LETTER

MALTA STUDY CIRCLE. No- | @
Memorandum, alta, 1922, £,

by. Major L.V. Pogson,

Let us deal with the watermark sideways S.G. 135. Stated by Stanley Gibbons
Catalogue to0 ba the first printing.
The Specimepn = Only exdsts with mark sideways,

Front or face of stamp has §ihlte background,
Beverge, It a2ppears that the Carmine Red is ansline and shows
through, but under the lomp does not give =nsline reaction,

Salis 179s The Fipst Printing ~ was ac the specimen, Many mint coples
exist. When used this printing ie difficult to ceparate irom the
second printing except by the "white" background of the face,

Zhe Second Printing,
The facg, Background toned; this toning shows in the sky, near
horizon in vignette, also outside frame lines and on perforations,
Raversa. Fhite. The carmine red does not show through.

SaGa 130, Satemmark uprizhts
Two distinct shades exist of this stamp.
(L) Highly toned face with white back.

(3) Faintly toned face with the back showing the carmine faintly,

Querigss SeGe 135. Proportion of first to second Printing.
BaGe 136l Any information.

Regret I cannot assist much with the "EZ1" query as 1 can see little difference

between printings; Second printing of 135 seems to be a darker deeper red but I can
see little sign of aniline in any of them so no wonder there is no reaction under the

lamp. C.W. Meredaith.




The following from my press = cutting scrap book may be of interest to member Pogson:-

(L)

(2)

" date unfortunate cut off.’

Dear Sirs,
On reading over the article in you li.S. on the "Stamps of Malta, 1922~
—
26" by Capt. H.l. Jessop, I notice he mentions the following : "There were ( ,

four printings of the £1. stamp ".

This is quite coorect, and as he does not describe the different printings,in
case you do not already know these, 1 append a list. f

1st. ¥mk Sideways, Red colour show: through paper on back, the sky
in background is white. I have in my collection seven mint
and six used (twﬁ shades).

2nd. Wmk. Sideways. Pap.or at back all white. Sky in background a rosy
tint. I have two mint and two used copies. These are the only
ones 1 have seen, so take it that the second print is much scarcer
than the first.

srd. Wmk. Upright same design dark shade of red.

4th., As above, but lighter shade.

Yours faithfully T. Brown."

From "Starp Collecting” 8th. August 1942.
Malta £1. Printings.

nSir,
Further to.my letter, I have yet another odd item of interest re Maltese

stampe. =

1t is not generzlly known that there are two distinct printings of each of
the £1. Melite stemps, S.G.135 and 136,

1 have waited until I could be certain that they could be readily distinguished—
but I have now found all the necessary confirmation.
G175, First Printing. - Colour, black and deep carmine - red; paper white.

The red colour shows through clearly on the back of the stamp. This is

very scarce especially used.

SeG.1%5, Second Printing. - Colour, black, and deep carmine - red; paper




surface is rosy, but the back is white. The red colour does not show through on

the back.
These two stamps are very marked in differences and can be easily distinguished.

Z i 1 s Colour, black and bright carmine- red; paper tinged

rosy on surface. Colour barely shows on the back.

S.G.1%6. Second Printing:- Colour, black znd bright carmine-red; paper tinged rosy

In
; %

e

4.

on surfiace. Colour shows through clearly on the back. This is scarcer than
the lst. printing.
The two colours of egﬂh are clearly distinguishable (apart from anything else)

by the shade, which is very mcrked. 1t appears to me that the bright carmine-red
shede in S.G. 1%6 is 2 type of aniline dye, which accounts for the colour on the

back, which is more pronounced than in the deep carmine-red shade of S.G. 175.

I should say, fair prices for the four are as follows :-

S.G. 135, 1st. printing &8/~  90/-
ond. " 45/-  55/-
S.G. 13%6. 1lst. printing 35/~ 40/-
2nd. " 0/-  35/-

I hope this is of interest.
H. Bramsdon (F/Lt.)

Malta July 1l4th. 1942,

my collection I have the following :-

Single, with wmk. sideways; Red colour shows 2t back, uncoloured part of the
design is not tinted.

Lower R/Hd. Corner block of four with wmk. sideways margins; Colour does not show
at back, uncoloured part of the stam> and the marginal paper round the block is

rose tinted.

Lower R/Hd Corner block o four with mergins with wmk. upright; Colour does not
show at the back, the uncoloured part of the stemp is tinted but not as deeply
as No.2.

Upper E/HA Corner block of 4 with margins and wmk upright; Colour shows at




The

back, marginel paper appears to be very slightly rose tinted, but this is not apparent
on the stamps.

sheet seems to have been made up of 80 stamps in 10 horizontal rows of 8. The

entire sheet(or pane) is enclosed by two red (jubilee) lines 12 mm's from the stamps

and

4 mm's apart. There is also a guide cross in red and black between each peir {

of stemps in the vertical margins. It is probzble that a similar crosc occurs in

the

centre of the horizontal margins, but as I have never seen 2 block with mergins

from this position 1 camnnot be sure of this.

I am not in a position to say which of my pieces is from which printing. I confimrm

your description of the "specimen" being identical with my number 1. and we can assume

thet this is the first printing. Vhich makes my number two. second printing. Now
what we want are dated copies of 1%6 to fix which of the varieties was issued first.

I have never seen dated copies of any of these stamps. 1 feel sure that this stamp

was

printed from two dies, one for the figure, and one for the rest.. On my number 2.

block the figure is printed so low that the sandal touches the white line of the frame

round the word Malta, whilst at the top of the stamp, an uncoloured space above the

helmet gives the appearance of 2 halo. Has any member die proofs of the figure for the

£,

velue, which by the way is 22 mm's high, measuring from the top of the helmet to the

lowest point of the sandal. The figure on the pence values is 2 mm's taller |

HeS. Damsell.
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