u.rri-ved, the President declared the 
Ilouse nujourned. 

All'TERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met at 5 o'clock prayer by 1\Ir. Pickenpack. 
The roll was cn.lled . Minutes of ~1orning Session read and npproved. 
'fhe Business Committee reported resolutions for printing in pamphlet 

form five thousand copies of the proceedings of this body. On motion they 
were adopted, and the Ohair appointed ~1essrs . Ransior, DeLarge, Poinsett, 
J. C. Desvern~y, and Dart, in accordance therewith. 

On motion, adjourned. 
~ 
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E"VENING ENTJ~R'rAINn1EN'r . 
After t1te regular br1ttle of the dtty, the eveni.og skirn1ish by t.,hc sharp-

, 
shooters is looked forw c.u·d to ,vjth peculiar interest. 1'his pyrotcehn ic:d 
display of the torpedoes of poetry and sky-rockets of orntory speiJ nJ on,f5' 
their fiery track, and the whiz and buzz n.nd frcqr~cnt ux plosion tnaJ.e tl1c 

• 
'' grand, gloomy and pecu1iar" la rgely predon1inunt. 'rhc spen.kors 'verc 
greeted by the usual crow<led and eager auditory. ~rhe l1u1l ur1d galleries, 
which will seut fully two thoustlnd per-sons, were CI'OYnled to suffocation. 

The ball WilS opened by nir. Edwin Oooznbs, of 1\iasrwchusetts. Ile read 
nnd criticised u leading editoria1 in one of the city papers, on the subj ect 
of the honesty, industry, anll general capabi lities i·or self.gove t·znlJC'n t a~ 

exhilJi tcd by tuo froedn1eu unilet tho now ? ' r~.t;iinc . l\lr. Cl)urnbs thought th o 
urtidc in question ru.thor ' 4 foggy," abou11tlin g "nuro in typogtaphi unl nn,l 

· ed itorial blunders, than in sound son:>o uud Jogiou l cooclusious. TllO 
spcukcr lntn dlcil the urlicle wi thout ~loves, and proved the 1.1 t.tcr falla cy of 
the pupuJur iJ c~~ that editor:; either d,;, or sltouJt2 ktlOfl' everything. 

Sergeuut Thomas I.~o n g , of Lhc first 8 . 0. Colored ~rroopH, was next eall.ccl 
to the stantl, uod mndc a Davy Urockct, otl t'rt_ptanr/n?n .speceh that, 1lad 
consiclernb1e point antl po)\'Or. I{c propose d to tak e tJ1 c bell off J\ lassnc1HI
sctts and put it upon 1 ~otrth Carolina. lio was pl ca~e tl to r c rH] cr UHIO 

C;osHr the things that arc ();u:.;a r's, and ho ·would not pluek n ~1nglc g rC L' Jl 

\.\'J·eath fro1u thL~ .~ l u riuus 5±th _\ ia~:;ac11u.-;cttB l{cgiment. 1~ut t.h c Hrct 
South c~l l'Olina Oolorcu lt eg·im eut had preceJ enco in point of orgi1ni~uti rm. 

She 1vas ''first at the cross and lu.~t at tho grave j' ' and wh en the n11nals of 
this war shall be \Vritten up, it \Vi1l be foun<l that sh e hns mnclc her n1ark 

not only upon tho Lloolly field of battle, but npon the ilhnuin ed scroH of 
freedom. 

U o ¥ . B . F. R il n i1 o 1 ph r c :-; p <J n d c d (' o a c a 11 fro n 1 t h o P r c s i dell t i n a s p l' c c h 
abouudi ng in thought, and cnfurcou hy a serious (!u rn et-\tucss whielt itH ~ 

pressed the ruinds n.nd comruanded the atteution of thu liuuse. Ilo is a. 
pleu ~ing speaker, calm und deliberate, a.ntl took the position Lhat thought, 
like tl1c ladies1 '<when unadorned is adorned the most." \V c regret our 
inability to give the protniocnt points of this exec 1\ ent adJ rcss. 

Allen Coffin, l~sq., editor of the L cac.let, was then 1ntroducec1, und, 
though laboriug under the effects of a late severe indispotiition, J1 e was, 
nevertheless, enabled to adJress the 1-Iouse iu a, plee:tsing and instructive 
stru.iu for some fifteen minute~ . He cheerfully bore testi1uony to the ttccu
racy and justice of Sergeant T_Jong's reuun·k~ in Teferenco to the colored 
so1cliers of 1\lt\Ssachusetts and South Ottrolina; and, while he would not 
jJluck a single latu·cl fro!n the gnrhtud of the Palmetto State, h o would say 
in the lu_nguage of a most d1stinguisbed Senator, in rep1ying to one of South 
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Carolina's nblest stateetnen " 1\fassaohusett.s! there sl1e stands, and needs 
no eulogy from me t '' He spoke of i1npartial suffrn.ge, and advocated tl1e 
right of the colored n1an to the elective franchise, because it is just, and 
bacause the Dcclara.tiou of Independence se ts forth that " all m en are created 
equal,'' and the United States Constitution guarantees a r epublican form 
of governn1cnt to nil the States, ('anything in tl1e conBtitution or ln.ws of 
any S tate to the contrtlry notwithstanding." A government based upon an 
olign:roby of the skin is not republican in fornL H e .,,.as equally interested 
in the ri ght of uni vers1tl suffrage with the colored man) as be h ad not exer
c-ised th nt ri gh t, although not denied hiru by the ~ aw; but ho had refrained 
frc.nu t he privileges of ·th e bnllot-box because the original Con ~ti tuti on -which 
guarau tceu antl protec ted the _,\Jrican slave t rade for twenty years, was 
"a covcu~u1 t with tl(~ath aud un ag reen1ent wit h hell.'' ITis inten tion wns 
never to vute Ull ti l t h u~ sHcrctl ri ght of a freeman wns alike g ranted to all 

' # l ... 

n1cn, u o lc~s ltc shuu ld vote u pou the su hjcct. of conferrin g the elect ive 
f rn11 e11 :ke npuu al lloya l _\..lll crioans. 

Dr. ) 1. G. Canl p1 in, of the Chnrlestoo TJelegatiun, wns th e next speaker . 
lie dcf'cnd cJ. th o frecc11ucn agniust the c1targc of icll eucsR ao tl i)j)pr ovidencc, 
n.ild insi8ted thnt they were doing adul ira1J1y for the clHtnecs t hey had . Tho 
privileges nod nclvnntagcs hi tLe rto accurded tucu1 l1:HJ been, lik e angels' 
visitR, ft~W ant1 far ll(~ t,n ·e 11. J3ut with all tlj t1:-i \' nllt...;iJL; prv . ...:~ urt~ . ;-:dm t~ of 

t h c m h ad 1 u a n a g ~ d t 1 ) 11 i (' k u p ~ t f'l' '\ · :-- c r a p :-> u r k ' 1 1 , w lc d ,!.! t: a 1 lll a 1 i 1 d e 11 w n c y , 
and ·with th:\t h1uit cd ~tu\.:k. h e hupeJ they won\d nu\'-t lHaku a T\ L! W ~tart 

under more favorable au::;piccl'3 . II o tllough t the future was ·nlOrc Lri gh t 
and proruising t han some anticipt·ned, ancl that ufter n. while, yrhe ii t iu1o had 
effaced some of the bitter n1emorics of the late confli ct, the Yrhi tc n1an and 
the black u1an ''Tou lll consent to be friends and brothers, and live together 
in pence und lnu mouy. 

l\lr. R. 0 . J )cLargc , of the Charleston Delegation, was tl1 e ]ast speaker, 
and c}oged tho exercises of tho evening by a runniu g coUJlu en tnry uponsoru e 
flings of a city journal at the chUr llCter anU position of the freedmen in 
general. IIe n1ade out his cusc well , aud showed that " rank was but the 
guinea stamp; th e n1an's the man for all that." The confl ict of nrn1s is 
past all that thu t can 'vin for us is already won. But there i:3 a question 
to bo solved a moral battle to be fought. The sin1ple act of emancipation, 
if it st<;1ps there, is not worth n1uch. We are not freemen till we at ta\n to 
all the rights aocl privi leges of freemca . ' Vithout these, we will still have 
to be governed by laws that we have no vojce in u1aking, and sub1n it to tax 
ation without representation. This is the very }Jurd en thn;t the heroes of 
'76 fought through a seven years' war to rid themselves of, and this is what 
we are now contending for; and if we are true to ourselves and ouT country 
it will be aw~nded us . 
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FIFTH DAY. 

FRIDAY MoRNING, N ove1nber 2LJ: •. 

The Convention mot this morning. According to rule, J\1 r . R,obcrt Dnn
can invoked the Divine blessing. The· roll ·was culled, tho n1inutos of the 
previous Afternoon Session were read, corteotcd and approved. 

NI.r. William M. Sin1ons call ed for tho report of th e Finance Comluittec. 
1\ir. Poinsett, from the Commi ttee, subsc<J_uontly submitted th e foll ow ing : 

The Oo1nmittee on Ii,inn.nce beg lco:vo to r eport the follo,viug to the Con
vention: 

1 NCO l\IE li'RO lti EN 'r:EltT AIN MEN T . 

To 25th November ... ..................................................... $225 55 
EXPENDTURES. 

Advertising call for Convention .......... ... ..... . ............... $] 2 (>0 
:F'or printing OircuhtrB ................. . ....................... . ... 10 00 
, :>"' • • T · k ~, () 0 J.•or J)Tlottng tc ets .. , ............... .......... , ............. . .... . 
lf or ltl usj c .... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] -4- U 0 
For services of Sexton ......................... .. ............ ...... 10 OU 
1ror Gas bill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . .......... , . ~.:t t)O 

~~77 GO 
Ba1anoe in hands .......................... ....... ....... .... .. .. $ 1 -t ~ Of> 

Very respectfully, 

On motion, the report was adopted. 

J?AUJJ ~l eU. 1)01 N~I.) J1J 'l''l', 
'\VI L Lii\. wf I> 1\ll'l', 
fJ 0 lL~ B<) N lJ l\1. 

On motion of 1\'fr. 1'. Jj. ~~fill er , t1 Coutnli tt.oc of {]tree wns appointed to 
furnish refrc~Jnn entR for the Oonventjon at noon, which was attended to in 
style, n.nd of which it rn n.y be renlurkcd here the n1 cnl bcrH partook hastily, 
though I) len tifullyJ as the dishes of t ho gcntlcn1anly en LcrerA, the l\ T cssrA. 

Fodhu.ms', fully (or emptily) attcstou; we ca.Ht a lingcting look Ln.ckwnrds 
and sighed for the nbsen t ones those oysLers. 

The Business Committee reported u nHn'orably upon a llesolutiun on taxa~ 
tiou. On motion, the report wns ad opted. 

'l' hc Committee also subrnittcd the followin g 1\,csolutions, w·bichJ on mo
tion, and after receiving two readings, wore adopted : 

R esolved, That we, the delegates in Convention, representing tho colored 
people of the S tate of South Ca1·olina, do carncst,ly request t1Jc G·ovcrnment 
to continue the Freedn1en's Bureau unti l such t in1e nB we nrc fully protected 

.. in oul' 1)ersous nnd pl'oporty hy the laws of the State . 

• 
• 
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R esolved, That we fully approve of the oour.se of the .South Oarolina 
Leader and pledge ourselves to its support. 

Also the following, which was amended by motion of 1\ir. Robert Duncan: 
R esolved Thut we endorse that portion of t he State Constitution (Jf South 

Carolina that declares that ,, all power is vested in the JJeople, and an free 
governments are founded upon t.hei1• a1.ttho'rity,. and are insti.tut~d for their 
peace) safety and happiness," and that we reJ ec~ th e constructto.n that l1aa 
been placed upon it vesting the right o~ suff~·age 1n only. one p_ort1_on. of .. the 
people ; and that while we accept quahficattonsJ we reJect dtscrJ.nunatlona 
because of color. 

On motion of I\lr. DeLargc, the rules applicable to hours of adjournment 
was suspended) nnd, on motion the Convention, aujourned over to B 
o'clock, P. 1\1. 

A F'I'ERN OON SESSION, 

Convention met, pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by R ev. J. 0. Gibbs. 
R o1l called. l\Iin utcs of i\Iorning Session read nnd approved. 

Tbc J~usin csB Oorumi ttec brought forward the followin g named docu
ments : 1st A J3ill of l"1ghts and \Yrongs. 2d. An Address to the Peo
ple of South Carolina. 3d . .1\.. Petition to the Senate and IIouse of Repre
sentatives of the 8tate of South Oarolina. 4th. A .i)leiuorin.l to the U nited 
States Congress . (Appended in full.) 

On motion of i\Ir. J. J. \Vrig ht, they were adopted. 
On motion, R.oys. tJ. 0 . Gibb~, 1~ . L. Curu ozo, B. J. 1\.chuns, and R. II. 

Cain, were cdected honorary ruetubcrs of this Convention. 
On motion, the H ouse adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SIXTH DAY. 

SATURDAY, November 25. 
I 

Cnuvcntion n1 ct at lU o'cluek, \ .. icc-President J. J. \\Tright in the Chai.r. 
Iloll called. ~1 iu utcs of the prc\"iou;".; .A.ficrnoun Session read and a p

proved. IJra.ycr by l tev. 'r illi tLru Ijyall. 
l\Ir. J. C. Dc.sverney read l{.csulutious on l~"'ederal taxat ion a nd representa

tion, making known our willin gness to assuo1c th e former, provided ~'C have 

guaran teed to us the right of the latter. It wn.s ref(~rred, nod the Oonlln\t
tea subsequently reportetl unfavorably upon t he same. 

On motion, tho Con1ruittee's report was tabled, and the llcsolution warmly 
debated 1\lessrs. Ransier and J . C. Desverney for adoption, and !ticssrs. 
DcLarge and Nash ag~~inst it On a motion to adopt, i t was considered 
lost. 

~ n1otion to ~<:cons ider, ~y E. C. f.aiocy, prevailed, . nnd upon its being 
n.ga1~. pu~, upon 1t7 pa~srlge: 1t '\Vas lost by a, vote of e1ghLeen to sevcutee u; 
the PresHlent vutlug 1u the n eg;ative. 

• 



• 

• 

The Committee submitted the following Resolution, which wns unani
Inously adopted : 

Resolved, That in the death of the late President of the United Stntes, 
ABH.AllA:i\1 LINOOTJN, th'is nation has 'sustninctl an irrepnrablc loss, and we, 
as a raoe, deprived of a noble fri enu. We ~ynJpathir-o with his ailiicted 
family, and will ever hold his nnrnc iu grateful remetnbrancc. 

1\.lso til e fo 11owi n g : 
Resolved That we hereby obj ect to a " negro code," or any other c1af's 

legislatio n by the State, considerin g ns we do t.lH~ ~a.1n c to lJc unjust nnd 
anti-r<!publican. In ou r hundJic opin ion, a code of Jaws f'or th e g~')vcrnmuut 
of ((l1, regardl ess of eolor, i~ nl1 thnt is necessa ry fur the advancerncnt of th e 
iotercst,s and prosperity of the S tate. 

lr1r. DcLarge 1uoved that the ( ~ o tn JH i ttL't~ on Printi ng be al1ow c(l to 
nnl~nd th e Til CnJori nl to ('on~ress by Rtriki n~ nut the l a~t sc. · ten<;o ot' tlt e 

(_ -. \. . 

tenth C. )UllSC, nud inserting lho WOrt1~, '' uncl Cl' a1l ClrCU lllSt.n.nccs" cn rl'i l'tl. 
~['h e Contu1ittce was nlso en1powcrecl t,) n)n kc 'W ,.7,nl alteratioi~ in nny of the 
tl oonmcnts or proc.eed1n p;~ thn.t 111ay ~cc tn prnpcn to th.rn1 ; ab1) thnt the 
Iuode and n1anoer of for wnrc1 iug the ducunt cut.s bo left tiJ tho C h :~t·lcston 

delegatio n. 
~l' h c following ltcsolution wn:; roa<1 l >y .)fr. H.an~i cr , rcf'crretl , and ~ubsc 

q u c n t l y a cl opt c ll : 

lle~o/t.:r?d , Thnt th e Hill of Hights nnd "\~r ron~~~ tlt e .. \lc1uorial to tho 
Ur1i tcd States Con gn~~s, th e .PctLtiun tn tltc ~ ta te Lcg-iHia ture th e 1.\ ddres~ 
tu the P c, lpl c, and all other f tcsu lu Liun~ and cnact. tu cn ls of Lhi::-; ( 'un venLio n, 
he auJ thl~ ~atnc arc hcreuy ratifi ed nn<l llna11y appn)\'CLl in tlt e ll:tll W nnLl 
0n behalf of t.he co1orcd JJCnple uf 1ht 1 ~~t at.e (If ~outh Carolbt:t, Cttit c<1 R t atc~; 
u f .A 111 e r i e a t. h i .~ ~ ;) t h d a y o 1' .\ u r c I ll l1 c r , .. : \ . P . 1 ~ t1 f> . 

Tltv 1 1 rc' ~' 1d e nt nrrivcd a.nd touk 1 ti:o~ t-,t;at.. Tho thank ~ o!' th e Co nve ntion 
wcru tuntl crcrl to t.11o J.>n·;4idc nt and ,t·iL!cretHrit.•s 1 whi (: h were nek n ow l cd~ed by 
the in cutnhents jn brief addrc:-i:'l'S; :lH :tl ~ o Lo the C!o n grc~atlu n of this 
Uh tJrch, (Zion, J)rcsbyterian,) the ~orgc~nnL-nt~ .A n11s , Dnn t·kecpers and 
othcn; . 

Clo8i ng u.thl rcsscs were 1undc by :\ I e :s~ rs. ,J. J . "\\'right, of' .Ben.uf'ort, b u
ward \Vhitc, of Oltarl eston F. C . . ne~vC' rn cy, of' I1~di~to J ~la ncl , \V. ]~ . Nash, 
uf Uolu ml,ia, 'V il lia Jn Darti, of' ( ~ har les ton) ctl!d o th er~ . 'J:his extraor
din ary UH.wting, unknown in t.ltc hi ~ t<n·y ()C , 'u nt. h Oarolillil, when it is cou
sjdercd who oo mposcd it, and fo r what ) Jlf,'J'})()M'S 1t was allotl (~ ( 1. to assemble
and extraordinary because of (ull IILhlfJ·~ considered,) the unanimity of sen
t iul en·t, tbe general good feeling, th e onlcr aocl pcucDfnln o~s which chnrac
torized it.s deliberations was brought to a close, (bubj eet to be call ed 
together at any tim~ by the Central Uonnnittcc,) wilh a pray or by Mr. James 
T. On.rro11, )Vh p invoked the ·oivino b1cssing upon the head of th~sc in whose 
hunJs to so1ue extent arc the dcsti nics of the colored people of our State. 
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ADDRESS 
OF TI-IE COI.10RED S'rATJn 0()NVENTION TO TI-IE PEOPLE 

OF TI-lE STATE OF SOUTII OA.ROLINA. 

• 

• 

• 

FELLO~V CITIZ ENS: We Jutvc assctnblcd ns uelegates represen tiug the 
colored people of the State of South Carolina, in the capaciby of State Con
vention , to confer together and to deliberate upon our intell ectual, moral, 
induRtriul, civil, and political co ndition ::tH affected by the great changes 
which have taken place in this S tate and throughout this whole country, · 
nod to dev ise \vays aud nteans which may, through the b lessing of God, 
tend to our iulprovewcnb, clevcttion, nnd progt·css; fully believing that our 
cause is ouc which co1uruends i t~e lf to all ~ood 1ncn t,hroughout the civilized 
worl d ; that it is the s n.crc~ cau;.;e of t ru th and righteousness j thut it pnr
ticularly nppcal ~ to those profess iu g to be governed by that Telig ioo which 
teaches to "do unto aU 1nen a:1 you \tonl tl ha ve then1 Jo unto you.)) 

'J'hesc principles we co ucciYc to cu1hody t he gre:tt duty of ruau to hi~ fcl
lllw 11ln n ; atHI, us 11ir 11, Wl! a.:-ik ouly tube iu cludeu in a 11ructicul applica. t io11 

uf th is lll' llll'i jdC. 
"\r C fee l thi.lt tlt cju .,{llt'~S of 0 111' C~tUC)O i~ iL SUffi cient apology fu r OU l' CO Uf:-)0 

• 
at t hi :-; tiuH~ . ll erctoforc we ha.ve had uo ave nu e~ opened to us or our 

children we have hud no fire::1 idos th~1. t we conld caU our own; none of 
t h u:-;c i u cc n ti vc:-3 to wurk for Lhe de vclo pm cut of our minus au <.l th e aggra. n ~ 
dizeru cnt of' (ntr race in Cl) tlll llt) n with other 1)copk . 'rh e Ul OU::lurc;:; whi eh 
have been ntluptecl f'or thn du \·e lop tn cnt uf whLte 111 en's childreu haYo beeu 
denied to us u.n d our~ . 'f he law::; '"'hi c h h a.vc 1uaJc vrh i tc n1en g reat, hn. YO 
degraded us, been. use we were colorcu, anJ lJ ccausc we 'vere reduced tu ehat te l 
slavery. But now th c~t we arc f rce t11 en, now that we hn.ve been li fte d up 
by the providen cc of God to n.utn huod, we have resolved to come forward , 
and, like 1\IEN, speak anti act for ourselves. V{c fully recognize the truth 
of tho ruu.xim that "God l:.elps tho~e who help themselves." In making 
this appeal to you, we adopt the langungc of the iunuortn.l Declaration of 
Indepondencc, '' tht~t all men are created equal," and that "life, libcrt,y, and 

the pursuit of happinessn nre the right of all_; that taxation and represen .. 
tatiou should go together; that governments ure to protect, not to destroy 

• 

• 

• 
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the rights of mankind ; that the Constitution of the U nitcd States was 
formed to establish justice, to promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to a11 the people of this country; that resistance to 
tyrants is obedience to God arc Americ~n principles and p.1n.xiros; and 
together they form the constructiYe elements of the American Government. 

We think ~'e fully comprehend n.nd duly appreciate the principles and 
n1easures which compose this platforn1; and all that we desire or ask for is 
to be placed in a position that we could conscientiously and legitimately 
defend, wich you, those principles n.gainst the surges of despotism to the 
last drop of our blood. We have not come together in battle array to as4 

sumo u. bou.stful attitude and to talk loudly of high-sounding principles or 
unn1eani.ng platforms, nor do we pretend to any great boldness; for we 
know your \Vealth and greatness, and our poverty and \vcakness; and al
though we feel keenly our wrongs, still we come together, we trust, in a 
spirit of 1neekness uud of patriotic good ~ will to ull the people of the State. 

· But yot it is some consolation to know (uud it inspires us with hope w11 en 
we refl cot) thn.t our cause j s not al ono tl1 e cuuse of fi vc 1n illions or colored ruon 
in this country, but we are intensely alive to the fact tbat it is also the 
cause of millions of oppressed tncn in other cc pttrts of God's beau tiful ear th/' 
who arc uow struggling to be free in th e fullc:;t sense of that word; and 
GoJ ar1 d nature u.re plcugeu in its triuu1ph . \Vc are An1cricans by birth, 
n.ud ·we u::;~ure you that ·we arc ~l.n.1c r i<;ans in feeling; and, in spite of all 
wrongs which w·c have long and si len tl y endured in this coun try, 't-Ve \VOU ld 
still e.xclaiu1 with u. full heart, '' 0 .r\merica ! with all thy faults we love 
thee still." 

• 

BT'cnt hcs thcz·e n mnn with soul so dead 
\VIto never to hitH!:)C if lw.Lb said-
" Thi~ i~ mv own . my native la tH1! 11 

• • 
\\r l to~(' hcnt·t h:llh ne\·r witl1iu 1Jiu1 hntncd 
,~\ s home hi s footsteps lte hath turneJ, 
Ft·o:n wundet·il1 g in n. forl!ign strand? 

. 

Thus we would address you, uot as enemies, but as friends a.nd fellow-
countrymen, \vho desire to dwell among you in peace) and ·whose destinies 
nre interwoven, and linked with those of the Arncricn,u people, and 
heuce ruust be fulfilled in this country. As descendants of a race 
feeble and Jong oppressed, we n1ight with propriety appeal to a great and 
magnanimous people like A rnericnns, for special favors and en courngemen t, 
on the prin ciple that the strong should aid the ,,.reak, the learned should 
teach the unlearned. 

But it is for no such purposes that 've ra1se our voices to the pcoplo of 
South Carolina on this occu.sion. '\"Ve ask for no special privileges or pecu
liar favors. We ask only for euen .. hancled Just~·ce, or for the removal of such 

• 
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positive obstructions and disabilities as pas&, and tbe rcccn t Legislators have 
seen fit to throw in our ·way, and h eap upon us. 

vVithout any rr1tional cause or provocation on our p:1rt, of which we are 
conscious, {tS a people, "\Ve, b-y the action of your , Convention and Legislo.. 
ture? have been virtually, t~ad wibh few exceptions ex.c1uded from, first, the 
rights of citizenship, which you cheerfully accord to strangers, but deny to 
us ·who hnve been born and reared in yoJl.tr 111idst, who wc1·e faithful ·while 
your grctttost t,rhllB were U110n you) nnd hu.ve clone nothing since to me1·it 
your disapprobation. 

vV c u,rn <.lcnicd the ri gh b of giving our 'testimony in li ke n1anner ~itl1 that 
nf onr whi te fellow-citi zens, jn the coul'ts of t ho Sta,ta, by which out per
florn~ and J)ropert,y are subj ect to every species of violence; insult and fraud 
w i tl1 out r e J ross . 

\V c arc al r;o )>y the pt·csent laws, not only denied the right of citizenship, 
the in ostju1ablo righ t of voting fo t those who ru1B ov·or us in the land of our 
bir th , bnt by t1H~ so~ca1leu }~lack Code we are deprived tbe rights of th() 
Jncuno:-;t ptuftigatc in the country tho Tight to cngt\gc in any legiti1nate 
bus in ch~ free fl'o tu a.ny restraints, sa\'O d1oso w·hich govern all other citizens 
o t' t h i~ .S ta'to. 

Yuu hu.ve by your .Legislittivo notions pliLccd barriers in the way of our . 
eJue1LtiounJ aud Hleelutnico.l iu1proven1cut ; you hi~'l G given UR little or no 
onc• ourngen1cnt to pur:;;nG agri eu lturrll -pursuitH, l1y rcfu~ in g to sell to ug 
lc.Ln d:-;, ·l11lt~ u r~a ni~Je su0ietics tu briug for(~ i gners to yunr coun try, n.nd thrust 
ur; out or rcd uvo U;·t t t> a sc!rfdo1n, i 11 tul erablo to Jllcu born amid the progres~ 
l)l' ,.\.nH.~ ri <~Ull ~(~ I\Llli3 :~n 1ln :Ltiuna.l dcvcl opnu~nt. 

You r 11uhlili jot ttnal~ charge tho frccdu1en with tlc~troying the products 
ut' t l1 c co urll ry Mill eC th ey have been llH:tdc fr~e, when they know that the 
tl t ' ~t ru (jt i o n of Lhu prodaot.s was brought abour, by the ravages of war of four 
ye :l r~.; t lun~tiu ll. ll ow unjtt:;t,, then, to chu.rge upou tho in nocent and help · 
kns, c~v i l:-1 iu wlti elt tlu~y h ~lU uu haud, u.ud which lllu.y l11J tru.ued tu whure 
it properly bdungl-1. 

\Yc Hiluply det~ ire th<.tt we :;;hall bo rocogui ~etl a:-J Inetl; that vn: have Ill') 

ubHLructitH)S placed in uur way; that t1H~ :-;all'l c hlwR whiuh goveru whit.e 
Hl. t~n fihall uirefJt colored Hl Cll ; that we have t ho right of trial by a jury of 

ullr pocrs, that schools be opened or cstab 1ishcc1 for our chilJ rcn ; thnt we 
1 c pcnuittcd to acqnire horuestends for ourselves and children; that wo bo 
doal t with as other~, in Ofluiiy and j ust,icc. 

W o clai111 the confidence and good-will of ull cln.sses of tnen j we ask that 
t.lu~ ~a.n1c cbanco8 be ext.cudBd to u::~ th~lt ft·~.~ c rn cn ~l1ould dernand at the 
h t~ucls of their follow-citizens. \Ve ·dasil'c th e prospoti ty and growth of thjs 

Htate awl t,l1e woll-bei»lg of all uwn.r autl shall be l'uautl eve r strug~\in ,~ Ln 

-~ 
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elevate ourselves and add to the nntional character; and we trust the day 
wi11 not he tlistaot w·hcn you will acknowledge that by our rapid progress 
in n1oral, social) r eligious and intellectual dcYelopn1ent that you will cheer
fully accord to us the high com1nendation that we are worthy, "\vith you, to 
enjoy all politicuJ eznolun1ents when we shnJl realize the trath that "all 
~en are endowed by their Orcator with ina1icnnh1c ri gh ts," and that on tbe 
Atncrit2an continent this is the right of nll,, \\yhcthor he come fron1 cast, 
west,, norLh or soutl1.; and, alt11ough corup1cx.ions u1ay d \ffc r, u a man's n. 

1nan for n' t1lnt." 
ZioN (Jrnntorr, Charleston, S. C., 

NoYcntbcr 24, 1865 . 

• 
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DECLAI~ATION OF RIG I-ITS AND · WRONGS. 

It is said in 'the Declaration of' A 1!1-erican Independence> "that all men 
are created equal ; that they arc en~owed by their Crct1tor with certain 
inttl iennb1e ri ghts; thn.t u.ruong those rights u.re life, liber.ty, and the pursuit 
of happiness." . 

That the phral.ie "all men" includes the negro no one ·will atternpt to 
<.leny. 'fhercforc, \Ve, the colored citizens of So nth Oa.ro1in:1 n.nll of the~c 
lJ n iLccl ~~ate ~ of _\ tncri ca, j nstly cla.i1u such righ ts us a.re set forth in tho 
a~ovo l ~ee1arat ton . 

'l'o S<.H:Lu·c t.he t'r<.!e cnj uyu1 c nt~ of thc~1o rights i~ the propet objec t of civil. 
guverunH·nL 

"lt.ight" i ~ lle!inec1 tn bo the jnst c1aim, ownershi p, or 1ttwful title which 
a porfiou ha!i Lo anything. 

{ t l fe has a 1·igltt to uw n hi~ Louy :tnd nliud,' ' his mouey or ocher pro
perty, whi<;h hu ha:-i honestly cal nutl, attu tho ri ghb to dispose of the sallle 
~Hi lH: w!ll) prnv id(!U thi;; is n1>t ilonc l.o the injnry of other8 antl iu violation 
uf thu law s l'nnllth!tlupon t1H~ right s of n1cu. 

But, in vitdi.tt i l ll l nr LlH· :tl lll \ "1 prl l H~ ip1 e:-; :tlld of ju::;t tCO and hu1nauity, we 
have IH• c tt <L·pr\ vt•(ll>l' our l l ;d nr:d r i ~· llt :', whielt i l t·e f'uuntled L{J thu la\~S of 
<Htr rr ;dnre, wh i<·lt <:u n:-; i ... f .. -i uf' pt;r . .:ll rtal liberty , the ri!..?;ht. t o be f r r c in our 

pe r~ou ~, ;t1Hlll!1: ri .r.dll, ui'per~ou : tl .~ uua ri ty cUlt l protouLion aga.iust injuri es to 
o 11 r l > o d i m.i or gnu t l n ; \ lll e. 

'f~h uHn arc ~\. pnt'tion of our inalicnttbl n rights, bocau::~ c w e canuot be justly 
deprived oi' Lh l2 llt. 

. '" c ltar t' bet' I\ cl c•p rh·l!f1 11f tl1c f'rcn uxcrc i ~c of politicaJ rights, of natural, 
civi1 , ttnd pn1itie:d JilH.!tt.y. 

The av en11cH oJ' wf•alth :.nuJ e11ueation have 1H~cn l·loscd to u:;. 
'.l'ho ~t.rnng wall uf prej ntlicc, on tho par t~ ui' the doutinant raec, has ub

sLrncted our pursuit. of' lu\ ppi nes!-1. 
\Vc h:tvc hec~ n suLj ccted to cruel proserip tion, and our bodies have 1Jccn 

outt·agecl with iltlpuui ty. 
vVc have hecn, anll st.i1l arc, deprived of tho fr ee cho1ce of those who 

shoulLl goveru uB, an tl snbj cet.et1 u 11j Ltstly to tax.tttion without represen taLi on, 
anu have blcJ n.nu swuu.t fur the clovation of tho~c who httvc dcgrn.de<.l us, 
and sti ll continue to oppresH us. 

~tON Urrurtoo:, 0 1u:u·1cston, 
N ove1nbor ~41 18G!1. 

, 



ADDRESS 
TO TilE LEGISL.~TlTltE Olr 'riiE S'rATE OF SOUTH OAROLIN A. 

To the Honoraul£1 S enate and House o.l R r1n·cscntat/vr:s of th e ),\]tate t~( South 
Ca-rolina. in General _tb:senzoly ..ilt:t : 

(tENTLE~~EN : ~r e, the colored people of the State uf South Ca.rolina, do 
her0by ~tppe ul to you for ) ust1'cr . . 

The lust four )'ettrs of war have mn.de gr·~at change::.; in our con eli t.ion anu 
J·elntion to each vLber, as n-ell as in tJ1e laws and institut.ion:) of our State. 
\\To were previously either slaves, or, if free, still unde r th e pressure of' lu:ws 
1nade in the interest and for the protection of ti1nscry . 

But tlto events of tho past fout years lHttie llc;-: troyod this state of things. 
<)nr t)ta.te has been called npun to rowodel her Cuu:• t itu tion 1\·rnu i L~ Yery 
:foundation and first principle~ ; and, as we have been, cnHl ~ till arc, llecp1y 
affected by aU these changes in iutcrests of vitul importance to us , wo httve 
TesolYctl, in the Convention which we have en lied together to cotusidcr our 
interests to petit ion your l{onorn.hlc body for jnst1ce. 

"\Vc a:3k tlHtt those laws thilt 11ayc bt.:c u eu:tc tcd, Lh at apply tu ns on ao~ 

count of our eoJ or, be ropt'<tl e~ l. \\r c iln not prc.~ ulUe to tlictntu t.o you, 
gentlernen ; but we appeal to your own instincL:-:i of j ustico and generosity. 
"\Yhy should we sufier on n.ccount of the color that an n.ll-wisc CreatoT baR 

• 
p;iven to us ? I s it po!'sible tl1t1t tho on1y reason for onn.cting stringont and 
opprcs~ive ltnvs for us is because our uolo1· is of a du.rkor l1ne '? 

\\To :fcol assured, gont]erucn, tha t uo Yaliu reason c:t n exist for the en ;H· t 

mcnt and perpetuation of laws that have peculiar aprJlicatiun t.o us. 
lVc !l'l·e ruiU) ji·ce . '\\Tc are now ull free. 1~ u t we are still, gent1 c ru e n~ 

• 

to a certain extent in your power; auu we need no ~ ussurc yun. ·with \vhat 
deep concern ·we are watching a1i your uclilJerations) but ~..:specially those 
that have peculiar reference to us. 

W c would ask your Honorable body for the ri ght of sufl'rage and the 
right of testifying in courts of Jaw. Thc·so two thiugs ·wo dee1n necessary 
to our welfare and elevation. They ate the rights of every i1:ecman, and 
are inherent n.nd essen~ial to every republican form of government. . 

• 

• 



• <) nt· n.ppcg,l i~ based on justice; but we do not rely Rnlely upon thut: we 
:t.ppeal to your gcnetord~lf · G rant us the oppm·tunity of' elevating ourselves. 

It is :for you to Btty 'vhether we shall become useful citizens or dissatisfied 
subj ccts ; \V h. ether you. will become the generous helpers of the weak, and 
thereby add to your strength, or whether you will weaken yourselv·es by 
oppressing those who mean \Veil to all. 

We do sincerely hope that you ·will grant your petitioners their desires. 
We aro uati·ves of this State) and we feel assured that nothing is needed to 
render out future relations mutually beneficial but tho bestowment of the 
ri ghts we ask. 

ZION OI-run.orr, Charleston, S. 0., 
N ovcm ber 24, 1865 . 

• 
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l\;l E ~1 0 R I A L 

TO TIIE SE~-lTJ~ -~~{D H<)USE OH llBPltE~.E~TJ._TIVES OF 
• 

THE UNITED ST"'~TES, 1:~ CO~OlLESS .L\.SSE~IBLED . 

. GEx 'rLE:\ tE~ : 

We, the colored people of the Sti.tte of South Uaruliua, jn Convention us
sembied_, respectfully present tor your atteutiou some pl'ulninent facts in 
relatiou to our preseut conuitiou, and make tL modest yet caruest appeal to 
your considerate j n dgm en t. 

"\\7 c, your meu1orin.t isls_, \vith profound gratitude to almighty Gotl, recog
ni z~ tht; ~rc:.tt bouu of freedunl confcrretl upon us by the inst ru1nen tality of 
our l1.1tu PresiJcnt, .:\..br ~tham LiuculnJ and the armie=i of the 1J ni tccl States . 

u Thl! fl :'-ct.ltl t..'t~l'l'e, which not all ffLl:lYt... !l C:lll l tlO\'l', 

Tl1 0t1 . fa.tl', l'ulrili it; tlllU , yc Powvr~. :1ppron~· ." 

\\""e ulsu l' L!C.L\~ ni ze with bsc1icst grcltituJo tL L) va~t .'3errit: L"' 1)f the Frue.tl
tnen's J) urc:J.u, togethcl' with the efforts of t he good auJ wi-jc tlJroughout 
onr la.ud to r3.i~c up an upprcsscd and deeply injured people in th e seu.le of 
cj v jJi.:ted being, during the throbbings of a. 1.uighty rovolut·iun ·w hicb mus t 
atr~et the future destiny .!)f the worltl. 

Con~cious of the Llifi1cultie:; that surrountl nur po3ition, we ·would n8k for 
no ri~ht:3 or pri\·i le;;cs but suuh us rest upon tb o :itrong ba3i:-J of ju.-:; t,ice and 
CX!Jediency, iu view or the best intcrc~t~ of our cutire countt·y. 

\V c a.:3k fir~t , thab tho strong arrn of law and orJcr be place<l a1iko over 
the entire people of this Statu ; that life and property be secured, auu the 
la.borcr a::; free to ~L!ll his lu.bur as the merchant his goods. 

W e ask that a fu.tr n.ncl impa.rtiu.l constrnction be gi veu to the pleJgcs of 
goveru~1ent to u~ concerning the land que~ tion. 

\\T e ask that the three great ageuts of civilizcJ society the sch ool,, t1H~ 

pulpit, the prc~s bo u,~ secure in South Carolina as in ~In.s~achuso ttB or 
'\r OI11J DDt. 

W o ask that cqun.l suffrage be conferred upon us, in coiutuon ·with the 
white 1ucu of this State. 

1'h is we a~k, because "aJl free governments dcri vc their just powers from 
the consent of the governed.;'' and wo n.rc largely in the uutjority in this 
~,tate, lJea ri ug for a. long period the burden of u.u odious taxation, without a, 

• 

• 
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just representation. We ask for equwi suffrage as a pr,otec tion for the hos
tility evoked by our known faithfulness to our country's .flag under all cir-
cumstances. · 

We ask that colored men shall not in every instance be tried by white 
men; and that neither by custom or enactment shall we be excluded from 
the jury box. 

We ask that, iuasmuol1 as the Constitution of tbe United States explicitly 
declares that the right to k eep and bear arms shall not be infringed and 
tbc Constitution is the Supre1no law of the land thn.t the late eiforts of the 
Legislature of this Sto.te to pass an act to deprive us of arms be forbidden, 
as a plain violation of the Constitution) and unjust to 1nany of us in the 
highest degree, who have been soldiers, ~nd purcbusGd our muskets fl'om 
the United States Government \Vh.en mustered out of service . 

vV c protest against any code of black laws the L egislature of this State 
1nay enact, and pra.y to be govern ed by tho same 1aw~3 that control other 
1non. The right to as~c tllblo in peaceful convention, to discuss t he political 
questions of the U;1y; tho right to enter upou all the avonues of agricul ture, 
comn1crcc> trade) to amass wealth by thrift and i n du~try; the Tigbt to de
velope our whole being by all the uppliu.ncecl t hat belong to ei\ril izcd society) 
cannot b e questioneu by any cLtsB of intelli gent legislators . 

v\Tc solemuly affirm and dc;; ire to live orderly and peacefully with all the 
people of thi8 Ht11.tc ; uud. cotttutenJi ug thici tncruuriu.l t ·J your cou~Lu0rate 

j udgu1 ont. 'rhus we over prily. 

CI\Altt~~~'!'O NJ H. U., Novolubcr ~·~> l 8G5. 
Z/oll 1 >,.t·,.:.l,,t;teriun Oh1ltl'A 
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