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A Discussion on Sangha Statues and Sangha Worship
XU Ru-cong

(Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, 200003)

Abstract: Sangha worship initiated in the Tang Dynasty and remains in existence and transformation to
modern times. It is a concrete reflection of the Sinization of Buddhism. The variety of Sangha statues is the
material representation of this belief. To study the statues from Buddhist pagodas may help to identify these
pagodas and study their surroundings as well as the local histories and cultures.

Key words: Sangha; Sizhou Sangha; the Three Sangha Monks
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