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Welcome to  

Welcome to the NSW Labor Fringe Program

Saturday 30 June – Sunday 1 July 2018 
The NSW Labor Annual State Conference is the largest 
political gathering of its kind in Australia. 

More than 2000 Delegates, Party Members and  
Parliamentarians gather in the Sydney Town Hall to  
debate and shape Labor’s policy and rules.

The Fringe Program runs alongside the  
action on Conference Floor. 

It is an opportunity for our movement to debate,  
connect, promote and share ideas. 

Our Fringe Events range from discussions of  
big policy ideas to presentations on the  
latest campaign techniques. 

We look forward to hearing more about your  
big idea or project at this Conference!

Kaila Murnain 
General Secretary, NSW Labor
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Saturday June 30

7:30AM 
NSW Labor Women’s Forum Breakfast 
USU OFFICE, 321 PITT ST, SYDNEY
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Strengthening Community Connections
8:00AM - 8:50AM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

Targeted towards current and prospective councillors, this event aims to 
discuss the ways in which community connections between, local, state and 
federal governments can be strengthened. Dr Rebecca Huntley will discuss 
her research on this issue.

MODERATOR: Clr Linda Scott

SPEAKER: Dr Rebecca Huntley



Bob CarR’s Book launch 
9am saturday jUNe 30,  Lower Town Hall

Join NSW Labor Leader Luke Foley, General 
Secretary Kaila Murnain, and former Premier 
Bob Carr for the launch of Bob’s new book Bob 
Carr – Run for your life.

 

Listen to Bob describe what it was like growing 
up in a fibro house in South Matraville, how he 
developed his lifetime passion for education, 
the lessons he learned from Neville Wran and 
the challenges he overcame in his ten years as 
Premier of New South Wales.

 

Professor the Hon Bob Carr was the longest 
continuously serving Premier of New South 
Wales. He entered the Federal Senate in 2012 
and served as Australia’s Foreign Minister under 
Julia Gillard and Kevin Rudd. Since leaving 
politics Bob has led a distinguished career as an 
author and academic.

 

Praise for Bob Carr – Run for your life

“This is no ordinary memoir. Then again, Bob 
Carr is no ordinary man.’ – Kristina Keneally
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HIGHLIGHT

10:45AM  
CONFERENCE FLOOR
Address by Luke Foley, 
NSW Labor Leader

Labor Action for Multiculturalism 
Policy 
Emerging Challenges for 
Multiculturalism: Lived Experience
10:00AM - 10:45AM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 2

Drawing on their own experiences, guest speakers 
will address racism in today’s political climate. 
Representing their respective communities, the panel 
will discuss how racism has been used to spread fear 
across Australia.

SPEAKERS: Jihad Dib MP, Acting Shadow Minister for 
Multiculturalism, Ken Mufumbiro, President of African 
Professionals Association (NSW), Dr Mehal Krayem, PhD 
student, and Clr Kun Huang.

A Sustainable Future: A Focus on 
Jobs
10:00AM - 10:45AM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

There are already many opportunities for employment 
in sustainable and environmentally focused jobs. This 
panel will discuss the existing roles and the potential for 

future jobs in areas such as renewables, 
waste and recycling, sustainable 
materials manufacturing, environmental 
management, indigenous roles and more.

MODERATOR: Felicity Wade, National 
Convenor of LEAN
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Labor Economics Society
How Labor Will Help Drive Action on Gender Equality
12:00PM - 12:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

Labor Economics Society federal patron the Hon. Chris Bowen MP will deliver a 
presentation on the economics of gender inequality, putting forward a compelling 
case on what Labor Governments can do to promote gender equality and reduce 
disadvantage. The presentation will then be followed by a panel discussion including 
Senator Jenny McAllister, NSW Labor MP Prue Car and academic Rebecca Huntley.
SPEAKERS: Chris Bowen MP, Sen. Jenny McAllister, Prue Car MP, and Dr Rebecca Huntley.

Labor Science Network
Ethical Artificial Intelligence
12:00PM - 12:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 2

This panel discussion will debate the ethical impact 
of artificial intelligence on society, work and politics. 
It will focus on how AI should be regulated to be 
human-centred and promote Labor values of equality, 
jobs and opportunity. 

SPEAKERS: Sen. Deborah O’Neill, Tony Sheldon, 
National Secretary of TWU, and Alex Lynch, Public 
Policy Manager, Google Australia.

NSW Fabians
Preparing to Govern: Ideas for the 
Next NSW Labor Government
12:00PM - 12:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

The NSW Fabians will be launching their new pamphlet 
‘Preparing to Govern: Ideas for the next NSW Labor 
Government‘, outlining policy ideas for a progressive 
State Government.

Pamphlet contributors include Michael Daley, Adam 
Searle, Prue Car, John Graham, Linda Scott, Eva Cox, 
Felicity Wade, Emma Dawson, Tim Lyons, Tilly South 
and Labor for the Arts.

SPEAKERS: Adam Searle MLC, Shadow Minister for 
Industry, Resources and Energy, and Shadow Minister 
for Industrial Relations, Clr Linda Scott, City of Sydney 
Councillor, and Felicity Wade, National Convenor of 
LEAN.
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Labor Friends of Palestine
Q&A with Dr Peter Manning
1:00PM - 1:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

In this event, we will discuss the evolution of Labor’s 
Foreign Policy and examine how we can navigate 
and profit from the challenges we face in a rapidly 
evolving and changing region.  The event will be 

presented by Dr Peter Manning, well-
known Australian journalist, author, 
broadcaster, commentator and 
academic, followed by a Q&A session.

SPEAKER: Dr Peter Manning

Young Labor
How to Engage Young People in 
Political Activism
1:00PM - 1:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

Join Young Labor’s best and brightest as they discuss 
how to engage young people in political activism. 
From social media to issue based campaigns, our 
panel will explore how to activate and energise young 
people to get active in the Party.

SPEAKERS: Prue Car MP, Shadow Minister for Skills, 
Geeth Geeganage, President of NSW Young Labor, 
Audrey Marsh and Connor Wherrett. 

Leaving No One Behind: Technology 
and the Future of the Australian 
Worker
1:00PM - 1:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 2

With many people worried about what the rise 
of robots, AI and automation mean for their jobs, 
an expert panel discusses the ways to harness 
technology for the benefit of Australian workers and 
the Australian economy.

HOSTED BY: Chifley Research Centre 
SPEAKERS: Ed Husic MP, Shadow Minister for the Digital 
Economy, Frances Flanagan, Research Director at 
United Voice, and Dr Andrew Charlton, Co-founder of 
Alpha Beta Consulting.

12:30PM  
LORD 
MAYOR’S 
RECEPTION 
ROOM
Country 
Labor 
Delegates 
Luncheon

HIGHLIGHT
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NSW Labor Lawyers
A Human Rights Act for NSW?
2:00PM - 2:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

With the Queensland Labor Government recently 
committing to introduce a Charter of Human Rights 
in Queensland, and the ongoing operation of human 
rights legislation in Victoria and the ACT, is it time to 
rethink the introduction of a Charter in NSW? And if 
we do, what form would it take, and do we need one?

Our panel will be discussing the options for reform, 
the operation of the statute in other jurisdictions, 
and whether there is an overriding need for NSW to 
commit to a Charter.

SPEAKERS: Jonathon Hunyor, CEO of the Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre, Sera Mirzabegian, NSW Convenor of 
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights, and Kate Eastman 
SC, Human Rights Barrister.

Labor for Treaty
The Move for Treaty in NSW
2:00PM - 2:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 2

A discussion on the issue of implementing Treaty/
Treaties and the different models New South Wales 
Labor could implement when next elected into 
Government.

SPEAKERS: Lynda Voltz MLC, Shadow Minister for 
Veteran Affairs, David Harris MP, Shadow Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, and Kyam Maher, South Australian 
MLC and Shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and 
Reconciliation.

HIGHLIGHT

2:00PM  
CONFERENCE FLOOR
Unions NSW Address
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NSW Labor for Veterans  
Launch
3:00PM - 3:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

Dedicated to creating policy to protect those who 
have served our country, the NSW Labor for Veterans 
group will be officially launching their Labor Action 
Committee. Join Amanda Rishworth, Shadow Minister 
for Veterans Affairs, Member for Eden-Monaro 
and former Army Colonel, Mike Kelly MP and NSW 
Shadow Minister for Veteran Affairs, Lynda Voltz MLC 
to discuss what can be done for those who have 
served our country.

SPEAKERS: Amanda Rishworth MP, Shadow Minister 
for Veterans Affairs, Mike Kelly MP,  Shadow Assistant 
Minister for Defence Industry and Support, and Lynda 
Voltz MLC,  NSW Shadow Minister for Veteran Affairs.

Homelessness and Housing
3:00PM - 3:50PM   
DRUITT ST FOYER

Housing affordability is one of the biggest issues 
facing communities right across NSW, with an 
increasing lack of social and affordable housing and 
shelters at capacity, homelessness is becoming a stark 
reality for many.

SPEAKERS: Tania Mihailuk 
MP, Shadow Minister for 
Family and Community 
Services, Shadow Minister for 
Social Housing, Sen. Doug 
Cameron, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Housing and 
Homelessness, Wendy 
Hayhurst, CEO of Federation 
of Housing Association, 
Katherine McKernan, CEO 
of Homelessness NSW, 
and Hal Pawson, Professor 
of Housing Research and 
Policy, UNSW.

NBN: Where to Now?
2:00PM - 2:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

Equitable access to reliable broadband is essential for a modern digital economy, but Malcolm Turnbull has condemned 
Australia to a second-rate NBN.

Join Michelle Rowland MP, Shadow Minister for Communications, for an interactive session that will cover how the bloke 
who supposedly invented the internet got it so wrong; what are the options for Labor going from here; and how can 
you make an impact campaigning for better broadband at the next election. 
Joining Michelle will be be Labor Candidate for Cowper, Andrew Woodward, who will give a first-hand account of how 
the digital divide is impacting on consumers in rural and regional NSW.

SPEAKERS: Michelle Rowland MP,  Shadow Minister for Communications, 
Andrew Woodward, Labor Candidate for Cowper, and Mohammad Shoiab 
Haroon, retail executive and resident of North-West Sydney’s Growth Region.
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Country Labor
What It Takes to Win in the Regions
3:00PM - 3:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 2

A Q&A session about regaining the regions trust. In the next 2019 NSW 
State Election 8 of the 14 key target seats are in Country NSW. Join the 
panel as we discuss how to take the fight up to the Liberal National 
Government.
SPEAKERS: Tara Moriarty, Secretary of Liquor and Hospitality Division, United 
Voice, Bryce Wilson, Country Labor Candidate for Monaro, Ursula Stephens, 
Country Labor Candidate for Goulburn, David Keegan, Country Labor Candidate 
for Myall Lakes and Darriea Turley, Country Labor Candidate for Barwon.

Unionism and New Migrants: Finding Solidarity in Diversity
4:00PM - 4:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

Migrants and members of culturally diverse communities make enormous 
contributions to the industries they work in but are reluctant to join the 
unions that represent them. This panel will discuss the challenges and 
opportunities in trying to target more workers from diverse backgrounds. 
The panel will also explore how engaging and empowering this highly 
under represented and vulnerable market is beneficial in the long term for 
employees, employers and unions.

SPEAKERS: Tony Sheldon, National Secretary of TWU, Mark Morey, Secretary 
of Unions NSW, Michelle Rowland MP, Shadow Minister for Communications, 
Chris Gambian, Candidate for Banks, Harish Velji, Project Manager TWU, and 
Aisha Amjad, NSW Labor Organising, Recruitment and Training Committee.



14  | FRINGE PROGRAM 2018

Labor Foreign Policy Forum
Labor’s Future Asia Strategy
5:00PM - 5:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

This panel discussion will examine Labor’s FutureAsia 
foreign and trade policy, a framework for Australia to 
build greater capabilities and foster greater regional 
collaboration within Asia. The panel will assess 
geopolitical, economic and social engagement with 
the broader Asian region, including China’s Belt and 
Road initiative, in the context of Labor’s foreign policy 
priorities.  

SPEAKERS: Chris Bowen MP, Shadow Treasurer, Misha 
Zelinsky, Assistant National Secretary of AWU, Kathe 
Kirby, Executive Director of Asia Education Foundation, 
and Merriden Varrall, Director of East Asia Program, The 
Lowy Institute.

Closing the Gender Pay Gap
4:00PM - 4:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

Union women are leading the fight to close the gender pay gap. On average 
women still earn $253.70 a week less than men. This panel of union women 
will showcase a number of campaigns unions are running in workplaces and 
across their industries.

MODERATOR: Kate Minter, Unions NSW. 
SPEAKERS: Gwen Alcock, Early childhood educator and United Voice member, 
Danna Nelse, Community Sector Worker, Teacher and ASU Member, Tara Koot, 
ETU organiser, Rebecca Reilly, Secretary of the FSU and Ariane Simon, early 
childhood teacher and Independent Education Union member.

Voluntary Assisted Dying: Lessons 
from Victoria, NZ and NSW
4:00PM - 4:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 2

Following an introduction by Andrew Denton, our 
panellists will explore the differing approaches and 
experiences of developing Voluntary Assisted Dying 
legislation across three jurisdictions: NSW, New 
Zealand and Victoria. It 
is hoped that by learning 
about the success of 
the Victorian legislation 
and the barriers faced in 
other jurisdictions, future 
outcomes will be improved.

A Q&A session, hosted by 
Clr Linda Scott, will follow 
the panel.

MODERATORS: Clr Linda 
Scott and Lynda Voltz MLC. 
SPEAKERS: Andrew Denton, 
Director of Go Gentle 
Australia, Louisa Wall MP, 
New Zealand, and Adam 
Searle MLC.



Sunday July 1

HIGHLIGHT

HIGHLIGHT

8:00AM  
CONFERENCE FLOOR
Red Hot Papas,  
Jazz Band

8:30AM  
CONFERENCE FLOOR
Little Labor Photo
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The Road to a Republic
9:00AM - 9:50AM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

The panel will explore what potential pathways there are 
to the establishment of a functioning dynamic republic. 

What is the road ahead for the Australian Republican 
movement?

SPEAKERS: Matt Thistlethwaite MP, Shadow Minister 
for an Australian Head of State, and Courtney Houssos 
MLC.

Labor Israel Action Committee
Counter-terrorism: Cybersecurity and 
the Issues of the Future
10:00AM - 10:50AM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

The current and future issues presented by terrorism, 
particularly cybersecurity. In recent times cybersecurity 
has become a leading issue after the alleged 
intervention by Russia in the 2016 American Presidential 
Election.

SPEAKERS:  Dr Mike Kelly MP, Shadow Assistant Minister 
for Defence Industry and Support, Anooshe Mushtaq, 
Chairperson and Founder of Raqīb Taskforce, and 
Anthony Bergin, Senior Analyst at Australian Security 
Policy Institute.

Transport in the Public Interest
10:00AM - 10:50AM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

This panel will examine sustainable options to meet 
our transport needs. How can we minimise impact on 
the environment and deliver a transport system that 
will benefit future communities?

MODERATOR: Felicity Wade, National Convenor of 
LEAN 
SPEAKERS: John Graham MLC, Alex Claassens, 
Secretary of RTBU NSW, and Dr. Michelle Zeibots, 
Research Director, Institute for Sustainable Futures, UTS.

Labor Data Network
9:00AM - 9:50AM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

Join ALP data analysts Zach Alexopoulos, Ariane 
Psomotragos, Daniel McNamara and Elija Perrier for a 
lively panel on the latest in data driven campaigning. We 
will discuss developments and takeaways from recent 
campaigns. There will be a Q&A for audience questions 
to ask anything and everything you wanted to know 
about data. This event is for Labor members only.

SPEAKERS: Zach Alexopoulos, Ariane Psomotragos, 
Daniel McNamara and Elija Perrier.
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Where You Learn, Where You Live -  
The Fight Against Sexual Assault On Our Campuses
12:00PM - 12:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

NSW Labor has led the way in fighting to stop sexual assault on University and TAFE 
campuses by committing to mandatory consent training for staff and 
residents at residential colleges, a standard sexual assault reporting model 
which recognises the rule of law, and specialised services for victims of sexual 
assault on campus. It is clear that universities are failing to meet their legal 
obligations to protect students. 

In response to the Red Zone report, the Federal Parliamentary Party and 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition have signalled robust interventions to hold 
universities accountable and force them to act on the scourge of sexual assault 
and harassment. We need comprehensive action on campuses to protect all 
students regardless of their accommodation type and citizenship status. 

Join the panel as we discuss the next steps in ending sexual assault on 
campus, and what needs to be done in the Federal Parliament, State 
Parliament and the activist space.

HIGHLIGHT

11:00AM  
CONFERENCE FLOOR
Address by Bill Shorten, 
Federal Labor Leader

SPEAKERS: Tanya Plibersek MP, Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Jenny Aitchison MP, Shadow Minister for the 
Prevention of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Jo Haylen MP, Nina Funnell, Walkley Award-winning journalist and 
lead author of The Red Zone Report and Angela Griffin, UNSW Women’s Officer and Young Labor activist. 
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SPEAKERS: Verity Firth, UTS Executive Director Social 
Justice and former NSW Minister for Education and 
Training, Korena Flanagan, Chief of Staff to Shadow 
Minister Jason Clare, Media Advisor and Policy Advisor 
to former Prime Ministers and Premiers, Emma Murphy, 
staffer to Liesl Tesch, and previously Chief of Staff to 
former Deputy Premier John Watkins, and Elias Hallaj, 
ALP International Project Officer and former Secretary 
ALP ACT Branch.

Arabic Friends of Labor Lunch
12:00PM - 12:50PM

Join Arabic Friends of Labor to hear from 
NSW Longest serving Premier and Former 
Foreign Minister, The Hon. Bob Carr.

SPEAKER: Prof. The Hon. Bob Carr

Strengthening Inclusion, 
Strengthening Schools
12:00PM - 12:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

Each and every child, no matter who they are, deserves 
a fair chance to fulfil their potential, to feel valued 
and have a place in their local school. We know that 
children learn better with their peers in an inclusive 
teaching environment, that is safe and supportive. After 
the recent Parliamentary Inquiry on the Education of 
Children with Disability and Special Needs, the New 
South Wales government recognised that “more 
can be done to support students with disability and 
that an inclusive education approach is not currently 
experienced by all students”. How is international ‘best 
practice’ currently being overlooked and how can we 
work together to forge a better future for children with 
disability?

SPEAKERS:  Kathy Cologon, Senior Lecturer, Inclusive 
Education, Macquarie University, Yolande Cailley, parent 
advocate, and Cecile Sullivan Elder, Executive Officer, 
Family Advocacy.

Campaign Insight
Masterclass: What Do I Need to 
Know?
1:00PM - 1:50PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

In 2000, NSW Labor launched the ten week Campaign 
Insight Intensive training programme. Joanna Bitar, the 
program’s founder, will be chairing a panel of her former 
students to discuss the changes in campaigning over 
the past 18 years, and how the theory they learnt in 
Campaign Insight held up on the ground. 

With more than 15 years having passed since their 
training, this is an event not to be missed as these 
Campaign Veterans are sure to have some stories!



Chifley Forum Events
The Chifley Forum offers you an opportunity to be 
part of the progressive community and gain invitation 
to exclusive events all year round!

Join @ www.nswlabor.org.au/chifleyforum

CONFERENCE LEADERS BRIEFING

Hon Bill Shorten MP
Leader of the Opposition

Shadow Minister for Indigenous Affairs and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders

HON TANYA PLIBERSEK MP
Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Shadow Minister for Women
Shadow Minister for Education

When 11:45Am, Sunday 1 
July
Where Lord Mayor’s 
Reception Room

CONTACT  
Georgie@NSWLABOR.ORG.AU

This event is 
Exclusive for chifley 
Forum Members Only
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Turkish Friends of Labor
100 years after Gallipoli and 50 Years After Assisted Turkish Migration to 
Australia: Perspectives from Young and Politically Active Turkish Australians
3:00PM - 4:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

Please join conveners of the Turkish Friends of Labor Action Committee, Enver Yasar & Sera Yilmaz to discuss their 
efforts to build bridges between the Turkish community and wider Australian community and to get active in the 
Australian Labor Party movement. 

The discussion will draw upon challenges leading up to the formation Turkish Friends of Labor and efforts to activate 
the community through the Australian Labor Party movement as a result of the scarce 
activism of Turkish Australians in NSW politics. 

The discussion will hope to encourage, foster and flesh out ideas for activism among all 
Australians from all walks of life.

2:00PM  
CONFERENCE 
FLOOR 
Life Members 
Ceremony

HIGHLIGHT

SPEAKERS: Sera Yilmaz, Turkish Friends of Labor, and Enver Yasar, Turkish Friends of 
Labor.

Ending LGBTIQ Discrimination in 
Foster Care and Adoption
1:00PM - 1:50PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

There are an estimated 43,000 children in need of care 
and protection in NSW. But rainbow families can face 
serious barriers during the foster and adoption process. 
Come and hear from a range of experts in the field on 
how we can break down discrimination against LGBTIQ 
parents and help connect rainbow families and children 
in need.

SPEAKERS:  Mathew Howard, Co-Convenor Rainbow 
Families, David Jenrick, Operations Manager 
(Permanent Care) at Barnardos Australia, and Audrey 
Marsh, Co-Convenor Rainbow Labor.
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Emerging Economies in South Asia: Unlocking the Potential
3:00PM - 4:00PM 
DRUITT ST FOYER

With a projected growth rate of 7.5%, the South Asian region has all it takes to be the next bright 
spot in the global economy. The rapid rise of South Asian economies means 
countries like Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka will be in the top 
30 largest economies by 2030, with India set to be the world’s third largest 
economy. 

Australia has under-utilised its relationship with the region and needs to 
rebalance its focus on these fastest growing economies in the world. This panel 
will explore how a swivel to the Sub continent will benefit our own economy, 
and strategic standing regionally, and globally.

SPEAKERS: Chris Bowen MP, Shadow Treasurer, Jason Clare MP, Shadow 
Minister for Trade and Investment, Michelle Rowland MP, Shadow Minister 
for Communications, Pradeep Khanna, CEO of Global Mindset & Integrating 
Australia with Asia Initiative, Harish Velji, and Aisha Amjad, South Asia Labor.

Going to War: What is Parliament’s 
Role?
4:00PM - 5:00PM 
LOWER TOWN HALL 1

When Australia goes to War, the decision should be 
transparent, informed and democratic. Right now, 
the decision to go to war is left to the Prime Minister 
virtually alone. Should there be more transparency 
around Australia entering conflict?

SPEAKERS: Prof. The Hon. Bob Carr and Paul Barratt AO. 



MARCONI ROOM

MAIN CONFERENCE FLOOR

STA
IR

S TO
 LO

W
ER

 TO
W

N
 H

A
LL

Fringe Venues in 
Town Hall



LOWER TOWN HALL 2

DRUITT STREET FOYER

LOWER TOWN HALL 1

Fringe venues  
in Lower Town Hall



@NSWLabor

@NSWLabor    #laborfringe    #afairernsw

fb.com/NSWLabor

Contact NSW Labor Fringe 
Email: fringe@nswlabor.org.au
Phone: (02) 9207 2000


