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Great Salt Lake
images in stunning
color in Park City

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT » Utahns might be
guilty of driving by the Great Salt Lake with-
out really seeing it, but the art photographs
of New York photographer Diane Tuft review
new colors to be found in our own iconic land-
scape. The saturated colors of her photogra-
phy — the exhibit opens at Park City’s Kimball
Arts Center Jan. 31 and hangs through March
15 — are created by the interplay of sunlight
and microscopic organisms that live in the
salty waters. "I'm trying to capture the es-
sence of nature,” the photographer says.» D3
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Great Salt Lake’s hidden palette

New Yorker finds art
in her color-saturated
views of the briny
body of water.

By BRIAN MAFFLY

The Salt Lake Tribune

Before her first visit to the
Great Salt Lake, Diane Tuft
had shot only black-and-white
photographs. But the power-
ful colors of this iconic Utah
landscape, created by the in-
terplay of sunlight and micro-
scopic organisms that thrive
in the lake’s saline waters, in-
spired her — make that forced
her — to buy her first digital
camera.

Tuft packed along her
trusty old Leica for backup
on a pilgrimage to the Spiral
Jetty in the summer of 2005.
The trip inspired her to return
for a serious photographic for-
ay to capture the unreal col-
ors that now appear in her im-
ages.

“I have an incredible passion
for travel and I've always been
an artist,” says Tuft, a photog-
rapher who lives in New York
City. “The combination leads
me to places where there is a
tremendous amount of beauty.
We as Americanized Western-
ers aren’t interesting in look-
in_g at the soul of nature, but
everywhere else they wor-
ship nature. In Japan, rocks
are very holy. Nature has alot
to tell us.”

So in August 2005, Utah’s
inland sea became Tuft’s sub-
ject, as she flew above itin a
helicopter, clicking away with
her new camera. The fruits of
her labors will be shown at
Park City’s Kimball Art Cen-
ter, beginning Jan. 31 when
her exhibit “Salt Lake Recon-
sidered” opens, revealing a se-
ries of large photographs cap-
turing colors of unimaginable
intensity.

“Since the Great Salt Lake
attracts an unusual amount
of ultraviolet light, these im-
ages reveal the vivid colors
that exist beyond our vision,”
Tuft writes in an artist’s state-
ment. “The photographs are
completely natural with no al-
teration in color.”

Tuft will be joined at the
opening by Westminster

“States of Matter,” a photograph by Diane Tuft, from the exhibit “Salt Lake Reconsidered” on display at the Kimball Arts Center Jan. 31 to March 15.

Salt Lake Reconsidered

What » Diane Tuft’s photographs of the Great Salt Lake,
exhibited at the Kimball Art Center, 638 Park Ave,, Park

City

When » Opens Jan. 31 and hangs through March 15. Westmin-
ster College biologist Bonnie Baxter joins the New York photog-
rapher at 6 p.m. for an opening presentation about the exhibit’s
merger of science and art. For information, visit www.kimball-

art.org or call 435-649-8882.

College’s award-winning bi-
ology professor Bonnie Bax-
ter, who heads the Great Salt
Lake Institute, for a discus-
sion of the science behind the
potency of the lake’s colors.
Baxter’s research examines
how the lake’s microscopic
halophilic organisms survive
in an ecosystem so awash in
ultraviolet radiation and salt
— environmental features that

are antagonistic to life. These
bacteria’s adaptations are
what color the lake.

“It’s a light spectrum we
can’t see,” Tuft says. “I think
it’s nature coming back at us.
Just because we can’t see it
doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist.
I’'m trying to capture the es-
sence of nature.”
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“Pulieus,” a photograph of the Great Salt Lake by Diane Tuft.



